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[Back Cover] 

The Jewish people have celebrated “Passover” for over 3,000 years. During the celebration, 

the father pours four cups of wine, each having a significant meaning. The “4th Cup” is 

called “Elijah’s Cup” and is distinctly different than the other three. After the father pours 

“Elijah’s Cup, he prays “Next Year in Jerusalem” to end the Passover.  

 

Throughout Israel’s history, there were times when the Jewish people controlled Jerusalem 

and could celebrate Passover there. In 70 AD, the Romans destroyed the Second Temple 

and Jerusalem. All the Jewish people were exiled to the “four corners” of the world. So for 

the past 2,000 years, Passover has ended with the fathers’ prayer, “Next Year in Jerusalem,” This final prayer was 

asking God to restore the Jews to their land, “Israel,” so they could celebrate Passover again in Jerusalem. After the 

end of World War II, the world’s attention focused on the Jewish people and what they endured during the 

Holocaust. A series of events occurred, culminating with the State of Israel being re-born on May 14, 1948. God’s 

“Promised Land,” which they had occupied thousands of years earlier, was given back to them, and the Jewish 

people began returning to “ZION” (which can refer to the Jewish people, the Land of Israel, and Jerusalem.) But 

Jerusalem was still not under Israel’s control, so the Jews continued to end the Passover with the prayer, “Next 

Year in Jerusalem.”  

 

Again, by God’s miracle-working power, on June 7, 1967, after the “Six-Day War,” God enabled the Jews to 

recapture Jerusalem. Israeli paratroopers entered through “The Lion’s Gate” and captured the “Western Wall.” Then 

Rabbi Shlomo Goren, chief rabbi of the IDF, blew the Shofar Trumpet to celebrate the recapture of Jerusalem and 

the “Western Wall” (retaining Wall of the Second Temple). He also quoted the following verse. “When you go into 

battle in your own land against an enemy who is oppressing you, sound a blast on the trumpets. Then you will 

be remembered by the LORD your God and rescued from your enemies.” Numbers 10:9 Immediately after the 

Israelis recaptured Jerusalem and took control of the Western Wall, tens of thousands of Jews living in Israel ran to 

“Zion,” crying in tears. They shouted, “The Wall is Ours” and “The City is Ours,” and they “wept” for many days. 

“Their” weeping at the Western Wall is why it is also called the “Wailing Wall.”  

 

Before exiting “Yad Vashem” (Holocaust Museum) in Jerusalem 

is a gorgeous view overlooking “God’s City.”  On my trip to Israel 

in 2013, I stopped and reflected. I remembered that I was “named” 

after each of my grandfathers in their remembrance. My 

grandfather on my father’s side (Michael) was a Rabbi in 

Morocco. However, he died one week before his entire family 

immigrated to Israel. My grandfather on my mother’s side 

(Nathaniel) was shot in the head (in Poland) by the Nazis as my 

grandmother watched. I began to cry uncontrollably. Both of my 

grandfathers had longed to be “in” Israel. Michael “saw” Israel on 

a map, and Nathanial “saw” Israel in his heart. But here I was in Israel again. I was born here.  

 

As I cried, I remembered that Jerusalem was now under Israel’s control and is now the Capital of Israel. Jews now 

live in Zion and now come to celebrate Passover there. 

Hallelujah, “Sound the Trumpets in Zion,” God has answered the prayers of His people. 

 

“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now!”  
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Why I Wrote This Book and Why It Is Needful  

 

I am an Israeli (born in Haifa) and a Hebrew Christian for 42 years. My wife Michelle is a Gentile, a 

seminary graduate, and on staff at our home church for over 20 years. For 42 years, I have been an active 

member of only two churches. During this time, I taught Sunday School and Bible studies and served as a 

deacon. I also have volunteered and served several para-church ministries and played my trumpet for 25 

years in the church orchestra (where I met Michelle) and worship band.  

 

Early in my Christian walk, I was fascinated that “some” Gentile Christians genuinely loved me and went 

out of their way to show it. I wondered why? Then someone told me there aren’t many “Hebrew Christians” 

and that “we” were a “remnant.” They also reminded me that Jesus said,  “Salvation is of the Jews” and 

that the Apostle Paul said the Gospel is “first” for the Jews. I was also reminded that God initiated “His 

Economy” via the Abrahamic Covenant so that the Jewish people would be a blessing to the Gentile 

Nations and in turn, the Gentiles would bless the Jews.  

 

In time, I concluded that those who LOVED Israel and the Jewish people also knew their Bible. But 

knowing and understanding the stories in the Bible concerning Israel, the Jewish people. Jerusalem and the 

Messiah takes time. 

 

Therefore, I wrote “Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” to accelerate the time that is needed to understand the 

essential stories about Israel, the Jewish people, Jerusalem and the Messiah.  

 

This book is for Gentile Christians and will ignite and fan the flame of your love and understanding for 

Israel, the Jewish People, Jerusalem, and the Messiah—for the Gospel’s sake.  

 

This book is easy to read, with many pictures and Bible passages.  

 

I pray that all you learn from the book will encourage you to reach out, love, and bless your Jewish friends. 

And if you don’t have any Jewish friends, ASK God. He will put Jewish people into your life to befriend.  

 

Finally, there are many ways to bless Israel and the Jewish people but at the top of the list is for you to visit 

Israel and tour the Biblical sites. There is a significant economic impact on Israel when you come. Still, 

the most significant impact is seeing your Bible “come to life” as you visit and experience many places 

where Jesus, our Messiah, ministered and the events that took place there.  

 

Please scan this QR code to access the entire manuscript of “Next Year in Jerusalem is Now,” 

or you can visit www.GoodMoodFoundation.org and read it there.      

 

Hugs, Smiles, and Joy,  

 

Michael (Ben) Attar 

Feel free to contact me at MichaelNAttar@aol.com or 972-213-8856. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.goodmoodfoundation.org/
mailto:MichaelNAttar@aol.com
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How to Read This Book 

 

Ask God for a clear mind and willing heart.  

 

If you don’t understand something, you can skip it on the first pass and return to it later.  

 

Spiritual growth and heart change are rooted in reading God’s Word, understanding, and acting on it. 

Therefore, over 60% of the manuscript is Scripture. I have edited and arranged the Scriptures so you can 

see and understand them. I also include easy-to-read commentary. I have added helpful charts for you to 

read and understand too.  

 

Take time to pause and reflect on the Scriptures you just read.  

 

Three colors are used throughout the manuscript to delineate “time.”   

  

 

 

 

 

You may encounter my interpretation of the Scriptures, which you disagree with or don’t understand. 

That’s okay! It is always possible I can be wrong. However, we ALL can agree that:  

1. Jesus Christ was crucified on the cross as a sin substitute, and His blood was spilled to cover 

and forgive all past, present, and future sins.  

2. Jesus died and was buried that same day.  

3. Three days later, the gravestone that sealed Jesus’s body was miraculously rolled away, and Jesus 

Christ was resurrected.  

4. Jesus Christ gives us His LIFE through the indwelling, Precious Holy Spirit.  
 

************* 

Throughout this book, I used all the Biblical sites you will see on an Introductory Tour of Israel. I did this 

to facilitate many Bible stories I used in this book. Therefore, whenever you see a picture of these “eyes,” 

you are looking at a Biblical site you will see in Israel. Connecting the Biblical sites to “Scripture” will make 

your Bible “Come Alive.”  

 
“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” and “Sound the Trumpets in Zion” © 2016 Michael Attar-All rights 

reserved. This manuscript is registered with the United States Copyright Office.  

 

“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” and “Sound the Trumpets in Zion” are registered Trademarks. 

Scripture references are from The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan.  

 

Jesus’s Words are in RED. 

 

Beige-  

PAST 
Orange-

PRESENT 
Green 

FUTURE 
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Section Two 
The Truths of the New Covenant, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and the 

Biblical Model for Connecting an Unbeliever to the God of the Bible. 

Part One 

The Truths of the “New Covenant.”  
• “For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been sought for 

another. But God found fault with the people and said: “The time is coming, declares the Lord when 

I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.” Hebrews 8:7-8 

 

Introduction to Section Two  

 

I have observed that “some” in Christendom do not fully understand the following or use unbiblical 

verbiage to communicate: 

✓ The New Covenant 

✓ The Gospel of Jesus Christ 

✓ How to connect an unbeliever to the God of the Bible  

Therefore, I wrote this second section to address these points, and it is for pastors, Bible teachers, 

evangelists, deacons, elders, and church leaders. I will address this problem in three parts.  

 

The Central Message of the New Covenant is that right standing with God (righteousness) is not obtained 

by obeying the Laws of the Old Covenant. Righteousness with God is received by believing in the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the good news of the New Covenant and encompasses four points.  

1. Jesus Christ was crucified on the cross as a sin substitute, and His blood was spilled to cover 

and forgive all past, present, and future sins.  

2. Jesus died and was buried that same day.  

3. Three days later, the gravestone that sealed Jesus’s body was miraculously rolled away, and Jesus 

Christ was resurrected.  

4. Jesus Christ gives us His LIFE through the indwelling, Precious Holy Spirit.  
 

The Biblical Model for Leading an Unbeliever to the God of the Bible. 

• “If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from 

the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with 

your mouth that you confess and are saved…for ‘everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 

saved.’” Romans 10:8-13  

Confessing “Jesus is Lord” “rescues” you from Satan, sin, Hell, and the grave. You receive “Salvation” 

from God. Believers have willingly turned over control of every detail and area of their life to the “Lord,” 

Jesus Christ. They are no longer in charge of their lives.  

 

Believing “Jesus Christ was resurrected from the dead” establishes “righteousness.” God declares you 

to be in “right standing” with Him.  
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 Light and Darkness 

 

Let’s begin by going back to the “beginning” to understand the truths of the “New Covenant” and why 

God gave it to Israel and the Jewish people to replace the “Old Covenant.” 

 

In Genesis, the first book of the Old Testament, the Bible opens with the “light.”  

  

• “God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. God saw that the light was good, and he 

separated the light from the darkness. God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called 

“night… God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night 

and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years and let them be lights in the expanse 

of the sky to give light on the earth.” God made two great lights—the greater light to govern the 

day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. God set them in the expanse 

of the sky to give light on the earth, to govern the day.”  

 

In Matthew, the first book of the New Testament, the Bible opens with the “light.”   

 

• “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 

with God in the beginning. Through him, all things were made; without him, nothing was made 

that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the 

darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. There came a man who was sent from God; his 

name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that light so that through him, all men 

might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. The true light 

that gives light to every man was coming into the world.” John 1:1–14 

 

➢ Jesus said, “I AM the Light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but 

will have the light of life.” 

 

So, where do light and darkness come from?  

 

I Googled, “Can light exist without darkness?”  

 

Here is what I discovered. 
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▪ Light is just a series of particles zooming through space-little beams of radiation.  

▪ Darkness is described merely as the absence of light.  

 

By this standard, “light” and “darkness” are like a light switch. If you want light, you switch it on. If you 

want darkness, you switch it off. But the universe is not a light switch.  

 

Here is a picture of many Jewish Menorahs on the Feast of Hanukkah. You can see darkness. But you can 

also see the light coming from the candles of Jewish “Menorahs.”  

 

Likewise, in the universe, there will always be light because:   

▪ Stars produce light as a byproduct of the incredible pressures at their centers.  

▪ New stars form light as they burn away dust and gas.  

 

In the universe, there will always be darkness because:   

▪ When light hits an object, it creates a shadow. 

 

Therefore, we can SEE “light and darkness on planet earth.” There is no denying that both exist.  

 

Now, I will refer to “light” and “darkness” in a different context.  

▪ “Light” = “Good.”   

▪ “Darkness” = “Evil.”      

 

Therefore, if God created the “Light” (Good), why did He also create the “Darkness? (Evil)?  

 

HE DIDN’T!  

 

So, who created the “darkness” or “evil” we see in our present world? 

 

The “FALL” of Adam and Eve 
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“LIFE” Lessons from God’s Eight Covenants  

 

To begin understanding the Eighth Covenant or “New Covenant,” we must also understand all the other 

covenants.  

 

God’s Word is divided into “Periods of Time,” and each begins with a Covenant.  

 

A Covenant is a binding agreement “cut” between two or more parties.  

 

The Hebrew word for “Cut” is “B’rith,” which means to cut with the shedding of blood.  

 

Let’s unpack the story of Adam and Eve and the “FALL,” which brought about the “darkness” we see in 

our present world. Please review the following.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-1- 
Edenic Covenant 
Genesis 2:8-17  

 
SINFUL  
“LIFE” 

 
A Conditional Covenant-  

Made Between God and Adam.  
 

NO longer in effect  
God commands Adam NOT to eat 
from “The Tree of the Knowledge of 

Good and Evil.”  
 
Eternal life with God was available to 
Adam and Eve by eating from the 
“Tree of Life” in the middle of the 
“Garden of Eden.” But they ate from 
the “other” tree- “The tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil.” And by 
their sin, they blew it for ALL 
Mankind.  

 
 

-2- 
Adamic Covenant 
Genesis 3:14–15 

 
REDEEMED 
“LIFE”  

 
An Unconditional Covenant-  
Made Between God and Adam.  

 
Still in effect 

God promises a “Redeemer” who 
will come to restore man from the 

“FALL.”  
 

Adam and Eve chose to cover up 
their sin with coverings they made 
from fig leaves. But God required 
blood to “cover” sin, so He clothed 
them with animal skins. Later, God 
sent Messiah-the Lamb of God who 
willingly gave up His life to redeem- 
(exchange) Man’s sinful coverings 
(“filthy rags”) with the coverings of 
His Righteous SON. 

-3- 
Noahic Covenant 
Genesis 9:7–11 

 
RIGHTEOUS 

 “LIFE”  
 
An Unconditional Covenant-  
Made Between God and Noah.  

 
Still in effect  

God promises NO flood will ever 
destroy the earth again. 

 
 

Mankind became so “lost” in their 
sin that God “wiped” them out with 
a flood. But Noah (a righteous man) 
and his family were “saved” in the 
protection of the “Ark.” Later, God 
sent Messiah, the “Righteous One,” 
to “save” the unrighteous and to 
clothe us with His Righteousness. 
Anyone who places their Faith in 
HIM is “Made Righteous.” 
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-5- 
Old Covenant 

 
WORKS  
“LIFE”  

 
A Conditional Covenant-  

Made between God and Israel.  
No longer in effect 

  
God gives Moses the Law, written ON 
stone- consisting of commandments, 
ordinances, and a Worship system.  

 
God gave the Jews 613 Laws, but NO 
ONE could obey them. Therefore, 
God’s Word was symbolically placed 
“externally” ON their Minds and ON 
their Hearts. This was accomplished 
with two small boxes called “Tefillin.” 
Inside of the Tefillin is the “Shema.” In 
the picture, God’s Word is placed on 
the head (mind) and the left arm 
(closest to the heart).  
 
God also provided a “Tabernacle 
System.” At the Tabernacle, Jews 
brought animals to sacrifice. These 
sacrifices “atoned and covered” their 
sins. But this system was never ending 
as the People of God continued to sin. 
The Jews (and now the Gentiles, too) 
needed a more permanent solution to 
dealing with their sins.  

-6- 
Land Covenant 

 
ISRAELI  
“LIFE”  

 
An Unconditional Covenant-  
Made between God and Israel. 

Still in effect 
 

God promises His people-the 
Jews a specific piece of land-

Israel. 
 

The Land of Israel belongs to the 
Jewish people by God’s Divine 
Covenant. But after the Romans 
destroyed Jerusalem in 70 AD, the 
Jews were scattered to the “four 
corners” of the earth.  
 
However, on May 14, 1948, the 
Nation of Israel was re-born. And 
Jews began “returning” (Making 
“Aliyah”) to the Promised Land.  
 
Israel occupies 1/16 of 1% of the 
land mass in the Middle East. ALL 
the other Countries in the Middle 
East have ALL the natural 
resources. So the Jews rely on the 
ONLY resource they need, their 
brains. Israel is known as the “Start-
Up Nation.” Many companies and 
venture capitalists come to Israel to 
“tap” into the Jewish BRAIN-TRUST.    

 
 

-4-  
Abrahamic Covenant 
Genesis 12:1–3 

 
BLESSED  
“LIFE”  

 
An Unconditional Covenant-  
Made Between God and Abram.  

 
Still in effect  

God promises Abram’s 
descendants will be a “Great 
Nation” and a “Blessing” to the 

Gentile Nations. 
 

There is little that the Gentiles 
have or use that does not have a 
Jewish Influence associated with 
it. In turn, Gentiles are to who 
BLESS Israel and the Jewish 
people.  
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Keep in mind: 

❖ Covenants 1 and 5 are “Conditional Covenants” and are NO longer in effect.  

❖ Covenants 2,3,4,6,7,8 are “Unconditional Covenants” and are still in effect.  

 

Now, let’s review God’s “Eight Covenants” from the “beginning” in the context of Scripture.  

-7- 
Davidic Covenant 

 
MESSIANIC 
“LIFE” 

 
An Unconditional Covenant-  
Made Between God and David.  

Still in effect  
 

God promises a Messiah will come from 
the seed of David. 

 
King David brought “The Ark of the 
Covenant” (where the Shekinah Glory of 
God dwelt). back to Jerusalem after it 
had been captured. He put the “Ark” in a 
“Tent” (Tabernacle). But King David 
wanted to build a permanent Temple for 
God to dwell in. It was his son, Solomon, 
who would build the “First Temple” in 
Jerusalem. After it was destroyed, King 
Herod built the “Second Temple.”  
 
Jesus Christ, the Messiah, came from the 
“Seed of David” and in the line of Judah. 
Jesus, the “King of the Jews,” came to 
earth for the first time as a Lamb. But 
when the “King of Kings and LORD of 
LORDS” will come back the second time, 
as the “Lion of Judah.” And He will set up 
His Eternal Kingdom on earth in the 
“New Jerusalem.”    

 

-8- 
New Covenant 

 
GRACE  
“LIFE” 

 
An Unconditional Covenant-  
Made Between God and Israel.  

Still in effect  
 

God promises to put His law IN His 
people’s Minds and ON their Hearts.  

 
Jews put the Word of God ON their heads 
and ON their hearts via the Tefillin. But the 
prophet Jeremiah said, “The time is 
coming…when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and with the house 
of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I 
made with their forefathers… I will put my 
law IN their minds and write it ON their 
hearts (Jeremiah 31:31). God sent His One 
and Only Son Jesus Christ to bring the “New 
Covenant,” which began at His death on the 
Cross, and occurred on the Feast of 
Passover. The Messiah, Jesus Christ is the 
True “Tree of Life,” who was crucifies on a 
cross at Mount Calvary. Anyone who 
believes in HIM will obtain Eternal Life with 
God. Therefore, by believing in the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, God’s law is written 
“internally” IN your mind and ON your 
heart. The “Life of Grace” offers “TRUE 
LIFE,” replacing the “Life of Works,” which 
offers no life at all.  
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Covenants One Through Four  

 

IN THE BEGINNING, GOD CREATED THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH. 

Genesis 1:1 

 

On each of the first six days, God creates: 

1. “Let there be light…” 

2. “Let there be expanse (sky)…” 

3. “Let there be land, seas, and vegetation…” 

4. “Let there be sun, moon, and stars…” 

5. “Let there be living creatures in the sea and birds…” 

6. “Let there be living creatures on the land… and let ‘us’ make MAN.” 

God worked for six days, He “Finished His Work,” and on the seventh day… 

7. God rested-the Sabbath.  

 

• “Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish 

of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures 

that move along the ground.” So, God created man in his own image, in the image of God, he 

created him; male and female he created them.” Genesis 1:26–27  

 

Interestingly, God said, “Let there be…light, sky, land, seas, vegetation, sun, moon stars, living creatures 

in the sea and on land.”  

 

However, before God creates “Man.” God says, “Let us make man in our image… 

 

Keep in mind that “us” is not referring to Many Gods. Instead, “us” refers to ONE God manifested in 

“three different persons.” Our finite minds do not fully understand this reality. However, the truth of 

Scripture reveals that God manifests Himself in the “Person” of: 

1. The Father 

2. The Son 

3. The Holy Spirit  

 

The Garden of Eden: 

 

• “Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had 

formed. And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were 

pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree 

of the knowledge of good and evil…The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of 

Eden to work it and take care of it. And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat 

from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 

for when you eat of it, you will surely die. The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be 

alone. I will make a helper suitable for him… The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt 

no shame.” Genesis 2:8-25 

 

This is the 1st-Edenic Covenant-a conditional covenant made between God and Adam and is no longer 

in effect today. Adam is NOT to eat from the Knowledge of Good and Evil Tree. No one knows where 

the “Garden of Eden” was located because the “boundaries” mentioned in the Bible were changed after 



“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM  
Subtitled, “Sound the Trumpets in Zion” TM 

13    

the “Worldwide” flood (Noah). But Scripture seems to show that the “Garden of Eden” was most likely 

located on or near “Mount Moriah” (Abraham and Isaac). 

 

Interestingly, the first tree to be mentioned in the Bible is “The Tree of Life.” And the second tree to be 

mentioned in the Bible is “The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.” Adam and Eve were naked and felt 

no shame because they were “sinless.” But that’s about to change. 

 

The FALL-The Lier and the LIE: 

 

• “Now the serpent was craftier than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to 

the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”  The woman 

said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, ‘You must not 

eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will 

die.’” “You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God knows that when you 

eat of it, your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” When the 

woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable 

for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with 

her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; 

so, they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.” Genesis 3:1–7  

 

There is One God-the God of the Bible. But there is also One adversary-Satan-the Lier. The “evil one,” 

Satan (serpent), enticed Eve to eat from the “Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.” Then Eve gave the 

fruit to Adam to eat, and their “eyes were opened.” Adam and Eve “attempted” to reconcile themselves 

with God, so they made coverings for themselves from fig leaves. 

 

Interestingly, Fig leaves indicate a Fig Tree in “The Garden” and are the first mention of any “species” of 

a tree in the Bible. So, why did Adam and Eve cover themselves with fig leaves? The Bible doesn’t say. 

However, many years later, after Jacob’s 12 sons split into two Kingdoms:  

 

❖ “The Southern Kingdom” was represented by a Fig Tree.  

 

God curses SATAN-the serpent: 

 

• “Because you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You will 

crawl on your belly, and you will eat dust all the days of your life. And I will put enmity between 

you and the woman and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will 

strike his heel.” Genesis 3:14–15   

 

This is the 2nd -Adamic Covenant -an unconditional covenant made between God and Adam and is still 

in effect today. This is the first time in Scripture that God promises a “Redeemer” who will come to restore 

“man” from the “FALL,” which resulted from Adam’s sin.  

 

Over 2,000 years later, God provided the Savior, Jesus Christ (“Second Adam”), to “save” all “mankind” 

who are under the curse of sin. The blood of Jesus Christ defeats “Original Sin.” 

 

• “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man [Adam], and death through sin, and in 

this way death came to all men because all sinned— for before the law was given, sin was in the 

world…Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those 

who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come…For 
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if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those 

who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through 

the one man, Jesus Christ.” Romans 5: 12-21 

 

God curses Eve:  

 

• “I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain, you will give birth to children. Your 

desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.” Genesis 3:16 

 

God curses Adam:  

 

• “Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You 

must not eat of it,’ “Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil, you will eat of it all 

the days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles for you…By the sweat of your brow, 

you will eat your food until you return to the ground… 

 

NOW, God “Clothes” Adam and Eve: 

 

• “The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam, and his wife and [GOD] clothed them.”  

 

Adam and Eve first clothed “themselves” with fig leaves. But God now “exchanged” (redeemed) Adam 

and Eve’s (coverings of fig leaves) and replaced them with “garments of skin.” Remember that to make 

a “garment of skin,” an animal must lose its life (unwillingly) and spill its blood. This is the first time we 

see in Scripture that blood is required to “redeem.” Later, God set up a “system of sacrifice” (Tabernacle 

and after the first and second Temple) where many animals were sacrificed (unwillingly), and their blood 

spilled to “cover” the sins of the Jewish people.  

 

But this was a “Temporary System” until Messiah arrived.  

 

Messiah came “Once and For All” and willingly gave up His Life and put ALL sin on Himself.  

 

Salvation and atonement for sins is not man’s work (typified by Adam and Eve covering themselves), but 

God’s Work-He “clothed” them. Again, this is a picture of the Messiah who “Clothes” us with His 

“Righteousness.”   

 

ETERNAL Life:  

 

• “And the LORD God said, “The man has now become like one of “us,” knowing good and evil. He 

must not be allowed to reach out his hand and also take from the tree of life and eat and live 

forever.” So, the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden…After he drove the man out, 

he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and 

forth to guard the way to the tree of life.”   

 

Again, the word “us” refers to One God, “Three Persons.” God reveals there is Eternal Life for the first 

time in Scripture. Scripture also reveals that everyone will have “eternal life.” The question, therefore, is 

“destination.” The Bible offers two destinations-Heaven with God or Hell with Satan. And here, we see 

that “The Way” to eternal life with God is by reaching out and “eating” from the “Tree of Life.” But 

since that is no longer possible. God will have to provide “another way” to eat from the “Tree of Life,” 

which is the Messiah.  
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God banishes Adam and Eve from the “Garden” and places cherubim (Angels) and a “flaming-flashing 

sword” to guard this “former way” to the “Tree of Life.”  

 

God is “pointing” to another “Garden,” which was revealed 2,000 years later- “The Garden of 

Gethsemane.” The Messiah goes to this “Garden” before He is crucified on a Tree on Mount Calvary. As 

we’ll see throughout our journey, anyone who reaches out and “eats from the “Tree of Life” will have 

eternal life with God.  

 

Adam and Eve’s two sons; Cain and Abel:  

 

• “Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. Over time Cain brought some of the fruits of 

the soil as an offering to the LORD. And Abel also brought an offering—fat portions from some of 

the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering, but on Cain and 

his offering, he did not look with favor. So, Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast. Then 

the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? If you do what is right, 

will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires 

to have you, but you must rule over it.” Genesis 4:2–7   

 

Cain (Adam and Eve’s first son) was a farmer and worked in the fields. Abel (second son) kept flocks and 

was a shepherd. Both sons inherited the “bloodline of sin” passed through by their sinful parents.  

 

But why does God look unfavorably upon Cain’s “produce” offer?”  

 

And why does God favor Abel’s offering of “livestock?”  

 

The answer is that for the first time in Scripture, we see the “picture” that a blood sacrifice is a “required 

offering” for coming to God. Abel came to God-God’s way with blood. His offering was accepted.  

 

In the “same way,” there is “Only One Way” to go to God.  

 

It is through the “blood” of the Messiah.  

 

In contrast, Cain came to God with “produce” (no blood), which cannot remove sin, and his offering 

was rejected. Today, “Man” attempts to come to God, “Their Way. However, Scripture refers to this as 

the “Way of Cain.” Subsequently, because Cain’s offering was rejected, he kills his brother Abel. Abel 

is the first person in the Bible to have suffered and died for “righteousness’ sake.” In summary, Cain was 

angry at God, so he took his anger on his brother. Abel died because he worshiped God rightly. The writer 

of Hebrews tells us that “the blood of Jesus speaks better things than that of Abel.” Abel’s blood cries out 

for vengeance, while Christ’s blood cries out for mercy. 

 

• “But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You 

have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, to the church of the firstborn, 

whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of 

righteous men made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled 

blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.” Hebrews 12:22–24 

 

The “Fall” of Adam is the FALL of all humanity: 
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• “The LORD saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the earth and that 

every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time. The LORD regretted 

that he had made human beings on the earth, and his heart was deeply troubled…But Noah found 

favor in the eyes of the LORD…So God said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for 

the earth is filled with violence because of them… So, make yourself an ark… I am going to bring 

floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every creature that has the breath of 

life in it…But I will establish my covenant with you, and you will enter the ark—you and your 

sons and your wife and your sons’ wives with you.” Genesis 6:5-22  

 

The “Fall of Man,” caused by Adam and Eve’s sin, continues through later generations. The earth’s 

inhabitants had become so sinful that God decided to wipe everyone out with a worldwide flood. But in 

His grace and mercy, God instructed Noah to build an “Ark.” The ark is a “covering” that will “Save” 

Noah and his family.  

 

Noah’s name means “rest,” and he brought “rest” after 40 days and nights of rain. This is the first “picture” 

we see that a Messiah will provide a “way” for His people to be “covered” and “saved.” Jesus Christ, the 

greater Noah, is the only one who can offer “rest” for our souls.  

 

The WORLD-wide Flood: 

 

• “For forty days, the flood kept coming on the earth, and as the waters increased, they lifted the ark 

high above the earth… and the ark floated on the surface of the water. They rose greatly on the 

earth, and all the high mountains under the entire heavens were covered…Every living thing that 

moved on land perished—birds, livestock, wild animals, all the creatures that swarm over the earth, 

and all mankind… Only Noah was left, and those with him in the ark.” Genesis 7:17–24   

 

The “worldwide” flood changed the world’s geography, and after the waters receded, Noah sent out a 

raven to verify the waters had receded. But the raven kept flying back and forth. Then Noah sent out a 

dove, but it could not find anywhere to perch, so it returned to the ark. Noah waited another seven days 

and sent the dove back out. This time the dove returned with a freshly plucked olive leaf.  

 

• “When the dove returned to him in the evening, there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf! 

Then Noah knew that the water had receded from the earth.” Genesis 8:10–12  

The “olive leaf” the dove brought back meant there was an olive tree. But why an olive leaf? The Bible 

doesn’t tell us. The dove could have brought back the “leaf” of any other “type” of a tree. However, many 

years later, Jacob’s 12 sons split into two kingdoms. And the “Northern Kingdom” was represented 

by an Olive Tree.  

 

God makes a covenant with Noah. 

  

• “I now establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after you…Never again will all 

life be destroyed by the waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 

Genesis 9:7–11  

 

This is the 3rd Noahic Covenant -an unconditional covenant made between God and Noah, which is still 

in effect today. God promises that no worldwide flood will ever destroy the earth again.  

 

Tower of Babel: 
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• “Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the 

heavens… But the LORD came down to see the city… The LORD said, “If as one people speaking 

the same language, they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for 

them. Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other. 

So, the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. That 

is why it was called Babel.” Genesis 11:1–9   

 

The “people” wanted to build a tower that extended towards the heavens to reach God. The people also 

had one language. So, God introduced “other” languages so people could not understand each other’s 

languages, which are scattered throughout the world. Later, we’ll see how the Holy Spirit “fulfills” this 

story. And again, we see “us” -a reference to God in Three Persons. 

 

God “Calls” Abram:  

 

It’s important to remember that Noah had three sons (Shem, Ham, and Japheth). And from Noah’s first 

son, Shem, come Abram-the Father of all Nations.  

 

• “The LORD [God] had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people, and your father’s 

household to the land [Israel] I will show you. “I will make you [Israel-Jewish People] into a great 

nation, and I will bless you. I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless 

those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse, and all peoples on earth will be blessed 

through you.” Genesis 12:1–3  

 

This is the 4th Abrahamic Covenant -an unconditional covenant made between God and Abraham, which 

is still in effect today. God Promises Abram and his descendants that they will be a “Great Nation” and a 

“Blessing” to the Gentile Nations.  

Here is what God promises to do:    

  

1. I will make Abram the father of a new country, Israel, and a people, the Jews.  

2. I will give Abram a “specific” piece of land. Israel.  

3. I will make Israel into a “Great Nation.”  

4. I will bless Israel and the Jewish People. 

5. I will give Israel a “Great name.”  

6. I will bless those who bless Israel and the Jewish People. 

7. I will curse those who curse Israel and the Jewish People.  

8. I will use Israel and the Jewish People to bless the “Nations.” 

 

God “Sealed” the Covenant with Abram.  

 

• “So, the LORD said to him, “Bring me a heifer, a goat, and a ram, each three years old, along with 

a dove and a young pigeon.”  Abram brought all these to him, cut them in two, and arranged the 

halves opposite each other; the birds, however, he did not cut in half…  As the sun was setting, 

Abram fell into a deep sleep…Then the LORD said to him, “Know for certain that your descendants 

will be strangers in a country not their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated four hundred 

years. But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward, they will come out with 

great possessions…In the fourth generation, your descendants will come back here…When the 

sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot with a blazing torch appeared and passed 

between the pieces. On that day, the LORD made a covenant with Abram and said, “To your 

descendants, I give this land.” Genesis 15:8–20 
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God changes Abram’s name to Abraham. The sign of the Abrahamic Covenant was the circumcision of 

all males on the eighth day after their birth. Circumcision is the “cutting” away of the foreskin of a Jewish 

male’s genitals.  

 

• “When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, “I am God Almighty; 

walk before me and be blameless. I will confirm my covenant between me and you and will greatly 

increase your numbers.” Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, “As for me, this is my 

covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations. No longer will you be called Abram; 

your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations. I will make you very 

fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you. I will establish my covenant as 

an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations 

to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you. The whole land of Canaan, 

where you are now an alien, I will give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants 

after you; and I will be their God.” Genesis 17:1-22 

 

God Promises Abraham and Sarah, a son. However, Sarah becomes impatient with God about a promised 

child. So, she instructs Abraham to sleep with her maidservant Hagar, and she births a child they name 

Ishmael-the father of all the Arab Nations. This is important because Jews and those of Arab descent are 

all brothers. We all have the same father-Abraham.  

 

• “Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian maidservant named 

Hagar, so she said to Abram, “The LORD has kept me from having children. Go, sleep with my 

maidservant; perhaps I can build a family through her…The angel of the LORD also said to her 

[Hagar]: “You are now with child, and you will have a son. You shall name him Ishmael, for the 

LORD, has heard of your misery. He will be a wild donkey of a man; his hand will be against 

everyone and everyone’s hand against him, and he will live in hostility toward all his brothers.” 

Genesis 16 

Later, God honors the covenant He “cut” with Abraham, Sarah births the “son of promise,” and they name 

him Isaac. 

• “Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did for Sarah what he had 

promised. Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the very time God 

had promised him. Abraham gave the name Isaac to the son Sarah bore him. When his son Isaac 

was eight days old, Abraham circumcised him, as God commanded him. Abraham was a hundred 

years old when his son Isaac was born to him. Sarah said, “God has brought me laughter, and 

everyone who hears about this will laugh with me.” And she added, “Who would have said to 

Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.” Genesis 

21:1-67 

 

Finally, it’s essential to understand that “History” has confirmed that God kept His promises to Abraham. 

God has:  

     

✓ Made Abram the father of a new country, Israel, and a people, the Jews.  

✓ Given Abram a “specific” piece of land-Israel.  

✓ Made Israel into a “Great Nation.”  

✓ Blessed Israel and the Jewish People. 

✓ Made Israel and the Jewish People have a “Great” name.  

✓ Blessed those who bless Israel and the Jewish People. 

✓ Cursed those who cursed Israel and the Jewish People.  
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✓ Used Israel and the Jewish People to bless the “Nations.” 

 

The writer of Hebrew summarizes what we just learned.  

 

• “By faith Abraham, even though he was past age—and Sarah herself was barren—was enabled to 

become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise. And so, from this 

one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as 

countless as the sand on the seashore… By faith, Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as 

a sacrifice. He who had received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, even 

though God had said to him, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” Abraham 

reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from 

death.” Hebrews 11:8-19 

 

What is the Single Most Significant Evidence of the Authenticity of the Bible? 

  
If someone asked you that question, how would you respond? If you’re a student of the Bible, then you 

already know the answer to that question. But if you are thinking about how to answer that question, here 

are other questions to ponder.  

▪ Who is the primary people group mentioned in the Bible?  

▪ What is God’s desire concerning these people?  

▪ Who is the central person mentioned in the Bible?  

▪ What does God’s Word say about these primary and central people?  

 

The Jewish people are the primary people of the Bible. Throughout the history of the Bible and the modern 

age, Jew-haters have tried to eradicate all Jews. All have failed. But if anyone tries again, God promises 

He will “protect” them. The Jews are also the ONLY “people” in world history to be driven from their 

“Land” and have come back to inhabit it again!  

 

Jesus Christ is the central person in the Bible. The contents of the Bible revolve around the “Living God,” 

His people, the Jews, His Holy City (Jerusalem), and the Jewish Messiah, Jesus Christ.  

 

But what would happen if all the Jewish people were driven into the sea? For example, consider the 

book of Danial chapter nine and his “70 7’s” (490 Years) prophecy.  

 

If there were no Jews, why would there be a need for a “Third Temple?”  

 

How could the Antichrist initiate a peace treaty with Israel if there was no Israel?  

 

What about the coming “Tribulation?” God promised to send 144,000 Hebrew Christians to evangelize the 

unbelievers (Jew and Gentile) “left behind?” But if there are no Jews, how can Hebrew Christians exist?  

 

What about Jesus Christ? He said He was coming back so His people, the Jews, would finally believe in 

Him. Would He come? Does He still exist? After all, Jesus is Jewish too.  

 

What about the “New Jerusalem” God is supposed to build? Is God going to relocate His Holy City to 

Dallas? How can there be a New Jerusalem without Israel?  

 



“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM  
Subtitled, “Sound the Trumpets in Zion” TM 

20    

What about the other prophesies throughout Scripture concerning Israel, the Jewish people, Jerusalem, and 

the Messiah?  

 

Therefore, if any of God’s promises is a lie, God is a liar. And if God is a liar, then by definition, He 

is not God. 

 

So, what is the single most significant evidence of the authenticity of the Bible?  

 

It is the existence of the Jewish people.  

 

Therefore, it is incongruent for anyone to call themselves “Christians” and hate the Jewish people.  

 

The Abrahamic Covenant and God’s Economy 

 
 

Now, let’s look at the “Abraham Covenant” in a context indicative of “God’s Economy.”  

 

It reveals how God intended for Jews and Gentiles to treat each other. 

 

    Jews-BLESS the Gentiles 

 

    

 

Gentiles-BLESS the Jews 
 

 

The word “BLESS” = LIFE 

In “simple terms,” you can confer a blessing and provide a blessing. 

1. To Confer a Blessing—Speak God’s favor and protection out loud or in your heart.  

✓ Example: At your Jewish Doctor’s office, you can pray God’s favor and protection “out loud” 

or “in your heart” over the Doctor, their “practice,” and their family.  

2. To Provide a Blessing—Cause or contribute an advantage, benefit, or help.  

  2017 by Michael BenA ar 31
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✓ Example: You can bring dinner to your Jewish neighbor. Or, you can mow their grass while 

you mow yours. Look for ways to give an advantage, benefit, or help to a Jew-ANY Jew-

believer or unbeliever.  

 

The word “CURSE” = DEATH 

In “simple terms,” you can confer a curse or provide a curse.  

1. To Confer a Curse –Speak harm or ill will out loud or in your heart.  

✓ Example: “I hate (Name). May you die a painful death.” 

2. To Provide a Curse - Cause or contribute harm or ill-will.  

✓ Example: “I hate “(Name). I’m going to hurt them.”  

 

Israel Museum, Israel is the “Apple of God’s Eye”  

 
Outside the Israel Museum in Jerusalem is a sculpture of an “Apple Core.” You’ll recall that in the Garden 

of Eden, where various species of trees produced fruit for Adam and Eve to eat. A widely held belief is 

that the “Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil,”’ which bore the “forbidden fruit,” was an apple tree. 

But there is no Biblical evidence to back that up. However, the apple reminds us that the Jewish Nation is 

categorized as the “apple” of God’s eye in Scripture. 

  

• “For this is what the LORD Almighty says: “After he has honored me and has sent me against the 

nations that have plundered you-for, whoever touches you touches the apple of his eye.” Zechariah 

2:8. 

 

In the Bible, “Apple of His Eye” does not describe any other nation—except Israel.  

 

Therefore, whoever “messes” with the Jews pokes God in His eye.  
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Covenants Five through Eight  

 

We now come to the Fifth Covenant or the “Old Covenant,” also referred to as “The Law” or “Mosaic 

Law.” This is a conditional covenant made between God and Israel (through Moses) and is no longer in 

effect today. 

 

So why was the law of the “Old Covenant” given?  

 

Adam, the “first man,” sinned. Therefore, ALL are born into sin.  

 

At Mount Sinai, God gave Moses the “Old Covenant Law,” which included a “system” for dealing with 

“ongoing sin.”   

 

God required that every time “someone” sinned, they would have to come to the Tabernacle (the First and 

Second Temple later) with an animal and sacrifice it. 

  

• “For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for 

yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life.” Leviticus 17:11  

Why were there so many sacrifices in the “Old Covenant?”  

 

• “This is why even the first covenant was not put into effect without blood. When Moses had 

proclaimed every commandment of the law to all the people, he took the blood of calves, together 

with water, scarlet wool, and branches of hyssop, and sprinkled the scroll and all the people. He 

said, “This is the blood of the covenant, which God has commanded you to keep.” In the same 

way, he sprinkled with the blood both the tabernacle and everything used in its ceremonies. In fact, 

the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood, 

there is no forgiveness.” Hebrews 9:18–22  

 

But why do people keep on sinning?  

Is there any way to stop that from happening?  

The answer is that “Man’s Law” and “God’s Law” has NO power to stop you from sinning.  

Let me explain. 
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Suppose you are a young man or woman living in a secluded area near a lake. Every Saturday, your father 

takes you to the lake to go fishing. As you grew up, you stopped going to the lake to fish as land developers 

came and built homes within this secluded area.  

 

One day, you’re walking your dog around the lake and spot this sign (see picture). How do you react? 

You say to yourself, “No Fishing.” I’ve been fishing here all of my life. I’ll show you ‘no fishing.’” So, 

you go home, get your fishing pole, go to the lake, and go fishing.  

 

The same can be said for a posted sign that indicates not to drive faster than 55 per hour, etc. Humans are 

born with the innate desire to “do” what “The Law” says NOT to do! Therefore, Man’s Law has no power 

to cause you not to go fishing or not to drive over 55 miles per hour. Man’s law wells up an inner desire 

to disobey the law.  

 

The same can be said about God’s LAW.  

 

God’s Law has no power to cause you not to steal, bear false testimony, covet your neighbor’s property, 

etc. The “Law” revealed that we are sinful and cannot obey it.  

 

• “What shall we say, then? Is the law sin? Certainly not… For I would not have known what 

coveting really was if the law had not said, “Do not covet.” But sin, seizing the opportunity 

afforded by the commandment, produced in me every kind of covetous desire. For apart from law, 

sin is dead. Once I was alive apart from law; but when the commandment came, sin sprang to life, 

and I died. I found that the very commandment that was intended to bring life actually brought 

death. For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment deceived me and, through 

the commandment, put me to death. So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, 

righteous, and good. Did that which is good, then, become death to me? By no means! But in order 

that sin might be recognized as sin, it produced death in me through what was good.” Romans 7  

➢ Let’s consider the following: it will provide more insights into the Old Covenant.  
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“Ideograms” in Scripture  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An “ideogram” is a symbol that represents an idea.  

 

By looking at the picture, you know what is being communicated.  

1. In the first picture, we know there are bathrooms for “women” and “men.”  

2. In the second picture, the man is contemplating which of the “two directions” to take.  

3. In the third picture, we know that “dogs are not allowed.”      

 

Many of the “Ideograms” from Scripture points to Jesus Christ.  

 

Now let’s consider the following ideogram.  

The Hebrew Letter “Shin”     
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The Hebrew alphabet contains 22 letters.  

 

The letter “Shin” is the 21st letter of the Hebrew alphabet.  

 

“Shin” is derived from the word “EL-Shaddai,” meaning God Almighty.  

❖ “EL” points to the “Power of God,” which means He helps.  

❖ “Shin” is the first letter of Shaddai and is derived from another word, “Breast,”-which means God 

blesses abundantly.  

 

It is widely accepted that each Hebrew Letter has a numerical value” and a “word picture” or ideographic 

meaning.  

 

The numerical value of “Shin” is 300.  

 

The ideographic or “word picture” of the letter “Shin” is God. 

 

In the picture, you can see that the “Shin” has three “branches.”  

 

Therefore, the next time you see “anyone” stretching out their arms and hands towards God in worship, 

the letter “Shin” is formed.  

 

Keep this in mind, too, when you are worshipping God.  

 

In the following story, Moses held his arms 

outstretched toward God-forming a “Shin” (see 

picture). When Moses kept his arms up, the 

Israelites were winning the battle. But when 

Moses let his hands down, the Israelites were 

losing the fight. So, Aaron and Hur propped 

Moses’s hands back up to God. 

 

• “The Amalekites came and attacked 

the Israelites at Rephidim. Moses said 

to Joshua, “Choose some of our men 

and go out to fight the Amalekites. 

Tomorrow I will stand on top of the hill with the staff of God in my hands.” So, Joshua fought 

the Amalekites as Moses had ordered, and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went to the top of the hill. As 

long as Moses held up his hands, the Israelites were winning, but whenever he lowered his hands, 

the Amalekites were winning. When Moses’ hands grew tired, they took a stone and put it under 

him, and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up—one on one side, one on the other—so 

that his hands remained steady till sunset. So, Joshua overcame the Amalekite army with the 

sword…Moses built an altar and called it The LORD is my Banner. He said, “For hands were lifted 

up to the throne of the LORD. The LORD will be at war against the Amalekites from generation to 

generation.” Exodus 17:8–16  
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You may recall the famed Jewish actor Leonard Nimoy, who portrayed Spock on the television and movie 

series “Star Trek.” You’ll remember Spock often displayed the “Vulcan Salute” (see GREEN arrow). The 

Vulcan Salute was derived by separating the palms of both hands with thumbs outstretched, and the middle 

and ring fingers parted so that each hand forms two V’s.  

The Vulcan Salute is, in fact, the letter “Shin.”  

 

Before his passing, Leonard publicly acknowledged how it came 

about that he used the letter “Shin” as the Vulcan Salute. You 

can find his short video on YouTube. Therefore, the next time you 

see a “Trekie” displaying the Vulcan Salute, you are seeing the 

“Shin” – the word picture of “God,” the God of the Bible. Ha! 
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The “Heart of Jerusalem” Forms the “Shin”  

Please 

focus on the BLACK arrow pointing to the black “dashes.” Trace” the black dashes and the “three 

branches.” and you can see the letter “Shin” is formed.  

 

Within the “Shin” are important “Places” in Jerusalem.  

 

Each of the three RED arrows in this picture identifies the three “branches” that form “Shin.”  Each branch 

identifies three “Key” Biblical sites. They are the following:  

1. “The Old City” or “Old Jerusalem.”  

2. “The Temple Mount”  

3. “The Mount of Olives.”   

 

The three RED arrows point to the Three Valleys that form the “Shin.” They are the following: 

1. “Hinnom Valley” 

2. “Tyropoen Valley” 

3. “Kidron Valley” 

 

It is no accident that God’s City is shaped using the Hebrew letter “Shin.”   
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The Ideogram of Tefillin in the Old Covenant  

 
 

Now, let’s consider the ideogram of “Tefillin.”  

 

God’s Law commanded the Jews to put God’s Word 

✓ On their minds  

✓ On their hearts 

Therefore, the Jews do it “literally.”   

 

Tefillin consists of two small boxes with leather straps attached to them. These “boxes” are also called 

“Phylacteries.”  

❖ One box is worn on the forehead and secured with a leather strap. Therefore, this box is on their 

“mind.”    

❖ The other box is worn on the left arm, and the long strap is wound around the arm seven times. 

This box is, therefore, closest to the heart or on their “heart.” 

 

The BLUE/RED arrows show the Teffilin on the arm and forehead. 

 

Therefore, in the “Old Covenant,” God’s Word was symbolically placed “externally.”  

❖ On the mind.  

❖ On the heart   

 

The PURPLE/White arrow shows that the letter “Shin” is also embossed on the Teffilin.   

Again, the “ideographic meaning of the letter “Shin” is the “picture” of God.  

 

Each box holds four passages of Scripture from the book of Exodus and Deuteronomy.  

 

Here are the four Scriptures found in the Tefillin boxes. The first two are: 

• “The LORD said to Moses, “Consecrate to me every firstborn male. The first offspring of every 

womb among the Israelites belongs to me, whether human or animal.” Then Moses said to the 

people, “Commemorate this day, the day you came out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery, because 
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the LORD brought you out of it with a mighty hand. Eat nothing containing yeast. Today, in the 

month of Aviv, you are leaving. When the LORD brings you into the land of the 

Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Hivites, and Jebusites—the land he swore to your ancestors to give 

you, a land flowing with milk and honey—you are to observe this ceremony in this month: For 

seven days eat bread made without yeast and on the seventh day hold a festival to the LORD. Eat 

unleavened bread during those seven days; nothing with yeast in it is to be seen among you, nor 

shall any yeast be seen anywhere within your borders. On that day, tell your son, ‘I do this because 

of what the LORD did for me when I came out of Egypt.’ This observance will be for you like a 

sign on your hand and a reminder on your forehead that this law of the LORD is to be on your lips. 

For the LORD brought you out of Egypt with his mighty hand. You must keep this ordinance at the 

appointed time year after year.” Exodus 13:1-10 

 

• “After the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites and gives it to you, as he promised on 

oath to you and your ancestors, you are to give over to the LORD the first offspring of every womb. 

All the firstborn males of your livestock belong to the LORD. Redeem with a lamb every firstborn 

donkey, but if you do not redeem it, break its neck. Redeem every firstborn among your sons. “In 

days to come when your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ Say to him, ‘With a mighty hand, 

the LORD brought us out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. When Pharaoh stubbornly refused to 

let us go, the LORD killed the firstborn of both people and animals in Egypt. This is why I sacrifice 

to the LORD, the first male offspring of every womb, and redeem each of my firstborn sons.’ And 

it will be like a sign on your hand and a symbol on your forehead that the LORD brought us out of 

Egypt with his mighty hand.” Exodus 13:11-16 

 

The last two passages found in the Tefillin are also found in the Mezuzah (the cousin of the Tefillin). 

These two passages are known as the “Shema.”  

 

• “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love the LORD your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your strength. These commandments that I give you today are 

to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and 

when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on 

your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your houses 

and on your gates.” Deuteronomy 6:4–9 

 

• “So, if you faithfully obey the commands I am giving you today—to love the LORD your God and 

to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul— then I will send rain on your land in its 

season, both autumn and spring rains, so that you may gather in your grain, new wine, and olive 

oil. I will provide grass in the fields for your cattle, and you will eat and be satisfied. Be careful, 

or you will be enticed to turn away and worship other gods and bow down to them. Then 

the LORD’s anger will burn against you, and he will shut up the heavens so that it will not rain, and 

the ground will yield no produce, and you will soon perish from the good land the LORD is giving 

you. Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your hands and 

bind them on your foreheads. Teach them to your children, talking about them when you sit at 

home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Write them on 

the doorframes of your houses and on your gates so that your days and the days of your children 

may be many in the land the LORD swore to give your ancestors, as many as the days that the 

heavens are above the earth.” Deuteronomy 11:13–21 
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The Ideogram of the Shofar Trumpet  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you can see in this picture, when God’s Shofar Trumpet is sounded, it is pointing upwards. When 

God’s Shofar Trumpet is being sounded, both arms are stretched out, forming the letter “SHIN”-the 

name of God.  

 

The Ideogram of the Mezuzah     

 
The cousin of the Tefillin is called the Mezuzah. The letter “Shin” also appears on every Mezuzah (see 

ORANGE/BLACK arrow). The Mezuzah is a “covering” that houses a piece of parchment (rolled like a 

scroll) with the verses (Shema) from Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and Deuteronomy 11:31-21. A Mezuzah is 

nailed On the upper right-hand side or “doorframe” of a Jewish person’s home.  

 

Before entering the house, a person puts their fingers to their mouth and “kisses” them. Then they place 

their “kissed” fingers on the Mezuzah, kissing God and His Word. Keep this in mind because, in Israel, 

you will see a Mezuzah on every door-literally. 
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As you leave the “Western Wall” area, you’ll also see this huge Mezuzah.” Here I have just kissed my 

fingers and now touching the Mezuzah. You should, too. The ORANGE/BLACK arrows point to the 

“Shin” and me touching the Mezuzah with my kissed fingers.  

 

Therefore, in the “Old Covenant,” God’s Law was placed symbolically and “externally.” 

✓ On the mind.  

✓ On the heart.  

✓ On the doorframe of the Jewish home  

 

But that’s about to change in the “New Covenant.” 

 

We now come to the 6th Covenant, which is the “Land Covenant. It is an unconditional covenant 

between God and Israel (through Moses) and is still in effect today. And according to God’s Word, the 

Land of Israel belongs to the Jews. 

 

• “You are standing here in order to enter into a covenant with the LORD your God, a covenant the 

LORD is making with you this day and sealing with an oath, to confirm you this day as his people, 

that he may be your God as he promised you and as he swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob…” Deuteronomy 29:1-29   

 

• “Even if you have been banished to the most distant land under the heavens, from there, the LORD 

your God will gather you and bring you back. He will bring you to the land that belonged to your 

fathers, and you will take possession of it… For the LORD is your life, and he will give you many 

years in the land he swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” Deuteronomy 30:1-

20 

 

After the Jews were exiled to the “four corners” of the World in 70 AD after the Romans destroyed 

Jerusalem and the Second Temple, the Jewish People “Longed” to RETURN.  
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A person who believes in the Jewish People’s “right of 

return” is a Zionist.  

❖ A “Zionist” is a person who believes in “Zionism.”  

❖ “Zionism” is a movement founded by Theodor 

Herzl (pictured) to return the Jews to Jerusalem 

and the Land of Israel. He is also considered to be 

the founder of the Zionist movement. In his 1896 

book Der Judenstaat, Theodor Herzl envisioned 

the founding of a future independent Jewish state 

during the 20th century.  

❖ Christians who understand their Bible are, in fact, “Zionists.” Christians know that the Jews have 

the right, based upon the (6th Covenant- “Land Covenant”), to return to Jerusalem and the Land 

of Israel-given to them by God Himself.  

 

The Bible is the Jewish Deed to the Land of Israel 

I have the Jerusalem Post APP on my phone and read it several times daily. I highly recommend you 

download the App, too. After all, you’ll want to know what God is up to in His City (Jerusalem) daily!  

 

Following is an excerpt from a recent article in the Jerusalem Post. By Tovah Lazaroff from the   

Jerusalem Post 4/30/2019 

 

In an unusual speech, Israel’s Ambassador to the United Nations, 

Danny Danon (pictured), defended the Jewish right to the Land 

of Israel, including the West Bank settlements, when he 

addressed the United Nations Security Council…Those rights 

rest on four pillars, Danon said, citing the Bible, history, legality, 

and the pursuit of international peace and security.  

 

God gave the land to the people of Israel in Genesis when he 

made a covenant with Abraham, said Danon. He held up a copy 

of the Bible for all the ambassadors present to see and said, “This is our deed to our land.”  

 

The international community holds that Israel’s presence in the West Bank is illegal. Danon argued that 

Israel has historical and biblical rights to the Holy Land, including Judea and Samaria.” From the book of 

Genesis to the Jewish exodus from Egypt, to receiving the Torah on Mount Sinai, to the gates of Canaan, 

and to the realization of God’s covenant in the Holy Land of Israel, the Bible paints a consistent picture. 

The entire history of our people and our connection to Eretz Yisrael begins right here,” Danon said.  

 

The Bible is accepted by all three monotheistic religions, Danon said, adding that “The Quran itself accepts 

the divine deed of the Jewish people to the Land of Israel.” Historically there was a Jewish kingdom on 

the land during Biblical times, with Jerusalem as the capital with its Jewish Temple, which was built twice 

and destroyed twice – first by the Babylonians, and second by the Romans, Danon explained. “Even the 

Romans themselves admitted the land was ours. Those of you who have visited Rome may have seen that 

Emperor Titus famously commemorated his victory and the Jewish expulsion by building an enormous 

arch on the Via Sacra in Rome. If you look at the Arch, it includes an illustration of his men carrying away 

the menorah from the Jewish Temple,” Danon said. The Romans attempted to destroy that link by 

renaming the land Palestina, Danon said. After the Romans, the land was conquered by the Crusaders and 
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then the Ottoman Empire. A Jewish community remained in the land over the next 2,000 years, but the 

bulk of the Jewish people were in exile, he explained. 

 

“For two millennia, Jews across the world continued to pray three times every day for our long-

awaited return home to Zion and Jerusalem. As we do every year on Passover. We say, “Next year 

in Jerusalem!”  

 

 He then turned to the issue of international law, starting with the 1917 British Balfour declaration that set 

out “a national home for the Jewish people” in the land of Israel after Great Britain had taken over that 

territory from the Ottoman Empire at the end of World War I. Danon explained that in presenting the 

document, British Foreign Secretary Lord Arthur Balfour wrote that the “declaration of sympathy with 

Jewish Zionist aspirations, which has been submitted to, and approved by, the Cabinet. In 1922, the 

mandate of the League of Nations not only stated its support for the establishment of a Jewish national 

home, it encouraged and facilitated the return of Jews in the diaspora to our homeland. It confirms, and I 

quote, ‘the historical connection of the Jewish people with Palestine and to the grounds for reconstituting 

their national home in that country,’” Danon said. He added that these documents were Zionist documents 

and showed that Zionism appeared in international law.  

 

Danon also pointed to the 1945 UN Charter, which speaks of the right of peoples to self-determination 

and to the rights of member states to defend themselves from armed attacks. In 1947, the UN partitioned 

the land into a Jewish state and an Arab state. The Jews accepted the plan, and the Arabs rejected it and 

then attacked the nascent Jewish state, Danon said. 

 

The 1948 armistice lines that marked the end of the Independence War “were never considered 

international borders. They were simply lines designating the end of the first battle in the Arab war against 

Israel,” Danon said. It was the Arabs who insisted that the armistice lines would not be permanent borders, 

he added. Because these lines are not borders, the Jewish communities in Judea and Samaria, to this day, 

do not cross any international borders. They are built on strategic land for Israel’s security and, as agreed 

by the parties in the Oslo Accords, would be classified as final status issues, he concluded.  

 

On the issue of security, he noted that Arab leaders had chosen violence long before settlements were 

built. The PLO was established in 1964, three years prior to the Six-Day War in 1967. “What did they 

need to liberate before 1967? And in 1964, not a single settlement existed in Judea and Samaria, and our 

right to exist was still rejected,” he said. To blame the Jewish communities of Judea and Samaria for the 

lack of peace between Israelis and Palestinians would be a deliberate oversight of history at best.”  

 

The existence of Israel is a testimony of God’s covenant-keeping grace.  

 

However, the world is coming against Israel to pressure them into surrendering their land. God warned 

that He would bring judgment against any nations that attempted to divide Israel. Tragically, “Israel” has 

given away “sections of land” in exchange for peace. Did they get peace? NO!  

True peace won’t come until the Prince of Peace returns. 

 

• “I will gather all nations and bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat. There I will enter into 

judgment against them concerning my inheritance, my people Israel, for they scattered my people 

among the nations and divided up my land.” Joel 3:2  

 

We now come to the Seventh Covenant.  
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The 7th Covenant is the Davidic Covenant. The Davidic Covenant is an unconditional covenant between 

God and David and is still in effect today. King David had it in mind to replace the “Tabernacle” with The 

Temple. But it would be his successor, his son King Solomon, who built the Temple. God said that nothing 

would ever destroy the House of David, and the Messiah” would come from David’s “seed” and the 

lineage of “Judah.”  

 

• “Nathan the prophet, “Here I am, living in a palace of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a 

tent…That night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying: “Go and tell my servant, David, 

‘This is what the LORD says: Are you the one to build me a house to dwell in? I have not dwelt in 

a house from the day I brought the Israelites up out of Egypt to this day…Wherever I have moved 

with all the Israelites, did I ever say to any of their rulers whom I commanded to shepherd my 

people Israel, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” Your house and your kingdom will 

endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.’” 2 Samuel 7:1-16 

 

We now come to the 8th Covenant or the “New Covenant.”  

 

God sent Jeremiah, the Prophet, to tell His people that an 8th Covenant-the “New Covenant” was coming 

for them. This is an unconditional covenant made between God and the “Northern Kingdom” and the 

“Southern Kingdom” (“Israel”) and is still in effect today. 

  

• “The time is coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of 

Israel and with the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers 

when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt because they broke my covenant, though 

I was a husband to them,” declares the LORD. “This is the covenant I will make with the house of 

Israel after that time,” declares the LORD. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their 

hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. No longer will a man teach his neighbor, 

or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD, ‘because they will all know me, from the least of 

them to the greatest,” declares the LORD. “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember 

their sins no more.” Jeremiah 31:31-34 

So, why was a “New Covenant” even necessary?  

 

To begin, because “Adam” sinned-ALL are born into sin. So, God set up a system for dealing with 

“ongoing sin,” which He revealed in the “Old Covenant.” God’s “system” required a blood sacrifice to 

“cover “sin.  

 

• “For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for 

yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life.” Leviticus 17:11  

 

God gave Moses “specific instructions on how to construct a “Tabernacle.” God required that every time 

“someone” sinned, they would have to come with an animal (like a sheep) and sacrifice it. The Tabernacle 

was eventually replaced with the first and second Temple. But this sacrificial system was never-ending 

because everyone continued sinning. 

 

Therefore, God had it in mind to replace the “Temporary System” of the “Old Covenant” with a 

Permanent Solution-the “New Covenant.”  
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A Contrast Between the “Old Covenant” and the “New Covenant”   

 

Now, let’s look at a brilliant and often overlooked passage in the New Testament” that contrasts the “Old 

Covenant” and the “New Covenant.”  It was written by Paul, a Hebrew Christian, and author of most of 

the “New Testament.”  

 

The following passage contrasts Abraham’s wife “Sarah” and her maidservant “Hagar.” The background 

for this passage is that “so-called” Christians had come from Jerusalem and were approaching Christians 

in the Galatian Church. They told “these” Christians, “You can’t be a Christian or have ‘salvation’ unless 

you also followed the Law.”  

 

• “For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the slave woman and the other by the free 

woman. His son by the slave woman was born in the ordinary way, but his son by the free woman 

was born as the result of a promise. These things may be taken figuratively, for the women 

represent two covenants. One covenant is from Mount Sinai and bears children who are to be 

slaves: This is Hagar. Now Hagar stands for Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present 

city of Jerusalem because she is in slavery with her children. But the Jerusalem that is above is 

free, and she is our mother. For it is written: “Be glad, O barren woman, who bears no children; 

break forth and cry aloud, you who have no labor pains; because more are the children of the 

desolate woman than of her who has a husband.” Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of 

promise. At that time, the son born in the ordinary way persecuted the son born by the power of 

the Spirit. It is the same now. But what does the Scripture say? “Get rid of the slave woman and 

her son, for the slave woman’s son will never share in the inheritance with the free woman’s son.”  

Therefore, brothers, we are not children of the slave woman but of the freewoman. It is for freedom 

that Christ has set us free.” Galatians 4:21–5:1  

  

This passage contrasts:  

1. Two “Earthly” Mothers: Hagar and Sarah. 

2. Two Destinies: Slave and Free.  

3. Two Sons: Ishmael and Isaac.  

4. Two Births: “Natural”-by the Ordinary Way and “Supernatural”-by God’s Promise,  

5. Two Covenants: “Old Covenant” and “New Covenant.”  

6. Two Mountains: Mount Sinai and Mount Zion.  

7. Two Jerusalems: “Earthly Jerusalem” and “Jerusalem from above.” 

8. Two Ways to Live: No Life and Abundant LIFE.  

9. Two Eras: Israel is “Led Away Captive,” and “Israel Returns.”    

10. Two Brotherly Persecutions: Ishmael and Isaac. 

11. Two On-Going Earthly Persecutions: The Middle Eastern People and the Jewish People. 

12. Two On-Going Spiritual Persecutions: “Unbelievers” and Believers.”    

13. Two “Spiritual” Mothers” Hagar and Sarah.  

 

To begin, Paul addresses the Christians, who were considering going back to trying to obey the Law.  

 

Paul’s concerns can be summarized with this question.  

 

Do you know what you are getting yourself into if you decide to live by the Law? 

 

•  “Tell me, you who want to be under the law, are you not aware of what the law says?” 
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Paul reminds “these” Christians that Abraham had two sons: Ishmael and Isaac.  

1. Ishmael’s mother was Hagar, and she was a “slave” to Abraham and Sarah.  

2. Isaac’s mother was Sarah, Abraham’s wife, and she was a “free” woman.  

 

• “For it is written that Abraham had two sons. One by the slave woman and the other by the free 

woman.” 

 

Next, Paul contrasts the “natural birth” of Ishmael and the “supernatural birth” of Isaac. You will recall 

that God had promised Sarah and Abraham a son even though both were beyond childbearing years. 

Eventually, Sarah felt the “son of promise” was not coming, so she insisted that Abraham sleep with their 

“Slave Woman,” Hagar. In “Middle Eastern” culture, if a woman could not have a baby, there were 

devastating emotional and social consequences. So, it was common for another woman to be a surrogate. 

Abraham slept with Hagar, and she gave birth to a son, Ishmael.  

 

Ishmael came into this world “In the Ordinary Way.” He came through “natural birth.”  

 

Abraham and Sarah were beyond childbearing years. But God fulfills His Promise, and Isaac, the “Son of 

Promise,” is born. Therefore, Isaac came into this world through “supernatural birth.”  

 

• “His son by the slave woman was born in the ordinary way, but his son by the freewoman was 

born as the result of a promise.”  

 

Later, we will see that Jesus also came into this world because of “God’s Promise.” However, Jesus came 

from both “supernatural conception” and “supernatural birth.” That said, every person is born once in the 

“ordinary way” (natural birth). However, God provides an opportunity to be “born from above” or “born 

again.” This is “spiritual birth,” which occurs when anyone believes in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Believers are, in fact, “Sons of Promise.”  

 

➢ Jesus said, “Truly, I tell you emphatically, unless a person is born from above, he cannot see the 

kingdom of God.” John 3:3 (ISV)  

 

Paul uses Hagar and Sarah to contrast the “Old Covenant” with the “New Covenant.” Then Paul contrasts 

“Mount Sinai” and “Mount Zion.” And then, he contrasts the “Earthly Jerusalem” and the “Jerusalem 

from above.”  

  

• “These things may be taken figuratively, for the women represent two covenants. One covenant is 

from Mount Sinai and bears children who are to be slaves: This is Hagar. Now Hagar stands for 

Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present city of Jerusalem because she is in slavery 

with her children. But the Jerusalem that is above is free, and she is our mother.”  

 

Before continuing, let’s go to the book of Hebrews, where the writer contrasts “Mount Sinai” and “Mount 

Zion.”  

 

Mount Sinai is in the desert. 

 

• “You have not come to a mountain that can be touched, and that is burning with fire; to darkness, 

gloom and storm; to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that those who heard it 

begged that no further word be spoken to them because they could not bear what was commanded: 



“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM  
Subtitled, “Sound the Trumpets in Zion” TM 

37    

“If even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned.” The sight was so terrifying that Moses 

said, “I am trembling with fear.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mount Zion is in the Heavenly Promised Land. 

 

• “But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You 

have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, to the church of the firstborn, 

whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of 

righteous men made perfect, to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant.” Hebrews 12:18–24  

 
 

“You SHALL” or “I WILL” It’s Your Chose to Make!  

 

Hagar, the “Slave” woman,” represents the “Old Covenant,” which was given to God’s people on Mount 

Sinai in Arabia. This corresponds to those from the “Present City of Jerusalem”-Jews.  

 

The “Old Covenant” was a Covenant of Fear and Death and can be summed up this way. 

“You Shall. You Shall. You Shall, Or Else!” 

Everyone who lives by The Law of the “Old Covenant” is Hagar’s Children. 

 

However, Sarah, the “Free” woman, represents the “New Covenant.” Her children are from “The 

Jerusalem that is above.” This corresponds to those from “Heavenly Jerusalem” - Believers.  

 

          

72

           

71
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The “New Covenant” is a Covenant of Grace and Life and can be summed up this way. 

“I WILL. I WILL. I WILL, I PROMISE!” 

Everyone who lives by The Grace of the “New Covenant” is Sarah’s Children. 

 

Continuing, Paul introduces a passage of Scripture from Isaiah 54:1.  

 

• “For it is written: “Be glad, O barren woman, who bears no children; break forth and cry aloud, 

you who have no labor pains; because more are the children of the desolate woman than of her 

who has a husband.”  

 

The background is that King Nebuchadnezzar had destroyed the Temple and Jerusalem. He had taken the 

Jews captive back to Babylon (for 70 years). So, from the Jews' perspective, " everything " appeared 

hopeless. So, Isaiah offers them HOPE.  

 

Isaiah says the “barren and desolate woman” (“Nation of Israel”) will “One Day” will return to their land 

and that Israel and the Jewish People will flourish. Isaiah’s prophesy was fulfilled as the Jewish people 

were back in their Land. And for the first time (in 2018), more Jewish people were living in Israel than in 

any other country in the World. The people of God are flourishing in terms of population, and God’s 

People are also thriving economically. 

Next, Paul addresses “These Christians” who were considering going back to obeying “The Law” as 

“brothers” (believers in Jesus Christ). This is to remind them that, like Isaac, “All” believers are “Children 

of Promise.”  

 

• “Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise.”  

 

Growing up, Ishmael persecuted his younger brother Isaac. But keep in mind that Ishmael was also the 

father of ALL the Arabic and Middle Eastern People. Therefore, today, some Middle Eastern People are 

still persecuting “Isaac”- God’s People, the Jews.  

 

• “At that time, the son born in the ordinary way persecuted the son born by the power of the Spirit. 

It is the same now.” 

 

But not only that, Today, there is a “spiritual persecution” taking place between “unbelievers” and 

“believers.” It’s an ongoing Spiritual Battle that will continue to intensify until the very “END.” Finally, 

Paul reminds these Christians who were thinking about going back to “The Law” with this admonition, 

“Get rid of the “Slave Women,” once and for all. Do Not go back to “The Law.” Stand firm in your faith. 

A “Yolk of Slavery continually burdens those who attempt to live by The Law.” 

 

• “But what does the Scripture say? “Get rid of the slave woman and her son, for the slave woman’s 

son will never share in the inheritance with the free woman’s son.” Therefore, brothers, we are not 

children of the slave woman but of the freewoman. It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. 

Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.” Galatians 

4:21–5:1 

 

Following notice the spiritual progression of both mothers.  
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Hager = The Slave Woman = Ishmael = Born in the Ordinary Way = Mount Sinai = Old Covenant = 

“You Shall-or ELSE” = Fear = Lost in Sins = Never Ending Animal Blood Sacrifices = Separated From 

God = The Present Jerusalem = Unbelievers = Self-Righteous = Man Puts God’s Law On their Hearts and 

Minds = The Works of the Flesh = Broken = No Hope = Lifting Up of Self = Slaves to The Law = 

Condemned = False Gospels = False Christs = Worth Based On Works = Worldly Mind = NO Life = Die  

= Great White Throne Judgement = Punishment = Eternity = Hell = Lake of Fire. 

 

Sarah = The Free Woman = Isaac = Born of Promise = Mount Zion = New Covenant = “I WILL-I 

PROMISE” = Faith = Saved From Sins = ONE Blood Sacrifice of Jesus Christ = Reunited to God  = The 

Heavenly Jerusalem = Believers = Declared Righteous = God Puts His Law In Man’s Hearts and Minds 

= The Fruits of The Spirit = Healing for Brokenness = Hope = Dependency Upon God = Freedom from 

the Law = Loved = True Gospel = Jesus Christ = Worth Based On Our Identity in Christ = Abundant LIFE 

= Mind of Christ = Die = Judgment Seat of Christ = Rewards = Eternity = Heaven = New Jerusalem.  
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Who is Your Spiritual Mother?  

 
Today, three groups of people (Jews, Muslims, and Christians) claim Abraham as their Father.  

Yes, that is true. But the question is, who is your “Spiritual Mother?” 
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The Promises and Benefits of the “New Covenant” 

 

There is no other way to have a relationship with God and to be reconciled to Him apart from 

believing in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Scripture offers many promises and benefits from believing in 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 

Here are the eight major ones.  

 

I provide one Scripture per benefit. However, there are more stories and verses to support each which 

support each.  

 

1. Forgiveness from Sins- In the Old Covenant, God introduced the “Mosaic Law.” It contained 613 

rules and laws. God also introduced the “sacrificial system” at the Tabernacle and then in the first 

and second Temples. The Jewish people broke God’s Law, so the blood of animal sacrifices was 

required to cover and atone for sins. But that “system” was never ending because everyone kept 

on sinning. Thankfully, God promised a “New Covenant” to replace the “Old Covenant.” God also 

supplied a “Once and for all Sacrifice,” God’s “One and Only Son,” the “Spotless Passover Lamb,” 

the Jewish Messiah Jesus Christ. Therefore, God took “ALL” sin (Past, Present, and Future) and 

put it ALL ON Jesus Christ. 

 

“In Christ,” all of your past, present, and future sins are forgiven.  

• “My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one 

who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice 

for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.” 1 John 2:1-2 

 

2. Declared Righteousness- Right standing with God (“righteousness”) was never attained by 

“works” and attempts to obey all the Laws of the Old Covenant.  

 

“In Christ,” you have been declared “Righteous” before God. 

• “We are, therefore, Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We 

implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for 

us so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” 2 Corinthians 5:20–21 

 

3. A Relationship with God- Blood sacrifices and attempts to obey the Law never produced a 

personal relationship with God. So, in the Old Covenant, God ordained the Levitical priesthood. 

God also ordained a “High Priest” to intercede on the Jewish people’s behalf. Once a year, on the 

“Day of Atonement,” the High Priest conducted sacrificial rituals. Then he entered the “Holy of 

Holies” to make atonement for Israel’s sins. However, the High Priest never sat down. He was 

always standing before God. Thankfully, Jesus Christ is the “Great High Priest” of the New 

Covenant. He interceded with God “once and for all” and then sat down at the right hand of the 

Father in Heaven.  

 

“In Christ,” you have 24/7 access to God and a personal relationship with Him.  

• “He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize 

him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who received 

him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— children 

born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. The Word 

became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and 
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Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. John testifies concerning him. He cries 

out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he 

was before me.’” From the fullness of his grace, we have all received one blessing after another. 

For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever 

seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.” John 1:10-

18 

 

4. The Indwelling Holy Spirit- In the Old Covenant, the Jews symbolically placed God’s word on 

their mind, on their heart, and on the doors of their homes via Tefillin and Mezuzah. At His death 

on the cross, Jesus initiated the New Covenant. After being buried, three days later, Jesus was 

resurrected. He then spent the next 40 days with His disciples, proving that He was “risen.” Then 

on the “Day of Pentecost,” Jesus ascended into Heaven and sent down the Holy Spirit. Therefore 

immediately after believing in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, God deposits His Word via the Holy 

Spirit IN your mind and IN your heart.  

 

“In Christ,” you have His LIFE in you.  

• “In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach until the day 

he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had 

chosen. After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that 

he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 

On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave 

Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For 

John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” So when 

they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to 

Israel?” He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 

authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:1–11 

 

5. Eternal Life in Heaven with God- The “Tree of Life” in the garden of Eden offered eternal life. 

But after Adam and Eve sinned and were removed from the garden, God would have to provide 

another way. Thankfully, by believing in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, you are promised eternal life 

in Heaven with God, surrounded by friends, family, and loved ones who also believe in the Gospel. 

Heaven is a joyful place where there are no more tears and no more pain. Jesus Christ is “The Way” 

He is the “Tree of Life.”  

 

“In Christ,” you have the guarantee of eternal life with God. 

• “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is 

everyone who is hung on a tree.” He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might 

come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.” 

Galatians 3:13-14 

 

6. A Bodily Resurrection 

Scripture is clear-resurrection from the dead is real. The Bible records the stories of three people who were 

resurrected in the Old Testament. Then it records three people who were resurrected from the dad in the 

New Testament. Then Jesu Christ (the seventh person) was resurrected from the dead. The Bible records 

hundreds more who were resurrected after Jesus.  

 

“In Christ,” you have the assurance of a bodily resurrection. 
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• “But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 

who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly 

bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.” Philippians 3:20-21  

 

7. Will Rule and Reign with God 

Scripture promises that God will create a “New Heaven,” a “New Earth,” and a “New Jerusalem.” God 

also promises that believers will rule and reign with Him for a thousand years, also called the “Millennial 

Reign.”  

 

“In Christ,” you have the sure hope that you will rule and reign with Jesus Christ. 

• “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 

and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 

heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice 

from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They 

will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear 

from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of 

things has passed away.” He, who was seated on the throne, said, “I am making everything new!” 

Revelation 21:1-8 

 

8.Receive Rewards from God  

The Bible indicates a time of “Judgment” for both believers and non-believers. For believers, we will be 

judged at the “Bema Seat” or the “Judgement Seat of Christ.” Here you will receive rewards for the works 

accomplished during your lifetime that were initiated by God and carried out by His Spirit. Rewards are 

not given for works initiated and performed by your “flesh.” Thankfully, your sins are never judged as they 

have been forgiven by the “Finished” work of Jesus Christ. However, unbelievers will be judged at the 

“Great White Throne Judgement.” Unbelievers are punished for their sins and receive eternal separation 

from God in Hell.  

 

“In Christ,” you will receive rewards from God.  

• “Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an 

eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. Meanwhile, we groan, longing to be clothed 

with our heavenly dwelling because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. For while 

we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be 

clothed with our heavenly dwelling so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. Now it is 

God who has made us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing 

what is to come.”  2 Corinthians 5: 1-10 
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Truths to Combat Misunderstandings  

 

Having reviewed the “Old and New” Covenants, we must address some misunderstandings that some 

Christians seem to have.  

 

To begin, some Christians erroneously believe that the “Old Testament” is the “Old Covenant.” 

 

The truth is that:  

❖ The “Old Testament” (Genesis to Malachi) is NOT the “Old Covenant.” Instead, God initiated 

Eight Covenants in the “Old Testament.”  

❖ The 1st Covenant (Edenic Covenant) is no longer in effect. The 5th Covenant (Old Covenant) is 

also no longer in force but has been replaced with the “New Covenant.”    

❖  Covenants 2,3, 4, 6, 7, and 8 are still in effect.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The “Old Covenant” was a “Temporary System,” as God had it in mind to replace it with a Permanent 

Solution-the “New Covenant.” 

 

God gave the “New Covenant” to His People- “Israel” (see RED arrow), which are the “Northern 

Kingdom” and “Southern Kingdoms” -Judah” (see PURPLE arrow) after they were “divided.” 

 

• “The time is coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of 

Israel and with the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers 

when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt because they broke my covenant, though 

I was a husband to them,” declares the LORD. “This is the covenant I will make with the house of 

Israel after that time,” declares the LORD. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their 

hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. No longer will a man teach his neighbor, 

or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD, ‘because they will all know me, from the least of 

them to the greatest,” declares the LORD. “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember 

their sins no more.” Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 

Unfortunately, some Christians erroneously believe that the “New Testament” is the “New Covenant.”  

The truth is that:  
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❖ The “New Testament” (Matthew to Revelation) is NOT the “New Covenant.” Instead, the “New 

Testament” contains the “New Covenant,” which God foretold was coming for His People, the 

Jews, in the “Old Testament” through the Prophet Jeremiah.  

 

There is also debate about when the “New Covenant” took effect. So, consider this.  

 

Most likely, you’ve “initiated” your “Last Will and Testament,” which is, in fact, a “Covenant.” But your 

“Last Will and Testament” won’t take “effect” until you die.  

 

Therefore: The “New Covenant” did not begin in the book of “Matthew” (the first book) of the “New 

Testament.” The “New Covenant” took “effect” when Jesus Christ, God’s One and Only Son, died on the 

Feast of Passover. Instead, all the while Jesus was alive, the “Old Covenant” was still in “effect.” Many 

of Jesus’ words recorded in the Four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) contain “Old Covenant” 

verbiage and terminology. Sadly, many Christians do not want to read the “Old Testament.” They say, 

“Why bother? I have the ‘New Testament’ and the ‘New Covenant.’” Yes, that is True! But to fully 

appreciate the “Spiritual Riches” you have in Jesus Christ, we need to understand the “Old Testament.”  

 

Jesus wrote you a lengthy “Love Letter.” His “Love Letter” begins in Genesis and continues to the last 

book of the Bible, “Revelation.”  

 

In conclusion, God has declared that the “Old Covenant” is no longer in effect and that the “New 

Covenant” has replaced it. Therefore: 

    

1. Why do many Jews still live according to the law of the “Old Covenant?”  

2. Why do many Jews don’t understand that a “New Covenant” was coming for them?  

3. Why do many Jews who have heard of the “New Covenant” not believe it?  

 

The answer to those and similar questions is that the “minds” and “hearts” of unbelievers (Jews and 

Gentiles) are “dull” (spiritually darkened) and that their “spiritual eyes” are “covered” so they cannot 

“see.”   

 

• “Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in letters on stone, came with glory, 

so that the Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of its glory, fading though 

it was, will not the ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? If the ministry that condemns men 

is glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that brings righteousness! For what was 

glorious has no glory now in comparison with the surpassing glory. And if what was fading away 

came with glory, how much greater is the glory of that which lasts! Therefore, since we have such 

a hope, we are very bold. We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to keep the 

Israelites from gazing at it while the radiance was fading away. But their minds were made dull, 

for to this day, the same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed 

because only in Christ is it taken away. Even to this day, when Moses is read, a veil covers their 

hearts. But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. Now the Lord is the Spirit, 

and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we, who with unveiled faces all 

reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, 

which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.” 2 Corinthians 3:7–18   

Please remember that the Jews are still God’s Chosen People. Israel has been set “aside” for a “set time.” 

During this time, Gentiles have the opportunity to believe the Gospel. But after the “full measure of the 

Gentiles” comes in. “One Day,” ALL of “Israel” will be “saved.”  
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A day will come when God’s people finally believe in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Sadly, many Jews 

continue to seek God’s “righteousness” through “Works.” They believe they “earn” God’s favor by 

obeying “The Law” of the “Old Covenant.” But that’s IMPOSSIBLE to do. Most haven’t heard there is 

a “New Covenant.” Or they do not understand or believe it.  

 

Therefore, someone must tell the Jewish people about the “New Covenant.”  

Maybe, that “someone” is you!  

 

• “It does not, therefore, depend on man’s desire or effort, but on God’s mercy. For the Scripture 

says to Pharaoh: “I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power in you and 

that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” Therefore, God has mercy on whom he wants 

to have mercy…Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same lump of clay some 

pottery for noble purposes and some for common use... What, then shall we say? That the Gentiles, 

who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith; but Israel, who 

pursued a law of righteousness, has not attained it. Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith 

but as if it were by works.” Romans 9:16-33 

 

Remind Yourself of the Truths of the Gospel of Jesus Christ Every Day  

 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is not a “believe it once and done with it Gospel.” Yes, we receive all of 

God’s promises and benefits at the moment of belief in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. However, the 

reality is God intends to do His work in our minds and hearts, and life-DAILY. Therefore, we need 

His Gospel every day.  

 

• “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our 

sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If 

we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar, and his word has no place in our 

lives...But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, 

the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the 

sins of the whole world.” 1 John 1:8–2:2  

 

“This generation has forgotten that the 

Gospel Message does not clean up and 

shine the outside of a person. Rather, it 

bores into the very heart and soul of a 

person and radically changes that 

person from the inside forever.” -A.W. 

Tozer-  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2

 The blood of the 
Messiah, Jesus, is the 
basis for the  New 
Covenant. 

 The blood of the 
Messiah ra  ed, 

signed, and sealed the 
 New Covenant.  

 The  New Covenant  
is for BOTH Jews and 
Gen les who believe 
in the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ.
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Living Out the Truths of the “New Covenant”    

 

The writer of Hebrews confirms that the “Old Covenant” is obsolete. 

 

• “For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been sought 

for another. But God found fault with the people and said: “The time is coming, declares the Lord 

when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. It will not 

be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out 

of Egypt because they did not remain faithful to my covenant, and I turned away from them, 

declares the Lord. This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time, 

declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be 

their God, and they will be my people. No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his 

brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord, ‘because they will all know me, from the least of them to the 

greatest. For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” By calling 

this covenant “new,” he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and aging will 

soon disappear.” Hebrews 8:7-13 

 
Jewish (and Gentile) Believers must not return to the “Old Covenant.” 

  

• “We…know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So, we, 

too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by 

observing the law because by observing the law, no one will be justified. “If, while we seek to be 

justified in Christ, it becomes evident that we ourselves are sinners, does that mean that Christ 

promotes sin? Absolutely not…For through the law, I died to the law so that I might live for God. 

I have been crucified with Christ, and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the 

body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me…You foolish 

Galatians…Before your very eyes, Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified…Did you 

receive the Spirit by observing the law or by believing what you heard? Are you so foolish? After 

beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort? Have you 

suffered so much for nothing—if it really was for nothing? Does God give you his Spirit and work 

miracles among you because you observe the law, or because you believe what you heard? 

Consider Abraham: “He believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” Understand, 

then, that those who believe are children of Abraham. The Scripture foresaw that God would justify 

the Gentiles by faith and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed 

through you.” So those who have faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. All who 

rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who does not 

continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.” Clearly, no one is justified before God 

by the law because, “The righteous will live by faith.” The law is not based on faith; on the 

contrary, “The man who does these things will live by them.” Christ redeemed us from the curse 

of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.” 

He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through 

Christ Jesus…The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. The Scripture does not say 

“and to seeds,” meaning many people, but “and to your seed,” meaning one person, who is Christ. 

What I mean is this: The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant previously 

established by God and thus do away with the promise. For if the inheritance depends on the law, 

then it no longer depends on a promise; but God, in his grace, gave it to Abraham through a 

promise. What, then, was the purpose of the law? It was added because of transgressions until 

the Seed to whom the promise referred had come. The law was put into effect through angels 
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by a mediator. A mediator, however, does not represent just one party; but God is one. Is the law, 

therefore, opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely not! For if a law had been given that could 

impart life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law. But the Scripture declares 

that the entire world is a prisoner of sin so that what was promised, being given through faith in 

Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe. Before this faith came, we were held prisoners 

by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed. So, the law was put in charge to lead us to 

Christ that we might be justified by faith. Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the 

supervision of the law.” Galatians 2:15-3 

 

The Garden of Gethsemane- “Natural Jews” and “Spiritual Jews” 

 
 

When you visit the “Garden of Gethsemane,” you will see eight (original) olive trees that date back 

several thousand years. It was recently discovered that these eight olive trees are actually “siblings” 

belonging to the same “mother” tree. This was confirmed by DNA testing. This means these eight ancient 

olive trees came from cuttings, i.e., branches that had been pruned and then grafted, belonging to the same 

“mother” tree. This is a beautiful picture of both Jews and Gentiles who believe in the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ and receive the promises and blessings of God. Both groups are grounded by the same root, the 

Messiah, drinking the same sap, God's Holy Spirit. That’s why Gentile Christ-followers are admonished 

from boasting against or being arrogant to God's covenant people, the Jews. God “Has Not” forgotten 

about His people- “Natural Jews.”  
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Here’s what the Apostle Paul (a 

Hebrew Christian) says.  

 

• “Again, I ask: Did they 

[Israel] stumble so as to 

fall beyond recovery? 

Not at all! Rather, 

because of their 

transgression, salvation 

has come to the Gentiles 

to make Israel envious. 

But if their transgression 

means riches for the 

world, and their loss 

means riches for the 

Gentiles, how much greater riches will their fullness bring! I am talking to you, Gentiles. Inasmuch 

as I am the apostle to the Gentiles…For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what 

will their acceptance be but life from the dead…if the root is holy, so are the branches. If some of 

the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in among 

the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root, do not boast over those 

branches. If you do, consider this: You do not support the root, but the root supports you. You will 

say then, “Branches were broken off so that I could be grafted in.” Granted. But they were broken 

off because of unbelief, and you stand by faith. Do not be arrogant but be afraid. For if God did 

not spare the natural branches, he will not spare you either. Consider, therefore, the kindness and 

sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but kindness to you, provided that you continue in 

his kindness. Otherwise, you also will be cut off. And if they do not persist in unbelief, they will 

be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. After all, if you were cut out of an olive tree 

that is wild by nature and, contrary to nature, were grafted into a cultivated olive tree, how much 

more readily will these, the natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree! I do not want 

you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may not be conceited: Israel has 

experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in. And so, all Israel 

will be saved, as it is written: “The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away 

from Jacob. And this is my covenant with them when I take away their sins.” Romans 11:11–32 

 

That said, according to the Bible, there are two groups of people:  

1. Jews- “Natural Jews” 

2. Gentiles- “Non-Jews” 

 

God intended that His People, “Natural Jews,” would receive “The New Covenant.”  

But they did not “believe.” Therefore, God’s grace and mercy have been extended to include the Gentiles- 

“Non-Jews.” So, now there are still two groups of people.  

1. Jews- “Natural Jews” and “Spiritual Jews” 

2. Gentiles- “Non-Jews” 

 

In God’s eyes, Gentiles who believe in the Gospel of Jesus Christ are considered to be “Spiritual Jews.” 

“Spiritual Jews” (Gentile Christians) have been “Engrafted” into God’s “Olive Tree”- Israel. 
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Part Two 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
• “And without faith, it is impossible to please God because anyone who comes to him must believe that 

he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.” Hebrews 11:6 

 

The ability to forgive and to receive forgiveness is at the “core” of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

Forgiveness encompasses: 

❖ Forgiving others for sins that were committed against you.  

❖ Being forgiven for sins you committed against others.  

 

Therefore, to set up an explanation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, here is the story of healing that came 

after I forgave the Germans for what they did to my family. It is followed by the story of being forgiven 

for stealing four silver trumpets.  

  

Yad Vashem, The Jewish Holocaust Museum  

“Never Again!”  

 
The name “Yad Vashem” is taken from Isaiah 56:4-5. 

 

• “I will give within my temple and its walls a memorial and a name better than sons and 

daughters; I will give them an everlasting name that will not be cut off.”  

 

Pictured is the path leading to the entrance of Yad Vashem called “The Avenue of the Righteous.” On 

the “The Avenue of the Righteous” are plaques and trees honoring “Righteous Gentiles” -people who 

“saved” Jews from the Holocaust. Please stop by each of their memorial plaques and say, “Thank You!” 

for “saving” even—one Jew.  
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 Two of the most famous “Righteous Gentiles” are Corrie ten Boon and 

Oscar Schindler. Corrie was part of the “underground workers” who hid 

Jews in their homes. Corrie’s story was depicted in the widely 

distributed film The Hiding Place. If you have never seen the movie, 

please watch it! It is life-changing!  

     

Oscar Schindler is another “Righteous Gentile.”  His story was depicted 

in the movie “Schindler’s List.” Oscar Schindler is credited with saving 

over 1,200 Jews. He spent millions of his own money and risked his life 

many times. “Schindler’s List” won seven Oscars in 1993, including “Best 

Picture.” If you have not seen the movie or it has been a while seen you’ve 

seen it, please watch it! Also, please stop by Oscar Schindler’s plaque on the 

Avenue of the Righteous and tell him, “Thank you!” Or, you can go to Oscar 

Schindler’s grave and tell him, “Thank You” there. In Hebrew tradition, you 

indicate that you have visited the grave of a loved one by placing a stone 

on top of the grave. As you can “see,” Oscar Schindler has had many visitors.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inside Yad Vashem is a series of open doors that wind in and out of the main hallway (pictured). Each 

entry is a gallery that progressively tells the story of the Holocaust through storyboards, pictures, artifacts, 

and film as you wind in and out of the doors of the Holocaust Museum 
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“We Will Never Forget” 

 
There is also a large room with multiple computer monitors where those who lost loved ones can view 

digital archives of their family who died. Inside Yad Vashem, you will also see IDF soldiers with their 

commanders. They are required to go to Yad Vashem each year as part of their training.  

 

This is so they will “NEVER FORGET” as a visual reminder of why they serve to protect Israel.  

 
 

After viewing the galleries, you will visit a turret called “The Hall of Names.” As you look up, you can 

see the faces of thousands who perished.  
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The Story of My Family 

  

In the story about “Masada,” you’ve already read about my family’s mental health struggles related to the 

Holocaust. These struggles are common among many Jewish people. That said, it is unlikely that you lost 

a family member during the Holocaust. Therefore, please adopt my family and me into your heart when 

you visit Israel and tour “Yad Vashem.”  

 

Growing up, I was indoctrinated about Zionism and the Jews’ responsibility to make “Alijah” (Return to 

Israel). I participated at the local Ken Jewish community center, and my parents sent me to Zionist camps 

every summer. I also attended Synagogue every Saturday and Hebrew school after “regular” school every 

day. I also had my Bar Mitzvah. But quite frankly, none of my Jewish upbringing made sense to me.  

 

Then at nineteen, I learned about the prophet Jeremiah’s prophecy concerning the “New Covenant” God 

said He was going to send to Israel and the Jewish people to replace the “Old Covenant.” The 

“righteousness” (Right Standing with God) that the Jews sought to obtain by obeying the laws of the Old 

Covenant was unattainable as no one could obey all 613 laws, plus the hundreds more that the Jews added. 

Instead, the New Covenant promised that righteousness with God was obtained by believing in the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ. 

1. Jesus Christ was crucified on the cross as a sin substitute, and His blood was spilled to cover and 

forgive all past, present, and future sins.  

2. Jesus died and was buried that same day.  

3. Three days later, the gravestone that sealed Jesus’s body was miraculously rolled away, and Jesus 

Christ was resurrected. 

4. Jesus Christ gives us His LIFE through the indwelling, Precious Holy Spirit.  

 

I also heard the following verses:   

 

• “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the word of faith we are 

proclaiming: That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that 

God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and 

are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. As the Scripture says, 

“Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” For there is no difference between Jew and 

Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, for “Everyone who calls 

on the name of the Lord will be saved.” Romans 10:8-13 

 

Therefore, I confessed with my mouth that “Jesus is Lord,” and I believed in my heart that “Jesus 

Christ was resurrected from the dead,” and I received salvation from God.  

 

I became a “Hebrew Christian” and began my forty-two-year relationship with Jesus, Jesus’ followers, and 

His “Church.”  Christianity is, in fact, the fulfillment of Judaism.  

 

According to the Abrahamic Covenant, my role as a Jew (and ALL Jews) is to BLESS the Gentiles. In turn, 

it is the Gentile’s job to BLESS the Jews. It is a symbiotic relationship. “Israel” is blessing the Gentile 

World in every field of endeavor. Israel, in turn, is blessed by Gentile Christians who understand the 

Abrahamic Covenant. That’s one of the reasons “they” come to Israel.  

 

As a second-generation survivor of the Holocaust, I have studied Adolf Hitler and the Holocaust. I 

discovered that Adolf Hitler had a Bible and a gun in one hand. Why? His intent and desire were to 
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kill ALL Jews in the world to disprove the Bible. Therefore, if there are NO Jews, it will prove that the God 

of the Bible is dead and that God’s “Chosen People” were not chosen at all. It would also mean that 

Christianity was a BIG lie.  

 

Sadly, Adolf Hitler was just one of MANY dictators who, through the centuries, believed the same thing: 

kill all the Jews. But why so much hatred towards the Jews? The Jewish people have been hated from the 

“beginning.” Many have killed or attempted to kill all the Jews. They have enriched humanity in every 

field of endeavor with their incredible God-given gifts. But in the end, God always prevails. The Jewish 

people always survive. 

 

My grandfather on my father’s side was Meekhael (Michael) Ben Attar, 

a Rabbi of a Jewish community in Morocco, North Africa. I was given my 

first name, “Michael,” in memory of him. My father says that my 

grandfather was a man of the “Torah” and learned in the Scriptures. This is 

the only photograph we have of my grandfather and grandmother.  

 

We can trace our “BenAttar” family back to the 1700s in Spain. My father 

and some members of our family chose to remove “Ben” and be known as 

“Attar.” They did this because “Ben” clearly identifies us as being Jewish. Other family members kept the 

“Ben Attar” family surname. This makes me a “Sephardic Jew.” They are Jews who come from Spain.  

 

My grandfather, Michael BenAttar’s entire family, was preparing to emigrate from Morocco to Israel in 

1956. However, just one week before they were to leave, Michael had a stroke and died. After a period of 

mourning, his entire family (6 children and other families) immigrated to Israel. My father served in the 

IDF (Israeli Defense Forces), met my mother, who was living on a Kibbutz, and then was married. I was 

born shortly after that in Haifa.  

 

My mother was born in Poland in 1939, several days before the Germans invaded 

Poland to begin their systematic process of exterminating the Jewish people. 

Thankfully, our family had resources. Before the Nazis came to our home, my mother 

and her older sister were “given” to two Polish Gentile families (with piles of money) 

to be raised as Gentiles. The two families who “saved” my mother and her sister are 

“Righteous Gentiles.” “THANK YOU!” I do not know your names, but God does! Our 

family continued to “pay” these two families until the 1960s.  

 

My grandfather on my mother’s side was “Nathanial Goliger.” I was given my middle 

name, “Nathaniel,” in memory of him. He was a “Zionist” leader in the Zionist 

Movement and lived in Poland.  

 

Zionists believe that the Jewish people have the sovereign right to live in and occupy 

what we call the State of Israel today. Until 1948, when the Jews returned to their rightful 

and “God Given” land, Israel, the Jewish people were scattered to the earth’s four corners. 

Nathaniel had a Ph.D. In history, and ran a prosperous business. He loved books and 

had an incredible collection of first-edition books. My grandmother said that when the 

commander of a Nazi troop came into her home and saw his book collection, he was 

moved to tears. As my grandmother watched, the commander killed my grandfather 

by shooting him in the head.  

 

The Nazis did not kill my grandmother. She would escape and survive the duration of 
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the war in the “underground.” The Nazis took all of our family’s wealth and resources. The rest of our 

family, excluding my mother and her sister, were killed by the Nazis or chose to kill themselves. My 

grandmother told us that “Nathaniel’s” rare book collection was burned. I can recall the stories my 

grandmother told us about the murder of her husband and how she survived. I remember how she repeated 

the “gesture” of pointing to the ground and cursing the Nazis simultaneously. This gesture was a desire to 

“leave” life and be buried. I know my grandmother never recovered from her trauma.  

 

Interestingly, my grandmother told us that the only other person in our family to survive was her mother. Her 

son was a medical doctor, and he gave members of our family poison to take so they could commit suicide 

rather than face the Nazi atrocities, which they did. My grandmother told us that her mother took the poison 

but did not die. She was found on the streets, taken to a hospital, and survived. We were told she was extremely 

beautiful and had auburn hair and blue eyes. Her hair and eye color are rare for a Jewish person. As she did 

not “look” Jewish, this is the most likely reason she was taken to a hospital and survived. I cannot imagine 

the “pain” my grandmother’s mother must have suffered, knowing that many in her family committed suicide, 

but “fate” allowed her to live.  

 

The greatest miracle of our family’s story is how my mother, her sister, and grandmother reunited after 

the war. France was the “Staging Country” for survivors of the Holocaust. But how do you “reunite” three 

people out of hundreds of thousands? Where do you find them? Where do you even begin to look?  

 

Sam Druck (who would eventually become my step-grandfather) also lived in Poland and knew my 

grandmother before the war. He had been taken to prison in Siberia. After the war, he returned to France. 

There he was reunited with my grandmother and was instrumental in helping to find my mother and her 

sister and to reunite the family. “Everyone,” said this, reuniting was a MIRACLE! My stepfather was kind 

and loved my grandmother, but he was not “well” either. I can still recall many stories “Sam” told us about 

how he survived the Siberian “Death” Camp for seven years.  

 

Shoah Foundation   

 

Unfortunately, many people still refuse to believe that the Holocaust occurred. 

Thankfully, God raised Steven Spielberg to record the stories of Holocaust survivors. 

After filming and directing Schindler’s List, Steven Spielberg formed the Shoah 

Foundation to capture the stories of Holocaust survivors that the world will NEVER 

FORGET. Mr. Spielberg said the reason he was put on the earth was to “Do This.”  

 

In 1998, my mother was one of only 1,600 Holocaust survivors who were chosen to tell 

their story via Steven Spielberg’s Shoah Foundation so that the world may “Never 

Forget.”  

 

A film crew was dispatched to my mother’s apartment to record her story. Her story and others like hers 

are now forever immortalized in the Holocaust Museum in Washington, D.C. Thanks, Mom, for the 

courage to do this!  

Forgiving the Germans   

 

Because of what the Germans did to my family, I hated them. I lost the privilege of seeing my grandfather 

and my family. Interestingly, growing up, I also hated who I was—Jewish. So, one of the things that 

“stirred my heart” when I moved to Texas was hearing my Gentile friends say, “I was special.” Why? I 
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asked. “Because you are Jewish, the Bible is about the Jewish people. You are His Chosen.” Some friends 

said, “They wished they had been born Jewish.”  

 

This disturbed me. Why would anyone want to be Jewish? I thought to myself. It took a long time until I 

finally reached the “right” conclusion. As I opened my heart and mind to the beauty and richness of my 

Jewish heritage, I began falling in love with my Jewishness and Jewish background. So, after believing 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ (at the age of 19), God took me on a journey of receiving forgiveness and 

extending forgiveness.  

 

But it took another 25 years to finally forgive the Germans for what they did to my family.  

 

Except for the Lord Jesus Christ, no person has impacted me more than the author, 

businessman, people builder, and philanthropist, the late Paul J. Meyer. My love for 

Paul stems from my becoming a Christian under his ministry. In the spring of 2007, I 

picked up and read his book entitled “Forgiveness... the Ultimate Miracle.” That book 

changed my life forever. Why? I was confronted with the reality that Paul was 

German, and his family had immigrated to America from Germany. Until that time, 

I secretly carried hatred in my heart towards the German people for what they did to our 

family.  

 

Even though the German government had taken some measure of responsibility for their actions by paying 

my grandmother and mother (and other survivors of the Holocaust) a monthly pension, I still hated them. 

Who knows what resources and opportunities we would have had if the Nazis had not stolen everything 

from us? As I began reflecting on Paul’s impact on my life and my love for him, I was struck with 

God’s sense of humor. It was ironic that I hated Germans but was in love with one. Because of 

Paul’s book, I finally forgave ALL Germans. I also wrote a letter to my friend Paul J. Meyer expressing 

my love for him and presenting him with a precious gift.  

  

August 28, 2007  

“Dear Paul J. Meyer, I have always known that someday I would give you the following present—a Star 

of David that was given to me shortly after my birth in Israel. This Star of David is the MOST precious 

material possession that I own. My father kept it for me, and I began wearing it shortly after I accepted 

Christ as my Savior. I have worn it for over 25 years, but I am certain you should be its new owner. Several 

years ago, I proposed in my heart to give you this pendant because I love you. Anyway, I rehearsed this 

event over and over in my mind during the last few years. Each time it led me to tears. But now there are 

no more tears, only joy, which brings me to the point of this letter. A few months ago, I read 

“Forgiveness—the Ultimate Miracle.”  

 

The same whispering voice of the Holy Spirit who has guided my life and my choices inspired me to 

finally forgive ALL Germans for what they did to my family in Poland. However, I did not recall that you 

came from a German background. Interestingly, the Germans invaded Poland this same week in August 

of 1939, killing and plundering many Jewish families.  

Therefore, please accept this most precious gift as a memorial of God’s Ultimate Miracle—reconciling 

ALL people to Himself—including Jews and Germans. I have included the chain I wore in case you want 

to wear it. I pray you will treasure this Star of David as much as I have.”  

With much love,  

Michael Attar 

 

 



“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM  
Subtitled, “Sound the Trumpets in Zion” TM 

57    

Window Overlooking “Zion” (Jerusalem) at Yad Vashem  

 
Before exiting “Yad Vashem,” you will stop to reflect by this huge window.  

 

On my trip to Israel in 2013, I stopped and reflected.  

 

Suddenly, I remembered that I was “named” after each of my grandfathers in their remembrance.  

 

Continuing to reflect as I looked through the window, I began to cry uncontrollably.  

 

Both of my grandfathers had longed to be “in” Israel.  

 

But here I was in Israel again. I was born here.  

------------- 

In summary, on May 14, 1948, by God’s divine intervention, the State of Israel was Reborn. The Jewish 

people scattered to the world’s four corners began returning to Israel.  

 

The prayers of the Jews have been answered. 

Jews NOW live in Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem is NOW once again the Capital of Israel. 

Jews NOW come to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover. 

“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now!” 
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Four Stolen Silver Trumpets    

 

In 1976, I was sixteen years old and pursuing a career in classical music as a trumpet player. I had been 

studying for five years under a teacher who became the principal player of the New York Philharmonic 

Orchestra. Since I played in several different orchestras at school and throughout the city, I thought I 

needed a C trumpet. I wanted one. The standard trumpet is constructed in the key of B flat, but most 

professionals use a trumpet explicitly built in the key of C, as it is more versatile for orchestra work. So, 

I walked into the Giardinelli Band Instrument Company in New York City and, without paying for it, 

casually walked out the door with a new silver C trumpet—stolen silver trumpet number one. I was so 

proud, playing and later selling it for three hundred dollars. 

I needed a job and went to the Giardinelli Band Instrument Company that same year. I asked the president, 

Robert Giardinelli, to hire me, and he did. The first day at work was a Saturday, the busiest day for the 

company. I was “posted” at the front door. My mission was to prevent people from leaving the store with 

instruments they didn’t pay for. I was the proverbial fox standing guard over the henhouse. That fall, a 

trumpeter in our band needed a new horn. I suggested he could get a brand-new horn for only one hundred 

dollars. The plan was for him to bring his empty case and for me to put a new horn into it—stolen silver 

trumpet number two. 

I prided myself in shipping and packing instruments all over the world, but my thefts never bothered me. 

One day, very brazenly, I packed two new silver trumpets into a box and then loaded the box onto the dolly 

with other instruments ready to be shipped. I rolled the dolly out the door, walked down to the post office, 

and mailed the boxes. I had cleverly forged the destination and recipient of the box. Several days later, the 

two silver trumpets arrived safely at my home—stolen silver trumpets three and four. I was so proud of 

my new silver trumpets, bringing them to school and playing them everywhere. Friends wondered where I 

got the money to buy two new silver trumpets. I suspect my parents probably wondered, too. 

No question about it; at this stage in my life, I was a criminal with no integrity. Immediately after the thefts, 

I began thinking that, had I been caught, I probably would have been incarcerated. This began to bother me 

and, during the next four years, caused unbearable emotional pain. I dealt with this pain, as most people 

do, by indulging in vices. 

Immersed in the pain of my sins, I was invited to a church at the age of twenty. I heard the Gospel for the 

first time in my life—the Gospel that Jesus Christ died as a substitute for my sins, rising again on the third 
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day. In faith, I believed the Gospel and became a Christian—a Jewish believer in Jesus Christ. Because of 

this spiritual and eternal transformation, my sins, past, present, and future, as far as God was concerned, 

were forgotten. My spiritual transformation and “spiritual journey” began. I believed that God had forgiven 

me for the thefts of the four silver trumpets and forgotten about them, too. 

Because of God’s grace, regaining and maintaining integrity became a big issue for me. I pursued integrity 

with a vengeance, tackling one issue after another until I regained a considerable measure of my integrity. 

However, the issue of the four silver trumpets never totally went away. Over the years, I thought about it so 

often that I began to lose sleep—becoming anxious and depressed. Frequently, I wondered why no one took 

notice of the things I had accomplished in business and in my personal life. Finally, I realized that my talk 

and walk didn’t line up. Purposefully, I kept my mouth shut and entered a time of repentance, reclaiming 

lost integrity and taking personal responsibility for my actions.  

While learning to overcome my mood struggles, I became intensively involved with a group called Top 

Gun—a men’s accountability and discipleship ministry in my church. Each week I met with other men to 

discuss and resolve deep, personal life issues. These men were well aware of my intense mood struggles. 

They loved me and encouraged me to follow through with the extensive reading and strict accountability 

required of each man in the group. Through this process of close accountability and with God working in 

my life, the issue of the four silver trumpets kept coming back to my mind.  

The pain regarding this sin became so intense that I cried each week in front of these men. I understood that 

one source of my mood struggles was sin. There are, of course, many other reasons and sources, but since 

the issue of the four silver trumpets always lingered in my mind, I began to wonder and seriously consider 

if my mood struggles resulted from the thefts. After painful reflection and consideration, I concluded that 

taking the silver trumpets contributed to my illness.  

Lamenting over my evil deeds, my leader confronted me on this issue. He told me, “The reason the pain 

of your sin never went away is that God is trying to get your attention.” 

My accountability leader was right. I knew it was time to resolve this issue. Just as I had dealt with similar 

situations, I let the pain drive me, following it to the source—my lack of integrity.  

First, I calculated the value of the four stolen silver trumpets. I added compound interest for the period of 

twenty-two years. I also added “restitution” for my thefts—a dollar value that would say, “I mean business.” 

I opened my checkbook and wrote out a check to Robert Giardinelli for ten thousand dollars. 

Did I have ten thousand dollars to throw away? No. But that didn’t matter. Money wasn’t the issue—the 

source of the pain was. Regaining and keeping integrity intact was more valuable than money. Why now? 

Why so, suddenly? Why at all? 

On a Thursday, I mustered the courage to call Bob Giardinelli to pay my debt. I called the store in New 

York and asked to speak with him. I was told that Mr. Giardinelli had died two years earlier. 

“Is his wife still alive?” I asked.  

“Yes!” Came the reply. 

“Could I please get her phone number?” 

“We don’t have it. Mrs. Rose Giardinelli is in Italy.”  

“Is there a number for her hotel?” 

“No.” 
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“Do you know what hotel she is staying in?”  

“Yes, here it is.” 

I hung up, called international information, and got the number of the hotel in Italy. 

“Rose Giardinelli? You missed her by a day. She’s on her way to Rome.” 

I called the store back and explained that this was a matter of “life and death.” “Could you arrange for Mrs. 

Rose Giardinelli to call me collect when she returns to New York?” I gave them my name and phone 

number. Several days later, I got a call from Rose Giardinelli. 

Slowly I explained who I was, that I had been in her husband’s employment and had stolen four silver 

trumpets. Also, I was now a Christian. I asked her if she knew what that meant. 

She said, “Yes, I’m a Christian, too.” 

I told her the story of the four silver trumpets and was prepared to send her a check for ten thousand dollars. 

I began to cry. 

Mrs. Giardinelli blurted out, “I forgive you.” 

Immediately, I responded, “But you don’t understand, Mrs. Giardinelli, I stole four silver trumpets. I owe 

you, and I must pay!” 

She said again, “I am a Christian too, and I forgive you.” 

I could not stop crying. “But you don’t understand. I owe, and I must pay.” 

“But you don’t understand. I forgive you.” Mrs. Giardinelli said again, “I forgive you. However, Mike, if 

you feel you must pay, then give the money to someone who needs it.” 

With that, Mrs. Rose Giardinelli said goodbye and hung up. I sat there, stunned, crying, and it all hit me. I 

was forgiven! I had been forgiven for the theft of the four silver trumpets. Closing my checkbook, I was 

flooded with relief. But that’s not the end of the story. No! It’s the beginning. 

I went back to my accountability leader and told him what had happened. Several weeks later, my leader 

commented that something very good was going to come out of this, adding that most people would never 

have followed through. I replied that I still felt some pain and that the event wasn’t fully resolved. He 

encouraged me to continue the process of follow-through until the pain went away. Still, days later, the 

pain lingered.  

Forgiven? Yes!  

Resolved? No! 

Mrs. Giardinelli said if I felt I had to pay, I should give the money to someone who needed it. I wrestled 

with that thought for days. 

Why did I still feel pain? 

My very first pastor and friend, JW, came to mind. He was also the one who encouraged me to pursue sales, 

especially the securities business. He had been right on all accounts. I had spoken with him several times 

over the years, telling him about the overall success I had been having. “Give this man some money,” the 

voice in my head said. “How much?” Obediently, I wrote out a check for five thousand dollars. 
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Then I called, made an appointment, and drove to his house. Filling him in on the pieces of my life, I told 

him I wanted to write, that I had written much, but generally, I felt I had nothing to say. I informed him I 

was going to continue my writing pursuits. He reminded me of a letter I had written to him soon after my 

friend Angela died. It described my despair, heartache, and my battle with mood struggles. John said he 

had kept that letter on his desk and prayed for me often. He said he wanted the first copy of a book signed 

by me whenever it was published.  

At that point, I told him I had nothing to publish. In parting, I told him I loved him, took out the check, and 

gave it to him. He looked at the check, and the large sum drove him instantly to tears. He said that he really 

could use the money. He asked me why I was doing this, so I told him the story. Coincidentally, I ran into 

him and his wife three years later at a local restaurant. We shared a meal that night, and he asked me,  

“How is it going?” 

“I’m learning how to write.” 

We discussed the progress I had been making in overcoming mood struggles. He told me to continue 

pursuing my passion, suggesting that I write a book about my mood struggles that would give comfort and 

bring hope to others. He quoted the verses I used on this book’s back cover as we ate dinner. The following 

day, I got up and worked on this book for the next two years. I am utterly convinced that following the 

Holy Spirit’s urging to make restitution birthed my first book and the ministry of the Good Mood 

Foundation. 
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The Proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ  

Encompasses Three Covenants   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now, let’s answer the most important question anyone can ask.  

 

•  “But how can a mortal be righteous before God?” Job 9:2 

 

The answer to this question is revealed in The Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

To begin, who is Jesus Christ?  

1. Jesus Christ is God’s One and Only Son and the “Middle Person” of the Trinity.  

2. Jesus came to the earth as a baby (God in the Flesh) born of a virgin.  

3. Jesus lived a sinless life. 

4. Jesus was crucified. 

5. Jesus died as a “Sin Substitute.”  

6. Jesus was buried.  

7. Jesus rose from the grave on the “Third Day.” 

8. Jesus gave us His LIFE. He “Lives” in the hearts of those who believe in His Gospel.  

What is The Gospel of Jesus Christ?  

 

The term “Gospel” means “Good News.” But to appreciate the “Good News,” we first need to understand 

the “Bad News” and the “Old News.”       

 

Bad News: After scrutinizing our personal lives and studying the Bible, we must come to the sobering 

conclusion that we are all born sinners. In more personal terms, the Bible declares that every person born 

(natural birth) is born programmed to follow a sinful (fleshly) nature. Everyone is born with an “Adamic” 

nature. We all come from Adam. And because Adam sinned, we ALL sin. The Bible also declares that the 

-1- 
Edenic Covenant 

 
THE  

BAD NEWS 
 

SINFUL  
“LIFE” 

 
A Conditional Covenant-  

Made Between God and Adam.  
NO longer in effect  

 
God commands Adam NOT to 
eat from “The Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil.”  

 
 

-5- 
Old Covenant 

THE  
OLD NEWS 

 
WORKS 
“LIFE”  

 
A Conditional Covenant-  

Made between God and Israel.  
No longer in effect 

  
God gives Moses the Law, 

written ON stone- consisting of 
commandments, ordinances, 
and a Worship system.  

 
 

-8- 
New Covenant 

 
THE  

GOOD NEWS 
 

GRACE  
“LIFE” 

 
An Unconditional Covenant-  
Made Between God and Israel.  

Still in effect  
 

God promises to put His law IN 
His people’s Minds and ON their 

Hearts.  
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wages of sin (fleshly nature) are death. The term “death” can mean literal death. But it always means 

spiritual death. God describes sinful (fleshly) nature in this way.  

 

• “The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity, and debauchery; idolatry 

and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions, and 

envy; drunkenness, orgies.” Galatians 5:19-21 

 

Old News: The Old News is the “Old Covenant” message-The Law. Sin separated His people from God, 

so He required an animal to be sacrificed for every sin His people committed. Therefore, the sinner went 

to The Temple and took a spotless animal, like a sheep. At the Temple, he would place his hands on the 

animal and confess his sin. That person was restored into fellowship with God through the shedding of 

blood. That is, until they sinned again. This repetitive cycle of sin and sacrifice was never-ending. 

Thankfully, through the prophet Jeremiah, God said a “New Covenant” was coming for His people.  

 

Good News: The “Good News” is that God no longer requires the sacrifice of an animal for sins. Instead 

of putting your sins on an animal (Old News), God put “All” our sins “Past, Present, and Future” on His 

Son, Jesus Christ. Therefore, “Righteousness” (a Right Standing with God), which was unattainable in the 

“Old Covenant” (because No One) could obey all 613 Laws), is now obtainable in the “New Covenant” 

by placing your faith in what Jesus Christ did on the cross for you. That’s “Good News.” 

 

The Apostle Paul (a Hebrew Christian) and author of the book of Romans expounds on the question, how 

can a person have a “Right Standing” (Righteous) with God?  

 

Admit that you are a sinner and that you (NO ONE) can stand before a Holy God. Recognize that 

God, in His mercy, provided a “Way” for you to have a “right standing” with Him. This 

“Righteousness” is only obtained by “faith”— believing in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

• “Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God— the 

gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures regarding his Son, who 

as to his human nature was a descendant of David, and who through the Spirit of holiness was 

declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our 

Lord… I am not ashamed of the gospel because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone 

who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. For in the gospel, a righteousness from God 

is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous 

will live by faith. Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; 

rather, through the law, we become conscious of sin. But now a righteousness from God, apart 

from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness 

from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe …For we maintain that a 

man is justified by faith apart from observing the law…” Romans 1-3 

 

Believe in the Gospel of Jesus Christ and place all your faith in Him and Him alone. Here’s an 

excellent example of what it means to place ALL of your faith in something. To begin, consider that when 

you work for an employer, you are owed “wages” for the work you perform. In summary, if you work, 

you will receive a paycheck. However, the Bible is clear that we cannot “work” for our Salvation. There 

is nothing we can do to have a “right relationship” with God. Instead, we are all unworthy sinners and 

deserving of eternal death and punishment. But God, in His Mercy, provided a “Spotless Passover Lamb” 

to be our “sin substitute.”  

 

Jesus Christ took ALL sin and placed it on Himself.  
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Therefore, like Abraham (father of the Jews and the Gentiles), “Righteousness”- right standing with God 

is obtained by believing. But belief must not be an intellectual understanding, as even the Devil believes 

(understands) that Jesus is the Son of God, Jesus rose from the grave on the third day, etc.  

 

Instead, you must believe and place ALL of your faith in the truth of The Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 

I’ll use the illustration of a chair to make my 

point. A chair was designed for a person to sit in 

and relax. A chair was designed for a person to put 

ALL of their weight and their “cares” in the chair. 

However, in this image, the woman places only 

some of her faith in the chair. She is working. 

Only part of her body is sitting in the chair. She 

has also put some weight on one leg and extended 

her arms to balance herself. But that’s not what a 

chair was designed to do. But the man is 

comfortably relaxed, at peace, and has placed all his weight and faith in the chair. 

  

• “What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered in this matter? If, in fact, 

Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about—but not before God. What does 

the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.”  Now 

when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift but as an obligation. However, to 

the man who does not work but trusts God, who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as 

righteousness. David says the same thing when he speaks of the blessedness of the man to whom 

God credits righteousness apart from works: “Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven; 

whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will never count against him.” Is 

this blessedness only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? We have been saying that 

Abraham’s faith was credited to him as righteousness. Under what circumstances was it 

credited? Was it after he was circumcised, or before? It was not after, but before! And he received 

the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still 

uncircumcised. So then, he is the father of all who believe but have not been circumcised, in order 

that righteousness might be credited to them. And he is also the father of the circumcised, who not 

only are circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham had 

before he was circumcised. It was not through law that Abraham and his offspring received the 

promise that he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. For 

if those who live by law are heirs, faith has no value, and the promise is worthless because law 

brings wrath. And where there is no law, there is no transgression. Therefore, the promise comes 

by faith so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to 

those who are of the law but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us 

all…The words “it was credited to him” were written not for him alone, but also for us, to whom 

God will credit righteousness—for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the 

dead.” Romans 4 

 

Receive “Salvation” (a Gift from God) by believing in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Therefore, you 

NOW have a right standing with God- “Righteousness.” 

 

To explain the “Gift” of salvation, suppose you were dying of kidney failure because both of your kidneys 

failed. The only thing that would “save” you would be if someone “gave” you the “gift” of a new kidney. 

In other words, a “loving person” would have to be found who would sacrificially allow a surgeon to 
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remove one of their kidneys and give it to you. Therefore, would your spouse “gladly” give you one of 

their kidneys? Would a sibling or even your adult child be willing to provide you with a kidney? Most 

assuredly, YES! Why? It is because they love you. What are the chances that a random person walking on 

the street would be willing to provide you with one of their kidneys? And what are the chances that your 

worst enemy would give you one of their kidneys? ZERO!  

 

That said, you were an enemy of God from the moment you were born. You were not righteous (in right 

standing) with God. Yet, though you were God’s enemy, He sent His One and Only Son to provide what 

you needed so that you could “Live.” And not only that, but God also initiated a NEW and right 

relationship with Him. Therefore, instead of condemning you and giving you what you deserve, 

punishment, and eternal separation from God, God provided a way for you to become “Righteous.” But 

God didn’t wait until you became righteous to “save” you, which is IMPOSSIBLE! Instead, Jesus died 

for you while you were still Un-Godly. 

 

• “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now 

stand...You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 

Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man, someone might possibly 

dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ 

died for us. Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved 

from God’s wrath through him! For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him 

through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through 

his life! Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 

whom we have now received reconciliation. Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one 

man, and death through sin, and in this way, death came to all men because all sinned— for before 

the law was given, sin was in the world. But sin is not taken into account when there is no law. 

Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did 

not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come. But the gift 

is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did 

God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 

Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the one man’s sin: The judgment followed one sin 

and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and brought justification. For if, 

by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those 

who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through 

the one man, Jesus Christ. Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for 

all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. 

For just as through the disobedience of the one man, the many were made sinners, so also through 

the obedience of the one man, the many will be made righteous. The law was added so that the 

trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, so that, just as sin 

reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.” Romans 5   
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Because of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, I Have, and I Am What the Bible Says   

 

I have a “New Life.” 

❖ I have the assurance that all of my past, present, and future sins are forgiven.  

❖ I have been declared “Righteous” before God. 

❖ I have 24/7 access to God and a personal relationship with Him.  

❖ I have His LIFE in you.  

❖ I have the guarantee of eternal life with God. 

❖ I have the assurance of a bodily resurrection. 

❖ I have the sure hope that I will rule and reign with Jesus Christ. 

❖ I have the knowledge that I will receive rewards from God.  

 

• “Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase…how can we live in it any longer? Or don’t 

you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were 

therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from 

the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. If we have been united with 

him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. For 

we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, 

that we should no longer be slaves to sin— because anyone who has died has been freed from sin. 

Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we know that since 

Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. The 

death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. In the same way, 

count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore, do not let sin reign in your 

mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as 

instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought 

from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. For sin 

shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace...But now that you have 

been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and 

the result is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus, our Lord… For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 

neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in 

all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Romans 6 and 8 

 
“I am who God says I am.” 

❖ God’s love has been poured out in my heart. (Romans 5:5) 

❖ God’s love will not depart from me. (Isaiah 54:10) 

❖ I am honored and loved by God. (Isaiah 43:4) 

❖ I am loved by Jesus as the Father loves Him. (John 15:9) 

❖ I am a saint who is loved with every spiritual blessing. (Ephesians 1:1) 

❖ His mercies, God’s compassion to me, fails not. (Lamentations 3:22) 

❖ Jesus loves me with everlasting love. (Ephesians 3:10) 

❖ I am loved by the Father even though I am a sinner. (Romans 5:8) 

❖ I am free from condemnation. (Romans 8:1-2) 

❖ I am assured all things work together for good. (Romans 8:28) 

❖ I am free from any condemning charges against me. (Romans 8:31-34) 

❖ I am united with the love of God. (Romans 8:35-39)  

❖ I’ve been established, anointed, and sealed by God. (2 Corinthians 1:21-22) 
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❖ I am confident the good work God has begun in me will be perfected. (Philippians 1:6) 

❖ I am a citizen of heaven. (Philippians 3:20)  

❖ I am hidden with Christ in God. (Colossians 3:3) 

❖ I have been given a spirit of courage, power, love, and a sound mind. (2 Timothy 1:7) 

❖ I was born of God, and the evil one cannot touch me. (1 John 5:18) 

❖ I am free from condemnation. (Romans 8:1-2) 

❖ I am assured all things work together for good. (Romans 8:28) 

❖ I am free from any condemning charges against me. (Romans 8:31-34) 

❖ I am united with the love of God. (Romans 8:35-39)  

❖ I’ve been established, anointed, and sealed by God. (2 Corinthians 1:21-22) 

❖ I am a branch of the true vine, a channel of His life. (John 15:1, 5)  

❖ I have been chosen and appointed to bear fruit. (John 15:16) 

❖ I am a personal witness of Christ. (Acts 1:8)  

❖ I am God’s temple. (1 Corinthians 3:16)  

❖ I am a minister of reconciliation for God. (2 Corinthians 5:17-21) 

❖ I am God’s coworker. (2 Corinthians 6:1) (1 Corinthians 3:9) 

❖ I am seated with Christ in the heavenly realm. (Ephesians 2:6)  

❖ I may approach God with freedom and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)  

❖ I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. (Philippians 4:13) 

 

I Must Be Watchful 

There are a lot of “False Gospels” being preached today. Sadly, many of these “False Gospels” are being 

preached and taught within the Christian Church. Today, some people claim they are “Jesus Christ,” and 

many religions exalt a “False Christ.” So, how do you discern the “True Gospel” and the “True Christ” 

from the False Ones? You do the same thing the Secret Service and other “agencies” do to train their 

people on how to spot a “false” or counterfeit currency—Study the Real Currency. Once you KNOW what 

the REAL Gospel and the REAL Christ look like, the counterfeits are easy to detect. Once identified, you 

should have nothing to do with them.  

 

• “Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade 

as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve.” 2 Corinthians 11:13–15  

 

• “But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached 

to you, let him be eternally condemned. Galatians 1:6–24  

 

In searching for a church home, begin by looking at a Church’s or Ministry’s “doctrinal statement.” 

Many will state, “We Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” However, you must examine their teaching 

and preaching to see if there is, in fact, a proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. If not, walk away! 
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The Blood of Jesus Christ and the New Covenant      

 

In the Old Covenant, God’s Word was put: 

❖ On the “Mind” (head) via Tefillin.  

❖ On the “Heart” (arm) via Tefillin.  

❖ On the “Door” (home) via Mezuzah.  

This was all “symbolic.”  Putting “on” Tefillin and Mezuzah has NO power to change a sinful heart or 

remove sin’s effects. In fact, Jesus condemns the teachers of the law and the Pharisees who are wearing 

Tefillin or phylacteries. 

  

➢ Jesus said, “The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. So, you must obey them and 

do everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach. 

They tie up heavy loads and put them on men’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift 

a finger to move them. “Everything they do is done for men to see: They make their phylacteries wide 

and the tassels on their garments long; they love the place of honor at banquets and the most important 

seats in the synagogues; they love to be greeted in the marketplaces and to have men call them 

‘Rabbi.’” Matthew 23:2–7  

 

But the Moment You Believe in 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ...  

➢ Jesus was crucified. 

➢ He was buried. 

➢ He arose from the dead on 

the third day. 

➢ He gives us His “LIFE” 

through the indwelling 

Holy Spirit.  

…God’s Word via His Holy 

Spirit is placed IN your mind and 

IN your heart. This is the “Good 

News” of the New Covenant. It is Here.  

 

Jewish and Gentile unbelievers need to know.  

 

The Ideogram of Roses, Crown of Thorns   

 

There are many species of flowers native to Israel. 

But none is more beautiful than the rose. Israel 

grows so many roses that it is one of its biggest 

exports. Roses are pretty to look at, and they smell 

lovely. However, the best way to enjoy their smell 

is to make pure rose petal oil, which is incredibly 

intoxicating.  

 

A single drop of pure rose petal oil can ignite a 

room with a fragrance that lasts for hours. But 

hundreds of rose petals must be pulled apart and vigorously “pressed” under extreme heat and pressure 

for one ounce of rose petal oil to be produced. See Webster’s dictionary- “Attar.”  
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For thousands of years, the Jewish people have been “pressed,” but look at what God did…  

 

You have or will be “pressed,” but look at what God did or will do…  

 

The King of the Jews, Jesus Christ, was 

“pressed,” but look at what God did… 

 

A “Crown of Thorns” was formed from 

the thorns of a rose bush.  

 

A King deserves a crown befitting his 

position—a golden crown. However, a 

crown of thorns and thistles was placed on 

the head of the “King of the Jews.”   

 

• “The soldiers…twisted together a 

crown of thorns and set it on him. 

And they began to call out to him, “Hail, king of the Jews!” Mark 15:16–20 

 

The crown of thorns ties two important stories together, the story of Adam and Abraham.  

 

1. As a result of “original sin” (The Fall), God cursed the ground with thorns and thistles.  

 

• “To Adam, he [God] said, “Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil, you will 

eat of it all the days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat 

the plants of the field.” Genesis 3:17–18 

 

2. As a result of Abraham’s faith, God provided a “substitute” caught in the thicket of thorns and 

thistles.  

 

• “Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb…. Abraham looked up, and there in 

a thicket, he saw a ram caught by its horns.”  

However, Jesus, our sin substitute, 

was not “caught” like the ram. 

Instead, Jesus gave Himself freely, 

wearing a crown of thorns and 

thistles. Jesus, the Messiah, was 

made sin for us on a “Tree.” He is the 

“Tree of Life” who reconnected us to 

a Holy and Righteous God. Jesus 

eradicated “original sin” caused by 

the “Fall.” He is the perfect 

substitute. 
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The Ideogram of God’s Name- “Yahweh”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Yahweh” is the “Most Holy Name of God” and was given to Moses at the “Burning Bush,” which most 

English translations render as “I AM.”  

 

• “Moses was tending the flock of Jethro…to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the 

LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was 

on fire, it did not burn up…God called to him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses 

said, “Here I am.” “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where 

you are standing is holy ground.” Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, 

the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face because he was afraid to look 

at God. The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt…So, I have come 

down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land…the 

home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites. And now…I have 

seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. So now, go…bring my people, the Israelites, out 

of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites 

out of Egypt?” And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who 

have sent you…God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is my name forever, the name by 

which I am to be remembered from generation to generation. Exodus 3:1–22  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is 
God s name 
in Hebrew 
and is read 
from right 
to le .

The phonetical sound is:

 YHWH  

or 

 Yahweh 
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God’s Name in Hebrew  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ The first Hebrew letter “Yud” = Hand  

❖ The second Hebrew letter “He” = Behold or Look 

❖ The third Hebrew letter, “Vav,” = Nail 

❖ The fourth Hebrew letter is a repeat “He” = Behold  

  

Therefore, an accurate ideographic translation of “Yahweh” would be: 

“Behold the Hand, Behold the Nail.” 
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Now, consider “Jesus,” which in Hebrew is “Yeshua” and means: 

“Yahweh is Our Salvation.” 

 

Therefore, when we put the two together, we come up with the following… 

“Yahweh Is Our Salvation.” 

“Behold the Hand, Behold the Nail.” 

• [Jesus Christ] “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be 

grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 

And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—even 

death on a cross! Therefore, God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is 

above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

Philippians 2:5–11   

 

Jesus’ arms were “outstretched on the cross,” forming the Hebrew letter 

“Shin.”  

 

Thus, the “ideographic meaning” name for God was displayed. 
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Finding and Making “Connections” to Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ  

 

Let me begin by saying that many of the following have what I call “connective” elements to them. They 

include Bible: 

1. Stories 

2. Genealogies 

3. References 

4. Words 

5. History 

6. Ideograms 

7. Feasts of Israel  

8. Accounts of Jesus  

 

Finding and using these connective elements is one of the best ways to introduce the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ. Therefore, it is the job of the pastor, teacher, or evangelist to find and make these connections with 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 

The Story of Joshua and the Battle of Jericho    

 

Recently, I saw my niece sing in a drama about Joshua and the “Battle of Jericho.”  Since that’s fresh on 

my mind, I’ll use that story to convey my points. In the sixth chapter of the book of Joshua, Joshua and 

the people of God are marching around the “City of Jericho” and sounding Shofar Trumpets.  But to get 

there, we need to review the first five chapters.     

 

Chapter One 

After Moses’s death, God told Joshua to prepare the Israelites to cross the Jordan River and possess The 

Land God had promised His people.  

 

• “No one will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will 

be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you.”  

 

God also instructs Joshua to be “strong and courageous” because He will lead His people into the Promised 

Land. Later, God emphasizes that Joshua is “strong and very courageous,” and He admonishes Joshua to 

obey God’s LAW. God then repeats Himself by telling Joshua to be “strong and courageous” and that He 

will be with Joshua wherever he goes.  

 

Joshua then prepares the Twelve Tribes of Israel for their journey to the Promised Land. However, the 

Tribe of Reuben, Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh want to remain in Jordan. Joshua tells them that’s 

“okay,” but the “fighting men” of these two ½ Tribes must join the rest of the other Tribes in their conquest 

of the Promised Land. 

 

Chapter Two 

Joshua sends two spies into the Promised Land to “look over the land, especially Jericho.” The two spies 

are “hidden” by a prostitute named Rahab. The King of Jericho, looking for the two spies, believes that 

Rahab is harboring them. But she lies to the King, and the King sends his men to run off on a “wild goose 

chase.” Rahab and the two spies then enter into a covenant.  
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• “Now then, please swear to me by the LORD that you will show kindness to my family because I 

have shown kindness to you. Give me a sure sign that you will spare the lives of my father and 

mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them, and that you will save us from death.” 

“The men said to her, “This oath you made us swear will not be binding on us unless, when we 

enter the land, you have tied this scarlet cord in the window through which you let us down… So, 

she sent them away…And she tied the scarlet cord in the window.”  

 

Chapter Three  

The Priests carried the “Ark of the Covenant” to the edge of the Jordan River, and the people followed. 

The Jordan was at flood stage; however, when the Priests who carried the Ark touched the river’s edge, the 

water from upstream stopped flowing. 

 

• “The priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the middle 

of the Jordan, while all Israel passed by until the whole nation had completed the crossing on dry 

ground.”  

 

Chapter Four   

After the Israelites crossed the Jordan River, the Lord told Joshua to choose twelve men from each of the 

twelve tribes. They are to go to the middle of the Jordan, where the priest stood with the Ark of the 

Covenant. Then they will each take a stone from the middle of the Jordan. After the Israelites crossed over 

the Jordan, they camped at Gilgal on the eastern border of Jericho.  

 

• “After this, “Joshua set up at Gilgal the twelve stones they had taken out of the Jordan. He said to 

the Israelites, “In the future, when your descendants ask their fathers, ‘What do these stones mean?’  

tell them, ‘Israel crossed the Jordan on dry ground.’ For the LORD, your God, dried up the Jordan 

before you until you had crossed over. The LORD, your God, did to the Jordan just what he had done 

to the Red Sea when he dried it up before us until we had crossed over. He did this so that all the 

peoples of the earth might know that the hand of the LORD is powerful and so that you might always 

fear the LORD your God.”  

 

Chapter Five  

Earlier, we looked at all the events that occurred on the “9th of Av.” You’ll recall that Moses sent twelve 

spies into The Promised Land to scout it out and give a report. The inhabitants had been afraid of the 

Israelites and their God the “first time” However, things are the same this “second time” when the two 

spies scouted out The Promised Land. The inhabitants are still afraid of the Israelites.  

 

God also instructs Joshua to circumcise all the men born in the “desert.” Then the Israelites celebrated 

“Passover.”     

  

• “When the Amorite kings west of the Jordan and all the Canaanite kings along the coast heard how 

the LORD had dried up the Jordan before the Israelites until we had crossed over, their hearts melted, 

and they no longer had the courage to face the Israelites.” Then the Lord instructed Joshua to make 

flint knives and to circumcise the Israelite men because they had been born in the desert of Israel’s 

wanderings and were not circumcised. Then they celebrated the Passover. “On the evening of the 

fourteenth day of the month, while camped at Gilgal on the plains of Jericho, the Israelites 

celebrated the Passover.”  

Chapter Six  

The city of Jericho was “tightly shut up” because of the Israelites, and no one was able to enter or come 

out. The inhabitants of Jericho were afraid and no longer dared to face the Israelites. Jericho was “theirs” 
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for the taking. But God wanted to Demonstrate His “Great Power.” So, God told Joshua to have Seven 

Priests (each carrying and blowing a “Shofar Trumpet”) march ahead of the “Ark of the Covenant,” and 

the Israelites were to follow behind. They were ALL instructed to march around the “City of Jericho” 

ONCE for six days. On the seventh day, the priests blew their trumpets ahead of the Ark. The people behind 

the priests marched around the City of Jericho seven times. When the Israelites heard the priests “sounding” 

a long blast on their trumpets, all the people gave a loud shout, and the wall of the city collapsed.  

 

• “Now Jericho was tightly shut up because of the Israelites…Then the LORD said to Joshua, “See, I 

have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its king and its fighting men. March around the 

city once with all the armed men. Do this for six days. Have seven priests carry trumpets of rams’ 

horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, march around the city seven times, with the priests 

blowing the trumpets. When you hear them sound a long blast on the trumpets, have all the people 

give a loud shout; then the wall of the city will collapse…So, Joshua…called the priests and 

said…“Take up the ark of the covenant of the LORD and have seven priests carry trumpets in front 

of it…March around the city, with the armed guard going ahead of the ark of the LORD…the seven 

priests carrying the seven trumpets before the LORD went forward, blowing their trumpets, and the 

ark of the LORD’s covenant followed them. The armed guard marched ahead of the priests who blew 

the trumpets…All this time, the trumpets were sounding. But Joshua had commanded the people, 

“Do not give a war cry, do not raise your voices, do not say a word until the day I tell you to shout. 

Then shout!” So, he had the ark of the LORD carried around the city, circling it once. Then the 

people returned to camp and spent the night there. Joshua got up early the next morning, and the 

priests took up the ark of the LORD. The seven priests carrying the seven trumpets went forward, 

marching before the ark of the LORD and blowing the trumpets...They did this for six days.” 

 

Before we hear the “Shout,” let me draw your attention to three points.  

1) Joshua is about to warn the People of God not to take any of the “devoted things,” which are the 

“spoils” of Jericho. Instead, ALL the “spoils” are to go into “His Treasury,” which is for The Lord’s 

work. That is because if “anyone” took any of the “spoils,” they would not only be “causing 

destruction” upon themselves but also the entire Nation of Israel.  

2) The “two spies” who had entered Jericho and made an “oath” (a Covenant) with Rahab, the 

prostitute, were “obligated” to keep their Covenant. Biblically speaking, a “believer” who says 

“Yes” is making a Covenant. Therefore, if you say “yes” to someone or something, keep your word-

keep your “covenant.”  

3) Throughout the Bible, God continues with “repetitive cycles.” In this story, Israel went to war for 

“6 Days,” and on the 7th Day, God gave Israel Victory. And in 1967, when Israel went to war for 

“6 Days,” and on the 7th Day, God gave Israel victory, too.  

  

Now, here comes the “Shout.” 
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• “On the seventh day, they got up at daybreak and marched around the city seven times in the same 

manner, except that on that day, they circled the city seven times. The seventh time around, when the 

priests sounded the trumpet blast, Joshua commanded the people, “Shout! For the LORD has given 

you the city…Only Rahab, the prostitute, and all who are with her in her house shall be spared because 

she hid the spies we sent.” Joshua 6   

 

After Israel’s success, Joshua issues a warning.  

 

• “But keep away from the devoted things…Otherwise, you will make the camp of Israel liable 

to destruction and bring trouble on it. All the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron are 

sacred to the LORD and must go into his treasury.” When the trumpets sounded…the people gave a 

loud shout, the wall collapsed; so, every man charged straight in, and they took the city. They…with 

the sword every living thing in it—men and women, young and old, cattle, sheep, and donkeys. 

Joshua said…Go into the prostitute’s house and bring her out and all who belong to her in accordance 

with your oath to her… Joshua spared Rahab, the prostitute, with her family and all who 

belonged to her.” Joshua 6   

 

God is serious. The Israelites were instructed not to take any of the spoils, “devoted things,” for themselves. 

So, God caused the Israelites to lose a battle they should have easily won. Unfortunately, one of God’s 

People, Achan, did not obey. 

   

• “In regard to the devoted things; Achan… took some of them. So, the LORD’s anger burned against 

Israel. Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai…When they returned…they said, “Not all the people 

will have to go up against Ai. Send two or three thousand men to take it…for only a few men are 

there.” So about three thousand men went up, but they were routed by the men of Ai, who killed 

about thirty-six of them. They chased the Israelites from the city gate as far as the stone quarries and 

struck them down on the slopes. At this, the hearts of the people melted.” 

 

Joshua is unaware of Achan’s sin and that God had just punished the entire nation because of it. Therefore, 

Joshua is frustrated and upset with God. So, he and the elders “seek” God’s face.  

 

• “Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell facedown to the ground before the ark of the LORD, remaining 

there till evening. The elders of Israel did the same and sprinkled dust on their heads. And Joshua 

said, “Ah, Sovereign LORD, why did you ever bring this people across the Jordan to deliver us into 

the hands of the Amorites to destroy us? If only we had been content to stay on the other side of the 
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Jordan! O Lord, what can I say, now that Israel has been routed by its enemies? The Canaanites and 

the other people of the country will hear about this, and they will surround us and wipe out our name 

from the earth. What then will you do for your own great name?” 

 

Now, we come to a sobering truth. God treats “They” (the Entire Nation of Israel) as “ONE.”   Therefore, 

even though one Israelite sinned, in God’s eyes, “ALL” sinned. God also tells Joshua that because the 

Israelites did not obey His Covenants, He will not bless them (“not be with you”). Joshua must get rid of 

(“destroy”) whoever stole the “devoted” things.”   

 

• “The LORD said to Joshua, “Stand up! What are you doing down on your face? Israel has sinned; 

they have violated my covenant, which I commanded them to keep. They have taken some of the 

devoted things; they have stolen, they have lied, they have put them with their own possessions. That 

is why the Israelites cannot stand against their enemies; they turn their backs and run because they 

have been made liable to destruction. I will not be with you anymore unless you destroy whatever 

among you is devoted to destruction.” 

 

Each of the Twelve Tribes is presented before Joshua and Achan. The man who stole some of the spoils is 

found out. So, Joshua and the Israelites take Achan and what he stole (the silver, the robe, the gold wedge) 

along with his sons and daughters, cattle, donkeys and sheep, his tent, and all he had, to the Valley of 

Achor. Achan, his family, and his livestock are all stoned to death. And their bodies, spoils, and all Acahn’s 

possessions are burned.  

 

Then a large pile of rocks is placed over the “ashes” to remind the Nation of Israel Jews that:  

❖ Yes, the LORD God loves His People.  

❖ Yes, God has initiated Covenants with His People. 

❖ Yes, God will keep His Covenants.  

 

In summary, the Nation of Israel was responsible for “Obeying” all the Lord’s Covenants. If the Nation of 

Israel failed to obey or even one Israelite failed to obey, God would severely punish His people.  

 

• “Consecrate yourselves in preparation for tomorrow…That which is devoted is among you, O Israel. 

You cannot stand against your enemies until you remove it. “‘In the morning, present yourselves 

tribe by tribe…who is caught with the devoted things shall be destroyed by fire, along with all that 

belongs to him… Then Joshua said to Achan…Tell me what you have done; do not hide it from me.” 

Achan replied, “It is true! I have sinned against the LORD, the God of Israel. This is what I have 

done:  When I saw in the plunder a beautiful robe from Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver, 

and a wedge of gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them. They are hidden in the 

ground inside my tent, with the silver underneath.” So, Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the 

tent, and there it was, hidden in his tent, with the silver underneath. They…brought them to Joshua 

and all the Israelites…Then Joshua, together with all Israel, took Achan, son of Zerah, the silver, 

the robe, the gold wedge, his sons and daughters, his cattle, donkeys and sheep, his tent, and 

all that he had to the Valley of Achor… Then all Israel stoned him, and after they had stoned the 

rest, they burned them. Over Achan, they heaped up a large pile of rocks, which remains to this day.” 

Joshua 7:1–26   

This story reminds us that the Jewish People were in a precarious predicament. God had established His 

Covenants with His People. But if even “one person” broke God’s Covenant, the entire Nation of Israel 

would be punished. But the TRUTH is NO ONE can keep all of God’s Covenants. This “repetitive 

cycle” of sin and punishment is “Bad News.”  
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Remember the “Good News.” Anyone (Jew or Gentile) can enter God’s “New Covenant” by believing in 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This New Covenant is a “Covenant” of Grace, Mercy, and Forgiveness. 

Therefore, when you sin (and we all sin, “sometimes”), God has “already” forgiven your sin. But it is God’s 

desire for you to acknowledge your sin and “repent” (turn) from it. God has also given you the power so 

that you do not have to repeat your sin. That “Power” is His Precious Holy Spirit, which resides within 

every “believer.” So, the next time you are tempted to sin, you can choose to say NO! and walk away. 

Aren’t you GLAD for the “New Covenant?”  

 

There are other “connections” within the story of Joshua that can be used to connect it with the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ. They include the “scarlet robe” that Rahab, the prostitute, used to hang outside of her window 

to let the Israelites know not to harm anyone in Rahab’s room. This “saved” her and her family. Also, 

Rahab, who, even though she was a prostitute, God used her in the lineage of Jesus Christ.  

 

Let’s look at the “scarlet robe” that Rahab hung outside of her window to let the Israelites know not to 

harm anyone in Rahab’s room.  

 

The Story of the “Scarlet Thread”   

 

Throughout Scripture, a “Scarlet Cord” is referenced. A scarlet cord was used in the Jewish Feast, “Day 

of Atonement.” On this Feast, the “High Priest” made intercession with God concerning Israel’s sins from 

the previous year. But before the High Priest entered the “Holy of Holies” to make intercession for the 

sins of Israel, he did the following. The “High Priest” made an offering of a bull as a sin offering for 

himself. Then he would “cast lots” on two identical goats.  

 

The “lot” that fell on the first goat 

was called the “To the Lord” goat.  

 

The High Priest sacrificed this goat 

and sprinkled the goat’s blood on the 

“Mercy Seat” inside of the “Holy of 

Holies.”  

 

The “lot” that fell on the second goat 

was called the “To Azazel” goat. 

The High Priest then placed both 

hands on the goat’s head and 

confessed all Israel's sins. Then he 

tied a “Scarlet Cord” on the goat's 

horn (see RED arrow). That goat would then be taken “outside” Jerusalem into the desert and “released,” 

where it was killed presumably by wild beasts or run off a cliff. This goat was known as the “Scapegoat.”   

 

• “This is how Aaron is to enter the sanctuary area: with a young bull for a sin offering…he is to 

take the two goats and present them before the LORD at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. He 

is to cast lots for the two goats—one lot for the LORD and the other for the scapegoat. Aaron 

shall bring the goat whose lot falls to the LORD and sacrifice it for a sin offering. But the goat 

chosen by lot as the scapegoat shall be presented alive before the LORD to be used for making 

atonement by sending it into the desert as a scapegoat...“He shall then slaughter the goat for the 

sin offering for the people and take its blood behind the curtain and do with it as he did with the 
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bull’s blood: He shall sprinkle it on the atonement cover and in front of it...“When Aaron has 

finished making atonement for the Most Holy Place, the Tent of Meeting, and the altar, he shall 

bring forward the live goat. He is to lay both hands on the head of the live goat and confess 

over it all the wickedness and rebellion of the Israelites—all their sins—and put them on 

the goat’s head. He shall send the goat away into the desert in the care of a man appointed for 

the task. The goat will carry on itself all their sins to a solitary place, and the man shall release it 

in the desert…Then, before the LORD, you will be clean from all your sins. It is a “sabbath of 

rest.” Leviticus 16:1–34  

 

In summary:  

➢ The High Priest tied a “scarlet cord” on the horn of the “To Azazel” goat. He confessed and 

“transferred” ALL of Israel’s sins, placing them on the— “Scapegoat.” The scarlet cord that the 

“High Priest” tied to the “Azazel” goat reminds us of Rahab, who also secured a scarlet cord out 

of her window.  

➢ The scarlet cord that Rahab hung out of her window was the “sign” of the covenant she had made 

with the two Jewish spies who she had “saved.”  The scarlet cord was a sign to the Israelites not 

to harm Rahab or anyone in her room. Rahab’s family was “saved.” 

➢ Jesus Christ is the “Scapegoat.” ALL sins were placed and transferred ON Him. His shed blood 

(RED) and His death on the cross enacted the “New Covenant.”  His death is the sign that the New 

Covenant is HERE.  

 

Interestingly, Rabah was not only a prostitute, but she was also a Gentile. Yet, God chose to use her in the 

genealogy of Jesus Christ. Here is the “first section” Matthew 1:1–6.  

✓ Abraham was the father of Isaac,  

✓ Isaac, the father of Jacob,  

✓ Jacob, the father of Judah and his brothers,  

✓ Judah, the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar,  

✓ Perez, the father of Hezron,  

✓ Hezron, the father of Ram,  

✓ Ram, the father of Amminadab,  

✓ Amminadab, the father of Nahshon,  

✓ Nahshon, the father of Salmon,  

✓ Salmon, the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab,  

✓ Boaz, the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth,  

✓ Obed, the father of Jesse, and Jesse, the father of King David. 

 

Everyone sins, and no matter the sin, God can forgive you. But becoming connected to the God of the 

Bible and having all of your sins forgiven requires that you come to Him by believing in the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ. God will use “anyone” who turns their heart towards Him and comes to Him-His “Way.”  

God used a prostitute and a Gentile in the genealogy of Jesus Christ. He can use you too. God is GOOD!  
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The Ideogram of God’s Seven Feasts and the Gospel of Jesus Christ     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the next section, we’ll look at Israel’s feasts. In summary, when God gave Moses the Law (Old 

Covenant), He gave instructions for celebrating “Seven Feasts. They are:  

1. Passover 

2. Unleavened Bread 

3. First Fruits 

4. Pentecost 

5. Trumpets 

6. Day of Atonement  

7. Tabernacles    

 

The Star of David indicates that Jews go to Jerusalem yearly to celebrate Passover, Pentecost, and 

Tabernacles. The first four feasts of Passover, Unleavened Bread, First Fruits, and Pentecost are the 

elements of the “Gospel” of Jesus Christ and are signified by the four crosses.  

1. Jesus Christ was crucified on the cross as a sin substitute, and His blood was spilled to cover and 

forgive all past, present, and future sins. This occurred on Passover. 

2. Jesus died and was buried that same day. This occurred on Unleavened Bread. 

3. Three days later, the gravestone that sealed Jesus’s body was miraculously rolled away, and Jesus 

Christ was resurrected. This occurred on First Fruits. 

4. Jesus Christ gives us His LIFE through the indwelling, Precious Holy Spirit. This occurred on 

Pentecost. 
➢ Therefore anyone who believes in the Gospel of Jesus Christ enters into the reality of the “New 

Covenant.”  The New Covenant is HERE, and Jewish and Gentile unbelievers need to know.  

 

The Cup of Redemption and the “New Covenant”  

 

I want to prepare your heart by reminding you that “Passover” is the “picture” of the “New Covenant.” 

In summary, there are four cups of wine that the father pours during the Passover celebration. The first 

two cups of wine are poured before the Passover meal. Then “AFTER SUPPER” the father pours the 

third cup of wine called “The Cup of Redemption.” 

 

➢ “In the same way, AFTER THE SUPPER, he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant 

in my blood, which is poured out for you.” Luke 22:7–20 
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Two Kinsman Redeemers from Bethlehem   

 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is communicated through the Old Testament story of Ruth.  

 

The town of Bethlehem is the backdrop for this love story. In the book “Ruth,” a Jew named Boaz (from 

Bethlehem) redeems a widow, Ruth. To begin, under the Mosaic Law (5th Old Covenant), a “kinsman-

redeemer” is a family member who is obligated to “redeem” a widow whose husband has died. The fact 

that the word “redeem” is used is fascinating. Here’s why:  

 

 “Atonement” means “cover-up” is generally used in the Old Testament. And the word “Redeemer,” which 

means to purchase or buyback, is usually used in the New Testament. However, Ruth's Old Testament 

story is about “redemption.” But there are complications. Ruth is a Moabite whom the Jews hated. Ruth 

is also a Gentile.  

 

Here is the story.  

 

In the time of “Judges.”  

 

The Jewish people had turned away from God and were oppressed by their enemies. There is a famine in 

Bethlehem (house of bread), and a Jewish family moves to Moab (garbage can). The husband died, and 

his two Jewish sons married two Gentile women, Orpah and Ruth, from Moab. They lived in Moab for 

ten years until the two sons die. Naomi learns that there is bread in the land of Judah in Bethlehem. 

 

• “When she heard in Moab that the LORD had come to the aid of his people by providing food for 

them, Naomi and her daughters-in-law prepared to return home from there. With her two 

daughters-in-law, she left the place where she had been living and set out on the road that would 

take them back to the land of Judah.” 

 

Following is another “picture” of the covenant as Ruth (a Gentile) “cuts” a covenant with Naomi. Ruth 

decides that Naomi’s God (the God of the Jews) will be her God, too.  

 

Naomi tells Orpah and Ruth to return to their “mother’s home” and remarry. Then she blesses them. But 

Orpah and Ruth insist they’ll go back with Naomi to Bethlehem. But if they do, it will “cost” as the 

Israelites hated the Moabites. They could expect to live in widowhood and poverty. Orpah changes her 

heart, and she decides to return to her mother in Moab.”  

 

• “At this, they wept again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law good-by, but Ruth clung to her. 

“Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back to her people and her gods. Go back with 

her.” But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go, I 

will go, and where you stay, I will stay. Your people will be my people, and your God my God. 

Where you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so 

severely, if anything but death separates you and me.” When Naomi realized that Ruth was 

determined to go with her, she stopped urging her.” 

 

Naomi and Ruth make it back to Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest. And the Jews who 

knew her are startled. Naomi has come back broken, afflicted, and destitute.  
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• “So, the two women went on until they came to Bethlehem. When they arrived in Bethlehem, the 

whole town was stirred because of them, and the women exclaimed, “Can this be Naomi?” “Don’t 

call me Naomi,” she told them. “Call me Mara because the Almighty has made my life very bitter. 

I went away full, but the LORD has brought me back empty. Why call me Naomi? The LORD has 

afflicted me; the Almighty has brought misfortune upon me.”  

 

According to the “Mosaic Law,” harvesters could only go through the fields once. And if any of the harvest 

fell down while they harvested, they could not pick it up or return for it. What remained was for the poor 

to pick up as they walked behind the harvesters. Also, when a Jewish man married and died, any unmarried 

brother would be obligated to marry his widow. If there were no unmarried brothers, the responsibility 

would move chronologically down in the family tree until a “kinsman-redeemer” is found. The kinsman 

was obligated to fulfill that role. This system was designed to protect women. Naomi has a relative on her 

husband’s side, “a man of standing.” His name is Boaz. Ruth goes out to glean the fields and, by divine 

providence, gathers in a field belonging to Boaz.  

     

• “Now Naomi had a relative on her husband’s side, from the clan of Elimelech, a man of standing, 

whose name was Boaz. And Ruth the Moabites said to Naomi, “Let me go to the fields and pick 

up the leftover grain behind anyone in whose eyes I find favor.” Naomi said to her, “Go ahead, 

my daughter.” So, she went out and began to glean in the fields behind the harvesters. As it turned 

out, she found herself working in a field belonging to Boaz, who was from the clan of Elimelech.”  

 

Boaz extends grace to Ruth.  

 

• “Boaz asked the foreman of his harvesters, “Whose young woman is that?” The foreman replied, 

“She is the Moabitess who came back from Moab with Naomi. She said, ‘Please let me glean and 

gather among the sheaves behind the harvesters.’ She went into the field and has worked steadily 

from morning till now, except for a short rest in the shelter.” So, Boaz said to Ruth, “My daughter, 

listen to me. Don’t go and glean in another field, and don’t go away from here. Stay here with my 

servant girls. Watch the field where the men are harvesting and follow along after the girls. I have 

told the men not to touch you. And whenever you are thirsty, go and get a drink from the water 

jars the men have filled.”  

 

Ruth had been warned by Naomi to expect to be an outcast and rejected. But instead, she has found favor. 

Ruth is surprised at such an unmerited favor. This is a picture of you and me. Apart from Christ, we are 

outcasts, rejected, and scorned. But “In Christ,” we find unconditional love. 

   

• “You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very 

rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man, someone might possibly dare 

to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us” (Romans 5:6–8).  

 

Why did Boaz extend such gracious favor to Ruth? Boaz knows that Ruth has come to trust the God of 

the Jewish people. Ruth is now under his wing.  

 

• “Boaz replied, “I’ve been told all about what you have done for your mother-in-law since the death 

of your husband—how you left your father and mother and your homeland and came to live with 

a people you did not know before. May the LORD repay you for what you have done. May you be 

richly rewarded by the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge.”  
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Ruth thanks Boaz, and he showers Ruth with more favor.  

 

• “May I continue to find favor in your eyes, my lord,” she said. “You have given me comfort and 

have spoken kindly to your servant—though I do not have the standing of one of your servant 

girls.”  

 

Ruth tells Naomi everything. Now, Naomi explains that Boaz is a kinsman-redeemer. 

 

• “She carried it back to town, and her mother-in-law saw how much she had gathered. Ruth also 

brought out and gave her what she had left over after she had eaten enough. Her mother-in-law 

asked her, “Where did you glean today? Where did you work? Blessed, be the man who took notice 

of you!” Then Ruth told her mother-in-law about the one at whose place she had been working. 

“The name of the man I worked with today is Boaz,” she said. “The LORD bless him!” Naomi said 

to her daughter-in-law. “He has not stopped showing his kindness to the living and the dead.” She 

added, “That man is our close relative; he is one of our kinsman-redeemers.”   

 

According to the “Mosaic Law” of the Old Covenant, it provided a kinsman-redeemer. A kinsman-

redeemer was a family member nearest to the deceased upon whom the widow could call upon and claim 

for herself. The kinsman was obligated to fulfill that role. Also, the people of God were agricultural people. 

Life revolved around “The Threshing Floor.” The threshing floor was where recently harvested grain was 

bought. The chaff of the wheat must be sifted to be separated from the wheat kernels, so the threshing 

floor was usually located on the top of a hill. So, the wind could blow the chaff from the wheat. At night, 

the men would sleep with their heads toward the grain to protect it from robbers and thieves. Until now, 

Ruth has not claimed Boaz. So, Naomi nudges her along and provides instructions. 

 

• “Is not Boaz, with whose servant girls you have been, a kinsman of ours? Tonight, he will be 

winnowing barley on the threshing floor. Wash and perfume yourself and put on your best clothes. 

Then go down to the threshing floor, but don’t let him know you are there until he has finished 

eating and drinking. When he lies down, note the place where he is lying… “I will do whatever 

you say…  

 

Boaz is about to finish the work of “Redemption,” or an act of love on Ruth’s behalf.  

 

Now, we read the most beautiful verses of this story. Ruth claims Boaz as her kinsman-redeemer. This 

would be analogous to when we heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ and said, “Yes, Jesus-I BELIEVE!!”  

   

• “In the middle of the night, something startled the man, and he turned and discovered a woman 

lying at his feet. “Who are you?” he asked. “I am your servant Ruth,” she said. “Spread the corner 

of your garment over me since you are a kinsman-redeemer.”  

Boaz tells Ruth there is a nearer kinsman-redeemer. Ruth goes home and tells Naomi the news.  

 

• “And now, my daughter, don’t be afraid. I will do for you all you ask… Although it is true that I 

am near of kin, there is a kinsman-redeemer nearer than I. Stay here for the night and in the 

morning, if he wants to redeem, good; let him redeem. But if he is not willing, as surely as the 

LORD lives, I will do it… When Ruth came to her mother-in-law, Naomi asked, “How did it go, 

my daughter?” Then she told her everything Boaz had done for her and added, “He gave me these 

six measures of barley, saying, ‘Don’t go back to your mother-in-law empty-handed.’” Then 
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Naomi said, “Wait, my daughter, until you find out what happens. For the man will not rest until 

the matter is settled today.”   

 

According to the “Mosaic Law,” the kinsman-redeemer was not only for the widow but also for her 

property. The person associated with that property would also become the redeemer's responsibility. You 

could not separate the property and the person(s) who comes with the property. 

 

Boaz goes to the courthouse of that day (the city gates).  

 

Boaz waits for the nearer kinsman-redeemer. When he comes, Boaz gathers ten elders to serve as judges. 

Boaz tells the nearer kinsman that Naomi is selling a piece of property belonging to her deceased husband. 

Boaz suggests that the nearer kinsman buys Naomi’s property. The nearer kinsman knowing that Naomi 

also comes with the property, agrees to redeem the property. Now Boaz tells the nearer kinsman that Ruth, 

a Moabite, ALSO comes with the property. Hearing this, the nearer kinsman recants his offer (Jews hated 

the Gentiles-Moabites) and allows Boaz to redeem the property. The deal is closed with the nearer kinsman 

taking off his sandal and giving it to Boaz.  

 

The Elders confirm a blessing on Boaz.  

 

• “May you have standing in Ephrathah and be famous in Bethlehem. Through the offspring the LORD 

gives you by this young woman, may your family be like that of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah.” 

So, Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. Then he went to her, and the LORD enabled her to 

conceive, and she gave birth to a son. The women said to Naomi: “Praise be to the LORD, who this 

day has not left you without a kinsman-redeemer. May he become famous throughout Israel! He will 

renew your life and sustain you in your old age. For your daughter-in-law, who loves you and who is 

better to you than seven sons, has given him birth.” Then Naomi took the child, laid him in her lap, 

and cared for him. The women living there said, “Naomi has a son.” And they named him Obed. He 

was the father of Jesse, the father of David.” 

 

In conclusion, Boaz was a Jewish Kinsman Redeemer from Bethlehem who honored the Mosaic Law, and 

he redeemed Ruth, a Gentile, who accepted the God of the Jewish people as her God.  

 

Boaz and Ruth had a son, Obed, the father of Jesse. Jesse was the father of David, from whom came 

Messiah Jesus.  

Jesus is our Jewish Kinsman Redeemer from Bethlehem. 

Jesus redeems both Jews and Gentiles into God’s glorious Kingdom 

 

The Victorious Lamb of Glory   

 

Following is another story that uses the connective element of a “Lamb” to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ. It is the Biblical progression of how a little lamb grew up to be a Mighty Lamb— “The Victorious 

Lamb of Glory.”  

 

The story started a long time ago…  

 

Adam and Eve had two sons (Cain and Abel). The two brothers were working… 

 

The Lamb is necessary: 
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• “Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. With time Cain brought some of the fruits of 

the soil as an offering to the LORD. But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of 

his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering, but on Cain and his offering, he 

did not look with favor. So, Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast. Then the LORD said 

to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? If you do what is right, will you not be 

accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, 

but you must master it.” Genesis 4:1-8 

 

The Lamb is for one person: 

 

• “Sometime later, God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. Then 

God said, “Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. 

Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering.” Genesis 22:1–2  

 

The Lamb will be provided by God—Himself: 

 

• “Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. 

When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him 

about. On the third day, Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. He said to his 

servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship, and then 

we will come back to you.” Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son 

Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, Isaac 

spoke up and said to his father, Abraham, “Father?” “Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. “The fire 

and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” Abraham answered, 

“God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” Genesis 22:3–8 

 

The Lamb will be a substitute: 

 

• “When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged 

the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then he 

reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. But the angel of the LORD called out to him 

from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he 

said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God because you have not withheld 

from me, your son, your only son.” Abraham looked up, and there in a thicket, he saw a ram caught 

by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son.” 

Genesis 22:9–14 

 

The Lamb will be for a family: 

 

• “The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, “This month is to be for you the first month, the 

first month of your year. Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month, 

each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household.” Exodus 12:1–4 

 

The Lamb will be spotless: 

 

• “[Lambs] you choose must be year-old males without defect.” Exodus 12:5 

 

The Lamb will be a protector: 
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• “Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go at once and select the animals 

for your families and slaughter the Passover lamb. Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the blood in 

the basin, and put some of the blood on the top and on both sides of the doorframe. Not one of you 

shall go out the door of his house until morning. When the LORD goes through the land to strike 

down the Egyptians, he will see the blood on the top and sides of the doorframe and will pass over 

that doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer to enter your houses and strike you down. 

Exodus 12:21–23 

 

The Lamb will be a person: 

 

• “He grew up before him like a tender shoot and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or 

majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. He was despised 

and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide 

their faces, he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely, he took up our infirmities and 

carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted.” Isaiah 

53:2–4 

 

The Lamb will provide for a Nation: 

 

• “But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that 

brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds, we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone 

astray, each of us has turned to his own way, and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

Isaiah 53:5–6 

 

The Lamb will provide for many Nations: 

 

• “Therefore, I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong 

because he poured out his life unto death and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore 

the sin of many and made intercession for the transgressors.” Isaiah 53:12 

 

 

The Lamb will be for the World: 

 

• “The next day, John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes 

away the sin of the world!” John 1:29  

 

The Lamb will be confirmed as a person—Jesus Christ: 

 

• “Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down 

from Jerusalem to Gaza.”  So, he started out, and on his way, he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an 

important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had 

gone to Jerusalem to worship and on his way, home, was sitting in his chariot, reading the book of 

Isaiah, the prophet. The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” Then Philip ran up 

to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are 

reading?” Philip asked. “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So, he invited 

Philip to come up and sit with him. The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: “He was 

led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before the shearer is silent, so he did not open his 

mouth. In his humiliation, he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his 
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life was taken from the earth.” The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet 

talking about, himself or someone else?” Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture 

and told him the good news about Jesus.” Acts 8:26–35 

 

The Lamb is for all history and will rise from the dead: 

 

• “He was chosen before the creation of the world but was revealed in these last times for your sake. 

Through him, you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your 

faith and hope are in God.” 1 Peter 1:20–21 

 

The Lamb is the center of the universe and the center of all worship: 

 

• “Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands and ten 

thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures, and the elders. 

“In a loud voice, they sang: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and 

wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!” Revelation 5:11-12 

 

The Lamb is the one with ALL authority, power, and dominion: 

 

• “Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all 

that is in them, singing: “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor 

and glory   power, forever and ever!” Revelation 5:13 

 

The Lamb keeps records. Therefore if you know the lamb, your name is in His book:  

 

• “If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of 

fire.” Revelation 20:15 

 

The Lamb will be born where all lambs are born—in a stable: 

 



“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM  
Subtitled, “Sound the Trumpets in Zion” TM 

88    

• “In those days, Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman 

world. And everyone went to his own town to register. So, Joseph also went up from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem, the town of David, because he belonged to the house 

and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and 

was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave 

birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger because there 

was no room for them in the inn. And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping 

watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring 

you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David, a Savior 

has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped 

in cloths and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with 

the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on 

whom his favor rests.”  When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 

one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told 

us about.” So, they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph and the baby, who was lying in the 

manger.” Luke 2:1–20 

 

The Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, was born in a manger, a stable, not much, considering He was the King 

of Israel and the Savior of the world.  

 

However, a stable is where all lambs are born.  

 

How fitting. Do you know the Lamb of Glory?  

 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the message of the “New Covenant” and encompasses these points.  

1. Jesus Christ was crucified on the cross as a sin substitute, and His blood was spilled to cover 

and forgive all past, present, and future sins.  

2. Jesus died and was buried that same day.  

3. Three days later, the gravestone that sealed Jesus’s body was miraculously rolled away, and Jesus 

Christ was resurrected.  

4. Jesus Christ gives us His LIFE through the indwelling, Precious Holy Spirit.  
 

Jesus Christ brought the “New Covenant” when He died on Passover.  

 

The “New Covenant” is HERE!  
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Part Three 
The Biblical Model for Connecting an Unbeliever to the  

God of the Bible.  
 

“A man in the crowd answered, “Teacher, I brought you my son, who is possessed by a spirit that has 

robbed him of speech. Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes 

his teeth, and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could not.” “O 

unbelieving generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with 

you? Bring the boy to me.” So they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy 

into a convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth. Jesus asked the boy’s 

father, “How long has he been like this?” “From childhood,” he answered. “It has often thrown him into 

fire or water to kill him. But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.” “‘If you can’?” said 

Jesus. “Everything is possible for him who believes.” Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do 

believe; help me overcome my unbelief!” Mark 6:14-24 

 

 

A Relational Process  
 

Reaching Jewish and Gentile people is a “Relational Process.”  

Therefore, the harvesting of souls can ONLY come from the “preparation” of: 

▪ Planting 

▪ Watering 

▪ Fertilizing  

 

When you get the opportunity to share the truths of the “New Covenant” with Jewish friends, you will 

most likely be met with “objections.”  Therefore, let me begin by giving you Biblical responses to the top 

three objections Jewish people will most likely have.  
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They are: 

1) Unbelief in the Virgin Birth and the Trinity. 

2) Unbelief in the Resurrection. 

3) Unwillingness to “Count and Accept the Cost” of believing.  

 

Let’s examine each and provide Scriptural responses.  

Please take the time to think about what you are reading.  

Especially take the time to “digest” the truths concerning the resurrection. They are foundational.  

 

The Virgin Birth, Church of the Annunciation  

 
 

There are many churches throughout Israel, and you will visit some on your tour.  

 

One of the churches you will visit is the Church of the Annunciation.  

 

It is here (or nearby) where the Angel Gabriel appeared to Mary (a virgin) and proclaimed she would give 

birth to the Savior of the Jewish people.  

 

Interestingly, Jewish people will acknowledge that Jesus Christ was a Jewish Rabbi and that He lived in 

Israel.  

 

They will agree that He was a teacher and a good person but not the Jewish Messiah.  

 

Israelis are thankful for all the Christians who come to Israel to tour the Biblical sites associated with 

Jesus. They understand that a big part of Israel’s economy is directly tied to Jesus and the Biblical sites.  

However, the ONE spiritual truth Jewish people can’t wrap their heads around is the “Virgin Birth.” Many 

Jewish people will not move forward with considering the Scriptures because of the concept of a “Virgin 

Birth.”  Therefore, you must know and understand the “virgin” birth of Jesus Christ.  

 

To begin, in God’s economy, there is “natural conception” and “supernatural conception.”  
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Natural Conception  

During sexual intercourse, the “seed” of the father is deposited into the woman. The seed joins with the 

“egg” of the mother, and “natural” conception occurs. You’ll recall that in The Garden, God commanded 

that Adam and Eve could NOT eat from the “Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.” But they ate from 

this Tree and sinned.  

 

Therefore, with every human conception moving forward, the “seed” of a sinful father is deposited and 

joined with the “egg” of a sinful mother, and a SINFUL child is born.  

 

Adam sinned; therefore, ALL sinned.  

This is why the Messiah could NOT be born through “natural” conception. To be a “perfect” sacrifice, 

The Messiah had to be PERFECT-without sin. ONLY a sinless Messiah could “atone” and take away 

the penalty for our sins. 

 

Supernatural Conception  

The first picture of the “supernatural” conception occurred right after Adam and Eve sinned. God curses 

SATAN (the serpent). 

 

• “And I [GOD] will put enmity Between you (the serpent) and the woman, And between your 

seed (the serpent) and her Seed.” Genesis 3:15 NKJ 

 

Remember that “her Seed” does not say the woman has “seed.” A woman can ONLY provide the egg. 

Instead, “her Seed” refers to “God-The FATHER’S Seed” that will be deposited “in her.”  God will 

impregnate a woman with “HIS SEED” so that a SINLESS baby, The Messiah, would be born. Later, the 

prophet Isaiah provides another picture regarding the “supernatural” conception. The Messiah will be born 

of a “virgin”- a woman who has never had intercourse and had a man’s “seed” deposited inside her.  

 

• “Hear now, you house of David…Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will 

be with child and will give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel.” Isaiah 7:13–14  

 

In summary, The Holy Spirit “conceived Jesus Christ. God’s “SEED” was deposited into a “virgin 

woman” who would birth The Messiah (supernatural conception).  

 

• “This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother, Mary was pledged to be married to 

Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 

Because Joseph, her husband, was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public 

disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 

home as your wife because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth 

to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus because he will save his people from their sins.” 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will be with 

child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel,”—which means, “God with 

us.” Matthew 1:1–23 

 

Unfortunately, some scoff at the concept of a “virgin birth” even within the church. How SAD! The “virgin 

birth” is one of the essential pillars of the Christian faith. Without a “virgin birth,” our faith is in vain. 

ONLY a sinless Messiah can destroy sin (the serpent), hell, and the grave.  
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The Oldest Jewish Cemetery in the World, Truths About Resurrection 

  
 

While most Jews do not believe in the Virgin Birth,  

 

Religious Jews DO believe in the “Resurrection.”  

 

However, reformed or agnostic Jews do not believe in the concept of the “Resurrection.”  

 

Yet, the Bible speaks about the “Resurrection” in the Old and New Testaments.  

 

Standing on the “Mount of Olives,” you can see one of the oldest Jewish cemeteries in the world.  

 

The GREEN/BLUE arrow points to the coffin-like “boxes” you see in the picture. These are “Grave 

Makers” for the deceased buried in the ground.  

 

The GREEN/RED arrow points to the “Dome of the Rock” located on the  

“Temple Mount” in the background.  

 

Many Jews believe the Messiah has not yet come, so they have chosen to be buried at this gravesite, 

nearest to the Temple Mount. These Jews have been buried with their feet pointing towards the Temple 

Mount and the “Golden Gate” entrance, believing they will be resurrected FIRST when the Messiah 

comes.  

 

Many people do not believe in the reality of the “Resurrection.”  

 

However, for BOTH Jews and Gentiles, resurrection from the dead is NOT a leap of faith.  

 

Instead, the resurrection from the dead is recorded in both the Old and New Testaments.  
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❖ The Bible records three resurrections in the Old Testament. 

❖ The Bible records three resurrections in the New Testament before Jesus was resurrected. 

❖ The Bible records many resurrections after Jesus’ resurrection.  

 

Let’s begin with the “Three Resurrections in the Old Testament.  

 

Elijah resurrected the son of Zarephath's widow. 

 

• “Sometime later, the son of the woman who owned the house became ill. He grew worse and worse 

and finally stopped breathing. She said to Elijah, “What do you have against me, man of God? Did 

you come to remind me of my sin and kill my son?” “Give me your son,” Elijah replied. He took 

him from her arms, carried him to the upper room where he was staying, and laid him on his bed. 

Then he cried out to the LORD, “O LORD my God, have you brought tragedy also upon this widow 

I am staying with, by causing her son to die?” Then he stretched himself out on the boy three times 

and cried to the LORD, “O LORD my God, let this boy’s life return to him!” The LORD heard Elijah’s 

cry, and the boy’s life returned to him, and he lived. Elijah picked up the child and carried him 

down from the room into the house. He gave him to his mother and said, “Look, your son is alive!” 

Then the woman said to Elijah, “Now I know that you are a man of God and that the word of the 

LORD from your mouth is the truth.” 1 Kings 17:17–24  

 

Elisha resurrected the son of the great Shunammite woman. 

 

• “When Elisha reached the house, there was the boy lying dead on his couch. He went in, shut the 

door on the two of them, and prayed to the LORD. Then he got on the bed and lay upon the boy, 

mouth to mouth, eyes to eyes, hands to hands. As he stretched himself out upon him, the boy’s 

body grew warm. Elisha turned away and walked back and forth in the room and then got on the 

bed and stretched out upon him once more. The boy sneezed seven times and opened his eyes. 

Elisha summoned Gehazi and said, “Call the Shunammite.” And he did. When she came, he said, 

“Take your son.” She came in, fell at his feet, and bowed to the ground. Then she took her son and 

went out.” 2 Kings 4:32–37 

 

A dead man is resurrected when he touches Elisha’s bones.  

 

• “Elisha died and was buried. Now Moabite raiders used to enter the country every spring. Once 

while some Israelites were burying a man, suddenly they saw a band of raiders; so they threw the 

man’s body into Elisha’s tomb. When the body touched Elisha’s bones, the man came to life and 

stood up on his feet.” 2 Kings 13:20–21 

  

Here is what the Old Testament says about the certainty of resurrection from the dead. 

 

• “At that time, Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. There will be a time 

of distress, such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then. But at that time, 

your people—everyone whose name is found written in the book—will be delivered. Multitudes 

who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake some to everlasting life, others to shame and 

everlasting contempt” Daniel 12:1–3.  

• “I know that my Redeemer lives and that in the end, he will stand upon the earth. And after my 

skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh, I will see God; I myself will see him with my own eyes. 

I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me! Job 19:23–27.  
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• “God will redeem my life from the grave; he will surely take me to himself.” Psalm 49:15 

 

The Old Testament indicates believers and the Messiah, “Holy One,” will be resurrected.  

   

• “Therefore, my heart is glad, and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest secure because you 

will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay.” Psalm 16:9–10  

 

Let’s look at the “Three Resurrections in the New Testament before Jesus’ Resurrection.  

 

Jesus resurrects the widow’s son at Nain.  

 

➢ “Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went along with him. As he 

approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out—the only son of his mother, and 

she was a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her. When the Lord saw her, his 

heart went out to her, and he said, “Don’t cry.” Then he went up and touched the coffin, and those 

carrying it stood still. He said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” The dead man sat up and began 

to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother. They were all filled with awe and praised God. “A 

great prophet has appeared among us,” they said. “God has come to help his people.” This news 

about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the surrounding country. Luke 7:11–17  

 

Jesus resurrects Jairus’ daughter.  

 

➢ “While he was saying this, a ruler came and knelt before him and said, “My daughter has just died. 

But come and put your hand on her, and she will live.” Jesus got up and went with him, and so did 

his disciples… When Jesus entered the ruler’s house and saw the flute players and the noisy crowd, 

he said, “Go away. The girl is not dead but asleep.” But they laughed at him. After the crowd 

had been put outside, he went in and took the girl by the hand, and she got up. News of this spread 

through all that region.” Matthew 9:18–26  

 

Jesus resurrects Lazarus.  

 

➢ “Now a man named Lazarus was sick…So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love 

is sick.” When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s 

glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it… “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I 

am going there to wake him up.” His disciples replied, “Lord if he sleeps, he will get better.” Jesus 

had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. So, then he told 

them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, and for your sake, I am glad I was not there so that you may believe. 

But let us go to him.” Then Thomas (called Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also 

go, that we may die with him.”  “On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the 

tomb for four days... “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not 

have died. But I know that even now, God will give you whatever you ask.”  Jesus said to her, 

“Your brother will rise again.”  Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at 

the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will 

live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 

this?” “Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to 

come into the world…. When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his 

feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw 

her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved 

in spirit and troubled. “Where have you laid him?” he asked. “Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 
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Jesus wept. Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”  But some of them said, “Could not he 

who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” Jesus, once more deeply 

moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. “Take away the 

stone,” he said. But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad 

odor, for he has been there four days.” Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, 

you would see the glory of God?”  So, they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, 

“Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for 

the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.”  When he had 

said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands 

and feet wrapped with strips of linen and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, “Take off the 

grave clothes and let him go.” John 11:1–44 

 

Jesus prophesies that He will be resurrected in “three days.” 

 

• “When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple 

courts, he found men selling cattle, sheep, and doves and others sitting at tables exchanging money. 

So, he made a whip out of cords and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and cattle; he 

scattered the coins of the moneychangers and overturned their tables. To those who sold doves, he 

said, “Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father’s house into a market!”  His disciples 

remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.” Then the Jews demanded 

of him, “What miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?” Jesus 

answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” The Jews replied, 

“It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?” But 

the temple he had spoken of was his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled 

what he had said. Then they believed the Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken. Now 

while he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many people saw the miraculous signs he was 

doing and believed in his name. John 2:13–23   

 

In the next section, we will look at Israel’s Feasts. In summary, Jesus was “buried” on the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread. And three days later, Jesus rose from the grave—on the Feast of First Fruits.  

 

➢ “Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. There was a violent earthquake, 

for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and 

sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. The guards were 

so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. The angel said to the women, “Do not 

be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, 

just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He 

has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I 

have told you.”  So, the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to 

tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his 

feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to 

go to Galilee; there, they will see me.” Matthew 28: 1–10 

 

Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is one of the “pillars” of the Christian faith. Believing Jesus rose from 

the dead becomes MORE believable when we read about the three resurrections which occurred in the 

Old Testament and the three resurrections that happened in the New Testament before Jesus Christ was 

resurrected. But if Jesus was not resurrected from the dead, “we” are still “LOST” in our sins, and our 

faith would be futile.  
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• “But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there 

is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been 

raised. And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless, and so is your faith. More than 

that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he 

raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if, in fact, the dead are not raised. For if the 

dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. And if Christ has not been raised, 

your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ 

are lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.” 1 

Corinthians 15:1–34   

 

After Jesus’ resurrection, MORE people were resurrected, too. 

 

• “And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. At that moment, the 

curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks split. The 

tombs broke open, and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. They 

came out of the tombs, and after Jesus’ resurrection, they went into the holy city and appeared to 

many people.” Matthew 27:50–53 

 

Peter raises Tabitha from the dead. 

 

• In Joppa, there was a disciple named Tabitha who was always doing good and helping the poor. 

About that time, she became sick and died, and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs 

room. Lydda was near Joppa; so, when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two 

men to him and urged him, “Please come at once!” Peter went with them, and when he arrived, he 

was taken upstairs to the room…Peter sent them all out of the room; then, he got down on his 

knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her 

eyes and, seeing Peter, she sat up…This became known all over Joppa, and many people believed 

in the Lord. Peter stayed in Joppa for some time with a tanner named Simon.” Acts 9:36-43  

 

Paul raises Eutychus from the dead. 

 

• “Seated in a window was a young man named Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep as Paul 

talked on and on. When he was sound asleep, he fell to the ground from the third story and was 

picked up dead. Paul went down, threw himself on the young man, and put his arms around him. 

“Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “He’s alive!” Then he went upstairs again and broke bread and ate. 

After talking until daylight, he left. The people took the young man home alive and were greatly 

comforted.” Acts 20:9–12  

 

Even though resurrection from the dead occurred in the Old Testament, some of the Sadducees did 

not believe, they tested Jesus, and He responded by quoting Exodus 3:6. 

 

➢ “That same day, the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to him with a question. 

“Teacher,” they said, “Moses told us that if a man dies without having children, his brother must 

marry the widow and have children for him. Now there were seven brothers among us. The first one 

married and died, and since he had no children, he left his wife to his brother. The same thing 

happened to the second and third brother, right on down to the seventh. Finally, the woman died. 

Now then, at the resurrection, whose wife will she be of the seven since all of them were married to 

her?” Jesus replied, “You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God. 

At the resurrection, people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels 
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in heaven. But about the resurrection of the dead—have you not read what God said to you, ‘I am 

the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not the God of the dead but of 

the living.” Matthew 22:23–32 

 

Death is inevitable. Resurrection from the dead through belief in the Gospel of Jesus Christ is absolute. 

Many Scriptures speak to the certainty of our resurrection from the dead. 

 

➢ Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the 

voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live.” John 5:24–25 

• “If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him 

in his resurrection.” Romans 6:5.  

• “Because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with 

Jesus and present us with you in his presence.” 2 Corinthians 4:14 

 

The Book of John- “Believing”  

 

Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

1. Jesus Christ was crucified on the cross as a sin substitute, and His blood was spilled to cover 

and forgive all past, present, and future sins.  

2. Jesus died and was buried that same day.  

3. Three days later, the gravestone that sealed Jesus’s body was miraculously rolled away, and Jesus 

Christ was resurrected.  

4. Jesus Christ gives us His LIFE through the indwelling, Precious Holy Spirit.  
 

▪ “You and I believed the Gospel, not because we were wiser or more righteous than anyone else, 

but because God graciously intervened, opening our hearts to heed, His word and believe.” -John 

MacArthur- 

 

One of its main themes in the book of John is “Belief” in the Jewish Messiah and His Gospel. 

 

Following, I’ve listed the passages in John which refer to “believing,”  

 

Believers and unbelievers need to read and reread.  

 

John 1 

• “There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. He came as a witness to testify 

concerning that light so that through him all men might believe…Then Nathanael declared, 

“Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel.”  

 

John 3 

➢ “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone 

who believes in him may have eternal life. “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 

Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son 

into the world to condemn the world but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is 

not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed 

in the name of God’s one and only Son…Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever 

rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on him.” 
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John 4 

➢ “When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink…The 

Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew, and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me 

for a drink?” (For Jews, do not associate with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift 

of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him, and he would have given 

you living water… “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep. Where 

can you get this living water…Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 

but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in 

him a spring of water welling up to eternal life…Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to 

the town and said to the people, “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did...Many of the 

Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony…when the Samaritans 

came to him…and because of his words, many more became believers. They said to the woman, “We 

no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that 

this man really is the Savior of the world.” 

 

John 5 

➢ “And there was a certain royal official whose son lay sick at Capernaum. When this man heard that 

Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and begged him to come and heal his son, 

who was close to death. “Unless you people see miraculous signs and wonders,” Jesus told him, “you 

will never believe.” The royal official said, “Sir, come down before my child dies.” Jesus replied, 

“You may go. Your son will live.” The man took Jesus at his word and departed. While he was still 

on the way, his servants met him with the news that his boy was living. When he inquired as to the 

time when his son got better, they said to him, “The fever left him yesterday at the seventh hour.” 

Then the father realized that this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, “Your son will 

live.” So, he and all his household believed…I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes 

him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.” 

 

John 6 

• “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.” So, they asked him, “What miraculous 

sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you? What will you do? Our forefathers ate 

the manna in the desert; as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” Jesus said to 

them, “I tell you the truth, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my 

Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is he who comes down 

from heaven and gives life to the world.” “Sir,” they said, “from now on, give us this bread.” Then 

Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who 

believes in me will never be thirsty. But as I told you, you have seen me, and still, you do not 

believe…For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall 

have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day…I am the living bread that came down 

from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will 

give for the life of the world... The words I have spoken to you are spirit, and they are life. Yet 

there are some of you who do not believe…From this time, many of his disciples turned back and 

no longer followed him. “You do not want to leave, too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve. Simon 

Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We believe 

and know that you are the Holy One of God.”  
 

John 7 

• “On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “If anyone is thirsty, 

let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living 

water will flow from within him.”  
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John 8 

• “I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am the one I claim to be, 

you will indeed die in your sins…When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know 

that I am the one I claim to be and that I do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has 

taught me. The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases 

him.” Even as he spoke, many put their faith in him.” 

 

 

John 9 

• ““Do you believe in the Son of Man?” “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may 

believe in him.” Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” 

Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him...Then came the Feast of Dedication 

at Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was in the temple area walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. 

The Jews gathered around him, saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the 

Christ, tell us plainly.” Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do 

in my Father’s name speak for me, but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. My sheep 

listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life… Then Jesus went 

back across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing in the early days. Here he stayed, 

and many people came to him. They said, “Though John never performed a miraculous sign, all 

that John said about this man was true.” And in that place, many believed in Jesus.” 

 

John 11 

• “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But I know 

that even now, God will give you whatever you ask.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 

again.” Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” Jesus said 

to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 

and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” “Yes, Lord,” she told 

him, “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world.” 

 
John 12 

• “Meanwhile, a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and came, not only because of 

him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. So, the chief priests made plans 

to kill Lazarus as well, for on account of him, many of the Jews were going over to Jesus and 

putting their faith in him…Even after Jesus had done all these miraculous signs in their presence, 

they still would not believe in him. This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet: “Lord, who 

has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” For this reason, 

they could not believe because, as Isaiah says elsewhere: “He has blinded their eyes and deadened 

their hearts, so they can neither see with their eyes, nor understand with their hearts, nor turn—

and I would heal them.” Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus’ glory and spoke about him. Yet, at 

the same time, many, even among the leaders believed in him. But because of, the Pharisees, they 

would not confess their faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue; for they loved praise 

from men more than praise from God. Then Jesus cried out, “When a man believes in me, he does 

not believe in me only, but in the one who sent me. When he looks at me, he sees the one who sent 

me. I have come into the world as a light so that no one who believes in me should stay in 

darkness.” 
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John 14 

• Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” 

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 

me. If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him 

and have seen him.” Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father, and that will be enough for us.” Jesus 

answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? 

Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don’t you 

believe that I am in the Father and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my 

own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am 

in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves.” 

 

John 16 

• “Though I have been speaking figuratively, a time is coming when I will no longer use this kind 

of language but will tell you plainly about my Father. In that day, you will ask in my name. I am 

not saying that I will ask the Father on your behalf. No, the Father himself loves you because you 

have loved me and have believed that I came from God. I came from the Father and entered the 

world; now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father.” Then Jesus’ disciples said, “Now 

you are speaking clearly and without figures of speech. Now we can see that you know all things 

and that you do not even need to have anyone ask you questions. This makes us believe that you 

came from God.” “You believe at last!” Jesus answered. 

 
John 17 

• “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you 

have sent…Father, just as you are in me, and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world 

may believe that you have sent me.”  

 

John 19 

• [Jesus is crucified] “Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special 

Sabbath. Because the Jews did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they 

asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. The soldiers therefore came and 

broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus and then those of the other. But 

when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, 

one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. 

The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the 

truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. These things happened so that the scripture 

would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken,” and, as another scripture says, “They 

will look on the one they have pierced.” 

 

John 20 

• “Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and 

saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. So, she came running to Simon Peter and 

the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and 

we don’t know where they have put him!” So, Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 

Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent over and 

looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. Then Simon Peter, who was behind 

him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the burial 

cloth that had been around Jesus’ head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. 

Finally, the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed… 
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Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 

So, the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see the 

nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I 

will not believe it.” A week later, his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with 

them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 

you!” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put 

it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” Then 

Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not 

seen and yet have believed.” Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, 

which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” 

 

John 21 

• Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even 

the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written.” 
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The Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of Heaven  

 
Jesus refers to “The Kingdom of God” and “The Kingdom of Heaven” interchangeably.  

 

The Kingdom of God: 

1. Was established at creation. 

2. Was attacked by Satan at the “Fall.” 

3. Is being restored on the earth because of the finished work of Jesus Christ—who defeated sin, 

Satan, and the grave.  

4. Is the “Message of The Cross.” 

5. Is the “Message” believers are tasked to proclaim.  

6. Is now. 

7. Is future. 

➢ Jesus said: “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!” Mark 1:15  

 

To enter the “Kingdom of Heaven,” you must have a righteousness that surpasses the Pharisees and 

teachers of the Law. As this is impossible, God would have to provide a “righteousness” that comes 

by faith. And He did!  

 

➢ Jesus said, “For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the 

teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:20 

 

 
 

Jesus compares the Kingdom of Heaven to a mustard seed. 

  

➢ Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his 

field. Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants 

and becomes a tree so that the birds of the air come and perch in its branches.” Matthew 13:31–32 

 

The Kingdom of God belongs to GOD. He sets the parameters. It is HIS Kingdom. 

To understand the following parable, consider this;  

❖ A boy who is ten years old believes in the Gospel and serves Jesus until he passes away at the age 

of eighty. The boy will inherit eternal life-he is the first.  



“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM  
Subtitled, “Sound the Trumpets in Zion” TM 

103    

❖ The boy’s sister is now 80 years old, believes in the Gospel, and serves the Savior for one month 

before she passes away. She will also inherit eternal life-she is the last.  

  

➢ Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 

He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they 

refused to come. “Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited 

that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything 

is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’ “But they paid no attention and went off—one to his 

field, another to his business. The rest seized his servants, mistreated them, and killed them. The 

king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. “Then 

he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. 

Go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ So, the servants went out into 

the streets and gathered all the people they could find, both good and bad, and the wedding hall 

was filled with guests. “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who 

was not wearing wedding clothes. ‘Friend,’ he asked, ‘how did you get in here without wedding 

clothes?’ The man was speechless. “Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, 

and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth.’” Matthew 22:1–14 

 

Jesus proclaims, “The Kingdom of Heaven.”   

 

➢ Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all 

kinds of fish. When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and 

collected the good fish in baskets but threw the bad away. This is how it will be at the end of the 

age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the 

fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Matthew 13:47-50 

 

Jesus uses a “child’ to illustrate the Kingdom of Heaven.  

 

➢ Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never 

enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in 

the kingdom of heaven. “And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me. 

But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him 

to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea.”  

Matthew 18:1–6   

 

The Kingdom of Heaven is about forgiveness.  

 

➢ Jesus said, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. “Therefore, the kingdom of 

heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. As he began the settlement, 

a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. Since he was not able to pay, the 

master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 

“The servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back 

everything.’ The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt, and let him go. “But when 

that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He 

grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded. “His fellow 

servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.’ “But he 

refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 

When the other servants saw, what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told 
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their master everything that had happened. “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked 

servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you have 

had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ In anger, his master turned him over to 

the jailers to be tortured until he should pay back all he owed. “This is how my heavenly Father 

will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart.” Matthew 18:21–35 

 

No one can enter the Kingdom of God unless they have been “born again.” 

  

➢ Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water 

and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be 

surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear 

its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So, it is with everyone born 

of the Spirit.” John 3:5-8 

 

The Kingdom of God is about righteousness, peace, and joy.  

 

• “For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace, and 

joy in the Holy Spirit.” Romans 14:17–18  

➢ Jesus said, “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to 

you as well.” Matthew 6:33 

 

One Must be “Born Again”-Indwelled with The Holy Spirit to enter the Kingdom of God.  

 

➢ Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water 

and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be 

surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’” John 3:5-8 

 

ANY Person Can Come “Home” to Their Heavenly Father   

 

The Bible is clear. There are only two groups of people, “Jews” and “Gentiles.”   

 

And within these two groups are “believers” and “unbelievers.”  

 

“Believers” (Jew or Gentile) are those people who have believed in the Gospel of Jesus Christ and had all 

of their sins forgiven.  

 

They will also spend eternity with God.  

 

However, those who do not believe will suffer “loss,” including spending eternity apart from God.  

 

They will also be eternally separated from their loved ones who were believers.  

 

Therefore, if you are not a believer, God has again given you another opportunity to believe.  

 

For as long as there is “Today,”-Today is the Day of Salvation.  

 

There is nothing that you have done (or will ever do) to be undeserving of God’s wondrous grace and 

forgiveness. In the following parable, a young Jewish son commits several heinous acts. First, he asks for 
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his inheritance while his father is still living. Then he squanders the money on prostitutes and wild living. 

The Jewish boy finds himself in a pigsty (Jews hate pigs), hoping to eat what the pigs are eating. Then he 

comes to the “end of himself.”    

    

➢ Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give 

me my share of the estate.’ So, he divided his property between them. “Not long after that, the 

younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country, and there squandered his wealth 

in wild living. After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, 

and he began to be in need. So, he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who 

sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were 

eating, but no one gave him anything. “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my 

father’s hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! I will set out and go back 

to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer 

worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.’  So, he got up and went to his 

father. “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion 

for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him, and kissed him. “The son said to him, 

‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your 

son.’ “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring 

on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and 

celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So, they 

began to celebrate… But we had to celebrate and be glad because this brother of yours was dead 

and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’” Luke 15:11-32  
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Shabbat- a “Day of Rest” for God’s People 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shabbat is a “Day of Rest” for God’s People. 

 

God instructed His people to work for six days and then to rest on the seventh day. 

 

In Israel, everyone rests on the Sabbath (Saturday) except for essential services.  

 

Jews in Israel (and around the World) take the Sabbath seriously.  

 

The Sabbath begins at sunset on Friday evening and ends on Saturday night.  

 

The Sabbath is a remembrance that after God created the world—He rested from His labors” (Genesis 

2:2).  

 

When you visit Israel on Friday evening, you’ll notice many families who have come to share a Shabbat 

meal.  

 

You will see the man of each family take a prayer book, challah (Jewish bread), and wine.  

 

He will recite the blessings over the bread and the wine before partaking in the Shabbat meal.  

 

Every hotel in Israel has two or more sets of elevators.  

 

One set of elevators is explicitly designated as the “Shabbat Elevator.”  

 

During Sabbath, the Shabbat elevator stops on every floor.  

 

For some Jews, even pushing the elevator button is considered work.  

 

There are three rituals associated with the Sabbath.  

1. Lighting the Sabbath candles. 

2. Saying a blessing over wine. 

3. Reciting a blessing over challah (Jewish bread). 

We are not required to rest on the Sabbath in the New Covenant. 
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Our work or lifestyle may not allow us to rest on Saturday.  

 

However, we should take ONE day out of the week to rest and worship God.  

 

Jesus was a Jew, yet He still worked on the Sabbath when it was necessary.  

 

But Jesus also understood the importance of rest and getting alone with His Father. 

 

Jesus is the Lord of the Sabbath. He also healed on the Sabbath. 

 

➢ “One Sabbath, Jesus was going through the grain fields, and as his disciples walked along, they 

began to pick some heads of grain. The Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they doing what is 

unlawful on the Sabbath?” He answered, “Have you never read what David did when he and his 

companions were hungry and in need? In the days of Abiathar, the high priest, he entered the house 

of God [Tabernacle] and ate the consecrated bread, [Table of Showbread], which is lawful only 

for priests to eat. And he also gave some to his companions.” Then he said to them, “The Sabbath 

was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. So, the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.”  

Another time he went into the synagogue, and a man with a shriveled hand was there. Some of 

them were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would 

heal him on the Sabbath. Jesus said to the man with the shriveled hand, “Stand up in front of 

everyone.” Then Jesus asked them, “Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to 

save life or to kill?” But they remained silent. He looked around at them in anger and, deeply 

distressed at their stubborn hearts, said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, 

and his hand was completely restored.”  Mark 2:23-3-6 

 

Jesus heals a man with dropsy (an illness causing the whole body to swell) on the Sabbath.  

 

➢ “One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being carefully 

watched. There in front of him was a man suffering from dropsy. Jesus asked the Pharisees and 

experts in the law, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?” But they remained silent. So, taking 

hold of the man, he healed him and sent him away. Then he asked them, “If one of you has a son 

or an ox that falls into a well on the Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull him out?” And 

they had nothing to say.” Luke 14:1–6  

 

Following, Jesus healed a woman who was crippled (for 18 years) by a demonic spirit whom Jesus 

had healed on the Sabbath.  

 

➢ “Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue ruler said to the people, “There 

are six days for work. So, come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath.” The Lord 

answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or donkey from 

the stall and lead it out to give it water? Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom 

Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?” 

When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were delighted with all the 

wonderful things he was doing.” Luke 13:10–17 
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“Salvation- a ‘Sabbath Rest’ for God’s People” 

 
Salvation is a “Sabbath Rest” for the people of God.  

 

God provided a “means” to deliver (“save”) His people from danger or suffering. 

 

After the Exodus, the Nation of Israel made it to the border of the Promised Land. Moses sends out twelve 

spies to scout out the Land (Israel. The twelve spies returned and reported that the Land was filled with 

milk and honey, but there were giants in the Land. Two of the twelve spies, Joshua, and Caleb, believed 

they could take the land promised them by divine covenant with God. However, the other ten spies did 

not believe they could take the Land. They said that they were like grasshoppers in comparison to the 

giants. The “unbelievers” spread a bad report about the Land and caused the Israelites to grumble and 

complain. So, God sent venomous snakes to punish them. However, God instructs Moses to put a 

bronze snake on a pole. Anyone who looked at the snake would be “saved” and not die.  

  

 
 

• “They [The Jewish Nation] traveled…to go around Edom. But the people grew impatient on the 

way; they spoke against God and against Moses and said, “Why have you brought us up out of 

Egypt to die in the desert? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable 

food!” Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people, and many Israelites 

died. The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke against the LORD and 

against you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away from us.” So, Moses prayed for the 

people. The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can 

look at it and live.” So, Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone 

was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, he lived.” Numbers 21:4–9 

 

In the book of Genesis, you’ll recall that after the “Fall” of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, God 

curses SATAN-the serpent (snake). God also promises a “Redeemer” who will come to restore MAN and 

crush the “serpent’s” head.  
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Jesus is the “Tree of Life.” Following Jesus, “The Redeemer” refers to a bronze snake that Moses hung 

on a pole. He says that if you believe in faith, you will not die but have everlasting life. You will be 

“saved.” 

 

➢ Jesus said; “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.”  

“How can a man be born when he is old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely, he cannot enter a second 

time into his mother’s womb to be born!” Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter 

the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the 

Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 

The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from 

or where it is going. So, it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” “How can this be?” Nicodemus 

asked. “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? I tell you 

the truth, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still, you people 

do not accept our testimony. I have spoken to you of earthly things, and you do not believe; how 

then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? No one has ever gone into heaven except the 

one who came from heaven—the Son of Man…Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so 

the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. “For 

God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 

perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world 

but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does 

not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and 

only Son.” John 3:1–21  
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The “Way of Cain”  

 

Earlier, we examined the story of Cain and Abel, Adam and Eve’s children.  

❖ Abel came to God with a “blood sacrifice,” which was God’s way, and God accepted it. Abel was 

“righteous.”   

❖ However, his brother, Cain, came to God without a blood sacrifice, and God rejected it. Cain was 

“unrighteous.”  

 

Today, MANY profess “The Way of Cain”-the “Different Ways” a person can come to God.  

 

However, Biblically speaking, they are ignorant.  

 

Their “Different Ways” to God only lead to one place-HELL.  

 

There’s ONLY ONE way to God, and that’s through the BLOOD of Jesus Christ.  

 

Here’s what Jude says.  

• “I want to remind you that the Lord delivered his people out of Egypt but later destroyed those 

who did not believe. And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned 

their own home—these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the 

great Day. In a similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding towns gave themselves up 

to sexual immorality and perversion. They serve as an example of those who suffer the punishment 

of eternal fire. In the very same way, these dreamers pollute their own bodies, reject authority, and 

slander celestial beings. But even the archangel Michael, when he was disputing with the devil 

about the body of Moses, did not dare to bring a slanderous accusation against him but said, “The 

Lord rebuke you!” Yet these men speak abusively against whatever they do not understand, and 

what things they do understand by instinct, like unreasoning animals—these are the very things 

that destroy them. Woe to them! They have taken the way of Cain.” Jude 5–1 
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The Time is 11:59 P.M. in Egypt, but Midnight Is Coming 

 

In the next section, we will look at the Feast of Passover. However, you will recall that just before the 

Death Angel came, Moses told each Jewish family to take the blood of a “spotless” lamb and sprinkle it 

on the doorposts of each Jewish home. Therefore, when the Death Angel came, He would “PASS Over” 

the Jewish homes with the blood on their doorposts. 

 

For illustrative purposes, let’s say the time is 11:59 P.M. in Egypt.  

 

The entire Hebrew Nation is still under bondage and captivity.  

 

There are still slaves to the Egyptian Pharaoh. But then the Death Angel came at “Midnight.”  

 

• “At midnight, the LORD killed the first-born son of every Egyptian family, from the son of the 

king to the son of every prisoner in jail. He also killed the first-born male of every animal that 

belonged to the Egyptians.” Exodus 12:29 

 

The “Moment” the “Death Angel” came, the Jews were NO longer enslaved.  

 

They were no longer under the hand of an evil and cruel taskmaster.  

 

The entire Jewish Nation had become FREE! 

 

The Time is 11:59 P.M. in Philippi, but Midnight is Coming 

 
Now, let’s say that the time is 11:59 P.M. in Philippi. Paul and Silas are in jail. They are prisoners and 

captives to their jailers. But then a violent earthquake came at “Midnight.”  

 

The “Moment” the violent earthquake occurred, Paul and Silas were NO longer enslaved people.  

 

They were no longer under the hand of an evil and cruel taskmaster.  

 

They had become FREE!  

 

The “Moment” they believed the Gospel of Jesus Christ, they become FREE-too!  

 

And that’s also what happened to the jailer and his entire family.  

 

Paul and Silas share the Gospel with their jailer, and he and his family are saved.  

   

• After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the jailer was commanded 

to guard them carefully... About midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to 

God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake 

that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once, all the prison doors flew open, and 

everybody’s chains came loose. The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he 

drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. But 

Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!” The jailer called for lights, rushed in, and 

fell trembling before Paul and Silas. He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do 
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to be saved?”  They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and 

your household.” Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. 

At that hour of the night, the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then, immediately, he 

and all his family were baptized. The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before 

them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole family. 

Acts 16:16–34 

 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the POWER OF GOD unto Salvation.  

 

➢ “I am not ashamed of the gospel because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who 

believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. For in the gospel, a righteousness from God is 

revealed, a righteousness that is by faith.” Romans 1:16–17 

 

There is ONLY ONE person who can offer Salvation-Jesus Christ.  

 

➢ Jesus said, “Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. For you 

granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given 

him. Now, this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 

you have sent.” John 17:1–4   

 

It doesn’t matter who you are or what you’ve done. ONLY those who “Believe” The Gospel will 

enter Heaven. 

 

➢ “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go 

and work today in the vineyard.’ “‘I will not,’ he answered, but later, he changed his mind and 

went. “Then, the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ 

but he did not go. “Which of the two did what his father wanted?” “The first,” they answered. 

Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the 

kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and 

you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, 

you did not repent and believe him.” Matthew 21:28–32 

 

Peter explains Salvation as he references Isaiah. 

 

• “Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people…It is 

by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from 

the dead, that this man stands before you healed. He is “‘the stone you builders rejected, which 

has become the capstone.’ Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name 

under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:1–22 

 

The Angels in Heaven rejoice over one lost sinner who repents.  

 

➢ Jesus said, “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave 

the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? And when he finds 

it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors 

together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ I tell you that in the same way, 

there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 

righteous persons who do not need to repent.” Luke 15:1–32 
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Prophesying in Jesus’ name, driving out demons in Jesus' name, and performing miracles in Jesus' 

name does not mean that a person knows Jesus or is going to Heaven.  

 

➢ Jesus said, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 

only he who does the will of my Father, who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, 

Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name, drive out demons and perform many 

miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers.” 

Matthew 7:21-23  

 

Even doubting Thomas believed.  

 

➢ “A week later, his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors 

were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to 

Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop 

doubting and believe.” Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” Then Jesus told him, 

“Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 

believed.” John 20:24–30 

 

Currently, believers and unbelievers co-exist on earth. But one day, the “harvest” (End of the Age) will 

come. Unbelievers (weeds) will be “burned” and go to Hell. Believers (wheat) will be gathered to God’s 

“barn”-Heaven. 

 

➢ “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. But while everyone was 

sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. When the wheat 

sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. “The owner’s servants came to him 

and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did the weeds come from?’ 

“‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. “The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them 

up?’ “‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat 

with them. Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time, I will tell the harvesters: First, 

collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my 

barn…Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, 

“Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.” He answered, “The one who sowed the good 

seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the 

kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The 

harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. “As the weeds are pulled up and burned 

in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they 

will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. They will throw 

them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the 

righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.” 

Matthew 13:24–43  

 

ALL are born clothed in “unrighteousness,” like filthy (menstrual) rags. But “God’s righteousness is made 

available to us by the blood of Jesus Christ. When we believe the Gospel, we exchange filthy clothes for 

“wedding clothes”-white and spotless. ONLY those clothed in wedding clothes can live in Heaven. 

 

➢ “Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who 

prepared a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the 

banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come. “Then he sent some more servants and 

said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened 
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cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’ “But they 

paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. The rest seized his 

servants, mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed 

those murderers and burned their city. “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is 

ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. Go to the street corners and invite to the banquet 

anyone you find.’ So, the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could 

find, both good and bad, and the wedding hall was filled with guests. “But when the king came 

in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. ‘Friend,’ he 

asked, ‘how did you get in here without wedding clothes?’ The man was speechless. “Then the 

king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” Matthew 22:1–14 

 

In the book of Revelation, the “Tree of Life” is mentioned in the context of Heaven and Hell. ONLY those 

who know Jesus and have “His Righteousness” (that comes by faith) can “eat” and have eternal life. Those 

who don’t know Jesus are destined for eternal hell.  

 

• “Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may 

go through the gates into the city. Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually 

immoral, the murderers, the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.” Revelation 

22:14-15  

 

God gave the Jewish people Abraham and ALL the prophets, but they didn’t believe them. 

 

➢ Jesus said, “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury 

every day. At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores and longing to eat 

what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. “The time came 

when the beggar died, and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and 

was buried. In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with 

Lazarus by his side. So, he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to 

dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue because I am in agony in this fire.’ “But 

Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while 

Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. And besides all 

this, between us and you, a great chasm has been fixed so that those who want to go from here to 

you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’ “He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, 

send Lazarus to my father’s house, for I have five brothers. Let him warn them so that they will 

not also come to this place of torment.’ “Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; 

let them listen to them.’ “‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to 

them, they will repent.’ “He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they 

will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’” Luke 16:19-31 

 

ONLY God can “Save” ANYONE. But we must preach the Gospel to EVERYONE. 

 

• “Then [King] Agrippa said to Paul, “You have permission to speak for yourself… “The Jews all know 

the way I have lived ever since I was a child, from the beginning of my life in my own country, and 

also in Jerusalem…I lived as a Pharisee… “I, too, was convinced that I ought to do all that was 

possible to oppose the name of Jesus of Nazareth. And that is just what I did in Jerusalem…I put 

many of the saints in prison, and when they were put to death, I cast my vote against them. Many a 

time, I went from one synagogue to another to have them punished…I even went to foreign cities to 
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persecute them. “On one of these journeys, I was going to Damascus with the authority and 

commission of the chief priests. About noon, O king, as I was on the road, I saw a light from heaven, 

brighter than the sun, blazing around me and my companions. We all fell to the ground, and I heard 

a voice saying to me in Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It is hard for you to kick 

against the goads.’ “Then I asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’  ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ 

the Lord replied. ‘Now get up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a 

servant and as a witness of what you have seen of me and what I will show you. I will rescue you 

from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them to open their eyes and 

turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive 

forgiveness of sins…I preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance 

by their deeds…Then Agrippa said to Paul, “Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade 

me to be a Christian?”  Paul replied, “Short time or long—I pray God that not only you but all who 

are listening to me today may become what I am, except for these chains.” Acts 26:1–32 

 

Jesus performed many other miracles that were NOT recorded in God’s Word. But many of His miracles 

were recorded so that we would believe.  

• “Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in 

this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 

that by believing you may have life in his name.” John 20:31 

 

The “door” to Heaven is still wide open. Salvation is always available 24/7. Today is the “Day of 

Salvation.” For now, there is still time to enter His eternal rest. However, one day, the Gates of Heaven 

will be closed.  

 

➢ “Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem. 

someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?” He said to them, “Make 

every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will 

not be able to. Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside, 

knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’ “But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or 

where you come from.’ “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our 

streets.’ “But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you 

evildoers!’ “There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac, 

and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. People will 

come from east and west and north and south and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom 

of God. Indeed, there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last.” Luke 

13:22–30  
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The Doors of the “Promised Land”-Heaven, are Still Open  

 

To understand the term “Heaven,” we must know there are “Three” 

Heavens.  

1. An Atmospheric Heaven 

2. A Stellar Heaven  

3. God’s Home    

  

The Apostle tells us about the “Third Heaven”-God’s Home.  

 

• “I know a man in Christ who, fourteen years ago, was caught up 

to the third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the body, 

I do not know—God knows. And I know that this man—whether 

in the body or apart from the body I do not know, but God 

knows— was caught up to paradise.” 2 Corinthians 12:2–4  

 

“The Third Heaven” (God’s Home) is where the “The Spirit” of a 

believer goes after they have died. And because there is a “Third 

Heaven,” there are two other “heavens” as well.  

❖ The sun, moon, and stars are the “Second”- Stellar Heaven.”  

❖ The “air and sky,” 20 miles up to the “edge” of space, is the “First”- Atmospheric Heaven.  

 

➢ Interestingly, in Hebrew, the word for “Eden” (“Garden of Eden”) is the same word for 

“Heaven.”  

 

So, when God said, He’ll create a “New Heaven.” Is it a “New (Eden) Heaven” or a “New (Third) 

Heaven?” Maybe, it’s both.  

 

➢ Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate but climbs 

in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of 

his sheep. The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his 

own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead 

of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. But they will never follow a 

stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 

Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand what he was telling them. Therefore, 

Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. All who ever came before me 

were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate; whoever enters 

through me will be saved. He will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to 

steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life and have it to the full.”  John 10:1-

10 
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“TODAY” is the Day of Salvation  
 

ANY Jew (or Gentile) who believes in the Gospel of Jesus Christ can enter God’s rest.  

 

There is rest from the efforts of the “works” of “The Law.”  

 

Any Jew (or Gentile) can also have “eternal rest” with God in Heaven.  

 

But who will tell the Jewish people (or Gentiles) about their Messiah?  

 

As a Jew and Hebrew Christian, my ministry is to the Gentiles.  

 

The Abrahamic Covenant, which is still in effect, states that the Jews will be a blessing to the Nations 

(Gentiles).  

 

In turn, the Gentiles are to be a blessing to the Jews.  

 

One of the greatest blessings you can have as a Gentile is to befriend a Jewish person and bless them.  

 

“Blessing” is both a proclaimed (vocal) blessing and a provided (meeting needs) blessing.  

 

If you are a blessing, God may give you an opportunity to have a spiritual discussion with your Jewish 

friends at the appropriate time. 

 

Remember that only some Jews (a remnant) will believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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L’chaim, “To LIFE” 

 

In “Western Cultures,” to celebrate a special occasion or 

special person, someone in the group will raise their 

glass of wine (or other drink) and give a “toast.” This toast 

is meant to “honor” the occasion or person. 

Afterward, it’s common for everyone to raise their 

glasses in “honor” and to also “tap each other glasses” 

before drinking. In the “Jewish Culture,” a similar 

“toast” is given. It is followed by the term “L’chaim,” 

which many in the group will repeat just before drinking. The word “L’chaim” means “To Life.”  

 

“L’chaim,” to LIFE in Jesus Christ 

  

Let’s begin by reviewing key points about the “Garden of Eden.”  God created “man” (Adam) and placed 

him in the “Garden.” In the “Garden Eden,” there were all kinds of trees. In the “Middle of the Garden,” 

God placed the “Tree of Life” and the “Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.”  

 

God told Adam that he could eat from ANY tree in the “Garden” except the “Tree of the Knowledge of 

Good and Evil.” Then God created a “helpmate” for Adam- “Eve.” Satan, the serpent, deceived Eve, and 

she ate from the “forbidden fruit” and gave Adam some to eat.  

 

This is “The Fall” or “Original Sin.”  

 

So, when they ate, they realized they were naked and felt guilt and shame.  

 

Then they made a “covering” for themselves from the “leaves” of an unknown tree species.  

 

Afterward, God curses the “serpent” and Eve and Adam. And part of the curse was “sickness,” “pain,” 

“tears,” and death. From this point forward, every person who is born will be cursed.  

 

God casts Adam and Even out of the “Garden.”  

 

God also places Cherubim (Angels) and a “Flaming Sword” on the “East Side” of the Garden to guard it.  

 

The Cherubim and Flaming Sword would prevent anyone from ever entering the “Garden” again and 

partaking of the Tree of Life- (which is the source of Eternal Life).  

 

God would send the Messiah to redeem “Fallen Man” and to give “LIFE”- LIFE with Him in the present 

and LIFE with Him eternally.  

 

The totality of Scripture indicates that Jesus Christ is, in fact, the “Tree of Life”-the source of eternal life.  

 

However, this “LIFE” is ONLY obtained by believing in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
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“TRUE REST” for the People of God 
 

Jesus is the ONLY One who can provide TRUE “Rest.” 

  

➢ Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my 

yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 

your souls.” Matthew 11:28–30 
 

• “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved, it is the power of God…God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to 

save those who believe.” 1 Corinthians 1:18–2:5 
 

➢ Jesus said, “When a man believes in me, he does not believe in me only, but in the one who sent 

me. When he looks at me, he sees the one who sent me.”  John 12:44–46 

 

The writer of Hebrews says that a “Sabbath Rest” is still available for the people of God. 

• Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be careful that none of you be 

found to have fallen short of it. For we also have had the gospel preached to us, just as they did; but 

the message they heard was of no value to them because those who heard did not combine it with 

faith. Now we who have believed enter that rest, just as God has said, “So I declared on oath in my 

anger, ‘They shall never enter my rest.’” And yet his work has been finished since the creation of 

the world. For somewhere, he has spoken about the seventh day in these words: “And on the seventh 

day God rested from all his work.” And again, in the passage above, he says, “They shall never 

enter my rest.” It still remains that some will enter that rest, and those who formerly had the gospel 

preached to them did not go in because of their disobedience. Therefore God again set a certain 

day, calling it Today, when a long time later, he spoke through David, as was said before: “Today, 

if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.” For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not 

have spoken later about another day. There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; for 

anyone who enters God’s rest also rests from his own work, just as God did from his. Let us, 

therefore, make every effort to enter that rest so that no one will fall by following their example of 

disobedience. For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 

penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints, and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes 

of the heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid 

bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. Therefore, since we have a great high 

priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we 

profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we 

have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. Let us then 

approach the throne of grace with confidence so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help 

us in our time of need. 

 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is not a free ticket from the trials and tribulations of this world.  

 

Instead, the Gospel promises that your sins—past, present, and future—are removed from the eyes of God, 

even as far as the east is from the west.  

 

The Gospel promises a personal relationship with God and eternal, everlasting life.  
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The Gospel promises that one day in Heaven, those who know Him will have a new body—there will be 

no more death, sickness, and pain.  

 

Therefore, believing in the “Gospel of Jesus Christ” for the “First Time” is necessary for Salvation.  

 

In conclusion, “TRUE REST” is only found in a relationship with God through His Son, Jesus Christ.  

 

Believers 

Become 

“Believers” 

By BELIEVING 

In the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

 

 

“I have been giving much thought to what kind of gift would be appropriate for me to give you at this time. 

I think the gift that would have a greater value than anything I could buy you would be to let you know about 

my faith—the faith that you have been persistent in sharing with me. I would like to acknowledge that the 

trip to Dallas last October was very powerful, and it made an impression on me that is still vivid. I was 

moved by the fellowship and compassion and the quality of people to whom I was introduced and the manner 

in which they expressed their personal commitments in their lives. You were able to help me put things in 

perspective and to clarify my thinking. I would enjoy your participation in the celebration of my spiritual 

acceptance.”  

-Alan Attar- 
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Is the “Note” Real, or is It a Fake? 

 

 
Did you know? 

 

A United States Treasury Agent goes through an extensive training program when hired. 

 

One training phase is learning to detect a counterfeit “currency note.” 

 

The agent begins the process by touching an “authentic” note.  

Hour after hour, day after day, they:  

✓ Hold the “note.” 

✓ Feel the “note.”  

✓ Smell the “note.”  

✓ Taste the “note.” 

✓ Crumble the “note.”   

✓ Tear the “note.”   

✓ Burn the “note.”  

✓ Look at the “note” under a microscope. 

3. ETC 

 

Then they repeat the process over and over again. 

 

Interestingly, the only “notes” they study are genuine currency.  

 

The new Agent is never given a counterfeit note during the training process. 

 

The process is tedious but is the ONLY way a new Agent will learn to spot a counterfeit “note.” 
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Studying the Real Gospel  

 

In the same way, the only way a believer of Jesus Christ can detect the counterfeit gospels is by studying 

and knowing the real Gospel. In a sense, you are a “Gospel Agent” in training. This training is necessary 

as false gospels have crept into “churches,” “resources,” and “personalities” who exploit the TRUTH for 

their ungodly objectives. Thankfully, once you know the genuine Gospel of Jesus Christ, you can spot the 

counterfeit gospels.  

 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is about believing and is the good news of the New Covenant.  

1. Jesus Christ was crucified on the cross as a sin substitute, and His blood was spilled to cover 

and forgive all past, present, and future sins.  

2. Jesus died and was buried that same day.  

3. Three days later, the gravestone that sealed Jesus’s body was miraculously rolled away, and Jesus 

Christ was resurrected.  

4. Jesus Christ gives us His LIFE through the indwelling, Precious Holy Spirit.  
 

As you read the following unedited passages, look for the elements of the Gospel. Also, take the time to 

think about what you just read.  

 

• “I am not ashamed of the gospel because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who 

believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. For in the gospel, a righteousness from God is 

revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will 

live by faith.” Romans 1:16 

 

• “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone 

who believes in him may have eternal life. “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 

only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send 

his Son into the world to condemn the world but to save the world through him. Whoever believes 

in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has 

not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.” John 3:16 

 

• “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. Whoever believes and is baptized 

will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” Mark 16:14-16 

 

• “For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according 

to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the 

Scriptures…Crist has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 

asleep. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 

For as in Adam all die, so in Christ, all will be made alive.” 1 Corinthians 15:1-28 

 

• “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you 

followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at 

work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the 

cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were, by 

nature, objects of wrath. But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us 

alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.” 

Ephesians 2:8-9 
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• “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me… Anyone 

who has seen me has seen the Father…Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father 

is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves.” John 14:1-14 
 

• “Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and 

all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. These 

men are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! No, this is what was spoken by 

the prophet Joel: “‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and 

daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. Even 

on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will 

prophesy. I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire 

and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming 

of the great and glorious day of the Lord. And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 

saved…men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by 

miracles, wonders, and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 

This man was handed over to you by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help 

of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. But God raised him from the dead, 

freeing him from the agony of death because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on 

him…Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both 

Lord and Christ.” When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the 

other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of 

you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of 

the Holy Spirit.” Acts 2:1-41 

 

• “This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ 

has come in the flesh is from God, but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from 

God...This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood. Dear friends, let us 

love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows 

God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God showed 

his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 

This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for 

our sins…If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him, and he in God.”1 

John 4:9-10 

 

• “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about 

me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms.” Then he opened their minds so they could 

understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise 

from the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name 

to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” Luke 24:36-49 

 

• “Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, "This is what is 

written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and 

forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem… You see, at 

just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will 

anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man, someone might possibly dare to die. But 

God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

Romans 5:6-11 
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• “Some men came carrying a paralytic on a mat and tried to take him into the house to lay him before 

Jesus. When they could not find a way to do this because of the crowd, they went up on the roof 

and lowered him on his mat through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus. 

When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven…I tell you, get up, take your 

mat and go home.” Immediately he stood up in front of them, took what he had been lying on, and 

went home praising God.” Luke 5:17-26 

 

• “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. I told you 

that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am the one I claim to be, you will indeed 

die in your sins…When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am the one I 

claim to be.”  John 8:19-30 

 
• “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father 

doing because whatever the Father does, the Son also does. For the Father loves the Son and shows 

him all he does. Yes, to your amazement, he will show him even greater things than these. For just 

as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased 

to give it…I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal 

life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life…for a time is coming when 

all who are in their graves will hear his voice and come out—those who have done good will rise 

to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned…You diligently study the 

Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that 

testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life…Your accuser is Moses, on whom your 

hopes are set. If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. But since you 

do not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say?” John 5:16-47 

 

• “This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we 

might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son 

as an atoning sacrifice for our sins…We know that we live in him and he in us because he has given 

us of his Spirit…If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in 

God.” 1 John 4:7-21 

 
• “For Christ’s love compels us because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 

And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died 

for them and was raised again…Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has 

gone, the new has come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and 

gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 

counting men’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation…We 

implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for 

us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” 2 Corinthians 5:1-20 

 

• “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord…For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for 

the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, 

through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison who disobeyed long ago when God 

waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it, only a few people, eight in 

all, were saved through water, and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the 

removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, 

authorities, and powers in submission to him.” 1 Peter 3:15-21 
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• “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms 

with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be 

holy and blameless in his sight. In love, he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus 

Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will…In him, we have redemption through his blood, 

the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us with all 

wisdom and understanding…In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the 

plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will…having believed, 

you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our 

inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession…I pray also that the eyes of 

your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the 

riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who 

believe.” Ephesians 1:3-21 

 
• “What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! Don’t you 

know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one 

whom you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads 

to righteousness? But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly 

obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted. You have been set free from sin and have 

become slaves to righteousness…When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of 

righteousness. What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? 

Those things result in death! But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves 

to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. For the wages of sin is 

death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 6:15-23 

 

• “Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved. For I 

can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge. Since 

they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they 

did not submit to God’s righteousness. Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness 

for everyone who believes.” Romans 10:1-17 
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  What is the Ideogramic Meaning of an Eight-Sided Red Sign?  

 
 

You’ve read many verses and Biblical “insights” which speak to the “New Covenant” and the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ. Now consider the following.  

 

▪ “Nowhere in the New Testament will you find that salvation is about ‘accepting’ Jesus. Nowhere 

are you called to ‘accept Jesus.’ Nowhere in the New Testament will you find that salvation is 

about ‘asking Jesus into your heart.’ Nowhere in the New Testament are you told to ‘ask Jesus 

into your heart.’ Nowhere, nowhere, nowhere. It’s not there! What you are told again and again 

and again is to repent and believe.” -Voddie Baucham- 

 

▪ “Christian pastors, leaders, teachers, preachers, evangelists, etc., do a great disservice to the 

Kingdom of God by presenting the Gospel of Jesus Christ as a ‘deal to be closed.’”  

 

▪ I do not preach decisions; I preach regeneration.” -Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones- 

 

▪ “Do not go where it is all fine music and grand talk and beautiful architecture…Go where the 

Gospel is preached…and go often.” -Spurgeon- 

 

▪ “Giving someone Jew or Gentile a ‘New Testament’ is ridiculous. The New Testament cannot be 

understood without understanding the Old Testament, which incorporates 2/3rd of the Bible. The 

New Testament also references the Old Testament 1/3rd of the time. Therefore, only present a 

‘complete’ Bible. Please get in touch with me when your Jewish friend is ready to read the Bible, 

and I’ll send you a Gene Getz Study Bible to present to them.” -Michael Attar- 

 

Now you also know what not to do and why! 
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Counting the Cost of Believing   

 

A spirit of unbelief is common, especially among Jewish people. The Jewish people’s spirit of unbelief 

started after Moses sent twelve spies to scout out the Promised Land. Ten spies returned and gave a 

negative report saying Israel could not possess the Land. Only Joshua and Caleb “Believed.” Therefore, 

the Nation of Israel who came out of Egypt during the “Exodus” died in the desert-except for Joshua and 

Caleb.  

 

Consider the following, which can also apply to your Gentile friends.  

 

Ask God to Give You Jewish friends.  

▪ Love, bless, and serve your Jewish friends.  

▪ Wait on God to put “situations” that cause your Jewish and Gentile friends to seek God out or 

question His existence and purposes. However, nothing you say will convince any Jewish person 

to believe in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. God’s Word and His Holy Spirit “ALONE” can reach 

their hearts.  

▪ Do “Life” together. Invite yourself to share in their activities, i.e., Synagogue, a celebration of the 

Feasts, special occasions such as graduations, Bar or Bat Mitzvah, weddings, funerals, etc. 

 

Know God’s Word.  

It is helpful to know God’s Word concerning the following.  

 

▪ The 8th Covenant, “New Covenant,” replaced the 5th, “Old Covenant.” This truth is the foundation 

for understanding the Bible and why the Messiah came to earth for the first time. It is also the 

central message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

▪ “God’s Seven Feasts” contain “pictures” of what Jesus did and will do. The first four Feasts 

provide an understanding of Jesus’ death, burial, resurrection, and the sending of the Holy Spirit 

(The Gospel). The final three Feasts offer an understanding of the future.  

▪ The book of Daniel contains the theological bedrock for understanding “Past Events” which were 

fulfilled and “Future Events” to come. The 9th chapter is the most important prophecy in the Bible 

and reveals what God has in store for Israel, His people, Jerusalem, and the Jewish Messiah.  

 

Walk in God’s Economy.  

We owe the Jewish people a debt of gratitude for authoring God’s Word. Of the 66 books in the Bible, 64 

were written by Jewish authors. We also “owe our salvation” to Jesus, the Jewish Rabbi and Messiah, who 

said, “Salvation is of the Jews” (John 4:22). Therefore, we owe our Jewish and Gentile friends an 

explanation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The Apostle Paul (a Hebrew Christian) and author of most of 

the New Testament said,  

• “I am not ashamed of the gospel because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone 

who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.”  

 

In addition, we owe the Jewish People a debt of gratitude for many “things” we have and enjoy, which 

originated from the “minds” of Jewish inventors, artists, scientists, musicians, philanthropists, and 

businesspeople.  

 

We must also remember the truths of the Abrahamic Covenant and God’s Economy.  
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Gentiles are to: 

✓ Confer God’s favor and protection out loud or in your heart to the Jews.  

✓ Provide or contribute an advantage, benefit, or help to the Jews.  

✓ Conversely, do not curse the Jews. 

 

Let Jewish Friends Know You LOVE Israel, and the Jewish People Gentile Christians are a “force” 

that helped in the establishment of Israel and the ongoing support of Israel. Israel would not have been 

formed had it not been for the prayers and support of Gentile Christians. Nor would Israel be the economic 

powerhouse that Israel is today without the support of Gentile Christians who come to Israel each year to 

tour, explore, and vacation.  

  

In an article in the Jerusalem Post dated 12/24/2019, the Prime Minister of Israel, Benjamin Netanyahu, 

said the following.  

 

“We are proud of our Christian friends. The State of Israel would not have come into 

being if it weren’t for the avid support of Christians in the 19th century, in the 20th 

century, as well as in the 21 century. He also said that “Israel has no better friends 

around the world than its Christian friends.” 

 

Jewish people CAN NOT deny Gentile Christians love and support Israel and the Jewish people. 

 

However, anti-Semitism has been on the rise and has also become an epidemic. There have been shootings 

and stabbings against Jewish people worldwide, especially in the United States.  

 

The “BDS” (boycott-divest-sanction) movement against Israel and Israeli companies continues to grow. 

Sadly, many students in our institutions of higher learning have joined the movement of anti-Semitism.  

 

Therefore, the Jewish people need to know that Gentile Christians stand with them and Israel!  

 

Being relational with Jewish friends is not just about “earning the right” to explain or discuss the “New 

Covenant.” It is loving our Jewish friends for no other reason than they are God’s chosen people.  

 

Have a Mindset of Blessing and Intentionality.  

A good starting point for Gentile Christians, Churches, and Ministries is to support and bless Jewish people 

or organizations in Israel.  

 

I have heard numerous stories from Gentile Christians, Christian Churches, and Ministries who decided 

to put Israel and the Jewish people “First” in their outreach and ministry endeavors.  

 

One Church, in particular, states their “explosive” growth occurred because they put Israel and the Jewish 

people “first.” I’m not saying that “explosive growth” will happen to every Church that follows the same 

“mandate.” What I am saying is that God will do “something” in the hearts of “those” who do the “same.”  

Let Jewish Friends Know That the New Covenant is HERE.  

The Law God gave the Nation of Israel through Moses at Mount Sinai consists of 613 laws. The Jews 

have added hundreds of more rules, too. But no one can keep all the laws, no matter how hard they try. 

Therefore, if you broke even “one law,” you effectively were breaking all the laws.  
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Many Jews still put on Tefillin and place a “Mezuzah” on the upper right-hand corner of their doors. These 

and other Jewish rituals or observances have significant meaning. I am not advocating that Jews should 

stop. I still put on Tefillin sometimes and have two Mezuzahs on my doors. But these rituals don’t produce 

a relationship with God. Most Jewish people don’t know these TRUTHS. They are still carrying the 

“heavyweight” of trying to obey all the laws.  

 

The answer is through the “New Covenant,” God said was coming for His people, the Jews.  

• “The time is coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 

and with the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I 

took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt because they broke my covenant, though I was a 

husband to them…This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel…I will put my Law in 

their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people…For I 

will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 

God sent Jeremiah, the Prophet, to tell His People that an 8th Covenant-the “New Covenant” was coming 

for them. It is an unconditional covenant made between God and the “Northern Kingdom” and the 

“Southern Kingdom” (“ISRAEL”) and is still in effect today.  

 

Let Jewish Friends Know Why a “New Covenant” Was Necessary.  

In the “beginning,” in the Garden of Eden, “Adam” sinned.  

 

And because he sinned, ALL are born into sin.  

 

Therefore, God set up a system for dealing with “ongoing sin,” which He revealed in the “Old Covenant.”  

 

God’s “system” required a blood sacrifice to “cover “sin.  

• “For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for 

yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life. Leviticus 17:11  

 

God gave Moses “specific instructions on constructing a “Tabernacle.” And He required that every time 

a Jewish person sinned, they would have to come with an animal (like a sheep) and sacrifice it. But this 

sacrificial system was never-ending because everyone continued sinning.  

 

In the “Old Covenant,” the Jews also placed God’s Word “externally.”  

➢ On “their” minds. 

➢ On “their” hearts. 

➢ On “their” doors.  

 

Therefore, God had it in mind to replace this “Temporary System” (“Old Covenant”) with a Permanent 

Solution-the “New Covenant.”  

 

In the “New Covenant,” God’s Word through His Holy Spirit is placed “internally.”  

➢ IN your mind and IN your heart.  

 

In the “New Covenant,” the ongoing sacrifice of animals is no longer needed.  
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Instead, God supplied a “Once and For All Sacrifice.”  

 

God’s provision for all sin was His One and Only Son (Jesus Christ), the Spotless Passover Lamb.  

 

The message of the “New Covenant” is that God took “ALL” sin (Past, Present, and Future) and put it 

ALL on Jesus.  

 

But God does have ONE “requirement” to receive complete and total forgiveness of all sin.  

 

“Belief” in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

That’s “Good News!”  

 

Worthy of our efforts to explain to our Jewish and Gentile friends.  

 

Understand Jewish friends Will Be Reached by Gentile Christians, Not Hebrew Christians. 

Most Gentile Christians believe it is up to “Hebrew Christians” to reach out to the Jewish People.  

 

It is incorrect because, for the most part, Jews do NOT like Hebrew Christians.  

 

Most Jews believe Hebrew Christians have defected from the Jewish faith and converted to Christianity. 

But this is not true.  

 

Christianity is the fulfillment of Judaism.  

Therefore, many Jews reject Hebrew Christians because they believe Hebrew Christian’s only motive is 

to proselytize them. But that’s not true either!  

 

My job as a Hebrew Christian is to minister to the Gentiles.  

 

It is the Gentile’s job to minister and to reach out to the Jews.  

 

So, when “Gentile Christians” actively befriend, bless, and love their Jewish friends. Hopefully, that 

“someone” will be YOU! God will do SOMETHING.  

 

Let Your Jewish Friends Know the Gospel of Jesus Christ is For The Jew-First.  

• “For I am not ashamed of the gospel because it is the power of God that brings salvation to 

everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.” Romans 1:16 

I purposefully listed this point last because the “other” things I’ve listed must happen before a Jewish 

person even considers hearing or considering the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is “First” for the Jew, which means the Jews MUST come first in our 

“outreach” ministries. Granted, many Gentiles believe in the Gospel of Jesus Christ after reading a 

“track,” attending a “church service,” and watching or listening to religious programming. Some even 

“believe” after viewing an outreach “testimonial” on YouTube or reading a “faith-filled” Christian book. 

But that seldom happens with the Jews.  

 

For example, every Jewish home in Israel and in the United States (with cable television) receives 

religious programming.  
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How’s that working out?  

 

It’s not!  

 

“Programming” that reaches the Gentiles is not working for the Jews. Jews still regard Christianity as the 

religion of the Gentiles. Therefore, we cannot approach the Jews the same way we approach the Gentiles. 

Many Jews studied the Torah and Jewish writings and attended Hebrew Schools and Synagogues. Many 

Jews know more about the New Testament than you or I. Many have been trained NOT to believe in 

Christianity. Therefore, many have already concluded that Jesus Christ is NOT the Jewish Messiah. So, 

trying to convince a Jewish person otherwise is fruitless.  

 Give 

your Jewish friends plenty of time to study and ask questions at their own pace. They also need time 

to ponder the consequences of believing in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 

It is my firm opinion (based upon personal experience and 40 years of “observation” that Jews will only 

“consider believing” in the Gospel of Jesus Christ after a careful and thorough study of the Bible and 

“counting the cost.”  

 

If they “believe” in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, they most likely will encounter the loss of “Community,” 

“Reputation,” “Family,” “Financial Assistance,” and “Inheritance.”  

 

They need to know and think about this.  

 

It is spiritual suicide to attempt to encourage a Jew to “believe” in the Gospel of Jesus Christ until 

they have come to grips with the possible ramifications of their belief.  

 

Gentile believers do a great disservice to Jewish and Gentile “unbelievers” by turning the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ into a sales presentation with a bonus if you get them to say “yes.”  
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By design, Jewish people are “thinkers.” They need time to think. That’s how I came to my conclusions. 

That’s how (God Willing) your Jewish and Gentile friends will do the same. 

  

Remind Your Jewish Friends About the Jewishness of the Old Testament.  

I am saddened by Christians who say they don’t read the Old Testament because they believe it is “Old.” 

NOT SO!  

 

The Old Testament is not unlike an old pair of shoes or an old car to be discarded and thrown away. 

Instead, it is to be studied and preached in the context of our Risen Lord.  

 

Remember that “light “bounces off an object to create a shadow.  

 

Jesus Christ casts “shadows” throughout the Old Testament, pointing to Himself.  

 

Jewish people will accept their Jewish Bible (Genesis to Malachi).  

 

But someone must explain and show them these Scriptures.  

 

God reveals His plan for redemption and His Son, Jesus Christ.  

 

Considering the following as an example of the Messiah revealed in the Old Testament.  

• “Awake, awake, O Zion, clothe yourself with strength. Put on your garments of splendor, O 

Jerusalem, the holy city. The uncircumcised and defiled will not enter you again. Shake off your 

dust; rise up, sit enthroned, O Jerusalem. Free yourself from the chains on your neck, O captive 

Daughter of Zion. For this is what the LORD says: “You were sold for nothing, and without money, 

you will be redeemed.” For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: “At first, my people went down 

to Egypt to live; lately, Assyria has oppressed them. “And now, what do I have here?” declares the 

LORD. “For my people have been taken away for nothing, and those who rule them mock,” declares 

the LORD. “And all day long, my name is constantly blasphemed. Therefore my people will know 

my name; therefore, in that day, they will know that it is I who foretold it. Yes, it is I.” How beautiful 

on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good 

tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!” Listen! Your watchmen lift 

up their voices; together, they shout for joy. When the LORD returns to Zion, they will see it with 

their own eyes. Burst into songs of joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted 

his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. The LORD will lay bare his holy arm in the sight of all the 

nations, and all the ends of the earth will see the salvation of our God. Depart, depart, go out from 

there! Touch no unclean thing! Come out from it and be pure, you who carry the vessels of the 

LORD. But you will not leave in haste or go in flight; for the LORD will go before you, the God of 

Israel will be your rear guard. See, my servant will act wisely; he will be raised and lifted up and 

highly exalted. Just as there were many who were appalled at him— his appearance was so 

disfigured beyond that of any man and his form marred beyond human likeness— so will he 

sprinkle many nations, and kings will shut their mouths because of him. For what they were not 

told, they will see, and what they have not heard, they will understand. Who has believed our 

message, and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? He grew up before him like a tender 

shoot and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing 

in his appearance that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows 

and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces, he was despised, and we 

esteemed him not. Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him 
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stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was 

crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds, 

we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the 

LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his 

mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he 

did not open his mouth. By oppression and judgment, he was taken away. And who can speak of 

his descendants? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people, 

he was stricken. He was assigned a grave with the wicked and with the rich in his death, though he 

had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and 

cause him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring 

and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. After the suffering of his 

soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his knowledge, my righteous servant will justify 

many, and he will bear their iniquities. Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he 

will divide the spoils with the strong because he poured out his life unto death and was numbered 

with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many and made intercession for the transgressors.” 

Isaiah 52-53 

 

Let Your Jewish Friends Know About the Jewishness of the New Testament.  

In Matthew through Revelation, God continues His purposes for Israel, His people, the Jews, Jerusalem, 

and the Jewish Messiah.  

 

Therefore, it is up to you to read, study and contemplate the Scriptures and to share them with your Jewish 

and Gentile friends.  

 

They need to know that Jews who believe in the Gospel of Jesus Christ have not converted to Christianity. 

Christianity is the “fulfillment” of Judaism.  

 

Finally, let your Jewish friends know that Hebrew Christians are the most “Jewish” people on the 

planet.  
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What it Means to be a Hebrew Christian 

 

I am a Jew and believe Jesus Christ is the Jewish Messiah.  

 

Therefore, I am a Hebrew Christian. 

 

“Hebrew Christian” is the most accurate Biblical term for a Jew who believes in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

I prefer that term versus “Messianic Jew” or “Completed Jew.”  

 

That said, please keep in mind that a Hebrew Christian: 

❖ Is still a “Natural Jew!” They have not left their Jewishness behind!  

❖ Still cherishes the Jewish “articles,” “traditions,” and “culture.”    

❖ Does NOT become “Gentile.”  

❖ Does NOT convert to Christianity! Christianity is the fulfillment of Judaism.  

 

Remember that except for Judas (a Jew but not a believer), ALL of Jesus’s disciples were “Hebrew 

Christians.” The early church began as a Jewish- (Hebrew Christian) Church.  

 

So how was I, a “Natural Jew,” introduced to the Gospel of Jesus Christ?”  

 

To answer that question, let me take you back in time.  

 

Growing up, I attended Hebrew School every afternoon after regular school.  

 

I hated it!  

 

I also had to participate in Synagogue on Saturday, which frustrated me even more.  

 

I went because they handed out chocolate candy bars after the service.  

 

At some point, I left the house on Saturday mornings, pretending to be going to Temple.  

 

Eventually, I stopped going altogether.  

 

All my Jewish friends went to the Jewish Community Center mid-week.  

 

But I stopped going because I did not fit in.  

 

My parents also sent me to a Zionist Camp each summer.  

 

Everyone talked about Aliyah (moving to Israel).  

 

But I didn’t get it! What’s so special about Israel?  

 

I had my Bar Mitzvah when I was thirteen, but it took one year for me to learn the Torah passage.  

 

I hated being Jewish.  
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But after believing in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, everything changed. 

 

For the first time in my life, I read the Bible.  

 

Many of the stories I vaguely remembered in Hebrew School began to make sense.  

 

I discovered that the Old Testament was about the people of God, His people, the Jews, and His Land, 

Israel. Hey, I was born there.  

 

I also discovered that the church of Jesus Christ started as a Jewish congregation and that the New 

Testament was written primarily by Hebrew Christians.  

 

This fascinated me!  

 

I didn’t understand all the Jewish holidays as a boy came to life in rich and vivid detail.  

 

And when I read the New Testament, I discovered it also talked about the Jewish people.  

 

In short, as a Jew, I have left nothing behind. I’ve gained everything.  

But when I believed the Gospel of Jesus Christ, I immediately lost:  

❖ Family Relationships: The “door” was shut in my face. Do not bother coming back; this is not your 

home, and we are not your family anymore.  

❖ Family Assistance: Finances that would have been given for schooling, starting a business, or 

starting a family was denied.  

❖ Jewish Community: I was branded as a “traitor” for betraying the God of the Jews and betraying 

my family. I was forced to figure life out for myself.  

 

However, I gained a “new” family—the Family of God! My first pastor provided me with a place to live, 

encouragement, and a place to serve, thrive, and grow in the Church!  

 

Yes, I had to figure life out on my own, so I relied on my family of faith—Christians.  

 

My pastor also told me NOT to forget about my family.  

 

Instead, he encouraged me to attempt a relationship with them.  

 

In time, they saw the changes God was making in me, which sparked spiritual conversations.  

 

I would also like to point out that it is NOT my job to reach out to the “Natural Jews.”  

 

My ministry is to the Gentiles and Christian Gentiles.  

 

The job of reaching out to the “Natural Jews” is for “Spiritual Jews” (Gentile Christians).  

 

As a “Spiritual Jew,” please remember that: 

 

1. The single most significant evidence of the validity of Scripture and God’s faithfulness is the 

existence of the Jewish people. The Jews are “God’s chosen people. The Jews are here on earth to 
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bring blessings to all the Gentile Nations. Yet, many heathens have attempted to eradicate the 

Jewish people from the face of the earth but to no avail but their own.  

2. No other Nation in history that had been expelled from their Land has ever come back to reclaim 

it. This is because Israel belongs to the Jews. God gave it to them!  

3. Most Jews do not know that the “New Covenant” was prophesied to come for “them.”   

 

Also, remember that your first priority is to:    

1. Love and bless your Jewish friends. Confer and provide blessings to them.  

2. Pray for Israel, the Jewish people, and the peace of Jerusalem.  

3. Be kind to the Jewish people.  

 

God holds up Israel as the “Apple of His Eye.” For it is written that “Those who bless the Jews will be 

blessed, and those that curse the Jews shall be cursed.” Therefore, whatever situation you find yourself 

in, industry, finance, the arts, etc. Surround yourself with Jewish people who can help you. They are 

intelligent, compassionate, kind-hearted people. God may use you to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with 

them.  

 

 
The Jewish people have a low acceptance rate of the Gospel. And that is at it should be.  

 

The Bible is clear that only a tiny remnant of Jewish people will believe.  

 

Since the “beginning,” God has desired that His people, the Jews, would “believe” in the Messiah, Jesus 

Christ. But the Bible also says that “ALL” of Israel will be saved one day.  
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The Apostle Paul’s Heart Concerning His People, the Jews   

 

The Apostle Paul was both a Jew and a Christian (Hebrew Christian).  

 

“Hebrew Christian” refers to a Jewish person who believes in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 

Paul was once known as Saul (an unbelieving Jew who persecuted Christians).  

 

Initially, Paul would be willing to give up his salvation for his people, the Jews.  

• “I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were cursed 

and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, the people of Israel.”  

 

Paul instructs his readers that God chose the Jews for His purposes.  

• “Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the 

temple worship, and the promises. Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human 

ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised.”  

 

Paul reminds us that the “true” children of God are not the Jews. Instead, those who are God’s “true” 

children have obtained a relationship with God through faith.  

• “For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. Nor because they are his descendants are, they 

all Abraham’s children. On the contrary, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” 

In other words, it is not the natural children who are God’s children, but it is the children of the 

promise who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring.”  

 

Paul explains the truth of who God’s children are by reminding them of His promise to Abraham and 

Sarah that they will have a son. Paul reiterates a Scripture that we looked at earlier concerning his LOVE 

for Israel, “Jacob, I loved, but Esau, I hated.”   

• “For this was how the promise was stated: “At the appointed time, I will return, and Sarah will have 

a son.” Not only that, but Rebekah’s children had one and the same father, our father, Isaac. Yet, 

before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad—in order that God’s purpose in election 

might stand: not by works but by him who calls—she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” 

Just as it is written: “Jacob, I loved, but Esau, I hated.”   

 

God’s love, grace, and mercy depend on God’s effort and not on man's effort.  

• “What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom 

I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion. It does not, therefore, depend 

on man’s desire or effort but on God’s mercy. For the Scripture says to Pharaoh: “I raised you up for 

this very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all 

the earth.” Therefore, God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he 

wants to harden. One of you will say to me: “Then why does God still blame us? For who resists his 

will?” But who are you, O man, to talk back to God? “Shall what is formed say to him who formed 

it, ‘Why did you make me like this?’” Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same 

lump of clay, some pottery for noble purposes and some for common use? What if God, choosing to 
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show his wrath and make his power known, bore with great patience the objects of his wrath—

prepared for destruction? What if he did this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of 

his mercy, whom he prepared in advance for glory— even us, whom he also called, not only from the 

Jews but also from the Gentiles? As he says in Hosea: “I will call them ‘my people’ who are not my 

people; and I will call her ‘my loved one’ who is not my loved one,” and, “It will happen that in the 

very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ they will be called ‘sons of the living 

God.’” 

 

Being a Jew doesn’t earn God’s salvation. Instead, “Righteousness” (that leads to salvation” is received 

by faith. The Gentiles understand this truth and receive “salvation.” Whereas only a remnant (few) Jews 

understand this spiritual truth and why only a few Jews have obtained salvation and a right (righteous) 

standing with God.  

• “Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: “Though the number of the Israelites be like the sand by the sea, 

only the remnant will be saved. For the Lord will carry out his sentence on earth with speed and 

finality.” It is just as Isaiah said previously: “Unless the Lord Almighty had left us, descendants, we 

would have become like Sodom, we would have been like Gomorrah.” What, then shall we say? That 

the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith; but 

Israel, who pursued a law of righteousness, has not attained it. Why not? Because they pursued it not 

by faith but as if it were by works. They stumbled over the “stumbling stone.” As it is written: “See, 

I lay in Zion a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall, and the one who 

trusts in him will never be put to shame… 

 

Paul expounds on the truths we just reviewed.  

• “Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved. For I can 

testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge. Since they 

did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not 

submit to God’s righteousness. Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for 

everyone who believes… That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your 

heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe 

and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. As the Scripture says, 

“Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” For there is no difference between Jew and 

Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, for “Everyone who calls 

on the name of the Lord will be saved…” 

 

God gives salvation ONLY to those who have placed their faith in Jesus Christ. And this can only happen 

if a person hears God’s WORD.  

• “But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our 

message?” Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard 

through the word of Christ…at the present time, there is a remnant chosen by grace. And if by 

grace, then it is no longer by works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace. What then? What 

Israel sought so earnestly it did not obtain, but the elect did.”  

 

“Israel” can still receive salvation. Therefore, when you meet a Hebrew Christian, you are seeing one of 

God’s miracles.  
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• “Again, I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all! Rather, because of their 

transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel envious. But if their transgression 

means riches for the world, and their loss means riches for the Gentiles, how much greater riches will 

their fullness bring…Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles 

has come in. And so, all Israel will be saved… “The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn 

godlessness away from Jacob. And this is my covenant with them when I take away their sins.”  

Romans 11:1–36  

 

My Position Regarding The Bible, Israel, the Messiah, and the Jewish People  

 
Jewish authors wrote the Bible (except for “maybe” a few exceptions). The Bible states that God gave the 

“New Covenant” (prophesied by Jeremiah) to Israel and the Jewish people and that the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ is “first” for the Jews.  

 

To the Jews, God gave the “patriarchs” and the “prophets.” The Jews gave the Gentiles the most significant 

gift God’s Word, which they penned as God’s Holy Spirit led them.  

 

God’s “Time Clock,” concerning Bible prophesies, ticks away based upon ONLY One Nation – The 

Nation of Israel.  

 

The Bible also provides extensive historical evidence concerning the Jewish people and the “Land” God 

“promised” to His People - “Israel.”  

 

The Bible contains hundreds of prophecies concerning the “coming” of a Jewish Messiah who would 

come to “redeem” humanity from the effects of Adam’s “Fall.”  

 

Concerning God’s “Eight Covenants,” the Adamic, Noahic, Abrahamic, Land, Davidic, and New 

Covenant are still in effect. God expressly indicated that the Jewish people would bless the world in the 

Abrahamic Covenant. History has verified God’s mandate, as the Jewish people have blessed and enriched 

the lives of the “Gentiles” with their innovative and entrepreneurial contributions in all fields of endeavor. 

Gentiles are, in turn, to bless the Jews.  

 

Our Savior and Jewish Messiah, Jesus Christ, came from an extensive line of Jewish ancestors. In fact, 

“some” in Messiah’s bloodline were Gentiles, who had turned their heart towards the God of the Bible, 

the God of the Jewish people.  

 

After three years of ministry to His people who rejected Him, Jesus Christ was crucified on the cross. 

Thankfully, His death mediated and brought the “New Covenant” God had promised would come for His 

people. No longer are animal sacrifices required for sin, which was the heart of the “Old Covenant.” 

Instead, God placed “ALL” sin on the Passover Lamb, Jesus Christ.  

 

Jesus was taken down from the cross and buried, and then He rose from the dead three days later. After 

spending 40 days with His disciples, proving He had been resurrected, He ascended into Heaven, where 

He “sits” at the “right hand” of His Father. After His ascension, Jesus sent down the Holy Spirit on the 

Jewish Feast, “Pentecost,” and 3,000 Jews were “saved” that day, starting the “Church Age,” which began 

as a Jewish Church.  
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God did NOT replace Israel with the Church (Replacement Theology). Instead, God put “Israel” aside for 

“a time” until the “full measure of the Gentiles comes in.” And “One Day” after the Church has been 

“gathered” to be with Jesus, God will leave 144,000 Hebrew Christians to evangelize those “left behind.” 

And “One Day, ALL of Israel will be saved.”  

 

I love all peoples, people groups, and their respective Countries, and ALL are welcome at my church, 

Bent Tree. I do not selfishly take a position of favoritism towards one people group or one country over 

another. Instead, I choose to “position” myself with what the Bible says.  

However, in the Abrahamic Covenant, God admonishes us: “Those who BLESS the Jews will be 

BLESSED, and those who curse the Jews will be cursed.” Therefore, I choose to “align” with Scripture 

and will do everything to BLESS Israel and the Jewish People.  

 

I applaud all effects to bring peace to the Middle East, especially in Israel. And I support Israel’s right to 

defend Herself from Her enemies. 

 

To that end, I adamantly oppose the BDS Movement, which “boycotts” Israeli products and services, 

forces governments and institutions to “divest” themselves of Israeli “holdings,” and intimidates “them” 

to “sanction” Israel with “tariffs” to cripple Israel’s economy.  

 

I oppose all anti-Semitic verbiage, behavior, and rhetoric against Israel and the Jewish People, again 

rearing its ugly and evil head in the United States and worldwide.  

 

Jesus said, “Salvation is of the Jews,” and I am thankful for salvation, which anyone can receive when 

they “believe” in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This “Free” gift of salvation is God’s greatest gift to all. I am 

thankful that when Gentiles “believe” in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, they are “grafted” into God’s “Olive 

Tree” (Israel). Therefore, they are, in effect, “Spiritual Jews.” And that now Gentile Christians are 

“interconnected” to the Jewish people spiritually.  

 

I believe the Church body has a spiritual obligation to pray for, bless, and love the Jewish people living in 

and around our “community.”  

 

I am committed to actively praying for and supporting “Jewish Missions” locally and in Israel.  

 

I pray that God will give “everyone” in every “Church Body” Jewish friends. And that God will “make a 

way” so that “all” can hear and consider believing in the Gospel of Jesus Christ—the “Good News” of the 

“New Covenant.”   
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Paul’s Heart Should Also Be Our Heart   

 
The following verses are from the book of Romans, chapters 9-11.  

 

• “I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy Spirit— I have 

great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut 

off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, the people of Israel. Theirs is the 

adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship, 

and the promises. Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, 

who is God over all, forever praised! Amen.  

 

• It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. Nor 

because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children. On the contrary, “It is through 

Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” In other words, it is not the natural children who are 

God’s children, but it is the children of the promise who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring. For 

this was how the promise was stated: “At the appointed time I will return, and Sarah will have a 

son.” Not only that, but Rebekah’s children had one and the same father, our father, Isaac. Yet, 

before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad—in order that God’s purpose in 

election might stand: not by works but by him who calls—she was told, “The older will serve the 

younger.” Just as it is written: “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”  

 

• What, then, shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on 

whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” It does not, 

therefore, depend on man’s desire or effort but on God’s mercy. For the Scripture says to Pharaoh: 

“I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name 

might be proclaimed in all the earth.” Therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, 

and he hardens whom he wants to harden.  

 

• One of you will say to me: “Then why does God still blame us? For who resists his will?” But who 

are you, O man, to talk back to God? “Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, ‘Why did 

you make me like this?’” Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same lump of clay, 

some pottery for noble purposes and some for common use? What if God, choosing to show his 

wrath and make his power known, bore with great patience the objects of his wrath—prepared for 

destruction? What if he did this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, 

whom he prepared in advance for glory— even us, whom he also called, not only from the Jews 

but also from the Gentiles? As he says in Hosea: “I will call them ‘my people’ who are not my 

people; and I will call her ‘my loved one’ who is not my loved one,” and, “It will happen that in the 

very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ they will be called ‘sons of the living 

God.’” Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: “Though the number of the Israelites be like the sand by 

the sea, only the remnant will be saved. For the Lord will carry out his sentence on earth with speed 

and finality.” It is just as Isaiah said previously: “Unless the Lord Almighty had left us, descendants, 

we would have become like Sodom, we would have been like Gomorrah.” What, then, shall we 

say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is 

by faith; but Israel, who pursued a law of righteousness, has not attained it. Why not? Because they 

pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works. They stumbled over the “stumbling stone.” As it 

is written: “See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall, 

and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”  
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• Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved. For I can 

testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge. Since 

they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they 

did not submit to God’s righteousness.  

 

• Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes. Moses 

describes in this way the righteousness that is by the law: “The man who does these things will live 

by them.” But the righteousness that is by faith says: “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend 

into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or ‘Who will descend into the deep?’” (that is, to 

bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth 

and in your heart,” that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming: That if you confess with your 

mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 

saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you 

confess and are saved.  

 

• As the Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” For there is no 

difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call 

on him, for “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” How, then, can they call 

on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not 

heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? And how can they preach 

unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”  

 

• But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our 

message?” Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through 

the word of Christ. But I ask: Did they not hear? Of course, they did: “Their voice has gone out into 

all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.” Again I ask: Did Israel not understand? First, 

Moses says, “I will make you envious by those who are not a nation; I will make you angry by a 

nation that has no understanding.” And Isaiah boldly says, “I was found by those who did not seek 

me; I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me.” But concerning Israel, he says, “All day 

long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and obstinate people.”  

 

• I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an Israelite myself, a descendant of 

Abraham from the tribe of Benjamin. God did not reject his people, whom he foreknew. Don’t you 

know what the Scripture says in the passage about Elijah—how he appealed to God against Israel: 

“Lord, they have killed your prophets and torn down your altars; I am the only one left, and they 

are trying to kill me”? And what was God’s answer to him? “I have reserved for myself seven 

thousand who have not bowed the knee to Baal.”  

 

• So too, at the present time, there is a remnant chosen by grace. And if by grace, then it is no longer 

by works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace. What then? What Israel sought so earnestly it 

did not obtain, but the elect did. The others were hardened, as it is written: “God gave them a spirit 

of stupor, eyes so that they could not see and ears so that they could not hear, to this very day.” And 

David says: “May their table become a snare and a trap, a stumbling block and a retribution for 

them. May their eyes be darkened so they cannot see, and their backs be bent forever.” Again I ask: 

Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all! Rather, because of their transgression, 

salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel envious. But if their transgression means riches 

for the world, and their loss means riches for the Gentiles, how much greater riches will their 

fullness bring! I am talking to you, Gentiles.  
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• Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I make much of my ministry in the hope that I may 

somehow arouse my own people to envy and save some of them. For if their rejection is the 

reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? If the part of the 

dough offered as firstfruits is holy, then the whole batch is holy; if the root is holy, so are the 

branches. If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have 

been grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root, do not 

boast over those branches. If you do, consider this: You do not support the root, but the root supports 

you. You will say then, “Branches were broken off so that I could be grafted in.” Granted. But they 

were broken off because of unbelief, and you stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but be afraid. For 

if God did not spare the natural branches, he will not spare you either.  

 

• Consider, therefore, the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but kindness to 

you, provided that you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, you also will be cut off. And if they do 

not persist in unbelief, they will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. After all, if 

you were cut out of an olive tree that is wild by nature and, contrary to nature, were grafted into a 

cultivated olive tree, how much more readily will these, the natural branches, be grafted into their 

own olive tree!  

 

• I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may not be conceited: Israel 

has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in. And so all 

Israel will be saved, as it is written: “The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness 

away from Jacob. And this is my covenant with them when I take away their sins. As far as the 

gospel is concerned, they are enemies on your account; but as far as election is concerned, they are 

loved on account of the patriarchs, for God’s gifts and his call are irrevocable. Just as you who were 

at one time disobedient to God have now received mercy as a result of their disobedience, so they 

too have now become disobedient in order that they too may now receive mercy as a result of God’s 

mercy to you.  

 

• For God has bound all men over to disobedience so that he may have mercy on them all. Oh, the 

depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments and 

his paths beyond tracing out! Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his 

counselor? Who has ever given to God that God should repay him? For from him and through him 

and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.”  

 

Now, let's look at the consequences of unbelief. 
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The Ideogram of Hell-Valley of Hinnom  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

According to God’s Word, everyone who believes in the Gospel of Jesus Christ will spend eternity with 

God. But those who do not “believe” in the Gospel of Jesus Christ will be separated from God in Hell for 

eternity. Interestingly, Gentiles generally will accept the reality that: 

 

➢ Belief in the Gospel of Jesus Christ equals “Heaven,” and Unbelief equals “Hell.” 

 

Interestingly, many Gentiles have no problem believing this truth. But most Jews will.  

 

Therefore, following, I will explain the Biblical reality of “Hell.  

 
One of the most somber Biblical sites is the “Valley of Hinnom” or “Gehenna,” located “outside” of 

Jerusalem. It is the picture of “HELL.” As you can see, “The Valley of Hinnom” or “Gehenna” still looks 

repulsive. It was here that the bodies of dead animals, criminals, and every kind of filth were cast and 

consumed by fire. Also, many hellish things occurred here in the Old Testament, including burning 

sacrifices to foreign gods and sacrificing children.  

• “This is what the LORD says: “Go and buy a clay jar from a potter. Take along some of the elders 

of the people and of the priests and go out to the Valley of Ben Hinnom, near the entrance of the 

Potsherd Gate…For they have forsaken me and made this a place of foreign gods; they have 

burned sacrifices in it to gods that neither they nor their fathers nor the kings of Judah ever knew, 

and they have filled this place with the blood of the innocent. They have built the high places of 

Baal to burn their sons in the fire as offerings to Baal—something I did not command or mention, 

nor did it enter my mind. So, beware, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when people 

will no longer call this place Topheth or the Valley of Ben Hinnom, but the Valley of 

Slaughter.” Jeremiah 19:1–6  

 

In the New Testament, other hellish things took place in Gehenna. The chief priests bought a potter’s field 

with Judas’s 30 pieces of silver, also called the “Field of Blood.” 
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• “It is against the law to put this into the treasury since it is blood money.” So, they decided to use 

the money to buy the potter’s field as a burial place for foreigners. That is why it has been called 

the Field of Blood to this day. Then what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: “They 

took the thirty silver coins, the price set on him by the people of Israel, and they used them to buy 

the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.” Matthew 27:1–10 

 

Let’s look where the “Valley of Hinnom” or “Gehenna” is located. 

 

  
Many things are happening in this picture which we will look at in “Sound the Trumpets in Zion.” To 

review, you can see the outline and formation of the “Shin,” which encompasses the heart of Jerusalem 

(see the black dashes). Within the “Shin” are many important structures and roadways in Jerusalem. For 

example, you can see the location of the Jewish “Temple” relative to the “Kidron Valley” (Red/Green 

arrows).  

 

The road down from the “Kidron Valley” intersects with the roads leading from the “Tyropoen Valley” 

and the “Hinnom Valley.” 

 

At the base of the “Shin” outside of Jerusalem (“Zion”) is the “Valley of Hinnom” or “Gehenna” 

(see the Orange/Black arrow).  

 

In Gehenna, the chief priests bought a potter’s field with Judas’s 30 pieces of silver, also called the “Field 

of Blood.” 

 

• “Early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people came to the decision to put 

Jesus to death. They bound him, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate, the governor. When 

Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with remorse and 

returned the thirty silver coins to the chief priests and the elders. “I have sinned,” he said, “for I 

have betrayed innocent blood.” “What is that to us?” they replied. “That’s your responsibility.”  

So, Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself. The 

chief priests picked up the coins and said, “It is against the law to put this into the treasury since it 
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is blood money.” So, they decided to use the money to buy the potter’s field as a burial place for 

foreigners. That is why it has been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then what was spoken by 

Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: “They took the thirty silver coins, the price set on him by the 

people of Israel, and they used them to buy the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.” 

Matthew 27:1–10 

 

Judas’s body burst open, and his intestines spilled out into Gehenna.  

 

• “With the reward, he got for his wickedness, Judas bought a field; there he fell headlong, his body 

burst open, and all his intestines spilled out. Everyone in Jerusalem heard about this, so they called 

that field in their language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood. “For,” said Peter, “it is written in the 

book of Psalms, “‘May his place be deserted; let there be no one to dwell in it.” Acts 1:18–20 

 

Gehenna was also the location for Leper Colonies, where those with leprosy were condemned to live. 

Leprosy was once thought to be a skin disease, but it is a nervous system disease.  

 

According to Old Testament Law, a dead body is the only thing worse than leprosy. Lepers could not 

come within six feet of another person and had to cry out “unclean, unclean” wherever they walked.  

 

Because of the hideousness of the disease, in the Old and New Testament, leprosy is a “visual” reminder 

of what sin looks like. God hates sin. God has also provided a way to cleanse us of our sins. To become 

“clean” from the filth of sin, we must “believe” God and place our faith in the “Finished Work” of Jesus 

Christ.  

 

Here’s the story of Naaman,” who had leprosy. The prophet Elisha instructs Naaman to wash in the Jordan 

River seven times, but Naaman doesn’t obey. However, Naaman’s servants encourage him to follow 

Elisha’s instructions. This time Naaman obeys and washes seven times in the Jordan River, and he is 

healed from leprosy. Naaman is delighted and says, “Now I know that there is no God in all the world 

except in Israel.”   

 

• “Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram… He was a valiant soldier, but 

he had leprosy…So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door of Elisha’s 

house. Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, “Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and 

your flesh will be restored, and you will be cleansed.” But Naaman went away angry and said, “I 

thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God, 

wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy. Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of 

Damascus, better than any of the waters of Israel? Couldn’t I wash in them and be cleansed?” So, 

he turned and went off in a rage. Naaman’s servants went to him and said, “My father, if the 

prophet had told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, 

when he tells you, ‘Wash and be cleansed’!” So, he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan 

seven times, as the man of God had told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that 

of a young boy. Then Naaman and all his attendants went back to the man of God. He stood before 

him and said, “Now I know that there is no God in all the world except in Israel.” 2 Kings 5:1–

15 

The “Valley of Hinnom” or “Gehenna” is the picture of HELL.  

Hell is a real place.  
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Condemned to Hell  

 
Then he (Jesus) placed his right hand on me (John) and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the 

Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold, I am alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys of 

death and Hades.” Revelation 1:12–18  

 

Jesus proclaims Seven “WOES” against the teachers of the law and the Pharisees. And after the seventh 

“woe,” He condemns them to hell.  

➢ “The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. So, you must obey them and do 

everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach. 

They tie up heavy loads and put them on men’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to 

lift a finger to move them…  

1. “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the kingdom of 

heaven in men’s faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter who are trying 

to.  

2. “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over land and sea 

to win a single convert, and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of hell 

as you are. 

3. “Woe to you, blind guides! You say, ‘If anyone swears by the temple, it means nothing; but if 

anyone swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by his oath.’ You blind fools! Which is 

greater: the gold or the temple that makes the gold sacred? You also say, ‘If anyone swears by 

the altar, it means nothing; but if anyone swears by the gift on it, he is bound by his oath.’ You 

blind men! Which is greater: the gift or the altar that makes the gift sacred? Therefore, he who 

swears by the altar swears by it and by everything on it. And he who swears by the temple 

swears by it and by the one who dwells in it. And he who swears by heaven swears by God’s 

throne and by the one who sits on it.  

4. “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your 

spices—mint, dill, and cummin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the 

law—justice, mercy, and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter without neglecting 

the former. You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel.  

5. “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the 

cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. Blind Pharisee! First, clean 

the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean.  

6. “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed 

tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of dead men’s bones and 

everything unclean. In the same way, on the outside, you appear to people as righteous, but 

on the inside, you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.  

7. “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You build tombs for the 

prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous. And you say, ‘If we had lived in the days of 

our forefathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ 

So, you testify against yourselves that you are the descendants of those who murdered the 

prophets. Fill up, then, the measure of the sin of your forefathers!  

“You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape being condemned to hell? Therefore, I am 

sending you prophets and wise men and teachers. Some of them you will kill and crucify; others you will 

flog in your synagogues and pursue from town to town. And so, upon you will come all the righteous 

blood that has been shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, son of 

Berekiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar.” Matthew 23:1–36 
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Modern translators of the Bible have translated “Gehenna” (which Jesus used) to the word Hell. Everyone 

in Jesus’s day knew about “Gehenna,” so Jesus used “Gehenna” as a visual reference to help them 

understand what the literal Gehenna (Hell) is like. Hell is a real place. 

 

Jesus said;   

➢ “The kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish. 

When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the 

good fish in baskets but threw the bad away. This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels 

will come and separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace, where 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Matthew 13:40–42 

➢ “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One 

who can destroy both soul and body in [Gehenna] hell.” Matthew 10:28  

➢ “It is better for you to enter life with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into the fire of 

[Gehenna] hell.” Matthew 18:9 

➢ “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over land and sea to 

win a single convert, and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of [Gehenna] 

hell as you are.” Matthew 23:15 

➢ “If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life maimed than with two 

hands to go into [Gehenna] hell, where the fire never goes out.” Mark 9:43  

➢ “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be 

condemned.” Mark 16:15–16 

➢ Then he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am 

the Living One; I was dead, and behold, I am alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys of death 

and Hades.” Revelation 1:12–18  

 

The Valley of Hinnom reminds us that all have sinned and fallen short of the Glory of God. All are 

“Unclean.” All deserve “Gehenna.” But a Righteous and Holy God has provided a “way out” through the 

atoning blood sacrifice of His Son, Jesus Christ. Therefore, to receive salvation, the forgiveness of sin, 

and eternity with God in HEAVEN” (not Gehenna or Hell), we must “believe” in the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ.  
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Hell is REAL Place  

 

Following Jesus is talking to His disciples concerning Hell.  

The verses are self-explanatory. 
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A Spiritual Harvest  

 
 

A harvest of Jewish and Gentile souls is ONLY possible after a “sufficient time” of planting, watering, 

and fertilizing.  

 

Today there are souls (mostly Gentiles but some Jews) who are “ready” to be harvested into God’s 

Kingdom. But many won’t be harvested because there are not enough “workers.” I pray you will ask God 

to send you out into His harvest field.  

➢ Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good 

news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had 

compassion on them because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then 

he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the 

harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” 

 

If a soul is harvested and you had the opportunity to witness it, “others” did the planting, watering, and 

fertilizing. So, if you were instrumental in harvesting, you must be prepared to disciple that person. 

“Handing” that person off to someone else is not the Biblical model. You must also be willing to establish 

an ongoing mentoring relationship with the person who came to faith through you. There are times when 

this is not possible. Therefore, you must “hand them off” to a mature, Godly Christian willing to engage 

in a discipling relationship. This includes helping that person find a “Biblical Church Home.” And if 

your Jewish friend says, “NO!” That’s okay. Continue to love and bless them.  

 

That said, sometimes, a person responds to the incorrect message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Thankfully, God’s Holy Spirit is at work despite an incorrect message. The Holy Spirit can and does lead 

that person to the place of “belief” in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
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➢ But there are, in fact, preachers and teachers who “knowingly” preach a false Gospel and 

methodology about how to become a Christian. These people are wolves in sheep’s clothing. They 

intend to lead their listeners astray deliberately. 

 

Proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ   

 

You have read many Scriptures and stories concerning “belief” in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

Therefore, Proclaim His Gospel.  

1. Jesus Christ was crucified on the cross as a sin substitute, and His blood was spilled to cover 

and forgive all past, present, and future sins.  

2. Jesus died and was buried that same day.  

3. Three days later, the gravestone that sealed Jesus’s body was miraculously rolled away, and Jesus 

Christ was resurrected.  

4. Jesus Christ gives us His LIFE through the indwelling, Precious Holy Spirit.  
 

Love for the Jewish and Gentile People, “Here Am I, Send Me”  

 
Let’s look at the book of Isaiah and a familiar passage (Isaiah 6:1-8) that puts everything we have learned 

into perspective.  

 

• “In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the 

train of his robe filled the temple. Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings, 

they covered their faces, with two, they covered their feet, and with two, they were flying.” And 

they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full 

of his glory.”  

 

The “Work of The Lord” is indeed a “Holy Work.” But ONLY those who are “Holy” can serve a Holy 

God. And in the Old Covenant, the work of God was given exclusively to the Tribe of the Levites. They 

were God’s Priests who ministered in the Temple.  
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The High Priest was the “head” of all the Priests. The High Priest also wore a golden crown with the 

words “Holiness unto the Lord” inscribed.  

 

This was a reminder that the Lord God is a Holy God- “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole 

earth is full of his glory.” Even the “Seraphim,” who is the highest of all the angelic beings, have covered 

their faces so they cannot see the Holiness of God. 

 

• “At the sound of their voices, the doorposts and thresholds shook, and the temple was filled with 

smoke.” Isaiah 6: 4 

 

The seraphim acknowledge God's glory with their voices, lips, and mouths. Their utterances and praises 

are so loud that the doorposts shake from their sturdy foundation. The smoke paints the picture of the 

Shekinah glory of the Lord—the smoke from the Altar of Incense.  

 

• “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of 

unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.”  Isaiah 6: 5 

 

Isaiah, a Jew, is saying, I am going to die. “Woe to me, I am ruined.” Why? Because he is sinful. He lives 

with sinful people. And if that isn’t enough, Isaiah has SEEN the Holiness of The Lord.  

 

 

 
 

To understand and fully appreciate what is about to occur, remember that the Priests took hot coals from 

the Brazen Altar of Sacrifice directly outside the Temple area every morning and every evening. The 

Brazen Altar of Sacrifice is where repentant Jews sacrificed an animal before the Lord as they sought the 

atonement of God for their sins. 

 

The blood from the slaughtered animal would spill directly onto the hot coals, and the blood would be 

embedded into them.  
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These coals (with the blood on them) were gathered and placed on the Altar of Incense inside the Holy 

Place. The Priest would also put the fragrances of myrrh and frankincense on the Altar of Incense. The 

coals (with the blood on them) “heated up” these fragrances. The cloud of smoke rose up from the Altar 

of Incense as a sweet-smelling fragrance to the nostrils of the Lord.  

 

• “Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs 

from the altar. With it, he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt 

is taken away, and your sin atoned for.”  Isaiah 6:6-7  

 

One of the seraphs took coal from the Brazen Altar and touched Isaiah’s lips with it.  

 

This coal has the “blood of the animal sacrifices” embedded in it.  

 

It’s a picture of Jesus Christ, the spotless Passover Lamb.  

 

HIS blood takes away Isaiah’s sin.  

 

Isaiah’s sin is atoned for.  

 

Review the following picture.  

 

 
That said, keep in mind that this passage was: 

❖ Written in the “Old Covenant” to the Jews.  

❖ A “picture” of Jesus, a Jew, who is the TRUE Lamb of God.  

❖ Written by Isaiah, who was a Jew. 
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Therefore,  

❖ After realizing his sin… 

❖ After confessing his sin… 

❖ After having his sin atoned for… 

…Isaiah hears the voice of God. 

 

• “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying,  

• Whom shall I send?  

• And who will go for us?”  

 

The word “us” refers to the “Triune” He is God. ONE God-three distinct “Persons.”  

Isaiah is about to respond to God’s call based on what just occurred.  

 

I am confident. Isaiah said something like this.  

 

“The coal with the blood of ‘The Lamb’ has touched my sin and has taken my sin 

away. I was forgiven, and I must tell the Jews.” 
 

Today God is still calling,  

• “Whom shall I send?  

• And who will go for us?”  

 

If you’ve believed the Gospel of Jesus Christ, you are NOW a “Priest” of the Most High God.  

 

Your sins have been atoned for, your guilt has been taken away, and you have been “saved.”  

 

You have been MADE Holy by the blood of Jesus Christ, and NOW you can serve and stand in the 

presence of a Holy God.  

 

Therefore, how will you respond?  

 

I hope you will say,  

 

“The blood of ‘The Lamb’ Jesus Christ has touched my sin. He has taken my sin away, 

and I am forgiven. I must tell the Jews (and Gentiles) that the ‘Old Covenant’ is 

obsolete and that the ‘New Covenant’ is HERE.” 
 

Who Will “Go?”   

 

“Here (write or say your name) ___________________ I Am.” 

  

 

“Send Me!” 
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My Father’s Belief in the Gospel of Jesus Christ and Our Restoration    

 

Malachi's “Last” verse also ends the “Old Testament.” And it indicates that Elijah’s return is to bring 

reconciliation between the father and his children. 

 

• “He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their 

fathers.” 

 

That verse has SPECIAL significance in my life.  

 

In 1993, an “incident” occurred between another family member and my father.  

Yet, my father blamed me (I had nothing to do with it).  

So, my father chose to have nothing to do with me for ten years.  

 

I cannot even begin to express the pain that it caused me.  

 

However, ten years later, I came home and found a letter from my father.  

 
It was a letter of sorrow, weeping, and regret, asking for my forgiveness and for reconciliation. 

 

“Dear Mike, my short stay with you was good. This reunion would not have been possible without your 

belief and trust in Christ and with my own growing understanding, which culminated in affirming Christ 

as the Savior for all sinners on earth. This came about after my last trip to the Holy Land and my visit to 

the old city of Jerusalem. Never before in my previous visits was I so moved and attentive to every step 

Jesus walked from the Via Dolorosa to the Church of Sepulcher. I stood next to the platform where Jesus’ 

body was washed and entered the sanctuary where He was buried. It was exhilarating. I was excited and 

thrilled! Our talks in your office, your patience, and your genuine love are all a testimony to the fact that 

you have grown in the spirit of Christ. I would like to add that by affirming my belief in Jesus. I am not 

rejecting my father. May he rest in peace or my Jewish heritage. Nor am I denying my ancestors. I do 

believe that it is the right continuation for my Jewish secularism to follow my life with the real Savior—

the Christ Jew. Regards to Michelle, your wife, and soul mate, and allow me to call her my third child. 

Thank you for bringing her to our family. Love, Dad”  

 

Pictured is my father and me in 2013, a few days before my trip to Israel. 
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The Biblical Model-Romans 10:8-13  

 

The central truth of the “New Covenant” is that “righteousness” (right standing with God) is not  

obtained by the “works” of obeying the “Old Covenant” Instead, righteousness is received by believing 

in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. But belief in this truth and the many others we reviewed is not an overnight 

“event” but a relational process. Jewish and Gentile friends need time to study, discuss and understand 

the Scriptures. This process requires planting, water, and fertilizing.  

 

But when your Jewish or Gentile friend is ready to become a “believer” (Hebrew Christian or Gentile 

Christian), here are the verses you should use to lead them to the Savior, Jesus Christ.  

 

• “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the word of faith we are 

proclaiming: That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that 

God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and 

are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. As the Scripture says, 

“Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” For there is no difference between Jew and 

Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, for “Everyone who calls 

on the name of the Lord will be saved.” Romans 10:8-13 

 

Let’s break down the verses into four parts. 

1. “That if you confess with your mouth, Jesus is Lord.”  

2. “And believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”  

3. “For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you 

confess and are saved.” 

4. “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  

 

“That if You Confess with Your Mouth, Jesus is Lord.” 

 

We don’t use the word “Lord” in our modern culture. Therefore, most people do not know what “Lord” 

means. Let’s take a look.  

 

When you confess “Jesus as Lord,” you are saying, I’m not in charge of my life anymore.  

NOW, Jesus Christ is in charge of every detail of my life.  

You are affirming His:   

❖ Authority 

❖ Sovereignty  

❖ Rulership  

 

Confessing “Jesus as Lord” is a humble act that transfers control of your life to Jesus Christ.  

❖ You are humbled when you say Jesus is the authority. I’m not. 

❖ You are humbled when you say Jesus provided for my salvation. I can’t.  

❖ You are humbled when you say Jesus rules over every aspect of my life. I can’t.  

 

When you confess “Jesus as Lord,” you are saying, “He is MY Lord,” and HE is in control over 

“everything” in your life. This includes your: finances, family, relationships, mind, emotions, work, 

children, marriage, health, education, profession, future, etc. 
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I have heard evangelists, pastors, and teachers selling “fire insurance,” saying, “Confess ‘Jesus is Lord,’ 

and you won’t go to Hell.” This point is debatable, but one thing is not. Confessing “Jesus as Lord” is an 

act of “humility.”  

 

Let’s look at the point of coming to God in humility and making Him Lord.  

 

In the following passage, a man “falls on his knees” (a humble gesture) and addresses Jesus as “Good 

Teacher.” However, the better translation is “Master.” The man wants to know how to have eternal life. 

With love, Jesus looks at the man and says, “Go sell everything you have and give it to the poor.” It is 

important to note that Jesus is not saying that “everyone” must sell everything and give it to the poor to 

inherit eternal life. Jesus tests this man to see if “HE is Lord” (Master). The man failed and walked away, 

“sad” because he had great wealth. The man was unwilling to give Jesus Christ total authority, 

sovereignty, and rulership over his life.  

• As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. “Good teacher,” he 

asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one 

is good—except God alone. You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall not 

commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor 

your father and mother.’” “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.” Jesus 

looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and give 

to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” At this, the man’s face fell. 

He went away sad because he had great wealth. Mark 10:17-22 

 

In the following passage, Jesus addresses those who are confident in their own “righteousness”— 

people who trust in their “works” to achieve “right standing” with God. Remember that righteousness with 

God is not attained by works but by believing in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 

In this passage, Jesus compares two people. The first person, a Pharisee, who gloats about how he is “good” 

and emphasizes all the “good” things “he” is doing. The other person is a “tax collector,” the lowest and 

most hated profession of that day. The tax collector would not even look up to Heaven but beat his breast 

and says, “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” Jesus says the tax collector went home “justified” 

(righteous) before God. The tax collector displayed true humility in coming to God. The tax collector knew 

nothing he could do could earn God’s favor and eternal life. “Salvation” and “Righteousness” is credited 

to anyone (Jew or Gentile) who humbly believes in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This truth is a stumbling 

block to many, especially Jewish people.  

• “To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus 

told this parable: “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 

collector. The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other 

people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give 

a tenth of all I get.’ “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to 

heaven but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ “I tell you that this 

man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves 

will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” Luke 18:9-14 

 

Here is an evangelistic passage of Scripture many evangelists miss.  

• “You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world means enmity against God? 

Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. Or do you 

think Scripture says without reason that he jealously longs for the spirit he has caused to dwell in 
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us? But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: “God opposes the proud but shows 

favor to the humble.” Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

Come near to God, and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your 

hearts, you double-minded. Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your 

joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.” James 4:4-10  

 

You and I have heard this passage of Scripture used in many contexts for “believers.” And there are truths 

for believers we can apply. However, I am convinced that this passage of Scripture addresses “unbelievers.” 

I believe this because James uses the term “sinners.” The word “sinner” is always used in the Bible to 

refer to “unbelievers.” James also begins this passage to “adulterous” people. “Adulterous” is also a word 

used to address unbelievers.  

 

This passage reveals what an unbeliever does and says. Thankfully, God wants all unbelievers to humble 

themselves and “Come to Him!” Here are my observations from this passage. 

 

▪ A friend of the world is an enemy of God, but God longs to be your friend. Come to Him!  

▪ The Holy Spirit does not dwell in the heart of an unbeliever. But God wants to place His Holy Spirit 

in you. Come to Him! 

▪ The proud cannot obtain God’s grace- “salvation and righteousness.” Therefore, humble yourself 

before God, and He will give you His grace. Come to Him! 

▪ The devil’s evil demons inhabit unbelievers. But they cannot occupy believers. Therefore, return to 

God, and the wicked demons will flee from you. Come to Him! 

▪ You have dirty hands because of your sins. Wash your hands with “Me,” and you will be clean. 

Come to Him! 

▪ You have evil hearts. Purify your hearts with “Me,” and you will be whole. Come to Him! 

▪ You have one foot in the world and one foot in religiosity. You are double-minded. Instead, say 

goodbye to the world and choose “Me.” Come to Him! 

▪ Grieve, mourn and wail because of your sins. Change the laughter about your sins to mourning 

because of your sins. Come to Him! 

▪ Change the joy about your sins to the gloom of recognizing the ungodliness of your sins and 

sinfulness. Come to Him! 

▪ Believe in the Gospel of Jesus Christ and confess, “Jesus is Lord.” Turn over control of every detail 

of your life to Jesus Christ. Humble yourself before the Lord, and He will lift you up. You will be 

“saved” (receive salvation and righteousness). Come to Him! 

 

The Missing Link of Sharing the Gospel Not Often 

A true believer cannot attend church on Sunday and do “good works” (like serving in the children’s 

ministry), then go to work, lie, steal, and cheat. True believers cannot watch pornography, be unfaithful 

to their mate, ignore their children, be “friends” with the world system and still believe they are “friends” 

with God. Many unbelievers have one foot in the church and their other foot in the world. They are 

“double-minded.” However, a true believer is single-minded. Their focus and allegiance are to Jesus 

Christ. Yes, all believers sin sometimes. But a true believer is under the authority of Jesus Christ. God’s 

Holy Spirit convicts the believer’s heart concerning their sin. True believers repent and turn away from 

their sins. So, if there is no conviction of sin and repentance from sin, the so-called believer is most likely 

not a Christian. Therefore, when communicating the truth of the resurrection of Jesus Christ to an 

unbeliever, we must explain the Biblical definition of “Lord.” They must understand that confessing 

“Jesus as Lord” means giving up total control of their lives and turning everything over to Jesus Christ.  
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“And Believe in Your Heart That God Raised Him From the Dead, You Will 

Be Saved.” 

 
It's important to know that the terms “belief” and “faith” are “cousins” in modern usage. However, from 

a Biblical perspective, belief and faith are “identical twins.” Therefore, the use of belief and faith in the 

New Testament is interchangeable.  

 

Remember that earlier, we looked at the stories of six people (three in the Old Testament and three in the 

New Testament) who were resurrected before Jesus was resurrected. These stories provide credence to 

the reality of a bodily resurrection. Therefore, you are not asking your Jewish and Gentle friends to 

“blindly” place their faith in the resurrection of Jesus. Instead, you are saying, here are the stories of six 

people who lived, died, and were resurrected before Jesus. And here are the Bible accounts of people who 

were resurrected after Jesus.  

 

Our Christian faith rests on the “foundation” of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

 

Therefore, believing in the resurrection of Jesus Christ is also believing and accepting everything else in 

the Scriptures about Jesus Christ and what He did and will do in the believer’s life.  

 

Here are truths of the New Covenant a new believer can expect because of the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. 

✓ You are declared “Righteous” before God and are now in “right standing” with Him. 

✓ You have the assurance that all of your past, present, and future sins are forgiven.  

✓ You have 24/7 access to God and a personal relationship with Him.  

✓ You have His LIFE in you.  

✓ You have the guarantee of eternal life with God. 

✓ You have the assurance of a bodily resurrection. 

✓ You have the sure hope that you will rule and reign with Jesus Christ in His Glorious Kingdom. 

✓ You will receive eternal rewards from God.  

 

Sadly, Jewish and Gentile friends will read the resurrection stories and still choose to be unbelievers.  
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• “But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 

asleep. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through 

a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ, all will be made alive. But each in his own turn: 

Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him... I declare to you, 

brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the 

imperishable. Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— in a 

flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be 

raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the 

imperishable and the mortal with immortality. When the perishable has been clothed with the 

imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death 

has been swallowed up in victory.” “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your 

sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He 

gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” I Corinthians 15: 12-58 

 

The Missing Link of Sharing the Gospel Not Often Shared 

Many say they “believe” in Jesus and God and call themselves “Christian.” But by their actions, they 

prove otherwise. Therefore, when communicating the truth of the resurrection of Jesus Christ to an 

unbeliever, we must tell that person the entirety of the Bible rests on the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Your 

Jewish or Gentile friends must know that believing in the resurrection of Jesus Christ also means accepting 

and believing everything else the Bible says. There is no such thing as “Easy Beleivizum” in the Bible. 

Granted, your Jewish or Gentile friends who “believe” won’t understand and believe “everything” in the 

Bible immediately. But they need to be made aware that believing God raised Jesus from the dead is not 

the end but the beginning. 
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“For it is With Your Heart That You Believe and Are Justified, and it is 

With Your Mouth That You Confess and Are Saved.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let’s pretend that the ideogram of a gold coin represents the belief in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

The term “salvation” means to be “rescued” from something. Therefore, on one side of the gold coin, you 

can see “Salvation.” On the other side of the gold coin, you can see “Righteousness” (NASB) or “Justified” 

(NIV). “Righteousness” means to be in “right standing.”  

 

Therefore, belief in the Gospel of Jesus Christ: 

✓ Rescues you from Satan, sin, Hell, and the grave- “You Receive Salvation From God.” 

✓ Puts you in right standing with God- “You Are Declared Righteousness By God.”  

 

“Everyone Who Calls on the Name of the Lord Will Be Saved.”  

➢ I confess that “Jesus is Lord.” I am “rescued” from Satan, sin, Hell, and the grave. I receive 

“Salvation” from God. I turn over control of every detail and area of my life to the “Lord,” Jesus 

Christ. I affirm that I am no longer in charge of my life. 

 

➢ I believe that “Jesus Christ was resurrected from the dead.” I have been declared 

“Righteousness” by God, and I am now in “right standing” with Him.  

 

The Prodigal Son 

 

The following story is one of the definitive passages of Scripture that conveys the truths of the “New 

Covenant” and the Gospel of Jesus Christ. I remember hearing this story for the first time in Church, and I 

just “lost it.” I was broken and convicted and weeping.  

 

I divided this passage into three sections, “sin,” “humility,” and “grace.”  

 

Sin 

A young Jewish man grievously sins by demanding his father’s inheritance. This even though his father 

had not died. It was unheard of in Jewish culture to ask for or receive an inheritance before the death of the 

father. However, the boy’s father gives his son the inheritance, and the son goes off to a “far land.” There 

SALVATION RIGHTEOUSNESS
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he squanders his inheritance on wine, women, and song. A famine hits, and the young man lacks the money 

to buy food. So, he hires himself out to take care of pigs and is so hungry he longs to eat the pig slop. Pigs 

are detested by the Jews and never eaten. To Jews, pigs are the lowest and filthiest animal God created. 

The young man has hit “bottom.” 

➢ “There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share 

of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. “Not long after that, the younger son got 

together all he had, set off for a distant country, and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 

After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be 

in need. So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to 

feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave 

him anything.” 

 

Humility 

The young man acknowledges his sin and wants to return to his father and to be restored to him. The son 

displays humility and is willing to become his father’s hired servant.  

➢ “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men have food to spare, 

and here I am starving to death! I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I 

have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me 

like one of your hired men.’ So he got up and went to his father.”  

 

Grace 

✓ The young man’s father has been longing for his son’s return.  

✓ The father “sees” his son and is filled with compassion.  

✓ The father wraps his arms around his son and kisses him.  

 

➢ “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; 

he ran to his son, threw his arms around him, and kissed him.”  

 

The son displays his humility to his father.  

 

➢ “The son said to him, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy of 

being called your son.” 

 

In Jewish culture, the father should have made his son a servant to pay off his debts. The son would continue 

to live in “disgrace” for his actions against his father. Then “maybe” many years later, the son might be 

restored to the father. However, instead of giving the son what he deserves, the father gives him a robe, 

ring (a sign of nobility), and sandals because he has none. The father orders the fatted calf to be slaughtered, 

and the celebration for his returned son begins.  

➢ “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his 

finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 

For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to 

celebrate.”  

 

The young man’s older brother complains, believing his brother deserves nothing.  
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➢ “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and 

dancing. So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. ‘Your brother has 

come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and 

sound.’ “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded 

with him. But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years, I’ve been slaving for you and never 

disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my 

friends. But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, 

you kill the fattened calf for him!’ “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and 

everything I have is yours.” 

 

The parable ends with the father’s display of grace. It is the same grace God shows to anyone who believes 

in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We were “lost” (dead in our sins) but are “found” (rescued).  

 

➢ “But we had to celebrate and be glad because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; 

he was lost and is found.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please print the following pages and review them. 
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The Biblical Model 
 

Print and place it inside your Bible and use it when leading an unbeliever to the God of the Bible.  

 

The Person Leading and the Person Being Connected to God Reads Together.  

 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the good news of the New Covenant and encompasses these points.  

1. Jesus Christ was crucified on the cross as a sin substitute, and His blood was spilled to cover and 

forgive all past, present, and future sins.  

2. Jesus died and was buried that same day.  

3. Three days later, the gravestone that sealed Jesus’s body was miraculously rolled away, and Jesus 

Christ was resurrected.  

4. Jesus Christ gives us His LIFE through the indwelling, Precious Holy Spirit.  
 

“The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming: 

That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him 

from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it 

is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. As the Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him 

will never be put to shame.” For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord 

of all and richly blesses all who call on him, for “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 

saved.” Romans 10:8-13 

 

The Person Being Connected to the God of the Bible Prays.  

➢ I confess that “Jesus is Lord.” I turn over control of every detail and area of my life to my “Lord,” 

Jesus Christ. I am no longer in charge of my life. 

➢ I believe that “Jesus Christ was resurrected from the dead.”  

 

Both Rejoice. Thank You, Jesus! Both Read and Affirm Together.  

✓ I have been declared “Righteous” before God. I am now in “right standing” with Him.  

✓ I affirm that the Bible is God’s Word, and I commit to believing and following it.  

✓ I have the assurance that all of my past, present, and future sins are forgiven.  

✓ I have 24/7 access to God and a personal relationship with Him.  

✓ I have His LIFE living in me through the Precious Holy Spirit.  

✓ I have the guarantee of eternal life with God. 

✓ I have the assurance of a future bodily resurrection. 

✓ I have the sure hope that I will rule and reign with Jesus Christ in His Glorious Kingdom. 

✓ I have the knowledge that I will receive eternal rewards from God. 
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Meet Michael (Ben) Attar 
 

Love for Michelle -Michael met his wife, Michelle, in church orchestra 

at twenty-three. Michelle plays the cello, and Michael plays the trumpet. 

But how he courted Michelle is a story of its own. Michael’s friends said 

that Michelle was “way over his head,” so what does he do? After their 

first date, Michael told Michelle they would be married. She laughed! 

However, after two years of dating, she said, “I do!” Michael’s family 

gladly “welcomed” a Gentile into their Jewish family. Likewise, 

Michelle’s family welcomed a Jew into theirs as well. Michael says that 

his life would not be possible without God’s providence and his 

“helpmate,” Michelle. 

 

Interestingly, Michael measures success not by what he has accomplished but by what he does to enable 

Michelle to achieve all that God has for her to do. Michael’s primary ministry is creating the right 

environment and providing financial and emotional resources so Michelle can minister—well! For 

example, Michael’s love and support for Michelle helped her complete her seminary degree while working 

full-time. Michael and Michelle have been active servants in only two churches. The first for 12 years and 

their current home church for 25 years, where Michelle has been on Church Staff for over 20 years.  

 

Love for the Trumpet- Maybe Michael was “destined” to play the trumpet because from the age of eleven 

until 17, he had a lesson every week with a teacher who became the principal trumpet player of the New 

York Philharmonic Orchestra. And Michael continued playing the trumpet every week in the church 

orchestra or worship band for 25 years.  

 

Love for a Jewish Heritage- No one has any “say so” regarding their family background or ethnicity, 

but everyone has a choice as to whether they will accept it. So after Michael believed in the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ, “everything” began to fall into place, and honored and privileged to have a Jewish background. 

Michael is a “Sabra”- a Jew born in Israel and an Israeli citizen. His family emigrated from Morocco to 

Spain (sometime in the 1700s). Jews who emigrated from Spain are known as “Sephardic” Jews.  

 

Love for the Messiah- At nineteen, a series of events led Michael to move to Dallas. The only contact 

he had was a youth pastor whom Michael had been introduced to but never met. Soon after, through his 

encounter with mentors from Waco, Texas (Paul J. Meyer and Gary O’Malley), Michael began to read the 

Bible and attend church services. He understood that the Bible consisted of the Old Testament—a picture 

book that prophesied and foreshadowed a Jewish Messiah. During Old Testament times, God’s people 

would come to the Tabernacle (and eventually the Temple) with a spotless, pure sacrifice onto which the 

sins of the individual making the sacrifice would be symbolically placed. The people met with a priest 

because individuals could not atone for sins and have fellowship with God directly. These sacrifices were 

repeatedly made to atone for sin and restore the one making the sacrifice to a right fellowship with God—

until the next sin. It was never-ending.  

 

Michael read about how God longed for all people to humble themselves, confess their sins, and return to 

Him through the required and appropriate sacrifices. And God, throughout the Old Testament, was planning 

to introduce a better and final sacrifice. The Jews knew this person of promise as the “Messiah.” However, 

whoever eventually came claiming to be the foreshadowed Messiah would have to fulfill one hundred 

percent of all the Old Testament prophecies. Michael was fascinated with the prophetic descriptions of 

where the Messiah would be born, live, how, and why He would have to die. So, after reading his Bible 
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and New Testament all day, every day, for about three weeks, Michael made a monumental decision to 

embrace the New Testament’s teaching concerning the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Michael believed that Jesus 

(the spotless Passover Lamb) died as a substitute for his sins and rose from the dead on the third day. 

Michael’s eyes were finally opened to the reality that Jesus Christ fulfilled all of the Old Testament 

prophesies and all things Jewish. Jesus Christ was who He said He was— “God—the Messiah.” And in 

believing the Gospel of Jesus Christ, Michael became a “Hebrew Christian.”  

 

Love for the God of the Bible- Not everyone understands that a “Jew” can be both a “Hebrew” and a 

“Christian.” Christianity is NOT another religion apart from Judaism. Christianity is the fulfillment of 

Judaism. The “Old Covenant,” which God said was going to be replaced with the “New Covenant,” was 

coming for the Jewish People (Jeremiah 31:31). Jesus Christ, a Jew, and the Messiah brought and enacted 

the “New Covenant” at His death. And with His resurrection from the dead, Jesus “offers” HIS Life to 

anyone who believes in His Gospel. The Apostle Paul, who wrote most of the New Testament, became a 

Hebrew Christian. Paul (previously called “Saul”) hated and persecuted Christians, but after God got a hold 

of his heart on the “Damascus Road,” Paul was transformed.  

 

Love for his Father-Before Michael “believed,” he was told that when a Jewish person believes the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ, their Jewish family will often shame, disinherit, and disown them. And that is 

what happened. Michael’s father was livid, and things were not “good” between them. However, 

several years later, when Michael brought Michelle to meet his parents, things gradually began to get 

better. It has taken many years, but Michael and his father have the best relationship they’ve ever had. 

In 2021, Michael flew to New York and brought his father back to Texas to live with him and Michelle. 

Unfortunately, Michael’s dad passed away four months later. Michael says that taking care of his dad 

was the best four months of his life.  

 

Love for Both Grandfathers-Both of Michael’s grandfathers loved “Israel,” but neither had the chance 

to set foot on Israeli soil. And though Michael never met either grandfather, his family told him many 

stories about their character and personality, so Michael grew to love them deeply.  

 

Michael was given his first name in honor of his grandfather, “Meekhael Ben Attar” (on his father’s side), 

who was a Rabbi in Morocco (North Africa). Their family name is “Ben Attar.” “Ben” means “son of,” and 

“Attar” means “sweet essence” like the sweet essence of a rose.”  

 

In 1956, Meekhael Ben Attar’s entire family (including six children and other families) was one week away 

from immigrating to Israel when Meekhael Ben Attar died of a stroke. After mourning, the “Ben Attar” 

family all emigrated from Morocco to Israel, where they lived and raised their families. Meekhael’s 

youngest son, Marc (Michael’s father), joined the IDF, where he married, and Michael was born shortly 

after. Then as is the custom for all newborn males, eight days after Michael’s birth, his father arranged for 

a Mohel (a trained Rabbi) to come to their apartment in Israel and perform Michael’s circumcision. 

Interestingly, his circumcision occurred on the “Feast of Trumpets,” which “Modern Jews” refer to as 

“Rosh Hashanah” and is the beginning of Israel’s “New Year,” and is celebrated with the sounding of 

Trumpets.  

 

Michael’s family emigrated from Israel to New York City when Michael was about five. He grew up in a 

reformed Jewish home, observing the Jewish Feasts occasionally but not faithfully. He attended Synagogue 

most Saturdays as a young boy and Hebrew School after regular School every day. He was sent to Zionist 

Day Camps in the summer and had his Bar Mitzvah at thirteen. However, Michael claims he did not 

“understand” anything and often wondered why he was forced to be there. But ALL that changed when 

Michael believed in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
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Michael was given his middle name, “Nathaniel,” in honor of his grandfather on his mother’s side. 

Nathanial’s family lived in Poland, and he was a Zionist leader. Zionists believe that the Jewish People have 

a right and obligation to return to their ancestral homeland-Israel. Nathanial’s youngest daughter 

(Michael’s mother) was born several days before the Nazis invaded Poland in 1939 to begin their 

systematic extermination of the Jewish people. Thankfully, their family had resources, so his mother and 

older sister were “given” to two Polish Gentile families, with piles of money, to be raised as Gentiles. These 

two families who “saved” them from the Nazis are called “Righteous  Gentiles.”  

 

Because Nathaniel was a Zionist leader, he was targeted by the Nazis, who came to their home in Poland. 

Nathaniel had an enormous book collection of “first” editions, and Michael’s grandmother said that when 

the commander of the Nazi troop came into their home and saw Nathaniel’s book collection, the Nazi 

commander was moved to tears. But right after that, the Nazi commander shot Nathaniel in the head as 

Michael’s grandmother watched. This tragic event took place in 1941; therefore, as “Israel” had not yet 

been “Re-Born,” as a Zionist, Nathaniel had only “seen” Israel in his mind’s eye. Miraculously, Michael’s 

grandmother survived and spent the duration of the war living in the “underground.” The Nazis also took 

Nathaniel’s wealth, and his entire family perished (excluding his wife and two daughters). In several 

instances, Michael’s grandmother said the family members took cyanide to kill themselves rather than face 

the Nazi atrocities. After the war, Michael’s grandmother and her two daughters were reunited in France 

by a “man” who would eventually become Michael’s step-grandfather. Interestingly, this person survived 

seven years in a Siberian Death Camp.  

 

As a second-generation survivor of the Holocaust, Michael studied to understand Hitler’s motive to kill 

ALL Jews. Michael discovered that Hitler’s intent was rooted in the belief that if he were successful, it 

would prove that the God of the Bible was dead and God’s “Chosen People” were not chosen at all. It 

would also mean that Christianity was a BIG lie. But Hitler and anyone like him will never succeed. The 

truth is that the Jewish People and the existence of Israel are proof positive that the God of the Bible is 

“Alive” and well. Thankfully, God raised (famed film director) Steven Spielberg, who in 1994 formed the 

Shoah Foundation to record the “testimonies” (video format) of survivors and witnesses of the Holocaust—

so that the world will “Never Forget.” Michael’s mother was one of 1,600 chosen, and her testimony of 

what “actually happened” during the Holocaust was memorialized forever.  

 

Love for God’s Word-Michael’s love for God’s Word came at once after becoming a “believer” (Hebrew 

Christian) at nineteen. Admittedly, he dove into God’s Word in an unorthodox manner. Everyone had told 

him to begin reading the Bible from the “beginning” (Book of Genesis), but that did not work for Michael. 

So, instead, he took a “Topical Bible” and began looking up many of his “personal issues and struggles.” 

In this way, Bible reading and study were fun, exhilarating, and meaningful because he had discovered a 

“frame of reference” or “context.” Michael was relating God’s Word to something personal to his issues. 

And with Bible study, church attendance, and ministry, Michael’s spiritual life grew, and he was asked to 

teach Bible studies and “filled in” for the Sunday School teacher. Then at the age of thirty, the Senior Pastor 

gave Michael a Sunday School class, which eventually became the “Auditorium Class,” and he was also 

elected to the Board of Deacons. Michael began teaching his Sunday School Class one of the hardest books 

in the Bible, the book of Hebrews (verse by verse), for two years. But understanding Hebrews necessitates 

understanding the people and events of the Old Testament. So, many of Michael’s lessons were from the 

Old Testament-building a “foundation.” He is right! He also spent many hours each week studying, 

viewing, and reading materials compiled by the late Zola Levitt, who was fond of saying, “One trip to 

Israel is worth ten years of Sunday school.”  

 

In 2013, Michael and Michelle visited Israel on a “Pastor’s Tour” of the Biblical sites. And after returning, 

Michael began to read his Bible by “relating” the Scriptures with the Biblical sites he had seen. Michael’s 
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favorite Biblical site is the Temple Mount, where the First and Second Temples once stood. This is also 

where Abraham offered his son Isaac and where the Jews will one day rebuild the Third Temple. The 

Temple Mount is where the final “abomination that causes desolation” that Jesus referred to in Matthew 

24 will occur. Michael’s Bible had “Come to Life.”  

 

Love for serving the Gentiles- When God wants to do “something,” He will often send a Jew(s) to start 

His “project,” or He will begin with a Gentile and then send a Jew(s) to help them. This is because the Jews 

were placed on the earth to BLESS the Gentiles. Michael has “served” the Gentiles in many roles, most 

notably in a mental health ministry for 14 years (2005-2019) via a ministry he formed called the “Good 

Mood Foundation.” This ministry grew into a “Hospital Ministry.” For seven years beginning in February 

2012, Michael and his team of volunteers served the “in-patients” of a local psychiatric and addiction 

facility. Michael started there on the “first day” the hospital opened. Michael and his volunteers provided 

many “things,” including two groups called “Engaging with God” and “Sing SOME of Your ‘Blues’ 

Away.” And if Michael wasn’t ministering to the patients or involved in the many activities “behind the 

scenes” to make that ministry possible, he was at his computer reading, thinking, and writing. Michael says 

every profession, especially “Ministry,” is centered around reading, thinking, and writing.  Michael’s desire 

is for Gentile Christians to ask God to give them Jewish friends, actively befriend, bless, and love the 

Jewish people, and share the truths of the “New Covenant” and the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

Love for the Germans- Because of what the Nazis did to Michael’s family, growing up, he was 

indoctrinated to avoid Germans, not to do business with them, and never to buy German products. And 

even though the German government had taken some measure of responsibility for their actions by paying 

Michael’s grandmother, mother (and other survivors of the Holocaust) a monthly pension, he still hated 

and blamed the German people for what they did to his family. Therefore, Michael was indoctrinated to be 

suspicious of Gentiles, especially Gentile Christians. He was told “stories” about how and why Christians 

couldn’t be trusted and that they were responsible for ALL the hurt and pain “The Jewish People” had 

endured over many Centuries. Also, Gentile Christian's “real intent” was to get Jews to convert to 

Christianity. But that’s not what Michael encountered when he arrived in Dallas at nineteen. Instead, 

Gentile Christians loved, blessed, and reached out to Michael for no reason other than being Jewish. They 

showed Michael “God’s Favor” expressed through unconditional love and blessing. When Michael 

believed in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, he did not turn away from his Jewish background and “all things” 

Jewish.” Instead, for the first time in his life-everything made sense. Though Michael’s belief caused 

“issues,” within his family, thankfully, God has healed many of these wounds.  

 

Fast forward 

In the spring of 2007, Michael read a book entitled “Forgiveness...the Ultimate Miracle” by businessman 

and philanthropist Paul J. Meyer. Michael had become a Hebrew Christian because of Paul’s ministry at 

the age of nineteen, and except for the Lord Jesus Christ, no person has impacted Michael more than Paul. 

While reading the book, Michael was confronted with the reality that Paul was a German and that his family 

had immigrated to America from Germany. The irony also struck Michael that he hated the Germans, but 

he loved one. So, because of Paul’s book, Michael was moved to finally forgive ALL Germans for what 

they did to his family.  

 

In 2017, the Vice President of the “Good Mood Foundation” was the Executive Assistant to the famed 

author and motivational speaker Zig Ziglar. Sensing an unction in his spirit, in the fall of 2007, Michael 

asked that a copy of his manuscript “My Pursuit of a Good Mood” and a cover letter be sent to Paul J. 

Meyer. Michael authored this manuscript several years earlier from personal struggles to encourage 

everyone with the same or similar struggles. So, after reading Michael’s manuscript, Paul called him and 

offered to publish the book, write the foreword, and provide the “Good Mood Foundation” with the “first 
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run” of 10,000 copies to give away. This book is now in its seventh printing and has been updated to include 

a chapter written by Michael’s wife, Michelle, to encourage caregivers, spouses, and loved ones who are 

“struggling,” too.  

 

Love for Writing- Michael prays that his writing and ministry will ignite and fan the flame of your love 

and understanding for Israel, the Jewish people, Jerusalem, and the Messiah.  

 

 
Love for “Return” - Michael has a deep desire to return to Israel and live there. Therefore, whenever you 

see a picture of “Jerusalem,” “Star of David,” or similar, please remember to pray for “Jerusalem,” 

“Israel,” the “Jewish People,” and Michael.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“Sound the Trumpets in Zion” TM 

 

172 
 

 

 

 
 

 


