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Israel, “God’s Land,” has been resurrected. The Land, which was once
“dead,” has been restored to the Jews and is a thriving Modern Country.
The “People of God” have been resurrected. After the Holocaust, only
1/3 of the Jewish population remained and were scattered to the “Four
Corners” of the World. But in 2018, more Jews live in Israel than in any
other Country.
Jerusalem, “God’s City,” has been resurrected. For 2,000 years,
Jerusalem was “lost” and not in control by the Jewish People. But after the
“6 Day” 1967 war, Jerusalem was recaptured and is now once again the Capital of Israel.
Hebrew, “God’s Language,” has been resurrected. Until 100 years ago, “Hebrew” was dead.
But now it’s the language of the Jews, in Israel and around the World.
“Israel’s Economy” has been resurrected. When Israel was “Re-Born” in 1948, Her economy
began with nothing. Only 70 years later, Israel has become an economic powerhouse and is the
“Start-Up Nation.” Many Countries, companies, and venture capitalists have set up “shop” in Israel
to tap into Israel’s “Brain-Trust.”
“Jesus Christ” has been resurrected. Our Christian faith rests on the fact that the Messiah, Jesus
Christ, was crucified on the Feast of “Passover,” buried on the Feast of “Unleavened bread,” and
resurrected on the Feast of “First Fruits.” But Jesus wasn’t the only one to be resurrected. In both
the Old and New Testaments, others were resurrected, too. Then after His resurrection, Jesus
appeared to His disciples for 40 days and then ascended into Heaven, where He sits at the right
hand of God, the Father. Jesus sent down the Holy Spirit on the Feast of “Pentecost,” which began
the “Church Age” as the “Time of the Gentiles” continues. Now, we WAIT… “One Glorious
Day,” ALL believers will “Gathered.” But what are we “waiting” for?
God’s “Favorite Instrument” is the Shofar Trumpet
(Ram’s horn). In Israel, the Shofar Trumpet is “Celebrated,”
and every Jewish family has one. Sadly, the Shofar isn’t
celebrated in God’s Church throughout North American or
around the World. But it should be! Maybe, like me, you long
for the day that the Shofar Trumpet is sounded to “Call God’s
People to Worship” in all Christian Churches, Christian
events, and Christian venues. Therefore, could it be that
NOW is the “time” for God’s Trumpet to be resurrected,
too? After all, it is the “Last Sound” Christians will hear!
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Preface
As a Hebrew Christian for over 40 years and a member of only two Churches for the same length
of time, I have noticed that not every Gentile Christian genuinely loves the State of Israel and the
Jewish People. Some are even surprised that the Messiah is Jewish. With this in mind, we also
know that over 50% of the tourists who come to Israel are Christians. We also know that over 40%
of these Christians are returning to Israel for a second or third time. This tells me that MANY
Gentile Christians are missing the blessing of being in God's Homeland and experiencing the many
joys that being in "Israel" will provide. Therefore, with these truths in mind, I sat down to author
this book. Writing it took over five years to complete and is longer than I originally anticipated.
But I believe the reason it took so long was that I needed to "know" the material.
Then to write this book, I included the following:
1. All the Biblical sites you can see on an introductory tour of Israel.
2. Many stories from the Bible concerning Jerusalem (God's City), God's People (the Jews), and
God's Promised Land (Israel). Also, historically important stories regarding Israel and the
Jewish People.
3. God's "Seven Feasts of Israel," God's "Eight Covenants" and the entire book of Daniel.
4. Every story in the Bible concerning "God's Trumpets" ("Shofar" and "Temple Trumpet"),
and arranged in chronological order from Genesis to Revelation. It is these stories concerning
God's Trumpets which "weaves" everything together.
5. All the relevant Bible verses and passages to provide "context" for all the above.
That said, you don't need to read the book straight through from the beginning. Instead, feel free
to begin "anywhere" you find "context" that sparks your interest. Also, it is not necessary to read
every passage of Scripture in the book. So, if you are already familiar with a passage or are not
interested in it (the first time through), you can always skip and find another "topic" that gets your
attention.
In closing, as a result of reading this book, I hope you will be encouraged to purchase a Shofar
Trumpet and learn how to sound it. I also hope you will start or be a part of a "Shofar Ministry" in
your church. I also hope you will begin an outreach to the Jewish People as you pray, love, and
bless them. Finally, I am hopeful that God will "ignite" and fan the "flame" of LOVE for Israel,
His People, and the Messiah. And when that happens, I am confident you will want to plan a trip
(or return trip) to Israel.
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The People of the Bible…
The Places of the Bible…
The Events of the Bible…

…In the Land of the Bible
Come-Explore-Be Transformed

The Events of the Bible…
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Foreword

Anyone who represents “Israel” must know the Biblical and historical account of God’s People.
They must also know the Biblical sites and understand how each fits within the stories of Scripture.
But most importantly, they must know the “Messiah,” Jesus Christ.
There’s no question in my mind that Michael not only “knows,” but he can communicate their
stories, including the Gospel of Jesus Christ, passionately and accurately. I especially love
Michael’s unique style for sharing God’s Word. His commentary is short and to the point, and he
always includes all relevant Scripture so I can “see” for myself. God’s gifting allows Michael to
take “unfamiliar” Bible stories and makes them come “alive.”
In this groundbreaking book, Michael uses the “narrative” of God’s favorite instrument, the
Trumpet, to tell the story of Israel, His People, and the Messiah. I say “groundbreaking” because,
as far as I know, this is the first time anyone has taken every story in the Bible, incorporating God’s
Trumpet, and then explained each one as they appear in chronological order from Genesis to
Revelation. My heart leaped with joy when Scripture reminded me that “John” heard a “loud voice
like a trumpet.” It’s Jesus! And that “One Day” “with a loud trumpet call” God will send His
Angels to the four corners of the earth to “gather” His elect. And that after the Seventh Angel
“sounds” the Seventh Trumpet, Jesus will return.
In addition to understanding the progression of God’s Trumpets, this book will provide you with
a solid understanding of God’s “Eight Covenants.” Knowing why the “New Covenant” replaced
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the “Old Covenant” is one of the building blocks for understanding the Bible and the reason for
Messiah’s coming the first time. This book also covers God’s “Seven Feasts” and how Jesus
fulfilled the first four and will fulfill the final three Feasts, too. This book also provides a thorough
review of the book of Daniel, which is necessary for understanding “Past Events” fulfilled and
“Future Events” to come.
Finally, Michael takes “all” the Biblical sites, which can be seen on a “first-time” tour of Israel,
and expounds on them throughout the manuscript. Michael ties “everything” together using the
narrative of God’s Trumpets, and in a way that just about, anyone can understand.
Therefore, after reading this book, I know you’ll come to the same conclusion that I did. God had
it in “His Mind” to use His favorite instrument, the Trumpet, to “progressively” unveil and reveal
Jesus Christ and to tell the story of Israel and His People-the Jews. I pray this book breathes “LIFE”
into your spirit and that God will use it to accomplish His purposes in your life.

What This Book is About and Who Should Read it?
This book connects many of the people, places, and events associated with Israel’s history using
God’s Trumpet as the narrative. So, to author this book, I used every story in the Bible that
references the “Trumpet” and put them in chronological order from Genesis to Revelation. There’s
no doubt God instituted a “divine order” of the sounding of His Trumpets to reveal Himself, unveil
His Son, Jesus, and to tell the story of Israel and His People. I have added many Biblical stories,
historical text, and Biblical sites to tie everything together.
Therefore this book is the “Perfect Read” for Gentile Christians who want to:
1. Learn about God’s Chosen People- The Jews and their rich Biblical History.
2. Plan or consider taking a trip to Israel.
3. Have a Shofar ministry or want to start one.
The book is also perfect for Jews and Gentiles who want to learn more about the Jewish People.

Why So Much Scripture?
This book contains a lot of Scripture. Why? When someone is in the Word, God can do whatever
He wants to do in the reader's heart. Also, I have edited the many passages of Scripture so you will
be able to understand the “commentary” I provide. I have also underlined “key” verses within the
passage to help you to understand if you want to quickly revue the passage of Scripture. That said,
wherever possible, I recommend that you read the entire passages of Scripture.
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Jesus gave us His Life…
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Legend
Whenever we come to a Biblical site that you will explore or see when you come to Israel, I will insert
this picture of “eyes.”
Jesus’s Words are in RED.

Page 12 ©2016 by Michael (Ben) Attar
You can read, download, or print this manuscript at www.GoodMoodFoundation.org

“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM
Subtitled “Sound the Trumpets in Zion”

Introduction -The Shofar TrumpetAn Instrument for Celebrating, Praising God and Battling Enemies
As many want to know how to sound the Shofar Trumpet, I’ve put the following at the beginning
of the book so everyone can find it easily.
As you will read in my book, “Sound the Trumpets in Zion,” the Shofar Trumpet was sounded to
celebrate many of Israel’s historical achievements. For example, the Shofar was sounded when
David returned the “Ark of the Covenant” back to Jerusalem and when King Solomon announced
that the First Temple was going to be built. The sounding of the Shofar Trumpet was also always
included whenever the Israelites lifted up their hands and hearts to The Lord. “Shout for joy to the
LORD, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music; make music to the LORD with the harp,
with the harp and the sound of singing, with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn.” The
Israelites also sounded God’s Trumpet in preparation for battle against their enemies, and just as
importantly, it was sounded during their battles. The Shofar Trumpet was just as essential for battle
as the Jewish soldier’s sword and shield.
It’s also important to understand that the sounding of the Shofar Trumpet was not “exclusive” to
the “Old Covenant” as it was introduced before the “Old Covenant” was enacted. God did
introduce “Seven Feasts” for Israel to observe in the “Old Covenant,” however, regarding the fifth
Feast “Trumpets,” the only instruction He gave was to “Sound Trumpets.” He never said, “Stop,”
sounding His Trumpet. Therefore, the sounding of God’s Shofar Trumpet did not go away when
Jesus Christ initiated the “New Covenant.” God intends for His Shofar Trumpet to be sounded
continually as His Church waits for the “Last ‘Shofar’ Trumpet” to be sounded. Remember that
The Shofar Trumpet will be the LAST sound Christians hear before we are “Gathered” to be with
Jesus, and the time of Tribulation begins.
That said, believers rely on prayer, Bible study, fasting, and other Spiritual disciplines for spiritual
growth and for engaging in spiritual battles. But did you know that the sounding of God’s Shofar
Trumpet should also be included in your “spiritual arsenal?” Therefore, I am convinced Christians
are to sound the Shofar Trumpet whenever they have “something” to celebrate. I also believe
Christians are to sound the Shofar in conjunction with their praise and worship to God. And finally,
I’m sure Christians are to sound the Trumpet in preparation for spiritual battles and then during
the heat of these battles. Christians should place their Shofar Trumpet near their Bible in readiness
as God’s directs and moves in their hearts and lives.

God’s Instrument
The “Shofar Trumpet” is God’s instrument, and NO “sound” is nearer to God’s heart. Please
remember that the Shofar is NOT a toy! It is God’s Instrument and should be handled and
sounded accordingly. Therefore, please do NOT play (as an example), “When the Saints go
Marching In” or any other “tune” with the Shofar. To do so would be disrespectful to God and His
instrument. Sounding the Shofar will take practice. It’s all about placing the lips in the perfect
position on the mouthpiece and buzzing your lips. Blow lightly into the mouthpiece.
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How to Sound a Shofar Trumpet
To “Sound” a Modern Trumpet, Shofar Trumpet, or Temple Trumpet, three things are required:
1. Lips-the lips are set and pressed (gently) against the mouthpiece.
2. Tongue-the tongue is used for articulation-making individual sounds-notes.
3. Breath-As breath moves over the tongue and hits the lips. The lips vibrate, producing
the sound of the Trumpet.
All three principles are essential, but “breath” is the “most” important. God is the originator of
“Life,” and He is the One who gives each of us-every “Breath.”
That said, almost anyone can learn to “sound” a “Trumpet” with their lips, tongue, and breath.
However, God wants believers to be “Trumpeters of:”
❖ His Word
❖ His Grace
❖ His Gospel-the Gospel of Jesus Christ
And to do that, lips and a tongue are needful. But we need the “Breath of God”-most of all.
Therefore, for “God’s Breath” (The “Wind” of His Holy Spirit) to come out of us, we must
Breathe “IN:”
❖ God’s Word
❖ God’s Grace
❖ God’s Gospel-the Gospel of Jesus Christ
Then when we exhale, it will be “His Breath” that comes out. And with lips, tongue, and His
Breath, the “Sound” that is produced will be pleasing and “useful” to the LORD.
Following is a prophesy which references the “breath of God.” For thousands of years, The People
of God Israel were exiled from their Land, and they were scattered to the “Four Corners” of the
World. YES, no one thought they would ever “Return,” but God “Breathed LIFE” into their “Dry
Bones,” and Israel was Re-born.
•

“Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word
of the LORD! This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath enter
you, and you will come to life. I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you
and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will
know that I am the LoRD.” Ezekiel 37:5

This prophecy might also be referring to the “Dry Bones” of the millions of Jews after they were
incinerated in the Nazi “ovens.” Either way, the Resurrection of Israel and the Jewish People was
ONLY possible by God’s “Breath.”
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Purchasing a Shofar Trumpet
Consider purchasing a small Shofar Trumpet online and having it mailed to you or contact me, and
I will steer you in the right direction. I prefer the longer “Kudu” Shofar. But the mouthpiece on
the “Kudu” can be problematic. So, if you are considering a longer Kudu Shofar, contact me, and
I will help you with a “fix.”

Memorize the Names and Sounding of the Three Shofar Blasts
1. Tekiah – pronounced “Tuh-KEE-ah,” and is one long, “straight” blast. The long
“straight” blast of “Tekiah” is reminiscent that the God of the Bible is The Lord.
2. Shevarim – pronounced “Shih-Vah-REEM” and is three medium, “wailing” blasts. The
three medium “wailing” blasts of “Shevarim” remind us of loss, crying, and sin.
3. Teruah – pronounced “Tih-ROO-ahh,” and is nine quick blasts in “short” succession.
The nine quick blasts of “Teruah” are meant to gain the hearer's attention-wake up!

Memorize the Three “Series” of Shofar Blasts
Sounding the Shofar follows a specific pattern and is composed of three “sets” of blasts.
The First Series Contains Four Blasts
TEKIAH- SHEVARIM- TERUAH- TEKIAH
SOUND-One Long-Three Medium with a Wailing Effect- Nine Short Staccato-One Long
The Second Series Contains Three Blasts
TEKIAH- SHEVARIM-TEKIAH
SOUND-One Long-Three Medium with a Wailing Effect- One Long.
The Third Series Contains Three Blasts
TEKIAH- TERUAH- TEKIAH
SOUND-One Long- Nine Short Staccato-One Long.

Practice the Three Series
1. One Long (2-3 seconds)-Three Medium with a Wailing Effect (1-2 seconds each) - Nine
Short Staccato-One Long (4-5 seconds).
2. One Long (2-3 seconds)-Three Medium with a Wailing Effect (1-2 seconds each) - One
Long (4-5 seconds).
3. One Long (2-3 seconds)-Nine Short Staccato-One very Long (hold this out as long as
possible).
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Rosh Hashanah
During the Rosh Hashanah (Feast of Trumpets) service, the three series are repeated three times
with prayers and Scripture reading in between. Keep in mind that the FINAL “Tekiah” is called
the “Tekiah ha-Gadol” pronounced “Tuh-KEE-ah, ha-Ga-dol” is a long blast and should be
held out for as long as possible. Therefore, there are 30 Shofar blasts in the three series, and when
each is repeated three times, a total of 90, Shofar blasts sounded during the Rosh Hashanah service.

Sounding the Shofar in Israel
Keep in mind that the Shofar Trumpet, the Israelites, carried with
them into battle, was “small,” and suitable for carrying and sounding.
The much longer Kudu Shofars (pictured I am sounding) was
introduced in “modern times.” Also, remember that the Shofer
Trumpet is HIGHLY regarded in Israel, and you will hear it sounded
during your trip to Israel. However, but please do not buy a Shofar in
Israel and then attempt to sound or practice it while in Israel. You will
only embarrass yourself in front of your friends, and you will cause
the Israelis who hear you, to become angry and bitter towards you and
your group. You need to know what you are doing BEFORE going to Israel. Therefore, if you are
proficient in sounding the Shofar blasts and the three series, then consider taking your Shofar with
you to Israel and experience the joy and excitement of sounding God’s Trumpet in God’s Land. I
highly recommend taking a small Shofar with you to Israel as it will easily fit in your jacket pocket.
I don’t recommend taking the longer Kudu Shofar to Israel unless you are also prepared to buy a
bag for it and are ready to carry it over your shoulder throughout your trip. I take my longer Kudu
Shofar with me to Israel because of its rich sound, and its “look” catches people’s attention. Also,
keep in mind that you should NOT sound the Shofar anywhere and anytime that you want. There
will be venues, dates, and times when sounding the Shofar will be inappropriate and offensive.
Therefore, always ask your Israeli Tour Guide before sounding the Shofar.

New Shofar Music
I especially want to invite “young people” (pre-teen and up) and those with musical interest and
experience, to create “New” Shofar blasts and music using the Shofar. You can experiment by
attaching a clip-on microphone to the end of your Shofar and then connecting it to your computer
or electronics. Then approach your Church Music or Choir Director about using the “New” blasts or
music to start their Church’s Sunday Service and also to sound when your Church comes to Israel.
Anyone can submit a “home video” (to me) of their;
• Shofar playing ability
• New Shofar Blasts.
• Composition of “New Music” using the Shofar.
• The “best” players, compositions, and soundings will be professionally videotaped and posted
on Social media. And “new work” (with permission) will be “published” so that others can
play it too.

Page 16 ©2016 by Michael (Ben) Attar
You can read, download, or print this manuscript at www.GoodMoodFoundation.org

“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM
Subtitled “Sound the Trumpets in Zion”

Contact
I am happy to help you, or your group understand how to sound the Shofar and to fix the mouthpiece
issue. I also have a 90-minute presentation on “God’s Trumpets” that many would love to see. To
schedule or discuss, please feel free to contact to Michael@GoodMoodFoundation.org
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Planning a Trip to Israel is as Easy as 1-2-3
1. Make the decision to GO!
2. Find a Church, Para-Church Ministry, or Tour Operator who is going to Israel. Or, get
“someone” in your Church or organization to lead the tour.
3. Then encourage your friends and “others” to go with you, too.

“Sound the Trumpets in Zion!”

“Next Year in Jerusalem – is Now!”
“And now, compelled by the Spirit,
I am going to Jerusalem!”
Acts 20:22
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The Meaning Behind the Title and Subtitle of This Book
To understand the meaning behind the title of my book “Next Year in Jerusalem is Now,”
subtitled “Sound the Trumpets in Zion,” let’s go back to the “Passover Feast,” which has been
celebrated by the Jewish People for over 3,500 years. During the Passover, the father pours four
cups of wine, and each has a significant meaning. The third cup of wine is called the “Cup of
Redemption” and is the “cup” Jesus took “After Supper” when He introduced His disciples to
what we now call “Communion.” The “4th Cup” of wine is called “Elijah’s Cup” and is distinctly
different than the other three cups. Elijah is the most celebrated person to the Jewish People other
than the “Messiah.” So, after the father pours “Elijah’s Cup, he prayed, “Next Year in Jerusalem.”
Throughout Israel’s history, there were times when the Jewish People controlled Jerusalem and
could celebrate Passover there. However, in 70 AD, the Romans destroyed the Jewish Temple and
the City of Jerusalem. The Jewish People were exiled to the four corners of the World. So for the
past 2,000 years, the Passover ended with the fathers’ prayer, “Next Year in Jerusalem,”
expressing the Jewish people’s desire to return to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover there again.
Then in 1945, after the end of World War 2, the World’s attention focused on the Jewish People
and what they endured during the Holocaust. A series of historical events occurred, culminating
with the State of Israel being ‘re-born on May 14, 1948. God’s “Promised Land,” which they had
occupied for thousands of years earlier, was given back to them, and the Jewish people began
returning to “ZION” (which can refer to God’s People, the Jews, the Land of Israel, and
Jerusalem.) However, “Zion,” Jerusalem, was still not under their control, so the Jews continued
to end the Passover with the prayer, “Next Year in Jerusalem.”
Then again, by God’s miracle-working power, on June 7, 1967, after
the “Six-Day War,” God enabled the Jews to recapture “Zion”Jerusalem. Pictured are some of the paratroopers after they entered
through “The Lion’s Gate” and captured the “Western Wall.” In the
center of the photo is Rabbi Shlomo Goren, chief rabbi of the IDF,
blowing a Shofar (God’s Trumpet). After the “Western Wall” was captured, it is said that Rabbi
Goren was the “first” person to blow the Shofar at the “Western Wall.” And as Rabbi Goren blew
the Shofar Trumpet, he quoted the following verse.
•

“When you go into battle in your own land against an enemy who is oppressing you, sound
a blast on the trumpets. Then you will be remembered by the LORD your God and rescued
from your enemies.” Numbers 10:9

After the Israelis “recaptured” “Zion”- Jerusalem and took over control of the “Western Wall,”
tens of thousands of Jews who were living in Israel ran to “Zion”- Jerusalem, crying in tears. They
shouted, “The Wall is Ours” and “The City is Ours,” and they “wept” for many days. That is why
the Western Wall is also referred to as the Wailing Wall. “Zion”- Jerusalem is now once again
under Israel’s control and is now the Capital of Israel. Jews now live in “Zion” and come to “Zion”
to celebrate the Passover there. Therefore,

“Sound the Trumpets in Zion”
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EL AL Airlines“Israel in the Sky”

“Next Year in Jerusalem—is Now!” TM

There are many airlines to choose from when planning a trip to Israel. However, “EL AL” is our
favorite airline. Keep in mind that the moment you board any EL AL flight (coming or going), you
ARE in Israel. Pictured is Michelle and me taking a selfie on an “EL AL” flight.
We hope that your tour operator or Church leader will choose EL AL when booking your air travel
to Israel.
EL AL also operates in many European countries; therefore, please consider EL AL as your “GoTo” airline wherever you choose to travel.
As you know, many companies have taken economic hits because of the pandemic. But the “travel
industry” has been hit the hardest. Therefore, EL AL has made many changes to improve their
level of service to you, their guests.
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Section One
The Past
“Many Trumpets” Have Been Sounded
Jesus is UNVEILED-His First Coming
Mount Moriah
The story of Abraham and Isaac and the “Shofar Trumpet” (Ram’s Horn) is unveiled. God “called”
Abram to be the father of the Jewish People. God also promises Abram a “son” even though his
wife is beyond child-bearing years. After the “son of promise,” Isaac,” is born, God commands
Abram to sacrifice “Isaac” on Mount Moriah. At the instant Abram is about to bring the knife
down on his son, God intervenes and provides Abram with a “substitute”-a “Ram” caught in the
thicket by its horns. And at that moment, God’s Trumpet is unveiled, as the Ram’s Horn becomes
God’s Trumpet called a “Shofar.” Anyone can sound the Shofar.
Mount Sinai
Israel receives instructions for obeying the “Law or the “Old Covenant.” Before Moses goes up to
receive the Law and when Moses comes down with the Law, God’s Angel's sound Trumpets and
God’s People are afraid. Israel also receives instructions for building the Tabernacle and the
institution of the “Sacrificial System.” Temple Trumpets are introduced, which only the “Priests
could sound. Israel also receives instructions for celebrating, “Seven Feasts.” Later, the Jewish
Nation is enslaved for 400 years in Egypt. Therefore, God raises up Moses, who leads the Nation
of Israel out of “bondage” towards the “Promised Land.” After crossing through the Red Sea, the
Israelites camp at Mount Sinai, Moses meets with God on the “Mount,” and he receives the
“Mosaic Law,” or the “Old Covenant."
Shofar Trumpets and Temple Trumpets
The “Shofar” is a “declarative instrument” and is meant to get the hearer’s attention. Therefore,
before and after Moses receives the Law, God’s people “tremble” as God’s Angels sound
“Trumpets.” Then with the giving of the Mosaic Law, God introduces the “Tabernacle” and the
“Sacrificial System,” which the Priests (“Levites”) oversaw and administered. God also introduces
“Temple Trumpets,” called Silver Trumpets. “Temple Trumpets” were sounded to make
offerings to God, to call the Israelites together or to send them out, for times of rejoicing, and to
mark the start of “Seven Feasts” God gave instructions for the Jewish Nation to observe. God
loves the Trumpet so much that He gave the Trumpet its own feast. And though only “Priests”
could blow the “Temple Trumpets,” anyone could sound the “Shofar Trumpet.” Also, with the
giving of the Law, God ordained a “Year of Jubilee,” which began with the sounding of Trumpets.
Mount Zion
The sounding of Trumpets “connects” many of the people, places, and events in Israel’s history.
Therefore:
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With Trumpets and shouts-the walls of Jericho came down.
Ehud defeats the Moabites and sounds the Trumpet.
Sound the Trumpet-it’s time to praise the Lord.
Israel’s Kings and the sounding of Trumpets.
King Saul sounds the Trumpet presumptuously.
Trumpets are sounded as David returns God’s “Ark” to Jerusalem.
Solomon is anointed King of Israel with Trumpets sounding.
With Trumpets, King Solomon announces, God’s Temple will be built.
King Solomon’s Temple is dedicated with many Trumpets sounding.
King Abijah’s “Priests” sounds Trumpets, and King Jeroboam is defeated.
With Trumpets, God’s Judgments is pronounced on Moab.
Sound Trumpets- King Jehoshaphat celebrates God’s victory.
Joash is anointed King of Judah with Trumpets.
Return to The Lord- faithless Israel, sound Trumpets, and return to Zion.
Gideon defeats the Midianites as “300” Trumpets are sounded.
King Hezekiah purifies the Temple as Trumpets are sounded.
With Trumpets, Jehu is anointed King of Israel.
“Watchmen”-sound the Trumpet.
With Trumpets-the rebuilding of the First Temple begins.
The Foundation of the Temple is now complete-sound Trumpets.
The Rebuilt Temple is completed-sound Trumpets.
Nehemiah begins rebuilding the “Walls of Jerusalem”-sound the Trumpets.
With Trumpets, the “Walls of Jerusalem” are now rebuilt and rededicated.

Zechariah Unveils Messiah’s Second Coming-With Trumpets
Throughout Israel’s history, the Jews were looking forward to the “Coming of their Messiah.”
Then, the prophet, Zechariah, unveils how to recognize Him: “Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of
Zion…See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” Zechariah also unveils Messiah’s ultimate return-His Second
Coming will be preceded with the sounding of a Trumpet. “The LORD will appear over them; his
arrow will flash like lightning. The Sovereign LORD will sound the trumpet; he will march in the
storms of the South.”
Later, the prophet, Jeremiah, announces that a “New Covenant” was coming for “Israel” to replace
the “Old Covenant: “The time is coming, declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.” And with each sounding of God’s Trumpet,
The Messiah’s “First Coming” becomes more imminent.
God is “silent” for 400 years after the last prophet of the Old Testament, Malachi.
John the Baptist Announces that Messiah has Arrived-Sound the Trumpets in Zion
Then “out of the silence,” John the Baptist announces that Messiah has arrived: “Behold the Lamb
of God who takes away the sins of the world.” This is Jesus’ “Triumphal Entry” as He enters
Jerusalem, “riding on a donkey.” Therefore, sound the Trumpets in Zion-Messiah has finally
arrived. But the Jews didn’t recognize or accept Jesus as their Messiah.
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Jesus Confirms His Return Will be Preceded with Trumpets
During His ministry, Jesus “confirms” that God’s Trumpet call will precede His return. “At that
time, the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn.
They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. And he
will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds,
from one end of the heavens to the other.”
God’s “Seven Feasts”
“In the Past” God gave Moses The Law, and in it, God instructed the Jewish People to observe
“Seven Feasts.” They are Passover, Unleavened Bread, First Fruits, Pentecost, Trumpets, “Day of
Atonement, and Tabernacles. Interestingly, Jesus Christ fulfilled the first four Feasts “perfectly.”
1. The “Old Covenant” ended, and the “New Covenant” began when Jesus, the “Passover Lamb,
“died on the first Feast of “Passover.”
2. Jesus was buried on the same evening on the second Feast, “Unleavened Bread.”
3. Jesus arose from the grave three days later, on the third Feast, “First Fruits.”
4. After His resurrection, Jesus appeared to His disciples for 40 days and then ascended into
Heaven where He sits at the “right hand” of His Father. Then Jesus sent down the “Holy Spirit”
on the fourth Feast, “Day of Pentecost.” The Holy Spirit is the “surety” or “guarantee” that
Jesus will return. “Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy
Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are
God’s possession.”
As we will see in “Section Two” (The Present,) the Church of Jesus Christ is waiting for the sound
of the “Last Shofar Trumpet” to be sounded, and then the “Church” will be gathered (raptured) to
be with Jesus Christ fulfilling the Fifth Feast perfectly. Then in “Section Three” (The Future), “one
day,” all of Israel will be “saved” and what a “Day of Atonement” that will be and fulfilling the
sixth Feast. Then in the “New Jerusalem,” we will rule and reign with Jesus Christ for 1,000 years
as we “Tabernacle” with Jesus and fulfilling the Seventh Feast perfectly, too.
John Hears a Loud Voice LIKE a Trumpet. It’s Jesus
Still in “Present Time,” about 65 years after Jesus’ ascension, “John” is on the Island of Patmos,
and he records “Revelation.” John also hears a Loud Voice LIKE a Trumpet. It’s Jesus, who
instructs John to write “Seven Letters” to Seven Churches.” “I, John…was on the island of
Patmos… On the Lord’s Day, I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet,
“Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches… “Write, therefore, what you
have seen, what is now, and what will take place later.”
God’s Throne Room
After writing “Seven Letters,” John is ushered “up” into God’s Throne Room, and he records the
“events,” Jesus shows him must take place in the future. “After this, I looked, and there before
me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a
trumpet said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.”
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The Sounding of God’s Trumpets
God’s Shofar Trumpet is Unveiled to Abram on Mount Moriah

This is a picture of the “Temple Mount” and, in my opinion, is the MOST important Biblical site.
• Biblical scholars believe the “Garden of Eden” was located at or near the Temple Mount.
• The “Temple Mount” was the location of the First Temple and the Second Temple.
• This will be the location where the Jews will build the Third Temple.
The “Temple Mount” is also the “center point” of the earth, and because of the “above” is the
most valuable and contentious piece of real estate on the planet.
The Temple Mount is also the location of “Mount Moriah,” where the story of Abraham and
Isaac finds its conclusion, and the Shofar Trumpet is first introduced.
Here on “Mount Moriah,” God directed Abraham to offer his “one
and only son” Isaac (the “son of promise”) as a sacrifice. But at
the moment, Abram is about to bring his knife down, God supplies
a “substitute,” a ram caught in the thicket. Therefore, God chose
the “Ram’s Horn” to be His Trumpet called a “Shofar.”
•

“Sometime later, God tested Abraham. He said to him,
“Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. Then God said,
“Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and
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go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains,
I will tell you about.” Early the next morning, Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He
took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the
burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. On the third day, Abraham
looked up and saw the place in the distance. He said to his servants, “Stay here with the
donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will
worship, and then we will come back to you.” Abraham
took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his
son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife.
As the two of them went on together, Isaac spoke up and
said to his father Abraham, “Father?” “Yes, my son?”
Abraham replied. “The fire and wood are here,” Isaac
said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”
Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.”
And the two of them went on together. When they reached the place God had told him
about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac
and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then he reached out his hand and took the
knife to slay his son. But the angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven, “Abraham!
Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do
anything to him. Now I know that you fear God because you have not withheld from me,
your son, your only son. Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught
by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering
instead of his son. So, Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this
day, it is said, “On the mountain of the LORD, it will be provided.” The angel of the LORD
called to Abraham from heaven a second time and said, “I swear by myself, declares the
LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I
will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as
the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their
enemies, and through your offspring, all nations on earth will be blessed because you have
obeyed me.” Genesis 22:1–18

Page 25 ©2016 by Michael (Ben) Attar
You can read, download, or print this manuscript at www.GoodMoodFoundation.org

“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM
Subtitled “Sound the Trumpets in Zion”

The Outer Wall Surrounding the Temple Mount

“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a
chosen and precious
cornerstone, and the one who
trusts in him will never be put
to shame.” 1 Peter 2:6

When you tour Israel, you will see the perimeter ‘Wall” surrounding the Temple Mount, where
the First and Second Temple once stood. No picture can describe the massiveness of each stone
used to build the outer wall. Pictured is a “Corner Stone.”
Jesus Christ is the “Cornerstone of Zion.” He came for His own, the Jews, but they rejected
Him, so He extended His grace to include the Gentiles.
➢ “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall
around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to
some farmers and went away on a journey. When the harvest time approached, he sent his
servants to the tenants to collect his fruit. “The tenants seized his servants; they beat one,
killed another, and stoned a third. Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first
time, and the tenants treated them the same way. Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They
will respect my son,’ he said. “But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other,
‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ So, they took him and threw
him out of the vineyard and killed him. “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes,
what will he do to those tenants?” “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they
replied, “and he will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the
crop at harvest time.” “Have you never read in the Scriptures: “‘The stone the builders
rejected has become the capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our
eyes’? “Therefore, I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and
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given to a people who will produce its fruit. He who falls on this stone will be broken to
pieces, but he on whom it falls will be crushed.” Matthew 21:33-43

The Temple was destroyed just as Jesus predicted.
➢ “As he was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher! What
massive stones! What magnificent buildings!” Do you see all these great buildings?”
replied Jesus. “Not one stone here will be left on another; everyone will be thrown down.”
Mark 13:1–2
I’m also reminded that “believers” are “Living Stones” God is using to build His Kingdom.
•

“You…like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood,
offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ… “See, I lay a stone
in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never
be put to shame.” Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do
not believe, “The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone,” and, “A stone that
causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they
disobey the message…But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of
darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people
of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. “1 Peter 2:4–
10

God’s Trumpet is Heard for the First Time at Mount Sinai
The “Nation of Israel” is in captivity under the
Egyptian Pharaoh for 400 years. They cry out
for a “Deliverer,” and God raises up Moses.
After a series of “Ten Plagues,” God lashes
against the Pharaoh and the Egyptians, Moses
leads the Nation of Israel out of Egypt towards
the “Promised Land.”
And after crossing “through” the Red Sea, the
Israelites arrived at Mount Sinai. Moses goes
up the “Mount” eight different times to meet with God. On his sixth time up, Moses receives the
“Old Covenant,” also known as the “Fifth Covenant.” We’ll review all of God’s Covenants later.
But before Moses comes down Mount Sinai, God’s Angel's Sound Trumpets.
•

“Be ready by the third day, because on that day the LORD will come down on Mount Sinai
in the sight of all the people…Be careful that you do not go up the mountain or touch the
foot of it. Only when the ram’s horn sounds a long blast may they go up to the
mountain... On the morning of the third day, there was thunder and lightning, with a thick
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cloud over the mountain and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp
trembled. Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood
at the foot of the mountain. Mount Sinai was covered with smoke…the whole mountain
trembled violently, and the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder.”
Also, after Moses comes down Mount Sinai with the Law, God’s Angel's sound Trumpets.
•

When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain
in smoke, they trembled with fear. Exodus 19:1–20:21

And when Moses came down with the Law, he found that the Israelites had made a golden cow
and were worshipping it. The Jews were committing idolatry, and therefore in God’s punishment,
3,000 Jews were killed that day.
The Mosaic Law or “Old Covenant” that Moses received encompasses three parts:
1. The Ten Commandments.
2. The Ordinances-instructions for sacrifices, dietary restrictions, and blessings for
obedience, curses for disobedience, and the death penalty for certain sins.
3. The Worship System-including Levitical priesthood, Tabernacle, offerings, and Feasts.
In the Law, God:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Reveals His Righteousness and Holy character.
Sets Israel apart from all other nations.
Reveals the sinfulness of man.
Provides forgiveness of sins through sacrifices.
Provides avenues for worship.
Provides spiritual direction.
Reveals the need for a Messiah.
Points us to the Messiah-Jesus.

The “Old Covenant” Law consisted of 613 Laws, and every violation and disobedience received
its just punishment. Consider this Jewish man, who most likely wanted some wood to make a fire
and cook some food.
•

“While the Israelites were in the desert, a man was found gathering wood on the Sabbath
day. Those who found him gathering wood brought him to Moses and Aaron and the whole
assembly, and they kept him in custody because it was not clear what should be done to
him. Then the LORD said to Moses, “The man must die. The whole assembly must stone
him outside the camp.” So, the assembly took him outside the camp and stoned him to
death, as the LORD commanded Moses.” Numbers 15:32–36

“Temple Trumpets” are Introduced
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With the giving of the Law to Moses, God introduces “Temple Trumpets,” which is also called
“Silver Trumpets.” While anyone could blow the Ram’s Horn (Shofar Trumpet), the “Temple
Trumpets” were reserved solely for use by the Priests (Levites).
The “Temple Trumpets” were sounded to:
✓ Call the Israelites to gather together and for sending them out.
✓ Call God to help them during battle.
✓ Usher a time for rejoicing. I.E., Jewish Feasts.
✓ Make offerings to God.
•

“Make two trumpets of hammered silver and use them for
calling the community together and for having the camps set
out. When both are sounded, the whole community is to
assemble before you at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. If
only one is sounded, the leaders—the heads of the clans of
Israel—are to assemble before you. When a trumpet blast is
sounded, the tribes camping on the east are to set out. At the
sounding of a second blast, the camps on the south are to set
out... gather the assembly, blow the trumpets, but not with the
same signal. “The sons of Aaron, the priests, are to blow the
trumpets…When you go into battle in your own land against an
enemy who is oppressing you, sound a blast on the trumpets.
Then you will be remembered by the LORD your God and
rescued from your enemies. Also, at your times of rejoicing—your appointed feasts and
New Moon festivals—you are to sound the trumpets over your burnt offerings and
fellowship offerings, and they will be a memorial for you before your God. I am the LORD
your God.” Numbers 9:15–10:11

Davidson Center Museum- “Place of Trumpeting”
On your tour to Israel, your tour
group
may choose to visit the Davidson
Center
Museum in Jerusalem. And in the
“Archaeological Park,” you can see a “Trumpeting Stone”
(pictured), which was situated on Top of the “Southwest
Corner” of The First and Second Temple.
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Within, the “Trumpeting Stone” was a “place” where a Priest would stand to blow the “Temple
Trumpet” (see the picture).
On the “Trumpeting Stone” is an inscription that reads in
part, “To the Place of Trumpeting.”
Keep in mind that the earthly “Temple” was a “copy or
shadow” of the “Heavenly “Temple.” Therefore, there must
be a “Place of Trumpeting” in the “Heavenly Temple.” At
the end of our journey, I’ll show you what is going to
happen at the “Place of Trumpeting” in the “Heavenly
“Temple.” I can’t wait to show you.

God Introduces “Seven Feasts”
With the Law, God also gave Moses instructions for observing “Seven Feasts.” They are:
1. Passover
2. Unleavened Bread
3. First Fruits
4. Pentecost
5. Trumpets
6. Day of Atonement
7. Tabernacles
•

“The LORD’s Passover begins at twilight on the fourteenth day of the first month. On the
fifteenth day of that month, the LORD’s Feast of Unleavened Bread begins; for seven days,
you must eat bread made without yeast...From wherever you live, bring two loaves made
of two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour, baked with yeast, as a wave offering of First Fruits
to the LORD…Count off fifty days up to the day after the seventh Sabbath, and then present
an offering of new grain to the LORD. [Feast of Pentecost or Feast of Weeks]. On the first
day of the seventh month, you are to have a day of rest, a sacred assembly commemorated
with trumpet blasts [Feast of Trumpets]. The tenth day of this seventh month is the Day of
Atonement…when atonement is made for you before the LORD your God…On the fifteenth
day of the seventh month, the LORD’s Feast of Tabernacles begins.”
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Understanding God’s “Seven Feasts” is essential for laying a foundation to understand many of
the stories related to God’s Trumpets. Therefore, please review the following chart.
The first four Feasts” paint a “Picture” of what Jesus has already done.
1. Jesus was crucified on Passover.
2. Jesus was buried on Unleavened Bread.
3. Jesus rose from the grave on the “Third Day,” which is First Fruits.
4. Jesus sends down the “Holy Spirit” on the Feast of Pentecost.
Jesus Christ fulfilled the first four Feasts, perfectly and He will fulfill the final three Feasts, too.
We are now in a “Period,” called the “Church Age,” also called the “Last Days” or the “Time of
the Gentiles.” During this “time,” God is extending His grace, mercy, and Salvation to the Gentiles.
Therefore, God has put His People-The Jews “aside” for a “time.” That said, it is essential to
understand that God has NOT replaced Israel with the Church. Instead, when the “full measure”
of the Gentiles has come in (the last Gentile has believed the Gospel of Jesus Christ), God will
initiate the sounding of the “Last Trumpet.”
The last three Feasts” paint a “Picture” of what Jesus will do in the future.
5. After the “Last Trumpet” has sounded, believers will be “Gathered” to be with Jesus. This
is also called the “Rapture” and is represented by the “Feast of Trumpets.”
6. Those “Left Behind” will endure a time of “Tribulation,” which will last for “Seven Years.”
Many events will take place to include the “Battle of Armageddon.” Israel will not be
annihilated as God comes to Her rescue, again. Then “Surviving Israel” (Jews in Israel who
have survived) will finally believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ. They will be “saved,” and
what a “Day of Atonement” it will be, represented by the Feast of “Day of Atonement.”
7. God will then establish a “New Heaven,” a “New Earth,” and a “New Jerusalem.” ALL
believers will return to join Jesus Christ (His Second Coming) in the “New Jerusalem,”
and we will “Tabernacle” with Him for 1,000 years (the Millennial Reign). We will also
live in “rooms” (called Tabernacles) and is represented by the “Feast of Tabernacles.”
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Timeline of God’s “Seven Feasts”

Understanding the “day and month” God’s “Seven Feasts” occurred is also essential for
understanding many of the stories related to God’s Trumpet. Therefore, please review this chart.

Feast of Trumpets
God loves the Trumpet so much that He gave the Trumpet its own Feast-Feast of “Trumpets.”
Also, each Feast had a “list” of specific instructions for how to observe that Feast. But regarding
the “Feast of Trumpets,” essentially, the only direction God gives is, “Blow the Trumpet.”
•
•

“The LORD said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites: ‘On the first day of the seventh month
you are to have a day of rest, a sacred assembly commemorated with trumpet blasts. Do
no regular work, but present an offering made to the LORD by fire.’” Leviticus 23:23–25
“On the first day of the seventh month, hold a sacred assembly, and do no regular work. It
is a day for you to sound the trumpets.” Numbers 29:1–6
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Israel’s Modern Calendar

For thousands of years, God’s People operated in an “Agrarian Economy” and would “offer” God
the First Fruits of their crops and produce each year.
However, Israel no longer lives in this type of “economy,” so they’ve chosen to eliminate the
celebration of “First Fruits” altogether.
And though it’s true, crops and produce are not the “mainstay” of Israel’s Modern Economy. God
“never” intended for any of His Feasts to be eliminated. Therefore, God’s intent was for Passover
to be the “beginning” or “Start” of His People’s “New Year.” However, Modern Jews have
removed “First Fruits” altogether. And instead of beginning the Jewish ‘New Year” on Passover,
modern Jews now start “their” New Year (called Rosh Hashanah) on the” Feast of Trumpets.”
So, to signify these points.
▪ I’ve placed an “X” on the Feast of First Fruits to indicate Modern Jews no longer celebrate.
▪ I’ve also placed a “Check Mark” on the Feast of Trumpets to indicate Modern Jews now
begin “their” New Year on this Feast.
In summary, with the “changes” made to Israel’s calendar, God’s original intent to reveal Himself
and the Messiah via His “Seven Feasts” has been convoluted.

Sound the Trumpet-The Year of Jubilee Begins
With the instructions, God gave Moses on Mount Sinai, (The Law). God also established the
“Year of Jubilee.” And it was celebrated with the sounding of Trumpets. So, to fully understand
the “Year of Jubilee,” we must realize that throughout His Word, there are “events,” “numbers,”
and “commonalities,” which occur again and again. The term used to describe this is called
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“Repetitive Cycles.” For example, every seven days is a “Sabbath Day of Rest.” On the Sabbath,
the Jews rested just as God rested on the seventh day after He created “everything,” including man
and woman. With this in mind, every seven years is a “cycle of rest” called a “Shemittah.” And
on the “Shemittah,” the Israelites would cancel debts owed to each other.
•

“At the end of every seven years, you must cancel debts…Every creditor shall cancel the
loan he has made to his fellow Israelite. He shall not require payment from his fellow
Israelite…You may require payment from a foreigner, but you must cancel any debt your
brother owes you…do not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward your poor brother. Rather
be openhanded and freely lend him whatever he needs. Be careful not to harbor this
wicked thought: “The seventh year, the year for canceling debts, is near,” so that you do
not show ill will toward your needy brother and give him nothing. He may then appeal to
the LORD against you, and you will be found guilty of sin. Give generously to him…then
because of this, the LORD your God will bless you in all your work…There will always
be poor people in the land.” Deuteronomy 15:1–11

Also, on the “Shemittah,” the Israelites were to let the “Land” rest, too.
•

“The LORD said to Moses on Mount Sinai, “Speak to the Israelites… ‘When you enter the
land…the land itself must observe a sabbath to the LORD. For six years sow your fields,
and for six years prune your vineyards and gather their crops. But in the seventh year, the
land is to have a sabbath of rest…Do not sow your fields or prune your vineyards. Do not
reap what grows of itself or harvest the grapes of your untended vines. The land is to have
a year of rest.” Leviticus 25:1–7

Therefore, after a “repetitive cycle” of “Seven Shemittahs” or 49 years, on the following year
(“50th year”) is what God calls “The Year of Jubilee.” During the “Jubilee Year,” debts were
forgiven, land restored to families who had to sell it to repay a debt, and slaves who were sold to
repay debt were freed. Also, all labor ceased during the “Jubilee Year.”
Interestingly, the word “Jubilee” means “Ram’s Horn” in Hebrew. So, the Ram’s Horn or
Shofar Trumpet was sounded to mark the beginning of the Jubilee.
•

“Count off seven sabbaths of years—seven times seven years—so that the seven sabbaths of
years amount to a period of forty-nine years. Then have the trumpet sounded everywhere on
the tenth day of the seventh month; on the Day of Atonement sound the trumpet throughout
your land. Consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its
inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you.” Leviticus 25:8–13

The “Year of Jubilee” is a “picture” of our redemption through the “New Covenant” instituted
by Jesus Christ. Just like “slaves, land, and homes” who were redeemed- “Set Free.” Jesus came
to “set free” the captives” (believers) from the captivity of sin. Therefore, by Jesus’ “Finished
Work” on the cross, those who “believe” are released from sin’s captivity.
•

“There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because…the law of the
Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death…law was powerless to do…God did
by sending his own Son…to be a sin offering. And so, he condemned sin in sinful man, in
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order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live
according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.” Romans 8:1–4
•

“Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely not! For if a law had been
given that could impart life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law. But
the Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin, so that what was promised,
being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe. Before this
faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed. So,
the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith.” Galatians
3:21–25

Now let’s continue our journey by understanding “Israel” and the Jewish people.

Understanding “Israel” and the Jewish People
Who is Israel?
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Let’s answer the question, “Who is Israel?”
“Israel” refers to the Land of Israel and the Jewish People-God’s chosen.
Please familiarize yourself with this chart. It outlines; the timeline of the “Seven Periods” of
Israel’s history and also includes “Key People” and the “Ruling Empires” in each period. In our
journey together, we will cover each of the people mentioned.
To begin:
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are Israel’s patriarchs. They lived in Canaan, which later became
known as the Land of Israel. Here is a short chronology of the “People of God.”
Abram (Abraham)-is the father of the Hebrew Nation. He and his wife, Sarah, were unable to
conceive a child, so God promises Abraham a child-the “son of promise.” God also promises to
make the descendants of Abraham as numerous as the stars in the Heavens. Abraham believes
God, and it is credited to him as “righteousness.” However, Sarah is impatient with God about a
promised child. So, she instructs Abraham to sleep with her maidservant Hagar, and she births a
child they name “Ishmael.”
In time, God honors the covenant He “cut” with Abraham. Sarah births the “son of promise,” and
they name him Isaac. Then God directs Abraham to offer his “one and only son” Isaac as a sacrifice
on Mount Moriah. In obedience to God, Abraham offers his son Isaac, but at the last moment, God
supplies a “substitute”-a ram caught in the thicket.
Isaac and his wife Rebekah had twin sons named Esau and Jacob.
Scripture reveals the twin boys “struggled” together in Rebekah’s womb, which “foreshadows”
what would be their tumultuous relationship.
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Esau was a hunter, and his younger brother, Jacob, was for lack of a better term- a “homebody.”
One day, Esau came back from the field and was faint from hunger and told his brother, Jacob,
“feed me.” However, Jacob takes advantage of the situation and agrees to feed his brother Esau
with a bowl of soup in exchange for his “birthright.” Keep in mind that because Esau was the
firstborn, he was entitled to the “birthright,” which included his father’s “blessing” and a larger
share of his father’s inheritance. But Esau despised his birthright and agreed to sell it to Jacob.
Many years later, when Isaac was near death, and it was time to give Esau his “blessing,” Isaac
tells Esau to hunt for a “special meal” and that afterward, he would pronounce his blessing.
However, Rebekah overhears the conversation and helps Jacob to disguise himself as Esau and to
bring Isaac the “special meal.” Isaac has poor eyesight, and so he pronounces the “blessing” on
Jacob instead of Esau. Later, Esau comes back from the field and discovers what had happened.
But it was too late. The “Father’s Blessing” had been pronounced on Jacob.
Interestingly, Esau “claims” that his brother Jacob “took” (stole) his “birthright” and his
“blessing.” This is not true when, in fact, Esau “Sold” his birthright to Jacob for a bowl of soup.
The writer of Hebrews refers to this story, admonishing his readers NOT to be Godless-like Esau.
•

“Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness, no one
will see the Lord. See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows
up to cause trouble and defile many. See that no one is sexually immoral, or is godless like
Esau, who for a single meal, sold his inheritance rights as the oldest son…when he wanted
to inherit this blessing, he was rejected.” Hebrews 12:14–17

Esau was angry towards his brother, Jacob, because Jacob had received their father’s blessing.
Therefore, Esau planned to kill his brother.
•

“Esau held a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing his father had given him. He
said to himself, “The days of mourning for my father are near; then I will kill my brother
Jacob.” Genesis 27:41

When their mother, Rebekah, learns that Esau wanted to kill his brother, Jacob, she sent him to her
brother Laban. Eventually, Jacob would marry, have a family, and prosper.
Jacob had twelve sons, and then God changes Jacob’s name to “Israel” (Genesis 32:29). Jacob’s
twelve sons become known as the “Twelve Tribes of Israel”- the Nation of Israel.
God also promises Jacob:
1. A Specific Land.
2. Many Descendants.
3. They Will be a Blessing to ALL Nations.
• “I am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham, and the God of Isaac. I will give you and
your descendants the land on which you are lying. Your descendants will be like the dust
of the earth…All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring. I am
with you…I will bring you back to this land.” Genesis 28:13–15
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That said, keep in mind that Ishmael and Esau are the “fathers” of all nations represented in the
Middle East. All the unrest in the Middle East can be traced back to them. But also remember that
the Jewish people (Jacob’s 12 Sons) are related to their “cousin” Ishmael and their father, Jacob’s
“brother” Esau. Therefore, can there ever be “Peace” amongst “family?” The answer is YES! In
Genesis, chapter 32 and 33 is the story of Esau and Jacob’s eventual reconciliation.
•

“Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; he threw his arms around his neck and kissed
him. And they wept.”

Joseph was Jacob’s favorite son. Joseph had two dreams, and his brothers hated him for it. So,
they sold Joseph, and he became a slave. Eventually, Joseph interprets the Egyptian Pharaoh’s
dream. Joseph predicts seven years of abundance followed by seven years of drought in Egypt.
The Pharaoh listens and begins storing grain. Joseph is also promoted to “second in command”
over Egypt. During the period of drought, Joseph’s brothers come to Egypt to buy grain and are
eventually reunited with their “lost” brother. Joseph’s father, Jacob, and his sons move to Egypt.
Soon a new Pharaoh comes to power and forgets about how Joseph saved Egypt. This new Pharaoh
persecutes the people of Israel, and they are turned into slaves for 400 years.
Moses-worked as a shepherd for 40 years before God appeared to Moses in a burning bush. God
commands Moses to go to the Pharaoh and demand: “Let My People Go.” Moses goes to the
Pharaoh and demands that he let the Israelites go, but he refuses. God institutes a series of ten
plagues. Before the last plague (Death Angel), God instructs every Jewish family to kill a spotless
lamb and sprinkle the blood on the doorposts of their houses so that when the Death Angel came,
he would “Passover.” The Death Angel came and killed every firstborn in Egypt.
Exodus-The death of all first-born convinces the Pharaoh to let the Israelites leave Egypt.
However, the Pharaoh has a sudden change of heart and pursues the Israelites to the Red Sea. God
miraculously parts the Red Sea allowing the Israelites to cross over. But the waters of the Red Sea
cave in on the pursuing Egyptians, and they all drown. The children of God travel through the
wilderness towards the Promised Land—Canaan. When they reached Mount Sinai, God gives
Moses the Law. Part of the Law instructs the Israelites to make a “tent” called a Tabernacle. This
is where God would dwell. God also institutes a High Priest and priests (Levites from the tribe of
Levi) who could offer sacrifices on behalf of the Israelites to God at the Tabernacle.
The Promised Land-The Jewish Nation reaches the Promised Land. Moses sends out twelve spies
(one from each of the twelve Tribes of Israel) to scout the Land out and report back. Ten of the
spies return and say that the land is impossible to possess. The other two spies Joshua and Caleb,
believe they can own the land. However, the Israelites choose to believe the ten unbelieving spies.
So, God punishes the Israelites, and they wander in the wilderness for 40 years.
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•

“Moses sent them to explore Canaan…Do your best to bring back some of the fruit of the
land… When they reached the Valley of Eshcol, they cut off a branch bearing a single
cluster of grapes…At the end of forty days, they returned from exploring the land. They
came back to Moses and Aaron, and the whole Israelite
community at Kadesh in the Desert of Paran…They
gave Moses this account: “We went into the land to
which you sent us, and it does flow with milk and
honey! Here is its fruit. But the people who live there
are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very
large…Then Caleb… said, “We should go up and take
possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.” But
the men who had gone up with him said, “We can’t
attack those people; they are stronger than we are.” And
they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land they had explored…That
night… all the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron… “We should choose a leader
and go back to Egypt.” Then Moses and Aaron fell face down in front of the whole Israelite
assembly gathered there. Joshua, son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were among
those who had explored the land, tore their clothes and said to the entire Israelite assembly,
“The land we passed through and explored is exceedingly good. If the LORD is pleased
with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it
to us. Only do not rebel against the LORD. And do not be afraid of the people of the land,
because we will swallow them up…Do not be afraid of them. But the whole assembly
talked about stoning them. Then the glory of the LORD appeared at the Tent of Meeting to
all the Israelites. The LORD said to Moses, “How long will these people treat me with
contempt? How long will they refuse to believe in me, despite all the miraculous signs I
have performed among them?... In this desert, your bodies will fall—every one of you
twenty years old or more…except Caleb, son of Jephunneh, and Joshua, son of Nun. As
for your children that you said would be taken as plunder, I will bring them in to enjoy the
land you have rejected...for forty years, suffering for your unfaithfulness, until the last of
your bodies lies in the desert. For forty years—one year for each of the forty days you
explored the land—you will suffer for your sins and know what it is like to have me against
you.” Numbers 13:1–14:45

Joshua-After the Exodus and wandering in the desert for forty years, the Jews entered the
Promised Land under the leadership of Moses’s successor, Joshua.
Judges-Gideon, Jephthah, Samson, and others delivered Israel from their enemies. However,
during the reign of the last judge-Samuel, Israel demands a King like all the nations around them.
But most of their Kings were evil. Israel continues to follow a pattern or “cycle of sin.”
Kings-Israel’s first king was Saul. He was wicked and disobeyed God's commandments. After
Saul died, David became their next King. However, David committed adultery with Bathsheba
and had her husband, Uriah, killed. David repented, and God considered David “A man after His
own heart.” Then when King David died, his son, Solomon, becomes the next King. Solomon built
the First Temple in Jerusalem.
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Divided Kingdom-After King Solomon died. The “Twelve Tribes” of Israel split in two.
❖ The House of Israel-Ten Tribes formed the “Northern Kingdom” of Israel. They are:
Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, and Joseph
❖ The House of Judah-Two Tribes formed the “Southern Kingdom” of Judah. They are
Judah and Benjamin. Jesus Christ comes from the “Line of Judah.”

Meet Jacob - “Israel”
The story of Jacob is foundational for understanding the “history” of Israel.
We meet up with Jacob when his father, Isaac, blesses him.
•

“So, Isaac called for Jacob and blessed him and commanded him…take a wife for yourself
from among the daughters of Laban, your mother’s brother. May God Almighty bless you
and make you fruitful and increase your numbers until you become a community of
peoples. May he give you and your descendants the blessing given to Abraham, so that you
may take possession of the land where you now live as an alien, the land God gave to
Abraham.” Genesis 28:1–5

God promises Jacob, a specific land, many descendants, and to be a Blessing to ALL Nations.
•

•

“I am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham, and the God of Isaac. I will give you and
your descendants the land on which you are lying. Your descendants will be like the dust of
the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south.
All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring. I am with you and will
watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you
until I have done what I have promised you.” Genesis 28:13–15

Jacob finds Laban, falls in love with his younger daughter, Rachel, and agrees to work for Laban
for seven years so he can marry Rachel.
•

“Jacob was in love with Rachel and said, “I’ll work for you seven years in return for your
younger daughter, Rachel.” Laban said, “It’s better that I give her to you than to some other
man. Stay here with me.” So, Jacob served seven years to get Rachel, but they seemed like
only a few days to him because of his love for her.” Genesis 29:18–20

After seven years, Jacob asks Laban for Rachel. Unknowingly, on the wedding night, Jacob is
given Laban’s older daughter Leah instead.
•

“Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife. My time is completed, and I want to lie with her.”
So, Laban brought together all the people of the place and gave a feast. But when evening
came, he took his daughter Leah and gave her to Jacob, and Jacob lay with her.” Genesis
29:21–23

Jacob realizes Laban has deceived him. But he wants Rachel, so he agrees to work for Laban for
another seven years.
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•

“When morning came, there was Leah! So, Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have
done to me? I served you for Rachel, didn’t I? Why have you deceived me?” Laban replied,
“It is not our custom here to give the younger daughter in marriage before the older one.
Finish this daughter’s bridal week; then we will give you the younger one also, in return
for another seven years of work.” Genesis 29:25–27

Here is the genealogy of Jacob’s twelve sons who would become the Nation of Israel.
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Jacob does not love Leah, but God gives her children, Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah.
Rachel (the woman he loves dearly) is unable to become pregnant, so she gives Jacob her
maidservant, and she has two children: Dan and Naphtali.
Leah is now unable to have children, so she gives Jacob her maidservant, and she has two
children: Gad and Asher.
In exchange for some mandrake plants, Rachel allows Leah to sleep with Jacob and bears
two more children, Issachar, and Zebulun.
Finally, God opens Rachel’s womb (the wife Jacob LOVES), and she has a son, Joseph.

After Joseph’s birth, Jacob tells Laban he wants to take his family back to his homeland. Laban
insists Jacob stays, and they come up with an arrangement involving sheep and goats.
•

“After Rachel gave birth to Joseph, Jacob said to Laban, “Send me on my way so I can go
back to my own homeland... But Laban said to him, “If I have found favor in your eyes,
please stay. I have learned by divination that the LORD has blessed me because of you.” He
added, “Name your wages, and I will pay them… “Don’t give me anything,” Jacob replied.
“But if you will do this one thing for me, I will go on tending your flocks and watching
over them: Let me go through all your flocks today and remove from them every speckled
or spotted sheep, every dark-colored lamb and every spotted or speckled goat. They will
be my wages. And my honesty will testify for me in the future, whenever you check on
the wages you have paid me. Any goat in my possession that is not speckled or spotted, or
any lamb that is not dark-colored, will be considered stolen.” “Agreed,” said Laban. “Let
it be as you have said…” Genesis 30:25-36

Jacob’s “arrangement” is “payback” for the deception Laban perpetrated on him.
•

“Jacob, however, took fresh-cut branches from poplar, almond and plane trees and made
white stripes on them by peeling the bark and exposing the white inner wood of the
branches. Then he placed the peeled branches in all the watering troughs so that they would
be directly in front of the flocks when they came to drink. When the flocks were in heat
and came to drink, they mated in front of the branches. And they bore young that were
streaked or speckled or spotted. Jacob set apart the young of the flock by themselves but
made the rest face the streaked and dark-colored animals that belonged to Laban. Thus, he
made separate flocks for himself and did not put them with Laban’s animals. Whenever
the stronger females were in heat, Jacob would place the branches in the troughs in front
of the animals so they would mate near the branches, but if the animals were weak, he
would not place them there. So, the weak animals went to Laban and the strong ones to
Jacob. In this way, the man grew exceedingly prosperous and came to own large flocks,
and maidservants and menservants, and camels and donkeys. Genesis 30:37–43
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Jacob “struggles” with one of God’s Angels. God renames Jacob – “Israel.” Rachel gives birth to
Jacob’s 12th son Benjamin, and she dies.
•

“Then the LORD said to Jacob, “Go back to the land of your fathers and to your relatives,
and I will be with you… Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two maidservants and
his eleven sons and crossed the ford of the Jabbok…So Jacob was left alone, and a man
wrestled with him till daybreak. When the man saw that he could not overpower him, he
touched the socket of Jacob’s hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man.
Then the man said, “Let me go, for it is daybreak.” But Jacob replied, “I will not let you
go unless you bless me.” The man asked him, “What is your name?” “Jacob,” he answered.
Then the man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel because you have
struggled with God and with men and have overcome...And God said to him, “I am God
Almighty…A nation and a community of nations will come from you, and kings will come
from your body. The land I gave to Abraham and Isaac I also give to you, and I will give
this land to your descendants after you…Rachel began to give birth…as she breathed her
last—for she was dying—she named her son Ben-Oni. But his father named him
Benjamin.” Genesis 31-35:18

Meet Malachi- God LOVES “Israel”
Again, “Israel” refers to the Land of Israel and to the People of Israel-God’s Chosen.
We will now jump to the last book in the Old Testament—Malachi. Here is an obscure but essential
passage of Scripture that illustrates God’s love for His people—Israel.
To begin, you will recall that Isaac (“the son of promise”) had two twin sons:
1. Esau – from his line are birthed the Edomites. The Edomites encompass one of the
people groups who became what is known today as the Country of Jordan.
2. Jacob -later, God changes Jacob’s name to “Israel.” Jacob’s 12 sons become known as
the “12 Tribes of Israel.” After King Solomon died, the 12 Tribes split into two groups:
▪ The Northern Kingdom became known as the- “House of Israel.”
▪ The Southern Kingdom became known as the- “House of Judah.”
Here is the passage of Scripture regarding God’s LOVE for Israel.
•

“The word of the LORD to Israel through Malachi. “I have loved you,” says the LORD. “But
you ask, ‘How have you loved us?’ “Was not Esau Jacob’s brother?” the LORD says. “Yet
I have loved Jacob, but Esau I have hated, and I have turned his mountains into a wasteland
and left his inheritance to the desert jackals.” Malachi 1:1–3

God begins by telling the Jewish people, “I have loved you.” Interestingly, this is the FIRST time
in recorded Scripture, that God says, “I have loved you.” From Genesis through the beginning of
Malachi, a span of fifteen hundred years NOT once did God ever say, “I have loved you.” He never
said, “I have loved you” to Moses or Noah or Abraham. God showed He loved these men, but He
never said, “I have loved you.” However, Israel responds to God’s declaration of His love for them
by saying, “How have you loved us?” Why is Israel questioning God’s love for them? Israel was
discouraged. Israel had returned to the Promised Land, but they were servants of the Persian
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Empire. Israel had forgotten that God chose them. So, God lays out the Scripture groundwork of
His love for Israel by reminding them about Isaac’s two sons: Esau and Jacob. God says, “Was
not Esau Jacob’s brother?’ Yet I have loved Jacob, but Esau I have hated.”
Interestingly, there was nothing significant about Jacob that God should choose him. Jacob was a
deceiver and a liar. Jacob stole his older brother’s birthright for a bowl of soup. Yet, God, Himself
said, “I have loved Jacob.” Why? Because from the seed of Jacob are born twelve sons—the
twelve tribes of Israel—the Nation of Israel.
God is reminding Israel that HE chose them.
1. God chose Abraham out of all the other men in the world to be the father of all Nations.
2. God chose Abraham’s son Isaac instead of Abraham’s other son Ishmael.
3. God chose Isaac’s son Jacob instead of Isaac’s other son Esau.
In the book of Romans, the Apostle Paul references Malachi and His choice of Jacob over Esau.
Paul was also a “Hebrew Christian.” He was both a Jew and a Christian, and he also wrote most
of the New Testament.
•

“I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself
were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, the
people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the
receiving of the law, the temple worship, and the promises. Theirs are the patriarchs, and
from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised!
Amen. It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel
are Israel. Nor because they are his descendants are, they all Abraham’s children. On the
contrary, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” In other words, it is not
the natural children who are God’s children, but it is the children of the promise who are
regarded as Abraham’s offspring. For this was how the promise was stated: “At the
appointed time, I will return, and Sarah will have a son.” Not only that, but Rebekah’s
children had one and the same father, our father, Isaac. Yet, before the twins were born or
had done anything good or bad—in order that God’s purpose in election might stand: not
by works but by him who calls—she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” Just as
it is written: “Jacob, I loved, but Esau, I hated.” Romans 9:1-14

Now, God proves Himself. “I have turned his [Esau’s] mountains into a wasteland and left his
inheritance to the desert jackals.” Hundreds of years after Jacob and Esau died, the Israelites and
Edomites (descendants of Esau) became enemies. The Edomites often aided Israel’s enemies in
attacks on Israel. Esau’s descendants brought God’s curse upon themselves. So, God reminded
Israel and the World.
•

“May nations serve you and peoples bow down to you. Be lord over your brothers, and
may the sons of your mother bow down to you. May those who curse you be cursed and
those who bless you be blessed.” Genesis 27:29

God loves Israel. But if the Land, the People, or the Nation of Israel could ever be eradicated, then
that would prove that there is no God of the Bible. This is precisely what many throughout history
have tried to do. They were aware of God’s mind on the matter and were “‘testing” God. But God
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has always prevailed. The Jewish People are still here! The Land of Israel is still here! The Jewish
Nation is still here! God LOVES Israel.

Israel is a Modern Country

“I think we do not attach sufficient importance to the restoration of the Jews.
We do not think enough of it.” -Charles H. SpurgeonA few years ago, Michelle and I were at a Church function. A friend of mine was sitting at our
table, so she introduced me to her husband. The topic of conversation came up that included the
“places” they had visited around the world. Of course, I asked the question, Have you ever been
to Israel? I was saddened when he said, “I don’t want to go there- it’s ONLY a pile of rocks.” I
told him that’s not true but to no avail. His wife later told me that she doesn’t believe her husband
is a Christian, so her husband’s remarks made sense. Unfortunately, I have heard similar comments
from people who name the name of Christ and claim to read their Bible.
That said, my “friend’s” husband must have not ever seen a picture of “Modern Israel.” And as
you can see, Israel is not a pile of rocks. Israel is mostly steel, glass, and bricks.
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Wikipedia reports the economy of Israel ranks 22 on the latest report of the UN's Human
Development Index, which places it in the category of "Very Highly Developed." The prosperity
of Israel's advanced economy allows the country to have a sophisticated welfare state, a
modern infrastructure, and a high-technology sector competitively on par with Silicon Valley.
Israel has the second-largest number of startup companies in the world after the United States and
the third-largest number of NASDAQ-listed companies after the U.S. and China.”
That said, my friend’s husband is misinformed. Israel is NOT a pile of rocks. Instead, Israel is a
modern country and an economic powerhouse.
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Tel Aviv is Israel’s Largest City

The architecture of Tel Aviv was designed to resemble New York City. But since Tel Aviv is on
the Mediterranean Sea, my wife, Michelle, says it is “Tropical New York.”
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Map of Modern Israel
Please familiarize yourself with the geographical terrain and major cities of Israel.
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Israel’s First Prime Minister

“In the Land of Israel, anyone who doesn’t believe in miracles is not a realist.”
David Ben Gurion-First Prime Minister of Israel

The Knesset

As your tour bus passes by the Knesset in Jerusalem, you will see the “Knesset Menorah” and be
reminded of the special pressing of “olive oil” and the many stories related to it.
The Knesset is the legislative branch of the Israeli government.
The Knesset passes all laws, elects the president, approves the cabinet, and supervises the work of
the government through its committees.
The modern Israeli Knesset met for the first time on February 14, 1949.
In his opening speech, Israeli President Chaim Weizmann told the new parliament members that
the aim of the Jewish state would be, before everything else, “To gather in the exiles from all
parts of the world.” That is God’s heart, too! He is drawing the Jewish people from the four
corners of the earth to come and live in Israel.
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Jewish Life

The traditional family unit is alive and well in Israel. Consider taking a handful of friends from
your group and taking a casual stroll one evening. There are parks and recreational areas near your
hotel. You cannot help but notice that families care for one another and look after each other’s
children. Jesus cares for the traditional family unit, too.

Israel is a Safe Place
Israel is a vibrant, modern democratic country, and hopefully, you will choose to visit Israel.
Therefore, The State of Israel and the Jewish people say, “Thank you!”
So how can you influence your Christian friends, church family, and loved ones to visit Israel, too.
After all, the Western media is not telling the real story about Israel and how Israel is one of the
safest countries in the world to visit.
The number one thing you can do is to encourage them is to read God’s Word, the Bible.
Install the “Jerusalem Post” APP on your smartphone and look at the news happening in Israel
at least once a day. Also, watch and record Christian programs that focus on Israel. Rent or
purchase DVDs related to Jerusalem and Israel. Attend Pro-Israel “gatherings” held by the Church
and Para-Church organizations. Finally, cultivate friendships with Jewish and Christian neighbors
and colleagues. Then start a “conversation.” And when you come back from visiting Israel, you
can show them your pictures and videos you took and begin another conversation.
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Pictured is an IDF soldier on the edge of a mountain protecting the Land of our ancestors—the
land of milk and honey—Israel! Israel is a safe place. There are many reasons for this. It is
unfortunate, but most of the world’s media refuse to report the truth about Israel except when Israel
is forced to defend itself.
Soldiers “open carry,” and all Israeli’s who served in the IDF are reservists until the age of 50.
They are all well trained to help and protect.
On the weekends, you will see IDF forces enjoying much needed time off at clubs and restaurants.
When an IDF soldier in uniform needs a ride, they stick out their thumb, and a fellow Israeli gives
them a ride to wherever it is they need to go.
Women are highly regarded in Israel. And one of the defining roles of women in the IDF is that
they are better instructors then men, and Israeli men have no problem with being taught by a
woman. Women also must serve in the IDF. And saying, “Thank you for your service” to those
in uniform is a widespread practice and especially welcomed and received when a Christian visitor
says it.
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The Landscape of Israel

Israel is a desert in the Middle East with desert conditions. So why is Israel so Green and Lush?
There are millions and millions of trees throughout Israel. How did they get there? Who planted
them? How do they survive? Many of the trees (samplings) were donated by “different” supporters
of Israel. Most of the saplings endure to grow and mature thanks to Israel’s innovative, world-class
irrigation technology. This irrigation technology also allows vineyards to flourish and undergirds
a thriving wine, agricultural, and flower industry. And as your tour group travels through the
Golan Heights, Jordanian Valley, and other places in Israel, you will be reminded that the Jewish
people took a barren desert and with God’s blessing turned it into a “fertile” LAND.

The Agriculture and Produce of Israel

Pictured is a wheat field taken from our tour bus window. Jesus Christ has a “threshing floor.”
We are either wheat (believers) who will be stored in His barn—Heaven. Or, unbelievers (chaff)
who will be burned with unquenchable fire in Hell.
•

“I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful
than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering
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his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” Matthew 3:11–
12
Grapes, Pomegranates, and Figs: after the
Exodus from Egypt, the Jewish Nation is at the
edge of the “Promised Land.” God commands
Moses to have a representative from each of the
“Twelve Tribes” scout out the Land.
•

“How is the soil? Is it fertile or poor? Are
there trees on it or not? Do your best to
bring back some of the fruit of the
land...When they reached the Valley of
Eshcol, they cut off a branch bearing a
single cluster of grapes. Two of them
carried it on a pole between them, along
with some pomegranates and figs. That place was called the Valley of Eshcol because of the
cluster of grapes the Israelites cut off there. At the end of forty days, they returned from
exploring the land.” Numbers 13:1-25

Many people, when are asked the question, “What is the symbol of
Israel?” Most will respond, “A large cluster of grapes carried on a
pole.” Most are remembering the above story from Sunday school or
personal Bible study.
However, (as we’ll see later), the national emblem of the State of
Israel consists of a seven-branched Menorah, flanked by two
olive branches.
Wine used during the Passover (we’ll look at it shortly) is made from
grapes. Jesus is the vine, and we are the branches.
➢ Jesus said: “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man
remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart
from me, you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in
me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such
branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.” John
15:1-17
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Israel has No Natural Resources

▪
▪
▪

Israel’s neighbors (in GREEN) occupy 99.15/16 of the landmass in the Middle East.
They have ALL the “natural” resources.
Israel (in RED) occupies only 1/16 of ONE percent of the landmass in the Middle East.
Israel has no “natural” resources to speak of.
To put it all into perspective. Jews encompass .02% of the World’s Population while
the Gentiles encompass 99.98% of the World’s Population.

Since Israel’s neighbors have ALL the natural resources, so the Jewish people are using the
most valuable resource they need-their BRAINS.

Blessed by the Jews
Here are some of the MANY Notable Jewish Inventions.
The Laser was first successfully fired by American physicist Theodore Maiman. Lasers are used
in everyday devices like DVD players, barcode scanners, laser surgery, etc. Lasers impact all
corners of modern life. Jewish scientist Zhores Alferov won a Nobel Prize in Physics in 2000 for
this work, which led to the invention of the “tera-transistor,” a laser that could handle extremely
high frequencies. This is used to transfer all the information from satellites down to the Earth and
to allow for so many telephones.
Albert Einstein is most famous for his theory of E = mc2 relating mass and energy, which formed
the basis for nuclear power. Also, he is known for the quantum theory of light. Television is a
practical application of Einstein's theory of light.
Cardiac Pacemaker and Heart Defibrillator were pioneered by Paul Zoll. A pacemaker regulates
the heartbeat with electrical impulses. Defibrillators can restart the heart in the case of a fatal
arrhythmia. Portable defibrillators are now in every airplane, school, and government building,
and they have saved millions of lives.
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American scientist and Nobel Laureate, Paul Berg, created the first recombinant DNA molecules
in 1972. By combining two viruses, his work led to the development of modern genetic
engineering. Genetic engineering is used to mass-produce insulin and has shown promise for
treating certain kinds of cancer.
Cholera and the Bubonic Plague vaccines were developed by bacteriologist Waldemar Haffkine.
Cholera is recognized as one of the most widespread and deadly diseases of the 19th century,
killing tens of millions of people. The bubonic plague, or “black death,” which ravaged Europe in
the middle ages is considered the deadliest disease outbreak in history. Risking his own life, he
tested each vaccine on himself and even moved to India to be closer to the source of the outbreaks.
For his work, British surgeon Sir Joseph Lister named Haffkine "A savior of humanity," and he
was knighted in 1897.
The Polio Vaccine was invented by Jonas Salk. Polio is an infectious disease that causes paralysis.
By the 1940s and 1950s, over 500,000 people were dying from Polio worldwide every year. The
“Iron Lung” was a chamber most associated with Polio that helped the patient to breathe. Polio
was the most dreaded childhood disease of the 20th century. And it struck President Franklin D.
Roosevelt. So, when news of the Polio vaccine's success was announced in 1955, Salk was hailed
as a hero. He even refused to patent the vaccine, choosing to save lives rather than make a profit.
The science behind the atomic bomb was developed by physicist Robert Oppenheimer. And
Edward Teller, a Hungarian-born scientist, is credited with the development of the hydrogen bomb.
Our ability to live “freely” is based on this technology to deter and to defend ourselves
Stainless steel was developed by chemist Hans Goldschmidt. Stainless steel does not corrode, rust,
or stain like ordinary steel. Its applications include kitchen appliances, automobiles, architecture,
and aircraft.
The USB “Jump Drive was invented by Dov Moran.
The technology for the “cellular” phone, which was first introduced by Motorola, was pioneered
by the Jews. Now, we have “EVERYTHING” concerning God’s WORD on a hand-held device.
Time and space don’t allow me to highlight the thousands of Jewish products, Jewish people, and
Jewish companies who have changed our lives—for GOOD! However, I encourage you to do a
Google search for yourself. But I would like to point out that, of all the companies listed on the
New York Stock Exchange, the United States has the most companies listed. China is number two,
and Israel is number three.
Here are some of the MANY companies founded by Jews:
•
•

Google was founded by Larry Page and Sergey Brin, while the pair were attending Stanford
University. Google has changed the landscape of the Internet, and the world, forever.
Michael Dell founded “Dell” Computers. Amazingly, he began (with a $1,000 loan) at the
age of 19 while attending college. The rest is history.
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•
•
•

Wikipedia was founded by Jimmy Wales and Larry Sanger. Wikipedia is a free
encyclopedia, written collaboratively by the people who use it. Many people are steadily
improving Wikipedia, making thousands of changes per hour.
Peter Thiel and Max Levchin founded pay Pal. According to PayPal’s website, the
company has more than 153 million accounts worldwide and can deal with 17 different
currencies. It is the global leader in online payment solutions.
Mark Zuckerberg founded Facebook. It is assumed that everyone knows about Facebook.

Others Jewish companies include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Waze
Ben and Jerry’s
Dunkin Donuts
H&R Block
Starbucks
Snapple
DreamWorks

These companies have offices in Israel:
• Google
• IBM
• Intel
• Apple
• Microsoft
• Cisco
• Broadcom
• Amazon
The Jews are at the Heart of “Everything” you have and enjoy. And many of the “Technologies”
coming to market in literally every “sector” was started in Israel.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Medicine
Law
Music
The Arts
Science
Philanthropy
Technology

Which is why Israel is known as “The Start-Up Nation.”
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The God of Israel
“What are you looking for, son?”
“Gold,” I replied.
“How long have you been looking?”
“All day!”
“Any luck?”
“No, just a pan filled with water, some lime, sand, and a few pebbles.”
“Where are you from?”
“Dallas! What about you?”
“I’m from these parts—been here all of my life. Forever, actually!”
“Oh, really!”
“Yeah, that’s right, a very long time.”
“Have you ever panned for gold?”
“Sure, have!”
“Ever find any?”
“Sure, did!”
“How much?”
“I got me a ton!”
“Have any advice for a first-timer like me?”
“Yes-sir-ree, Bob, sure do.”
“What can you tell me?”
“You’re in the wrong spot.”
“Say again.”
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“You’re in the wrong spot.”
“But I was told by...”
“That’s your second mistake.”
“What should I do?”
“Follow me.”
“But everyone else is over here.”
“That’s the third mistake, son.”
“Say again!”
“You’re in the wrong place. You listened to the wrong person, and you’re with the wrong crowd.
“Why should I listen to you?”
“You want the gold, don’t you?”
“Yeah, but...”
“Well, City Slicker, do you want the gold or not? I haven’t got all day, you know!”
“I’m coming. I’m coming!”
“Hey, Slick.”
“Yeah, Old-Timer.”
“Throw that pan away.”
“Why?”
“Because I said so. That’s why!”
“How am I supposed to pan for gold without my pan?”
“Do you want to pan for gold, or do you want to find gold?”
“Is there a difference?”
“Sure, is!”
“How so?”
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“If you want gold, you have got to do it my way! You have got to look in the right place!”
“Where’s that?”
“Israel”
“Israel?”
“Yeah, Israel. All the gold’s in Israel.”
“How do you know?”
“That’s where I’m from—I own the place!”

The Jews-Are God’s Treasured Possession and His Peculiar People
The Jewish People are “peculiar” in that they are “different” than any other people group. Jewish
People belong exclusively to God. And NO ONE can take the Jewish People away from Him. The
Jews and the Nation of Israel are “HIS” Treasured Possession.

Shortly, we will look at Israel’s 400 years of captivity in Egypt and how God miraculously “saved”
them. It is in that context that Moses records Israel’s “peculiarity” with God.
•

“The LORD, your God, has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be
his people, his treasured possession. The LORD did not set his affection on you and choose
you because you were more numerous than other peoples…But it was because the LORD
loved you and kept the oath, he swore to your forefathers…Know therefore, that the LORD
your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand
generations of those who love him and keep his commands.” Deuteronomy 7:1–26

•

“You are the children of the LORD your God…for you are a people holy to the LORD your
God. Out of all the peoples on the face of the earth, the LORD has chosen you to be his
treasured possession. Deuteronomy 14:1–2

•

“You…have seen what I did to Egypt and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought
you to myself. Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations,
you will be my treasured possession…you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy
nation.” Exodus 19:4–6

After receiving The LAW from God, Moses reiterates the peculiarity of the Jewish People.
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•

“And the LORD has declared this day that you are his people, his treasured possession as
he promised and that you are to keep all his commands. He has declared that he will set
you in praise, fame, and honor high above all the nations he has made and that you will be
a people holy to the LORD your God, as he promised.” Deuteronomy 26:18–19

The Psalmist also declares the “same” about Jacob-ISRAEL.
•

“Praise the LORD, for the LORD is good; sing praise to his name, for that is pleasant. For
the LORD has chosen Jacob to be his own, Israel to be his treasured possession.” Psalm
135:3–4

And it is because of Israel’s peculiarity that they have been able to do so much. Let’s take a look.

“We Trust in the Name of the Lord”

“What” and “WHO” protects Israel?
The “what” that protects Israel is an “Iron Dome,” which acts as a “shield” covering Israel. In the
event of any rocket or missile attack. Within milliseconds the enemy rocket is detected, and, within
milliseconds, an “Iron Dome” rocket intercepts the enemy rocket and destroys it. Without question,
this technology supersedes every other technology Israel has EVER invented.
Of course, the Israeli Defense Force (IDF), Israeli Air Force (IAF), and other “Special Forces”
protect Israel, too. However, Israel’s “might” does not lie in its technology, armed forces, or air
superiority—though they are the “Best” in the world. Instead, Israel’s “MIGHT” is Spiritual.
•

“Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our
God.” Psalm 20:7

Therefore, let us look at the “WHO” really protects Israel.
The following are thirteen “names” of God (there are more). I’ve included the Hebrew for each
name and “phonetics” which will make it easy for you to “CALL OUT” to God is His various
names. There is power in His names(s). Speak the names of God aloud, and as you do, thank Him
for making your visit to Israel possible.
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Keep in mind that Israel is the only nation on earth that inhabits the same land, bears the same
name, and speaks the same language that it did 3,000 years ago. Hebrew is also the official
language of Israel (and Heaven). The Hebrew language is dear to God’s heart. However, until
about 100 years ago, Hebrew was a “dead” language—no one spoke it for 2,000 years! But through
the efforts of one man, Eliezer Ben-Yehuda, the “Language of God” was resurrected. The revival
of the Hebrew language is a miracle. It also fulfills Biblical prophecies concerning Israel’s
RETURN to Her Land.
•

“This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “When I bring them back from
captivity, the people in the land of Judah and in its towns will once again use these words:
‘The LORD bless you, O righteous dwelling, O sacred mountain.” Jeremiah 31:23

When reading Hebrew, remember to read from right to left.
1. God

e-lo-HEEM
This is the first name for God and is found in the first verse of the Bible. The word denotes strength
and power.
•

“In the beginning, God (“e-lo-HEEM”) created the heavens and the earth.”

“EL” is another name used for God in the Bible. “EL” is derived from (e-lo-HEEM) and is
combined with other descriptive words. I’ve included examples of God’s name using “EL” in the
next four names for God.
2. All-Sufficient God

el sha-DAI
•

“When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, “I am God
Almighty; walk before me and be blameless. I (“el sha-DAI”) will confirm my covenant
between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers.” Genesis 17:1–2

3. God of Israel
el yees-rah-EL
•

“You are awesome, O God, in your sanctuary; the God of Israel (“el yees-rah-EL”) gives
power and strength to his people.” Psalm 68:35
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4. God of Peace

e-lo-hay ha-sha-LOHM
We will cover the following story regarding Gideon and his “TRUMPETS” later. However,
the story of Gideon begins as the Israelites were doing “evil in the eyes of the Lord.” So, God
sends the Midianites to chastise His People. And when His People “Cry Out to Him,” God
sends His Angel to Gideon. He has been chosen to lead the Israelites to defeat the Midianites,
but “God’s Man” has doubts, so the “God of Peace” reveals Himself…
•

The LORD…said, “Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian’s hand... “But
Lord,” Gideon asked, “how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh…The
LORD answered, “I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites together.”
Gideon replied, “If now I have found favor in your eyes, give me a sign that it is really you
talking to me. Please do not go away until I come back and bring my offering and set it
before you.” And the LORD said, “I will wait until you return.” Gideon went in, prepared a
young goat, and from an ephah of flour, he made bread without yeast. Putting the meat in
a basket and its broth in a pot, he brought them out…The angel of God said to him, “Take
the meat and the unleavened bread, place them on this rock, and pour out the broth.” And
Gideon did so. With the tip of the staff that was in his hand, the angel of the LORD touched
the meat and the unleavened bread. Fire flared from the rock, consuming the meat and the
bread. And the angel of the LORD disappeared. When Gideon realized that it was the angel
of the LORD, he exclaimed…I have seen the angel of the LORD face to face!” But the
LORD said to him, “Peace! Do not be afraid…So, Gideon built an altar to the LORD there
and called it (“e-lo-hay ha-sha-LOHM”) The LORD is Peace. Judges 6:1–24

5. God the Father

e-lo-HEEM ah-VEE-nu
•

“This is what the LORD says: “Sing with joy for Jacob; shout for the foremost of the nations.
Make your praises heard, and say, ‘O LORD, save your people, the remnant of Israel.’ See,
I will bring them from the land of the north and gather them from the ends of the earth.
Among them will be the blind and the lame, expectant mothers, and women in labor; a
great throng will return. They will come with weeping; they will pray as I bring them back.
I will lead them beside streams of water on a level path where they will not stumble because
I am (“e-lo-HEEM ah-VEE-nu”) Israel’s father.” Jeremiah 31:7–9

6. Creator

ha-yoh-TSER
•

“Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator
(“ha-yoh-TSER”) of the ends of the earth.” Isaiah 40:28
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7. Father of Glory

a-vee hak-kah-VOHD
•

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the
heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ…In love, he predestined us to be
adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will…which
he has freely given us in the One he loves. In him, we have redemption through his blood,
the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace…And he made known
to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure…to bring all things in heaven
and on earth together under one head, even Christ. In him we were also chosen…in order
that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. And you
also were included in Christ…the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were
marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit…to the praise of his glory. For this
reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints,
I have not stopped giving thanks for you…I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, (“a-vee hak-kah-VOHD”) the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom
and revelation.” Ephesians 1:3–23

The next two names of God are found in the same passage of Scripture.
8. Father of our Lord Jesus the Messiah

a-vee ha-roo-KHOT

9. God of all Comfort

e-lo-hay khol-ne-kha-MAH
•

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, (“a-vee ha-roo-KHOT”) the
Father of compassion and the God of all comfort (“e-lo-hay khol-ne-kha-MAH”) who
comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble…For just as the
sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ, our comfort overflows.
If we are distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation…which produces in you patient
endurance of the same sufferings we suffer. And our hope for you is firm because we
know…you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort.” 2 Corinthians 1:3–
7
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10. Abba our Father
ab-ba ah-VEE-nu
•

“Therefore, brothers…if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the
Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live…For you did not receive a
spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by
him, we cry, “Abba, Father” (“ab-ba ah-VEE-nu”). The Spirit himself testifies with our
spirit that we are God’s children…we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if
indeed we share in his sufferings.” Romans 8:12–17

11. Our Heavenly Father
a-vee-KHOL
➢ “This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in heaven, (“a-vee-KHOL”) hallowed
be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
today our daily bread. Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead
us not into temptation but deliver us from the evil one.” Matthew 6:9–13
The next two names of God are also found in the same passage of Scripture.
12. The King of the Nations

ME-lekh ha-goi-YEEM

13. The LORD God Almighty

a-doh-NIGH e-lo-HAY tse-va-OHT
•

“I saw in heaven another great and marvelous sign: seven angels with the seven last
plagues…And I saw what looked like a sea of glass mixed with fire and, standing beside
the sea, those who had been victorious over the beast and his image and over the number
of his name. They held harps given them by God and sang the song of Moses… “Great and
marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty (“a-doh-NIGH e-lo-HAY tse-va-OHT”).
Just and true are your ways, King of the ages (“ME-lekh ha-goi-YEEM”). Who will not
fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to your name? For you alone are holy. All nations will
come and worship before you, for your righteous acts have been revealed.”
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The Bible is the Jewish Deed to the Land of Israel
I have the Jerusalem Post APP on my phone and read it several times a day. I highly recommend
you download the App, too. After all, you’ll want to know what God is up to in His City-Jerusalemevery day! Following is an excerpt from a recent article in the Jerusalem Post.
By Tovah Lazaroff
Jerusalem Post 4/30/2019
In an unusual speech, Israel’s Ambassador to the United
Nations Danny Danon (pictured) defended the Jewish right
to the Land of Israel, including the West Bank settlements,
when he addressed the United Nations Security
Council…Those rights rest on four pillars, Danon said,
citing the Bible, history, legality, and the pursuit of
international peace and security.
God gave the land to the people of Israel in Genesis when he
made a covenant with Abraham, said, Danon. He held up a copy of the Bible for all the
ambassadors present to see and said, “This is our deed to our land.”
The international community holds that Israel’s presence in the West Bank is illegal. Danon argued
that Israel has historical and biblical rights to the Holy Land, including Judea and Samaria.” From
the book of Genesis; to the Jewish exodus from Egypt; to receiving the Torah on Mount Sinai; to
the gates of Canaan; and to the realization of God’s covenant in the Holy Land of Israel; the Bible
paints a consistent picture. The entire history of our people and our connection to Eretz Yisrael
begins right here,” Danon said.
The Bible is accepted by all three monotheistic religions, Danon said, adding that “The Quran
itself accepts the divine deed of the Jewish people to the Land of Israel.” Historically there was a
Jewish kingdom on the land during Biblical times with Jerusalem as the capital with its Jewish
Temple, that was built twice and destroyed twice – first by the Babylonians, and second, by the
Romans, Danon explained. “Even the Romans themselves admitted the land was ours. Those of
you who have visited Rome may have seen that Emperor Titus famously commemorated his
victory and the Jewish expulsion by building an enormous arch on the Via Sacra in Rome. If you
look at the Arch, it includes an illustration of his men carrying away the menorah from the Jewish
Temple,” Danon said. The Romans attempted to destroy that link by renaming the land Palestina,
Danon said. After the Romans, the land was conquered by the Crusaders and then the Ottoman
Empire. A Jewish community remained in the land over the next 2,000 years, but the bulk of the
Jewish people were in exile, he explained.
“For two millennia, Jews across the world continued to pray three times every day for our
long-awaited return home to Zion and Jerusalem. As we do every year on Passover. We say,
“Next year in Jerusalem!”
He then turned to the issue of international law, starting with the 1917 British Balfour declaration
that set out “a national home for the Jewish people” in the land of Israel after Great Britain had
taken over that territory from the Ottoman Empire at the end of World War I.
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Danon explained that in presenting the document, British Foreign Secretary Lord Arthur Balfour
wrote that the “declaration of sympathy with Jewish Zionist aspirations, which has been submitted
to, and approved by, the Cabinet. In 1922, the mandate of the League of Nations not only stated
its support for the establishment of a Jewish national home, it encouraged and facilitated the return
of Jews in the diaspora to our homeland. It confirms, and I quote, ‘the historical connection of the
Jewish people with Palestine and to the grounds for reconstituting their national home in that
country,’” Danon said. He added that these documents were Zionist documents and showed that
Zionism appeared in international law.
Danon also pointed to the 1945 UN Charter, which speaks of the right of peoples to selfdetermination and to the rights of member states to defend themselves from armed attacks.
In 1947, the UN partitioned the land into a Jewish state and an Arab state, the Jews accepted the
plan and the Arabs rejected it and then attacked the nascent Jewish state, Danon said.
The 1948 armistice lines that marked the end of the Independence War, “were never considered
international borders. They were simply lines designating the end of the first battle in the Arab war
against Israel,” Danon said.
It was the Arabs who insisted that the armistice lines would not be permanent borders, he added.
Because these lines are not borders, the Jewish communities in Judea and Samaria, to this day, do
not cross any international borders. They are built on strategic land for Israel’s security and, as
agreed by the parties in the Oslo Accords, would be classified as final status issues, he concluded.
On the issue of security, he noted that Arab leaders had chosen violence long before settlements
were built. The PLO was established in 1964, three years prior to the Six-Day War in 1967. “What
did they need to liberate before 1967?
And in 1964, not a single settlement existed in Judea and Samaria, and our right to exist was still
rejected,” he said. To blame the Jewish communities of Judea and Samaria for the lack of peace
between Israelis and Palestinians would be a deliberate oversight of history at best.”

Now, let’s continue our study of God’s Trumpets.
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The Sounding of God’s Trumpets Continue
With Trumpets and Shouts-The Walls of Jericho Came Down
We now come to a familiar passage of Scripture.
In the sixth chapter of the book of Joshua, Joshua and the People of God are marching around the
“City of Jericho” and sounding Shofar Trumpets.
But to get there, we need to review the first five chapters.
Chapter One
After Moses’s death, God told Joshua to get the Israelites ready to cross the Jordan River and to
possess The Land that God had promised His people.
•

“No one will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses,
so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you.”

God also instructs Joshua to be “strong and courageous” because He will lead His people into
the Promised Land. Then God emphasizes that Joshua is to be “strong and very courageous,” and
He admonishes Joshua to obey God’s LAW. God then repeats Himself by telling Joshua to be
“strong and courageous” and that He will be with Joshua wherever he goes.
Joshua then gets the Twelve Tribes of Israel ready for their journey to the Promised Land.
However, the Tribe of Reuben, Gad and half the tribe of Manasseh want to remain in Jordan.
Joshua tells them that’s “okay,” but the “fighting men” of these 2 ½ Tribes must join the rest of
the other Tribes in their conquest of the Promised Land.
Chapter Two
Joshua sends two spies into the Promised Land to “look over the land, especially Jericho.” The
two spies are “hidden” by a prostitute named Rahab. The King of Jericho, who is looking for the
two spies, believes that Rahab is harboring them. But she lies to the King, and the King sends his
men to run off on a “wild goose chase.” Rahab and the two spies then enter into a covenant.
•

“Now then, please swear to me by the LORD that you will show kindness to my family
because I have shown kindness to you. Give me a sure sign that you will spare the lives of
my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them, and that you
will save us from death.” “The men said to her, “This oath you made us swear will not be
binding on us unless, when we enter the land, you have tied this scarlet cord in the window
through which you let us down, and unless you have brought your father and mother, your
brothers and all your family into your house. If anyone goes outside your house into the
street, his blood will be on his own head; we will not be responsible. As for anyone who
is in the house with you, his blood will be on our head if a hand is laid on him. But if you
tell what we are doing, we will be released from the oath you made us swear.” “Agreed,”
she replied. “Let it be as you say.” So, she sent them away, and they departed. And she
tied the scarlet cord in the window.”
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There is another use of a “scarlet rope” associated with the sixth Feast “Day of Atonement.” On
this Feast, the “High Priest” made intercession with God concerning Israel’s sins from the
previous year.
To begin, the “High Priest” made an offering of a bull as a sin offering for himself.
Then he would “cast lots” on two identical goats.
The “lot” that fell on the first goat was called “To the
Lord” goat. The High Priest sacrificed this goat and
sprinkled the goat’s blood on the “Mercy Seat” inside of
the “Holy of Holies.”
The “lot” that fell on the second goat was called “To
Azazel” goat. The High Priest then placed both hands on
top of the goat’s head and confessed ALL the sins of
Israel. Then he tied a “Scarlet Rope” on the horn of the
goat (see picture). That goat would then be taken “outside” Jerusalem into the desert and
“released” where it was killed presumably by wild beasts or run off a cliff. This goat was known
as the “Scapegoat.”
After this ritual, the High Priest would then wash his hands at the Laver.
•

“This is how Aaron is to enter the sanctuary area: with a young bull for a sin offering…he
is to take the two goats and present them before the LORD at the entrance to the Tent of
Meeting. He is to cast lots for the two goats—one lot for the LORD and the other for the
scapegoat. Aaron shall bring the goat whose lot falls to the LORD and sacrifice it for a
sin offering. But the goat chosen by lot as the scapegoat shall be presented alive before
the LORD to be used for making atonement by sending it into the desert as a
scapegoat...“He shall then slaughter the goat for the sin offering for the people and take
its blood behind the curtain and do with it as he did with the bull’s blood: He shall sprinkle
it on the atonement cover and in front of it...“When Aaron has finished making atonement
for the Most Holy Place, the Tent of Meeting and the altar, he shall bring forward the live
goat. He is to lay both hands on the head of the live goat and confess over it all the
wickedness and rebellion of the Israelites—all their sins—and put them on the goat’s head.
He shall send the goat away into the desert in the care of a man appointed for the task.
The goat will carry on itself all their sins to a solitary place, and the man shall release it
in the desert…This is to be a lasting ordinance for you…Then, before the LORD, you will
be clean from all your sins. It is a “sabbath of rest.” Leviticus 16:1–34

It’s also important to keep in mind that after the Second Temple was destroyed in 70 AD, the Jews
have not been able to conduct daily sacrifices for almost 2,000 years. And for 2,000 years, the
High Priest has not been able to enter into the “Holy of Holies” within the Temple on the “Day
of Atonement” and atone for the sins of the Nation of Israel. Religious Jews are hopeful that “one
day,” the Third Temple will be built, daily sacrifices reinstated, and that finally, the High Priest
can make “atonement’ for the sins of Israel.
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That said, this “scarlet rope” that the “High Priest” tied to the “Azazel” goat reminds us of Rahab,
who also tied a scarlet rope at her window. This was the “sign of the covenant” she had made with
the two Jewish spies who “saved” her and her family.
Interestingly, Rabah was not only a prostitute, but she was also a Gentile. Yet, God chose to use
her in the genealogy of Jesus Christ. In the “first section” of the genealogy of Jesus (Matthew 1:1–
6), Rahab (the harlot) is listed.
✓ Abraham was the father of Isaac,
✓ Isaac, the father of Jacob,
✓ Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers,
✓ Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar,
✓ Perez the father of Hezron,
✓ Hezron, the father of Ram,
✓ Ram the father of Amminadab,
✓ Amminadab the father of Nahshon,
✓ Nahshon, the father of Salmon,
✓ Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab,
✓ Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth,
✓ Obed, the father of Jesse, and Jesse, the father of King David.
God is GOOD! He will use “anyone” who turns their hearts towards Him and His ways.
Chapter Three
The Priests carried the Ark of the Covenant to the edge of the Jordan River, and the people
followed. The Jordan was at flood stage; however, when the Priests who carried the Ark touched
the river’s edge, the water from upstream stopped flowing.
•

“The priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in
the middle of the Jordan, while all Israel passed by until the whole nation had completed
the crossing on dry ground.”

Chapter Four
After the Israelites crossed over the Jordan River, the LORD told Joshua to choose twelve men,
one from each of the twelve tribes. They are to go to the middle of the Jordan, where the priest
stood with the Ark of the Covenant. Then they are to each take a stone from the middle of the
Jordan. After the Israelites crossed over the Jordan, they camped at Gilgal on the eastern border
of Jericho.
•

“After this, “Joshua set up at Gilgal the twelve stones they had taken out of the Jordan. He
said to the Israelites, “In the future, when your descendants ask their fathers, ‘What do
these stones mean?’ tell them, ‘Israel crossed the Jordan on dry ground.’ For the LORD,
your God dried up the Jordan before you until you had crossed over. The LORD, your God,
did to the Jordan just what he had done to the Red Sea when he dried it up before us until
we had crossed over. He did this so that all the peoples of the earth might know that the
hand of the LORD is powerful and so that you might always fear the LORD your God.”
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Chapter Five
Later, when we look at all the events that occurred on the “9th of Av,” we will review the story of
Moses sending twelve spies into The Promised Land to scout it out and give a report. We will
discover that the inhabitants had been afraid of the Israelites and their God the “first time”
However, this “second time” when the two spies scouted out The Promised Land, things are the
same. The inhabitants are still afraid of the Israelites.
God also instructs Joshua to circumcise all the men who were born in the “desert.” Then the
Israelites celebrated “Passover.”
•

“When the Amorite kings west of the Jordan and all the Canaanite kings along the coast
heard how the LORD had dried up the Jordan before the Israelites until we had crossed
over, their hearts melted, and they no longer had the courage to face the Israelites.” Then
the Lord instructed Joshua to make flint knives and to circumcise the Israelite men because
they had been born in the desert of Israel’s wanderings and were not circumcised. Then
they celebrated the Passover. “On the evening of the fourteenth day of the month, while
camped at Gilgal on the plains of Jericho, the Israelites celebrated the Passover.” Later,
Joshua encounters a “Commander Angel” who is “over” an army of other Angels. “Joshua
fell facedown to the ground in reverence, and asked him, “What message does my Lord
have for his servant?” The commander of the LORD’s army replied, “Take off your sandals,
for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.”

Chapter Six
Jericho was “tightly shut up” because of the Israelites, and no one was able to enter in or come
out. The inhabitants of Jericho were afraid and no longer dared to face the Israelites. Jericho was
“theirs” for the taking. But God wanted to Demonstrate His “Great Power.” So, God told
Joshua to have Seven Priests (each carrying and blowing a “Shofar” Trumpet) to march ahead of
the “Ark of the Covenant,” and the Israelites were to follow behind. They were ALL instructed to
march around the “City of Jericho” ONCE for six days. On the seventh day, the priests blew their
trumpets ahead of the Ark, and the people behind the priests marched around the City of Jericho
seven times. When the Israelites heard the priests “sounding” a long blast on their trumpets, all
the people gave a loud shout, and the wall of the city collapsed.
•

“Now Jericho was tightly shut up because of the Israelites…Then the LORD said to Joshua,
“See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its king and its fighting men.
March around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six days. Have seven
priests carry trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, march around
the city seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets. When you hear them sound a
long blast on the trumpets, have all the people give a loud shout; then the wall of the city
will collapse…So, Joshua…called the priests and said…“Take up the ark of the covenant
of the LORD and have seven priests carry trumpets in front of it…March around the city,
with the armed guard going ahead of the ark of the LORD…the seven priests carrying the
seven trumpets before the LORD went forward, blowing their trumpets, and the ark of the
LORD’s covenant followed them. The armed guard marched ahead of the priests who blew
the trumpets…All this time, the trumpets were sounding. But Joshua had commanded the
people, “Do not give a war cry, do not raise your voices, do not say a word until the day I
tell you to shout. Then shout!” So, he had the ark of the LORD carried around the city,
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circling it once. Then the people returned to camp and spent the night there. Joshua got up
early the next morning, and the priests took up the ark of the LORD. The seven priests
carrying the seven trumpets went forward, marching before the ark of the LORD and
blowing the trumpets...They did this for six days.”
Before we hear the “Shout,” let me draw your attention to three points.
1. Joshua is about to warn the People of God, not to take any of the “devoted things” which
are the “spoils” of Jericho. Instead, ALL of the “spoils” are to go into “His Treasury,”
which is for The Lord’s work. That’s because if “anyone” took any of the “spoils,” they
would not only be “causing destruction” upon themselves but also the entire Nation of
Israel.
2. The “two spies” who had entered Jericho and made an “oath” (a Covenant) with Rahab,
the prostitute, were “obligated” to keep their Covenant. Biblically speaking, a “believer”
who says “Yes” is making a Covenant. Therefore, if you say “yes” to someone or
something, keep your word-keep your “covenant.”
3. Throughout the Bible, God continues with “repetitive cycles.” In this story, Israel went to
war for “6 Days,” and on the 7th Day, God gave Israel the Victory. And in 1967, when
Israel went to war for “6 Days” and on the 7th Day, God gave Israel the victory, too.
•

“On the seventh day, they got up at daybreak
and marched around the city seven times in the
same manner, except that on that day they
circled the city seven times. The seventh time
around, when the priests sounded the trumpet
blast, Joshua commanded the people, “Shout!
For the LORD has given you the city…Only
Rahab the prostitute and all who are with her
in her house shall be spared because she hid
the spies we sent. But keep away from the devoted things…Otherwise, you will make
the camp of Israel liable to destruction and bring trouble on it. All the silver and gold
and the articles of bronze and iron are sacred to the LORD and must go into his treasury.”
When the trumpets sounded…the people gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so, every
man charged straight in, and they took the city. They…with the sword every living thing in
it—men and women, young and old, cattle, sheep, and donkeys. Joshua said…Go into the
prostitute’s house and bring her out and all who belong to her, in accordance with your oath
to her.” So, the young men…went in and brought out Rahab, her father and mother, and
brothers and all who belonged to her. They brought out her entire family and put them in a
place outside the camp of Israel. Then they burned the whole city…but they put the silver
and gold and the articles of bronze and iron into the treasury of the LORD’s house. But Joshua
spared Rahab the prostitute, with her family and all who belonged to her.” Joshua 6

God is serious about His Covenants. The Israelites were instructed not to take any of the spoils
“devoted things” for themselves. Unfortunately, one of God’s People, Achan, didn’t obey. So,
God caused the Israelites to lose a battle which they should have easily won.

Page 70 ©2016 by Michael (Ben) Attar
You can read, download, or print this manuscript at www.GoodMoodFoundation.org

“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM
Subtitled “Sound the Trumpets in Zion”

•

“In regard to the devoted things; Achan… took some of them. So, the LORD’s anger burned
against Israel. Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai…When they returned…they said,
“Not all the people will have to go up against Ai. Send two or three thousand men to take
it…for only a few men are there.” So about three thousand men went up; but they were
routed by the men of Ai, who killed about thirty-six of them. They chased the Israelites
from the city gate as far as the stone quarries and struck them down on the slopes. At this,
the hearts of the people melted.”

Joshua is unaware of Achan’s sin and that God had just punished the entire nation because of it.
Therefore, Joshua is frustrated and upset with God. So, he and the elders “seek” God’s face.
•

“Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell facedown to the ground before the ark of the LORD,
remaining there till evening. The elders of Israel did the same and sprinkled dust on their
heads. And Joshua said, “Ah, Sovereign LORD, why did you ever bring this people across
the Jordan to deliver us into the hands of the Amorites to destroy us? If only we had been
content to stay on the other side of the Jordan! O Lord, what can I say, now that Israel has
been routed by its enemies? The Canaanites and the other people of the country will hear
about this, and they will surround us and wipe out our name from the earth. What then will
you do for your own great name?”

Now, we come to a sobering truth. God treats “They” (the Entire Nation of Israel) as “ONE.”
Therefore, even though one Israelite sinned, in God’s eyes, “ALL” sinned. God also tells Joshua
that because the Israelites did not obey His Covenants, He will not bless them (“not be with you”).
Joshua must get rid of (“destroy”) whoever stole the “devoted” things.”
•

“The LORD said to Joshua, “Stand up! What are you doing down on your face? Israel has
sinned; they have violated my covenant, which I commanded them to keep. They have
taken some of the devoted things; they have stolen, they have lied, they have put them with
their own possessions. That is why the Israelites cannot stand against their enemies; they
turn their backs and run because they have been made liable to destruction. I will not be
with you anymore unless you destroy whatever among you is devoted to destruction.

Each of the Twelve Tribes is presented before Joshua and Achan, the man who stole some of the
spoils is found out. So, Joshua and the Israelites take Achan, and what he stole (the silver, the
robe, the gold wedge) along with his sons and daughters, his cattle, donkeys and sheep, his tent
and all that he had, to the Valley of Achor. There, Achan, his family, and livestock are all stoned
to death. And their bodies, along with the spoils and all of Acahn’s possessions are burned. Then
a large pile of rocks is placed over the “ashes” as a reminder to the Nation of Israel. These
“Rocks” reminded the Jews that:
❖ Yes, the LORD God loves His People.
❖ Yes, God has initiated Covenants with His People.
❖ Yes, God will keep His Covenants.
In summary, the Nation of Israel had a responsibility to “Obey” (keep) all of the Lord’s Covenants.
If the Nation of Israel failed to obey (or if even one Israelite failed to obey), God would punish
His People severely.
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•

“Consecrate yourselves in preparation for tomorrow…That which is devoted is among
you, O Israel. You cannot stand against your enemies until you remove it. “‘In the
morning, present yourselves tribe by tribe…who is caught with the devoted things shall
be destroyed by fire, along with all that belongs to him… Then Joshua said to Achan…Tell
me what you have done; do not hide it from me.” Achan replied, “It is true! I have sinned
against the LORD, the God of Israel. This is what I have done: When I saw in the plunder
a beautiful robe from Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver and a wedge of gold
weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them. They are hidden in the ground inside
my tent, with the silver underneath.” So, Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent,
and there it was, hidden in his tent, with the silver underneath. They…brought them to
Joshua and all the Israelites…Then Joshua, together with all Israel, took Achan, son of
Zerah, the silver, the robe, the gold wedge, his sons and daughters, his cattle, donkeys
and sheep, his tent and all that he had, to the Valley of Achor. Joshua said, “Why have
you brought this trouble on us…Then all Israel stoned him, and after they had stoned the
rest, they burned them. Over Achan, they heaped up a large pile of rocks, which remains
to this day.” Joshua 7:1–26

This story serves to remind us that the Jewish People were in a precarious predicament. God had
established His Covenants with His People. But if even “one person” broke God’s Covenant, the
entire Nation of Israel would be punished for it. But the TRUTH is NO ONE can keep all of God’s
Covenants. This “repetitive cycle” of sin and punishment is “Bad News.”
And as we will see when we review God’s “Eight Covenants,” God gave the “Old Covenant”
(fifth Covenant) to the Jewish People, but he also said that a “New Covenant” was necessary and
was coming for the People of God. The “New Covenant” was initiated when Jesus Christ was
crucified and died on the Feast of “Passover.” This is “Good News!”
Therefore, anyone (Jew or Gentile) can enter into God’s “New Covenant” by believing the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. This New Covenant is a “Covenant” of Grace, Mercy, and Forgiveness.
So, if like Achan, you’ve “stolen something” or committed any other sin. You and your family,
your house and your possessions will not be destroyed because of your sin.
Therefore, when you sin (and we all sin- “sometimes,” God has “already” forgiven your sin. But
it’s God’s desire for you acknowledge your sin and “repent” (turn) from your sin. In fact, God has
also given you the power so that you don’t have to repeat your sin. That “Power” is His Precious
Holy Spirit, which resides within every “believer.” So, the next time you are tempted to sin, you
can choose to say, NO! and walk away. Aren’t you GLAD for the “New Covenant.”
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Ehud Defeats the Moabites and Sounds the Trumpet
God’s people-the Jews, would serve The Lord, but then they fell into
another “repetitive cycle” of sin (see picture). In the next story, the
Israelites “did evil in the eyes of God,” So, He used a King named
“Eglon” from Moab (“Moabites” who lived in what we know as
Jordan) to punish His people. King Eglon gained control over Israel
for 18 years. Yet again, the Israelites cried out to God, and He gave
them another “deliverer,” named “Ehud.” And in the process of
defeating the Moabites, “Eglon” sounded the Trumpet God gave
Israel the victory, and Israel had “Peace” for 80 years.
•

“The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, and because they did this evil, the LORD
gave Eglon king of Moab power over Israel…Eglon came and attacked Israel, and they
took possession of the City of Palms. The Israelites were subject to Eglon king of Moab
for eighteen years. Again, the Israelites cried out to the LORD, and he gave them a
deliverer—Ehud, a left-handed man…The Israelites sent him with tribute to Eglon…Now
Ehud had made a double-edged sword about a foot and a half long, which he strapped to
his right thigh under his clothing. He presented the tribute to Eglon king of Moab, who
was a very fat man. After Ehud had presented the tribute, he sent on their way the men
who had carried it...he himself turned back and said, “I have a secret message for you, O
king.” The king said, “Quiet!” And all his attendants left him. Ehud then approached him
while he was sitting alone in the upper room of his summer palace and said, “I have a
message from God for you.” As the king rose from his seat, Ehud reached with his left
hand, drew the sword from his right thigh, and plunged it into the king’s belly. Even the
handle sank in after the blade, which came out his back. Ehud did not pull the sword out,
and the fat closed in over it. Then Ehud went out to the porch; he shut the doors of the
upper room behind him and locked them. After he had gone, the servants came and found
the doors of the upper room locked. They said, “He must be relieving himself in the inner
room of the house…but when he did not open the doors of the room, they took a key and
unlocked them. There they saw their lord fallen to the floor, dead. While they waited, Ehud
got away…When he arrived there, he blew a trumpet in the hill country of Ephraim, and
the Israelites went down with him from the hills, with him leading them. “Follow me,” he
ordered, “for the LORD has given Moab, your enemy, into your hands.” So, they followed
him down and, taking possession of the fords of the Jordan that led to Moab, they allowed
no one to cross over…That day Moab was made subject to Israel, and the land had peace
for eighty years. “Judges 3:12–30
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Sound the Trumpets-It’s Time to Praise the Lord

While in Israel, you will most likely hear and or see “someone” sounding the Shofar Trumpet.
Maybe that “someone” is YOU!.
I firmly believe that God’s Shofar Trumpet should be sounded to “Call God’s People to Worship”
to begin every Christian Church service and to start every Christian Para-Church venue and
Christian event. The Scriptures are clear. God’s Trumpet was sounded to “Praise The Lord”
throughout Israel’s history, and it should be sounded “Today,” too!
•

Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy. How awesome is the
LORD Most High, the great King over all the earth! He subdued nations under us, peoples
under our feet. He chose our inheritance for us, the pride of Jacob, whom he loved. God
has ascended amid shouts of joy, the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets. Sing praises to
God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing praises. For God is the King of all the
earth; sing to him a psalm of praise. Psalm 47:1–9

•

Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things…The LORD has made his
salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the nations. He has remembered his
love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel…Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth,
burst into jubilant song with music; make music to the LORD with the harp, with the harp
and the sound of singing, with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn. Psalm 98:1–9

•

“The LORD builds up Jerusalem; he gathers the exiles of Israel. He heals the brokenhearted
and binds up their wounds…Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving…Extol the LORD, O
Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion…He has revealed his word to Jacob, his laws, and
decrees to Israel. He has done this for no other nation…Let Israel rejoice in their Maker;
let the people of Zion be glad in their King… Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet,
praise him with the harp and lyre, praise him with tambourine and dancing, praise him
with the strings and flute, praise him with the clash of cymbals, praise him with resounding
cymbals. Let everything that has breath praise the LORD. Praise the LORD. Psalm 146:1–
Proverbs 4:27
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Israel’s Kings and The Sounding of Trumpets

The Kings of Israel
“The United Kingdom”
Saul
David
Solomon

Evil
Good
Started GoodEnded Evil

“The Divided Kingdom”
The Kings of Judah-“Southern Kingdom”
8 Good Kings and 12 Evil Kings
1. Rehoboam
2. Abijah
3. Asa
4. Jehoshaphat
5. Jehoram
6. Ahaziah
7. Athaliah
8. Joash
9. Amaziah
10. Uzziah (Azariah)
11. Jotham
12. Ahaz
13. Hezekiah
14. Manasseh
15. Amon
16. Josiah
17. Jehoahaz
18. Jehoiakim
19. Jehoiachin
20. Zedekiah

Evil
Evil
Good
Good
Evil
Evil
Evil
Good
Good
Good
Good
Evil
Good
Evil but Repented
Evil
Good
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil

The Kings of Israel-Northern Kingdom
19 Evil Kings
1. Jeroboam 1
2. Nadab
3. Baasha
4. Elah
5. Zimri
6. Omri
7. Ahab
8. Ahaziah
9. Jeroram
10. Jehu
11. Johoahaz
12. Jehoash
13. Jerobaom11
14. Zacariah
15. Shallum
16. Menahem
17. Pakhiah
18. Pekah
19. Hoshea

Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil

The sounding of God’s Trumpet is also associated with many of these Israel’s Kings.”
As you review this chart, keep in mind that:
❖ During the “United Kingdom,” two of Israel’s Kings (Saul and Solomon) were “evil”
while King David was “good.” Then “Israel” was divided into two Kingdoms; Judah“Southern Kingdom” and Israel- “Northern Kingdom.”
❖ During the “Divided Kingdom,” 12 of “Judah’s” (Southern Kingdom), Kings were “evil,”
while 8 of Judah’s Kings were “good.” And within “Israel” (Northern Kingdom), it is
essential to note that ALL of “Israel’s” 19 Kings were evil.
Also, keep in mind that some of “Judah’s evil Kings” and “Israel’s evil Kings” accomplished
“good things” during their reign. But ultimately, these Kings were declared “evil” because they
failed to obey God’s Laws, operate in His ways, and also led the People of God into evil, too. It’s
also important to remember that it was God’s People who wanted a “KING,” So, God gave
them what they wanted-a King.
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•

“Now they sin more and more; they make idols for themselves from their silver… “They
offer human sacrifice and kiss the calf-idols.” Therefore, they will be like the morning
mist…like chaff swirling from a threshing floor, like smoke escaping through a window.
“But I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt. You shall acknowledge no
God but me, no Savior except me. I cared for you in the desert, in the land of burning heat.
When I fed them, they were satisfied; when they were satisfied, they became proud; then
they forgot me. So, I will come upon them like a lion, like a leopard I will lurk by the path.
Like a bear robbed of her cubs, I will attack them and rip them open. Like a lion, I will
devour them; a wild animal will tear them apart. “You are destroyed, O Israel, because
you are against me, against your helper. Where is your king, that he may save you? Where
are your rulers in all your towns, of whom you said, ‘Give me a king and princes’? So, in
my anger, I gave you a king, and in my wrath, I took him away.” Hosea 13:1–16

The Nation of Israel has a long history of being disobedient to God and His Word. And it was
their “Evil Kings” who were to blame because they allowed evil to prevail. So, when Israel fell
into sin, God would often let other Nations attack them and take His people into captivity. He
would also allow calamities and judgments to happen to His People. So, there was never any
“Peace” when God’s People were ruled by “Evil Kings.” But it was Judah’s “Good Kings” who
brought many Jews back to God. But “Evil Kings” took over, and the “repetitive cycle” continued.
That said, Jesus Christ comes from the “Line of Judah.” His genealogy (recorded in Matthew 1:6–
11) is traced through 14 of “Judah’s Kings” (marked in RED in the previous chart). Some of these
14 Kings were good, and some were bad. Jesus was “Perfect” in EVERY way, but His lineage
comes from those who were imperfect.
And Jesse was the father of King David.
David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah’s wife,
Solomon the father of Rehoboam,
Rehoboam, the father of Abijah,
Abijah, the father of Asa,
Asa the father of Jehoshaphat,
Jehoshaphat the father of Jehoram,
Jehoram the father of Uzziah,
Uzziah the father of Jotham,
Jotham the father of Ahaz,
Ahaz, the father of Hezekiah,
Hezekiah, the father of Manasseh,
Manasseh the father of Amon,
Amon, the father of Josiah,
And Josiah was the father of Jeconiah and his brothers at the time of the exile to Babylon.
In summary, the Jewish Nation was “Looking” for a Messiah, who would come to “deliver” them
from their enemies and to bring them “PEACE.” However, most Jews don’t know or don’t believe
that Messiah- “The Prince of Peace” did, in fact, come.
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King Saul Sounds the Trumpet Presumptuously
King Saul was Israel’s first King, and he was an “Evil King.” Therefore, let’s highlight some of
the evil things King Saul did. Keep in mind that King Saul’s evil heart is indicative of the “heart
condition” of all the other “Evil Kings” throughout Judah’s and Israel’s history.
To begin, King Saul didn’t honor his word-Saul had promised his daughter, Merab, to David to
be his wife for killing Saul’s enemies. But instead of “Honoring” his word, King Saul gave Merab
to another man. He acted under false pretenses-King Saul knew that his younger daughter,
Michal, loved David. So, he “promised” to give her to
David if he conquered the Philistines. However, King
Saul “Hoped” that David would be killed in the battle.
David was not killed, and Michal was given to him in
marriage. He was blindly jealous of David-King Saul
tried to kill David numerous times because David was
“better” and more “loved” by the people. He was
despicable-David’s wife, Michal, who helped David to
escape when King Saul’s men came to kill him. But
later, as Saul was unable to kill David, he “gave” David’s wife “Michal” to another man. He
didn’t obey God-God told Saul to eliminate all of the Amalekites and all of their livestock.
Instead, Saul allowed King Agag to live, and he also allowed his soldiers to keep “choice”
livestock. Saul covered up his sin and lied to Samuel (and to God)-Saul told Samuel, the
prophet, that he had kept some “choice” livestock to use them to make sacrifices to God. Saul
consulted with “evil spirits”-Saul traveled to Endor and consulted a witch.
Saul also didn’t know God in a “personal way”-Saul was possessed with an “evil spirit.”
It’s important to remember that one of the functions for sounding God’s Shofar Trumpet was to
call “The People” together in preparation for battle. However, in the following story, King Saul
sounded the Trumpet “presumptuously,” and he also gave an unauthorized sacrifice to God.
The story began when King Saul chose 3,000 men from Israel. 2,000 were with him, and 1,000
were with his son, Jonathan, who attacked a Philistine “outpost.” This wasn’t a good idea as the
Philistines far “outnumbered” the Israelites. But Saul, in his presumption, had the Trumpet
sounded to let the Israelites know that he had attacked the Philistines and to rally all the Israelites
together.
•

“Saul was thirty years old when he became king… Saul chose three thousand men from Israel;
two thousand were with him at Micmash…and a thousand were with Jonathan…Jonathan
attacked the Philistine outpost at Geba…Then Saul had the trumpet blown throughout the
land and said, “Let the Hebrews hear!” So, all Israel heard the news: “Saul has attacked the
Philistine outpost, and now Israel has become a stench to the Philistines.” And the people
were summoned to join Saul at Gilgal.”

However, when the Israelites saw the “size” of the Philistine army, many ran away, some hid in
caves, and some even crossed the Jordan River (to flee into what we know as Jordan). The troops
who remained with Saul quaked in fear. Also, Saul had been waiting for the prophet Samuel to
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arrive. But when he didn’t, many more of his troops ran away. That’s when Saul took it upon
himself to make an “unauthorized” offering to God. And when Samuel finally arrives, King Saul
is confronted with his sins. Samuel tells King Saul that “someone” else (who we later learn is
David-a man after God’s own heart) will eventually take over the Kingdom. This is,
therefore, a “starting point” for King Saul’s jealousy and hatred.
•

“The Philistines assembled to fight Israel, with three thousand chariots, six thousand
charioteers, and soldiers as numerous as the sand on the seashore… When the men of
Israel saw that their situation was critical and that their army was hard-pressed, they hid
in caves and thickets, among the rocks, and in pits and cisterns...and all the troops with
him were quaking with fear. He waited seven days…but Samuel did not come to Gilgal,
and Saul’s men began to scatter. So, he said, “Bring me the burnt offering and the
fellowship offerings.” And Saul offered up the burnt offering…Samuel arrived, and Saul
went out to greet him. “What have you done?” asked Samuel. Saul replied, “When I saw
that the men were scattering, and that you did not come at the set time, and that the
Philistines were assembling at Micmash, I thought, ‘Now the Philistines will come down
against me at Gilgal…So, I felt compelled to offer the burnt offering.” “You acted
foolishly,” Samuel said. “You have not kept the command the LORD your God gave you;
if you had, he would have established your kingdom over Israel for all time. But now, your
kingdom will not endure; the LORD has sought out a man after his own heart and
appointed him leader of his people because you have not kept the LORD’s command.” 1
Samuel 13:1–22

Now, let’s review the aspects of God’s Tabernacle.
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Lessons from the Tabernacle

With the LAW, God gave Moses instructions for constructing a “Tabernacle Tent,” where God
set up His temporary residence on the earth. And it was here a “System of Sacrifice” was also
enacted. Eventually, the “Tabernacle” was replaced with the First and Second Temples.
Jesus is the WORD made flesh.
•

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the
glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” John 1:14

The term “Dwelling among us” is the word “Tabernacle,” which means to “dwell in a tent.”
Surrounding the courtyard is a seven-foot-high fence or outer wall. If anyone were foolish enough
to jump this high fence, they would die. There was also only ONE way into the courtyard of the
Tabernacle, and that was through the “Entrance” known as the “East” or “Narrow Gate.”
The first piece of “furniture” as you entered the courtyard is the Brazen Altar of Sacrifice.
A sinner came to the Tabernacle with a sacrifice (bull, goat, lamb, or turtle doves, etc.) because of
a sin they had committed. Here the sacrifice was placed on the flames and offered it up to God.
Tens of millions of animals were sacrificed, and a lot of blood was spilled.
•

“This is why even the first covenant was not put into effect without blood. When Moses
had proclaimed every commandment of the law to all the people, he took the blood of
calves, together with water, scarlet wool, and branches of hyssop, and sprinkled the scroll
and all the people. He said, “This is the blood of the covenant, which God has commanded
you to keep.” In the same way, he sprinkled with the blood both the tabernacle and
everything used in its ceremonies. In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be
cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness.” Hebrews
9:18–22

In front of the Altar of Sacrifice is the Laver. This was the washbasin which the priest used
before and after each sacrifice. The Brazen Altar of Sacrifice and the Laver were outside the
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Tabernacle. ONLY the “Priests” and “The High Priest” who were from the Tribe of Levi conducted
the affairs of the Tabernacle.

The Tabernacle contained two rooms.
1. “The Holy Place”
2. “The Holy of Holies.”
When the Priests who were ministering in the “outer court” needed to minister in the Holy Place,
they entered The Holy Place through a “Thin Veil.” To the right was the Table of Showbread.
On the table are twelve pieces of bread. Each piece represented one of the twelve tribes of Israel.
To the left, as you entered the Holy Place, is the Lampstand (Menorah). The priest lit the
Lampstand with a “special pressing” of olive oil.
Directly in front, as you entered the “Holy Place,” is the “Altar of Incense.” The priest would
take hot coals (which had blood on it) from the Brazen Altar of Sacrifice and put them here. Then
myrrh, frankincense, and other spices would be added, causing the scent to rise as a sweet-smelling
fragrance to the nostrils of The Lord. Behind, the “Altar of Incense” is a “Heavy Veil” leading
into the “Holy of Holies.” ONLY the “High Priest” could enter into the “Holy of Holies” (once a
year), on the Feast- “Day of Atonement.”
Inside the “Holy of Holies” is the “Ark of the
Covenant,” which is a beautiful golden box with
two poles attached for transporting it.
Inside the Ark of the Covenant were three items:
1. Stone Tablets-The Ten Commandments
(Mosaic Law or the Old Covenant).
2. Moses’s staff that had budded. The Old
Covenant instructions were that only the Tribe of Levi (Levities) could be “Priests for
God.” However, after the Exodus, the Israelites were grumbling, complaining, and
questioning Moses and the Levitical authority. So, God told Moses to take twelve “staffs”one from each of the twelve tribes of Israel. Each staff was to have the name of each tribe
written on it. Then God instructed Moses to put all twelve staffs in front of the Ark of the
Covenant. God said that He would cause the “staff” from the tribe of His choosing to
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“sprout.” That tribe will be His “representative,” and the grumbling and complaining would
stop. The next day Moses entered the Tabernacle, and Aaron’s staff (Moses’s brother and
representative of the Levite tribe) had not only sprouted, but it also had budded, blossomed,
and produced Almonds.
•

“The LORD said to Moses, “Speak to the Israelites and get twelve staffs from them,
one from the leader of each of their ancestral tribes...On the staff of Levi, write
Aaron’s name…Place them in the Tent of Meeting in front of the Testimony…The
staff belonging to the man I choose will sprout, and I will rid myself of this constant
grumbling against you by the Israelites.” So…their leaders gave him twelve staffs,
one for the leader of each of their ancestral tribes, and Aaron’s staff was among
them…The next day Moses entered the Tent of the Testimony and saw that Aaron’s
staff, which represented the house of Levi, had not only sprouted but had budded,
blossomed, and produced almonds. Then Moses brought out all the staffs from the
LORD’s presence to all the Israelites. They looked at them, and each man took his
own staff. The LORD said to Moses, “Put back Aaron’s staff in front of the Testimony,
to be kept as a sign to the rebellious. This will put an end to their grumbling against
me so that they will not die.” Numbers 17:1–13

3. “Golden Pot of Manna”-food that sustained the Israelites for 40 years while they
wandered in the desert because of their unbelief.
The top covering of the “Ark of the Covenant” is called the “Mercy Seat.” On top of the Mercy
Seat sat “Two Angels,” who faced each other with their wings spread upward and outward. In
between their wings is where the Lord dwelt.
The term “Shekinah Glory” refers to the glory of the Lord that prevailed in the “Holy of Holies”
as He dwelt in between the wings of the two angels.

The Lampstand
So, let’s take a closer look at the “Lampstand” also called a “Menorah.
It was constructed to resemble an Almond Tree. As you look at this
picture of the “Lampstand,” you can see that it is formed “like” a tree.
There is a “trunk” and “branches” that extends from it. The “cups” are
shaped like almond flowers with buds and blossoms. Religious Jews
believe the “Menorah” represents the “Tree of Life”- the Tree in the
“Garden of Eden” that provides Eternal Life.
•

“Make a lampstand of pure gold and hammer it out, base and
shaft; its flowerlike cups, buds, and blossoms shall be of one piece with it. Six branches are
to extend from the sides of the lampstand—three on one side and three on the other. Three
cups shaped like almond flowers with buds and blossoms are to be on one branch, three on
the next branch, and the same for all six branches extending from the lampstand. And on
the lampstand, there are to be four cups shaped like almond flowers with buds and blossoms.
One bud shall be under the first pair of branches extending from the lampstand, a second
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bud under the second pair, and a third bud under the third pair—six branches in all. The
buds and branches shall all be of one piece with the lampstand, hammered out of pure gold.”
Exodus 25:31–40
The Almond Tree is the most fascinating tree mentioned
in the Bible. To begin, by late January or early February,
the Almond Tree blossoms with white flowers. Each
blossom must be pollinated by honeybees for the Almond Tree to
produce almonds. During the heat of the summer, the “hulls” pop
open, revealing the almond. It takes until September for the
almonds to be ready for “harvest,” which is done by “shaking” the
Almond Tree vigorously many times. By late December, the
Almond Tree becomes dormant. Interestingly, Moses’s Staff was
a “dead stick” (from an Almond tree), yet it produced a “live” crop
of Almonds. This is a “picture” of believers, too. They were once
dead, but now are alive. No wonder that many call the Almond
Tree, the “Resurrection Tree.”

Jesus is Our Great High Priest
Now that you’re familiar with what occurred in the Tabernacle, you can appreciate what Paul says.
•

“Now, the first covenant had regulations for worship…In its first room were the
lampstand, the table, and the consecrated bread; this was called the Holy Place. Behind
the second curtain was a room called the Most Holy Place, which had the golden altar of
incense and the gold-covered ark of the covenant. This ark contained the gold jar of
manna, Aaron’s staff that had budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant. Above the
ark were the cherubim of the Glory, overshadowing the atonement cover…When
everything had been arranged like this, the priests entered regularly into the outer room to
carry on their ministry. But only the high priest entered the inner room, and that only once
a year, and never without blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the people
had committed in ignorance…“When Christ came as high priest of the good things that
are already here, he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not manmade, that is to say, not a part of this creation. He did not enter by means of the blood of
goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having
obtained eternal redemption…For this reason, Christ is the mediator of a new covenant,
that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has
died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant...For
Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; he entered
heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence.” Hebrews 9:1-28

This is my favorite Bible verse, which speaks to the hope we have in Him.
•

“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but
we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we [you] are—yet he did not sin.
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Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help us in our time of need." Hebrews 4:14-16

Jesus Fulfills All Aspects of the Tabernacle
Seven-foot-high fence
➢ Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate but
climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. The man who enters by the gate is
the shepherd of his sheep.” John 10:1-2
“East-Narrow Gate
➢ Jesus said, “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you,
will try to enter and will not be able to. Once the owner of the house gets up and closes
the door, you will stand outside, knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’ “But
he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’’ Luke 13:24–28
Brazen Altar of Sacrifice (was Fulfilled on the Cross).
•

“For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who
gave himself as a ransom for all men…” 1 Timothy 2:1-6

Laver
➢ Jesus said, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me,
as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.” John 7:1–44
Table of Showbread
➢ Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry… Your
forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they died. But here is the bread that comes
down from heaven, which a man may eat and not die. I am the living bread that came
down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. This bread is my
flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” John 6: 35-51.
The Lampstand (Menorah)
➢ Jesus said, “This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness
instead of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light and
will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by
the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been
done through God.” John 3:19-21
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Altar of Incense
The sacrifice of Jesus, the Spotless Passover
Lamb, is, in fact, a sweet-smelling aroma to
the nostrils of the Lord.
Heavy Veil
This veil separated The Holy Place and The
Holy of Holies). Please stare at the center of
this picture for a few moments.
➢ “On the cross, Jesus cries out in a loud
voice. ‘It is Finished,’ and He gave up
His spirit.” Matthew 27:50-51
At the exact moment, Jesus cries, “It is Finished” the Heavy Curtain that separated the Holy Place
from the Holy of Holies was torn from top to bottom. No one could go through the Heavy Veil
except the High Priest on the Day of Atonement. But now the Heavy Veil (4 inches thick) that
separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies was torn from top to bottom (God’s work).
• “Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of
Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since
we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in
full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and
having our bodies washed with pure water.” Hebrews 10:19-24
Ark of the Covenant
Interestingly, in the following account, the writer of Hebrews lists the order of the three items in
the Ark of the Covenant differently than they appeared in the Old Covenant. In the Hebrews
account, the writer reverses the order of “Golden Pot of Manna” and “Stone Tablets.” However,
he leaves the middle item “Moses’s staff that had budded” in the original “middle” position.
1. The golden pot of manna-When Jesus died, the manna died, too. Jesus is the TRUE
Bread of Life.
2. Moses’s staff that had budded- When Jesus died, the blossoms, almonds, and the
Levitical Priesthood dies, too. Now, ALL BELIEVERS are God’s “Priestly”
representatives.
3. Stone Tablets-When Jesus died, the Old Covenant died as well. The Old Covenant has
been replaced with the New Covenant.
Mercy Seat
The two Angels who sat on top of the “Mercy Seat” in the Tabernacle were “man-made.” They
faced each other on either end. Interestingly, in the Tomb where Jesus’s body was placed were
“Two Living Angles,” seated on opposite ends of where Jesus’s body had laid.
➢ Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance…As she wept, she bent
over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had
been, one at the head and the other at the foot. They asked her, “Woman, why are you
crying?” “They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have
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put him.” At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there…” Woman,” he said,
“why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for…she said, “Sir, if you have carried
him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.” Jesus said to her, “Mary.”
She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher).
Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to
my brothers and tell them, ‘I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and
your God.’” John 20:1–17
The “Earthly Temple” had a “High Priest” who ministered there. The “Heavenly Temple” also
has a “High Priest”-the “Great High Priest,” Jesus Christ.
•

“We do have such a high priest, who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty
in heaven, and who serves in the sanctuary, the true tabernacle set up by the Lord, not by
man. Every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices…If he were on earth,
he would not be a priest, for there are already men who offer the gifts prescribed by the
law. They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven. This is why
Moses was warned when he was about to build the tabernacle: “See to it that you make
everything according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.” But the ministry Jesus
has received…is superior to the old one, and it is founded on better promises. For if there
had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been sought for
another. But God found fault with the people and said: “The time is coming, declares the
Lord when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of
Judah…declares the Lord. This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after
that time, declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their
hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. No longer will a man teach his
neighbor, or a man his brother…For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember
their sins no more.” By calling this covenant “new,” he has made the first one obsolete;
and what is obsolete, and aging will soon disappear.” Hebrews 8:1–13

In conclusion:
❖ The glory of God once shone brightly in-between the wings of the two Angels on the
Mercy Seat. But now, the Glory of God shines brightly through a person, His Son Jesus
Christ, as He lives and resides in our hearts.
❖ The High Priest once made intercession with God through the blood of bulls and goats.
But now our Great High Priest, Jesus Christ, made intercession on our behalf through
His own blood.
❖ The High Priest came to the Tabernacle year after year to make intercession for the sins
of Israel. But now the Jewish Messiah, Jesus Christ, came but ONCE.
❖ The High Priest stood in the Holy of Holies interceding with God. But now Jesus
Christ's work is “finished,” and He SAT down at the right hand of the Father in Heaven.
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The “S” Story
This short story creatively illustrates the Gospel story as this fictitious character, Saul
Sadducee, as he walks through the Old Testament Tabernacle.
This is the story of Saul Sadducee. Saul was sad you see because his soul was captive to sin’s
slavery, and his mind was in a state of mental sickness. So, Saul sought serenity from his sickly
state through sex, sensuality, scams, snorting smack, six-packs, social snobbery, sorcery, and other
scummy, shameful, sorry behavior.
Sadly, Saul was also seminared to death; self-esteemed, self-developed, self-actualized, and selfimproved by smooth-talking, silky-tongued charlatans selling a shoddy gospel. But all this didn’t
satisfy. So, Saul is still a seeker, searching for the salvation of his soul. Now, Saul, one day, sober
from his Sabbath day stupor, stumbles to the gate of the true tabernacle structure, of which the
earthly tabernacle is but a mere shadow.
Standing at the foot of the cross, Saul hears the screams of the Lamb of God who shouted, but
once, then was silent and still. Saul’s will gives in to God’s Spotless Sacrifice: the Passover Seder
Lamb, the Slaughtered Lamb, the Superior Shepherd, the Day of Atonement Scapegoat, the Virgin
Seed, the Better Sacrifice, the Savior who bore our sin, the great High Priest who now sits at the
right side of the Father. Saul has finally believed that Jesus Christ is his sin substitute.
Having received salvation from the Savior, Saul is saved. His name is sealed in the Lamb’s Book
of Life. Saul has exchanged his sackcloth skins of unrighteousness for a new suit of clothes—
righteousness. Saul is now a son, saint, separated from the world, saved, sealed, and his eternity is
secure. Now, Saul doesn’t want to shipwreck his faith, so Saul decides to move on. His second
stop is at the Laver of Sanctification. Here, Saul scrubs his subsequent sins by daily saying, “Lord,
I am sorry, I confess, restore my soul again.”
Saul’s next stop is to enter the tabernacle structure, where he sees the shining light of the golden
lampstand symbolizing God’s local church. Here he serves as a servant in God’s sanctuary. Saul
shines like the lampstand, not only in the church sanctuary but also in the surroundings of Satan’s
sinful world.
Next, Saul feeds at the table of showbread, sitting daily to study and eat the satisfying Word of
God. Saul is spiritually-minded and knows a simple truth—you don’t have to be a student, go to
school, attend seminars, be sophisticated, or attend seminary to be satisfied.
Moving on, Saul stops at the altar of incense that represents the place of prayer. Here he offers
prayers of supplication and intercession for his fellow saints and prayers for the salvation of his
scoffing, sinning friends, his sister, and his son.
The next stop is through the heavy veil that separates the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies. Saul’s
salvation has enabled him to enter into this space once reserved only for Israel’s High Priest. Saul
seeks the Sabbath “day of rest” daily in the presence of the Lord. Not just every seventh day,
Sunday, like many of the silly, shallow, sliding saints. Saul’s spirit soars, secure that his sacrifice
of praise brings a sweet-smelling sensation to the senses of the Lord.
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This story has three summations.
1. If you’re a sinner, go to the Holy of Holies by way of the east gate soon. If you’re a sliding
saint, go there too and seek the shoulder of the Almighty soon.
2. If you’re a standing saint, continue to seek the Lord Almighty.
3. If you are a skeptic, the CROSS is the sign you can SEE as a silhouette in the Tabernacle—
the Gospel program of the Old Testament shown directly by object lessons.
The Tabernacle is the “Story of the Cross” taught by “Object Lesson. It is a copy and shadow of
what is in Heaven.

•

“Every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices…They serve at a sanctuary
that is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven. This is why Moses was warned when he
was about to build the tabernacle: See to it that you make everything according to the
pattern shown you on the mountain.” 8:3-5

Let’s continue our study of God’s Trumpets.
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The Sounding of God’s Trumpets Continues
Trumpets are Sounded as David Returns God’s “Ark” to Jerusalem

The “Ark of the Covenant,” which resided inside the “Holy of Holies” (within the Tabernacle),
had been captured by the Philistines. And upon its return, led by King David, there was a
“celebration” that included the sounding of Trumpets. The story has its origins in the following
passage of Scripture penned by King David.
•

“I rejoiced with those who said to me, let us go to the house of the LORD. Our feet are
standing in your gates, O Jerusalem. Jerusalem is built like a city that is closely compacted
together. That is where the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, to praise the name of the
LORD according to the statute given to Israel. There the thrones for judgment stand, the
thrones of the house of David. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: May those who love
you be secure. May there be peace within your walls and security within your citadels.”
For the sake of my brothers and friends, I will say, “Peace be within you.” For the sake of
the house of the LORD our God, I will seek your prosperity.” Psalm 122:1–9

There are two “main” thoughts within David’s prayer.
Let’s review the “first” thought.

“I rejoiced with those who said to me,
let us go to the house of the LORD.
In the first part of David’s prayer, David, and his fellow Jews (Twelve Tribes of Israel) are
rejoicing over the opportunity to go to the “House of the Lord” in Jerusalem. “House of the Lord”
is referring to the “Ark of the Covenant,” where God dwelt in the Tabernacle as the First Temple
had not yet been built. David had relocated the Ark and the Tabernacle to Jerusalem after a period
where the Ark was “lost,” and Jerusalem was not under Israel’s control. The Jews are most likely
going to Jerusalem for either of the three pilgrimage Feasts: Passover, Pentecost, or Tabernacles.
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“Rejoicing” is a reference to singing with joy and gladness and conveys the thought. “Yes, the Ark
of the Lord and His presence are in the Tabernacle—in Jerusalem. Yes, we are going there
now!” Therefore, to fully appreciate the joy and excitement that David and the Jews had over been
able to go to the “House of the Lord” in Jerusalem. Let’s trace the Ark’s journey from the time it
was captured by the Philistines and eventually returned back to Jerusalem. Refer to this chart.

✓ To begin, the “Ark” was with the Israelites in Shiloh.
✓ Then the Israelites who were camped at Ebenezer went out to fight the Philistines who
were encamped at Aphek. The Israelites “presumed” upon God and carried the Ark into
battle against the Philistines. This outraged God and He allowed the Philistines to win the
battle and capture the Ark. The Ark was taken by the Philistines to Ashdod, where they
placed it in the Temple of Dagon. But all sorts of calamities began to afflict the Philistines,
so they decided to return the Ark.
✓ The Ark was then taken to Gath, but then the men of the city were afflicted with tumors.
✓ Then the Ark was sent to Ekron, where similar afflictions broke out.
✓ The Ark was loaded onto a cart pulled by two cows and pointed in the direction of Israel.
The cows wandered about until they arrived at the village called Bethshemesh. When the
people looked inside the Ark, many were struck dead. The Ark continued its journey, and
it ended up at the town of Kiriath-jearim. The Ark remained there in the house of Abinadab.
✓ Finally, the Ark ends its LONG voyage away from the Jewish people and is brought back
to them. The Ark is placed in a tent (Tabernacle) on Mount Moriah (today's Temple Mount)
by King David. This after King David and the Israelites recaptured Jerusalem from the
Jebusites.
Now, here's the story…
•

“The LORD…revealed himself to Samuel through his word…The Israelites camped at
Ebenezer, and the Philistines at Aphek…Israel was defeated by the Philistines…When the
soldiers returned to camp, the elders of Israel asked, “Why did the LORD bring defeat upon
us today before the Philistines? Let us bring the ark of the LORD’s covenant from Shiloh,
so that it may go with us and save us from the hand of our enemies.” So…they brought
back the ark of the covenant of the LORD Almighty, who is enthroned between the
cherubim. And Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the ark of the
covenant of God. When the ark of the LORD’s covenant came into the camp, all Israel
raised such a great shout that the ground shook. Hearing the uproar, the Philistines asked,
“What’s all this shouting in the Hebrew camp?” When they learned that the ark of the LORD
had come into the camp, the Philistines were afraid...Who will deliver us from the hand of
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these mighty gods? They are the gods who struck the Egyptians with all kinds of plagues
in the desert. Be strong, Philistines…Be men and fight!” So, the Philistines fought, and the
Israelites were defeated, and every man fled to his tent. The slaughter was very great…The
ark of God was captured, and Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, died.”
The elders of Israel presumed upon God. They assumed that since God had been with them like
the Ark was carried through the desert for 40 years. And that God had been with them when the
Ark was taken into Canaan as Israelites crossed over the Jordan River. If they took the Ark, they
would defeat the Philistines. However, God NEVER instructed the Israelites to remove the Ark
from the Tabernacle and to take it into battle. Therefore, they were defeated, and the Ark was
captured by the Philistines, and the Ark began a long journey AWAY from the people of God.
•

That same day a Benjamite ran from the battle line and went to Shiloh, his clothes torn and
dust on his head…there was Eli sitting on his chair by the side of the road,
watching…When the man entered the town and told what had happened, the whole town
sent up a cry. Eli heard the outcry and asked, “What is the meaning of this uproar?” The
man hurried over to Eli…He told Eli, “I have just come from the battle line…Eli asked,
“What happened, my son…Israel fled before the Philistines, and the army has suffered
heavy losses. Also, your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of God has
been captured.” When he mentioned the ark of God, Eli fell backward off his chair by the
side of the gate. His neck was broken, and he died…He had led Israel forty years. His
daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas, was pregnant and near the time of delivery. When
she heard the news that the ark of God had been captured and that her father-in-law and
her husband were dead, she went into labor and gave birth, but was overcome by her labor
pains. As she was dying, the women attending her said, “Don’t despair; you have given
birth to a son.” But she did not respond or pay any attention. She named the boy Ichabod,
saying, “The glory has departed from Israel…She said, “The glory has departed from
Israel, for the ark of God has been captured.”

From the moment the Ark of the Covenant was “away,” the Israelites began to suffer.
•

“The Philistines…took it from Ebenezer to Ashdod. Then they carried the ark into
Dagon’s temple and set it beside Dagon. When the people of Ashdod rose early the next
day, there was Dagon, fallen on his face on the ground before the ark of the LORD! They
took Dagon and put him back in his place. But the following morning when they rose, there
was Dagon, fallen on his face on the ground…The LORD’s hand was heavy upon the people
of Ashdod and its vicinity; he brought devastation upon them and afflicted them with
tumors. When the men of Ashdod saw what was happening, they said, “The ark of the God
of Israel must not stay here with us, because his hand is heavy upon us and upon Dagon,
our god.” So, they called together all the rulers of the Philistines and asked them, “What
shall we do with the ark of the God of Israel?” They answered, “Have the ark of the god of
Israel moved to Gath.” So, they moved the ark of the God of Israel. But after they had
moved it, the LORD’s hand was against that city, throwing it into a great panic...So, they
sent the ark of God to Ekron. As the ark of God was entering Ekron, the people of Ekron
cried out, “They have brought the ark of the God of Israel around to us to kill us and our
people…“Send the ark of the God of Israel away; let it go back to its own place, or it will
kill us and our people...Those who did not die were afflicted with tumors, and the outcry
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of the city went up to heaven. When the ark of the LORD had been in Philistine territory
seven months, the Philistines called for the priests and the diviners and said, “What shall
we do with the ark of the LORD…They answered, “If you return the ark of the God of Israel,
do not send it away empty, but by all means, send a guilt offering to him. Then you will be
healed, and you will know why his hand has not been lifted from you.” The Philistines
asked, “What guilt offering should we send to him?” They replied, “Five gold tumors and
five gold rats, according to the number of the Philistine rulers, because the same plague
has struck both you and your rulers.”
The Ark was never intended to be away from the Tabernacle of God. Therefore, whoever possessed
the Ark suffered greatly. Keep in mind that for the MANY years that the Ark was away, the High
Priest could not make atonement for the sins of Israel. So, the Israelites continued to suffer also.
•

•

“Now then, get a new cart ready, with two cows
that have calved and have never been
yoked…Take the ark of the LORD and put it on the
cart, and in a chest beside it, put the gold objects
you are sending back to him as a guilt offering...If
it goes up to its own territory, toward Beth
Shemesh, then the LORD has brought this great
disaster on us…They took two such cows and
hitched them to the cart and penned up their
calves. They placed the ark of the LORD on the cart
and along with it the chest containing the gold rats and the models of the tumors. Then the
cows went straight up toward Beth Shemesh, keeping on the road and lowing all the way;
they did not turn to the right or to the left.”
“Now the people of Beth Shemesh were harvesting
their wheat in the valley, and when they looked up
and saw the ark, they rejoiced at the sight. The cart
came to the field of Joshua of Beth Shemesh, and
there it stopped beside a large rock. The people
chopped up the wood of the cart and sacrificed the
cows as a burnt offering to the LORD. The Levites
took down the ark of the LORD, together with the
chest containing the gold objects, and placed them
on the large rock… These are the gold tumors the
Philistines sent as a guilt offering to the LORD—one each for Ashdod, Gaza, Ashkelon,
Gath, and Ekron. And the number of the gold rats was according to the number of Philistine
towns belonging to the five rulers—the fortified towns with their country villages. The
large rock, on which they set the ark of the LORD, is a witness to this day in the field of
Joshua of Beth Shemesh. But God struck down some of the men of Beth Shemesh, putting
seventy of them to death because they had looked into the ark of the LORD.”
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Why did the Israelite men of Beth Shemesh “LOOK”
inside the Ark? To begin, they would have had to
remove the “covering,” which is the “Mercy Seat.” On
the “Mercy Seat” sat the Two Angels and is where the
Presence of God dwelt. It was also on the “Mercy Seat”
that the High Priest sprinkled the BLOOD of the “To the
Lord” goat, each year, on the Day of Atonement. The
men were most likely looking inside of the Ark to make
sure that the “Tablets,” “Aaron’s Rod,” and the “Golden
Pot of Manna” were still there. They were!
I believe the men were struck down by God for looking inside the Ark because the “Tablets”God’s Law, the Ten Commandments represented judgment. But His Law (His Judgement) was
given to show us our need for mercy.
•

“What, then, was the purpose of the law? It was added because of transgressions until the
Seed to whom the promise referred had come. The Law was put into effect through angels
by a mediator. A mediator, however, does not represent just one party; but God is one. Is
the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely not! For if a law had been
given that could impart life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law. But
the Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin, so that what was promised,
being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe. Before this
faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed. So,
the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. Now that
faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law.” Galatians 3:19–25

On the “Mercy Seat” of the “Ark” is where the High Priest sprinkled blood every year on the “Day
of Atonement. God’s Presence dwelt on the “Mercy Seat.” Therefore, when the Israelite men
removed God’s Presence and His “Mercy,” they stared directly at God’s judgment (The LAW),
and they died.
This “picture” also applies to EVERYONE.
God provided “His Mercy” through the atoning blood sacrifice of His Son, Jesus Christ. The blood
of Jesus is God’s Mercy to us. When we receive “God’s Mercy” by faith, we are spared from
facing His judgment and eternal death. Unfortunately, those who do not accept “God’s Mercy”
stare directly at God’s punishment for eternity.
•

The people mourned because of the heavy blow the LORD had dealt them, and the men of
Beth Shemesh asked, “Who can stand in the presence of the LORD, this holy God? To
whom will the ark go up from here?” Then they sent messengers to the people of Kiriath
Jearim, saying, “The Philistines have returned the ark of the LORD. Come down and take it
up to your place.” So, the men of Kiriath Jearim came and took up the ark of the LORD.
They took it to Abinadab’s house on the hill and consecrated Eleazar his son to guard the
ark of the LORD. It was a long time, twenty years in all, that the ark remained at Kiriath
Jearim.” 1 Samuel 3:19–8:22
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The Ark is still not home. But there’s HOPE. And when the “Ark” is finally back “home,” there is
a celebration that includes the sounding of Trumpets.
•

“David again brought together out of Israel
chosen men, thirty thousand in all. He and all
his men…set the ark of God on a new cart and
brought
it
from
the
house
of
Abinadab…guiding the new cart with the ark
of God on it, and Ahio was walking in front of
it...When they came to the threshing floor of
Nacon, Uzzah reached out and took hold of
the ark of God, because the oxen stumbled.
The LORD’s anger burned against Uzzah
because of his irreverent act; therefore, God struck him down, and he died there beside the
ark of God. Then David was angry because the LORD’s wrath had broken out against
Uzzah, and to this day that place is called Perez Uzzah. David…said, “How can the ark of
the LORD ever come to me…Instead, he took it aside to the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite.
The ark of the LORD remained in the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite for three months, and
the LORD blessed him and his entire household. Now King David was told, “The LORD has
blessed the household of Obed-Edom and everything he has, because of the ark of God.”
So, David went down and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom to the
City of David with rejoicing. When those who were carrying the ark of the LORD had taken
six steps, he sacrificed a bull and a fattened calf. David, wearing a linen ephod, danced
before the LORD with all his might, while he and the entire house of Israel, brought up the
ark of the LORD with shouts and the sound of trumpets…They brought the ark of the LORD
and set it in its place inside the tent that David had pitched for it, and David sacrificed burnt
offerings and fellowship offerings before the LORD.” 2 Samuel 6:1–23

The previous story about the “Arks” return, which included “rejoicing” with the sounding of
Trumpets, is also recorded in I Chronicles.
•

“David…said to the whole assembly of Israel... Let us bring the ark of our God back to
us…David, and all the Israelites were celebrating with all their might before God, with
songs and with harps, lyres, tambourines, cymbals, and trumpets... David assembled all
Israel in Jerusalem to bring up the ark of the LORD to the place he had prepared for
it…David told the leaders of the Levites to appoint their brothers as singers to sing joyful
songs, accompanied by musical instruments: lyres, harps, and cymbals...Benaiah and
Eliezer, the priests, were to blow trumpets before the ark of God…So, all Israel brought
up the ark of the covenant of the LORD with shouts, with the sounding of rams’ horns and
trumpets, and of cymbals, and the playing of lyres and harps…Benaiah and Jahaziel, the
priests, were to blow the trumpets regularly before the ark of the covenant of God…Give
thanks to the LORD, call on his name; make known among the nations what he has done.
Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful acts. Glory in his holy name; let
the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. Look to the LORD and his strength; seek his
face always. Remember the wonders he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he
pronounced, O descendants of Israel his servant, O sons of Jacob, his chosen ones. He is
the LORD our God; his judgments are in all the earth. He remembers his covenant forever,
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the word he commanded, for a thousand generations, the covenant he made with Abraham,
the oath he swore to Isaac. He confirmed it to Jacob as a decree, to Israel as an everlasting
covenant: “To you, I will give the land of Canaan as the portion you will inherit… 1
Chronicles 13:1–16:43
In summary, the Ark of the Covenant had been “away” from the Israelites for MANY years. But
now it is finally back “HOME” in Jerusalem, and David places the Ark in a “Tent.” The Israelites
were elated, and David penned the following Psalm.
•

“Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name; make known among the nations what he has
done. Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful acts. Glory in his holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. “Look to the LORD and his strength; seek
his face always. Remember the wonders he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he
pronounced, O descendants of Israel his servant, O sons of Jacob, his chosen ones. He is
the LORD our God; his judgments are in all the earth. He remembers his covenant forever,
the word he commanded, for a thousand generations, the covenant he made with Abraham,
the oath he swore to Isaac. He confirmed it to Jacob as a decree, to Israel as an everlasting
covenant: To you, I will give the land of Canaan as the portion you will inherit…Sing to
the LORD, all the earth; proclaim his salvation day after day…Ascribe to the LORD, O
families of nations, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength, ascribe to the LORD the glory
due his name…The LORD reigns…Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love
endures forever. Cry out, “Save us, O God our Savior; gather us and deliver us from the
nations, that we may give thanks to your holy name, that we may glory in your praise.”
Praise be to the LORD, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting.” 1 Chronicles 16

YES, the “Shekinah Glory of God” or “God’s Presence,”
resided in between the “Wings” of the Two Angels that sat
on the “Mercy Seat” (on top of the Ark of the Covenant).
So, when the “Ark” was returned to Jerusalem, David
placed the “Ark” into a “Tent.” However, it’s important to
remember that this “Tent” is NOT the Tent of The
Tabernacle. Instead, this “Tent” kept the Ark in a “safe”
place until The First Temple was constructed by King David’s son, King Solomon.
Now, here’s another familiar verse associated with David returning the “Ark” to Jerusalem.
•

“He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.”
Psalm 91:1–2

Rabbinical teaching suggests that the “Tent” David put the Ark into may have been opaque.
Therefore, when the “Sun” cast its light on the “Tent” and on the “Wings” of the Two Angels that
sat on the “Mercy Seat,” a shadow would appear outside of the “Tent.” And though David knew
God personally and communed with Him.
Another way of saying this is that David “Dwelt in the shelter of The Almighty.” But David was
not a Levite, so he could not bask in “God’s Presence,” which resided inside of the “Tent.”
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However, David could “Rest in the shadow of The Almighty.” Therefore, David most likely sat or
laid down outside of the “Tent” in the “shadow” of God’s Presence, which was cast by the sun
reflecting off the Ark of the Covenant.
The application for believers is that unlike David, we can take refuge
DIRECTLY in God’s Presence (and not a shadow of His Presence).
This is because God’s Presence has taken up residence inside the
hearts of ALL believers. What an amazing TRUTH!
Now, let’s review the second part of David’s prayer…

“Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem:
May those who Love you be Secure.”
I believe the best way to explain this verse is to ask the question, “Do
you love Jerusalem?” If so, pray for the “Peace of Jerusalem.” And
when you do, I pray that God will make you “secure”—to prosper. That said, we need to continue
to “Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem because there was and will be a lot of conflicts there. Therefore,
after King David’s reign, Jerusalem was destroyed twice, besieged over 20 times, captured, and
recaptured over 40 times. We must also pray for the Messiah to return. As there can NEVER
be true and lasting peace in Jerusalem until the “Prince of Peace”—the Lord Jesus Christ comes
back to Jerusalem. The word peace is referring to the “Peace of Shalom.” Shalom is the Hebrew
word for peace. Israelis say “Shalom” to greet and say goodbye to one another. However, the term
“Shalom” is more than peace, “Shalom” means, completeness, wholeness, health, safety,
soundness, tranquility, the absence of agitation or discord.
In summary, the return of the “Ark of the Covenant” to Jerusalem was a miracle, orchestrated by
the Hand of God, as He used King David to accomplish this miracle. Let’s also remember that
because King David was a “Good King,” he understood the evilness of “men’s hearts,” but he also
understood that God would forgive anyone who “comes” to God in faith.
•

“The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, their deeds are vile; there
is no one who does good. The LORD looks down from heaven on the sons of men to see if
there are any who understand, any who seek God. All have turned aside, they have together
become corrupt; there is no one who does good, not even one. Will evildoers never learn—
those who devour my people as men eat bread and who do not call on the LORD? There
they are, overwhelmed with dread, for God is present in the company of the righteous.
You evildoers frustrate the plans of the poor, but the LORD is their refuge. Oh, that
salvation for Israel would come out of Zion! When the LORD restores the fortunes of his
people, let Jacob rejoice, and Israel be glad!” Psalm 14

•

“LORD, who may dwell in your sanctuary? Who may live on your holy hill? He whose
walk is blameless and who does what is righteous, who speaks the truth from his heart and
has no slander on his tongue, who does his neighbor no wrong and casts no slur on his
fellowman, who despises a vile man but honors those who fear the LORD, who keeps his
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oath even when it hurts, who lends his money without usury and does not accept a bribe
against the innocent. He who does these things will never be shaken.” Psalms 15
King David wanted to build God a more permanent residence- the Temple.
•

“After the king [David] was settled in his palace…he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I
am, living in a palace of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent.” Nathan replied to
the king, “Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the LORD is with you.” That
night the word of the LORD came to Nathan… ‘This is what the LORD says: Are you the
one to build me a house to dwell in? I have not dwelt in a house from the day I brought the
Israelites up out of Egypt to this day. I have been moving from place to place with a tent
as my dwelling. Wherever I have moved with all the Israelites, did I ever say to any of their
rulers whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, “Why have you not built me a
house of cedar?” 2 Samuel 7:1-16

Solomon is Anointed King of Israel with Trumpets Sounding
When King David, who ruled over the Kingdom of Israel and Judah, was very old, he called for
his wife Bathsheba and made an oath (covenant) concerning their son, Solomon. Solomon would
become the next King of Israel. So, King David calls for his trusted “aids” and tells them to anoint
Solomon as the King of Israel, to blow the Trumpet and to shout, “Long Live King Solomon.”
King David’s aids find Solomon, and they pour oil over him from a “Horn” (Shofar), which
came from the Tabernacle or “Sacred Tent.” Then the Shofar Trumpet was sounded, and God’s
People shouted, “Long live King Solomon. Later, King David gave his son a “charge” to obey
The Lord and to follow His Ways. However, though King Solomon started “well,” he ended up
poorly as one of Israel’s “Evil Kings.”
•

“When King David was old and well advanced in years…
King David said, “Call in Bathsheba.” So, she came into the
king’s presence and stood before him. The king then took an
oath: “As surely as the LORD lives, who has delivered me out
of every trouble, I will surely carry out today what I swore to
you by the LORD, the God of Israel: Solomon, your son, shall
be king after me, and he will sit on my throne in my
place…King David said, “Call in Zadok the priest…When
they came before the king, he said to them: “Take your lord’s
servants with you and set Solomon my son on my own mule
and take him down to Gihon. There have Zadok the priest and
Nathan the prophet anoint him king over Israel. Blow the trumpet and shout, ‘Long live
King Solomon…I have appointed him ruler over Israel and Judah...So Zadok the priest,
Nathan the prophet, Benaiah son of Jehoiada, the Kerethites and the Pelethites went down
and put Solomon on King David’s mule and escorted him to Gihon. Zadok, the priest, took
the horn of oil from the sacred tent and anointed Solomon. Then they sounded the trumpet,
and all the people shouted, “Long live King Solomon…When the time drew near for David
to die, he gave a charge to Solomon, his son. “I am about to go the way of all the earth,”
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he said. “So be strong, show yourself a man, and observe what the LORD your God
requires: Walk in his ways, and keep his decrees and commands, his laws and
requirements, as written in the Law of Moses, so that you may prosper in all you do and
wherever you go.” 1 Kings 1–4

With Trumpets Sounding, King Solomon Announces
God’s Temple will be Built

After the “Ark of the Covenant,” was “stolen,” King David captured it and returned it to
Jerusalem. King David had it in mind to build a Temple-a permanent Residence for The LORD.
However, it was King Solomon who would build the Temple on Mount Moriah.
•

“Solomon and the whole assembly went to the high place at Gibeon, for God’s Tent of
Meeting was there, which Moses the LORD’s servant had made in the desert. Now David
had brought up the ark of God from Kiriath Jearim to the place he had prepared for it
because he had pitched a tent for it in Jerusalem…Solomon gave orders to build a temple
for the Name of the LORD and a royal palace for himself… Now I am about to build a
temple for the Name of the LORD my God and to dedicate it to him for burning fragrant
incense before him, for setting out the consecrated bread regularly, and for making burnt
offerings every morning and evening and on Sabbaths and New Moons and at the
appointed feasts of the LORD our God. This is a lasting ordinance for Israel. “The temple
I am going to build will be great because our God is greater than all other gods…Then
Solomon began to build the temple of the LORD in Jerusalem on Mount Moriah,
where the LORD had appeared to his father David… 2 Chronicles 1-3

King Hiram sent men, materials, and cedar logs through the port of Joppa to build King Solomon’s
Temple in Jerusalem. Joppa was later changed to “Jaffa,” where we saw the BIG Fish, and the
story of Jonah began.
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Hiram king of Tyre replied by letter to Solomon: “Because the LORD loves his people, he has
made you their king… “I am sending you Huram-Abi, a man of great skill… “Now let my
lord send his servants the wheat and barley and the olive oil and wine he promised, and we
will cut all the logs from Lebanon that you need and will float them in rafts by sea down to
Joppa. You can then take them up to Jerusalem.” 2 Chronicles 2:1-16

King Solomon’s Temple is Dedicated with Many Trumpets Sounding

On this chart, you can see:
The first three Feasts of Passover, Unleavened Bread, and First Fruits are “Spring Harvest Feasts,”
and all occur in the 1st month of “Nisan.”
The fourth Feast of Pentecost occurs in the 3rd month of “Sivan.”
The last three Feasts of Trumpets, Day of Atonement and Tabernacles are “Fall Harvest Feasts,”
and all occur in the 7th month of “Tishrei.”
We now come to 2 Chronicles 1-7 and the dedication of King Solomon’s Temple.
In the 7th month (Tishrei), there are Three FALL Feasts.
❖ “Trumpets,” which begins on the 1st day of Tishrei.
❖ “Day of Atonement,” which begins on the 10th day of Tishrei.
❖ “Tabernacles,” which begins on the 15th day and lasts for seven days.
Interestingly, the Jews came to Jerusalem for the Dedication of King Solomon’s Temple on
the Feast of “Trumpets.” The Jews stayed through the Feast of “Day of Atonement” and through
to the end of the Feast of “Tabernacles.” Therefore, the Jews were in Jerusalem for 22 days. Then
on the 23rd day, which is the “Day After” the end of Tabernacles (or the 8th day), King Solomon
sent everyone home.
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With that in mind, please review the following chart.

Now, let’s take a closer look at the events surrounding the dedication of King Solomon’s Temple.
On the 1st Day of the Seven Month (Tishrei) is the Feast of “Trumpets”The “Ark of the Covenant” Arrives in Jerusalem and is Placed in the “Holy of Holies”Trumpets are Sounded.
God chose Jerusalem to be “His City” and where “His Name”
would dwell. That’s why King Solomon’s Temple was built on
Mount Moriah in Jerusalem. And after the Temple was
completed, King Solomon summoned the elders of Israel, the
heads of the 12 Tribes, and the chiefs from the Israelite families
to Jerusalem. They brought the “Ark of the Covenant,” and they
came on the “Feast of Trumpets.”
•

“When all the work Solomon had done for the temple of the LORD was finished, he brought
in the things his father David had dedicated… and he placed them in the treasuries of
God’s temple. Then Solomon summoned to Jerusalem the elders of Israel, all the heads of
the tribes and the chiefs of the Israelite families, to bring up the ark of the LORD’s covenant
from Zion, the City of David. And all the men of Israel came together to the king at the
time of the festival [Trumpets] in the seventh month.”

The “Ark of the Covenant” had to be inside of the “Holy of Holies” before, the next Feast “Day
of Atonement” could be celebrated. And as the “Ark” was being led and placed then inside
the “Holy of Holies”-120 Priests Sounded their “Temple Trumpets” (Silver Trumpets).
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•

“The priests then brought the ark of the LORD’s covenant to
its place in the inner sanctuary of the temple, the Most Holy
Place, and put it beneath the wings of the cherubim…All the
Levites who were musicians…stood on the east side of the
altar, dressed in fine linen and playing cymbals, harps and
lyres. They were accompanied by 120 priests sounding
trumpets. The trumpeters and singers joined in unison, as
with one voice, to give praise and thanks to the LORD.
Accompanied by trumpets, cymbals, and other instruments,
they raised their voices in praise to the LORD and sang: “He is good; his love endures
forever.”
The Temple is Dedicated on “Days 2-9” In-between the Feasts of “Trumpets” and
“Day of Atonement”- More Trumpets are Sounded.

Ezra, the writer of 2 Chronicles, tells us that for “7 Days,” the Jews celebrated the “Dedication
of the Altar,” which is the dedication of The Temple. The “Ark of the Covenant” was now in
its rightful place-the “Holy of Holies.” Therefore, these “7 Days” had to be “Days 2-9” after
“Trumpets” as the “Day of Atonement” begins on 10th Day. A “Google” search also revealed that
this period of “10 Days” in-between “Trumpets” and “Day of Atonement” has morphed into
another Jewish tradition. Today, this period is called the “Days of Awe” or the “10 Days of
Return.” It’s a time for repentance, restitution, reflection, and reconnecting with God.
As part of the dedication, King Solomon communes with God on behalf of the Nation of Israel.
Following, I’m calling his prayers, “Prayers of Atonement.” Most likely, King Solomon’s prayers
influenced the Jews in forming their Jewish Tradition- “Days of Awe.” As you read his prayers,
you get a sense of the type of prayers the “High Priest” prayed on behalf of the Jewish Nation on
“Day of Atonement.” To begin, King Solomon blesses the entire Nation of Israel. Then he stands
at the Temple along with the Priests and God’s People. He kneels down and stretches out his hands
towards heaven as he dedicates The Temple to the LORD.
•

“Then Solomon said…I have built a
magnificent temple for you, a place for you
to dwell forever…Then Solomon stood
before the altar of the LORD in front of the
whole assembly of Israel and spread out his
hands…He stood on the platform and then
knelt down before the whole assembly of
Israel and spread out his hands toward
heaven…“O LORD, God of Israel, there is
no God like you in heaven or on earth—you
who keep your covenant of love with your
servants who continue wholeheartedly in
your way….Yet give attention to your servant’s prayer and his plea for mercy, O LORD
my God…“When your people Israel have been defeated by an enemy because they have
sinned against you and when they turn back and confess your name, praying and making
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supplication before you in this temple, then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of your
people Israel and bring them back to the land you gave to them and their fathers…Teach
them the right way to live, and send rain on the land you gave your people for an
inheritance…Forgive, and deal with each man according to all he does, since you know
his heart (for you alone know the hearts of men), so that they will fear you and walk in
your ways all the time they live in the land you gave our fathers…When they sin against
you—for there is no one who does not sin…say, ‘We have sinned, we have done wrong
and acted wickedly’; and if they turn back to you with all their heart and soul in the land
of their captivity where they were taken, and pray toward the land you gave their fathers,
toward the city you have chosen and toward the temple I have built for your Name; then
from heaven, your dwelling place, hear their prayer and their pleas, and uphold their cause.
And forgive your people who have sinned against you.”
To review, on the “Mercy Seat,” there were “Two Angels” who sat with their wings spread
“outward and upward.” Interestingly, their “wings” form a “SHIN.” And it was in-between the
“Two Wings” that “God’s Presence” had resided while the “Ark of the Covenant” was in God’s
temporary home-the “Tabernacle” or the “Tent of Meeting.” But now the “Ark of the Covenant”
was inside the Holy of Holies, in King Solomon’s Temple. God’s Presence would have to descend
and take up residence there, too. And that’s precisely what happened.
•

“When Solomon finished praying, fire came down from heaven and consumed the burnt
offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the LORD filled the temple.”

God’s Presence was so STRONG that it prevented the priests from entering into the Temple. It
also caused the people to kneel with their faces to the ground. But still, they sang a song.
•

“The priests could not enter the temple of the LORD because the glory of the LORD filled
it. When all the Israelites saw the fire coming down and the glory of the LORD above the
temple, they knelt on the pavement with their faces to the ground, and they worshiped and
gave thanks to the LORD, saying, “He is good; his love endures forever.”

King Solomon and all the people continued to dedicate The
Temple as they offered MORE sacrifices to God. They
sacrificed 22,000 cattle and 120,000 sheep and goats.
That’s a staggering number of animals. The priests also
blew their Trumpets.
•

“King Solomon offered a sacrifice of twenty-two
thousand head of cattle and a hundred and twenty
thousand sheep and goats. So, the king and all the
people dedicated the temple of God. The priests took
their positions, as did the Levites with the LORD’s
musical instruments, which King David had made
for praising the LORD and which were used when he
gave thanks, saying, “His love endures forever.”
Opposite the Levites, the priests blew their trumpets,
and all the Israelites were standing.”
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On the 10th Day of the Seven Month (Tishrei) is the Feast of “Day of Atonement.”
To review:
❖ The Jews came to Jerusalem on the Feast of “Trumpets”
with the “Ark of the Covenant,” and it was placed inside
of the “Holy of Holies”-Trumpets are sounded.
❖ “God’s Presence” descended from Heaven and took up
residence in the Temple.
❖ Then King Solomon and all the people offered more
sacrifices to God as more Trumpets are sounded. Now, everything was in place for the
High Priest to make atonement for the Nation of Israel on the “Day of Atonement.”
❖ Therefore, “5 days” after the “Day of Atonement” is the Feast of “Tabernacles.”
On the 15th Day of the Seven Month (Tishrei) is the Feast of “Tabernacles.”
It’s a Celebration that God, The Father, is in His “New House.”
Where did all the Jews live while they were in Jerusalem for 22 days? Some stayed with fellow
Jews who lived in and around Jerusalem. But most Jews lived in “tents” (Tabernacle.) That’s so
“fitting” because God’s Presence had once resided in a “Tent” (Tent of Meeting or Tabernacle).
But NOW God’s Presence had a permanent place to dwell-The Temple.
On our “Timeline,” it’s now the day after the end of Tabernacles, which lasted for “7 Days.”
Another way to express the “day after” is to say, it’s the “8th Day.” The Jews have been in
Jerusalem for “22 Days,” and they’ve dedicated King Solomon’s Temple-Many Trumpets have
sounded. The Jews have also celebrated ALL Three FALL Feasts. Everyone is glad in heart, but
it’s time to go home. So, on the 23rd Day, King Solomon sent everyone back home! God is GOOD!
•

“So, Solomon observed the festival at that time for seven days [Feast of Tabernacles], and
all Israel with him—a vast assembly…On the eighth day [The day after the end of
Tabernacles], they held an assembly, for they had celebrated the dedication of the altar
for seven days [Days “2-9” in between Trumpets and Atonement] and the festival
[Tabernacles] for seven days more. On the twenty-third day of the seventh month, he sent
the people to their homes, joyful and glad in heart for the good things the LORD had done
for David and Solomon and for his people Israel.”

All the living creatures mentioned in the Bible, the sparrow
is the most common and the least expensive.
➢ Jesus said, “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?
Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from
the will of your Father. And even the very hairs of your
head are all numbered. So, don’t be afraid; you are
worth more than many sparrows.” Matthew 10:29–3
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The First Temple was a massive structure, with many places for a sparrow to build her nest. And
while all the other animals were being sacrificed to God at the Brazen Altar of Sacrifice, the
sparrow was “living” closest to the heart of God in the in cracks and crevices of the Temple. In the
following Psalm, the Psalmist conveys his desire to be as close to God as the sparrow.
•

“How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD Almighty! My soul yearns, even faints, for
the courts of the LORD; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. Even the sparrow
has found a home and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may have her young—a
place near your altar.” Psalm 84:1–3

Now, let’s review the fascinating facts about God’s Covenants.
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Biblical Truths about God’s Eight Covenants
Light and Darkness
In Genesis, the first book of the Old Testament, the Bibles opens with the “light.”
•

“God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. God saw that the light was good, and
he separated the light from the darkness. God called the light “day,” and the darkness he
called “night… God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day
from the night and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years, and let them
be lights in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth.” God made two great lights—
the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made
the stars. God set them in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth, to govern the
day.”

In Matthew, the first book of the New Testament, the Bible opens with the “light.”
•

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He
was with God in the beginning. Through him, all things were made; without him, nothing
was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light
shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. There came a man who was
sent from God; his name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that light
so that through him, all men might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as
a witness to the light. The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the
world.” John 1:1–14

➢ Jesus said, “I AM the Light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in
darkness but will have the light of life.”
So, where does light, and what is darkness come
from? I asked this question as I looked at this picture.
In it, you can see darkness. But you can also see the
light coming from the candles of Jewish “Menorahs.”
Then I Googled, “Can light exist without darkness?”
Here is what I discovered.
▪ Light is just a series of particles zooming through space-little beams of radiation.
▪ Darkness is described merely as the absence of light.
By this standard, “light” and “darkness” are just a double toggle as in a light switch. If you want
light, you turn it on, and if you want darkness, you turn it off. But the universe is not a light switch.
In the universe, there will always be light because:
▪ Stars produce light as a byproduct of the incredible pressures at their centers.
▪ New stars form light as they burn away dust and gas.
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In the universe, there will always be darkness because:
▪ When light hits an object, it creates a shadow.
Therefore, on planet earth, we can SEE “light and darkness.” There is no denying that both exist.
Now, I will refer to “light” and “darkness” in a different context.
▪ “Light” = “Good.”
▪ “Darkness” = “Evil.”
Therefore, if God created the “Light” (Good), why did He also create the “Darkness? (Evil)?
HE DIDN’T!
So, who created the “darkness” or “evil” we see in our present world?

The “FALL” of Adam and Eve
Let’s unpack the story of Adam and Eve and the “FALL,” which brought about the “darkness” we
can see in our present world. But to do that, we need to understand “God’s Eight Covenants.”
To begin, God’s Word divided into “Periods of Time,” and each is first started with a Covenant.
The Hebrew word for “Cut” is “B'rith,” which means to cut with the shedding of blood. A
Covenant is a binding agreement “cut” between two or more parties.
Please review this chart.

✓ Covenants 1 and 5 are “Conditional Covenants” and are NO longer in effect.
✓ Covenants 2,3,4,6,7,8 are “Unconditional Covenants” and are still in effect.

Page 105 ©2016 by Michael (Ben) Attar
You can read, download, or print this manuscript at www.GoodMoodFoundation.org

“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM
Subtitled “Sound the Trumpets in Zion”

“Life” Lessons from God’s Eight Covenants
Before we look deeper into each of God’s Eight Covenants, let’s understand the “Life” Lessons
contained in God’s Eight Covenants.”
1) Edenic Covenant
Eternal “LIFE”-Eternal life with God was available to Adam and Eve by eating from the “Tree
of Life” in the middle of “Garden of Eden.” But they ate from the “other” tree- “The tree of the
knowledge of good and evil.” And by their sin, they blew it for ALL Mankind. Later, God sent
Messiah-the True “Tree of Life” to Mount Calvary. Anyone who believes in HIM will obtain
Eternal Life with God.
2) Adamic Covenant
Redeemed “LIFE”- Adam and Eve chose to cover up their sin with coverings they had made
from fig leaves. But God required blood to “cover” sin, so He clothed them with animal skins.
Later, God sent Messiah-the Lamb of God who willingly gave up His life to Redeem- (exchange)
Man’s sinful coverings, which are as “filthy rags” with the coverings of His Righteous SON.
3) Noahic Covenant
Righteous “LIFE” - Mankind became so “lost” in their sin that God “wiped” them out with a
flood. But Noah (a righteous man) and his family were “saved” in the protection of the “Ark.”
Later, God sent Messiah The “Righteous One” to “save” the unrighteous and to clothe us with His
Righteousness. Anyone who places their Faith in HIM is “Made Righteous.”
4) Abrahamic Covenant
Blessed “LIFE”-The 4th Covenant or Abrahamic Covenant is an unconditional covenant made
between God and Abraham, which is still in effect today. God Promises Abraham and his
descendants that they will be a “Great Nation” and a “Blessing” to the Gentile-Nations.
5) “Old Covenant”
WORKS “LIFE” - God gave the Jews 613 Laws, but NO ONE could obey them. God also
provided a “Tabernacle System” so Jews could bring and sacrifice animals to “cover” their sins.
Jews also put “Tefillin” two small boxes with the “Shema”-one on their head and one on their left
arm next to their heart. God’s Word was symbolically placed “externally” ON their MINDS and
ON their HEARTS.
6) Land Covenant
Israeli “LIFE” - The Land of Israel belongs to the Jewish people by God’s Divine Covenant. But
after the Romans destroyed Jerusalem in 70 AD, the Jews were scattered to the “four corners” of
the earth. However, in 1948, the Nation of Israel was re-born. And Jews began “returning” to the
Promised Land. Israel is a “Tiny Land” with NO “Natural Resources.” So, the Israelis rely on the
only resource they really need, their brains. Israel is known as the “Start-Up Nation” as many
companies, and venture capitalists come to Israel to “tap” into the Jewish “Brain Trust.”
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7) Davidic Covenant
Messianic “LIFE” - King David brought “The Ark of the Covenant” back to Jerusalem after it
had been captured. He put the “Ark” in a “Tent. But King David wanted to build a permanent
Temple for God to dwell in. But it was his successor, his son, King Solomon, who would build the
“First Temple” in Jerusalem. After it was destroyed, King Herod built the “Second Temple.” Jesus
Christ, the Messiah, came from the “Seed of David,” and in the line of Judah. Jesus, the “King of
the Jews,” came to earth the first time, as a Lamb. But when the “King of Kings and LORD of
LORDS” comes back the second time, He will come back as the “Lion of Judah.” And He will set
up His Eternal Kingdom on earth in the “New Jerusalem.”
8) “New Covenant”
GRACE “LIFE” - Jews put the Word of God ON their heads and ON their hearts via the
Tefillin. But the prophet Jeremiah said, “The time is coming…when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with
their forefathers… I will put my law IN their minds and write it ON their hearts (Jeremiah 31:31).
God sent His One and Only Son Jesus Christ to bring the “New Covenant,” which began at His
death on the Cross, which occurred on Passover. Therefore, by believing the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, God’s law is written “internally” IN your mind and ON your heart. The “Life of
Grace” offers “TRUE LIFE,” replacing the “Life of Works,” which offers no life at all.
Now, let’s review God’s “Eight Covenants” from the beginning in the context of Scripture…

Understanding God’s Eight Covenants from the “Beginning”
IN THE BEGINNING, GOD CREATED THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH.
Genesis 1:1
On each of the first six days, God creates:
1. “Let there be light…”
2. “Let there be expanse (sky)…”
3. “Let there be land, seas, and vegetation…”
4. “Let there be sun, moon, and stars…”
5. “Let there be living creatures in the sea and birds…”
6. “Let there be living creatures on the land… and let ‘us’ make MAN.”
God worked for six days, He “Finished His Work” and on the seventh day…
7. God rested-the Sabbath.
•

“Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over
the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all
the creatures that move along the ground.” So, God created man in his own image, in the
image of God, he created him; male and female he created them.” Genesis 1:26–27

Interestingly, God said, “Let there be…light, sky, land, seas, vegetation, sun, moon stars, living
creatures in the sea and on land.”
However, before God creates “Man.” God says, “Let us make man in our image…
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Keep in mind that “us” is not referring to Many Gods. Instead, “us” is referring to ONE God
manifested in “three different persons.” This reality is not fully understood with our finite minds.
However, the truth of Scripture reveals that God manifests Himself in the “Person” of:
1. The Father
2. The Son
3. The Holy Spirit
The Garden of Eden:
•

“Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he
had formed. And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that
were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of
life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil…The LORD God took the man and
put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. And the LORD God commanded
the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it, you will surely die. The
LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for
him… The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.” Genesis 2:8-25

This is the 1st-Edenic Covenant-a conditional covenant made between God and Adam and is no
longer in effect today. Adam is NOT to eat from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. No
one knows where the “Garden of Eden” was located because the “boundaries” mentioned in the
Bible were changed after the “Worldwide” flood (Noah). But Scripture seems to show that the
“Garden of Eden” was most likely located on or near “Mount Moriah” (Abraham and Isaac).
Interestingly, the first tree to be mentioned in the Bible is “THE TREE OF LIFE.” And the second
tree to be mentioned in the Bible is “The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.” Adam and Eve
were both naked, and they felt no shame because they are “sinless.” But that’s about to change.
The FALL-The Lier and the LIE:
•

“Now the serpent was craftier than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He
said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”
The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did
say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must
not touch it, or you will die.’” “You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman.
“For God knows that when you eat of it, your eyes will be opened, and you will be like
God, knowing good and evil.” When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for
food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate
it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of
both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so, they sewed fig leaves
together and made coverings for themselves.” Genesis 3:1–7

There is One God-the God of the Bible. But there is also One adversary-Satan-the Lier. And the
“evil one” Satan (serpent) enticed Eve to eat from the “Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.”
Then Eve gave the fruit to Adam to eat, and their “eyes were opened.” Adam and Eve “attempted”
to reconcile themselves with God, so they made coverings for themselves from fig leaves.
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Interestingly, FIG leaves indicate there was a Fig Tree in “The Garden” and is the first mention of
any “species” of a tree in the Bible. Maybe, there were other “species” of trees in “The Garden.”
So, why did Adam and Eve choose to cover themselves with fig leaves? The Bible doesn’t say.
However, many years later, after Jacob’s 12 sons split into two Kingdoms:
❖ “The Southern Kingdom” was represented by a FIG Tree.
God curses SATAN-the serpent:
•

“Because you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals!
You will crawl on your belly, and you will eat dust all the days of your life. And I will put
enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush
your head, and you will strike his heel.” Genesis 3:14–15

This is the 2nd -Adamic Covenant -an unconditional covenant made between God and Adam and
is still in effect today. This is the first time in Scripture where God promises a “Redeemer” who
will come to restore MAN from the “FALL,” which resulted from Adam’s sin.
And over 2,000 years later, God provided the Savior, Jesus Christ (“Second Adam”), to “save” all
MANKIND who are under the curse of sin. “Original Sin” is defeated by the blood of Jesus Christ.
•

“Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man [Adam], and death through sin,
and in this way death came to all men because all sinned— for before the law was given,
sin was in the world…Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of
Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a
pattern of the one to come…For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through
that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace
and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.” Romans
5: 12-21

God curses Eve:
•

“I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain, you will give birth to children.
Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.” Genesis 3:16

God curses Adam:
•

“Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you,
‘You must not eat of it,’ “Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil, you
will eat of it all the days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles for you…By the
sweat of your brow, you will eat your food until you return to the ground…

NOW, God “Clothes” Adam and Eve:
•

“The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam, and his wife and [GOD] clothed them.”
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Adam and Eve first clothed “themselves” with FIG leaves. But God now “exchanged” (redeemed)
Adam and Eve’s (coverings of fig leaves) and replaced them with “garments of skin.” Now, keep
in mind that to make a “garment of skin,” an animal must lose its life (unwillingly) and spill its
blood. This is also the first time we see in Scripture that blood is required to “redeem.” Later, God
set up a “system of sacrifice” (Tabernacle and Temple) where MANY animals were sacrificed
(unwillingly) and their blood spilled, to “cover” the sins of the Jewish people. But this was a
“Temporary System” until Messiah arrived. Messiah came ONCE and for ALL and willingly gave
up His Life and put ALL sin on HIMSELF. Salvation and atonement for sins is NOT man’s work
(typified by Adam and Eve covering themselves), but God’s Work-He “clothed” them. Again,
this is a picture Messiah who “Clothes” us with His “Righteousness” (we’ll look at this later).
ETERNAL Life:
•

“And the LORD God said, “The man has now become like one of “us,” knowing good and
evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and also take from the tree of life and
eat and live forever.” So, the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden…After
he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a
flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.”

Again, we see the word “us,” referring to ONE God-Three Persons. Also, for the first time in
Scripture, God reveals there is ETERNAL LIFE. Scripture also reveals that everyone will have
“eternal life.” The question, therefore, is “destination.” The Bible offers two destinations-Heaven
with God or Hell with Satan. And here, we see that “The Way” to eternal life with GOD is by
reaching out and “eating” from the “TREE OF LIFE.” But that is no longer possible. God will
have to provide “another way” to eat from the “Tree of life” who is in in fact-Messiah.
God banishes Adam and Eve from the “Garden” and places cherubim (Angels) and a “flamingflashing sword” to guard this “former way” to the “Tree of Life.” But here, God is “pointing” to
another “Garden,” which was revealed 2,000 years later- “The Garden of Gethsemane.” And
Messiah goes to this “Garden” before He is crucified on a TREE on Mount Calvary. And as we’ll
see throughout our journey, anyone who reaches out and “eats from “THE TREE OF LIFE” will
have Eternal Life with God.
Adam and Eve’s two sons; Cain and Abel:
•

“Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. Over time Cain brought some of the
fruits of the soil as an offering to the LORD. And Abel also brought an offering—fat
portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel and
his offering, but on Cain and his offering, he did not look with favor. So, Cain was very
angry, and his face was downcast. Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why
is your face, downcast? If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not
do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must rule
over it.” Genesis 4:2–7

Cain (Adam and Eve’s first son) worked the fields and was a farmer. Abel (second son) kept flocks
and was a shepherd. Both sons inherited the “bloodline of sin” passed through by their sinful
parents. But why does God look unfavorably upon Cain’s offering of “produce?” And why does
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God look favorably upon Abel’s offering of “livestock?” The answer is that for the first time in
Scripture, we see the “picture” that a blood sacrifice is a “required offering” for coming to God.
Abel came to God-God’s way with blood, and his offering was accepted. In the “same way,” there
is “Only One Way” to come to God through the “blood” of the Messiah. In contrast, Cain came to
God with produce” (no blood), which cannot remove sin, and his offering was rejected.
Today, MAN tries to come to God “Their Way”-referred to in the Scripture as “The Way of Cain.”
Subsequently, because Cain’s offering was rejected, he kills his brother Abel. And Abel is the first
person in the Bible to have suffered and died for “righteousness sake.” In summary, Cain was
angry at God, so he took out his anger on his brother. Abel died because he worshiped God rightly.
The writer of Hebrews tells us that “the blood of Jesus speaks better things than that of Abel.”
Abel’s blood cried out for vengeance while Christ’s blood cries out for mercy.
•

“But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God.
You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, to the church
of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of
all men, to the spirits of righteous men made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a new
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.”
Hebrews 12:22–24

The “Fall” of Adam is the FALL of all humanity:
•

“The LORD saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the earth, and
that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time. The
LORD regretted that he had made human beings on the earth, and his heart was deeply
troubled…But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD…So God said to Noah, “I am
going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them…
So, make yourself an ark… I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life
under the heavens, every creature that has the breath of life in it…But I will establish my
covenant with you, and you will enter the ark—you and your sons and your wife and your
sons’ wives with you.” Genesis 6:5-22

The “FALL of MAN,” which was caused by Adam and Eve’s sin, continues through later
generations. The inhabitants of the earth had become so sinful that God decided to wipe everyone
out with a worldwide flood. But in His grace and mercy, God instructed Noah to build an ARK.
The “Ark” is a “Covering,” which will “Save” Noah and his family. Noah’s name means “rest,”
and he brought “rest” after 40 days and nights of rain. This is the first “picture” we see that a
Messiah will provide a “way” for His people to be “covered” and “saved.” Jesus Christ, the greater
Noah, is the only one who can offer “rest” for our souls.
The WORLD-wide Flood:
•

“For forty days, the flood kept coming on the earth, and as the waters increased, they lifted
the ark high above the earth… and the ark floated on the surface of the water. They rose
greatly on the earth, and all the high mountains under the entire heavens were
covered…Every living thing that moved on land perished—birds, livestock, wild animals,
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all the creatures that swarm over the earth, and all mankind… Only Noah was left, and
those with him in the ark.” Genesis 7:17–24
The “worldwide” flood changed the World’s geography, and after the waters receded, Noah sent
out a raven to verify the waters had receded. But the raven kept flying back and forth. Then Noah
sent out a dove, but it could not find anywhere to perch, so it returned to the ark. Noah waited
another seven days and sent the dove back out. This time the dove returned with a freshly plucked
olive leaf.
•

“When the dove returned to him in the evening, there in its beak was a freshly plucked
olive leaf! Then Noah knew that the water had receded from the earth.” Genesis 8:10–12

The “olive leaf” the dove brought back meant there was an Olive Tree. But why an olive leaf? The
dove could have brought back the “leaf” of any other “type” of a tree. The Bible doesn’t tell us.
However, many years later, after Jacob’s 12 sons split into two kingdoms. And the “Northern
Kingdom” was represented by an Olive Tree.
God makes a covenant with Noah.
•

“I now establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after you…Never again
will all life be destroyed by the waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to
destroy the earth.” Genesis 9:7–11

This is the 3rd Noahic Covenant -an unconditional covenant made between God and Noah, which
is still in effect today. God PROMISES that no worldwide flood will ever destroy the earth again.
Tower of Babel:
•

“Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the
heavens… But the LORD came down to see the city… The LORD said, “If as one people
speaking the same language, they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will
be impossible for them. Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not
understand each other. So, the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they
stopped building the city. That is why it was called Babel.” Genesis 11:1–9

The “people” wanted to build a tower that extended towards the heavens-towards God. The people
also had one language. So, God introduced “other” languages so people could not understand each
other’s language, and they are scattered throughout the world. Later, we’ll see how the Holy Spirit
“fulfills” this story. And again, we see “us”-a reference to God in Three Persons.
God “Calls” Abram:
It’s important to remember that Noah had three sons (Shem, Ham, and Japheth). And from Noah’s
first son, Shem, come Abram-the Father of all Nations.
•

“The LORD [God] had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s
household to the land [Israel] I will show you. “I will make you [Israel-Jewish People] into
Page 112 ©2016 by Michael (Ben) Attar
You can read, download, or print this manuscript at www.GoodMoodFoundation.org

“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM
Subtitled “Sound the Trumpets in Zion”

a great nation, and I will bless you. I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.
I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse, and all peoples on
earth will be blessed through you.” Genesis 12:1–3
This is the 4th Abrahamic Covenant -an unconditional covenant made between God and
Abraham, which is still in effect today. God Promises Abram and his descendants that they will be
a “Great Nation” and a “Blessing” to the Gentile-Nations.
Here is what God promises to do:
1. I will make Abram the father of a new country, Israel, and a people, the Jews.
2. I will give Abram a “specific” piece of land. Israel.
3. I will make Israel into a “Great Nation.”
4. I will bless Israel and the Jewish People.
5. I will make Israel have a “Great name.”
6. I will bless those who bless Israel and the Jewish People.
7. I will curse those who curse Israel and the Jewish People.
8. I will use Israel and the Jewish People to bless the “Nations.”
God “Seals” the Covenant with Abram.
•

“So, the LORD said to him, “Bring me a heifer, a goat and a ram, each three years old, along
with a dove and a young pigeon.” Abram brought all these to him, cut them in two and
arranged the halves opposite each other; the birds, however, he did not cut in half. Then
birds of prey came down on the carcasses, but Abram drove them away. As the sun was
setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep…Then the LORD said to him, “Know for certain that
your descendants will be strangers in a country not their own, and they will be enslaved
and mistreated four hundred years. But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and
afterward, they will come out with great possessions…In the fourth generation, your
descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full
measure.” When the sun had set, and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot with a blazing
torch appeared and passed between the pieces. On that day, the LORD made a covenant
with Abram and said, “To your descendants, I give this land…” Genesis 15:8–20

God changes Abram’s name to Abraham. The sign of the Abrahamic Covenant was the
circumcision of all males on the eighth day after their birth. Circumcision is the “cutting” away of
the foreskin of a Jewish male’s genitals.
•

“When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, “I am God
Almighty; walk before me and be blameless. I will confirm my covenant between me and
you and will greatly increase your numbers.” Abram fell facedown, and God said to him,
“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations. No
longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father
of many nations. I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will
come from you. I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and
you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the
God of your descendants after you. The whole land of Canaan, where you are now an alien,
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I will give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I will
be their God.” Genesis 17:1-22
God Promises Abraham and Sarah a son.
However, Sarah becomes impatient with God about a promised child. So, she instructs Abraham
to sleep with her maidservant Hagar, and she births a child they name Ishmael-the father of all the
Arab Nations. This is important to remember because Jews and those of Arab descent are all
brothers. We all have the same father-Abraham. Later, God honors the covenant He “cut” with
Abraham, Sarah births the “son of promise,” and they name him Isaac.
Finally, it’s essential to understand that “History” has, in fact, confirmed that God kept His
Promises to Abraham. God has:
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Made Abram the father of a new country, Israel, and a people, the Jews.
Given Abram a “specific” piece of land-Israel.
Made Israel into a “Great Nation.”
Blessed Israel and the Jewish People.
Made Israel and the Jewish People have a “Great” name.
Blessed those who bless Israel and the Jewish People.
Cursed those who cursed Israel and the Jewish People.
Used Israel and the Jewish People to bless the “Nations.”

The writer of Hebrew summarizes what we just learned.
•

“By faith Abraham, even though he was past age—and Sarah herself was barren—was
enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise.
And so, from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the
stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore… By faith, Abraham, when
God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had received the promises was about
to sacrifice his one and only son, even though God had said to him, “It is through Isaac
that your offspring will be reckoned.” Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead,
and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death.” Hebrews 11:8-19
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God’s Economy
Now, let’s look at the “Abraham Covenant” in a context that is indicative of “God’s Economy.” It
reveals how God intended for Jews and Gentiles to treat each other.

Jews-BLESS the Gentiles

Gentiles-BLESS the Jews
The word “BLESS” = LIFE
In “simple terms,” you can confer a blessing, and you can provide a blessing.
1. To Confer a Blessing—Speak God’s favor and protection, out loud or in your heart.
✓ Example: At your Jewish Doctor’s office, you can pray God’s favor and protection
“out loud” or “in your heart” over the Doctor, his or her “practice,” and family.
2. To Provide a Blessing—Cause or contribute an advantage, benefit, or help.
✓ Example: You can bring dinner to your Jewish neighbor. Or, you can mow their grass
while you mow yours. Look for ways to give an advantage, benefit, or help to a JewANY Jew-believer or unbeliever.
The word “CURSE” = DEATH
In “simple terms,” you can confer a curse, or you can provide a curse.
1. To Confer a Curse –Speak harm or ill will, out loud or in your heart.
✓ Example: “I hate (NAME) may you die a painful death.”
2. To Provide a Curse - Cause or contribute harm or ill-will.
✓ Example: “I hate “(NAME) I’m going to hurt them.”

Israel Museum
Outside of the Israel Museum in Jerusalem, is a sculpture of an
“Apple Core.” You’ll recall that in the Garden of Eden, where
various species of trees that produced fruit for Adam and Eve to
eat. A widely held belief is that the “Tree of the Knowledge of
Good and Evil,”’ which bore the “forbidden fruit,” was an apple
tree. But there is no Biblical evidence to back that up. However,
the apple reminds us that in Scripture, the Jewish Nation is
categorized as the “apple” of God’s eye.
•

“For this is what the LORD Almighty says: “After he has
honored me and has sent me against the nations that have
plundered you-for whoever touches you touches the apple of his eye.” Zechariah 2:8.

In the Bible, the term “Apple of His Eye” is not used to describe any other nation—except Israel.
Therefore, whoever “messes” with the Jews pokes God in His eye.
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We now come to the Fifth Covenant or the “Old Covenant,” also referred to as “The LAW”
or “Mosaic Law.” This is a conditional covenant made between God and Israel (through Moses)
and is no longer in effect today.
So why was the Law of the “Old Covenant” given?
Adam, the “first man,” sinned. Therefore, ALL are born into sin. And at Mount Sinai, God gave
Moses the “Old Covenant” LAW, which included a “system” for dealing with “ongoing sin.” God
required that every time “someone” sinned, they would have to come to the Tabernacle with an
animal and sacrifice it.
•

“For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement
for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life.” Leviticus
17:11

Why were there so many sacrifices in the “Old Covenant?”
•

“This is why even the first covenant was not put into effect without blood. When Moses
had proclaimed every commandment of the law to all the people, he took the blood of
calves, together with water, scarlet wool, and branches of hyssop, and sprinkled the scroll
and all the people. He said, “This is the blood of the covenant, which God has commanded
you to keep.” In the same way, he sprinkled with the blood both the tabernacle and
everything used in its ceremonies. In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be
cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness.” Hebrews
9:18–22

But why do people keep on sinning? Is there any way to stop that from happening?
The answer is that “Man’s Law” and “God’s Law” has NO power to stop you from sinning. Let
me explain.
Let’s suppose you are a young man or woman and you live in a secluded area near a lake. Every
Saturday, your father takes you to the lake to go fishing. As you grew up, you stopped going to the
lake to fish as land developers came and built homes within this secluded area.
One day, you’re walking your dog around the lake, and you spot this sign
(see picture). How do you react?
You say to yourself, “No Fishing.” I’ve been fishing here all of my life.
I’ll show you ‘no fishing.’” So, you go home, get your fishing pole, and
you go to the lake, and you go fishing. The same can be said for a posted
sign that indicates NOT to drive faster than 55 per hour, etc. Humans are
born with the innate desire to “Do” what “The Law” says NOT to do!
Therefore, Man’s Law has NO POWER to cause you not to go fishing or
not to drive over 55 miles per hour. Man’s law wells up an inner desire to
disobey the law.
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The same can be said about God’s LAW.
God’s Law has no power to cause you not to steal, bear false testimony, or to covet your neighbor’s
property, etc. The LAW revealed that we are sinful and that we cannot obey it.
•

“What shall we say, then? Is the law sin? Certainly not… For I would not have known what
coveting really was if the law had not said, “Do not covet.” But sin, seizing the opportunity
afforded by the commandment, produced in me every kind of covetous desire. For apart
from law, sin is dead. Once I was alive apart from law; but when the commandment came,
sin sprang to life, and I died. I found that the very commandment that was intended to bring
life actually brought death. For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment
deceived me, and through the commandment put me to death. So then, the law is holy, and
the commandment is holy, righteous, and good. Did that which is good, then, become death
to me? By no means! But in order that sin might be recognized as sin, it produced death in
me through what was good.” Romans 7

We now come to the 6th Covenant, which is the “Land Covenant. It is an unconditional
covenant made between God and Israel (through Moses) and is still in effect today. And according
to God’s Word, the Land of Israel belongs to the Jews.
•

“You are standing here in order to enter into a covenant with the LORD your God, a
covenant the LORD is making with you this day and sealing with an oath, to confirm you
this day as his people, that he may be your God as he promised you and as he swore to your
fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob…” Deuteronomy 29:1-29 “Even if you have been
banished to the most distant land under the heavens, from there the LORD your God will
gather you and bring you back. He will bring you to the land that belonged to your fathers,
and you will take possession of it… For the LORD is your life, and he will give you many
years in the land he swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”
Deuteronomy 30:1-20

After the Jews were exiled to the “four corners” of the World in 70 AD after the Romans destroyed
Jerusalem and the Second Temple, the Jewish People “Longed” to RETURN.
A person who believes in the Jewish People’s “right of return” is a Zionist.
❖ A “Zionist” is a person who believes in “Zionism.”
❖ “Zionism” is a movement founded by Theodor Herzl (pictured)
to return the Jews to Jerusalem and the Land of Israel. He is also
considered to be the founder of the Zionist movement. In his
1896 book Der Judenstaat, Theodor Herzl envisioned the
founding of a future independent Jewish state during the 20th
century.
❖ Christians who understand their Bible are, in fact, “Zionists.” Christians know that the
Jews have the right, based upon the (6th Covenant- “Land Covenant”), to return to
Jerusalem and the Land of Israel-given to them by God Himself.
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Your tour group may decide to stop at “The Friends of the Zion Museum” in Jerusalem. There you
can “see” the story of the Jewish people’s dream to be restored to their Homeland and the nonJews “Christian Zionists” (Friends of Zion) who helped in making that dream possible.
The existence of Israel is a testimony of God’s covenant-keeping grace. However, the world
is coming against Israel to pressure them into surrendering their land. God warned that He
would bring judgment against any nations that attempt to divide Israel.
•

“I will gather all nations and bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat. There I will
enter into judgment against them concerning my inheritance, my people Israel, for they
scattered my people among the nations and divided up my land.” Joel 3:2

We now come to the Seventh Covenant.
The 7th Covenant is the Davidic Covenant. King David had it in mind to replace the
“Tabernacle” with The Temple. But it would be his successor, his son King Solomon, who built
the Temple. God said that nothing would ever destroy the House of David, and the Messiah” would
come from David’s “seed” and the lineage of “Judah.” The Davidic Covenant is an unconditional
covenant made between God and David and is still in effect today.
•

“Nathan the prophet, “Here I am, living in a palace of cedar, while the ark of God remains
in a tent…That night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying: “Go and tell my
servant, David, ‘This is what the LORD says: Are you the one to build me a house to dwell
in? I have not dwelt in a house from the day I brought the Israelites up out of Egypt to this
day…Wherever I have moved with all the Israelites, did I ever say to any of their rulers
whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, “Why have you not built me a house of
cedar?” Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be
established forever.’” 2 Samuel 7:1-16

We now come to the 8th Covenant or the “New Covenant.” Here, God sent Jeremiah, the Prophet,
to tell His People (Israel) that an 8th Covenant-the “New Covenant” was coming for them. This
is an unconditional covenant made between God and with BOTH the “Northern Kingdom” and
the “Southern Kingdom” (“ISRAEL”) and is still in effect today.
•

“The time is coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and with the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with
their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they
broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them,” declares the LORD. “This is the
covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time,” declares the LORD. “I will
put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will
be my people. No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying,
‘Know the LORD, ‘because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,”
declares the LORD. “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no
more.” Jeremiah 31:31-34

So, why was a “New Covenant” even necessary?
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To begin, because “Adam” sinned-ALL are born into sin. So, God set up a system for dealing with
“ongoing sin,” which He revealed in the “Old Covenant.” God’s “system” required a blood
sacrifice to “cover “sin.
•

“For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for
yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life.” Leviticus 17:11

God gave Moses “specific instructions on how to construct a “Tabernacle.” And He required that
every time “someone” sinned, they would have to come with an animal (like a sheep) and sacrifice
it. But this sacrificial system was never-ending because everyone continued sinning. Therefore,
God had it in mind to replace this “Temporary System” (“Old Covenant”) with a Permanent
Solution-the “New Covenant.”
In the “New Covenant,” the ongoing sacrifice of animals is no longer needed.
Instead, God supplied a “Once and For All Sacrifice.”
God’s provision for all sin was His “One and Only Son”-the “Spotless Passover Lamb”-Jesus
Christ. The message of the “New Covenant” is that God took “ALL” sin (Past, Present, and Future)
and put it ALL on Jesus. But God does have ONE “requirement” to receive full and total
forgiveness of all sin and that is “Belief” in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

A Contrast of the “Old Covenant” and the “New Covenant”
Now, let’s look at a brilliant and often overlooked passage in the New Testament,” that contrasts
the “Old Covenant” and the “New Covenant.” It was written by Paul, a Hebrew Christian, and
author of most of the “New Testament.”
The following passage contrasts Abraham’s wife “Sarah” and her maidservant “Hagar.” The
background for this passage is that “so-called” Christians had come from Jerusalem and were
approaching Christians in the Galatian Church. They told “these” Christians, “You can’t be a
Christian or have ‘salvation’ unless you also followed the Law.”
•

“For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the slave woman and the other by the
free woman. His son by the slave woman was born in the ordinary way, but his son by the
free woman was born as the result of a promise. These things may be taken figuratively,
for the women represent two covenants. One covenant is from Mount Sinai and bears
children who are to be slaves: This is Hagar. Now Hagar stands for Mount Sinai in Arabia
and corresponds to the present city of Jerusalem because she is in slavery with her children.
But the Jerusalem that is above is free, and she is our mother. For it is written: “Be glad, O
barren woman, who bears no children; break forth and cry aloud, you who have no labor
pains; because more are the children of the desolate woman than of her who has a husband.”
Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. At that time, the son born in the
ordinary way persecuted the son born by the power of the Spirit. It is the same now. But
what does the Scripture say? “Get rid of the slave woman and her son, for the slave
woman’s son will never share in the inheritance with the free woman’s son.” Therefore,
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brothers, we are not children of the slave woman, but of the freewoman. It is for freedom
that Christ has set us free.” Galatians 4:21–5:1
This passage contrasts:
1. Two “Earthly” Mothers: Hagar and Sarah.
2. Two Destinies: Slave and Free.
3. Two Sons: Ishmael and Isaac.
4. Two Births: “Natural”-by the Ordinary Way and “Supernatural”-by God’s Promise,
5. Two Covenants: “Old Covenant” and “New Covenant.”
6. Two Mountains: Mount Sinai, and Mount Zion.
7. Two Jerusalem’s: “Earthly Jerusalem” and “Jerusalem from above.”
8. Two Ways to Live: No Life and Abundant LIFE.
9. Two Eras: Israel is “Led Away Captive,” and “Israel Returns.”
10. Two Brotherly Persecutions: Ishmael and Isaac.
11. Two On-Going Earthly Persecutions: The Middle Eastern People and the Jewish People.
12. Two On-Going Spiritual Persecutions: “Unbelievers” and Believers.”
13. Two “Spiritual” Mothers” Hagar or Sarah.
To begin, Paul addresses the Christians, who were considering going back to trying to obey The
Law. Paul’s concerns can be summarized with this question. Do you know what you are getting
yourself into if you decide to live by the Law?
•

“Tell me, you who want to be under the law, are you not aware of what the law says?”

Paul reminds “these” Christians that Abraham had two sons: Ishmael and Isaac.
1. Ishmael’s mother was Hagar, and she was a “slave” to Abraham and Sarah.
2. Isaac’s mother was Sarah, Abraham’s wife, and she was a “free” woman.
•

“For it is written that Abraham had two sons. One by the slave woman and the other by the
free woman.”

Next, Paul contrasts the “natural birth” of Ishmael and the “supernatural birth” of Isaac. You will
recall that God had promised Sarah and Abraham a son even though both were beyond
childbearing years. Eventually, Sarah felt the “son of promise” was not coming, so she insisted
that Abraham sleep with their “Slave Woman” Hagar. In “Middle Eastern” culture, if a woman
was not able to have a baby, there were devastating emotional and social consequences. So, it was
common for another woman to be a surrogate. Abraham slept with Hagar, and she birthed a son,
Ishmael. Ishmael came into this world, “In the Ordinary Way.” He came through “natural birth.”
In time, God fulfills His Promise, and Isaac, the “Son of Promise,” is born. Because Abraham and
Sarah were beyond childbearing years. Therefore, Isaac came into this world through “supernatural
birth.”
•

“His son by the slave woman was born in the ordinary way, but his son by the freewoman
was born as the result of a promise.”

Later, we will see that Jesus also came into this world because of “God’s Promise.” However,
Jesus came from both “supernatural conception” and “supernatural birth.” That said, every person
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is born once in the “ordinary way” (natural birth). However, God provides an opportunity to be
“born from above” or “born again.” This is “spiritual birth,” which takes place when anyone
believes in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Believers are, in fact, “Sons’ of Promise.”
➢ Jesus said, “Truly, I tell you emphatically, unless a person is born from above, he cannot
see the kingdom of God.” John 3:3 (ISV)
Now, Paul uses Hagar and Sarah to contrast the “Old Covenant” with the “New Covenant.” Then
Paul contrasts “Mount Sinai” and “Mount Zion.” And then, he contrasts the “Earthly Jerusalem”
and the “Jerusalem from above.”
•

“These things may be taken figuratively, for the women represent two covenants. One
covenant is from Mount Sinai and bears children who are to be slaves: This is Hagar. Now
Hagar stands for Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present city of Jerusalem
because she is in slavery with her children. But the Jerusalem that is above is free, and she
is our mother.”

Before continuing, let’s go to the book of Hebrews, where the writer contrasts “Mount Sinai” and
“Mount Zion.” Mount Sinai is in the desert.
•

“You have not come to a mountain that can be touched, and that is burning with fire; to
darkness, gloom and storm; to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that those
who heard it begged that no further word be spoken to them, because they could not bear
what was commanded: “If even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned.” The
sight was so terrifying that Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.”

Mount Zion is in the Heavenly Promised Land.
•

“But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God.
You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, to the church
of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of
all men, to the spirits of righteous men made perfect, to Jesus, the mediator of a new
covenant.” Hebrews 12:18–24

Therefore, Hagar, the “Slave” women,” represents the “Old Covenant,” which was given to God’s
People on Mount Sinai in Arabia. This corresponds to those from the “Present City of Jerusalem”Jews.
The “Old Covenant” was a Covenant of Fear and Death and can be summed up this way.
“You Shall, You Shall, You Shall, Or Else!”
Everyone who lives by The Law of the “Old Covenant” is Hagar’s Children.
However, Sarah, the “Free” woman, represents the “New Covenant.” Her children are from “The
Jerusalem that is above.” This corresponds to those from “Heavenly Jerusalem” - Believers.
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The “New Covenant” is a Covenant of Grace and Life and can be summed up this way.
“I WILL, I WILL, I WILL, I PROMISE!”
Everyone who lives by The Grace of the “New Covenant” is Sarah’s Children.
Continuing, Paul introduces a passage of Scripture from Isaiah 54:1.
•

“For it is written: “Be glad, O barren woman, who bears no children; break forth and cry
aloud, you who have no labor pains; because more are the children of the desolate woman
than of her who has a husband.”

The background is that King Nebuchadnezzar had destroyed the Temple and Jerusalem. He had
taken the Jews captive back to Babylon (for 70 years). So, from the Jews' perspective, it appeared
that “everything” was hopeless. So, Isaiah offers them HOPE. Isaiah says the “barren and desolate
woman” (“Nation of Israel”) will “One Day” will return to their land and that Israel and the Jewish
People will flourish. Isaiah’s prophesy has been fulfilled as the Jewish People are back in their
Land, and for the first time (in 2018), more Jewish People are living in Israel than in any other
country in the World. The People of God are flourishing in terms of population, and God’s People
are also thriving economically
Next, Paul addresses “These Christians” who were considering going back to obeying The Law as
“brothers” (believers in Jesus Christ). This is to remind them that, like Isaac, “All” believers are
“Children of Promise.”
•

“Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise.”

Growing up, Ishmael persecuted his younger brother Isaac. But keep in mind that Ishmael was also
the father of ALL the Arabic and Middle Eastern People. Therefore, today, some of the Middle
Eastern People are still persecuting “Isaac”- God’s People, the Jews.
•

“At that time, the son born in the ordinary way persecuted the son born by the power of the
Spirit. It is the same now.”

But not only that, Today, there is a “spiritual persecution” taking place between “unbelievers” and
“believers.” It’s an ongoing Spiritual Battle that will continue to intensify until the very “END.”
Finally, Paul reminds these Christians who were thinking about going back to The Law with this
admonition, “Get rid of the “Slave Women,” once and for all. Do Not go back to “The LAW.”
Stand firm in your faith. Those who attempt to live by The Law are continually burdened by a
“Yolk of Slavery.”
•

“But what does the Scripture say? “Get rid of the slave woman and her son, for the slave
woman’s son will never share in the inheritance with the free woman’s son.” Therefore,
brothers, we are not children of the slave woman, but of the freewoman. It is for freedom
that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by
a yoke of slavery.” Galatians 4:21–5:1
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In summary, notice the spiritual progression of both mothers.
Hager = The Slave Woman = Ishmael = Born in the Ordinary Way = Mount Sinai = Old Covenant
= “You Shall-or ELSE” = Fear = Lost in Sins = Never Ending Animal Blood Sacrifices = Separated
From God = The Present Jerusalem = Unbelievers = Self-Righteous = Man Puts God’s Law On
their Hearts and Minds = The Works of the Flesh = Broken = No Hope = Lifting Up of Self =
Slaves to The Law = Condemned = False Gospels = False Christs = Worth Based On Works =
Worldly Mind = NO Life = Die = Great White Throne Judgement = Punishment = Eternity = Hell
= Lake of Fire.
Sarah = The Free Woman = Isaac = Born of Promise = Mount Zion = New Covenant = “I WILLI PROMISE” = Faith = Saved From Sins = ONE Blood Sacrifice of Jesus Christ = Reunited to
God = The Heavenly Jerusalem = Believers = Declared Righteous = God Puts His Law In Man’s
Hearts and Minds = The Fruits of The Spirit = Healing for Brokenness = Hope = Dependency
Upon God = Freedom from the Law = Loved = True Gospel = Jesus Christ = Worth Based On Our
Identity in Christ = Abundant LIFE = Mind of Christ = Die = Judgment Seat of Christ = Rewards
= Eternity = Heaven = New Jerusalem.
Today, there are three groups of people (Jews, Muslims, and Christians) who claim Abraham as
their Father. Yes, that is true. But the question is, who is your “Spiritual Mother?”

Live Out the Truths of the “New Covenant”
The writer of Hebrews confirms that the “Old Covenant” is obsolete.
•

“For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been
sought for another. But God found fault with the people and said: “The time is coming,
declares the Lord when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the
house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took
them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they did not remain faithful to my
covenant, and I turned away from them, declares the Lord. This is the covenant I will make
with the house of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds
and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. No longer
will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord, ‘because they
will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. For I will forgive their wickedness
and will remember their sins no more.” By calling this covenant “new,” he has made the
first one obsolete; and what is obsolete, and aging will soon disappear.” Hebrews 8:7-13

I have believed the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and I’m not going back to the “Old Covenant.”
•

“We…know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ.
So, we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ
and not by observing the law because by observing the law, no one will be justified. “If,
while we seek to be justified in Christ, it becomes evident that we ourselves are sinners,
does that mean that Christ promotes sin? Absolutely not…For through the law, I died to
the law so that I might live for God. I have been crucified with Christ, and I no longer live,
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but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave himself for me…You foolish Galatians…Before your very eyes, Jesus
Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified…Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law,
or by believing what you heard? Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are
you now trying to attain your goal by human effort? Have you suffered so much for
nothing—if it really was for nothing? Does God give you his Spirit and work miracles
among you because you observe the law, or because you believe what you heard? Consider
Abraham: “He believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” Understand,
then, that those who believe are children of Abraham. The Scripture foresaw that God
would justify the Gentiles by faith and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: “All
nations will be blessed through you.” So those who have faith are blessed along with
Abraham, the man of faith. All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is
written: “Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book
of the Law.” Clearly, no one is justified before God by the law, because, “The righteous
will live by faith.” The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, “The man who does these
things will live by them.” Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a
curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.” He redeemed us
in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ
Jesus…The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. The Scripture does not say
“and to seeds,” meaning many people, but “and to your seed,” meaning one person, who is
Christ. What I mean is this: The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the
covenant previously established by God and thus do away with the promise. For if the
inheritance depends on the law, then it no longer depends on a promise; but God in his
grace gave it to Abraham through a promise. What, then, was the purpose of the law? It
was added because of transgressions until the Seed to whom the promise referred had
come. The law was put into effect through angels by a mediator. A mediator, however,
does not represent just one party; but God is one. Is the law, therefore, opposed to the
promises of God? Absolutely not! For if a law had been given that could impart life, then
righteousness would certainly have come by the law. But the Scripture declares that the
entire world is a prisoner of sin, so that what was promised, being given through faith in
Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe. Before this faith came, we were held
prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed. So, the law was put in
charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. Now that faith has come,
we are no longer under the supervision of the law.” Galatians 2:15-3
I have a “New Life.”
❖ I have all of my sins (Past, Present, and Future) forgiven.
❖ I have the Spirit of God living inside of me.
❖ I have a “Right Standing” (Righteousness”) with God.
❖ I have “Eternal Life” in Heaven.
•

“Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase…how can we live in it any longer? Or
don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united
with him in his resurrection. For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that
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the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—
because anyone who has died has been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we
believe that we will also live with him. For we know that since Christ was raised from the
dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. The death he died, he
died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. In the same way, count
yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore, do not let sin reign in
your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not offer the parts of your body to
sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have
been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of
righteousness. For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under
grace...But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the
benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. For the wages of sin is
death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus, our Lord… Therefore, there is
now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus, the
law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. For what, the law was
powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own
Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful
man, in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do
not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit…And we know that in all
things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to
his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness
of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those he predestined,
he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. What,
then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did
not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him,
graciously give us all things…Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to
life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. Who shall separate us from
the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or
danger or sword…For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 6 and 8
“I am who God says I am.”
❖ God’s love has been poured out in my heart. (Romans 5:5)
❖ God’s love will not depart from me. (Isaiah 54:10)
❖ I am honored and loved by God. (Isaiah 43:4)
❖ I am loved by Jesus as the Father loves Him. (John 15:9)
❖ I am a saint who is loved with every spiritual blessing. (Ephesians 1:1)
❖ His mercies, God’s compassion to me, fails not. (Lamentations 3:22)
❖ Jesus loves me with an everlasting love. (Ephesians 3:10)
❖ I am loved by the Father even though I am a sinner. (Romans 5:8)
❖ I am free from condemnation. (Romans 8:1-2)
❖ I am assured all things work together for good. (Romans 8:28)
❖ I am free from any condemning charges against me. (Romans 8:31-34)
❖ I am united with the love of God. (Romans 8:35-39)
❖ I’ve been established, anointed, and sealed by God. (2 Corinthians 1:21-22)
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I am confident the good work God has begun in me will be perfected. (Philippians 1:6)
I am a citizen of heaven. (Philippians 3:20)
I am hidden with Christ in God. (Colossians 3:3)
I have been given a spirit of courage, power, love, and a sound mind. (2 Timothy 1:7)
I was born of God, and the evil one cannot touch me. (1 John 5:18)
I am free from condemnation. (Romans 8:1-2)
I am assured all things work together for good. (Romans 8:28)
I am free from any condemning charges against me. (Romans 8:31-34)
I am united with the love of God. (Romans 8:35-39)
I’ve been established, anointed, and sealed by God. (2 Corinthians 1:21-22)
I am a branch of the true vine, a channel of His life. (John 15:1, 5)
I have been chosen and appointed to bear fruit. (John 15:16)
I am a personal witness of Christ. (Acts 1:8)
I am God’s temple. (1 Corinthians 3:16)
I am a minister of reconciliation for God. (2 Corinthians 5:17-21)
I am God’s coworker. (2 Corinthians 6:1) (1 Corinthians 3:9)
I am seated with Christ in the heavenly realm. (Ephesians 2:6)
I may approach God with freedom and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. (Philippians 4:13)

I need the Gospel of Jesus Christ many times each day.
•

“If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess
our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar, and his
word has no place in our lives...But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the
Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our
sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.” 1 John 1:8–2:2

I Must Be Watchful
There are a lot of “False Gospels” being preached today. Sadly, many of these “False Gospels” are
being preached and taught within the Christian Church. Today, some people claim they are “Jesus
Christ,” and many religions who exalt a “False Christ.” So, how do you discern the “True Gospel”
and the “True Christ” from the False Ones? You do the same thing the Secret Service, and other
“agencies” do to train their people on how to spot a “false” or counterfeit currency—Study the
Real Currency. Once you KNOW what the REAL Gospel and the REAL Christ looks like, the
counterfeits are easy to detect. And once identified, you should have nothing to do with them.
•

“But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, your minds may
somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ. For if someone comes
to you and preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different spirit
from the one you received or a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it
easily enough... For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as apostles
of Christ. And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. It is not
surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what
their actions deserve.” 2 Corinthians 11:13–15
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•

“I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace of
Christ and are turning to a different gospel…Evidently, some people are throwing you into
confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven
should preach a gospel other than the one, we preached to you, let him be eternally
condemned…I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel I preached is not something that
man made up. I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by
revelation from Jesus Christ.” Galatians 1:6–24

And if you encounter individuals, churches, or ministries who say, “We Proclaim the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.” Examine their ministry! If there is no evidence of the proclamation of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ, then walk away!

Truths to Combat Misunderstandings
Having reviewed the “Old and New” Covenants, we must now address some misunderstandings
that some Christians seem to have.
To begin, some Christians erroneously believe that:
❖ The “Old Testament” is the “Old Covenant.”
The truth is that:
❖ The “Old Testament” (Genesis to Malachi) is NOT the “Old Covenant.” Instead, God
initiated Eight Covenants in the “Old Testament.”
❖ The 2nd Covenant (“Adamic Covenant”) is no longer in effect.
❖ The 5th Covenant (“Old Covenant”) is no longer in force and has been replaced with the
“New Covenant.”
❖ Covenants 1,3, 4, 6, 7, and 8 are still in effect.
The “Old Covenant” was a “Temporary System,” as God had it in mind to replace it with a
Permanent Solution-the “New Covenant.” God gave the “New Covenant” to His People- “Israel,”
which are the “Northern Kingdom” and “Southern Kingdoms” (after they were “divided”).
•

“The time is coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the house
of Israel and with the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their
forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke
my covenant, though I was a husband to them,” declares the LORD. “This is the covenant I
will make with the house of Israel after that time,” declares the LORD. “I will put my law
in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.
No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,
‘because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” declares the LORD.
“For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” Jeremiah
31:31-34

Also, some Christians erroneously believe that:
❖ The “New Testament” is the “New Covenant.”
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The truth is that:
❖ The “New Testament” (Matthew to Revelation) is NOT the “New Covenant.” Instead, the
“New Testament” contains the “New Covenant,” which God foretold was coming for His
People, the Jews in the “Old Testament” through the Prophet Jeremiah.
There is also debate as to when the “New Covenant” took effect. So, consider this.
Most likely, you’ve “initiated” your “Last Will and Testament,” which is, in fact, a “Covenant.”
But your “Last Will and Testament” won’t take “effect” until you die. Therefore, the “New
Covenant” did not begin in the book of “Matthew”-the first book of the “New Testament.” Instead,
all the while Jesus was alive, the “Old Covenant” was still in “effect.” That’s why a lot of Jesus’
words recorded in the Four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) contains “Old Covenant”
verbiage and terminology. The “New Covenant” took “effect” when Jesus Christ, God’s One and
Only Son died on the Feast of Passover.
That said, sadly, many Christians do not want to read the “Old Testament.” They say, “Why bother,
I have the ‘New Testament’ and the ‘New Covenant.’” Yes, that True! But to fully appreciate the
“Spiritual Riches” we have in Jesus Christ, we need to understand the “Old Testament.”
Jesus wrote you a lengthy “Love Letter.”
His “Love Letter” begins in Genesis and continues to the last book of the Bible, “Revelation.”
In conclusion, God has DECLARED that the “Old Covenant” is no longer in effect and that the
“New Covenant” has replaced it. Therefore:
1. Why do some Jews still live according to The Law of the “Old Covenant?”
2. Why do some Jews don’t understand that a “New Covenant” was coming for them?
3. Why do some Jews who have heard the “New Covenant,” do not believe it?
The answer to those and similar questions is that the “minds” of unbelievers (Jews and Gentiles)
are “dull” (spiritually darkened) that their “spiritual eyes” are “covered” so they cannot “see.”
•

“Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in letters on stone, came with
glory, so that the Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of its glory,
fading though it was, will not the ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? If the
ministry that condemns men is glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that brings
righteousness! For what was glorious has no glory now in comparison with the surpassing
glory. And if what was fading away came with glory, how much greater is the glory of that
which lasts! Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. We are not like Moses,
who would put a veil over his face to keep the Israelites from gazing at it while the radiance
was fading away. But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains
when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only in Christ is it taken
away. Even to this day, when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. But whenever anyone
turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit
of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s
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glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes
from the Lord, who is the Spirit.” 2 Corinthians 3:7–18
That said, please keep in mind that the Jews are still God’s Chosen People. Israel has been set
“aside” for a “set time.” And during this time, Gentiles have the opportunity to believe the Gospel.
But after the “full measure of the Gentiles” comes in. “One Day,” ALL of “Israel” will be “saved.”
A day will come when God’s People will finally believe in The Gospel of Jesus Christ. Sadly,
many Jews continue to seek God’s “righteousness” by “Works.” They believe they “earn” God’s
favor by obeying The LAW of the “Old Covenant.” But that’s IMPOSSIBLE to do. Most haven’t
been told there is a “New Covenant.” Or, they do not understand or believe it. Therefore, someone
must tell the Jewish People about the “New Covenant.” Maybe, that “someone” is you!
•

“It does not, therefore, depend on man’s desire or effort, but on God’s mercy. For the
Scripture says to Pharaoh: “I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my
power in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” Therefore, God has
mercy on whom he wants to have mercy…Does not the potter have the right to make out
of the same lump of clay some pottery for noble purposes and some for common use...
What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained
it, a righteousness that is by faith; but Israel, who pursued a law of righteousness, has not
attained it. Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works.”
Romans 9:16-33

We now come to a wonderful story of covenant between David and his friend Johnathan
But before we look at that story, let’s review the following.

“Cutting” Covenant
God “Cut Covenant” with His people and His People “Cut Covenant” with each other. “Cutting
Covenant” was a solemn thing, and there were severe consequences for breaking a Covenantincluding death. Keep in mind that there was “blood” that flowed during the “cutting” of a
Covenant. It could be blood that spilled out from an animal. Or, it could be blood that was spilled
in making the “mark” of the Covenant. Remember that on the cross Jesus “Cut” the “New
Covenant” with His BLOOD. It is His Blood that flowed, which “saves” us, makes us righteous,
provides forgiveness, and MANY other things…Following is a compilation of the “aspects” of
“Cutting Covenant” found in the Bible and how Jesus fulfilled them. To “Cut” a Covenant, you
would:
Thoroughly acquaint yourself with the person you are making a covenant with.
➢ Jesus knows each one of His sheep intimately. Jesus said, “And even the very hairs of
your head are all numbered.” Matthew 10:30
Come together in a public place, with others who would witness the covenant.
•

People passing by, the chief priests, teachers, and elders saw Jesus’ crucifixion. “Those
who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, “You who are
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going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down from
the cross, if you are the Son of God!” In the same way, the chief priests, the teachers
of the law and the elders mocked him.” Matthew 27:39-41
Take off and exchange your coat, belt, and weapon.
•

“Soldiers took off Jesus’s clothing and put a purple robe on Him. Then they put a staff
in His hands and struck Him with it. Then they took off the purple robe and put His
clothes back on. “Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and
gathered the whole company of soldiers around him. They stripped him and put a
scarlet robe on him, and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head.
They put a staff in his right hand and knelt in front of him and mocked him. “Hail, king
of the Jews!” they said. They spit on him and took the staff and struck him on the head
again and again. After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own
clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.” Matthew 27:27–31

Kill a sacrifice, make two stakes of meat, and walk a sacred “figure 8” pattern around it.
➢ God put two criminals, each on a cross on either side of Jesus, to be crucified with
Him, too. “Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be
executed…one on his right, the other on his left… One of the criminals who hung there
hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us!” But the other
criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same
sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this
man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come
into your kingdom.” Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with
me in paradise.” Luke 23:32–43
Why were there three crosses? It’s my opinion that if there was only one cross, you couldn’t walk
a sacred figure-eight pattern. Instead, you would be walking around the cross in a circle. But with
three crosses, you can walk around the center cross in a sacred figure-eight pattern.
Make a "cut" on your hand or arm, making the “mark” of the covenant.
➢ Jesus’s hands were nailed to the cross, and a spear jabbed into His side. He was “cut.”
However, when one of Jesus’s disciples, Thomas, didn’t believe, so Jesus showed him.
“Now Thomas…said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my
finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it.” A
week later, his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though
the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you!” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your
hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” Thomas said to him, “My
Lord and my God!” Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have
believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” John 20:24–31
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Exchange blessings and cursing.
➢ Jesus could have cursed those who were after Him. “Do you think I cannot call on my
Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels?”
Matthew 26:53–54. However, Jesus chooses to forgive. Jesus said, “Father, forgive
them, for they do not know what they are doing.” Luke 23:32–34
Exchange names.
➢ We are no longer called servants, but now we are called friends of God. “I no longer
call you servants because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I
have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father, I have made
known to you.” John 15:15
Share a covenant meal, feeding each other bread, and sharing the same cup.
•

We already shared the bread (Jesus’s body) and wine (Jesus’s blood) at the
Communion Table,

Exchange gifts.
•

When we believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ, God gives us His Holy Spirit to live inside
us. “Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us,
set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit,
guaranteeing what is to come.” 2 Corinthians 1:20–22

David Keeps his Covenant with Johnathan
We meet up with young shepherd David, who has just defeated Goliath. King Saul, Israel's first
king, takes notice of David and asks:
•

“Whose son are you, young man?” Saul asked him. David said, “I am the son of your
servant Jesse of Bethlehem.” 1 Samuel 17:58

After David finished talking with King Saul, King Saul’s son, Johnathan, makes a covenant with
David.
•

“Jonathan became one in spirit with David, and he loved him as himself...And Jonathan
made a covenant with David because he loved him as himself. Jonathan took off the robe
he was wearing and gave it to David, along with his tunic, and even his sword, his bow,
and his belt.” 1 Samuel 18:1–4
However, King Saul is jealous of David.
•

“Saul has slain his thousands, and David his tens of thousands.” Saul was very angry; this
refrain galled him…And from that time on, Saul kept a jealous eye on David.” 1 Samuel
18:7–9
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The next day King Saul attempts to kill young David with his spear, but David eluded him twice.
Saul then sends David out to battle on separate occasions hoping that he will be killed. But David
is always successful and returns. King Saul realizes that God is with David. So, he instructs
Jonathan and all the attendants to kill David. However, Johnathan warns David about his father
and intercedes on David’s behalf with his father.
Jonathan honors the covenant he cut with David.
•

“Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul, his father, and said to him, “Let not the king do
wrong to his servant David; he has not wronged you, and what he has done has benefited
you greatly. He took his life in his hands when he killed the Philistine. The LORD won a
great victory for all Israel, and you saw it and were glad. Why then would you do wrong
to an innocent man like David by killing him for no reason?” 1 Samuel 19:2–5

King Saul listens and takes an oath (makes a covenant).
• “As surely as the LORD lives, David will not be put to death.” 1 Samuel 19:6
Jonathan tells David about the conversation. Later we see that King Saul's oath (covenant) with
his son about not harming David is a lie.
•

“While David was playing the harp, Saul tried to pin him to the wall with his spear, but
David eluded him as Saul drove the spear into the wall. That night David made good his
escape.” 1 Samuel 19:9–10

David escapes, he goes to Jonathan and asks.
•

“What have I done? What is my crime? How have I wronged your father that he is trying
to take my life?” 1 Samuel 20:1

Jonathan replies.
•

“You are not going to die! Look, my father doesn’t do anything, great or small, without
confiding in me. Why would he hide this from me? It’s not so!” 1 Samuel 20:2

David reminds Jonathan about their covenant.
•

“As for you, show kindness to your servant, for you have brought him into a covenant with
you before the LORD.” 1 Samuel 20:8

Jonathan and David reaffirm their covenant towards each other.
•

“May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if I do not let you know and send you
away safely. May the LORD be with you as he has been with my father. But show me
unfailing kindness like that of the LORD as long as I live, so that I may not be killed, and
do not ever cut off your kindness from my family—not even when the LORD has cut off
every one of David’s enemies from the face of the earth. So, Jonathan made a covenant
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with the house of David, saying, “May the LORD call David’s enemies to account.” And
Jonathan had David reaffirm his oath out of love for him because he loved him as he loved
himself.” 1 Samuel 20:13–16
The plan is for David to remain in hiding while Jonathan goes to his father. Jonathan also devises
an ingenious idea of communicating the findings of his father’s intentions towards David with
“arrows.” Jonathan then leaves reminding David that they are in covenant with each other.
•

“And about the matter, you and I discussed—remember, the LORD is witness between you
and me forever.” 1 Samuel 20:23

Jonathan sees his father and realizes that he intends to kill David. Jonathan returns to the field
where David is hiding and executes the code “arrows” to let David know that King Saul wants to
kill him.
Jonathan and David remind each other of their covenant.
•

“After the boy had gone, David got up from the south side of the stone and bowed down
before Jonathan three times, with his face to the ground. Then they kissed each other and
wept together—but David wept the most. Jonathan said to David, “Go in peace, for we
have sworn friendship with each other in the name of the LORD, saying, ‘The LORD is
witness between you and me, and between your descendants and my descendants forever.’”
1 Samuel 20:41–42

King Saul continues to pursue David. However, one day, David has the opportunity to kill King
Saul, but he doesn’t. Instead, David makes a covenant with King Saul.
•

“You are more righteous than I,” he said. “You have treated me well, but I have treated
you badly. You have just now told me of the good you did to me; the LORD delivered me
into your hands, but you did not kill me. When a man finds his enemy, does he let him get
away unharmed? May the LORD reward you well for the way you treated me today. I know
that you will surely be king and that the kingdom of Israel will be established in your hands.
Now swear to me by the LORD that you will not cut off my descendants or wipe out my
name from my father’s family.” So, David gave his oath to Saul.” 1 Samuel 24:17–22

During the war between the Philistines and the Israelites, Jonathan and his two brothers are killed
in battle. King Saul is critically wounded. When he sees that the struggle is hopelessly against
him, he kills himself rather than being taken by the enemy. David is told of the deaths of Saul and
Jonathan, and he laments in mourning for them. David remembers “the bow of Jonathan did not
turn back” (2 Samuel 1:22), referring to the code “arrows” that Jonathan used to signal David about
King Saul.
David grieves for Jonathan.
•

“I grieve for you, Jonathan, my brother; you were very dear to me. Your love for me was
wonderful, more wonderful than that of women.” 2 Samuel 1:26
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In time, David becomes Israel’s second King. He’s on his throne one day and asks.
•

“Is there anyone still left of the house of Saul to whom I can show kindness for Jonathan’s
sake?” 2 Samuel 9:1

David remembers the covenant he cut with Jonathan. And the covenant he swore with King Saul.
This covenant extended to succeeding generations. A servant of Saul's household named Ziba is
then called to appear before David, and King David asks again.”
•

“Is there no one still left of the house of Saul to whom I can show God’s kindness?” 2
Samuel 9:3

We now learn that Jonathan had a son named Mephibosheth. When he was five years old, his nurse
picked him up and fled. But as she hurried to leave, Mephibosheth fell, and he became crippled.
Why did the nurse flee with Mephibosheth? It was customary in those days that whenever the old
king died, the new king would kill off all descendants so no insurrection would take place. The
nurse knew this, and so they fled. For many years, Mephibosheth was in “hiding,” undoubtedly
living in fear and waiting for the day that chariots would come to take him away to be killed.
The day finally comes, and King David has Mephibosheth brought to him. Mephibosheth bows
down before King David.
•

“Don’t be afraid,” David said to him, “for I will surely show you kindness for the sake of
your father, Jonathan. I will restore to you all the land that belonged to your grandfather
Saul, and you will always eat at my table.” 2 Samuel 9:7

Mephibosheth responds.
•

“What is your servant, that you should notice a dead dog like me?” 2 Samuel 9:8

A “dead dog” is a confession of brokenness and unworthiness. It is the absolute worst thing any
Jew could be called or is.
King David now extends unmerited favor and grace to Mephibosheth because of the covenant he
had cut with Johnathan.
•

“Then the king summoned Ziba, Saul’s servant, and said to him, “I have given your
master’s grandson everything that belonged to Saul and his family. You and your sons and
your servants are to farm the land for him and bring in the crops, so that your master’s
grandson may be provided for. And Mephibosheth, grandson of your master, will always
eat at my table.” Then Ziba said to the king, “Your servant will do whatever my lord the
king commands his servant to do.” So, Mephibosheth ate at David’s table like one of the
king’s sons. Mephibosheth had a young son named Mica, and all the members of Ziba’s
household were servants of Mephibosheth. And Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem because
he always ate at the king’s table, and he was crippled in both feet.” 2 Samuel 9:9–13
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Mephibosheth, by all rights, deserved to die, and he expected to. However, because of the
covenant, he not only lived but was adopted into the king’s household and treated like one of the
king's own sons.
I can almost see Mephibosheth in the King’s courts leaning against one of the stone columns. He’s
talking to someone who is jealously harassing him. “Whatever did you do to deserve to eat at the
king's table and be treated as one of the king's sons?”
And I can hear Mephibosheth-reply. “I know I am unworthy but go ask David it was all his idea.
It is because of the covenant cut with my father Jonathan and my grandfather Saul.”
Just then, a voice can be heard calling from the background; “Mephibosheth, Mephibosheth, come
and dine, the Master calleth come and dine.”
The God of the Bible is a covenant-making and covenant-keeping God. We, as Christ-followers,
are in a figurative sense like Mephibosheth. We are broken, “dead dogs” deserving of nothing.
But the “New Covenant” Jesus cut NOW makes us “heirs”-children of the King.
We are now entitled to eat at the King’s table.
We are children of the King!
Our God-the God of the Bible honors His covenants.

King David’s Tomb
King David's Tomb is located in Jerusalem and is built
on Mount Zion, also the site of the Last Supper of
Jesus and His disciples. The entry to the Tomb of King
David is through a courtyard where the statue of King David
(pictured) is located.
Israel’s first king was Saul. He was wicked and disobeyed God's
commandments. After Saul died (suicide), David became the
next king.
So, when we think of David, we are reminded that:
David battled and killed a GIANT Philistine named Goliath with
five smooth stones.
•

“David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but
I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel,
whom you have defied. This day the LORD will hand you over to me, and I’ll strike you
down and cut off your head…David ran and stood over him. He took hold of the
Philistine’s sword and drew it from the scabbard. After he killed him, he cut off his head
with the sword.” 1 Samuel 17:45–51

David wrote many of the Psalms.
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•

“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul. He guides me in paths of
righteousness for his name’s sake. Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with
oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.” Psalm 23:1–6

David was a mighty warrior.
•

“The women came out from all the towns of Israel to meet King Saul with singing and
dancing, with joyful songs and with tambourines and lutes. As they danced, they sang:
“Saul has slain his thousands, and David his tens of thousands.” 1 Samuel 18:6–9

David loved God.
•

“He said: “The LORD is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in
whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation. He is my stronghold, my
refuge, and my savior—from violent men you save me. I call to the LORD, who is worthy
of praise, and I am saved from my enemies.” 2 Samuel 22

King David sinned with Bathsheba.
King David should have been out with his men on the battlefield. Instead, he is at home. He looks
out of his window and notices the wife of one of his men who is sunbathing. Her name is
Bathsheba. King David calls for her, and she conceives. King David attempts to cover up his sin
by calling Bathsheba’s husband away from the battlefield. King David encourages him to “be”
with his wife. But he refuses. Plan A doesn’t work, so King David masterfully orchestrates events
so that Bathsheba’s husband is purposefully killed in battle. King David is eventually ‘called out’
by the prophet Nathan. King David suffers from depression, and his illegitimate child dies.
God promised a “King of Righteousness” [Jesus] would come from David’s lineage.
•

“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will raise up to David a righteous
Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land. In his days,
Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which he will be
called: The LORD Our Righteousness.” Jeremiah 23:5–6

The Apostle Paul conveys that Messiah Jesus did come from the lineage of David.
•

“Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of
God— the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures
regarding his Son, who as to his human nature was a descendant of David, and who through
the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection
from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. Romans 1:1–4
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David was a man after God’s own heart.
•

“After removing Saul, he made David their king. He testified concerning him: ‘I have
found David son of Jesse, a man after my own heart; he will do everything I want him to
do.’ “From this man’s descendants, God has brought to Israel the Savior Jesus, as he
promised.” Acts 13:22-23

David knew that Jesus is Lord.
➢ “While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, “What do you think about
the Christ? Whose son, is he?” “The son of David,” they replied. He said to them, “How
is it then that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls him ‘Lord’? For he says, “‘The Lord said
to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand until I put your enemies under your feet.”’ If then David
calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his son?” Matthew 22:41–46
One of the reasons David was a “Man after God’s own heart” is because David kept his covenant
promises. David entered a covenant relationship with King Saul’s son, Johnathan. Both honored
their covenant commitment in life. Their covenant extended even after death.

Tower of David Museum
There are lots to
see inside of
Tower of David
Museum located on
Mount
Zion.
One
evening, your group may
choose to celebrate the
miracle of Israel via
“The Jerusalem Night
Spectacular.”
Using
music, images, and lights projected onto the wall of the Citadel. The history-rich and often
painful history of Jerusalem comes to life as you’re reminded about God’s faithfulness to His
people. This is an outdoor event lasting about 40 minutes.
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Garden of Gethsemane

When you visit the “Garden of Gethsemane” you will see eight (original) olive trees that date back
several thousand years. It was recently discovered that these eight olive trees are actually
“siblings” belonging to the same “mother” tree. This was confirmed by DNA testing. What this
means is that these eight ancient olive trees came from cuttings, i.e., branches that had been pruned
and then grafted, belonging to the same “mother” tree.
This is a beautiful picture of both Jews and Gentiles who believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ and
receive the promises and blessings of God. Both groups are grounded by the same root, the
Messiah, drinking the same sap, God's Holy Spirit. That’s why Gentile Christ-followers are
admonished from boasting against or being arrogant to God's covenant people the Jews. God HAS
NOT forgotten about His people- “Natural Jews.”
Here’s what the Apostle Paul (a Hebrew Christian) says.
•

“Again, I ask: Did they [Israel] stumble so as to fall
beyond recovery? Not at all! Rather, because of their
transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to
make Israel envious. But if their transgression means
riches for the world, and their loss means riches for the
Gentiles, how much greater riches will their fullness
bring! I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am
the apostle to the Gentiles,…For if their rejection is the
reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance
be but life from the dead…if the root is holy, so are the
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branches. If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot,
have been grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive
root, do not boast over those branches. If you do, consider this: You do not support the
root, but the root supports you. You will say then, “Branches were broken off so that I
could be grafted in.” Granted. But they were broken off because of unbelief, and you stand
by faith. Do not be arrogant but be afraid. For if God did not spare the natural branches,
he will not spare you either. Consider, therefore, the kindness and sternness of God:
sternness to those who fell, but kindness to you, provided that you continue in his kindness.
Otherwise, you also will be cut off. And if they do not persist in unbelief, they will be
grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. After all, if you were cut out of an olive
tree that is wild by nature, and contrary to nature were grafted into a cultivated olive tree,
how much more readily will these, the natural branches, be grafted into their own olive
tree! I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may not be
conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles
has come in. And so, all Israel will be saved, as it is written: “The deliverer will come from
Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. And this is my covenant with them when
I take away their sins.” Romans 11:11–32
That said, according to the Bible, there are two groups of people:
1. Jews- “Natural Jews”
2. Gentiles- “Non-Jews”
God intended that His People, “Natural Jews,” would receive “The New Covenant.”
But they did not “believe.”
Therefore, God’s grace and mercy have been extended to include the Gentiles- “Non-Jews.”
So, now there are still two groups of people.
1. Jews- “Natural Jews” and “Spiritual Jews”
2. Gentiles- “Non-Jews”
Now, in God’s eyes, Gentiles who believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ are now considered to be
“Spiritual Jews.”
“Spiritual Jews” have been “Engrafted” into God’s “Olive Tree”-Israel.
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Pictured, olives are being “pressed” with the same stone
press used for thousands of years.
Believers cannot be a light that burns brightly in a dark
and dying world until they are “pressed.”
It is then and only then that “the oil of gladness” is
produced.

What it Means to be a Hebrew Christian
I am a Jew, and I believe that Jesus Christ is the Jewish Messiah. Therefore, I am a Hebrew
Christian. The term “Hebrew Christian” is the most accurate Biblical term for a Jew who believes
in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. I prefer that term versus “Messianic Jew” or “Completed Jew.”
That said, please keep in mind that a Hebrew Christian:
❖ Is still a “Natural Jew!” They have not left their Jewishness behind!
❖ Still cherishes the Jewish “articles,” “traditions,” and “culture.”
❖ Does NOT become a “Gentile.”
❖ Does NOT convert to Christianity! Christianity is the fulfillment of Judaism.
Also, please keep in mind that except for Judas (who was a Jew but not a believer), ALL of Jesus’s
disciples were “Hebrew Christians.” The early church began as a Jewish- (Hebrew Christian)
Church. So how was it that I, a “Natural Jew,” was introduced to the Gospel of Jesus Christ?”
To answer that question, let me take you back in time. Growing up, I had to attend Hebrew School
every afternoon after regular school. I hated it! I also had to participate in Synagogue on Saturday,
which frustrated me even more. The truth is the only reason I went is that they handed out chocolate
candy bars after the service. At some point, I left the house on Saturday mornings, pretending to
be going to Temple. Eventually, I stopped going altogether. All my Jewish friends went to the
Jewish Community Center, mid-week. But I stopped going because I did not fit in. My parents
also sent me to a Zionist Camp each summer. Everyone talked about Aliyah (moving to Israel).
But I didn’t get it! What’s so special about Israel? I hated being Jewish. But after believing the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, everything changed.
For the first time in my life, I read the Bible. I discovered that the Old Testament was about the
people of God, His people, the Jews, and His Land-Israel. Hey, I was born there. Many of the
stories I vaguely remembered in Hebrew School began to make sense.
I also discovered that the church of Jesus Christ started out as a Jewish congregation and that the
New Testament was written primarily by Hebrew Christians. This fascinated me! All the Jewish
holidays I didn’t understand as a boy came to life in rich and vivid detail. And when I read the
New Testament, I discovered that it was talking about the Jewish people, too. In short, as a Jew-I
have left nothing behind. I’ve gained everything.
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But when I believed the Gospel of Jesus Christ, I immediately lost:
❖ Family Relationships: The “door” was shut in my face. Do not bother coming back; this is
not your home, and we are not your family anymore.
❖ Family Assistance: Finances that would have been given for schooling, starting a business,
or starting a family was denied.
❖ Jewish Community: I was branded as a “traitor” for betraying the God of the Jews and
betraying my family. I was forced to figure life out for myself.
However, I gained a “new” family—the Family of God! My first pastor provided me with a place
to live, encouragement, a place to serve, thrive, and grow in the Church! Yes, I had to figure life
out on my own, so I relied on the family of faith—Christians. My pastor also told me NOT to
forget about my family. Instead, he encouraged me to attempt a relationship with them. In time,
they saw the changes God was making in m, and that sparked spiritual conversations.
I would also like to point out that it is NOT my job to reach out to the “Natural Jews.” My ministry
is to the Gentiles. Therefore, it falls on the “Spiritual Jews” to reach out to the “Natural Jews.”
Therefore, if you are a “Spiritual Jew,” please remember that:
1. The single most significant evidence of God's faithfulness is the existence of the Jewish
people. The Jews are “God’s chosen people. Many heathens have attempted to eradicate
the Jewish people from the face of the earth but to no avail but their own.
2. NO other Nation in history who had been expelled from their Land has ever come back to
reclaim it. This is because Israel belongs to the Jews. God gave it to them!
3. Most Jews do not know that the “New Covenant” was prophesied to be “coming” for
“them.”
4. Ask God to give you Jewish friends. Then bless them by conferring favor and protection
over them. Also bless them by providing an advantage, benefit or help to them
5. Pray for the Jewish people, and please be kind to them. The Jewish people have a low
acceptance rate of the Gospel. And as it should be. The Bible is clear that only a small
remnant of Jewish people will believe. But one day, the Bible also says that one day, “ALL”
of Israel will be saved.
6. Do not fret or give up hope. Remember that the Jews are here on earth to bring blessings
to all the Gentile Nations. For God holds up Israel as the “Apple of His Eye.” For it is
written that “Those who bless the Jews will be blessed and those that curse the Jews shall
be cursed.”
7. In whatever situation you find yourself in, I.E., industry, finance, the arts, etc. Surround
yourself with Jewish people who can help you. They are smart, compassionate, kindhearted people. Who knows God may use you to share the Gospel with them?
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Finally, since the “beginning,” God has desired that His People, the Jews would “believe” in the
Messiah, Jesus Christ. However, there is NOTHING you or I can say to make anyone, Jew, or
Gentile, believe the Gospel. In fact, Jews are trained to dispute and refute any attempts to
“proselytize” them. But proselytizing is not my intent, and hopefully, it is not yours either. My
prayer is that you will become friends with Jewish people. And that you will do what God ordained
the Gentiles to do—BLESS the Jews. Confer and provide a blessing to the Jews.
Also, pray for the opportunity to have a “spiritual conversation” with your Jewish and Gentile
friends. Remember, it is God’s WORD and His Holy Spirit “ALONE” who can reach into their
hearts. And at the “Right Time,” provide a Bible with the encouragement to read the Four Gospels.

The Apostle Paul’s Heart Concerning his People, the Jews
To begin, Paul would be willing to give up his salvation for his people, the Jews.
•

“I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were
cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, the people
of Israel.”

Paul instructs his readers that God chose the Jews for His purposes.
•

“Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law,
the temple worship, and the promises. Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the
human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised.”

Paul reminds us that the “true” children of God are not the Jews. Instead, those who are God’s
“true” children are those who have obtained a relationship with God by faith.
•

“For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. Nor because they are his descendants
are, they all Abraham’s children. On the contrary, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will
be reckoned.” In other words, it is not the natural children who are God’s children, but it is
the children of the promise who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring.”
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Paul explains the truth of who God’s children are by reminding them of His promise to Abraham
and Sarah that they will have a son. Paul reiterates a Scripture that we looked at earlier concerning
his LOVE for Israel, “Jacob, I loved, but Esau, I hated.”
•

“For this was how the promise was stated: “At the appointed time, I will return, and Sarah
will have a son.” Not only that, but Rebekah’s children had one and the same father, our
father, Isaac. Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad—in order that
God’s purpose in election might stand: not by works but by him who calls—she was told,
“The older will serve the younger.” Just as it is written: “Jacob, I loved, but Esau, I hated.”

God’s love, grace, and mercy depend on God’s effort and not on man's effort.
•

“

What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy
on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion. It does not,
therefore, depend on man’s desire or effort, but on God’s mercy. For the Scripture says to
Pharaoh: “I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that
my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” Therefore, God has mercy on whom he wants
to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden. One of you will say to me: “Then
why does God still blame us? For who resists his will?” But who are you, O man, to talk back
to God? “Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, ‘Why did you make me like this?’”
Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for noble
purposes and some for common use? What if God, choosing to show his wrath and make his
power known, bore with great patience the objects of his wrath—prepared for destruction?
What if he did this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, whom
he prepared in advance for glory— even us, whom he also called, not only from the Jews but
also from the Gentiles? As he says in Hosea: “I will call them ‘my people’ who are not my
people; and I will call her ‘my loved one’ who is not my loved one,” and, “It will happen that
in the very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ they will be called ‘sons
of the living God.’”

Being a Jew doesn’t earn God’s salvation. Instead, “Righteousness” (that leads to salvation” is
received by faith. The Gentiles understand this truth and receive “salvation.” Whereas, only a
remnant (few) Jews understand this spiritual truth and the reason why only a few Jews have
obtained salvation and a right (righteous) standing with God.
•

“Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: “Though the number of the Israelites be like the sand by
the sea, only the remnant will be saved. For the Lord will carry out his sentence on earth with
speed and finality.” It is just as Isaiah said previously: “Unless the Lord Almighty had left us,
descendants, we would have become like Sodom, we would have been like Gomorrah.” What
then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a
righteousness that is by faith; but Israel, who pursued a law of righteousness, has not attained
it. Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works. They stumbled
over the “stumbling stone.” As it is written: “See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes men to
stumble and a rock that makes them fall, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to
shame…
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Paul expounds on the truths we just reviewed.
•

“Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved.
For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on
knowledge. Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to
establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness. Christ is the end of the law
so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes… That if you confess with your
mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will
be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth
that you confess and are saved. As the Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never
be put to shame.” For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord
of all and richly blesses all who call on him, for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
will be saved…”

God gives salvation ONLY to those who have placed their faith in Jesus Christ. And this can only
happen if a person hears God’s WORD.
•

“But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed
our message?” Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is
heard through the word of Christ…at the present time, there is a remnant chosen by grace.
And if by grace, then it is no longer by works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace.
What then? What Israel sought so earnestly it did not obtain, but the elect did.”

“Israel” can still receive salvation. Therefore, when you meet a Hebrew Christian, you are seeing
one of God’s miracle.
•

“Again, I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all! Rather, because of
their transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel envious. But if their
transgression means riches for the world, and their loss means riches for the Gentiles, how
much greater riches will their fullness bring…Israel has experienced a hardening in part until
the full number of the Gentiles has come in. And so, all Israel will be saved… “The deliverer
will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. And this is my covenant with
them when I take away their sins.” Romans 11:1–36

Summary of Reaching Out to Jewish Friends
The following can also apply to your Gentile friends.
1. LOVE God, His Word, His Church, and His People.
God’s people (believers) must are part of a “Local” Church under the authority of a Pastor(s) who
teach and preach from God’s Word. God’s people also LOVE others because they are “in” God’s
Word and read and study God’s Word for themselves. The following three points are also essential.
a) Understand that the 8th Covenant, “New Covenant,” replaced the 5th “Old Covenant.” This
Truth is the building block for understanding the Bible and the reason why the Messiah
came to earth the first time. It is also the central message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
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b) Understand “God’s Seven Feasts.” They contain “pictures” of what Jesus did and is going
to do. The first four Feasts provide an understanding of Jesus’ death, burial, resurrection,
and sending of the Holy Spirit. The final three Feasts give an understanding of the future.
c) Understand the book of Daniel. Daniel contains the theological bedrock for understanding
“Past Events” which were fulfilled and “Future Events” to come. The 9th chapter is the
most important as it reveals God’s “set times” and what He has in store for Israel’s future.
2. WALK in God’s Economy.
There is a lot we should be thankful for because of the Jewish People. We owe the Jewish People
a debt of gratitude for many “spiritual things.” God used the Jewish people to author His Word,
and of the 66 books in the Bible, 64 of them were written by Jewish authors. We also “owe our
salvation” to Jesus, the Jewish Rabbi, and Messiah, who said, “Salvation is of the Jews” (John
4:22). We also owe our Jewish and Gentile friends an explanation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
The Apostle Paul (a Hebrew Christian) and author of most of the New Testament said, “I am not
ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes:
first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.” We also owe the Jewish People a debt of gratitude for many
of the things we have and enjoy, which originated from the “minds” of Jewish inventors, artists,
scientists, musicians, philanthropists, and businesspeople.
Jews:
✓ Confer God’s favor and protection out loud or in your heart to the Gentiles.
✓ Provide or contribute an advantage, benefit, or help to the Gentiles.
✓ Conversely, do not curse the Gentiles:
Gentiles:
✓ Confer God’s favor and protection out loud or in your heart to the Jews.
✓ Provide or contribute an advantage, benefit, or help to the Jews.
✓ Conversely, do not curse the Jews.
3. ASK God to put Jewish and Gentile people in your life.
a) Develop a relationship with them. Do “LIFE” Together. Boldly invite yourself to their
“Community Activities, I.E., Church, Synagogue, Holidays, special occasions such as
graduations, Bar or Bat Mitzvah, weddings, funerals, etc.
b) Wait on God to put “situations,” which cause your Jewish and Gentile friends to seek God
out or question His existence and purposes.
c) Pray for your Jewish and Gentile friends. Remember, you cannot impose “Belief” on
anyone. Nor can you open anyone’s spiritual eyes or hearts. It’s all God’s doing. But what
you can do is be willing and available to God. So, ask Him how He wants you to love,
bless, and serve your Jewish and Gentile friends.
Let’s continue our study of God’s trumpets.
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The Sounding of God’s Trumpets Continues
King Abijah’s Priests Sound Trumpets-King Jeroboam is Defeated
One of the functions of the “sounding” of God’s Trumpet was to gather the fighting men to battle.
The declarative sound of the Trumpet would rally the fighting men against their enemies-also
called “The Battle Cry.” But God’s Trumpet is not a “magical” instrument. That is to say,
God isn’t going to give “anyone” the “Victory” just because His Favorite Instrument is
sounded. However, when you’re acting on God’s behalf and are moving forward according to
His Word and His instruction. Or, you’re defending God’s Holy Name and His Holy Word. When
you blow the Trumpet, those who are opposed to God and His ways will be defeated.
You’ll recall that after King Solomon died, the 12
Tribes of Israel split in two creating the “Divided
Kingdom.” This consisted of 10 Tribes, which formed
the “Northern Kingdom” and called “Israel.” The
remaining 2 Tribes formed the “Southern Kingdom”
and called “Judah.” You’ll also recall that Judah had 8
good Kings, as well as evil Kings. But ALL of
“Israel’s Kings were evil. And some of Israel’s
“Kings” started off “good.” But ultimately, they were
declared to be “evil” because of the “evil” they committed. We see all this in the following story.
King Abijah was “Judah’s” Second King (Evil King). And King Jeroboam was “Israel’s” first
King (“Evil King).
King Abijah stood on “Mount Zemaraim” and “Called Out” King Jeroboam for many sins against
God. King Jeroboam is “called out” for possessing “golden calves,” which he made, and (“Israel”)
continued to use in worship to “other gods.” He is also “called out” because he had forsaken God
and was allowing “Non-Levites” to act as “Priests.” You’ll recall that only the Tribe of Levi was
consecrated by God to be “His Priests.” King Jeroboam was acting against God and His Word,
whereas King Abijah was defending God’s ways and God’s Word. King Abijah warned King
Jeroboam NOT to “engage” him in a “fight” because King Abijah’s Priests (Levites) would blow
the Trumpet, and God would give them the victory. King Jeroboam does NOT listen, and he sends
his men to ambush King Abijah’s men from “behind.” Keep in mind that though King Abijah is
outnumbered “Two to One,” but he is not concerned because God is on his side. So, when King
Abijah sees that his men are surrounded in the front and from the rear, God’s TRUE Priests, the
Levites, blow their Trumpets, and God gives King Abijah the victory.
•

“In the eighteenth year of the reign of Jeroboam, Abijah became king of Judah, and he
reigned in Jerusalem three years…There was war between Abijah and Jeroboam. Abijah
went into battle with a force of four hundred thousand able fighting men, and Jeroboam
drew up a battle line against him with eight hundred thousand able troops. Abijah stood
on Mount Zemaraim, in the hill country of Ephraim, and said, “Jeroboam and all Israel,
listen to me…You are indeed a vast army and have with you the golden calves that
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Jeroboam made to be your gods. But didn’t you drive out the priests of the LORD, the sons
of Aaron, and the Levites, and make priests of your own as the peoples of other lands do?
Whoever comes to consecrate himself with a young bull and seven rams may become a
priest of what are not gods. “As for us, the LORD is our God, and we have not forsaken
him. The priests who serve the LORD are sons of Aaron, and the Levites assist them. Every
morning and evening, they present burnt offerings and fragrant incense to the LORD. They
set out the bread on the ceremonially clean table and light the lamps on the gold lampstand
every evening. We are observing the requirements of the LORD, our God. But you have
forsaken him. God is with us; he is our leader. His priests with their trumpets will sound
the battle cry against you. Men of Israel, do not fight against the LORD, the God of your
fathers, for you will not succeed.” Now Jeroboam had sent troops around to the rear so
that while he was in front of Judah, the ambush was behind them. Judah turned and saw
that they were being attacked at both front and rear. Then they cried out to the LORD.
The priests blew their trumpets, and the men of Judah raised the battle cry. At the
sound of their battle cry, God routed Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah and Judah.
The Israelites fled before Judah, and God delivered them into their hands. Abijah and his
men inflicted heavy losses on them so that there were five hundred thousand casualties
among Israel’s able men. The men of Israel were subdued on that occasion, and the men
of Judah were victorious because they relied on the LORD, the God of their fathers.” 2
Chronicles 13:1–22

With Trumpets God’s Judgements are Pronounced on Moab
The prophet Amos announces God’s judgments against Israel and her neighbors to include
“Moab.” Keep “Moab” in mind as we will look at her later in our study of the book of Daniel.
•

“The words of Amos, one of the shepherds of Tekoa—what he saw concerning Israel two
years before the earthquake when Uzziah was king of Judah and Jeroboam son of Jehoash
was king of Israel. He said: “The LORD roars from Zion and thunders from Jerusalem; the
pastures of the shepherds dry up, and the top of Carmel withers…This is what the LORD
says: “For three sins of Moab, even for four, I will not turn back my wrath. Because he
burned, as if to lime, the bones of Edom’s king, I will send fire upon Moab that will
consume the fortresses of Kerioth. Moab will go down in great tumult amid war cries and
the blast of the trumpet. I will destroy her ruler and kill all her officials with him,” says the
LORD.”

Amos also references the “Watchmen” of the City, who are to sound Trumpets to warn the people
of imminent danger. We will look at God’s watchmen shortly.
•

“When a trumpet sounds in a city, do not the people tremble?” Amos 3:6

Page 147 ©2016 by Michael (Ben) Attar
You can read, download, or print this manuscript at www.GoodMoodFoundation.org

“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM
Subtitled “Sound the Trumpets in Zion”

Sound Trumpets-King Jehoshaphat Celebrates God’s Victory
King Jehoshaphat was “Judah’s 4th King, and he was a “Good King.” He turned his people “back
to” The LORD. He also appointed “Judges” and gave them Biblical “Charge” concerning their
“TRUE” responsibilities. And in the following story, we are again reminded of an ongoing
Spiritual Truth. When we place our faith in the God of the Bible, and trust Him for ALL thingsHe’s the “One” who gives the victory. It’s ALL His doing and not ours. This truth unfolds as the
“Moabite” and “Ammonite” armies had come from “Edom” (Jordan-today) to make war with
King Jehoshaphat. Their armies had already crossed over the “Sea” (Dead Sea) and were in “En
Gedi” (we looked at En Gedi in our previous journey) and were moving towards Judah.
There are many “Spiritual Truths” contained in the stories of the sounding of God’s Trumpets.
Following is the order and progression of how King Jehoshaphat responds to the immediate threat
of the Moabites and Ammonites. Interestingly, the order of these “Spiritual Truths” forms a
“Pattern,” which will be helpful to you no matter what “enemy” is moving towards you.
Personally, this “pattern” helped me to overcome the enemy of “negative thoughts emotions.”
King Jehoshaphat “seeks the counsel” of God.
He proclaims a “time of fasting” for all of Judah.
He stands at The Temple and exalts the “Name of God.”
He reminds the people of the many things God did for them.
A Levite, Jahaziel, also reminds the people, “The battle is not theirs but The Lord’s.”
Then King Jehoshaphat and his army set out to battle the Moabite and Ammonite armies.
And as they go forth, he AGAIN reminds the people to trust and place their faith in GOD.
7. He appoints men to lead them in a song of praise to God for the splendor of HIS holiness,
“Give thanks to the LORD, for his love endures forever.” And as they began to sing and
praise God, God caused the Ammonite and Moabite armies to destroy “each other. “And
when King Jehoshaphat and his army came upon them-they were all dead.
8. King Jehoshaphat and his men returned to Jerusalem joyfully because it was GOD who
had given them the victory. They went to The Temple, with the playing of instruments and
the sounding of TRUMPETS.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

•

“Jehoshaphat lived in Jerusalem, and he went out again
among the people from Beersheba to the hill country of
Ephraim and turned them back to the LORD, the God of
their fathers. He appointed judges in the land, in each of
the fortified cities of Judah. He told them, “Consider
carefully what you do because you are not judging for
man but for the LORD, who is with you whenever you give a verdict. Now let the fear of
the LORD be upon you...After this, the Moabites, and Ammonites with some of the
Meunites came to make war on Jehoshaphat. Some men came and told Jehoshaphat, “A
vast army is coming against you from Edom, from the other side of the Sea. It is already
in Hazazon Tamar” (that is, En Gedi). Alarmed, Jehoshaphat resolved to inquire of the
LORD, and he proclaimed a fast for all Judah. The people of Judah came together to seek
help from the LORD; indeed, they came from every town in Judah to seek him. Then
Jehoshaphat stood up in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem at the temple of the LORD
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in the front of the new courtyard and said: “O LORD, God of our fathers, are you not the
God who is in heaven? You rule over all the kingdoms of the nations. Power and might
are in your hand, and no one can withstand you. O our God, did you not drive out the
inhabitants of this land before your people Israel and give it forever to the descendants of
Abraham, your friend…Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jahaziel… He said:
“Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah and Jerusalem! This is what the LORD
says to you: ‘Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast army. For the battle is
not yours, but God’s...Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Go out to face them
tomorrow, and the LORD will be with you.’” Jehoshaphat bowed with his face to the
ground, and all the people of Judah and Jerusalem fell down in worship before the
LORD…Early in the morning, they left for the Desert of Tekoa. As they set out,
Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Listen to me, Judah and people of Jerusalem! Have faith in
the LORD your God, and you will be upheld; have faith in his prophets, and you will be
successful.” After consulting the people, Jehoshaphat appointed men to sing to the LORD
and to praise him for the splendor of his holiness as they went out at the head of the army,
saying: “Give thanks to the LORD, for his love endures forever.” As they began to sing
and praise, the LORD set ambushes against the men of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir
who were invading Judah, and they were defeated. The men of Ammon and Moab rose up
against the men from Mount Seir to destroy and annihilate them. After they finished
slaughtering the men from Seir, they helped to destroy one another. When the men of
Judah came to the place that overlooks the desert and looked toward the vast army, they
saw only dead bodies lying on the ground; no one had escaped… Then, led by Jehoshaphat,
all the men of Judah and Jerusalem returned joyfully to Jerusalem, for the LORD had given
them cause to rejoice over their enemies. They entered Jerusalem and went to the temple
of the LORD with harps and lutes and trumpets.” 2 Chronicles 19:1–21:3

Joash is Anointed King of Judah with Trumpets Sounding
To appreciate the story of Joash, we first need to understand the person of Athaliah, who was the
daughter of King Ahab (Israel’s 7th King-Evil). King Ahab had married a wicked foreign woman
named Jezebel, who promoted the worship of Baal and other pagan religions in Israel. Athaliah,
like her mother Jezebel, was ruthless and evil. Athaliah had forced her way on the throne of Judah
and ruled for six years. When her son Ahaziah died, she proceeded to kill off the “Royal Line” to
the throne. Baby Joash (who was in line) was doomed to die, but Jehosheba, the daughter of King
Jehoram (Judah’s 5th King -Evil), stole him to protect his young life. Baby Joash remained
“hidden” in The Temple, with his nurse, for 6 years while “Queen Athaliah” ruled the Land.
In the 7th year, The Priest, Jehoiada summoned “commanders” and made them swear an oath to
protect Joash, who was now 7 years old. Later, Jehoiada brought Joash out, put a crown on his
head, and proclaimed him as King. Joash was now “Judah’s 8th King (Good). As Trumpets are
sounded announcing the reign of King Joash, Athaliah hears the commotion and learns what has
just happened. She is infuriated. But when she leaves, The Temple, she is executed.
•

“When Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she proceeded to
destroy the whole royal family. But Jehosheba, the daughter of King Jehoram… took
Joash…so he was not killed. He remained hidden with his nurse at the temple of the LORD
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for six years while Athaliah ruled the land. In the seventh year… Jehoiada brought out the
king’s son and put the crown on him; he presented him with a copy of the covenant and
proclaimed him king. They anointed him, and the people clapped their hands and shouted,
“Long live the king!” When Athaliah heard the noise made by the guards and the people,
she went to the people at the temple of the LORD. She looked, and there was the king
standing by the pillar, as the custom was. The officers and the trumpeters were beside the
king, and all the people of the land were rejoicing and blowing trumpets. Then Athaliah
tore her robes and called out, “Treason! Treason!” Jehoiada, the priest, ordered the
commanders… “She must not be put to death in the temple of the LORD.” So, they seized
her as she reached the place where the horses enter the palace grounds, and there she was
put to death. Jehoiada then made a covenant between the LORD and the king and people
that they would be the LORD’s people. He also made a covenant between the king and the
people. All the people of the land went to the temple of Baal and tore it down. They
smashed the altars and idols to pieces and killed Mattan, the priest of Baal in front of the
altars…The king then took his place on the royal throne, and all the people of the land
rejoiced. And the city was quiet because Athaliah had been slain with the sword at the
palace. Joash was seven years old when he began to reign.”
King Joash was a “Good King,” and he did what was right in the eyes of The Lord. Interestingly,
he gave an order to collect money and use it to repair the Temple. However, after 23 years, the
Temple had not been rebuilt. Why? Most likely because the “monies” had been “used” by the
Priests. So, he instructs them not to take any more money “for themselves” from the treasurers
but to use it to repair the Temple.
•

“Joash did what was right in the eyes of the LORD all the years Jehoiada the priest
instructed him… Joash said to the priests, “Collect all the money that is brought as sacred
offerings to the temple of the LORD—the money collected in the census, the money
received from personal vows and the money brought voluntarily to the temple. Let every
priest receive the money from one of the treasurers, and let it be used to repair whatever
damage is found in the temple.” But by the twenty-third year of King Joash, the priests
still had not repaired the temple. Therefore, King Joash summoned Jehoiada, the priest and
the other priests, and asked them, “Why aren’t you repairing the damage done to the
temple? Take no more money from your treasurers, but hand it over for repairing the
temple.” The priests agreed that they would not collect any more money from the people
and that they would not repair the temple themselves.”

Jehoiada enacts a “New System” for collecting money. And with that money, they used it to pay
the workers who were repairing the Temple.
•

“Jehoiada, the priest, took a chest and bored a hole in its lid. He placed it beside the altar,
on the right side as one enters the temple of the LORD. The priests who guarded the
entrance put into the chest all the money that was brought to the temple of the LORD.
Whenever they saw that there was a large amount of money in the chest, the royal secretary
and the high priest came, counted the money that had been brought into the temple of the
LORD, and put it into bags. When the amount had been determined, they gave the money
to the men appointed to supervise the work on the temple. With it, they paid those who
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•

worked on the temple of the LORD…The money from the guilt offerings and sin offerings
was not brought into the temple of the LORD; it belonged to the priests.”
“About this time, Hazael king of Aram went up and attacked Gath and captured it. Then
he turned to attack Jerusalem. But Joash king of Judah took all the sacred objects dedicated
by his fathers—Jehoshaphat, Jehoram and Ahaziah, the kings of Judah—and the gifts he
himself had dedicated and all the gold found in the treasuries of the temple of the LORD
and of the royal palace, and he sent them to Hazael king of Aram, who then withdrew from
Jerusalem.” 2 Kings 11:1–12:21

Return to The Lord, Faithless Israel— Sound Trumpets and Return to Zion
King Josiah was “Judah’s 16th King and also the last “good king” of Judah.
Please read the following in its entirety, and it needs no explanation.
•

“During the reign of King Josiah, the LORD said to me, “Have you seen what faithless Israel
has done? She has gone up on every high hill and under every spreading tree and has
committed adultery there. I thought that after she had done all this, she would return to me,
but she did not, and her unfaithful sister Judah saw it. I gave faithless Israel her certificate
of divorce and sent her away because of all her adulteries. Yet I saw that her unfaithful
sister Judah had no fear; she also went out and committed adultery. Because Israel’s
immorality mattered so little to her, she defiled the land and committed adultery with stone
and wood. In spite of all this, her unfaithful sister Judah did not return to me with all her
heart, but only in pretense,” declares the LORD. The LORD said to me, “Faithless Israel is
more righteous than unfaithful Judah. Go, proclaim this message toward the north:
“‘Return, faithless Israel,’ declares the LORD, ‘I will frown on you no longer, for I am
merciful,’ declares the LORD, ‘I will not be angry forever. Only acknowledge your guilt—
you have rebelled against the LORD your God, you have scattered your favors to foreign
gods under every spreading tree, and have not obeyed me,’” declares the LORD. “Return,
faithless people,” declares the LORD, “for I am your husband. I will choose you—one from
a town and two from a clan—and bring you to Zion. Then I will give you shepherds after
my own heart, who will lead you with knowledge and understanding. In those days, when
your numbers have increased greatly in the land,” declares the LORD, “men will no longer
say, ‘The ark of the covenant of the LORD.’ It will never enter their minds or be
remembered; it will not be missed, nor will another one be made. At that time they will call
Jerusalem The Throne of the LORD, and all nations will gather in Jerusalem to honor the
name of the LORD. No longer will they follow the stubbornness of their evil hearts. In those
days, the house of Judah will join the house of Israel, and together they will come from a
northern land to the land I gave your forefathers as an inheritance. “I myself said, “‘How
gladly would I treat you like sons and give you a desirable land, the most beautiful
inheritance of any nation.’ I thought you would call me ‘Father’ and not turn away from
following me. But like a woman unfaithful to her husband, so you have been unfaithful to
me, O house of Israel,” declares the LORD. A cry is heard on the barren heights, the weeping
and pleading of the people of Israel, because they have perverted their ways and have
forgotten the LORD their God. “Return, faithless people; I will cure you of backsliding.”
“Yes, we will come to you, for you are the LORD our God. Surely the idolatrous commotion
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on the hills and mountains is a deception; surely in the LORD our God is the salvation of
Israel. From our youth shameful gods have consumed the fruits of our fathers’ labor— their
flocks and herds, their sons, and daughters. Let us lie down in our shame, and let our
disgrace cover us. We have sinned against the LORD our God, both we and our fathers;
from our youth till this day, we have not obeyed the LORD our God.” “If you will return, O
Israel, return to me,” declares the LORD. “If you put your detestable idols out of my sight
and no longer go astray, and if in a truthful, just and righteous way you swear, ‘As surely
as the LORD lives,’ then the nations will be blessed by him and in him they will glory.”
This is what the LORD says to the men of Judah and to Jerusalem: “Break up your unplowed
ground and do not sow among thorns. Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, circumcise your
hearts, you men of Judah and people of Jerusalem, or my wrath will break out and burn
like fire because of the evil you have done— burn with no one to quench it. “Announce in
Judah and proclaim in Jerusalem and say: ‘Sound the trumpet throughout the land!’ Cry
aloud and say: ‘Gather together! Let us flee to the fortified cities!’ Raise the signal to go to
Zion!” Jeremiah 3:6–4:6

“Ideograms” in Scripture

An “ideogram” is a symbol that represents an idea.
So, just by looking at the picture, you know exactly what is being communicated.
1. In the first picture, the man is contemplating which of the “two directions” to take.
2. In the second picture, we know that here are bathrooms-for “women” and for “men.”
3. In the third picture, we know that “dogs are not allowed.”
The Hebrew alphabet contains 22 letters.
And it is widely accepted that each of the “Hebrew Letters” also has both a “numerical value”
and an “ideographic meaning.”
Keep in mind that it was the Jews (not Christians) who studied the Biblical “text” to establish a
“numerical value” and an “ideographic meaning.”
This is important because many of “Ideograms” from Scripture points to Jesus Christ.
Let’s look at several.
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The Hebrew Letter “Shin”
Now, let’s consider the letter “Shin” which is the 21st letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

“Shin” is derived from the word “EL-Shaddai,” meaning God Almighty.
❖ “EL” points to the “Power of God,” which means-He helps.
❖ “Shin” is the first letter of Shaddai and is derived from another word, “Breast”-which
means God blesses abundantly.
The “numerical value” of the Hebrew letter, “Shin” is 300. Keep this mind when we study the
story of Gideon, following.
The “ideographic meaning of the letter “SHIN” is the
“picture” for God.
Therefore, the next time you see “anyone” stretching out
their arms and hands in worship, the letter “SHIN” is formed, and
you are seeing the picture for the name of God (see picture). Also,
keep this in mind the next time you are worshipping.
In the following story, Moses held his arms outstretched towards
God-forming a “SHIN” (see picture). When Moses kept his arms
up, the Israelites were winning the battle. But when Moses let his
hands down, the Israelites were losing the fight. So, Aaron and
Hur propped Moses’s hands back up to God.
•

“The Amalekites came and attacked the Israelites at
Rephidim. Moses said to Joshua, “Choose some of our
men and go out to fight the Amalekites. Tomorrow I will
stand on top of the hill with the staff of God in my
hands.” So, Joshua fought the Amalekites as Moses had
ordered, and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went to the top of
the hill. As long as Moses held up his hands, the
Israelites were winning, but whenever he lowered his
hands, the Amalekites were winning. When Moses’
hands grew tired, they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur
held his hands up—one on one side, one on the other—so that his hands remained steady
till sunset. So, Joshua overcame the Amalekite army with the sword. Then the LORD said
to Moses, “Write this on a scroll as something to be remembered and make sure that
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Joshua hears it because I will completely blot out the memory of Amalek from under
heaven.” Moses built an altar and called it The LORD is my Banner. He said, “For hands
were lifted up to the throne of the LORD. The LORD will be at war against the Amalekites
from generation to generation.” Exodus 17:8–16
That said, as you can see in
this picture when God’s
Shofar
Trumpet
is
sounded, it is pointing
upwards. Also, you can see that as
God’s Shofar Trumpet is held and
sounding, both arms are stretched out,
forming the letter “SHIN”-the name
for God.

You may recall the famed Jewish actor, Leonard Nimoy, who portrayed Spock on the television
and movie series called “Star Trek.” You’ll remember that Spock would often display the “Vulcan
Salute” (see picture). The Vulcan Salute was derived by separating the palms of both hands with
thumbs outstretched, and the middle and ring fingers parted so that each hand forms two V’s. The
Vulcan Salute is, in fact, the letter “Shin.” Before his passing, Leonard publicly acknowledged
how it came about that he used the letter “Shin” as the Vulcan Salute. You can find his short video
on YouTube.
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Mezuzah
God’s Word is also encased in a “box” nailed to the door
frame of Jewish homes. It is called a Mezuzah and is a
cousin of the Tefillin, which we looked at earlier. And the
letter “Shin” (“ideographic meaning”) for God appears on
the Mezuzah. This is not an accident as the “Shin” appears on
EVERY Mezuzah.
The Mezuzah is “covering” that houses a piece of parchment
(rolled like a scroll) with the verses (Shema) from
Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and the passage from Deuteronomy
11:31-21.
The Mezuzah is placed on the upper righthand side of the Jewish home.
And before entering the house, a person puts their
fingers to their mouth and “kisses” them.
Then they place their “kissed” fingers on the
Mezuzah-kissing GOD and His WORD.
Keep this in mind because, in Israel, you will see a Mezuzah
on every door-literally.
As you leave the “Western Wall” area, you’ll also see this
HUGE Mezuzah.”
Here I am kissing it. You should, too.
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God’s Name
Keep in mind that religious Jews do not speak or use the name of “GOD.” That’s why, when
reading Jewish literature, you will see God’s name spelled as “G-D.”
Also, keep in mind that when reading the Old Testament, the word “LORD” (all caps) or “Lord”
(small caps) is used MOST often to reference “GOD.”
Here is God’s name in Hebrew.

The phonetical sound is:

“YHWH” or “Yahweh”
Remember that Hebrew is read from right to left.
“Yahweh” is the MOST HOLY NAME OF GOD and was given to Moses at the “Burning Bush”
and which most English translations render as “I AM.”
•

“Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro…to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the
angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that
though the bush was on fire, it did not burn up…God called to him from within the bush,
“Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, “Here I am.” “Do not come any closer,” God said.
“Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.” Then he said,
“I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.”
At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. The LORD said, “I have
indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt…So, I have come down to rescue them from
the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land…the home of the
Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites. And now…I have seen
the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. So now, go…bring my people the Israelites
out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring
the Israelites out of Egypt?” And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign
to you that it is I who have sent you…God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what
you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” God also said to Moses, “Say
to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, the name by
which I am to be remembered from generation to generation…The elders of Israel will
listen to you. Then you and the elders are to go to the king of Egypt and say to him, ‘The
LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us. Let us take a three-day journey into the
desert to offer sacrifices to the LORD our God.’ But I know that the king of Egypt will not
let you go unless a mighty hand compels him. So, I will stretch out my hand and strike the
Egyptians with all the wonders that I will perform among them. After that, he will let you
go. Exodus 3:1–22
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Let’s look at the ideographic meaning of God’s name, “Yahweh.”

Using the chart, you can see that:
The first letter “Yud” = Hand
The second letter “He” = Behold or Look
The third letter “Vav” = Nail
The fourth letter is a repeat “He” = Behold
Therefore, an accurate ideographic translation of
“Yahweh” would be:
“Behold the Hand, Behold the Nail.”
Now, consider “Jesus,” which in Hebrew is “Yeshua” and
means:
“Yahweh is Our Salvation.”
Therefore, when we put the two together, we come up with the following…

“Yahweh Is Our Salvation.”
“Behold the Hand, Behold the Nail.”
•

[Jesus Christ] “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something
to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in
human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became
obedient to death—even death on a cross! Therefore, God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” Philippians 2:5–11
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On the cross, Jesus’ arms were “outstretched,” forming the Hebrew letter “SHIN”- and thus, the
“ideographic meaning” name for God was displayed

Gideon Defeats the Midianites as “300” Trumpets are Sounded
Time and time again throughout Israel’s history, the Israelites did “Evil in the eyes of the LORD.”
And God would allow Israel’s enemies to rise up against His People. Therefore, in the following
story, God allowed the Midianites to oppress His People for 7 years to include destroying Israel’s
crops and killing their livestock.
•

“Again, the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, and for seven years, he gave them
into the hands of the Midianites…Whenever the Israelites planted their crops, the
Midianites, Amalekites, and other eastern peoples invaded the country. They camped on
the land and ruined the crops all the way to Gaza and did not spare a living thing for Israel,
neither sheep nor cattle nor donkeys. They came up with their livestock and their tents like
swarms of locusts. It was impossible to count the men and their camels; they invaded the
land to ravage it.”

The Israelites cried out to God, and He sent them a prophet who reminds the Jews what God did
during the Exodus.
•

“When the Israelites cried to the LORD because of Midian, he sent them a prophet, who
said, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I brought you up out of Egypt, out
of the land of slavery. I snatched you from the power of Egypt and from the hand of all
your oppressors. I drove them from before you and gave you their land. I said to you, ‘I
am the LORD your God; do not worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you live.’
But you have not listened to me.”

Throughout Scripture, God will often send an Angel(s) to “assist” His People. This time, one of
God’s Angels comes to Gideon, who is the son of King Joash (“Judah’s 8th King-Good).
Following, God’s Angel has a conversation with Gideon.
•

“The angel of the LORD came…appeared to Gideon, he said, “The LORD is with you,
mighty warrior.” “But sir,” Gideon replied, “if the LORD is with us, why has all this
happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our fathers told us about when they said,
‘Did not the LORD bring us up out of Egypt?’ But now the LORD has abandoned us and
put us into the hand of Midian.” The LORD turned to him and said, “Go in the strength you
have and save Israel out of Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you… I am the least in my
family.” The LORD answered, “I will be with you, and you will strike down all the
Midianites together.”

Gideon has heard God’s Angel encourage him, but he doesn’t believe it, so he introduces a
“fleece.” A “fleece” is an indication of “unbelief.” The unbeliever essentially says, “God, do
‘THIS,’ and then if you do, I’ll believe you.” So, Gideon asks the Angel to show him a “sign.”
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•

“Gideon replied, “If now I have found favor in your eyes, give me a sign that it is really
you talking to me…Gideon went in, prepared a young goat, and from an ephah of flour,
he made bread without yeast. Putting the meat in a basket and its broth in a pot, he brought
them out and offered them to him under the oak…With the tip of the staff that was in his
hand, the angel of the LORD touched the meat and the unleavened bread. Fire flared from
the rock, consuming the meat and the bread. And the angel of the LORD disappeared. When
Gideon realized that it was the angel of the LORD, he exclaimed, “Ah, Sovereign LORD! I
have seen the angel of the LORD face to face!”

God is known by many different names throughout the Old Testament. Each of His names has
significant meaning. And following, Gideon “discovers” that The LORD is the…

God of Peace
e-lo-hay ha-sha-LOHM
•

“But the LORD said to him, “Peace! Do not be afraid. You are not going to die.” So, Gideon
built an altar to the LORD there and called it The LORD is Peace. To this day, it stands in
Ophrah of the Abiezrites.”

Building and worshiping idols is another recurring theme throughout Israel’s history. GOD wants
to be worshiped, and anything Israelites (or we) “Put Up” as a substitute to replace God is a SIN.
So, as the story continues, God instructs Gideon to tear down the “idols” His sinful People had
constructed. But when they see that their idols have been torn down, they want to kill Gideon.
•

“That same night the LORD said to him, “Take the second bull from your father’s herd, the
one seven years old. Tear down your father’s altar to Baal and cut down the Asherah pole
beside it. Then build a proper kind of altar to the LORD your God on the top of this height.
Using the wood of the Asherah pole that you cut down, offer the second bull as a burnt
offering.” So, Gideon took ten of his servants and did as the LORD told him. But because
he was afraid of his family and the men of the town, he did it at night rather than in the
daytime. In the morning when the men of the town got up, there was Baal’s altar,
demolished, with the Asherah pole beside it cut down and the second bull sacrificed on
the newly built altar! They asked each other, “Who did this?” When they carefully
investigated, they were told, “Gideon, son of Joash, did it.” The men of the town demanded
of Joash, “Bring out your son. He must die because he has broken down Baal’s altar and
cut down the Asherah pole beside it.”

Gideon’s father Joash “stands up” for his son, and then Gideon embarks on the mission God called
him to accomplish-defeat the Midianites.
•

“But Joash replied to the hostile crowd around him, “Are you going to plead Baal’s cause?
Are you trying to save him? Whoever fights for him shall be put to death by morning! If
Baal really is a god, he can defend himself when someone breaks down his altar.” So that
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day, they called Gideon “Jerub-Baal,” saying, “Let Baal contend with him,” because he
broke down Baal’s altar.”
Let’s remind ourselves that God’s Trumpet is the “Shofar” Trumpet. And throughout Scripture,
whenever you see “Trumpet” mentioned, it is referring to the Shofar Trumpet or Ram’s horn.
However, whenever Scripture says that a “Priest” is blowing a Trumpet, the Priest is blowing a
“Temple Trumpet” (“Silver Trumpet’) as ONLY the Priest could do so.
Gideon SOUNDS his Trumpet and calls the people to follow him “in arms.”
•

“Now all the Midianites, Amalekites, and other eastern peoples joined forces and crossed
over the Jordan and camped in the Valley of Jezreel. Then the Spirit of the LORD came
upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet, summoning the Abiezrites to follow him. He
sent messengers throughout Manasseh, calling them to arms, and also into Asher, Zebulun,
and Naphtali, so that they too went up to meet them.”

Gideon still does not believe that God is with him because he again “offers a fleece.” And again
in “this case,” God answers Gideon’s fleece.
I would like to point out that this story is not a theological basis for saying it’s okay to offer a
“fleece” to God. Remember that what occurred here occurred in the “Old Covenant.”
However, in the “New Covenant,” ALL of God’s Promises are “YES” and AMEN!”
God has already proven Himself-all we are asked to do is to “Believe”— The Gospel of Jesus
Christ. God will do ALL that He has ordained for YOU and me to do.
•

“Gideon said to God, “If you will save Israel by my hand as you have promised—look, I
will place a wool fleece on the threshing floor. If there is dew only on the fleece and all
the ground is dry, then I will know that you will save Israel by my hand, as you said.” And
that is what happened. Gideon rose early the next day; he squeezed the fleece and wrung
out the dew—a bowlful of water. Then Gideon said to God, “Do not be angry with me.
Let me make just one more request. Allow me one more test with the fleece. This time
make the fleece dry and the ground covered with dew.” That night God did so. Only the
fleece was dry; all the ground was covered with dew.”

The next morning, God essentially tells Gideon that HE wants to get all the credit of what He is
about to do. So, of 32,000 men who were with Gideon, 22,000 men turned back because of “fear.”
There were now 10,000 men with Gideon who remained.
•

“Early in the morning, Jerub-Baal (that is, Gideon) and all his men camped at the spring
of Harod. The camp of Midian was north of them in the valley near the hill of Moreh. The
LORD said to Gideon, “You have too many men for me to deliver Midian into their hands.
In order that Israel may not boast against me that her own strength has saved her, announce
now to the people, ‘Anyone who trembles with fear may turn back and leave Mount
Gilead.’” So, twenty-two thousand men left, while ten thousand remained.”
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God now gives Gideon a fascinating instruction. He is to narrow the field of 10,000 men by
observing how they drink water-either like a dog or in “another posture.”
•

“But the LORD said to Gideon, “There are still too many men. Take them down to the
water, and I will sift them for you there. If I say, ‘This one shall go with you,’ he shall go;
but if I say, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ he shall not go.” So, Gideon took the men
down to the water. There the LORD told him, “Separate those who lap the water with their
tongues like a dog from those who kneel down to drink.” Three hundred men lapped with
their hands to their mouths. All the rest got down on their knees to drink. The LORD said
to Gideon, “With the three hundred men that lapped, I will save you and give the
Midianites into your hands.”

I cannot come up with any other explanation for this
“odd” instruction except “ONE.”
As you look at this picture, three Israelites are on their
knees lapping water like a dog. They are
representative of the 9,700 men God wanted nothing
to do with. You can also see the “other Israelite” in
the picture. He has his weapon in one hand with his
arm stretched upward. And with his other hand, he
has cupped the water and is “raising” his hand to his
mouth.
As you can clearly see, both arms are facing upwards
and are forming a “SHIN”-the “ideographic meaning” for God. This Israelite is representative of
the “300” men God was going to use mightily (the “numerical value” of the
letter “Shin” is 300). Therefore, these “300” were indeed men of GOD!
Now, the 9,700 men who got on their knees were sent home. But before they
went back, the “300” took their provisions. That makes sense! More food in
case they need it. However, Scripture says that the “300” also took the
Trumpets from the 9,700.
•

“Let all the other men go, each to his own place.” So, Gideon sent the rest of the Israelites
to their tents but kept the three hundred, who took over the provisions and trumpets of the
others.”

Yes, the “300” might need more food. But why would the “300” need 9,700 more Trumpets? They
couldn’t carry them, nor could they blow them. What’s the answer?
You’ve seen movies where a “Cop” turns in his or her “shield and gun,” which are “symbols” of
power and authority- entrusted to them. But the moment the officer “turns them in,” he or she has
been relinquished of power and authority. He or she is no longer a Police Officer.
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Therefore, the 9,700 men were not only “turning in” their “instrument” (Trumpet); they were also
turning in “one” of God’s symbols of power and authority-HIS TRUMPET! And though the Bible
doesn’t say, we can assume that the “first cut” of 22,000 men had “turned in” their Trumpets, too.
But this leads to the question, “Did every Israelite who EVER went into battle carry a Trumpet?”
Again, the Bible doesn’t say. But it’s most likely, “NO!” Only in the story of Gideon, did all of
the original armies (32,000 men) carry a Trumpet. However, God could ONLY use “300” men.
They were men of GOD-who carried God’s symbol of Power and Authority-The “Shofar”
Trumpet.
Let’s continue the story…
•

“During that night, the LORD said to
Gideon, “Get up, go down against the
camp because I am going to give it into
your hands…Afterward, you will be
encouraged to attack the camp…Gideon
arrived just as a man was telling a friend
his dream. “I had a dream,” he was saying.
“A round loaf of barley bread came
tumbling into the Midianite camp. It struck the tent with such force that the tent overturned
and collapsed.” His friend responded, “This can be nothing other than the sword of Gideon,
son of Joash, the Israelite. God has given the Midianites and the whole camp into his
hands.” When Gideon heard the dream and its interpretation, he worshiped God.”

The story concludes as the “300” men blow their Trumpets according to Gideon’s instruction.
And as we’ve seen before in Scripture, God caused the Midianites to “turn on each other,” and
He gave Gideon and the Nation of Israel the Victory!
•

“He returned to the camp of Israel and called out, “Get up! The LORD has given the
Midianite camp into your hands.” Dividing the three hundred men into three companies,
he placed trumpets and empty jars in the hands of all of them, with torches inside. “Watch
me,” he told them. “Follow my lead. When I get to the edge of the camp, do exactly as I
do. When I and all who are with me blow our trumpets, then from all around the camp blow
yours and shout, ‘For the LORD and for Gideon.’” Gideon and the hundred men with him
reached the edge of the camp at the beginning of the middle watch, just after they had
changed the guard. They blew their trumpets and broke the jars that were in their hands.
The three companies blew the trumpets and smashed the jars. Grasping the torches in their
left hands and holding in their right hands the trumpets they were to blow, they shouted,
“A sword for the LORD and for Gideon…When the three hundred trumpets sounded, the
LORD caused the men throughout the camp to turn on each other with their swords. Judges
6:1–7:25

Page 162 ©2016 by Michael (Ben) Attar
You can read, download, or print this manuscript at www.GoodMoodFoundation.org

“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM
Subtitled “Sound the Trumpets in Zion”

The Feast of Passover
Meet Jacob’s Son- Joseph
The story of Joseph is another foundational story in Israel’s history and will lead to the story of
the Jewish “Passover.”
We meet up with Joseph when he is 17 years old, tending flocks with his brothers.
Jacob loves Joseph more than any of his other sons. His love for Joseph stems from the fact that
Joseph was the first-born of Rachel, the woman he loved. Jacob also gave Joseph an ornamented
robe to wear. Joseph’s brothers hated him for that, too. Joseph also has two dreams in which he
rules and reigns over his eleven brothers, and they bow down before him. Joseph shares his dreams
with his brothers. They are jealous and hate him for it.
•

“Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him…He said to them,
“Listen to this dream I had: We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field when
suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and
bowed down to it.” His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us? Will you
actually rule us?” And they hated him… Then he had another dream, and he told it to his
brothers…this time, the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” Genesis
37:5–11

Joseph’s brothers are in the fields grazing their father’s flocks when Joseph goes out to join them.
As his brothers see Joseph approaching, they plot to kill him, throw him into a cistern (pit), and
tell their father that a wild animal killed Joseph. However, Joseph’s brother, Reuben, has another
idea.
•

“Let’s not take his life,” he said. “Don’t shed any blood. Throw him into this cistern here
in the desert, but don’t lay a hand on him.” Reuben said this to rescue him from them and
take him back to his father.” Genesis 37:21–22

After stripping off Joseph’s robe and throwing him into a cistern. Another brother, Judah, has the
idea of selling Joseph into slavery. Judah’s idea “SAVES” Joseph’s life.
•

“What will we gain if we kill our brother and cover up his blood? Come, let’s sell him to
the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; after all, he is our brother, our own flesh and
blood.” His brothers agreed. Genesis 37:26–27

Joseph’s brothers pull him out of the cistern and sell him to the Ishmaelites (who are on their way
to Egypt) for 20 shekels of silver. They dip Joseph’s robe into goat’s blood and bring it to their
father, Jacob, swearing that Joseph had been devoured by a wild animal. Jacob is brokenhearted.
Joseph is resold to Potiphar, one of the Pharaoh’s officials, and is later elevated to “caring” for
Potiphar’s household. Joseph, a Jew, is blessing Potiphar, his Gentile master.
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•

“The LORD was with Joseph…When his master saw that the LORD was with him and that
the LORD gave him success in everything he did, Joseph found favor in his eyes and became
his attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care
everything he owned…the LORD blessed the household of the Egyptian because of Joseph.
The blessing of the LORD was on everything Potiphar had, both in the house and in the
field.” Genesis 39:1–6

Joseph is young, well-built, and handsome, and Potiphar’s wife takes notice.
•

“After a while, his master’s wife took notice of Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!”

Joseph chooses to honor God and his master, so he does not give in to Potiphar’s wife.
•

“My master does not concern himself with anything in the house; everything he owns, he
has entrusted to my care. No one is greater in this house than I am. My master has withheld
nothing from me except you because you are his wife. How then could I do such a wicked
thing and sin against God?” …he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her.”

Potiphar’s wife is insistent, but Joseph holds his ground and says, NO! However, one day…
•

“He went into the house to attend to his duties, and none of the household servants was
inside. She caught him by his cloak and said, “Come to bed with me!” But he left his cloak
in her hand and ran out of the house…She kept his cloak beside her until his master came
home. Then she told him [Potiphar] this story…Genesis 39:11–18

Potiphar believes the story his wife made up about Joseph trying to seduce her. So, he sends Joseph
to prison, where he is confined unjustly. God uses Joseph to bless the Gentile prison warden.
•

“Joseph’s master took him and put him in prison, the place where the king’s prisoners were
confined. But while Joseph was there in the prison, the LORD was with him; he showed
him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. So, the warden put
Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison.” Genesis 39:20-23

Joseph interprets the dreams of Pharaoh’s cupbearer and baker who are thrown into prison with
him.
• “Each of the two men—the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were being
held in prison—had a dream the same night, and each dream had a meaning of its own…
So, the chief cupbearer told Joseph his dream… “This is what it means,” Joseph said to
him…Within three days, Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore you to your
position…But when all goes well with you, remember me, and show me kindness; mention
me to Pharaoh and get me out of this prison. For I was forcibly carried off from the land of
the Hebrews…When the chief baker saw that Joseph had given a favorable interpretation,
he said to Joseph, “I too had a dream…” This is what it means,” Joseph said…Within three
days, Pharaoh will lift off your head and hang you on a tree. And the birds will eat away
your flesh.” Now the third day was Pharaoh’s birthday, and he gave a feast for all his
officials. He lifted up the heads of the chief cupbearer and the chief baker in the presence
of his officials: He restored the chief cupbearer to his position…but he hanged the chief
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baker…The chief cupbearer, however, did not remember Joseph; he forgot him.” Genesis
40
The Egyptian Pharaoh has a dream no one can interpret for him. Now (two years later), the
cupbearer finally remembers Joseph’s ability to interpret dreams. He tells the Pharaoh about
Joseph, and he is summoned out of prison to meet with the Pharaoh.
•

“When two full years had passed, Pharaoh had a dream...In the morning, his mind was
troubled, so he sent for all the magicians and wise men of Egypt. Pharaoh told them his
dreams, but no one could interpret them for him. Then the chief cupbearer said to Pharaoh,
“Today I am reminded of my shortcomings. Pharaoh was once angry with his servants, and
he imprisoned me and the chief baker in the house of the captain of the guard. Each of us
had a dream the same night, and each dream had a meaning of its own. Now a young
Hebrew was there with us, a servant of the captain of the guard. We told him our dreams,
and he interpreted them for us, giving each man the interpretation of his dream. And things
turned out exactly as he interpreted them to us: I was restored to my position, and the other
man was hanged.” So, Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was quickly brought from the
dungeon. When he had shaved and changed his clothes, he came before Pharaoh. “Genesis
41:1–14

The Pharaoh asks Joseph if he can interpret his dream. Joseph says he cannot, but that God will.
Joseph explains the Pharaoh’s dream saying that Egypt will have seven years of abundance
followed by seven years of drought. He then outlines a plan to prepare Egypt, and the Pharaoh puts
Joseph in charge (second in command) over all of Egypt. Joseph is now 30 years old.
After enough grain was stored away by Joseph for seven years, Egypt begins to experience seven
years of drought, just as Joseph had predicted. In time, the famine hits Jacob and his family. So,
Jacob sends ten of his sons to Egypt to buy food. He purposefully lets his youngest son Benjamin,
remain behind to stay with him. His ten brothers meet with Joseph. They are unaware that he is
their brother, who they sold into slavery. However, Joseph recognizes his ten brothers, but he does
not reveal himself to them.
•

“Now Joseph was the governor of the land, the one who sold grain to all its people. So,
when Joseph’s brothers arrived, they bowed down to him with their faces to the ground.
As soon as Joseph saw his brothers, he recognized them, but he pretended to be a stranger
and spoke harshly to them. “Where do you come from?” he asked. “From the land of
Canaan,” they replied, “to buy food.” Genesis 42:6–7

Joseph now remembers the dreams (he had at the age of seventeen) of his brothers bowing down
before him. But Joseph calls his brothers, spies.
•

“Then he remembered his dreams about them and said to them, “You are spies! You have
come to see where our land is unprotected.” “No, my lord,” they answered. “Your servants
have come to buy food. We are all the sons of one man. Your servants are honest men, not
spies.” Genesis 42:9–11
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His brothers tell Joseph that their youngest brother Benjamin is with their father, Jacob. But Joseph
knows this. Joseph says his brothers to go and bring back their youngest brother Benjamin.
•

“If you are honest men, let one of your brothers stay here in prison, while the rest of you
go and take grain back for your starving households. But you must bring your youngest
brother to me, so that your words may be verified and that you may not die.” This, they
proceeded to do.” Genesis 42:19–20

Joseph gives orders to his servants to put grain and provisions on his brother’s donkeys. He also
tells them to put back the silver his brothers had used to pay for the grain back into their brother’s
sacks. When his brothers stop for the night to feed their donkeys, they discover the silver and
tremble in fear.
•

“At the place where they stopped for the night, one of them opened his sack to get feed for
his donkey, and he saw his silver in the mouth of his sack. “My silver has been returned,”
he said to his brothers. “Here it is in my sack.” Their hearts sank, and they turned to each
other, trembling and said, “What is this that God has done to us?” Genesis 42:27–28

When Joseph’s brother arrived back at their home, they tell their father, Jacob, what happened.
Jacob is distressed. After they had eaten all the grain, Jacob tells his sons to go back and get more.
Judah reminds Jacob that they must bring Benjamin with them just as Joseph had commanded.
Jacob is even more distressed. Remember that Jacob has already mourned the loss of Joseph-the
firstborn of Rachel. His sons had lied to him that Joseph was killed by a wild animal. Jacob is
unaware that Joseph is still alive. He does not want to lose Benjamin, too. He is the second born
of Rachel-the woman he loved. Then Judah stands “Surety” and “Guarantees” Benjamin’s safety.
•

“Send the boy along with me, and we will go at once, so that we and you and our children
may live and not die. I myself will guarantee his safety; you can hold me personally
responsible for him. If I do not bring him back to you and set him here before you, I will
bear the blame before you all my life. Genesis 43:8–9

Joseph’s brothers come back with Benjamin to buy more food. They are afraid about the silver
that had mysteriously “appeared” back in their sack. They tell Joseph’s steward what had happened
and that they have returned with that silver plus new silver to buy more food. Joseph’s steward
reassures them that “it’s all right.” When Joseph came home, they present him with gifts, and they
bow before him. Joseph asks them, ‘how their father [Jacob] is doing?’ They reply that “he is alive
and well.” Then they bow again before Joseph to pay him honor. This fulfills the two dreams that
Joseph had at the age of 17 that his brothers would bow down before him.

“Whenever God means to make a man great. He breaks him to pieces first.”
-Charles SpurgeonJoseph endured much suffering to become a useful vessel in God’s Kingdom.
1. Joseph was hated by his brothers.
2. Joseph was thrown into a pit and sold into slavery by his brothers.
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3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Joseph was falsely accused by Potiphar’s wife and thrown into prison.
Joseph was forgotten by the cupbearer he had met in prison and had to remain in jail.
Joseph was deprived of being with his father, Jacob, who loved Joseph very much.
Joseph was also deprived of being with his extended Jewish family in their homeland.
Joseph was forced to live in a foreign land serving foreigners- Gentiles.

Joseph was 17 years old when his brothers sold him. Joseph served Potiphar and the jailer for 13
years. Then he served the Pharaoh for another seven years. Now, 20 years later (at the age of 37),
Joseph is a transformed man. Joseph NOW has a tender, contrite, and compassionate heart towards
his brothers and his father. Joseph can weep.
❖ “[Joseph] turned away from them [his brothers] and began to weep.” Genesis 42:24
❖ “Deeply moved at the sight of his brother [Benjamin] Joseph hurried out and looked for a
place to weep. He went into his private room and wept there.” Genesis 43:30
❖ “Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants, and he cried out,
“Have everyone leave my presence!” So, there was no one with Joseph when he made
himself known to his brothers. And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard him, and
Pharaoh’s household heard about it. Genesis 45:1–2
❖ “[Joseph] threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin embraced
him, weeping. And he kissed all his brothers and wept over them.” Genesis 45:14–15
❖ “Joseph went to Goshen to meet his father, Israel. As soon as Joseph appeared before him,
he threw his arms around his father and wept for a long time.” Genesis 46:29
❖ “When Jacob had finished giving instructions to his sons, he drew his feet up into the bed,
breathed his last and was gathered to his people. Joseph threw himself upon his father
and wept over him and kissed him.” Genesis 49:33–50:1
The story of Joseph ends with more weeping and concludes with forgiveness. Joseph arranges for
Jacob’s entire family to come to Egypt, and he provides for them.
•

“When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph holds
a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” So, they sent word
to Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions before he died: ‘This is what you are
to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed
in treating you so badly.’ Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your
father.” When their message came to him, Joseph wept. His brothers then came and threw
themselves down before him. “We are your slaves,” they said. But Joseph said to them,
“Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You intended to harm me, but God intended it
for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. So then, don’t
be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them and spoke
kindly to them. Genesis 50:15–21

Soon a new Pharaoh comes to power and forgets about how Joseph saved Egypt. This new Pharaoh
persecutes the people of Israel, and they are turned into slaves for 400 hundred years.
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The Jewish Calendar

Throughout the “Old Testament,” the Jews used a “Lunar” calendar, whereas, the Gentile Nations
used a “solar” calendar. In a lunar calendar, a “Day” begins at sundown vs. a solar calendar where
a “Day” begins at sun-up.
But today, Modern Israel uses a lunisolar calendar. Therefore, a “Day” still begins at sundown.
However, in a lunar calendar, there are 354 Days vs. a solar calendar where there are 365 Days.
But since there is an 11-day difference between both calendars, the Jews add an extra (13th) month
into a lunar calendar every three years (a lunisolar calendar).
Though Modern Israel’s calendar has changed from the Biblical model, the “Method” for
determining the start of Passover (and the other Feasts) has not.
•

“The LORD’s Passover begins at twilight on the fourteenth day of the first month.”

A “Lunar Cycle” is the rotation of the moon around the earth and occurs every 29½ days. And
within the Lunar Cycle are different “Phases of the Moon.” Please refer to the chart.
❖ A “New Moon” (first Moon picture on the top left) appears totally dark.
❖ 14 Days after a “New Moon” is a “Full Moon” (picture # 15) and appears entirely bright.
Therefore, the Jews look for.
❖ The “First Full Moon of Spring” in the 1st month of “Nisan.”
❖ Then the Jews count 14 days (14 Moons), and then at the “Twilight Moon” (Also called
“Sliver of a Moon,” see picture #28) is the START of Passover.
Now, because a “Full Moon” always begins on a “different day” each month:
❖ Passover always begins on a different day each year but still on the 14th day after the first
full moon of Spring.
❖ The start of ALL the other Feasts is “synchronized” with the beginning of Passover. This
means that ALL the other Feasts begin on a different day each year, too.
To review, Passover begins on the 14th day of “Nisan” after the first full moon of spring. The Feast
of Unleavened Bread occurs on the evening of the first day of Passover, and the Feast of First
Fruits occurs three days later. Therefore, ALL three Feasts encompass the PASSOVER.
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The Story of Passover
The story of Passover has its roots in the story of Joseph.
You’ll recall that God put Joseph into a position to:
❖ “Save”-the Nation of Egypt.
❖ “Save”-all the other Nations.
❖ “Save”-his entire family, too.
Joseph also had great favor with the Egyptian Pharaoh. But
after the Pharaoh died, the new Pharaohs quickly forgot
about Joseph and what he had accomplished for Egypt. In
time, the new Pharaohs enslaved the Hebrew Children. And
during their 400 years of enslavement, the Jewish People
cried out to God to deliver them out of slavery. God
appoints Moses to lead the Hebrews out of Egypt, and he
begins by telling the Egyptian Pharaoh, “Let My People
Go.”
The Pharaoh refuses, so God institutes a series of plagues
to get Pharaoh’s attention. The first nine plagues do not
affect the Pharaoh’s hardened heart, so God sends the tenth
plague, Death Angel, to kill every Egyptian first-born.
But before the Death Angel came, God instructs His people
to sprinkle the blood of a spotless lamb on the doorposts
of their homes. So, that when the Death Angel came, the
Death Angel would PASS-OVER the Jewish houses with
the blood of the lamb sprinkled on their doorposts. The
“blood of the lamb” protected and “saved” each Jewish
person in their home.
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•

“The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, “This
month is to be for you the first month, the first month
of your year. Tell the whole community of Israel that
on the tenth day of this month, each man is to take a
lamb for his family, one for each household...The
animals you choose must be year-old males without
defect, and you may take them from the sheep or the
goats. Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the
month, when all the people of the community of Israel
must slaughter them at twilight. Then they are to take
some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of
the doorframes of the houses where they eat the
lambs… “On that same night, I will pass through
Egypt and strike down every firstborn—both men and
animals—and I will bring judgment on all the gods of
Egypt. I am the LORD. The blood will be a sign for you
on the houses where you are; and when I see the blood,
I will pass over you.” Exodus 12:1–13

After the Death Angel killed every firstborn in Egypt, the Pharaoh
finally lets the Nation of Israel leave Egypt. However, the Pharaoh has
a sudden change of heart and pursues the Israelites to the Red Sea.
God miraculously parts the Red Sea “saving” them by allowing the
Israelites to cross over. But the waters of the Red Sea cave in on the
pursuing Egyptians, and they all drown.
In the following picture, the Death Angel is outside of a Jewish home.
But the doorposts have been sprinkled with the blood of a “spotless”
lamb. You can also see the “shadow” of a cross. The horizontal and
vertical studs of the doorposts resemble a cross.
Therefore, as the Jews marked the doorposts of their homes with the
blood of a spotless lamb, everyone who comes to faith in Jesus Christ
is marking the “doorposts” of their house (bodies) with the blood of
the spotless lamb—Jesus Christ.
Also, as the blood of the “spotless lamb,” which was applied to the
doorpost, was necessary to “save.” The blood of the spotless lamb,
Jesus, applied by faith to our heart, is also necessary to “save.”
The “Death Angel” still comes for everyone. But if you have applied the
Blood of the Lamb to the “doorposts” of your home, He will “PASSOVER,” and you will be “saved” from eternal death.
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Now, let’s go into a Jewish home to see how the Passover is celebrated.
In a Jewish home, the first thing that is done in preparation for Passover
is to change out all the dishes. The next thing that occurs is that all the
leaven in the house is purged or removed. Everything made from yeast
is removed from the home. Why? The Bible uses the term “leaven” to
represent sin, and it must be removed from the house for Passover.
The children make a game of this by finding breadcrumbs their parents
hid throughout the house. Once the breadcrumbs are found, the father
sweeps and burns the breadcrumbs into the fireplace.
After the changeover of dishes and removing all leaven from the house.
The woman of the home lights the Passover candles. As she lights the
candles, she says a special prayer over them.
Now, the father pours the first of four cups of wine.
The first cup of wine is called the “Cup of Sanctification.”
Sanctification means to set apart, to make free, to purify. With that in
mind, the father pours the first cup of wine, surveys the Passover table to
make sure it is sanctified and that everything is as it should be according
to the “Haggadah” (a book that is almost as old as the Bible and explains
how to celebrate Passover).
Now, the father picks up the Afikoman Bag (a unique bag with three
compartments for Matzah).
❖ The father takes three pieces of Matzah (bread made without
yeast- “Unleavened”), and he places one piece of Matzah into
each of the three compartments of the Afikoman bag.
❖ The father takes out the middle piece of Matzah from the bag,
breaks it into two equal pieces.
❖ Now, the father wraps one of the two broken pieces in a linen
cloth, and then he hides it.
Keep in mind that the middle piece of Matzah made without yeast
(unleavened) is referring to the (Son-Messiah).
❖ Jesus was born in Bethlehem, which means “House of
Bread.”
❖ Jesus, like the Matzah, was “Unleavened” -without sin.
❖ Jesus had stripes embedded into His body because of the whipping He endured. “‘By
His stripes, we are healed” (1 Peter 2:24). Matzah is also striped because it is baked
on a “grill.”
❖ Jesus was pierced. One of the Roman soldiers pierced Jesus on His side with a spear.
“They shall look upon me whom they have pierced” (Zec.10:12). This piercing brought
a sudden flow of blood and water (John 19:34). “He was pierced for our
transgressions” (Isaiah 53:3). In the same way, Matzah is also pierced because it is
pierced during the baking process. This is like a pie crust that is pierced when it is
baked.
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So, after lighting the candles, pouring the first cup of wine, and the ritual with the Matzah, the
youngest child asks the four questions of Passover.
1. Why is this night different from all other nights?
2. On all other nights, we eat any kind of herbs. But on this night, we only eat bitter herbs.
3. On all other nights, we do not dip, but on this night, we dip twice.
4. On this night, we recline in our chairs at the table. Why?
A “Passover Plate” has been prepared and is shared and explained.
Let’s see what they represent.
1. The shank bone of a lamb reminds us of the lamb that gave
its life, so the Israelites could take its blood, put it on the
doorposts of their homes, and live.
2. The bitter herbs are tasted by each family member. This
brings tears to their eyes, reminding them of the slavery,
hardship, and bondage of the Israelites in Egypt.
3. The parsley reminds us of Israel as a young state as they
leave Egypt.
4. The parsley dipped into the saltwater, reminding us of the
Nation of Israel crossing over the Red Sea.
5. The mixture of apple sauce, honey, and finely chopped nuts represents us of the mortar the
Jews used to make bricks for the Pharaoh in Egypt.
6. The egg was never part of the original Passover and was added later. Nevertheless, the egg
represents fertility. Jewish people have been blessed by God and are as numerous as the
stars.
Now, the father pours out the second cup of wine. Actually, he pours ten drops of wine into the
glass. Each drop of wine represents each of the ten plagues.
1. Blood
2. Frogs
3. Gnats
4. Flies
5. Pestilence of livestock
6. Boils
7. Hail
8. Locusts
9. Darkness
10. The Death Angel
NOW, the Passover meal is served.
It is very festive and usually lasts for two or three hours.
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Barabbas is Released, and Jesus is Crucified on Passover
Let’s take a look at a “Custom” that occurred the day before the Passover.
It was “tradition” for the Roman Governor to “release” a prisoner to the Jews as an act of
“goodwill” towards them. But it was up to the Jews to decide which prisoner would be “set free.”
Following is John’s Account leading up to Jesus’ crucifixion on Passover.
Interestingly, the following account is recorded in ALL Four Gospels:
➢ “Then the Jews led Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor…So, Pilate
came out to them and asked, “What charges are you bringing against this man?” “If he
were not a criminal,” they replied, “we would not have handed him over to you…This
happened so that the words Jesus had spoken, indicating the kind of death he was going to
die, would be fulfilled. Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus, and asked
him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” “Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others
talk to you about me?” “Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “It was your people and your chief
priests who handed you over to me. What is it you have done?” Jesus said, “My kingdom
is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews.
But now, my kingdom is from another place.” “You are a king, then!” said Pilate. Jesus
answered, “You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason, I was born, and for
this, I came into the world to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to
me.” “What is truth?” Pilate asked. With this, he went out again to the Jews and said, “I
find no basis for a charge against him. But it is your custom for me to release to you one
prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’?”
They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us, Barabbas…Then Pilate took Jesus and had him
flogged. The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head. They clothed
him in a purple robe and went up to him again and again, saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!”
And they struck him in the face. Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews, “Look, I
am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.”
When Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them,
“Here is the man!” As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted,
“Crucify! Crucify!” But Pilate answered, “You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find
no basis for a charge against him.” The Jews insisted, “We have a law, and according to
that law, he must die because he claimed to be the Son of God.” When Pilate heard this, he
was even more afraid, and he went back inside the palace. “Where do you come from?” he
asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer. “Do you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said.
“Don’t you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?” Jesus answered,
“You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above. Therefore, the
one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” From then on, Pilate tried to set
Jesus free, but the Jews kept shouting, “If you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar.
Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.” When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus
out and sat down on the judge’s seat at a place known as the Stone Pavement (which in
Aramaic is Gabbatha). It was the day of Preparation of Passover Week, about the sixth
hour. “Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews. But they shouted, “Take him away! Take
him away! Crucify him!” “Shall I crucify your king?” Pilate asked. “We have no king but
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Caesar,” the chief priests answered. Finally, Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified.
So, the soldiers took charge of Jesus. Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of
the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). Here they crucified him and with him two
others—one on each side and Jesus in the middle. Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened
to the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS…When the soldiers
crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for each of them,
with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from
top to bottom. “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will
get it.” This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled, which said, “They divided my
garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.” So, this is what the soldiers did. Near
the cross of Jesus, stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary
Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing
nearby, he said to his mother, “Dear woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here
is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. Later, knowing
that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am
thirsty.” A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on
a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. When he had received the drink,
Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. Now it
was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the Jews
did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the
legs broken and the bodies taken down. The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of
the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. But when they
came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one
of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water.
The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells
the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. These things happened so that the
scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken,” and, as another scripture
says, “They will look on the one they have pierced.” John 18:28–John 19:1–37
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Golgotha

On your tour to Israel, you will visit Jesus’ empty tomb and celebrate “Communion in the Garden.”
And as your tour bus drives there, you will pass by “Golgotha” (see picture).
•

“So, the soldiers took charge of Jesus. Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of
the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha).”

Continuing…
Therefore, “after” the Jewish family has enjoyed the Passover meal, it is now “AFTER SUPPER.”
So, the father “retrieves” (finds) the middle piece of Matzah that was broken, wrapped, and hidden.
This is the “picture” of the resurrection of our Messiah. Then the father pours the third cup of wine
called “The Cup of Redemption.”

The Pattern for the Passover is Fulfilled
In the following passage, we can see the “Pattern” of the Passover being fulfilled perfectly.
➢ “When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. And he said to them, “I
have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell you, I will not
eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” After taking the cup, he gave
thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you. For I tell you I will not drink again of
the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” And he took bread, gave thanks, and
broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in
remembrance of me.” In the same way, AFTER THE SUPPER, he took the cup, saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.” Luke 22:7–20
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To review:
The First Cup of Wine (Cup of Sanctification) is poured.
➢ “After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, ‘Take this and divide it among you. For I
tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”
The Second Cup of Wine is poured (Ten drops of wine representing each of the 10 plagues). Then
there is the breaking, wrapping, and hiding of the “middle piece” of Matzah from the Afikoman
Bag.
➢ “And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is my body
given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”
Therefore, “After the Supper” (after the Passover meal), the Father retrieves the “middle,”
broken, wrapped, hidden piece of Matzah. This “Piece of Matzah” represents the “broken body”
of Jesus Christ, who was “wrapped,” “buried,” and “raised up” (found) after the “Third Day.” The
Father also pours the Third Cup of Wine, “Cup of Redemption,” which represents the “New
Covenant,” and replaced the “Old Covenant.”
➢ In the same way, after the supper, he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the New
Covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.”
When you partake of “Communion,” you are partaking of the “middle piece” of Matzah from the
Afikoman Bag, which was broken, wrapped, hidden, and later found. This is a picture of the body
of Jesus Christ. You are also drinking from the third cup of wine, “The Cup of Redemption.” This
is a picture of the blood of Jesus Christ, which cleanses us of all your sins and also represents the
“New Covenant” (replaced the “Old Covenant”) and was enacted when Jesus died on Passover.
The central message of the “New Covenant” is that by placing ALL your faith in Jesus Christ,
and in Him ALONE, you are now declared “Righteous” before God. Your right standing with
God is NOT based on “Works” (trying to obey the Law) but instead is based on your “Faith.”
That’s “Good News.”
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Jesus’ Empty Tomb
Here, Michelle and I are standing in front of Jesus’s
empty tomb.
• “On the first day of the week, very early in
the morning, the women took the spices they
had prepared and went to the tomb. They
found the stone rolled away from the tomb,
but when they entered, they did not find the body of
the Lord Jesus. While they were wondering about this,
suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like
lightning stood beside them. In their fright, the women
bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the
men said to them, “Why do you look for the living
among the dead? He is not here; he has risen!
Remember how he told you, while he was still with
you in Galilee: ‘The Son of Man must be delivered
into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the
third day be raised again.’” Then they remembered his
words. When they came back from the tomb, they told
all these things to the Eleven and to all the others. It
was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of
James, and the others with them who told this to the
apostles. But they did not believe the women, because
their words seemed to them like nonsense. Peter,
however, got up and ran to the tomb.” Luke 24:1–12
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Communion in the Garden
After visiting Jesus’ empty tomb,
your group will head to “The
Garden,” where you will serve each
other “bread” and a “cup.” The cup (see
picture) is made from olive wood, which you’ll
take home as a memento of your communion
experience.
Remember, it’s possible someone in your
“Tour Group” is not a believer. So, keep your
“spiritual antenna” up to determine if maybe
someone isn’t a believer as unbelievers should
not partake of Communion. Also, all believers should examine their own lives before taking
Communion. But don’t wait until you’re in Israel to ask the following questions. It would be a
shame to go all the way to Israel and then become convicted that you shouldn’t partake of
Communion in The Garden.
❖ Have you sinned against God? Know that God has already forgiven you. But He wants
you to talk to Him about your sin for “repentance” sake.
❖ Have you sinned against anyone? Sin not only separates us from God, but sin also
separates us from those we know and love. Therefore, go to one you’ve offended, confess
your sin, and ask for forgiveness. Then follow God’s leading as to whatever else He
wants you to do or say.
❖ Has anyone sinned against you? Human nature makes us “stew” in our anger about what
someone did or said against us. We wait for the day that person confesses their sin to us.
But that day rarely comes. Therefore, go to the person who offended you. But before you
go, ask God what He wants you to say or do.
Receiving communion in The Garden and in your home church when you get back will Never be
the same again! That said, believers should examine their own lives before taking Communion.
•

“The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks,
he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.”
In the same way, after supper, he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in
my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For whenever you eat
this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. Therefore,
whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty
of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. A man ought to examine himself before
he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without
recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. That is why many
among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep. But if we judged
ourselves, we would not come under judgment. When we are judged by the Lord, we are
being disciplined so that we will not be condemned with the world.” 1 Corinthians 11:23–
32

Page 178 ©2016 by Michael (Ben) Attar
You can read, download, or print this manuscript at www.GoodMoodFoundation.org

“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM
Subtitled “Sound the Trumpets in Zion”

The Blood of Jesus Christ
ONLY the BLOOD of Jesus can wash away the stain of sin. And there is ONLY ONE way to be
“saved” and ONLY ONE way into Heaven. And that’s by “Believing” the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
•

“The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the word of faith we
are proclaiming: That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that
you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. As
the Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” For there is no
difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all
who call on him, for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” Romans
10:8–13

The Gospel is also the “Central Message” of the “New Covenant,” which God provided for His
People-The Jews. But since the Jewish People “as a whole” rejected it, the Gentiles are now the
benefactors of God’s grace and salvation.
➢ Jesus said, “A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. At the
time of the banquet, he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, ‘Come, for
everything is now ready.’ “But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, ‘I have
just bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.’ “Another said, ‘I have just
bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.’ “Still
another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’ “The servant came back and reported
this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and ordered his servant, ‘Go
out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the
blind and the lame.’ “‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but there is
still room.’ “Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and
make them come in so that my house will be full. I tell you, not one of those men who were
invited will get a taste of my banquet.’” Luke 14:16–24
The writer of Hebrews confirms that a “New Covenant” is here.
•

“For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been
sought for another. But God found fault with the people and said: “The time is coming,
declares the Lord when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the
house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took
them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they did not remain faithful to my
covenant, and I turned away from them, declares the Lord. This is the covenant I will make
with the house of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds
and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. No longer
will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord, ‘because they
will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. For I will forgive their wickedness
and will remember their sins no more.” By calling this covenant “new,” he has made the
first one obsolete; and what is obsolete, and aging will soon disappear.” Hebrews 8:7-13
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In summary, the LAW was given to lead us to the Savior and Messiah Jesus Christ, who is the
“mediator” of the “New Covenant.” And in the “New Covenant,” the ongoing sacrifice of animals
is no longer required. Instead, God supplied a “Once and For All Sacrifice,” the “Spotless Passover
Lamb”-Jesus Christ. However, God has ONE “requirement” to have a “Right Standing”
(“Righteousness)” with Him—Believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Then after the “Last Supper,” Jesus and His disciples sang a hymn.

➢ “While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” Then he took the cup, gave thanks,
and offered it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not
drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you
in my Father’s kingdom.” When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of
Olives.” Matthew 26:26–30

Elijah’s Cup
To end the Passover, the father pours out the fourth “cup” of wine and is
significantly different in appearance than the previous three cups. This cup
is for a Special Person-Elijah and is called “Elijah’s Cup.” Traditionally, a
full place setting (including a chair) is set at the Passover table for Elijah.
The back door of the Jewish home is also left slightly open, just in case Elijah
comes in to partake of Passover. So, after Elijah’s Cup is poured, to end the
Passover celebration, the father says the final prayer,

“Next Year in Jerusalem.”
Later, we will see the resolution to this prayer…
The final prayer of Passover was a prayer asking God to restore the Jews to their land, “Israel” so
that they could celebrate Passover “again” in Jerusalem. The Jewish people knew their Bible and
that their God had made a covenant with them regarding their Land. It was just a matter of time.
They had HOPE.

Hatikva-the Hope
In 1877, Naftali Imber, a Jewish poet, wrote the song ‘Hatikva.’ It means ‘The Hope.’ The lyrics
reflect the Jewish people’s hope to return to Jerusalem after the Second Temple was destroyed,
and they were exiled from Jerusalem. ‘One Day We WILL be in Jerusalem.’
Hatikva is also the National Anthem of Israel.
Here are the lyrics to Hatikva.
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The Jewish soul sings,
As long as forward to the East
To Zion, looks the eye –
Our hope is not yet lost,
It is two thousand years old,
To be a free people in our land
The land of Zion and Jerusalem.
We know that hope is NOT birthed in a vacuum. Hope is birthed through suffering.
•

“We rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also rejoice in our
sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance,
character; and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured
out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit.” Romans 5:1–5

So, who is Elijah?
Of all the prophets of the Old Testament, Elijah was the most important.
There are many stories in the Bible about Elijah, here is the most famous story.
Elijah and the prophets of Baal engaged in a “spiritual” competition. Elijah and the prophets each
take a bull and place wood on it. Then they asked “their” god to set fire to the bull and wood. They
agree that the God who sets the bull and wood on fire is—GOD.
•

“Now summon the people from all over Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel. And bring
the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of Asherah, who
eat at Jezebel’s table.” So, Ahab sent word throughout all Israel and assembled the prophets
on Mount Carmel. “Then Elijah said to them, “I am the only one of the LORD’s prophets
left, but Baal has four hundred and fifty prophets. Get two bulls for us. Let them choose
one for themselves and let them cut it into pieces and put it on the wood but not set fire to
it. I will prepare the other bull and put it on the wood
but not set fire to it. Then you call on the name of your
god, and I will call on the name of the LORD. The god
who answers by fire—he is God.” Then all the people
said, “What you say is good.” Elijah said to the prophets
of Baal, “Choose one of the bulls and prepare it first
since there are so many of you. Call on the name of your
god, but do not light the fire.” So, they took the bull,
given them and prepared it. Then they called on the
name of Baal from morning till noon. “O Baal answer us!” they shouted. But there was no
response; no one answered. And they danced around the altar they had made. At noon
Elijah began to taunt them. “Shout, louder!” he said. “Surely, he is a god! Perhaps he is
deep in thought, or busy, or traveling. Maybe he is sleeping and must be awakened.” So,
they shouted louder and slashed themselves with swords and spears, as was their custom,
until their blood flowed. Midday passed, and they continued their frantic prophesying until
the time for the evening sacrifice. But there was no response, no one answered, no one paid
attention. Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come here to me.” They came to him, and he
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repaired the altar of the LORD, which was in ruins. Elijah took twelve stones, one for each
of the tribes descended from Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD had come, saying,
“Your name shall be Israel.” With the stones, he built an altar in the name of the LORD…
At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: “O LORD, God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and that I am
your servant and have done all these things at your command. Answer me, O LORD, answer
me, so these people will know that you, O LORD, are God and that you are turning their
hearts back again.” Then the fire of the LORD fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood,
the stones, and the soil, and also licked up the water in the trench. When all the people saw
this, they fell prostrate and cried, “The LORD—he is God! The LORD—he is God!” 1 Kings
18:1-39

Mount Carmel
Pictured is “Mount Carmel,” where you’ll see a statue of
Elijah (the “forerunner” of Jesus.) Also, pictured is the
“Port City” of Haifa, where I was born. I wanted to point
out that Elijah “hid in a cave” located in modern Haifa. WOW!
Michelle and I visited “Elijah’s Cave,” but it is not a regular stop for
Christian tourists. Instead, it is visited by “Religious Jews,” who hold
Elijah in high esteem. They believe that Elijah will “return.”
Jews don’t believe that Elijah has come yet because they continue to
“include” him in the Passover Feast. They also refer to the following
Scripture in the third chapter of Malachi, which indicates that Elijah
will come right before the Messiah comes. Keep in mind that the
term “great and dreadful day of the Lord” is referring to a period of
“Time” in the future called “The Tribulation,” which we will study
later in our journey.
•

“See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way
before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come
to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you
desire, will come,” says the LORD Almighty. But who can endure the day of his coming?
Who can stand when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap.
He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like
gold and silver…So, I will come near to you for judgment. I will be quick to testify against
sorcerers, adulterers and perjurers, against those who defraud laborers of their wages, who
oppress the widows and the fatherless, and deprive aliens of justice, but do not fear me,”
says the LORD Almighty. Malachi 3:1–5
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Restored to My Father
The “Last” verse of Malachi, also ends the “Old Testament.” And it indicates that Elijah’s return
is to bring reconciliation between the father and his children.
•

“He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the
children to their fathers.”

That verse has SPECIAL significance in my life.
In 1993, an “incident” occurred with another family member and my father.
Yet, my father blamed me (I had nothing to do with it).
Again my father chose to have nothing to do with me for ten years.
I cannot even begin to express the pain that it caused me.
However, ten years later, I came home and found a letter from my father.
It was a letter of sorrow, weeping and regret, asking for my forgiveness and for reconciliation.
“Dear Mike, my short stay with you was good. This reunion would not
have been possible without your belief and trust in Christ and, with my
own growing understanding, which culminated in affirming Christ as
the Savior for all sinners on earth. This came about after my last trip to
the Holy Land and my visit to the old city in Jerusalem. Never before
in my previous visits was I so moved and so attentive to every step
which Jesus walked from the Via Dolorosa to the Church of Sepulcher
I stood next to the platform where Jesus’ body was washed and entered
the sanctuary where He was buried. It was exhilarating. I was excited
and thrilled! Our talks in your office, your patience, and your genuine
love are all a testimony to the fact that you have grown in the spirit of
Christ. I would like to add that by affirming my belief in Jesus, I am
not rejecting my own father, may he rest in peace, or my Jewish
heritage. Nor am I denying my ancestors. I do believe that it is the right continuation for my Jewish
secularism to follow my life with the real Savior—the Christ Jew. Regards to Michelle, your wife,
and soul mate, and allow me to call her my third child. Thank you for bringing her to our family.
Love, Dad”
Pictured is my father and me in 2013 a few days before my trip to Israel.
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The Victorious Lamb of Glory
Considering all we’ve learned so far about the Passover and the “Passover Lamb.” I would like to
share a Biblical progression of how a “little lamb” grew up to be a Mighty Lamb— “The
Victorious Lamb of Glory.”
The story started a long time ago…
Adam and Eve had two sons (Cain and Abel). The two brothers were working…
The Lamb is necessary:
•

“Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. With time Cain brought some of the
fruits of the soil as an offering to the LORD. But Abel brought fat portions from some of
the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering, but on
Cain and his offering, he did not look with favor. So, Cain was very angry, and his face
was downcast. Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face,
downcast? If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is
right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it.” Genesis
4:1-8

The Lamb is for one person:
•

“Sometime later, God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” “Here I am,” he
replied. Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to
the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering.” Genesis 22:1–2

The Lamb will be provided by God—Himself:
•

“Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his
son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place
God had told him about. On the third day, Abraham looked up and saw the place in the
distance. He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over
there. We will worship, and then we will come back to you.” Abraham took the wood for
the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the
knife. As the two of them went on together, Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham,
“Father?” “Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. “The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but
where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” Abraham answered, “God himself will provide
the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” Genesis 22:3–8

The Lamb will be a substitute:
•

“When they reached the place, God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and
arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the
wood. Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. But the angel of the
LORD called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. “Do
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not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear
God because you have not withheld from me, your son, your only son.” Abraham looked
up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram
and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son.” Genesis 22:9–14
The Lamb will be for a family:
•

“The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, “This month is to be for you the first month,
the first month of your year. Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of
this month, each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household.” Exodus
12:1–4

The Lamb will be spotless:
•

“[Lambs] you choose must be year-old males without defect.” Exodus 12:5

The Lamb will be a protector:
•

“Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go at once and select
the animals for your families and slaughter the Passover lamb. Take a bunch of hyssop, dip
it into the blood in the basin, and put some of the blood on the top and on both sides of the
doorframe. Not one of you shall go out the door of his house until morning. When the LORD
goes through the land to strike down the Egyptians, he will see the blood on the top and
sides of the doorframe and will pass over that doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer
to enter your houses and strike you down. Exodus 12:21–23

The Lamb will be a person:
•

“He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no
beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.
He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like
one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely,
he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God,
smitten by him, and afflicted.” Isaiah 53:2–4

The Lamb will provide for a Nation:
•

“But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the
punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds, we are healed. We
all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way, and the LORD has
laid on him the iniquity of us all. Isaiah 53:5–6

The Lamb will provide for many Nations:
•

“Therefore, I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with
the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the
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transgressors. For he bore the sin of many and made intercession for the transgressors.”
Isaiah 53:12
The Lamb will be for the World:
•

“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who
takes away the sin of the world!” John 1:29

The Lamb will be confirmed as a person—Jesus Christ:
•

“Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” So, he started out, and on his way, he met an
Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of
the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and on his way, home was
sitting in his chariot, reading the book of Isaiah, the prophet. The Spirit told Philip, “Go to
that chariot and stay near it.” Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading
Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. “How can I,”
he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So, he invited Philip to come up and sit with
him. The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: “He was led like a sheep to the
slaughter, and as a lamb before the shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. In his
humiliation, he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was
taken from the earth.” The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking
about, himself or someone else?” Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture
and told him the good news about Jesus.” Acts 8:26–35

The Lamb is for all history and will rise from the dead:
•

“He was chosen before the creation of the world but was revealed in these last times for
your sake. Through him, you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified
him, and so your faith and hope are in God.” 1 Peter 1:20–21

The Lamb is the center of the universe and the center of all worship:
•

“Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands,
and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and
the elders. “In a loud voice, they sang: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive
power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!” Revelation
5:11-12

The Lamb is the one with ALL authority, power, and dominion:
•

“Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea,
and all that is in them, singing: “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be
praise and honor and glory power, forever and ever!” Revelation 5:13
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The Lamb keeps records, therefore if you know the lamb, your name is in His book:
•

“If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake
of fire.” Revelation 20:15

The Lamb will be born where all lambs are born—in a stable:
•

“In those days, Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a
census should be taken of the entire Roman world. And
everyone went to his own town to register. So, Joseph
also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he
belonged to the house and line of David. He went there
to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married
to him and was expecting a child. While they were
there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she
gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in
cloths and placed him in a manger because there was no room for them in the inn. And
there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at
night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good
news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David, a Savior has
been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host
appeared with the angel, praising God, and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” When the angels had left them and gone into
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that
has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” So, they hurried off and found Mary and
Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.” Luke 2:1–20

The Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, was born in a manger, a stable, not much, considering He was the
King of Israel and the Savior of the world. However, a stable is where all lambs are born. How
fitting. Do you know the Lamb of Glory?
In summary, Passover is a celebration of the:
❖ “New Covenant”
❖ “Last Supper”
❖ “Communion Table”
The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the message of the “New Covenant.”
Jesus Christ brought the “New Covenant” when He died on Passover.
The “New Covenant” is HERE!
Let’s continue our study regarding God’s trumpets.
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The Sounding of God’s Trumpets Continues
King Hezekiah Purifies the Temple as Trumpets are Sounded
King Hezekiah was “Judah’s” 13th King (Good King), and his reign began in the 1st month of
“Nisan.” You’ll recall that Passover is also celebrated during “Nisan.” The first thing that King
Hezekiah does was to open the doors of the Temple as it had become defiled under the rule of
King Ahaz (Judah’s 12th King-Evil). Then King Hezekiah called the Priests and gave them a
“charge” to purify the Temple and bring every “unclean” thing out. The Priests obeyed and then
took all the unclean items to a “waste dump” in the Kidron Valley.
• “Hezekiah was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem
twenty-nine years... He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, just as his father David
had done. In the first month of the first year of his reign, he opened the doors of the temple
of the LORD and repaired them. He brought in the priests and the Levites, assembled them
in the square on the east side, and said: “Listen to me, Levites! Consecrate yourselves now
and consecrate the temple of the LORD, the God of your fathers. Remove all defilement
from the sanctuary. Our fathers were unfaithful; they did evil in the eyes of the LORD our
God and forsook him…Therefore, the anger of the LORD has fallen on Judah and
Jerusalem; he has made them an object of dread and horror and scorn, as you can see with
your own eyes. This is why our fathers have fallen by the sword and why our sons and
daughters and our wives are in captivity. Now I intend to make a covenant with the LORD,
the God of Israel, so that his fierce anger will turn away from us…The priests went into
the sanctuary of the LORD to purify it. They brought out to the courtyard of the LORD’s
temple everything unclean that they found in the temple of the LORD. The Levites took it
and carried it out to the Kidron Valley…
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In this picture, you can see where the “Kidron Valley” is relative to the location of the Temple.
Most likely, the defiled “items” where brought DOWN to the lowest point in the “Kidron Valley.”
And here is where it intersects with the road leading towards the “Hinnom Valley,” also referred
to as “Gehenna” and is the PICTURE of Hell on earth.
What’s also fascinating is that you can see the outline of a “SHIN.” God put His Name in
Jerusalem, and so He formed “SHIN” with the “Three Valleys”-Hinnom, Tyropoen, and Kidron.
And the “Three Points” or tops of the Shin are formed by (see RED arrows) “The Mount of
Olives,” The Temple (Today, the Temple Mount), and what we know as “The Old City.”
Continuing…
King Hezekiah began the “cleansing” process in “Nisan,” and by the
16th day, the purification had been completed. So, on the morning of
the 17th day, King Hezekiah gathered the “City Officials,” and they
went to The Temple with sacrifices as a “sin offering.” As they began
to sacrifice, the Priests started to sing. They played instruments, and
Trumpets were SOUNDED. The Priests had now dedicated
themselves to The Lord, and The Temple had been re-established.
From start to finish, it had taken ONLY “17 days.”
•

“They began the consecration on the first day of the first month, and by the eighth day of
the month, they reached the portico of the LORD. For eight more days, they consecrated
the temple of the LORD itself, finishing on the sixteenth day of the first month. Then they
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went in to King Hezekiah and reported: “We have purified the entire temple of the LORD…
We have prepared and consecrated all the articles that King Ahaz removed in his
unfaithfulness while he was king…Early the next morning, King Hezekiah gathered the
city officials together and went up to the temple of the LORD. They brought seven bulls,
seven rams, seven male lambs and seven male goats as a sin offering for the kingdom, for
the sanctuary and for Judah…He stationed the Levites in the temple of the LORD…So, the
Levites stood ready with David’s instruments, and the priests with their trumpets.
Hezekiah gave the order to sacrifice the burnt offering on the altar. As the offering began,
singing to the LORD began also, accompanied by trumpets and the instruments of David
king of Israel. The whole assembly bowed in worship while the singers sang, and the
trumpeters played…Then Hezekiah said, “You have now dedicated yourselves to the
LORD…. So, the service of the temple of the LORD was reestablished. Hezekiah and all the
people rejoiced at what God had brought about for his people because it was done so
quickly.”
You’ll recall that the Feast of Passover begins on the 14th day after the first FULL Moon of Spring
in “Nisan.” Therefore, the first full moon of Spring was most likely seen sometime during the “17
days” that King Hezekiah was purifying and re-consecrating The Temple. Passover could now be
celebrated. However, there’s a problem. There weren’t enough Priests and all of God’s people
from “Israel,” and “Judah” was not in Jerusalem. Therefore, King Hezekiah sends word via a
“Proclamation” to ALL of Israel and Judah to come to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover. However,
as the “timeline” for celebrating Passover in the month of “Nisan” had passed, King Hezekiah
decides to celebrate Passover in the “Second Month” called “Lyar.” Please notice the language
of repentance in his proclamation.
•

“Hezekiah sent word to all Israel and Judah and also wrote letters to Ephraim and
Manasseh, inviting them to come to the temple of the LORD in Jerusalem and celebrate the
Passover to the LORD, the God of Israel. The king and his officials and the whole assembly
in Jerusalem decided to celebrate the Passover in the second month. They had not been
able to celebrate it at the regular time because not enough priests had consecrated
themselves, and the people had not assembled in Jerusalem. The plan seemed right both
to the king and to the whole assembly. They decided to send a proclamation throughout
Israel, from Beersheba to Dan, calling the people to come to Jerusalem and celebrate the
Passover to the LORD, the God of Israel. It had not been celebrated in large numbers
according to what was written. At the king’s command, couriers went throughout Israel
and Judah with letters from the king and from his officials, which read: “People of Israel,
return to the LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, that he may return to you who
are left, who have escaped from the hand of the kings of Assyria. Do not be like your
fathers and brothers, who were unfaithful to the LORD, the God of their fathers, so that he
made them an object of horror, as you see. Do not be stiff-necked, as your fathers were;
submit to the LORD. Come to the sanctuary, which he has consecrated forever. Serve the
LORD your God, so that his fierce anger will turn away from you. If you return to the LORD,
then your brothers and your children will be shown compassion by their captors and will
come back to this land, for the LORD your God is gracious and compassionate. He will not
turn his face from you if you return to him.”
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Unfortunately, many Jews in “Israel” (Ten Tribes) scorned and ridiculed the proclamation.
However, some Jews from the Tribes of Israel, Asher, Manasseh, and Zebulun (also Ephraim and
Issachar) humbled themselves and came to Jerusalem. In contrast, God “caused” all the Jews in
“Judah” (Two Tribes) to have a “unity of mind” and to come to Jerusalem. As the Jews came,
they continued to cleanse Jerusalem from the “pagan” altars and threw them into the Kidron
Valley. And Passover was celebrated on the 14th day of the second month of “Lyar.”
Interestingly, many Jews who had come from “Israel” had not purified themselves and were
therefore “ceremonially unclean.” Yet, they still partook of the Passover, as King Hezekiah
interceded with God on their behalf. And God in His MERCY HEALED them.
•

“The couriers went from town to town in Ephraim and Manasseh, as far as Zebulun, but
the people scorned and ridiculed them. Nevertheless, some men of Asher, Manasseh, and
Zebulun humbled themselves and went to Jerusalem. Also, in Judah, the hand of God was
on the people to give them unity of mind to carry out what the king and his officials had
ordered, following the word of the LORD. A very large crowd of people assembled in
Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread in the second month. They removed
the altars in Jerusalem and cleared away the incense altars and threw them into the Kidron
Valley. They slaughtered the Passover lamb on the fourteenth day of the second month…
Then they took up their regular positions as prescribed in the Law of Moses, the man of
God…Since many in the crowd had not consecrated themselves, the Levites had to kill the
Passover lambs for all those who were not ceremonially clean and could not consecrate
their lambs to the LORD. Although most of the many people who came from Ephraim,
Manasseh, Issachar, and Zebulun had not purified themselves, yet they ate the Passover,
contrary to what was written. But Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, “May the LORD, who
is good, pardon everyone who sets his heart on seeking God—the LORD, the God of his
fathers—even if he is not clean according to the rules of the sanctuary.” And the LORD
heard Hezekiah and healed the people.”

For each of the “7 Days,” which encompasses the Feasts of “Passover, Unleavened Bread, and
First Fruits,” the Jews rejoiced. And the Priests sang songs accompanied by “The Lord’s
Instruments of Praise” –which would obviously also include the sounding of TRUMPETSGod’s instrument.
•

“The Israelites who were present in Jerusalem celebrated the Feast of Unleavened Bread
for seven days with great rejoicing, while the Levites and priests sang to the LORD every
day, accompanied by the LORD’s instruments of praise.”

Interestingly, King Hezekiah decided to continue celebrating the “Festival (Passover) for 7 more
days, and there was great joy in Jerusalem.
•

“Hezekiah spoke encouragingly to all the Levites, who showed good understanding of the
service of the LORD. For the seven days, they ate their assigned portion and offered
fellowship offerings and praised the LORD, the God of their fathers. The whole assembly
then agreed to celebrate the festival seven more days; so, for another seven days, they
celebrated joyfully…There was great joy in Jerusalem, for since the days of Solomon son
of David king of Israel there had been nothing like this in Jerusalem. The priests and the
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Levites stood to bless the people, and God heard them, for their prayer reached heaven,
his holy dwelling place.”
After the “extended” Passover was over, Jews continued to destroy pagan idols as they went home.
•

“When all this had ended, the Israelites who were there went out to the towns of Judah and
smashed the sacred stones and cut down the Asherah poles. They destroyed the high places
and the altars throughout Judah and Benjamin and in Ephraim and Manasseh. After they
had destroyed all of them, the Israelites returned to their own towns and to their own
property.”

According to Mosaic Law, the Jews were required to give “tithes” and “offerings.” Some of these
monies were used to pay the Levites (from the Tribe of Levi) who were God’s “Appointed
Priests.” However, for a “long time,” The Temple work performed by the Priests had stopped.
Therefore, as there was no money in the Temple treasury, King Hezekiah begins to collect “tithes”
and “offerings” from the people. Interestingly, (as a GOOD Leader should) King Hezekiah begins
by contributing generously-First!
•

“King Hezekiah assigned the priests and Levites to divisions—each of them according to
their duties as priests or Levites—to offer burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, to
minister, to give thanks and to sing praises at the gates of the LORD’s dwelling. The king
contributed from his own possessions for the morning and evening burnt offerings and for
the burnt offerings on the Sabbaths, New Moons, and appointed feasts as written in the
Law of the LORD. He ordered the people living in Jerusalem to give the portion due the
priests and Levites, so they could devote themselves to the Law of the LORD…They
brought a great amount, a tithe of everything. The men of Israel and Judah who lived in
the towns of Judah also brought a tithe of their herds and flocks and a tithe of the holy
things dedicated to the LORD their God, and they piled them in heaps.”

To recap, King Hezekiah had decided to celebrate Passover in the 2nd month” of “Lyar.” And at
the end of Passover, he began to collect “tithes and offerings.” These were collected in the 3rd
month called, “Sivan,” the 4th month called “Tammuz,” the 5th month called, “Av” and the 6th
month called “Elul.” Interestingly, so much had been given that King Hezekiah stopped
“collecting” on the 7th month, which you’ll recall is called “Tishrei.” Though the Bible doesn’t
say, it’s my personal belief that King Hezekiah stopped “collecting” on the “Feast of Trumpets,”
which begins on the 1st day of “Tishrei.” And why not, so much money had been collected that
there was MORE than enough-Great Cause to BLOW TRUMPETS IN VICTORY!
•

“They began doing this in the third month and finished in the seventh month. When
Hezekiah and his officials came and saw the heaps, they praised the LORD and blessed his
people Israel. Hezekiah asked the priests and Levites about the heaps; and Azariah the
chief priest, from the family of Zadok, answered, “Since the people began to bring their
contributions to the temple of the LORD, we have had enough to eat and plenty to spare,
because the LORD has blessed his people, and this great amount is left over. Hezekiah gave
orders to prepare storerooms in the temple of the LORD, and this was done. Then they
faithfully brought in the contributions, tithes, and dedicated gifts… This is what Hezekiah
did throughout Judah, doing what was good and right and faithful before the LORD his
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God. In everything that he undertook in the service of God’s temple and in obedience to
the law and the commands, he sought his God and worked wholeheartedly. And so, he
prospered.”
The story of King Hezekiah continues as King Sennacherib of Assyria comes and invades Judah.
He’s also intent on conquering Jerusalem. King Hezekiah “fortifies” Jerusalem. Then he called
his military leaders together and gave them “a charge,” which we see over and over again
throughout Scripture. “Do not be afraid or discouraged…but with us is the LORD our God to
help us and to fight our battles."
Meanwhile, King Sennacherib sends letters to King Hezekiah, taunting him and insulting the God
of the Bible. King Sennacherib’s men also did something not heard of before in the Bible. They
“taunted” the Jewish People in Hebrew. The Hebrew language is near and dear to God’s heart.
MANY believe that Hebrew is the language of Heaven. Nevertheless, God had enough. So, after
King Hezekiah and the prophet Isaiah prayed, God did “something” we’ve also seen time and
again throughout Scripture. God sent His Angels, who annihilated King Sennacherib’s army. The
God of the Bible-the God of Israel had come through again. Though the Bible doesn’t say, I
believe that TRUMPETS were sounded in celebration of God’s Victory!
•

“Sennacherib king of Assyria came and invaded Judah...When Hezekiah saw that
Sennacherib had come and that he intended to make war on Jerusalem, he consulted with
his officials and military staff…Then he worked hard, repairing all the broken sections of
the wall, and building towers on it. He built another wall outside that one and reinforced
the supporting terraces of the City of David. He also made large numbers of weapons and
shields. He appointed military officers over the people and assembled them before him in
the square at the city gate and encouraged them with these words: “Be strong and
courageous. Do not be afraid or discouraged because of the king of Assyria and the vast
army with him, for there is a greater power with us than with him. With him is only the
arm of flesh, but with us is the LORD our God to help us and to fight our battles.” And the
people gained confidence from what Hezekiah, the king of Judah, said. Sennacherib’s
officers spoke further against the LORD God and against his servant Hezekiah. The king
also wrote letters insulting the LORD, the God of Israel, and saying this against him: “Just
as the gods of the peoples of the other lands did not rescue their people from my hand, so
the god of Hezekiah will not rescue his people from my hand.” Then they called out in
Hebrew to the people of Jerusalem who were on the wall, to terrify them and make them
afraid in order to capture the city. They spoke about the God of Jerusalem as they did about
the gods of the other peoples of the world—the work of men’s hands. King Hezekiah and
the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz cried out in prayer to heaven about this. And the LORD
sent an angel, who annihilated all the fighting men and the leaders and officers in the camp
of the Assyrian king…And when he went into the temple of his god, some of his sons cut
him down with the sword. So, the LORD saved Hezekiah and the people of Jerusalem from
the hand of Sennacherib king of Assyria and from the hand of all others. He took care of
them on every side. Many brought offerings to Jerusalem for the LORD and valuable gifts
for Hezekiah king of Judah. From then on, he was highly regarded by all the nations.” 2
Chronicles…
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With Trumpets, Jehu is Anointed King of Israel
For the Jews, other than Abraham and Moses, “Elijah” is one of their most revered prophets. And
just before “Elijah” was “Taken Up” to Heaven to be with God, he took his predecessor, “Elisha,”
to four places. In each “place,” God did something significant for the Jewish People, and “Elijah”
wanted “Elisha” to remember what God did! Please review this chart as you follow their journey.
Gilgal
• “When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to
heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on
their way from Gilgal.” 2 Kings 2:1–2
Bethel
• “Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; the LORD has
sent me to Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As surely as
the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave
you.” So, they went down to Bethel.” 2 Kings
2:2–3
Jericho
• “Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, Elisha; the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” And he
replied, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So, they went
to Jericho.” 2 Kings 2:4–5
Jordan River
• “Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” And he replied,
“As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So, the two of them
walked on.”
Gilgal was the first place Elijah and Elisha went to. It was here that three “New Beginnings” began
for the Nation of Israel.
1. The beginning of New Faith-After Israel’s Exodus from Egypt, Moses sent 12 spies into
the “Promised Land.” When they came back, 10 of the 12 spies said the Jews could NOT
take the Land. Only Joshua and Caleb “believed” they could take the land which God had
promised to His People. Because of Israel’s “unbelief.” God caused the Israelites to wander
in the desert for 40 years until all the “unbelievers” had died. Joshua is now Israel’s
“leader,” and he leads the Israelites through the Jordan River as they cross over into the
Promised Land.
Interestingly, God causes the Jordan River to “divide” in the same way He “parted” the
Red Sea. And after the Israelites crossed the Jordan River, Joshua instructs each of the
“Twelve Tribes” to take a “stone” from the center of the Jordan as a “memorial” of what
God had accomplished for them. Then on the 10th day of Nisan (the first month of the
Jewish calendar), the Nation of Israel camped at Gilgal.
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•

“On the tenth day of the first month, the people
went up from the Jordan and camped at Gilgal
on the eastern border of Jericho. And Joshua
set up at Gilgal the twelve stones they had taken
out of the Jordan. He said to the Israelites, “In
the future, when your descendants ask their
fathers, ‘What do these stones mean?’ tell
them, ‘Israel crossed the Jordan on dry ground.’
For the LORD, your God dried up the Jordan
before you until you had crossed over. The
LORD, your God, did to the Jordan just what he
had done to the Red Sea when he dried it up before us until we had crossed over. He did
this so that all the peoples of the earth might know that the hand of the LORD is powerful
and so that you might always fear the LORD your God.”

2. The beginning of New Flesh- Keep in mind that God’s “LAW” required all Israeli male
babies to be circumcised on the 8th day after their birth. Circumcision is the “cutting away
of flesh,” which marks the Jewish babies as belonging to God. That said, ALL men over
the age of 20 (military age) had died in the desert of Israel’s wanderings. And all the men
who were born in the desert had not been circumcised. Therefore, God instructs Joshua to
make flint knives and to circumcise the men.
•

“At that time, the LORD said to Joshua, “Make flint knives and circumcise the
Israelites again...this is why he did so…The Israelites had moved about in the desert
forty years until all the men who were of military age when they left Egypt had died
since they had not obeyed the LORD… So, he raised up their sons in their place, and
these were the ones Joshua circumcised…Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Today I
have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you.” So, the place has been called
Gilgal to this day.”

3. The beginning of New Food- On the 14th day of the first month of “Nisan,” the Israelites
celebrated the Feast of Passover. On the next day, the “Feast of Unleavened Bread,” the
Israelites ate unleavened bread and some of the produce from the Promised Land. Then on
the day after, the 16th of Nisan, the Manna which God had so generously supplied for 40
years, stopped. The Israelites would now be sustained from the “bounty” of God’s Land.
•

“On the evening of the fourteenth day of the month, while camped at Gilgal on the plains
of Jericho, the Israelites celebrated the Passover. The day after the Passover, that very day,
they ate some of the produce of the land: unleavened bread and roasted grain. The manna
stopped the day after they ate this food from the land; there was no longer any manna for
the Israelites, but that year they ate of the produce of Canaan. Joshua 4:1–5:12

Bethel was the “second place” Elijah and Elisha went to. It was here that “Jacob” saw a “stairway”
to the “Gate of Heaven”- God’s Home. At the top of the “stairs” (sometimes referred to as “Jacob’s
Ladder”) stood the God of Abraham and Isaac.
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•

Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Haran. When he reached a certain place, he stopped
for the night because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his
head and lay down to sleep. He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the
earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and
descending on it. There above it stood the LORD, and he said: “I am the LORD, the God
of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and your descendants the
land on which you are lying. Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you
will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on
earth will be blessed through you and your offspring. I am with you and will watch over
you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I
have done what I have promised you.” When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought,
“Surely the LORD is in this place, and I was not aware of it.” He was afraid and said, “How
awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.”
Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he had placed under his head and set it up as
a pillar and poured oil on top of it. He called that place Bethel. Genesis 28:10–22

Jericho was the “third place” Elijah and Elisha went to. After the “40 Years of Israel’s
Wonderings, it was here, in Jericho, that Joshua sent “two spies” into the Promised Land. And it
was here that the two spies “hid” Rahab, the prostitute, and made a covenant with her, confirmed
with a “scarlet cord” tied to her window. And it was in here, in Jericho, that God demonstrated His
“Great Power.” God told Joshua to have Seven Priests (each carrying and blowing a “Shofar”
Trumpet) to march ahead of the “Ark of the Covenant” (as the Israelites followed behind). They
ALL marched around the “City of Jericho” once for six days. Then on the seventh day, the priests
blowing trumpets (ahead of the “Ark”), and all the people marched around the City of Jericho
seven times. And when the Israelites heard the priests “sounding” a long blast on their trumpets,
all the people gave a loud shout, and the wall of Jericho collapsed. We’ll look at this story in more
detail in the fourth section-God’s Trumpets.
The Jordan River was the “fourth place” Elijah and Elisha went to. Here the Israelites “crossed
over” into the Promised Land. But it would also be here that Elisha would see Elijah “depart” to
Heaven.
Interestingly, only two men in the Bible did not die; Enoch and Elijah. They were both “suddenly”
“Taken Away” to be with God in Heaven. As I am writing this, I just received a text that my friend,
Frank, had “passed away.” It must be God’s providence and not a coincidence. Frank had chosen
not to receive food or water in his “last days” and slipped into a comma. I went to hold his hand
and whisper into his ear yesterday evening. Among other things, I told him, “Jesus would be
waiting on the other side.” Yes, it is “appointed” that ALL will die. But the HOPE “believers”
have is that when they die, they will suddenly be “Taken Away” to Heaven to be with God. I miss
you, Frank. Sad for your family, but Happy for you!
•

“Fifty men of the company of the prophets went and stood at a distance, facing the place
where Elijah and Elisha had stopped at the Jordan. Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up, and
struck the water with it. The water divided to the right and to the left, and the two of them
crossed over on dry ground. When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what
can I do for you before I am taken from you?” “Let me inherit a double portion of your
spirit,” Elisha replied. “You have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah said, “yet if you see me
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when I am taken from you, it will be yours—otherwise not.” As they were walking along
and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire appeared and separated
the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. Elisha saw this and cried
out, “My father! My father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!” And Elisha saw him no
more.” 2 Kings 2:6–14
After the Prophet “Elijah” was TAKEN to Heaven, Elisha took over as another of God’s Prophets.
One day, Elisha told one of his prophets (unnamed) to find Jehu and to anoint him as King over
Israel (Israel’s 10th King). Then in the act of reverence, Jehu’s soldiers took off their cloaks and
spread them under King Jehu’s feet, and they blew TRUMPETS to announce his reign as King.
Jehu was also told to “destroy” Ahab (Israel’s 7th King) and his Kingdom. Jehu gathers (under
deception) all the prophets, ministers, and priests of Baal together at the Temple of Baal, so 80 of
his soldiers could kill them. Therefore, King Jehu did “good” by destroying Baal worship in Israel.
God even commends King Jehu for doing this. King Jehu is also noted for having many
achievements during his reign. However, King Jehu was not careful to keep ALL the Laws of
God. So, King Jehu is considered to be an “Evil King” because he allowed the Israelites to
continue their worship of the “golden calves” (which began under King Jeroboam’s reign-Israel’s
1st King). King Jehu should have destroyed them, but he didn’t.
•

“The prophet Elisha summoned a man from the company of the prophets and said to
him…go to Ramoth Gilead. When you get there, look for Jehu, son of Jehoshaphat…Go
to him…and take him into an inner room. Then take the flask and pour the oil on his head
and declare, ‘This is what the LORD says: I anoint you king over Israel…the prophet, went
to Ramoth Gilead…Jehu got up and went into the house. Then the prophet poured the oil
on Jehu’s head and declared, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘I anoint you
king over the LORD’s people Israel. You are to destroy the house
of Ahab, your master, and I will avenge the blood of my
servants, the prophets, and the blood of all the LORD’s servants
shed by Jezebel. The whole house of Ahab will perish... [Jehu’s
soldiers] took their cloaks and spread them under him on the
bare steps. Then they blew the trumpet and shouted, “Jehu is
king!... Then Jehu brought all the people together…summon all
the prophets of Baal, all his ministers, and all his priests. See
that no one is missing because I am going to hold a great
sacrifice for Baal…But Jehu was acting deceptively in order to
destroy the ministers of Baal. Jehu said, “Call an assembly in
honor of Baal.” So, they proclaimed it. Then he sent word
throughout Israel, and all the ministers of Baal came; not one stayed away. They crowded
into the temple of Baal until it was full from one end to the other… Jehu said to the
ministers of Baal, “Look around and see that no servants of the LORD are here with you—
only ministers of Baal.” So, they went in to make sacrifices and burnt offerings. Now Jehu
had posted eighty men outside…As soon as Jehu had finished making the burnt offering,
he ordered the guards and officers: “Go in and kill them; let no one escape.” So, they cut
them down with the sword. The guards and officers threw the bodies out and then entered
the inner shrine of the temple of Baal. They brought the sacred stone out of the temple of
Baal and burned it. They demolished the sacred stone of Baal and tore down the temple of
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Baal, and people have used it for a latrine to this day. So, Jehu destroyed Baal worship in
Israel. However, he did not turn away from the sins of Jeroboam [Israel’s 1st Evil King],
which he had caused Israel to commit—the worship of the golden calves at Bethel and
Dan. The LORD said to Jehu, “Because you have done well in accomplishing what is right
in my eyes and have done to the house of Ahab all I had in mind to do, your descendants
will sit on the throne of Israel to the fourth generation.” Yet Jehu was not careful to keep
the law of the LORD, the God of Israel, with all his heart. He did not turn away from the
sins of Jeroboam, which he had caused Israel to commit.” 2 Kings 9:1–10:36

“Watchmen”-Sound Trumpets
We now come to another exciting passage in God’s Word,
Ezekiel, chapter 33. To begin, in Biblical times, a “watchman”
was assigned to watch over the physical needs of his people. To
do this, the watchman stood on top of a “Watchtower”
(constructed within an outer wall of a City). The watchtower
provided “strategic elevation,” so the watchman could look out
into the distance for any approaching enemies. If an enemy was
spotted, the watchman sounded his Trumpet to warn his people.
Immediately the people would rally to fight off the enemy, protect
their City, and save their lives.
However, if the watchman sounded his Trumpet and the people
did not listen and act and were killed by the enemy, it was their
own fault. The watchman had done his job. They had been
WARNED!
•

“The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, speak to your countrymen and say to
them: ‘When I bring the sword against a land, and the people of the land choose one of
their men and make him their watchman, and he sees the sword coming against the land
and blows the trumpet to warn the people, then if anyone hears the trumpet but does not
take warning, and the sword comes and takes his life, his blood will be on his own head.
Since he heard the sound of the trumpet but did not take warning, his blood will be on his
own head. If he had taken warning, he would have saved
himself.”

In contrast, if a “watchman” saw an enemy approaching but did not
SOUND the Trumpet. And even if “one of his people” was killed by
the enemy, then the “watchman” was responsible, and he would be
killed for failing to do his job.
•

“But if the watchman sees the sword coming and does not blow the trumpet to warn the
people and the sword comes and takes the life of one of them, that man will be taken away
because of his sin, but I will hold the watchman accountable for his blood.”
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God also uses the term “watchman” to refer to anyone who is tasked with “looking out” for the
“spiritual needs” of the people God has entrusted to them. They are responsible for making sure
their people are nourished with God’s WORD, to meet their “spiritual needs.”
In Biblical times, spiritual watchman included “Israel’s and Judah’s” Kings. They were
responsible for looking out for the “physical needs” of God’s People. But they were also tasked
with looking out for the people’s “spiritual needs” as well. “Kings” were to obey God’s Word and
to also “Trumpet” God’s Word to the people, who were to Listen and Obey! But MOST “Kings”
failed to obey God’s Word personally, and they also failed to “Trumpet” God’s WORD to the
people. Therefore, God held BOTH, the Kings, and the people, accountable.
One of God’s spiritual watchmen was the Prophet, Ezekiel. He was responsible for “Trumpeting”
God’s Word to the “House of Israel” and his “Countrymen,” the Jews. God makes it clear that if
Ezekiel did not “Trumpet” God’s Word to the people (or person), he would be held accountable.
• “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; so, hear the word I
speak and give them warning from me. When I say to the wicked, ‘O wicked man, you
will surely die,’ and you do not speak out to dissuade him from his ways, that wicked man
will die for his sin, and I will hold you accountable for his blood.”
And in contrast, if Ezekiel did “Trumpet,” God’s word and the people (or person) did not listen
or did not take action. Then only the people (or person) would be “judged.” The spiritual
watchman (Ezekiel) had done his job!
•

“But if you do warn the wicked man to turn from his ways and he does not do so, he will
die for his sin, but you will have saved yourself.””

Today, we have “Watchmen and Watchwomen” who are tasked with “looking out” for the
“physical needs” of the people God has entrusted to them. They are responsible for making sure
their people have food, clothes, shelter, education, etc. to meet their physical needs. “Watchman
and Watchwomen” include parents, teachers, police officers, elected officials, military, etc. The
watch person’s job is to also “Sound a Trumpet” (a metaphorical term) when they spot “enemies”
approaching by doing whatever is necessary to “protect” their people.

Believers are God’s Spiritual Watchmen-Sound Trumpets
God’s Word was initially recorded on scrolls called the Torah (pictured), which
holds the first five books of the Old Testament. Jews have great reverence for
God’s Word and treat the Torah with great care and respect.
Jesus opens the scroll of Isaiah, reads from it, saying that He is the
fulfillment of Scripture.
➢ “He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath
day, he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read. The scroll of
the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.
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He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to
release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. “Today, this scripture is
fulfilled in your hearing.” Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and
sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, and he began by
saying to them, “Today, this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” Luke 4:14–21
Jesus came to Fulfill the Law.
➢ “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to
abolish them but to fulfill them. I tell you the truth until heaven and earth disappear, not
the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law
until everything is accomplished.” Matthew 5:17–18
Today, we also have “Spiritual Watchmen and Watchwomen” who have been entrusted to
“Trumpet” His Word. They are “believers” to include parents, pastors, elders, deacons, Sunday
school teachers, ministers, and those who have an audience through Christian speaking, writing,
music, etc. Spiritual watchmen and women are tasked with “feeding” God’s Word to God’s People.
•

“The holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ
Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and
training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every
good work. 2 Timothy 3:15–17

But “Spiritual Watchmen and Women” are also tasked with “Sounding a Trumpet” to warn their
people if they spot “enemies” approaching (those teaching False doctrines and False Gospels) and
then doing whatever is necessary to “protect” their people.
•

“In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus…I give you this charge: Preach the Word; be
prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience
and careful instruction. For the time will come when men will not put up with sound
doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of
teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the
truth and turn aside to myths. But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship,
do the work of an evangelist, and discharge all the duties of your ministry.” 2 Timothy 4:1–
5

•

“But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one, we
preached to you, let him be eternally condemned! As we have already said, so now I say
again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be
eternally condemned…I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel I preached is not
something that man made up. I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather,
I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.” Galatians 1:6–24

•

“Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you
overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. I know
that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock.
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•

Even from your own number, men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away
disciples after them. So be on your guard!” Acts 20:28–31
“In your teaching show integrity, seriousness, and soundness of speech that cannot be
condemned, so that those who oppose you may be ashamed because they have nothing bad
to say about us… For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. It
teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled,
upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the
glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to
redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own,
eager to do what is good. These, then, are the things you should teach. Encourage and
rebuke with all authority. Do not let anyone despise you.” Titus 2:7–15

Continuing…
God instructs Ezekiel to “Trumpet” the following message to God’s People-The Nation of Israel.
This message is that
God takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked, therefore REPENT (turn away) from sin.
•

“Son of man, say to the house of Israel, ‘This is what you are saying: “Our offenses and
sins weigh us down, and we are wasting away because of them. How, then, can we live?”
“Say to them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the
death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from
your evil ways! Why will you die, O house of Israel?”

Also, Trumpet that the “righteousness” of a “righteous person” will not “save” him or her.
•

“Therefore, son of man, say to your countrymen, ‘The righteousness of the righteous man
will not save him when he disobeys, and the wickedness of the wicked man will not cause
him to fall when he turns from it. The righteous man, if he sins, will not be allowed to live
because of his former righteousness.’ If I tell the righteous man that he will surely live,
but then he trusts in his righteousness and does evil, none of the righteous things he has
done will be remembered; he will die for the evil he has done.”

But an “unrighteous person” who turns away (repents) from their sin, will be “saved”-he or
she will not die.
•

“And if I say to the wicked man, ‘You will surely die,’ but he then turns away from his sin
and does what is just and right— if he gives back what he took in pledge for a loan, returns
what he has stolen, follows the decrees that give life, and does no evil, he will surely live;
he will not die. None of the sins he has committed will be remembered against him. He has
done what is just and right; he will surely live.”

Interestingly, God’s message in the previous verses, “foreshadows” the need for a Messiah who
will take away the sins of His People.
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The “Good News” of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, is that when a person “believes,” they receive
the Righteousness of Jesus Christ. They are declared righteous before God.
This means God no longer sees that person’s righteousness (which are like “menstrual rags”DIRTY). Instead, God sees the righteousness of His Son, Jesus Christ-CLEAN-PURE-WHITE.
Unfortunately, many people (Jews and Gentiles) do not believe or accept God’s Way concerning
Salvation. They assume God’s favor and eternal life can be earned by “good works.” Therefore,
The Gospel is a “stumbling block” for many.
Continuing…
•

“Yet your countrymen say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ But it is their way that is not
just. If a righteous man turns from his righteousness and does evil, he will die for it. And
if a wicked man turns away from his wickedness and does what is just and right, he will
live by doing so. Yet, O house of Israel, you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ But I
will judge each of you according to his own ways.” Ezekiel 33:1–20

In summary, the Gospel of Jesus Christ is counterintuitive. The “righteous” trust in their
own righteousness and die. While the “unrighteous” BELIEVE, REPENT, and LIVE.
➢ Jesus said, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the
world to condemn the world but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him
is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has
not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.” John 3:16–18
Now, let’s consider the term “Son of Man,” which God uses to refer to the Prophet, Ezekiel.
Interestingly, “Son of Man” is mentioned over 90 times in the book of Ezekiel.
However, I believe the term “Son of Man” in Ezekiel is also referring to Jesus Christ. In the book
of Hebrews, the writer uses a verse from Psalm 8, “What is man that you are mindful of him, the
son of man that you care for him? And then conclusively indicate that the “Son of Man” is Jesus.
•

“We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not
drift away. For if the message spoken by angels was binding, and every violation and
disobedience received its just punishment, how shall we escape if we ignore such a great
salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by
those who heard him. God also testified to it by signs, wonders, and various miracles, and
gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will. It is not to angels that he has
subjected the world to come, about which we are speaking. But there is a place where
someone has testified: “What is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you
care for him? You made him a little lower than the angels; you crowned him with
glory and honor and put everything under his feet.” In putting everything under him,
God left nothing that is not subject to him. Yet at present, we do not see everything subject
to him. But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with
glory and honor because he suffered death so that by the grace of God, he might taste death
for everyone.” Hebrews 2:1–13
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Jesus also uses the term “Son of Man” to refer to Himself more than any other term (over 80 times
in the Four Gospels).
Jesus said;
➢ “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.” Luke 19:4–10
➢ “For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.” Matthew 12:1–8
➢ “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a
ransom for many.” Mark 10:42–45
And in the book “Daniel,” the term “son of man” is mentioned in one of Daniel’s visions. He
sees the “Son of Man” (the pre-incarnate Christ) approaching His Father, “The Ancient of Days.”
And Jesus is given all authority, glory, and dominion, and He is worshiped.
•

“In my vision at night, I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming
with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his
presence. He was given authority, glory, and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of
every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass
away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.” Daniel 7:13–14

The book of Daniel and Revelation are interconnected, so John’s vision (book of Revelation) of
the “son of man” is similar.
•

“I turned I saw…someone “like a son of man,” dressed in a robe reaching down to his
feet and with a golden sash around his chest. His head and hair were white like wool, as
white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. His feet were like bronze glowing in a
furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters…His face was like the sun
shining in all its brilliance.” Revelation 1:12–18

Now consider that when Jesus was arrested and taken before Caiaphas, the High Priest. Jesus was
asked, “Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God? Jesus answers.
➢ Jesus said, “Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied. “But I say to all of you: In the future, you
will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the
clouds of heaven.” Matthew 26:57–68
Again, John’s vision (book of Revelation is also similar.
•

“Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced
him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him.” Revelation 1:7

In summary, “ONE Day,” Jesus, the “Son of Man” will RETURN! He is “Coming” SOON!
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With Trumpets- The Rebuilding of The First Temple Begins
Later, we will review the entire book of “Daniel.” But in summary, King Nebuchadnezzar invaded
Jerusalem and destroyed Jerusalem and the First Temple. Then he took the Jews captive to
Babylon for 70 years. And after the Babylon Empire was destroyed, God “put it” on King Cyrus’s
heart to allow the Jewish People to return to Jerusalem.
God also “moved” King Cyrus’s heart to “open up” his pocketbook. King Cyrus issued a “decree”
encouraging the Jews to rebuild the Temple, which King Nebuchadnezzar had destroyed. He also
returned many of the “Holy Articles” from The Temple that King Nebuchadnezzar had looted.
And King Cyrus also contributed significant sums of money for the rebuilding process.
That said, the Jews returned to Jerusalem in “Three Waves,” with many years in-between each
wave of “Return.”
The first wave of Jews returned with Zerubbabel during the reign of King Cyrus and King Darius
(Persian Kings). In this wave, the Jews rebuilt the foundation for the Temple, sound Trumpets!
•

“In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the LORD spoken
by Jeremiah, the LORD moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make a proclamation
throughout his realm and to put it in writing…”The LORD, the God of heaven, has given
me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has appointed me to build a temple for him at
Jerusalem in Judah. Anyone of his people among you—may his God be with him and let
him go up to Jerusalem in Judah and build the temple of the LORD, the God of Israel, the
God who is in Jerusalem. And the people of any place where survivors may now be living
are to provide him with silver and gold, with goods and livestock, and with freewill
offerings for the temple of God in Jerusalem.’” Then the family heads of Judah and
Benjamin, and the priests and Levites—everyone whose heart God had moved—prepared
to go up and build the house of the LORD in Jerusalem…Moreover, King Cyrus brought
out the articles belonging to the temple of the LORD, which Nebuchadnezzar had carried
away from Jerusalem and had placed in the temple of his god. Cyrus king of Persia had
them brought by Mithredath the treasurer, who counted them out to Sheshbazzar the prince
of Judah…In all, there were 5,400 articles of gold and of silver. Sheshbazzar brought all
these along when the exiles came up from Babylon to Jerusalem. Ezra 1:1–11

On the 1st day of Tishrei,” Feast of Trumpets the Jewish People gathered as “ONE” and built an
altar to make sacrifices to The Lord. The rebuilding of the Temple was in process. There was much
to be joyful about. Remember that when the Jews were led out of Jerusalem (as captives), they had
lost all hope. But now that the Temple was being rebuilt, the Jews had GREAT HOPE.
•

“When the seventh month came, and the Israelites had settled in their towns, the people
assembled as one man in Jerusalem. Then Jeshua son of Jozadak and his fellow priests and
Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and his associates began to build the altar of the God of Israel
to sacrifice burnt offerings on it, in accordance with what is written in the Law of Moses,
the man of God. Despite their fear of the peoples around them, they built the altar on its
foundation and sacrificed burnt offerings on it to the LORD.”
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As this was the 1st day of Tishrei (Feast of Trumpets), both the Shofar and Temple Trumpets must
have been sounded. But the Jews could NOT celebrate the next Feast, “Day of Atonement,” as The
Temple was still not rebuilt. The “Ark of the Covenant” had to reside within the “Holy of Holies.”
However, the Jews could celebrate the last of God’s “Seven Feasts”- Feast of “Tabernacles.” And
that’s precisely what they did!
•

“Then, in accordance with what is written, they celebrated the Feast of Tabernacles with
the required number of burnt offerings prescribed for each day. After that, they presented
the regular burnt offerings, the New Moon sacrifices, and the sacrifices for all the appointed
sacred feasts of the LORD, as well as those brought as freewill offerings to the
LORD…though the foundation of the LORD’s temple, had not yet been laid.”

The second wave of Jews returned with Ezra (about 80 years later) during the reign of King
Artaxerxes. In this wave, the Jews continued their “spiritual” restoration to God.
The third wave of Jews returned with Nehemiah during the reign of King Artaxerxes. And in this
wave, the Jews rebuilt Jerusalem’s Walls.

The Foundation of The Temple is Now Complete-Sound Trumpets
In the second month, “Lyar,” in the 2nd year after the Jews had returned from Babylon, the
foundation of The Temple had been laid. “Priests” sounded their Temple Trumpets, and there was
“Great Joy” in Jerusalem.
•

In the second month of the second year after their arrival at the house of God in
Jerusalem…When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, the priests in
their vestments and with trumpets, and the Levites…with cymbals, took their places to
praise the LORD…With praise and thanksgiving, they sang to the LORD: “He is good; his
love to Israel endures forever.” And all the people gave a great shout of praise to the LORD
because the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid. But many of the older priests
and Levites and family heads, who had seen the former temple, wept aloud when they saw
the foundation of this temple being laid, while many others shouted for joy. No one could
distinguish the sound of the shouts of joy from the sound of weeping, because the people
made so much noise. And the sound was heard far away.” Ezra 3:1–13

The Dove

Of all the animals that were sacrificed at the Temple, the dove was the
least expensive. So, if you couldn’t afford to sacrifice a lamb at the
Temple, you came with two turtle doves and two young pigeons.
•

“If he cannot afford a lamb, he is to bring two doves or two
young pigeons to the LORD as a penalty for his sin—one for a
sin offering and the other for a burnt offering.” Leviticus 5:7

The dove also symbolizes the Holy Spirit. When John proclaimed Jesus as the “Lamb of God”
who takes away the sin of the world, he saw a dove.
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•

“Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and
remain on him. I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptize
with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he
who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ I have seen, and I testify that this is the Son of God.”
John 1:29–34

The Spirit descended like a dove as John was baptizing Jesus in the Sea of Galilee.
•

“As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open, and the Spirit
descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom
I love; with you, I am well pleased.” Mark 1:9–11

Jesus instructs His disciples to be as innocent as doves.
➢ “He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil spirits and
to heal every disease and sickness…I am sending you out like sheep among wolves.
Therefore, be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves.” Matthew 10:1
Jesus condemned two “groups” of people at the Temple before overturning their tables. He
condemned the “money changers” because they forced Jews to exchange their currency for
“Temple Currency” so they could purchase animals for sacrifice. Jesus also condemned those
selling doves because they were charging an exorbitant price for them.
➢ “Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all who were buying and selling there. He
overturned the tables of the moneychangers and the benches of those selling doves. “It is
written,” he said to them, “‘My house will be called a house of prayer,’ but you are making
it a ‘den of robbers.’” Matthew 21:12–13

The Rebuilt Temple is Completed-Sound Trumpets
The foundation for the rebuilt Temple was finished in the second month, “Lyar,” in the 2nd year
after the Jews had returned to Jerusalem from Babylon. Trumpets had been sounded. But now, The
Temple was finished on the 3rd day of the month of Adar in the 6th year. Though the Bible doesn’t
say, Trumpets were sounded. It could be correctly assumed that the Priests sounded their Temple
Trumpets. And “any” Israelite was free to blow the Shofar Trumpet, which is what they most likely
did. After all, Trumpets were sounded when the rebuilding process began and when the foundation
has been laid.
•

“So, the elders of the Jews continued to build and prosper under the preaching of Haggai
the prophet and Zechariah, a descendant of Iddo. They finished building the temple
according to the command of the God of Israel and the decrees of Cyrus, Darius, and
Artaxerxes, kings of Persia. The temple was completed on the third day of the month Adar,
in the sixth year of the reign of King Darius. Then the people of Israel—the priests, the
Levites, and the rest of the exiles—celebrated the dedication of the house of God with
joy… And they installed the priests in their divisions and the Levites in their groups for the
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service of God at Jerusalem, according to what is written in the Book of Moses.” Ezra
6:13–22

Nehemiah Begins to Rebuild the “Walls of Jerusalem”Sound the Trumpets
The “First Wave” of Jews had completed the rebuilding of God’s Temple in Jerusalem. The
“Second Wave” of Jews had also returned. Now, it was time for the “Third Wave” of Jews to
return as well. This began when Nehemiah, “cupbearer” to King Artaxerxes, learns of the condition
of “Jerusalem’s Walls” (Walls that surrounded Jerusalem) were “broken down,” and the “Gates”
(various “entrances” within the Wall) had been burned.
•

“In the month of Kislev [the 9th month in the Jewish calendar] in the twentieth year, while
I was in the citadel of Susa, Hanani, one of my brothers, came from Judah with some other
men, and I questioned them about the Jewish remnant that survived the exile, and also
about Jerusalem. They said to me, “Those who survived the exile and are back in the
province are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its
gates have been burned with fire.”
Nehemiah 1:1-3

Nehemiah is despondent when he hears the “bad news.” Nehemiah weeps, fasts, and prays to the
God of the Jews-the God of the Bible. Nehemiah is contrite in his prayers as he confesses his own
sin and the sins of his people. Nehemiah also acknowledges God’s “Special Dwelling” place on
the earth, which has God’s Name on it—Jerusalem.
•

“When I heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some days, I mourned and fasted and
prayed…God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with
those who love him and obey his commands, let your ear be attentive and your eyes open
to hear the prayer your servant is praying before you day and night for your servants, the
people of Israel. I confess the sins we Israelites, including myself and my father’s house,
have committed against you. We have acted very wickedly toward you. We have not
obeyed the commands, decrees, and laws you gave your servant Moses. Remember the
instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you
among the nations, but if you return to me and obey my commands, then even if your exiled
people are at the farthest horizon, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place
I have chosen as a dwelling for my Name.” Nehemiah 1:4-11

We now come to a discrepancy in the “Timeline.” At the beginning of the book, Nehemiah states
that it is the 9th month (Kislev) of the 20th Year. But following, he says that it is “Nisan” (the 1st
month) of the “same 20th year. Why the discrepancy? No one knows. Most likely, it was recorded
incorrectly. With that in mind, how many of us have written “Last Year’s” date on our checks or
other correspondence at the beginning of the New Year. It was, therefore, about three months later.
Nehemiah is depressed over what has happened to Jerusalem’s “Walls.” And with a sad face and
sad heart, he approaches the King, who notices Nehemiah’s sad demeanor.
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•

“In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was brought
for him, I took the wine and gave it to the king. I had not been sad in his presence before;
so, the king asked me, “Why does your face look so sad when you are not ill? This can be
nothing but sadness of heart.” Nehemiah 2:1-2

Nehemiah tells the King what has happened to Jerusalem.
•

“I was very much afraid, but I said to the king, “May the king live forever! Why should
my face not look sad when the city where my fathers are buried lies in ruins, and its gates
have been destroyed by fire?” Nehemiah 2:3

In answer to Nehemiah’s prayer, God gives Nehemiah “Great Favor” with the King Artaxerxes,
and he asks the King for “time off” to return to Jerusalem (which is over 1,000 miles away). He
also asks for “letters” to grant him safe passage. Nehemiah also asks the King to provide him with
“timber” for the rebuilding of Jerusalem’s Gates, from the King’s forest. ONLY God could cause
a “Gentle” to open up their pocketbooks for the “cause” of God’s People-the Jews.
•

“The king said to me, “What is it you want?” Then I prayed to the God of heaven, and I
answered the king, “If it pleases the king and if your servant has found favor in his sight,
let him send me to the city in Judah where my fathers are buried so that I can rebuild it.”
Then the king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked me, “How long will your journey
take, and when will you get back?” It pleased the king to send me; so, I set a time. I also
said to him, “If it pleases the king, may I have letters to the governors of Trans-Euphrates,
so that they will provide me safe-conduct until I arrive in Judah? And may I have a letter
to Asaph, keeper of the king’s forest, so he will give me timber to make beams for the gates
of the citadel by the temple and for the city wall and for the residence I will occupy?” And
because the gracious hand of my God was upon me, the king granted my requests. So, I
went to the governors of Trans-Euphrates and gave them the king’s letters. The king had
also sent army officers and cavalry with me.” Nehemiah 2:4-9

Out of nowhere, the Jew-haters suddenly appear, and they were NOT happy that King Artaxerxes
looked favorably upon Nehemiah (a Jew) and the Jewish People in Jerusalem. Things have not
changed today either; there are Jew-haters everywhere, too. SAD!
•

“When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard about this, they
were very much disturbed that someone had come to promote the welfare of the Israelites.”
Nehemiah 2:10

Nehemiah arrives in Jerusalem and begins “scouting” out Jerusalem. However, he doesn’t tell
anyone what he is doing. After surveying “damages,” he rallies, the Jews who agree to begin the
rebuilding process-a “Good Work.”
•

“I went to Jerusalem, and after staying there three days, I set out during the night with a
few men…examining the walls of Jerusalem, which had been broken down, and its gates,
which had been destroyed by fire… the officials did not know where I had gone or what I
was doing, because as yet I had said nothing to the Jews or the priests or nobles or officials
or any others who would be doing the work. Then I said to them, “You see the trouble we
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are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates
have been burned with fire. Come, let us
rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will
no longer be in disgrace.” I also told them
about the gracious hand of my God upon
me and what the king had said to me. They
replied, “Let us start rebuilding.” So, they
began this good work.” Nehemiah 2:1118
The Jew-haters, mock Nehemiah and ridicule
him.
•

“But when Sanballat the Horonite,
Tobiah the Ammonite official and
Geshem the Arab heard about it, they
mocked and ridiculed us. “What is this
you are doing?” they asked. “Are you
rebelling against the king?” Nehemiah
2:19

Now, Nehemiah tells Israel’s enemies the truth (a truth which still stands and will never change)
Jerusalem belongs to the Jewish people by God’s divine Covenant.
•

“We his servants will start rebuilding, but as for you, you have no share in Jerusalem or
any claim or historic right to it.” Nehemiah 2:20

The People of God begin to rebuild “Jerusalem’s Wall.”
Here is a diagram of the “Wall” that surrounded Jerusalem. I’ve underlined the different “Gates”
as they appear in Scripture. Please locate them on the picture as you read. You’ll notice that “God’s
City” forms a “SHIN”-the picture graphic representation for GOD.
•

“Eliashib the high priest and his fellow priests went to work and rebuilt the Sheep Gate.
They dedicated it and set its doors in place, building as far… as the Tower of
Hananel…The Fish Gate was rebuilt by the sons of Hassenaah… They restored Jerusalem
as far as the Broad Wall… Malkijah, son of Harim and Hasshub son of Pahath-Moab,
repaired another section and the Tower of the Ovens… The Valley Gate was repaired by
Hanun and the residents of Zanoah… The Dung Gate was repaired by Malkijah, son of
Recab…The Fountain Gate was repaired by Shallum, son of Col-Hozeh, ruler of the district
of Mizpah… He also repaired the wall of the Pool of Siloam, by the King’s Garden, as far
as the steps going down from the City of David… Next, to him, Pedaiah son of Parosh and
the temple servants living on the hill of Ophel made repairs up to a point opposite the Water
Gate toward the east and the projecting tower… Above the Horse Gate, the priests made
repairs.” Nehemiah 3:1-32
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Again, Israel’s enemies mock Nehemiah when they learn “Jerusalem’s Walls” are being rebuilt.
•

“When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he became angry and was greatly
incensed. He ridiculed the Jews, and in the presence of his associates and the army of
Samaria, he said, “What are those feeble Jews doing? Will they restore their wall? Will
they offer sacrifices? Will they finish in a day? Can they bring the stones back to life from
those heaps of rubble—burned as they are?” Tobiah the Ammonite, who was at his side,
said, “What they are building—if even a fox climbed up on it, he would break down their
wall of stones!” Nehemiah 4:1-3

And again, Nehemiah cries out to God…
•

“Hear us, O our God, for we are despised. Turn their insults back on their own heads. Give
them over as plunder in a land of captivity. Do not cover up their guilt or blot out their sins
from your sight, for they have thrown insults in the face of the builders.” Nehemiah 4:4-5

The rebuilding of “Jerusalem’s Walls” is underway. But they were only “halfway” finished when
Israel’s enemies began to plot an attack against them. They want nothing more than to see the Jews
fail and be destroyed. Unfortunately, this “sentiment” is still true today.
•

“So, we rebuilt the wall till all of it reached half its height, for the people worked with all
their heart. But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites and the men of Ashdod
heard that the repairs to Jerusalem’s walls had gone ahead and that the gaps were being
closed, they were very angry. They all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem
and stir up trouble against it.” Nehemiah 4:7–8

You’ll recall a “watchman” stood on the “Watchtower” to “lookout” for any approaching enemies
and to sound a Trumpet if enemies were approaching. That said, Nehemiah and the people prayed
to the LORD. Then Nehemiah also posts a guard “Watchman” to keep watch.
•

“But we prayed to our God and posted a guard day and night to meet this threat.” Nehemiah
4:9

Nehemiah also posts men, who were rebuilding the “Wall,” as armed guards. He placed them at
the “Wall’s most vulnerable positions.
•

“Meanwhile, the people in Judah said, “The strength of the laborers is giving out, and there
is so much rubble that we cannot rebuild the wall…Therefore I stationed some of the people
behind the lowest points of the wall at the exposed places, posting them by families, with
their swords, spears, and bows.” Nehemiah 4:10-13

Now, Nehemiah reminds God’s People that their God was great and awesome. He also encourages
them to fight their enemies. Interestingly, then Nehemiah divides those who were rebuilding the
“Wall” into “Two Groups.” Half of the men worked on rebuilding the “Wall,” while the other half
were “armed and ready” to meet the enemy. And even those who worked held materials in one
hand and a weapon in the other.
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•

“After I looked things over, I stood up and said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of
the people, “Don’t be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and
fight for your brothers, your sons and your daughters, your wives, and your homes…From
that day on, half of my men did the work, while the other half were equipped with spears,
shields, bows, and armor...Those who carried materials did their work with one hand and
held a weapon in the other.” Nehemiah 4:14-17

It’s important to remember that “Jerusalem’s Walls” were massive and extended over a “large
area.” Nehemiah was the “overseer” of this project and most likely was on horseback as he made
the “rounds” to see the progress and to encourage the workers. Nehemiah also had a “Trumpeter”
who stayed with him. However, it is inconceivable that he was the only Trumpeter. Each
“Watchmen” had a Trumpet, too. If an enemy were spotted, the Trumpeter would alert the
Israelites who would “scramble” to defend God’s Wall in God’s City.
•

“But the man who sounded the trumpet stayed with me.
Then I said to the nobles, the officials, and the rest of the
people, “The work is extensive and spread out, and we are
widely separated from each other along the wall.
Wherever you hear the sound of the trumpet, join us there.
Our God will fight for us!” So, we continued the work
with half the men holding spears, from the first light of
dawn till the stars came out…Neither I nor my brothers
nor my men nor the guards with me took off our clothes;
each had his weapon, even when he went for water.”
Nehemiah 4:18–23

The rebuilding of “Jerusalem’s Walls” took ONLY 52 days to
complete. It was completed on the 25th of Elul (the… on the
Jewish Calendar). And when Nehemiah “finished,” Israel’s enemies had a change of heart. They
now realized that God had His hand in the rebuilding process.
•

“So, the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth of Elul, in fifty-two days. When all our
enemies heard about this, all the surrounding nations were afraid and lost their selfconfidence because they realized that this work had been done with the help of our God.”
Nehemiah 6:15-16
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Interestingly, the Jews had gathered many years earlier (on
the 1st day of Tishrei- “Trumpets”) to begin the rebuilding
of the Temple. Now, on this “Same Day,” the Israelites
gathered together as “ONE” Nation at the “Water Gate” to
hear Ezra read God’s Word “out loud” to them. I have
placed a RED X to mark this location, which is directly in
front of the Temple. Again, the Jews must have sounded
Trumpets-it was the 1st day of the 7th Month.
•

“When the seventh month came…all the people
assembled as one man in the square before the
Water Gate. They told Ezra the scribe to bring out
the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had
commanded for Israel. So, on the first day of the
seventh month, Ezra the priest brought the Law
before the assembly, which was made up of men
and women and all who were able to understand. He read it aloud from daybreak till noon
as he faced the square before the Water Gate in the presence of the men, women, and others
who could understand. And all the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law…
Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was standing above them,
and as he opened it, the people all stood up. Ezra praised the LORD, the great God; and all
the people lifted their hands and responded, “Amen! Amen!” Then they bowed down and
worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground.” Nehemiah 8:1-6

On the 2nd day of Tishrei, the Israelites continued to hear God’s Word and to consider what God
was saying to them. The Temple had already been rebuilt; the Jews must have also celebrated “Day
of Atonement.” The Israelites also prepared to celebrate the “Feast of Tabernacles.” They gathered
“branches,” constructed “booths,” and celebrated “Tabernacles” for 7 days. And on the 8th day,
they gathered together again.
•

“On the second day of the month, the heads of all the families, along with the priests and
the Levites, gathered around Ezra the scribe to give attention to the words of the Law. They
found written in the Law, which the LORD had commanded through Moses, that the
Israelites were to live in booths during the feast of the seventh month and that they should
proclaim this word and spread it throughout their towns and in Jerusalem: “Go out into the
hill country and bring back branches from olive and wild olive trees, and from myrtles,
palms and shade trees, to make booths”—as it is written. So, the people went out and
brought back branches and built themselves booths on their own roofs, in their courtyards,
in the courts of the house of God and in the square by the Water Gate and the one by the
Gate of Ephraim. The whole company that had returned from exile built booths and lived
in them. From the days of Joshua son of Nun until that day, the Israelites had not celebrated
it like this. And their joy was very great. Day after day, from the first day to the last, Ezra
read from the Book of the Law of God. They celebrated the feast for seven days, and on
the eighth day, in accordance with the regulation, there was an assembly. Nehemiah 8:13–
18
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On the 8th day after the end of “Tabernacles” (Day 23 of Tishrei), the Jews had gathered together.
And on the 24th Day, the Nation of Israel responded to what they’ve heard.
•

“On the twenty-fourth day of the same month, the Israelites gathered together, fasting and
wearing sackcloth and having dust on their heads… They stood in their places and
confessed their sins and the wickedness of their fathers. They stood where they were and
read from the Book of the Law of the LORD their God for a quarter of the day, and spent
another quarter in confession and in worshiping the LORD their God… You alone are the
LORD. You made the heavens, even the highest heavens, and all their starry host, the earth
and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them. You give life to everything, and the
multitudes of heaven worship you… “You came down on Mount Sinai; you spoke to them
from heaven… For forty years you sustained them in the desert; they lacked nothing…,
You made their sons as numerous as the stars in the sky, and you brought them into the
land that you told their fathers to enter and possess… “But they were disobedient and
rebelled against you; they put your law behind their backs. They killed your prophets, who
had admonished them in order to turn them back to you; they committed awful
blasphemies. So, you handed them over to their enemies, who oppressed them. But when
they were oppressed, they cried out to you. From heaven, you heard them, and in your great
compassion, you gave them deliverers, who rescued them from the hand of their enemies.
“But as soon as they were at rest, they again did what was evil in your sight. Then you
abandoned them to the hand of their enemies so that they ruled over them. And when they
cried out to you again, you heard from heaven, and in your compassion, you delivered them
time after time. “You warned them to return to your law, but they became arrogant and
disobeyed your commands. They sinned against your ordinances, by which a man will live
if he obeys them. Stubbornly they turned their backs on you, became stiff-necked and
refused to listen. For many years you were patient with them. By your Spirit, you
admonished them through your prophets. Yet they paid no attention, so you handed them
over to the neighboring peoples. But in your great mercy, you did not put an end to them
or abandon them, for you are a gracious and merciful God.” Nehemiah 9:1–38

Interestingly, the Israelites “cast lots” (lottery system) to determine who could live in Jerusalem.
Only “one” out of every “ten Jews” were chosen to live in Jerusalem. It was a “Great Honor.”
•

“Now the leaders of the people settled in Jerusalem, and the rest of the people cast lots to
bring one out of every ten to live in Jerusalem, the holy city, while the remaining nine were
to stay in their own towns. The people commended all the men who volunteered to live in
Jerusalem.” Nehemiah 11:1–2

With Trumpets Sounding, the “Walls of Jerusalem” are
Now Rebuilt and Rededicated
When the rebuilding of “Jerusalem’s Walls” has been completed, Nehemiah assigned leaders of
Judah to go on “Top of the Wall.” He then assigned “Two Large Choirs” (singers and musicians)
who also went to the Top of the Wall. Nehemiah assigned Priests with Trumpets (Temple
Trumpets) to each of the “Two Choirs.” Each of the “Two Choirs” began at the same starting point.
Now, “One Choir” was to circle around the “Wall” towards the East, and the other “Second Choir”
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was to circle around the “Wall” towards the West. And as both choirs marched, Temple Trumpets
were SOUNDED, and joyful singing could be heard.
•

“At the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem, the Levites were…were brought to Jerusalem
to celebrate joyfully the dedication with songs of thanksgiving and with the music of
cymbals, harps, and lyres…I had the leaders of Judah go up on top of the wall. I also
assigned two large choirs to give thanks.” Nehemiah 12:27–31

As you read, follow the path of the first choir, beginning with the RED arrow.
•

“One was to proceed on top of the wall
to the right, toward the Dung Gate… as
well
as
some
priests
with
trumpets…with musical instruments
prescribed by David, the man of God.
Ezra, the scribe, led the procession. At
the Fountain Gate, they continued
directly up the steps of the City of David
on the ascent to the wall and passed
above the house of David to the Water
Gate on the east.” Nehemiah 12:31-37

Now, follow the path of the second choir
beginning with the BLUE arrow.
•

“The second choir proceeded in the
opposite direction. I followed them on
top of the wall, together with half the
people—past the Tower of the Ovens to
the Broad Wall, over the Gate of
Ephraim, the Jeshanah Gate, the Fish Gate, the Tower of Hananel and the Tower of the
Hundred, as far as the Sheep Gate. At the Gate of the Guard, they stopped.” Nehemiah
12:38–39

The sounds from “Singing and Trumpeting” were so loud that it could be heard from “far away.”
And the “Two Choirs of Trumpeters and Singers” would eventually meet up with each other at the
end of the procession (where the two X’s are on the diagram). If you’ll look at the diagram, BOTH
Choirs ended up at The Temple. And it was “Here” at the “House of God” that the Book of Moses
(first five books of the Bible) was read out loud.
•

“The two choirs that gave thanks then took their places in the house of God; so, did I,
together with half the officials, as well as the priests…The choirs sang under the direction
of Jezrahiah. And on that day, they offered great sacrifices, rejoicing because God had
given them great joy. The women and children also rejoiced. The sound of rejoicing in
Jerusalem could be heard far away…On that day, the Book of Moses was read aloud.”
Nehemiah 12:40–13:1
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Once again, the Israelites were in Jerusalem. They had their “Temple,” and the “Wall” was rebuilt,
The Nation of Israel was following after God and His Word. Nehemiah returns to King Artaxerxes,
but the Jewish Nation regressed in sin. They defiled rooms of the Temple. They worked on the
Sabbath-buying and selling. Many married foreigners and half the Jewish couldn’t speak Hebrew.
Soon Nehemiah returns to Jerusalem, to the city He loves, and to the people He loves. Then
Nehemiah “cleans” house.
Now, let’s examine God’s WORD.
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The WORD of God
Caesarea – Jesus Calls Peter, and Builds His Church on the Rock of “Peter”

On your tour of Israel, you will visit several sites associated with Caesarea. It was here along
the Mediterranean Sea (in Caesarea) that King Herod built one of his many homes. As you
look at the picture, imagine how grand his house must have been.

King Herod also built a magnificent hippodrome and amphitheater, which is still standing.
You’ll climb the stairs and look down from the top of the Hippodrome. There’s Michelle. I
took the picture from the top of the Hippodrome. By the way, live concerts are held here from
time to time.
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King Herod built an amazing aqueduct system in Caesarea, and Caesarea is mentioned many
times throughout the New Testament. Pictured is Michelle and me.
In Caesarea, other events took place. Many are recorded in the book of Acts.
❖ Philip, the evangelist, lived in Caesarea with his four daughters. Act 21:8-9
❖ After Pauls’ conversion on the Road to Damascus. Paul sailed from Caesarea to
Tarsus. Acts 9:30
❖ Paul passed through Caesarea during his second and third missionary journeys.
❖ Later, Paul was held a prisoner in Caesarea for two years (Acts 24) and where he
was put on trial (Acts 23:31-26:32) before his voyage to Rome. In Caesarea, Herod
Agrippa was struck down by God for his idolatrous blasphemy. (Acts 12:19-23).
And it was in Caesarea, that Peter also had the vision that showed him that the Gospel
was to go out to Gentiles as well as Jews.
•

“At Caesarea, there was a man named Cornelius… One day at about three in the
afternoon, he had a vision. He distinctly saw an angel of God, who came to him and
said, “Cornelius!... Now send men to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon, who
is called Peter…Peter went up on the roof to pray…while the meal was being prepared,
he fell into a trance. He saw heaven opened and
something like a large sheet being let down to
earth by its four corners. It contained all kinds of
four-footed animals, as well as reptiles of the
earth and birds of the air. Then a voice told him,
“Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.” “Surely not, Lord!”
Peter replied. “I have never eaten anything
impure or unclean.” The voice spoke to him a
second time, “Do not call anything impure that
God has made clean.” This happened three times,
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and immediately, the sheet was taken back to heaven…While Peter was still thinking
about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Simon, three men are looking for you. So, get
up and go downstairs… Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that
God does not show favoritism but accepts men from every nation who fear him and
do what is right. You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the
good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. You know what has
happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John
preached— how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and
how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil
because God was with him. “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of
the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a tree, but God raised
him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. He was not seen by all
the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank
with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and
to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead.
All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives
forgiveness of sins through his name.” While Peter was still speaking these words, the
Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. The circumcised believers who had
come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out
even on the Gentiles.” Acts 10:1–48
Caesarea is also the home to the ONLY golf course in Israel. For the golfing enthusiasts, I
suggest staying at the Dan Caesarea Golf Hotel on your second or third trip to Israel. Then
you’ll have bragging rights with your golfing partners back home. “I golfed in ISRAEL!”
And it was in Caesarea where Jesus commissioned Peter.
➢ “When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say the Son of Man is?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say
Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” “But what about you?” he
asked. “Who do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son
of the living God.” Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was
not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are
Peter, and on this rock, I will build my church, and the gates of Hades [HELL]
will not overcome it.” Matthew 16:13–19
Here are three churches related to Peter.
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St. Peter’s House

Pictured are the ruins of the “House of St. Peter” (in Capernaum), which served as a meeting
place for early Christians. It was here that Jesus healed Peter’s mother-in-law.
•

“When Jesus came into Peter’s house, he saw Peter’s mother-in-law lying in bed
with a fever. He touched her hand, and the fever left her, and she got up and began
to wait on him.” Matthew 8:14-15

Reflecting on the stones that formed Peter’s house, I was reminded that you and I are living
stones and part of His church.
•

“As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and
precious to him— you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house
to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ. For in Scripture, it says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious
cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” Now to you
who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, “The stone the
builders rejected has become the capstone,” and, “A stone that causes men to stumble
and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the message—
which is also what they were destined for. But you are a chosen people, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises
of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a
people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now
you have received mercy. “1 Peter 2:4–10
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A modern church was built atop the ruins of
St. Peter’s House in the 1990s, with a glass
floor in the middle so visitors can see the
original church below.

Saint Peter’s Church
While in Jaffa, you will
visit the statue of the
“BIG fish” and “The
Church of St. Peter.” This site
marks the site where Peter had a
vision about the “great sheet.” This
occurred while Peter was at the
home of Simon, the tanner. Peter
also had the vision that showed
him that the Gospel was to go out
to Gentiles as well as Jews.

Church of Saint Peter of Gallicantu
Located on Mount Zion, the Church of ‘Saint
Peter of Gallicantu’ takes its name from the
word ‘Gallicantu,’ which means ‘cock’s-crow’
in remembrance Peter denying Jesus three times.
Jesus predicts that Peter will deny Him three times.
➢ “Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will
all fall away on account of me, for it is written: “‘I
will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock
will be scattered.’ But after I have risen, I will go
ahead of you into Galilee.” Peter replied, “Even if
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all fall away on account of you, I never will.” “I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “this
very night before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” But Peter
declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” Matthew 26:31–35
Peter denies Jesus three times.
•

“Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested
Jesus. They bound him and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of
Caiaphas, the high priest that year… Simon Peter and another disciple were following
Jesus. Because this disciple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the
high priest’s courtyard, but Peter had to wait outside at the door. The other disciple,
who was known to the high priest, came back, spoke to the girl on duty there, and
brought Peter in. “You are not one of his disciples, are you?” the girl at the door asked
Peter. He replied, “I am not.” [first denial] …Simon Peter stood warming himself, he
was asked, “You are not one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it, saying, “I am not.”
[second denial] One of the high priest’s servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter
had cut off, challenged him, “Didn’t I see you with him in the olive grove?” Again,
Peter denied it, [third denial] and at that moment a rooster began to crow. John 18:12–
27

Tefillin

God’s Law commanded the Jews to put God’s Word “on their minds” and “on their hearts,” and
so they do it “literally.” A “small box” is worn on the left arm (with long leather strappings). And
another box is worn on the forehead (also with leather strappings attached). See picture. These
“boxes’ are called “Tefillin” or “Phylacteries.”
Each box holds four passages of Scripture from the book of Exodus and Deuteronomy. Here are
the four Scriptures found in the Tefillin boxes.
•

“The LORD said to Moses, “Consecrate to me every firstborn male. The first offspring of
every womb among the Israelites belongs to me, whether human or animal.” Then Moses
said to the people, “Commemorate this day, the day you came out of Egypt, out of the land
of slavery, because the LORD brought you out of it with a mighty hand. Eat nothing
containing yeast. Today, in the month of Aviv, you are leaving. When the LORD brings you

Page 221 ©2016 by Michael (Ben) Attar
You can read, download, or print this manuscript at www.GoodMoodFoundation.org

“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM
Subtitled “Sound the Trumpets in Zion”

into the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Hivites and Jebusites—the land he
swore to your ancestors to give you, a land flowing with milk and honey—you are to
observe this ceremony in this month: For seven days eat bread made without yeast and on
the seventh day hold a festival to the LORD. Eat unleavened bread during those seven days;
nothing with yeast in it is to be seen among you, nor shall any yeast be seen anywhere
within your borders. On that day tell your son, ‘I do this because of what the LORD did for
me when I came out of Egypt.’ This observance will be for you like a sign on your hand and
a reminder on your forehead that this law of the LORD is to be on your lips. For
the LORD brought you out of Egypt with his mighty hand. You must keep this ordinance at
the appointed time year after year.” Exodus 13:1-10
•

“After the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites and gives it to you, as he
promised on oath to you and your ancestors, you are to give over to the LORD the first
offspring of every womb. All the firstborn males of your livestock belong to
the LORD. Redeem with a lamb every firstborn donkey, but if you do not redeem it, break
its neck. Redeem every firstborn among your sons. “In days to come, when your son asks
you, ‘What does this mean?’ Say to him, ‘With a mighty hand the LORD brought us out of
Egypt, out of the land of slavery. When Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let, us go,
the LORD killed the firstborn of both people and animals in Egypt. This is why I sacrifice
to the LORD, the first male offspring of every womb, and redeem each of my firstborn
sons.’ And it will be like a sign on your hand and a symbol on your forehead that
the LORD brought us out of Egypt with his mighty hand.” Exodus 13:11-16

These following passages are also known as the “Shema.”
•

•

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love the LORD your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These commandments that I
give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them
when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you
get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write
them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.” Deuteronomy 6:4–9
“So, if you faithfully obey the commands, I am giving you today—to love the LORD your
God and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul— then I will send rain on
your land in its season, both autumn and spring rains, so that you may gather in your grain,
new wine, and olive oil. I will provide grass in the fields for your cattle, and you will eat
and be satisfied. Be careful, or you will be enticed to turn away and worship other gods
and bow down to them. Then the LORD’s anger will burn against you, and he will shut
up the heavens so that it will not rain, and the ground will yield no produce, and you will
soon perish from the good land the LORD is giving you. Fix these words of mine in your
hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your
foreheads. Teach them to your children, talking about them when you sit at home and when
you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Write them on the
doorframes of your houses and on your gates so that your days and the days of your children
may be many in the land the LORD swore to give your ancestors, as many as the days that
the heavens are above the earth.” Deuteronomy 11:13–21

Therefore…
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❖ In the “Old Covenant,” God’s Word was symbolically placed “externally” ON their
MINDS and ON their HEARTS.
But:
❖ In the “New Covenant,” God’s Word is literally placed “internally” IN your mind and
ON your heart.
Jesus condemns the teachers of the law and the Pharisees who are wearing Tefillin or phylacteries.
➢ Jesus said, “The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. So, you must obey
them and do everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice
what they preach. They tie up heavy loads and put them on men’s shoulders, but they
themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them. “Everything they do is done for men
to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels on their garments long; they love
the place of honor at banquets and the most important seats in the synagogues; they love to
be greeted in the marketplaces and to have men call them ‘Rabbi.’” Matthew 23:2–7
If you’ve flown on “EL AL,” about one hour before your landing (coming and going), religious
Jews will walk up and down the aisle and ask passengers if they want to be blessed by putting on
the Tefillin. Please consider taking them up on their offer for the “experience” of wearing Tefillin.
Then they’ll take the Tefillin, wrap it on your arm and say a blessing over you.

Day of Pentecost
The “Old Covenant” ends as Jesus (The Lamb of God) is crucified on “Passover,” cries out “It is
Finished,” and breathes His last breath. Jesus is buried the same evening on “Unleavened Bread,”
and He rises from the grave three days later, on “First Fruits”— fulfilling the first 3 Feasts (of
God’s Seven Feasts) perfectly
➢ Jesus said, “But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I
go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you…when
he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his
own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will
bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. All that
belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine
and make it known to you. “In a little while, you will see me no more, and then after a
little while, you will see me.” John 16-7-16
Now, let’s look at the fourth Feast, “Pentecost,” which is also known as the Feast of “Weeks” as it
begins fifty days (seven weeks and one day) after the start of Passover.
•

“From the day after the Sabbath, the day you brought the sheaf of the wave offering, count off
seven full weeks. Count off fifty days up to the day after the seventh Sabbath, and then present
an offering of new grain to the LORD. From wherever you live, bring two loaves made of
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two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour, baked with yeast, as a wave offering of firstfruits to the
LORD.” Leviticus 23:15–17
The reference “bring two loaves baked with yeast” is a
foreshadow of Jew and Gentile. BOTH are under (leaven)
“sin.” Here is what the Apostle Paul said.
•

“What shall we conclude then? Are we any better?
Not at all! We have already made the charge that
Jews and Gentiles alike are all under sin.” Romans
3:9–12

Yes, both Jew and Gentile are born into sin. But because of the “Finished” work of Jesus Christ,
at His death, the “Old Covenant” ended, and the “New Covenant” began.
Therefore, when we “Believe” the Gospel of Jesus Christ, He “deposits” His Holy Spirit “IN” us.
We are no longer under the power of the LAW. We are now under the control of the Holy Spirit.
•

“Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We died to sin; how
can we live in it any longer? Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism
into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the
Father, we too may live a new life…Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will
also live with him. For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die
again; death no longer has mastery over him. The death he died, he died to sin once for all;
but the life he lives, he lives to God. In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but
alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore, do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you
obey its evil desires. Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of
wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death
to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. For sin shall
not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace.” Romans 5:20–6:14

Jesus Christ fulfilled the Feast of “Pentecost.”
•

“After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and
gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared
to them for forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.
On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave
them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem but wait for
the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak
about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days, you
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” So, when they met
together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going
to restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them: “It is not
for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his
own authority...But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you, and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of
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the earth.” After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him
from their sight. They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going when suddenly
two men dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you
stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven,
will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” Acts 1:3–2:4
On the Day of “Pentecost,” Peter (a Jewish disciple) preached the very FIRST sermon to a Jewish
audience. Three thousand Jews “Believed” The Gospel of Jesus Christ and were “saved,” and the
“Church” was born. The Church began as a Jewish Church.
Peter’s Account of Pentecost…
•

“When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound
like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they
were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest
on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
tongues as the Spirit enabled them. Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing
Jews from every nation under heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came together
in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language.” Acts 2:1–
13

The Holy Spirit’s “Coming” was Predicted.
Continuing, Peter says…
•

“Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow
Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you…this is what was
spoken by the prophet Joel: “‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all
people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old
men will dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my
Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. I will show wonders in the heaven above and
signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to
darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the
Lord. And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’” Acts 2:14–21

David “knew” of the coming Messiah and His Precious Holy Spirit.
Continuing, Peter says…
•

“Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by
miracles, wonders, and signs…This man was handed over to you by God’s set purpose and
foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to
the cross. But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death because
it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. David said about him: “‘I saw the Lord
always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. Therefore, my heart
is glad, and my tongue rejoices; my body also will live in hope, because you will not
abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay. You have made known
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to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence.’ “Brothers, I can tell you
confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day.
But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he would place
one of his descendants on his throne. Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the resurrection
of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to the grave, nor did his body see decay. God has
raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. Exalted to the right hand of
God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what
you now see and hear.” Acts 2:22-35
3,000 Jews were “saved” on the Day of Pentecost.
Continuing, Peter says…
•

“Therefore, let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified,
both Lord and Christ.” When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to
Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” Peter replied, “Repent and be
baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.
And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children
and for all who are far off—for all whom, the Lord our God will call.” With many other
words, he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt
generation.” Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand
were added to their number that day.” Acts 2:36-41

There is a marvelous contrast between 3,000 Jews who were killed when Moses brought down the
Law, and 3,000 Jews who were “saved” when the Holy Spirit came down.
The Ten Commandments were carved into stone and given to Moses. But when he came down
from Mount Sinai with the Law-3,000 Jews were killed. They were worshipping a golden calf- the
“LAW” KILLS.
•

“Come, make us gods who will go before
us… Aaron answered them, “Take off the
gold earrings that your wives, your sons, and
your daughters are wearing, and bring them
to me…He took what they handed him and
made it into an idol cast in the shape of a
calf, fashioning it with a tool. Then they
said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who
brought you up out of Egypt…When Moses
approached the camp and saw the calf and
the dancing, his anger burned, and he threw
the tablets out of his hands, breaking them to
pieces at the foot of the mountain. And he
took the calf they had made and burned it in the fire; then he ground it to powder, scattered
it on the water and made the Israelites drink it…and that day, about three thousand of the
people died.” Exodus 32:19–28
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The “Holy Spirit” came 50 days after the start of Passover, on the day of Pentecost. When Jesus sent
down His Precious Holy Spirit-3,000, Jews were “saved.” They were worshipping the Living GodTHE SPIRIT GIVES LIFE.
•

“When the day of Pentecost came…Suddenly a sound like the
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the
whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed
to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each
of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began
to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them… When
they heard, this sound, a crowd came together in
bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his
own language… Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised
his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of
you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you…this is
what was spoken by the prophet Joel: “‘In the last days, God
says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and
daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions,
your old men will dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour
out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. I will show wonders in the heaven
above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. The sun will be
turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day
of the Lord. And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved…. “Therefore,
let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord
and Christ.” When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and
the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized,
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit…Those who accepted his message were baptized, and
about three thousand were added to their number that day.” Acts 2:1–42

Though 3,000 Jews believed “The Gospel” on “Pentecost” and were “saved,” the Nation of Israel
did not believe in Jesus as their Messiah or in the “New Covenant.” However, God continues to
extend His grace, mercy, and Salvation to the “Gentiles,” as is called the “Time of the Gentiles.”
•

“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because
through Christ Jesus, the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.
For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did
by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so, he
condemned sin in sinful man, so that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully
met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.”
Romans 8:1–17

There is a beautiful contrast between the story of the Tower of Babel and the Feast of Pentecost.
After the global flood, the entire world (birthed from Noah’s sons) had ONE language. They
decided to build a Tower “UP” to the heavens. God didn’t like this idea, so He came down and He
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“confused” them with MANY “tongues” (languages), so the people could NOT understand each
other. Then God scattered the people over ALL the earth.
However, on the “Feast of Pentecost,” the people were upstairs in the “Upper Room.” Once
“scattered,” God “gathered” together people from every nation in Jerusalem. Then the Holy Spirit
“Came Down” with (“Tongues of fire”). The people were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in “tongues” (other languages), but they WERE ABLE to understand each other.
Following Stephen preached to the Jews as a result of Pentecost. Stephen begins at the “beginning”
with Abraham and continues through to Jesus. However, the Jews were upset with Stephen and
killed him.
•

“Brothers and fathers listen to me! The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham while
he was still in Mesopotamia before he lived in Haran. ‘Leave your country and your
people,’ God said, ‘and go to the land I will show you...God sent him to this land where
you are now living. He gave him no inheritance here, not even a foot of ground. But God
promised him that he and his descendants after him would possess the land, even though
at that time Abraham had no child. God spoke to him in this way: ‘Your descendants will
be strangers in a country not their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated four
hundred years. But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves,’ God said, ‘and afterward,
they will come out of that country and worship me in this place.’ Then he gave Abraham
the covenant of circumcision. And Abraham became the father of Isaac…Later Isaac
became the father of Jacob, and Jacob became the father of the twelve patriarchs. “Because
the patriarchs were jealous of Joseph, they sold him as a slave into Egypt. But God was
with him and rescued him from all his troubles. He gave Joseph wisdom and enabled him
to gain the goodwill of Pharaoh king of Egypt, so he made him ruler over Egypt and all his
palace. “Then a famine struck all Egypt and Canaan, bringing great suffering, and our
fathers could not find food. When Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent our
fathers on their first visit. On their second visit, Joseph told his brothers who he was, and
Pharaoh learned about Joseph’s family. After this, Joseph sent for his father Jacob and his
whole family, seventy-five in all…As the time drew near for God to fulfill his promise to
Abraham, the number of our people in Egypt greatly increased. Then another king, who
knew nothing about Joseph, became ruler of Egypt. He dealt treacherously with our people
and oppressed our forefathers by forcing them to throw out their newborn babies so that
they would die. “At that time Moses was born, and he was no ordinary child. For three
months he was cared for in his father’s house. When he was placed outside, Pharaoh’s
daughter took him and brought him up as her own son. Moses was educated in all the
wisdom of the Egyptians and was powerful in speech and action. “When Moses was forty
years old, he decided to visit his fellow Israelites. He saw one of them being mistreated by
an Egyptian, so he went to his defense and avenged him by killing the Egyptian. Moses
thought that his own people would realize that God was using him to rescue them, but they
did not...After forty years had passed, an angel appeared to Moses in the flames of a burning
bush in the desert near Mount Sinai. When he saw this, he was amazed at the sight. As he
went over to look more closely, he heard the Lord’s voice: ‘I am the God of your fathers,
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.’ Moses trembled with fear and did not dare to look.
“Then the Lord said to him, ‘Take off your sandals; the place where you are standing is
holy ground. I have indeed seen the oppression of my people in Egypt. I have heard their
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groaning and have come down to set them free. Now come, I will send you back to Egypt…
He led them out of Egypt and did wonders and miraculous signs in Egypt, at the Red Sea,
and for forty years in the desert… He was in the assembly in the desert, with the angel who
spoke to him on Mount Sinai, and with our fathers; and he received living words to pass
on to us. “But our fathers refused to obey him. Instead, they rejected him and, in their
hearts, turned back to Egypt. They told Aaron, ‘Make us gods who will go before us. As
for this fellow Moses who led us out of Egypt—we don’t know what has happened to him!’
That was the time they made an idol in the form of a calf. They brought sacrifices to it and
held a celebration in honor of what their hands had made. But God turned away and gave
them over to the worship of the heavenly bodies. This agrees with what is written in the
book of the prophets: “‘Did you bring me sacrifices and offerings forty years in the desert,
O house of Israel? You have lifted up the shrine of Molech and the star of your god Rephan,
the idols you made to worship. Therefore I will send you into exile’ beyond Babylon.”
•

“Our forefathers had the tabernacle of the Testimony with them in the desert. It had been
made as God directed Moses, according to the pattern he had seen. Having received the
tabernacle, our fathers under Joshua brought it with them when they took the land from the
nations God drove out before them. It remained in the land until the time of David, who
enjoyed God’s favor and asked that he might provide a dwelling place for the God of Jacob.
But it was Solomon who built the house for him. “However, the Most High does not live
in houses made by men. As the prophet says: “‘Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my
footstool. What kind of house will you build for me? says the Lord. Or where will my
resting place be? Has not my hand made all these things?’ “You stiff-necked people, with
uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are just like your fathers: You always resist the Holy
Spirit! Was there ever a prophet your fathers did not persecute? They even killed those who
predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and murdered
him— you who have received the law that was put into effect through angels but have not
obeyed it.” When they heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. But
Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God.” At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of
their voices, they all rushed at him, dragged him out of the city and began to stone him.
Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul. While
they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he fell on
his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this,
he fell asleep. And Saul was there, giving approval to his death.”

•

“On that day, a great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and all except
the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria…Saul began to destroy the
church. Going from house to house, he dragged off men and women and put them in prison.
Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went. Philip went down
to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there. When the crowds heard Philip and
saw the miraculous signs he did, they all paid close attention to what he said. With shrieks,
evil spirits came out of many, and many paralytics and cripples were healed. So there was
great joy in that city… But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news of the
kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.
Simon himself believed and was baptized. And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished
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by the great signs and miracles he saw. When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria
had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. When they arrived, they
prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit because the Holy Spirit had not yet
come upon any of them; they had simply been baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus.
Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.”

The Holy Spirit Brought Forth GOD’S WORD
“Defend the Bible?
I would as soon defend a lion!
Unchain it, and it will defend itself.”
-C.H. Spurgeon-

•

“Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the
prophet’s own interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but
men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” 2 Peter 1:20–21

God’s Word was brought forth by the Holy Spirit.
Jesus is the “WORD” made flesh.
God’s Word is “The Seed.”
➢ “While a large crowd was gathering, and people were coming to Jesus from town
after town, he told this parable: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was
scattering the seed, some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds of the
air ate it up. Some fell on rock, and when it came up, the plants withered because they
had no moisture. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it and choked the
plants. Still, other seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred
times more than was sown.” When he said this, he called out, “He who has ears to
hear, let him hear.” His disciples asked him what this parable meant. He said, “The
knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others,
I speak in parables, so that, “‘though seeing, they may not see; though hearing, they
may not understand.’ “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of
God. Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes
away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. Those on
the rock are the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have
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no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing, they fall away. The seed
that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are
choked by life’s worries, riches, and pleasures, and they do not mature. But the seed
on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain
it, and by persevering produce a crop.” Luke 8:4–15

The Holy Spirit is “New Wine”
The Holy Spirit is often referred to as “New Wine.” And just like you cannot put new wine into
old wineskins because it will burst, you cannot put the Holy Spirit into the “OLD” man. “New
Wine” can ONLY be put into a “NEW” man.
➢ Jesus said, “No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for the patch
will pull away from the garment, making the tear worse. Neither do men pour new
wine into old wineskins. If they do, the skins will burst, the wine will run out, and the
wineskins will be ruined. No, they pour new wine into new wineskins, and both are
preserved.” Matthew 9:15–17
Because of Adam and Eve’s sin (The Fall), sin is the default setting for MAN. The Bible
reveals it, and our personal lives confirm it. Every person who is born (natural birth) was
programmed to follow the “Sin Nature.” According to Galatians 5:16-22, “Sin Nature” is
apparent:
▪ Sexual Immorality
▪ Impurity
▪ Debauchery
▪ Idolatry
▪ Witchcraft
▪ Hatred
▪ Discord
▪ Jealousy
▪ Fits of Rage
▪ Selfish Ambition
▪ Dissensions
▪ Factions
▪ Envy
▪ Drunkenness
▪ Orgies and the like
In the “Old Covenant,” God required blood for the remission of sins, so He set up a
“Temporary System.” When a person sinned, they went to the Temple with a spotless animal,
like a sheep, and sacrificed it. After, a right relationship with God was restored-Until the Next
Sin! Therefore, the sacrificial system was never-ending.
In the “New Covenant,” God no longer requires the sacrifice of an animal. Instead, God
provided His one and only Son, Jesus Christ—the Spotless Passover Lamb—to be the atoning
sacrifice. God took ALL sin and put it ALL on Jesus. Therefore, when a person believes the
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Gospel of Jesus Christ, a miraculous event takes place. God’s Precious Holy Spirit enters
(takes up “residence” or “indwells”) the believer and gives him or her a “NEW” Spirit. As
the believer “walks” in the power of the Holy Spirit, it is the Holy Spirit (not the person) who
produces the “Fruit of the Spirit,” which is:
✓ Love
✓ Joy
✓ Peace
✓ Patience
✓ Kindness
✓ Goodness
✓ Faithfulness
✓ Gentleness
✓ Self-Control

The Apostle Paul was a Hebrew Christian
The Apostle Paul was both a Jew and a Christian (Hebrew Christian). The term “Hebrew
Christian” refers to a Jewish person who believes in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Paul was once
known as Saul (an unbelieving Jew who persecuted Christians). Paul, by the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit, wrote the following New Testament books.
• Romans
• 1 Corinthians
• 2 Corinthians
• Galatians
• Ephesians
• Philippians
• Colossians
• 1 Thessalonians
• 2 Thessalonians
• 1 Timothy
• 2 Timothy
• Titus
• Philemon
• Hebrews (maybe)
Paul desires that his people, the Jews, would be “saved.”
•

“Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved. For
I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on
knowledge. Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to
establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness…For it is with your heart that
you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. As the

Page 232 ©2016 by Michael Ben Attar
You can read, download, or print this manuscript at www.GoodMoodFoundation.org

“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM
Subtitled “Sound the Trumpets in Zion”

Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” For there is no
difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who
call on him, for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” Romans 10:1–
13

Jewish Museum-Dead Sea Scrolls
Outside of the Jewish Museum, in
Jerusalem, is a building that resembles
a flying saucer. It’s shaped like this to
accommodate the “Giant Scroll’ inside. In the
middle of the giant scroll (pictured) is a “round
display” case for viewing portions of the Dead
Sea Scrolls. The Dead Sea Scrolls are the oldest
group of Old Testament manuscripts ever found.
The scrolls are, for the most part, written in
Hebrew and contain previously unknown stories about Enoch, Abraham,
and Noah. The story of Abraham includes an explanation of why God asked
Abraham to sacrifice his only son Isaac. The Dead Sea Scrolls have
enhanced our knowledge of both Judaism and Christianity and show us that
Christianity is rooted in Judaism.
God’s Word was written by Jews. Therefore, if for no other reason, we must
be thankful to them for recording God’s Word and preserving it.
•

“For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any doubleedged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints, and
marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in
all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and
laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.”
Hebrews 4:12-13
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Qumran Caves
Your tour group will visit the Qumran Caves (pictured)
where the Dead Sea Scrolls were found that contain
fragments of every book of the (Old Testament) except
for the book of Esther. The Biblical manuscripts were written on
scrolls and placed in the Dead Sea Caves, which preserved them.
On your trip to the Dead Sea, your tour guide will point your
attention up to the mountains pictured. There the Dead Sea
Scrolls were discovered in eleven caves along the northwest
shore of the Dead Sea between the years 1947 and 1956. The
Dead Sea Scrolls have been called the most significant
manuscript discovery of modern times.

Dead Sea
Speaking of the “Dead Sea,” on your
tour to Israel, you will enjoy floating in
the Dead Sea, and it will be an
experience of a lifetime. The Dead Sea is 1,388
feet below sea level, making it Earth’s lowest
elevation on land. It’s also so salty that you
literally float on the water. Your hotel for that
day is most likely directly across the street from
designated areas of entry.
Picture, I am “floating” with Michelle.

The Bible refers to the Dead Sea as:
▪ The “Valley of Siddim” (Genesis 14:3),
▪ The “Plains Sea” (Joshua 3:16)
▪ The “Former Sea” (Zechariah 14:8.
▪ King David often took refuge here. And when you
come, you’ll understand why. It’s one of the most
tranquil and beautiful places on earth.
▪ Also, “Masada” is located near the Dead Sea.
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David Hides in Ein Gedi

Situated along the shore of the Dead Sea is an oasis in the desert called Ein Gedi, consisting of lush
vegetation, nature reserves, and natural rivers. People come from all over the world to enjoy Ein Gedi’s
hot springs, mineral waters, mud baths, desert climate, and healing properties of the Dead Sea. Ein Gedi is
the perfect resort destination on your second trip to Israel.
The caves of Ein Gedi are where David hid when King Saul was chasing him. David has an opportunity to
kill King Saul but doesn’t. Instead, they cut a covenant with each other.
•

“When David learned that Saul was plotting against him...David and his men, about six hundred in
number, left and kept moving from place to place…Saul and his men began the search…Saul was
going along one side of the mountain, and David and his men were on the other side, hurrying to
get away from Saul. As Saul and his forces were closing in on David and his men to capture them,
a messenger came to Saul, saying, “Come quickly! The Philistines are raiding the land.” Then Saul
broke off his pursuit of David and went to meet the Philistines…And David went up from there and
lived in the strongholds of En Gedi…After Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, he was
told, “David is in the Desert of En Gedi.” So, Saul took three thousand chosen men from all Israel
and set out to look for David and his men near the Crags of the Wild Goats. He came to the sheep
pens along the way; a cave was there, and Saul went in to relieve himself…Then David crept up
unnoticed and cut off a corner of Saul’s robe…Then David went out of the cave and called out to
Saul, “My lord, the king!” When Saul looked behind him, David bowed down and prostrated
himself with his face to the ground. He said to Saul, “Why do you listen when men say, ‘David is
bent on harming you’? This day you have seen with your own eyes how the LORD delivered you
into my hands in the cave. Some urged me to kill you, but I spared you; I said, ‘I will not lift my
hand against my master, because he is the LORD’s anointed.’ See, my father, look at this piece of
your robe in my hand! I cut off the corner of your robe but did not kill you. Now understand and
recognize that I am not guilty of wrongdoing or rebellion. I have not wronged you, but you are
hunting me down to take my life. May the LORD judge between you and me. And may the LORD
avenge the wrongs you have done to me, but my hand will not touch you. As the old saying goes,
‘From evildoers, come evil deeds,’ so my hand will not touch you. “Against whom has the king of
Israel come out? Whom are you pursuing? A dead dog? A flea? May the LORD be our judge and
decide between us. May he consider my cause and uphold it; may he vindicate me by delivering
me from your hand.” When David finished saying this, Saul asked, “Is that your voice, David, my
son?” And he wept aloud. “You are more righteous than I,” he said. “You have treated me well, but
I have treated you badly. You have just now told me of the good you did to me; the LORD delivered
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me into your hands, but you did not kill me. When a man finds his enemy, does he let him get away
unharmed? May the LORD reward you well for the way you treated me today. I know that you will
surely be king and that the kingdom of Israel will be established in your hands. Now swear to me
by the LORD that you will not cut off my descendants or wipe out my name from my father’s
family.” So, David gave his oath to Saul. Then Saul returned home, but David and his men went up
to the stronghold.” 1 Samuel 23:7–24:22

The Jewishness of Scripture
There is “Jewishness” interwoven into ALL the Scriptures. Therefore, recognizing and understanding
this Jewishness is one of the “Keys” to understanding “What’s Going On” in the Bible.
The “Old Testament” is not unlike an old pair of shoes or an old car to be discarded and thrown away.
Instead, it is to be studied and preached in the context of our Risen Lord. And as “light “bounces off
an object, to create a shadow, Jesus casts shadows throughout the Old Testament-all pointing to
Himself. All 39 books in the “Old Testament” were written by Jews with two “possible” exceptions.
“Ruth” (book of Ruth) was a Gentile, but most Bible commentators believe Ruth was written by a
Jew. And “Job” (book of Job) was also a Gentile and lived before the Jewish Nation was established.
Again, many believe that “Job” was written by a Jew, not by Job.
There are 27 books in the New Testament, also all written by Jews, with two “possible “exceptions.
The book of Luke and Acts were written by Luke, who was a Gentile by birth but may have converted
to Judaism. We don’t know. Also, the “Church” began as a Jewish Church in Jerusalem. Christianity
is a “religion” apart from Judaism. However, the truth is that Christianity is the “fulfillment” of
Judaism. In fact, Hebrew Christians are the most “Jewish” People on the planet.

Understanding that the Holy Spirit is the “Down Payment”
Knock-Knock
“Who’s there?”

“It’s me, Mark Cuban.”
“What do you want?”
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“I LOVE the view from your balcony-I want to buy your house?”
“My house is not for sale.”
“I’ll give you a million dollars for your house.”

“SOLD, please come in!”
If Mark Cuban, who is Jewish, came to my door and offered to buy my house
for a million dollars, he would not come empty-handed, would he? Mark
would come with a contract. He would fill it out, and he would sign it.
Mark would also present me with “earnest money.” This is the down
payment or guarantees that he is going to show up at the “Title Company”
and close the deal. Mark gives me an “earnest check” for $50,000 and says
he’s going on a “road trip,” but he’ll be back in two weeks to close the deal.
Is Mark Cuban “good” for the other $950,000? Of course, he is. Mark is a
billionaire.
➢ Jesus said, “In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I
am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.” John 14:1-6
Jesus “purchased” us from the penalty of sin and death and signing the contract or “New Covenant”
with His own blood. Later, Jesus said that “He is going away” but that He will be coming back soon.
On the “Feast of Pentecost,” Jesus did, in fact, send down His Precious Holy Spirit as the “down
payment”-the guarantee that He is coming back.
Jesus has given us The Holy Spirit as the “earnest,” “surety,” or “guarantee” that He WILL RETURN.
•
•

“Now it is God who has made us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit,
guaranteeing what is to come.” 2 Corinthians 5:1–5.
“And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,
who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s
possession—to the praise of his glory.” Ephesians 1:3–14
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“Upper Room”

When you tour Israel, you’ll enter the “Upper Room” in Jerusalem. And you’ll be reminded that Jesus
Christ, a Jewish Rabbi, had just been crucified, buried, and resurrected (fulfilling the first Three Feasts).
Then Jesus appeared to His Jewish disciples for 40 days, ascended to Heaven (where He sits at the “right
hand” of His Father), and He sent “down” The Holy Spirit” on the “Feast of Pentecost.”

Love for the Jewish People- “Here Am I, Send Me”
Now, let’s jump to the book of Isaiah and look at a familiar passage (Isaiah 6:1-8) that puts everything we
just reviewed into perspective.
•

“In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the
train of his robe filled the temple. Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings,
they covered their faces, with two, they covered their feet, and with two, they were flying.” And
they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full
of his glory.”

To begin, the “Work of The Lord” is indeed a “Holy” Work. But ONLY those who are “Holy” can serve a
Holy God. And in the Old Covenant, the work of God was given exclusively to the Tribe of the Levites.
They were God’s Priests who ministered in the Temple.
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The High Priest was the “head” over all the Priests. The High Priest also wore a golden crown on his head
with the words “Holiness unto the Lord” inscribed on it.
This was a reminder that the Lord, God is a Holy God- “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole
earth is full of his glory.” Even the “Seraphim” who is the highest of all the angelic beings have covered
their faces so they cannot see the Holiness of God.
Continuing…
•

“At the sound of their voices, the doorposts and thresholds shook, and the temple was filled with
smoke.” Isaiah 6: 4

The seraphim acknowledge with their voices, lips, and mouths the glory of God. Their utterances and
praises are so loud that the doorposts shake from their sturdy foundation. The smoke paints the picture of
the Shekinah glory of the Lord—the smoke that comes from the Altar of Incense.
Continuing…
•

“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of
unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” Isaiah 6: 5

Isaiah, a Jew, is saying, I am “going to die” “Woe to me, I am ruined.” Why? Because he is sinful. He lives
with sinful people. And if that isn’t enough, Isaiah has SEEN the Holiness of The Lord.
Now, to understand and fully appreciate what is about to occur, keep in mind that every morning and every
evening, the Priests took hot coals from the Brazen Altar of Sacrifice located directly outside the Temple
area. The Brazen Altar of Sacrifice is where repentant Jews sacrificed an animal before the Lord as they
sought the atonement of God for their sins. The blood from the slaughtered animal would spill directly onto
the hot coals, and the blood would be embedded into them. These coals (with the blood on them) were
gathered and placed on the Altar of Incense located inside the Holy Place. The Priest would also put the
fragrances of myrrh and frankincense on the Altar of Incense as well. It was the coals (with the blood on
them), which “heated up” these fragrances. The cloud of smoke rose up from the Altar of Incense as a
sweet-smelling fragrance to the nostrils of the
Lord.
Continuing…
•

“Then one of the seraphs flew to me
with a live coal in his hand, which he
had taken with tongs from the altar.
With it, he touched my mouth and said,
“See, this has touched your lips; your
guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned
for.” Isaiah 6:6-7

One of the seraphs took coal from the Brazen
Altar and touched Isaiah’s lips with it. This coal has the “blood of the animal sacrifices” embedded
in it. It’s a picture of Jesus Christ, the spotless Passover Lamb. HIS blood takes away Isaiah’s sinhis sin is atoned for.
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That said, keep in mind that this passage:
❖ Was written in the “Old Covenant” to the Jews.
❖ Was a “picture” of Jesus, a Jew, who is the TRUE Lamb of God.
❖ Was written by Isaiah, who was a Jew.
Therefore,
❖ After realizing his sin…
❖ After confessing his sin…
❖ After having his sin atoned for…
…Isaiah hears the voice of God.
• “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?”
The word “us” is referring to the “Triune” He is God. ONE God-three distinct “Persons.”
Now, Isaiah is about to respond to God’s Call and is based on what just occurred. I am confident, Isaiah
said something like this. “The coal with the blood of ‘The Lamb’ has touched my sin and has taken my
sin away. I am forgiven. I must tell the Jews…
Today God is still calling, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?”
So, if you’ve believed the Gospel of Jesus Christ, you are NOW a “Priest” of the Most High God. Your
sins have been atoned for, your guilt has been taken away, and you have been saved. You have been MADE
Holy by the blood of Jesus Christ, and NOW you can serve and stand in the presence of a Holy God.
Therefore, how will you respond? I hope you will say…
“The blood of ‘The Lamb’ has touched my sin and has taken my sin away. I am forgiven. I must tell the
Jews that the “Old Covenant” is obsolete and that the “New Covenant” is HERE...

Let’s continue learning about God’s Trumpets…
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The Sounding of God’s Trumpets Continues
We now come to six prophesies made by the Prophet, Zechariah. We’ll look at four of his prophesies
following and the other two at the end of our journey.

Zechariah unveils how to Recognize the Soon Coming Messiah(His First Coming)
•

“Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you,
righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey… He
will proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the
ends of the earth.”

Zechariah unveils Messiah’s RETURN
(His Second Coming)
Will be Preceded with the Sounding of a Trumpet
Zechariah also said that Messiah will RETURN (Second Coming) with the sounding of a Trumpet.
•

“As for you, because of the blood of my
covenant with you, I will free your
prisoners from the waterless pit. Return
to your fortress, O prisoners of hope;
even now I announce that I will restore
twice as much to you. I will bend Judah
as I bend my bow and fill it with
Ephraim. I will rouse your sons, O Zion, against your sons, O Greece, and make you like a warrior’s
sword. Then the LORD will appear over them; his arrow will flash like lightning. The Sovereign
LORD will sound the trumpet; he will march in the storms of the south, and the LORD Almighty will
shield them. They will destroy and overcome with slingstones. They will drink and roar as with
wine; they will be full like a bowl used for sprinkling the corners of the altar. The LORD, their God,
will save them on that day as the flock of his people. They will sparkle in his land like jewels in a
crown. How attractive and beautiful they will be! Zechariah 9:9–17
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Zechariah unveils Jesus Christ will return to the
Mount of Olives
Zechariah also says that the
Messiah (Jesus Christ) will
return at the Mount of Olives (where
tourists are pictured). The Mount of
Olives is “East” of the Temple Mount
(located in Jerusalem) in the distance.
Therefore, “One Day,” the world’s
attention will be focused HERE.
•

“A day of the LORD is coming
when your plunder will be
divided among you. I will
gather all the nations to
Jerusalem to fight against it; the
city will be captured, the houses
ransacked, and the women
raped. Half of the city will go into exile, but the rest of the people will not be taken from the city.
Then the LORD will go out and fight against those nations, as he fights in the day of battle. On that
day, his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem…

Zechariah unveils that another “Great Earthquake” will occur in
Jerusalem when Jesus Christ RETURNS
Continuing in Zechariah…
There will be a Great Earthquake in Jerusalem when Jesus returns.
•

…and the Mount of Olives will be split in two from east to west, forming a great valley, with half
of the mountain moving north and half moving south. You will flee by my mountain valley, for it
will extend to Azel. You will flee as you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of
Judah…

Let’s review what causes an earthquake. To begin, the earth’s “surface” consists of “layers” of structure.
When a layer of the structure is “cracked,” it’s called a “fault line.” Therefore, when “rock” or “plates”
along these “fault lines” break or shifts (which can be caused for many different reasons), there’s a release
of energy which causes the ground to shake (“earthquake”). Most earthquakes are mild and produce little
to no damage. However, some earthquakes are so intense they can cause structures along the “fault lines”
to become severely damaged or even collapse. In other cases, an earthquake is so severe that the ground
literally “opens up” and swallows everything along it’s “fault line.”
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Interestingly, Israel has a significant “fault line,” which runs North and South of the Dead Sea. Because
this “fault line” in Israel is so severe, it is commonly compared to the “Andreas Fault” in California. And
as you can see from the picture, this “fault line” extends straight through Jerusalem.
That said, geological studies are always conducted before any new structures are built in Israel. Of interest
is the “Seven Arches Hotel,” which was slated to be built at the Mount of Olives.
The intent was to provide guests with “Spectacular” views of the Temple Mount,
like the views you see from the previous picture. However, it was determined that
the ground was “unstable” at the Mount of Olives and so the hotel was built
elsewhere. Therefore, when Zechariah made his prophecy about a Great
Earthquake that would split Jerusalem in half, he didn’t know there was a “fault
line” running through Jerusalem.
But God did!
You’ll recall that several significant “Great Earthquakes” are recorded in the
Bible.
A “Great Earthquake” occurred in Jerusalem when Jesus died.
➢ “From the sixth hour until the ninth hour, darkness came over all the land. About the ninth hour,
Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?”—which means, “My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s
calling Elijah.” Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put
it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink. The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if
Elijah comes to save him.” And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.
At that moment, the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, and
the rocks split. The tombs broke open, and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised
to life. They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus’ resurrection, they went into the holy city and
appeared to many people. When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw
the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the
Son of God!” Matthew 27:45–54
A “Great Earthquake” also occurred when Paul and Silas were in prison.
•

“Once when we [Paul and Silas] were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who
had a spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by
fortune-telling. This girl followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, “These men are servants of the
Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.” She kept this up for many days. Finally,
Paul became so troubled that he turned around and said to the spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ,
I command you to come out of her!” At that moment, the spirit left her. When the owners of the
slave girl realized that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and
dragged them into the marketplace to face the authorities. They brought them before the magistrates
and said, “These men are Jews, and are throwing our city into an uproar by advocating customs
unlawful for us Romans to accept or practice.” The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and
Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to be stripped and beaten. After they had been severely
flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. Upon
receiving such orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. About
midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were
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listening to them. Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison
were shaken. At once, all the prison doors flew open, and everybody’s chains came loose. The jailer
woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself
because he thought the prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all
here!” The jailer called for lights, rushed in, and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. He then
brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” They replied, “Believe in the Lord
Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” Then they spoke the word of the Lord to
him and to all the others in his house. At that hour of the night, the jailer took them and washed
their wounds; then immediately, he and all his family were baptized. The jailer brought them into
his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in
God—he
and
his
whole
family.
Acts
16:16–40
To appreciate the “Great Earthquake,”
which will occur when Jesus returns to the
Mount of Olives. Here is a picture, looking
out from the Mount of Olives. You’ll recall
we looked at this Jewish Cemetery earlier when we
examined the topic of “Resurrection.”
You’ll recall that surrounding the Temple Mount is
a large wall, and there are different “gates’ or
entrances. The most important gate is called the
“Golden Gate” or “Eastern Gate.” I have placed a
RED arrow so you can see exactly where the
“Golden Gate” is located. You will also recall that
the Jews are buried with their feet facing the “Golden
Gate” because they believe that when “Messiah”
arrives, they will be the first to be resurrected and
the first to walk into The Temple.
In this picture, you can see a close up of the
“Golden Gate.” However, there’s a Muslim
cemetery with numerous tombs in front of
it. Why?
Muslims are aware of “Biblical Prophecy,”
indicating the Jewish Messiah will return, and when
He does, He will enter through the “Golden Gate.”
They also know that “Jewish Custom” forbids Jews to have anything to do with anyone or anything that is
“unclean.”
Therefore, the Muslims have purposefully and defiantly blocked the entrance with their dead bodies. They
believe their “uncleanness” will prevent the Messiah from entering via the “Gold Gate.” Also, Muslims
buried here have been buried with their feet facing the Jewish Cemetery. They believe in the resurrection,
too, and believe they’ll be “physically” able to prevent Jesus and the Jews from entering the Temple via
the “Golden Gate” So, what will God do?
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When Jesus returns, there’ll be another “Great Earthquake” in Jerusalem. But this Great Earthquake will
split the Mount of Olives in TWO. And this Great Earthquake will cause the Muslim tombs, which are
blocking the “Golden Gate” to be swallowed up into the ground. Then, the Messiah will have a “clean and
clear” path into the entrance of The Temple.

Jesus Finally Arrives-His First Coming, Sound Trumpets
God is silent for 400-years.
Then John the Baptist announces, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes
away the sins of the world.” John 1:29, Jesus enters Jerusalem, “riding
on a donkey.” Matthew 21:1-11
Interestingly, the first mention of a donkey in the Bible is when
Abraham and Sarah grow impatient with God regarding a promised child. Sarah instructs Abraham to sleep
with her maidservant Hagar, and she births a child they name Ishmael. Ishmael becomes the father of all
the nations represented in the Middle East. The Bible says that Ishmael is a “wild donkey of a man”
(Genesis 16:12). That story is in sharp contrast to the Jewish Messiah who, instead of coming to earth with
a mighty army, came riding on a donkey to fulfill the prophet, Zechariah.
➢ “As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two
disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied
there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, tell
him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.” This took place to fulfill what
was spoken through the prophet: “Say to the Daughter of Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you,
gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” The disciples went and did as Jesus
had instructed them. They brought the donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus
sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from
the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed
shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
“Hosanna in the highest!” When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked,
“Who is this?” The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”
Matthew 21:1-11
But “His People,” the Jews, did not recognize Him, nor did they accept Him.

Jesus “Confirms” that God’s Trumpet Call Will Precede His Return (Second
Coming)
➢ Jesus said, “At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations
of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with
power and great glory. And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather
his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other…” Matthew 24:3–37

A Loud Voice LIKE a Trumpet-It’s JESUS
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We now come to the last book of the Bible, “Revelation.”
To begin, it’s essential to understand that the “Timeline of Events” recorded in Revelation will occur
in chronological order, precisely as John recorded them.
There are also MANY people, places, and events mentioned in Revelation. So, I will limit my
commentary to only the “essential” necessary to show you a “progression” leading to the RETURN
of Jesus Christ, which will occur after the “sounding” of TRUMPETS.
The background of “Revelation” is that said, “John” has been expelled to the “Island of Patmos.
It is also now about 65 years after Jesus’ departure.
Therefore, we are now in “Present Time” or in the “New Covenant.”
John begins by telling his readers that this book is the revelation of Jesus Christ, revealing “what must
soon take place.”
•

“The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take
place.

Throughout Scripture, God will often send “Angels” to His servants to reveal Himself, His Will, and
to give Prophesies (details about future events to come). So, God sends His “Angel” to John.
•

“He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who testifies to everything he
saw—that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ.”

John indicates that he is writing to “Seven Churches.”
•

To the seven churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you from him who is, and
who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, and from Jesus
Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the
earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and has made us to be
a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power forever and
ever.”

There are “Seven Spirits” in front of God’s Thorne.
John reminds those who will read or hear this “Revelation” that:
➢ Jesus Christ is the faithful witness,
➢ Jesus Christ is the firstborn from the dead,
➢ Jesus Christ is the ruler of the kings of the earth.
John also reminds those who will read or hear this “Revelation” that:
➢ Jesus Christ loves us.
➢ Jesus Christ has freed us from our sins by his blood.
➢ Jesus Christ has made us be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father.
“Now. John writes that when Jesus returns (His Second Coming), “every eye “will see Him.”
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•

“Amen. Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who
pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So, shall it be! Amen.”
Revelation 1:1–8

The fulfillment of this prophecy is NOW possible. With “cellular and internet” technology,
“someone(s)” is going be in Jerusalem as Jesus comes down from the clouds and will set foot on the
“Mount of Olives.”
Therefore, those who “see” Him will hold up their cell phone towards Jesus, and in an instant, the
ENTIRE World (“every eye”) will also see Jesus returning.
John then emphasizes that even the “unbelieving Jews” (“Those who pierced Him”) will see Him.
John makes this point because “unbelieving Jews” never accepted that Jesus is their Messiah. But
when “they” see Jesus on their cell phones or “live” (if they are near the Mount of Olives). Then “all
the peoples of the earth” (The World) will “mourn.” ALL will now understand that they were wrong.
Jesus Christ is, in fact-God.
John hears a loud voice LIKE a trumpet.
It’s Jesus.
•

I, John…was on the island of Patmos… On the
Lord’s Day, I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind
me a loud voice like a trumpet, which said: “Write
on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven
churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.” I turned
around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned, I saw seven golden lampstands,
and among the lampstands was someone “like a son of man…When I saw him, I fell at his feet as
though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and
the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive forever and ever! And I hold the
keys of death and Hades. “Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now, and what will take
place later. The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven golden
lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands
are the seven churches.” Revelation 1:9–20

Jesus instructs John to “what you have seen,” what is now,” and what will
take place later.”
Jesus also indicates that the “seven lampstands” are the “seven churches.”
Jesus then instructs John to write a letter to each of “Seven Churches.”
It’s Jesus’ Words but John’s “hand” who writes these “Seven Letters.”
John’s letters contain an admonishment for a specific “issue(s)” and a “Call to
Repentance.”
Jesus also offers a “Blessing” for obeying His instructions.
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It’s important to remember that each of these “Seven Letters” was written in “Present Time” or in the
“New Covenant.” Therefore, the admonition, call to repentance, and the benefits of obeying apply to
the “Church” TODAY and as well to individual Christians.
Before we look at the “Seven Letters,” let’s consider that today, there are “some” Christians who say,
“Since believers are now in the ‘New Covenant,’ Christians no longer need to repent for their sins.”
I believe those who say this, confuse forgiveness with repentance.
To begin, when you believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ, His Blood “covers” every one of your sins
(Past, Present, and Future).
It’s a “Done Deal.”
God, therefore, no longer sees your “sin” or your unrighteousness. Instead, God SEES the
righteousness of His Son, Jesus Christ-the Perfect Spotless Lamb. The Righteousness of Jesus Christ
has been “credited” (imputed) to your account.
That’s Good News!
There is nothing that you have done or will ever do to make God love you any less than He already
LOVES YOU!
Therefore, if you’ve believed the Gospel of Jesus Christ, you have total, full, and complete forgiveness
of sins. Again, that’s Good News!
Also, when you believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ, God “deposits” His Holy Spirit inside of you. The
“Same Power” (The Holy Spirit) that raised Jesus from the dead LIVES inside of you. That’s also
Good News!
However, we still live in a “Fallen World,” and the enemy (the serpent) still temps us.
Again, the “Good News” is that when we are tempted, God always provides a way out.
You Have the Power to say NO to sin!
But the truth is NO ONE always exercises their “Power to say no to sin,” and so every Christian still
sins (sometimes).
So, what is repentance?
Repentance is a “mindful” choice by a sinner to turn 180 degrees away from their sin.
Repentance is acknowledging that you have sinned and that you don’t want to sin again.
“God, I am sorry. I trusted in myself and not in You. Thank you for already forgiving me. Thank
you also for the Power of Your Holy Spirit living in me. The next time I am tempted, I will turn to
You and ask You to help me through the temptation.”
In conclusion, may ALL who call on the “Name of the Lord” have a “Repentant Spirit”-let repentance
begin with “me.”
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And as you read the following, please remember that Jesus is admonishing sin. He is also calling for
repentance and providing benefits for “listening and obeying.” Jesus is doing it “Present Time” or in
the “New Covenant.”
1. To the Church of Ephesus- “I know your deeds, your hard work, and your perseverance. I know
that you cannot tolerate wicked men, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but
are not and have found them false. You have persevered and have endured hardships for my
name and have not grown weary. Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first
love. Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at
first… “To him, who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in
the paradise of God.”
2. To the Church of Smyrna- “I know your afflictions and your poverty—yet you are rich! I know
the slander of those who say they are Jews and are not but are a synagogue of Satan. Do not be
afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test
you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I
will give you the crown of life… “He who overcomes will not be hurt at all by the second
death.”
3. To the Church of Pergamum- “I know where you live—where Satan has his throne. Yet you
remain true to my name. You did not renounce your faith in me, even in the days of Antipas,
my faithful witness, who was put to death in your city—where Satan lives. Nevertheless, I
have a few things against you: You have people there who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who
taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin by eating food sacrificed to idols and by committing
sexual immorality. Likewise, you also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans.
Repent, therefore… “To him, who overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will
also give him a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to him who receives
it.”
4. To the Church of Thyatira- “I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and
perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you did at first. Nevertheless, I have this
against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess. By her teaching,
she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols…
“To him, who overcomes and does my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations…I
will also give him the morning star.”
5. To the Church of Sardis- “I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are
dead. Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not found your deeds
complete in the sight of my God. Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard;
obey it, and repent… “He who overcomes will, like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot
out his name from the book of life but will acknowledge his name before my Father and his
angels.”
6. To the Church of Philadelphia- “I know your deeds…. I know that you have little strength, yet
you have kept my word and have not denied my name… Since you have kept my command to
endure patiently…I am coming soon…Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple
of my God. Never again will he leave it. I will write on him the name of my God and the name
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of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God;
and I will also write on him my new name.”
7. To the Church of Laodicea- I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you
were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about
to spit you out of my mouth. You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a
thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked. I counsel
you to buy from me gold refined in the fire so you can become rich, and white clothes to wear
so you can cover your shameful nakedness, and salve to put on your eyes so you can see…
Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will
come in and eat with him, and he with me. “To him, who overcomes, I will give the right to sit
with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne.”
As we close out, section one, and “God’s Trumpets” (Past), let’s examine “God’s Trumpets” (Present)
in section two.
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The People of the Bible…
The Places of the Bible…
The Events of the Bible…

…In the Land of the Bible
Come-Explore-Be Transformed

Page 251 ©2016 by Michael (Ben) Attar
You can read, download, or print this manuscript at www.GoodMoodFoundation.org

“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM
Subtitled “Sound the Trumpets in Zion”

Planning a Trip to Israel is as Easy as 1-2-3
4. Make the decision to GO!
5. Find a Church, Para-Church Ministry, or Tour Operator who is going to Israel. Or, get “someone” in
your Church or organization to lead the tour.
6. Then encourage your friends and “others” to go with you, too.

“Sound the Trumpets in Zion!”

“Next Year in Jerusalem – is Now!”
“And now, compelled by the Spirit,
I am going to Jerusalem!”
Acts 20:22
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Section Two
The Present
“The Last Trumpet” To Be Sounded –
Jesus GATHERS His Church-to Himself
God did NOT replace Israel with the Church.
The “Church of Jesus Christ” started as a Jewish Church, and though Israel, as a Nation, didn’t believe
Jesus was their Messiah, God did NOT replace Israel with the Church. Instead, God put Israel “aside” until
the “full measure of the Gentiles” (the “last Gentile” believes the Gospel of Jesus Christ). Today, the Jews
are still “looking” for Messiah to come and intend to build the Third Temple, where “daily sacrifices” will
be reinitiated, and “Temple Trumpets” sounded.
The Church is Waiting for the Sound of the “Last Trumpet”
Presently, God’s Church is waiting for the fifth Feast of “Trumpets” to be fulfilled. This will occur when
the “Last Trumpet” (Shofar) is sounded, and all believers will be “gathered” (raptured) to be with Jesus.
“We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.
For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.”
The Church is Entering a “New Season”
But who will blow the “Last Trumpet” and more importantly, how will the “Worldwide Church” hear it?
Yes, it’s possible one of God’s Angel’s will sound the “Last Trumpet” so His entire church can hear it. Or,
maybe God chooses “someone” to sound the “Shofar,” and it is “broadcast,” so everyone can hear.
However, perhaps we are entering a “Season” when God’s People are taught how to skillfully sound the
“Shofar.” Then the “Shofar” can be sounded to “Call God’s People to Worship” to begin every Christian
Church service and to start every Christian Para-Church venue and Christian event. And what if Christians
sounded the Shofar while visiting Israel and especially at the “Western Wall?” Could it be that “One Day”
so many “Shofars” are being sounded in the United States and around the World, that the “Last Trumpet”
is “SOUNDED” and the Worldwide Church can hear it? It’s possible, which is why MANY share this
vision. That said, God desires to be praised, especially with the sounding of the Trumpet. “Shout for joy to
the LORD, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music; make music to the LORD with the harp, with
the harp and the sound of singing, with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn.”
God’s Church Should be Sounding the Shofar
We are entering a “season” when God’s People are skillfully sounding the “Shofar” to call His People to
worship at the beginning of every Christian Church service and to start Christian Para-Church and Christian
events. Also, the Shofar is being sounded while Christians are visiting Israel and especially at the “Western
Wall?” God loves to be praised with the sounding of the Trumpet. “Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth,
burst into jubilant song with music; make music to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and the sound of
singing, with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn.”
The 9th of Av
To understand the Jewish People, we must celebrate their achievements and also sympathize with their
“calamities,” many of which occurred on the same day, the 9th of Av. Each year, Israel has a National Day
of Fasting called “Tisha B’ Av” in remembrance of these calamities. Then exactly “Five Weeks” after
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“Tisha B Av” is the “Feast of Trumpets.” But God was working “behind the scenes” to orchestrate Israel’s
return and restoration to the “Land” He had promised to them.
Israel’s first calamity was a calamity “of unbelief,” and set the stage for all the other calamities. To begin,
after the “exodus” from Egypt, Moses sent 12 spies to “scout out” the “Promised Land.” When they
returned, 10 of the spies “Trumpeted” a “bad report” and said Israel could not take the “Land” God had
promised them. Only 2 spies, Joshua and Caleb “believed” they could take the Land. But because of Israel’s
unbelief, God made the Israelites wander in the desert for 40 years until all the “unbelievers” had died.
Other calamities occurring on the 9th of Av., included the First and Second Temple being destroyed, the
First Crusade, the Jewish People being expelled from England and Spain, and the “official start” of the
Holocaust. However, as a direct result of the Holocaust, “The Land of Israel” was “returned” to the Jewish
People. On May 14, 1948, Israel was “Re-born,” and Jews from around the World began returning
“Home” (“Making Alijah”). Sound the Trumpets in Zion.
But Jerusalem, “City of God,” was not under Israeli control, so the Jewish People continued to end the
“Passover” with this prayer, “Next Year in Jerusalem” which expressed the Jewish People’s “Hope” that
“One Day,” Jews could once again celebrate Passover in Jerusalem. Again, by God’s miracle, on June 7,
1967, Israel won the “6 Day War” and recaptured Jerusalem and as Israel’s Defense Forces entered the
area of the “Western Wall,” Rabbi Shlomo Goren blew a “Shofar Trumpet” and quoted this verse, “When
you go into battle in your own land against an enemy who is oppressing you, sound a blast on the trumpets.
Then you will be remembered by the LORD your God and rescued from your enemies.”
Hallelujah Sound the Trumpet in Zion
Jerusalem is again under Israeli control as is Israel’s “Most Holy Site” the “Western Wall.” At the Western
Wall Jews and Christians can come to pray “there”-the only place on earth where there is 365/24/7 prayer.
The Jewish People’s 2,000-year-old prayer that ended Passover, “Next Year in Jerusalem,” is now a
reality. Passover can now be celebrated in Jerusalem. Therefore, “Next Year in Jerusalem-is Now!”
This is the “Day of The Lord.” It is Here and it is Coming
The Bible also declares a “Special Day” called “The Day of the Lord.” It is here, and it is coming.
Therefore, sound the Trumpets. “For the day of the LORD is near…Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the
alarm on my holy hill…for the day of the LORD is coming. It is close at hand.”
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The Sounding of God’s Trumpets Continues
At the Sound of the “Last Trumpet” – God’s Church is Gathered
To review:
1. Jesus died on Passover.
2. He was buried on Unleavened Bread
3. He rose from the dead on First Fruits
4. He sent down the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.
Currently, God’s Church is “Waiting” for the sound of the “Last Trumpet” (Shofar) when ALL “Believers”
will be taken away as Jesus “Gathers” (Raptures) His Church to Himself. This is symbolized by the Fifth
Feast- “Trumpets.”
•

“Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you…By this gospel, you are
saved… Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised
on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve.
After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom
are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles,
and last, of all, he appeared to me also… Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first
fruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the
dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ, all will be made alive. But
each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.
Then the end will come when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed
all dominion, authority, and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.
The last enemy to be destroyed is death… But someone may ask, “How are the dead raised? With
what kind of body will they come?” How foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it
dies. When you sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of
something else. But God gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of seed, he gives
its own body. All flesh is not the same: Men have one kind of flesh, animals have another, birds
another and fish another. There are also heavenly bodies, and there are earthly bodies, but the
splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is another. The
sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star in
splendor. So, will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is
raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised
in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is
also a spiritual body. So, it is written: “The first man Adam became a living being;” the last Adam,
a life-giving spirit. The spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and after that, the spiritual. The
first man was of the dust of the earth, the second man from heaven. As was the earthly man, so are
those who are of the earth; and as is the man from heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. And
just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness of the man from
heaven. I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does
the perishable inherit the imperishable. Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we
will all be changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet
will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable
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must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. When the perishable has
been clothed with the imperishable and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written
will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” “Where, O death, is your victory?
Where, O death, is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks
be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my dear brothers,
stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because
you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” 1 Corinthians 15:1–58
However, when I first heard that after the sound of the “Last
Trumpet. “ALL believers will be “Gathered” to be with Jesus in the
“air,” I didn’t believe it. “How is that even possible? I said to
myself. This instantaneous “Gathering” reminded me of the
“Transporter Room” from the series “Star Trek.” You’ll recall when
Captain Spock said, “Beam Me Up Scottie,” everyone was
immediately “transported” off the “Starship Enterprise.”
For me, there’s a vague similarity between being “Transported” and
being “Gathered.” But after studying the Bible and concluding that
the “Creator” created everything and that He set “Everything” into
motion.
So, if God wants to “transport” me off the earth in a “Flash”—at the “Twinkling of an eye” and at the
SOUND of the “Last Trumpet.” Then beam me up. I’m ready to GO! Are you?
•

“Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep or to grieve like the rest
of men, who have no hope. We believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God
will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. According to the Lord’s own word, we
tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede
those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord, himself will come down from heaven, with a loud
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ
will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so, we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage
each other with these words.” 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18

The Rapture of God’s Church is a Literal Event
Some Christians don’t believe in the “Rapture” because they say the term is not mentioned in the Bible.
That’s true, but the term “Trinity” (and other words) is not mentioned in the Bible, either. But the “Trinity”
is a fact! Let’s take a look.

“The Trinity”
ONE GODThree Persons
The term “Trinity” refers to each “Person” of the “Triune” Godhead.
1. God the Father
2. God the Son
3. God the Spirit individually and collectively
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▪
▪
▪
▪

The Son is NOT the Father
The Father is NOT the Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is NOT the Son
Yet ALL THREE are ONE.

The first glimpse of a Triune God is seen in Genesis.
•

“Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of
the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that
move along the ground” (Genesis 1:26).

There is only ONE God.
•

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one” (Deuteronomy 6:4).

Jesus and God are ONE, too.
As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment, heaven was opened…And a
voice from heaven said,
• “This is my Son, whom I love; with him, I am well pleased.” Matthew 3:16–17
• “I and the Father are one.” John 10:30
• “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.” John 14:9–11
All three Persons of the Trinity are ONE as well.
➢ Jesus said, “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—
the Spirit of truth…On that day, you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I
am in you… “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will
come to him and make our home with him…But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to
you.” John 14:15–27
The “Trinity” is not fully grasped by the minds of human beings. So, God provides “pictures.
For example, you’ll recall the three compartments of the Afikoman bag used during the Passover. The
“Middle” piece of Matzah is Jesus Christ, who was broken, wrapped, hidden, and found. So, if the middle
compartment represents Jesus, and it does, then the first compartment must represent the “Father” and the
third compartment must represent “The Holy Spirit.”
Another compelling picture of the Trinity is the Three Feasts; the Jews go to Jerusalem each year to
celebrate.
▪ Passover speaks of the Son- Jesus the Passover Lamb
▪ Pentecost speaks of the Holy Spirit- 3,000 Jews were saved that day ushering in the “Church.”
▪ Tabernacles speak of The Father- God chose to “dwell” in a Tabernacle and Temple.
In conclusion, the “Picture” of the “Trinity” is found throughout Scripture.
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That said, the “picture” for the “Rapture” is represented by the “Feast of Trumpets.” The “Last ‘Shofar’
Trumpet” will sound, and God’s Church will instantaneously disappear (Raptured) to be with Jesus.
But WHO will sound the “Last Trumpet” and more importantly, how will
the “Worldwide Church” hear it? Yes, maybe one of God’s Angel’s will
sound the “Last Trumpet” so His entire church can hear it. Or, perhaps
God chooses “someone” to sound the “Shofar,” and it is “broadcast,” so
everyone can hear it. Or, maybe we are entering a “Season” when God’s
People are taught how to skillfully sound the “Shofar.” Then the “Shofar”
can be sounded to “Call God’s People to Worship” to begin every
Christian Church service and to start every Christian Para-Church venue
and Christian event. And what if Christians sounded the Shofar while
visiting Israel and especially at the “Western Wall?” Could it be that “ONE DAY” so many “Shofars” are
being sounded in the United States and around the World, that the “Last Trumpet” is “SOUNDED” and
the Worldwide Church can hear it? It’s possible, which is why MANY share this vision.
Pictured I am blowing the Shofar.

The Church- God’s Peculiar People
Earlier, we looked at the fact that the Jewish People are a “Peculiar People” and that Israel is God’s
“Treasured Possession.” But after Jesus sent down His Precious Holy Spirit and the “Church Age” began,
the Church is also now God’s “Peculiar People.” In saying this, it’s important to remember that the Church
has NOT replaced Israel. Instead, both Israel and the Church are “Peculiar” to God. They are both HIS
“Treasured Possession.”
•

“As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him—
you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For in Scripture, it says: “See, I lay a
stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put
to shame.” Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, “The
stone the builders rejected has become the capstone,” and, “A stone that causes men to stumble and
a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what
they were destined for. But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his
wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” 1 Peter 2:4–12

•

“For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. It teaches us to say “No” to
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present
age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus
Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people
that are his very own.” Titus 2:11–14

There are many Churches in Israel, and throughout your tour of Israel, you will discover many of them.
And whenever you see or visit a “Church,” keep the term “Church Age” in mind.
However, let’s take a look at one church…
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Church of the Annunciation

The Church of the Annunciation is the location where the Angel Gabriel appeared to Mary (a virgin) and
proclaimed she would give birth to the Savior of the Jewish people. To fully appreciate the “virgin” birth
of Jesus Christ, we need to be reminded of “natural” and “supernatural” conception.
Natural Conception
During sexual intercourse, the “seed” of the father is deposited into the woman. The seed joins with the
“egg” of the mother, and “natural” conception occurs. That said, you’ll recall in The Garden, God
commanded that Adam and Eve could NOT eat from the “Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.” But
they ate from this Tree and sinned. Therefore, with every human conception moving forward, the “seed”
of a sinful father is deposited and joined with the “egg” of a sinful mother, and a SINFUL child was born.
Adam sinned; therefore, ALL sinned.
This is the reason why the Messiah could NOT be born through “natural” conception. To be a “perfect”
sacrifice, The Messiah had to be PERFECT-without sin. ONLY a sinless Messiah could “atone” and
take away the penalty for our sins.
Supernatural Conception
The first picture of “supernatural” conception occurred right after Adam and Eve sinned. God curses
SATAN (the serpent).
•

“And I [GOD] will put enmity Between you (the serpent) and the woman, And between your
seed (the serpent) and her Seed.” Genesis 3:15 NKJ

Keep in mind, “her Seed” is not saying that the woman has “seed.” A woman can ONLY provide the egg.
Instead, “her Seed” is referring to “God-The FATHER’S Seed” that will be deposited “in her.” God will
impregnate a woman with “HIS SEED” so that a SINLESS baby, The Messiah, would be born. Later, the
prophet Isaiah provides another picture regarding the “supernatural” conception. The Messiah will be born
of a “virgin”- a woman who has never had intercourse and had a man’s “seed” deposited inside of her.
•

“Hear now, you house of David…Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will
be with child and will give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel.” Isaiah 7:13–14
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In summary, The Holy Spirit “conceived Jesus Christ. God’s “SEED” was deposited into a “virgin
woman” who would birth The Messiah (supernatural conception).
•

“This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to
Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit.
Because Joseph, her husband, was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public
disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary
home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus because he will save his people from their sins.”
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will be with
child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”—which means, “God with us.”
Matthew 1:1–23

Unfortunately, some scoff at the concept of a “virgin birth” even within the church. How SAD! The “virgin
birth” is one of the essential pillars of the Christian faith. Without a “virgin birth,” our faith is in vain.
ONLY a sinless Messiah can destroy sin (the serpent) hell and the grave.
Now, let’s review the life and ministry of Jesus Christ…

Page 260 ©2016 by Michael (Ben) Attar
You can read, download, or print this manuscript at www.GoodMoodFoundation.org

“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM
Subtitled “Sound the Trumpets in Zion”

The Life and Ministry of Jesus Christ
Church of the Nativity

On your tour to Israel, you will visit the “Church of the Nativity” in Bethlehem and is the site where
Jesus Christ was born. Your tour bus will go through a series of checkpoints as you prepare to enter
Bethlehem, which is in Palestinian controlled territory. As no Israelis can cross, your tour guide will most
likely not be able to stay on the bus with your group. However, your Israeli bus driver has ‘special
permission’ to crossover. A Christian Palestinian guide will join your group and provide details about the
church, points of interest, and shopping options.
•

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east
came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his
star in the east and have come to worship him.” When King Herod heard this, he was disturbed,
and all Jerusalem with him. When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers
of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied,
“for this is what the prophet has written: “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no
means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd
of my people Israel.’” Matthew 1:18-2:6

Jesus was born in Bethlehem, just as the Scriptures foretold. Interestingly, “Bethlehem” means
“House of Bread.” Jesus is the “Bread of Life.”

➢ “When they found him on the other side of the lake (Lake of Galilee), they asked him, “Rabbi,
when did you get here?” Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, you are looking for me, not because
you saw miraculous signs but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. Do not work for food
that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. On him,
God the Father has placed his seal of approval.” Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the
works God requires?” Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.”
So, they asked him, “What miraculous sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you?
Page 261 ©2016 by Michael (Ben) Attar
You can read, download, or print this manuscript at www.GoodMoodFoundation.org

“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM
Subtitled “Sound the Trumpets in Zion”

What will you do? Our forefathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written: ‘He gave them bread
from heaven to eat.’” Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, it is not Moses who has given you the
bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of
God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” “Sir,” they said, “from now
on, give us this bread.” Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will
never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty. But as I told you, you have seen
me, and still, you do not believe. All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes
to me I will never drive away. For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the
will of him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that
he has given me but raise them up at the last day. For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks
to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.” At
this, the Jews began to grumble about him because he said, “I am the bread that came down from
heaven.” They said, “Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How
can he now say, ‘I came down from heaven’?” “Stop grumbling among yourselves,” Jesus
answered. “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise him
up at the last day. It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who
listens to the Father and learns from him comes to me. No one has seen the Father except the one
who is from God; only he has seen the Father. I tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting
life. I am the bread of life. Your forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they died. But here is
the bread that comes down from heaven, which a man may eat and not die. I am the living
bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. This
bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” Then the Jews began to argue
sharply among themselves, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” Jesus said to them, “I tell
you the truth unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in
you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last
day. For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my
blood remains in me, and I in him. Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father,
so the one who feeds on me will live because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven.
Your forefathers ate manna and died, but he who feeds on this bread will live forever.” He said this
while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum.” John 6:25–59

Capernaum
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Capernaum is often referred to as “Jesus’ City.”
➢ “Leaving Nazareth, he [Jesus] went and lived in
Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and
Naphtali— to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah:
“Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the sea,
along the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the people living
in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land
of the shadow of death a light has dawned.” From that time
on, Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is near.” Matthew 4:12–17
Capernaum is also referred to as “His Own City,” where Jesus
heals a paralytic.
➢ “Jesus stepped into a boat, crossed over, and came to his own
town. Some men brought to him a paralytic, lying on a mat.
When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven.” At
this, some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, “This fellow is blaspheming!” Knowing
their thoughts, Jesus said, “Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts? Which is easier: to
say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? But so, that you may know that the Son
of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins…. Then he said to the paralytic, “Get up, take your
mat and go home. And the man got up and went home.” Matthew 9:1–8
Jesus explains what it means to be great.
➢ “They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What were you arguing
about on the road?” But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who was the
greatest. Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “If anyone wants to be first, he must be
the very last, and the servant of all.” Mark 9:33–35
Jesus heals the Centurion’s servant in Capernaum.
➢ “When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. “Lord,” he said,
“my servant lies at home paralyzed and in terrible suffering.” Jesus said to him, “I will go and heal
him.” The centurion replied, “Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say
the word, and my servant will be healed. For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under
me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do
this,’ and he does it.” When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those following him, “I
tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. I say to you that many
will come from the east and the west and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into
the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Then Jesus said to the centurion,
“Go! It will be done just as you believed it would.” And his servant was healed at that very hour.”
Matthew 8:5–13
Jesus opens the eyes of two blind mean in Capernaum.
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➢ “As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, calling out, “Have mercy on us, Son
of David!” When he had gone indoors, the blind men came to him, and he asked them, “Do you
believe that I am able to do this?” “Yes, Lord,” they replied. Then he touched their eyes and said,
“According to your faith will it be done to you;” and their sight was restored.” Matthew 9:27-30
Jesus pays the Temple tax with money from a fish.
➢ “After Jesus and his disciples arrived in Capernaum, the collectors of the two-drachma tax came to
Peter and asked, “Doesn’t your teacher pay the temple tax?” “Yes, he does,” he replied. When Peter
came into the house, Jesus was the first to speak. “What do you think, Simon?” he asked. “From
whom do the kings of the earth collect duty and taxes—from their own sons or from others?” “From
others,” Peter answered. “Then the sons are exempt,” Jesus said to him. “But so, that we may not
offend them, go to the lake and throw out your line. Take the first fish you catch; open its mouth,
and you will find a four-drachma coin. Take it and give it to them for my tax and yours.” Matthew
17:24–27
Jesus condemns unrepentant cities, including Capernaum.
➢ Jesus began to denounce the cities in which most of his miracles had been performed because they
did not repent. “Woe to you, Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! If the miracles that were performed
in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and
ashes. But I tell you, it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgment than for
you. And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the skies? No, you will go down to the depths.
If the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Sodom, it would have remained
to this day. But I tell you that it will be more bearable for Sodom on the day of judgment than for
you.” Matthew 11:20–24
Jesus casts out evil spirits from a man in Capernaum Synagogue.
➢ “In the synagogue, there was a man possessed by a demon, an evil spirit. He cried out at the top of
his voice, “Ha! What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know
who you are—the Holy One of God!” “Be quiet!” Jesus said sternly. “Come out of him!” Then
the demon threw the man down before them all and came out without injuring him. All the people
were amazed and said to each other, “What is this teaching? With authority and power, he gives
orders to evil spirits, and they come out!” Luke 4:31-34

Mount Precipice
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Here on Mount Precipice, you
will take in breathtaking
views of Nazareth and Mount
Tabor
(The
Mountain
of
Transfiguration). Jesus is the Great
Physician, but many were furious with
Him. They wanted to throw Jesus off
this mountain.
➢ “All spoke well of him and
were amazed at the gracious
words that came from his lips.
“Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked. Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to
me: ‘Physician, heal yourself! Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in
Capernaum.’” “I tell you the truth,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his hometown. I assure
you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a
half years, and there was a severe famine throughout the land. Yet Elijah was not sent to any of
them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. And there were many in Israel with
leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—only Naaman the
Syrian.” All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. They got up, drove
him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill (Mount Precipice) on which the town
was built, in order to throw him down the cliff. But he walked right through the crowd and went
on his way. Luke 4:22–30

Sea of Galilee
Jesus spent most of the
three years of His
ministry along the shores
of the Sea of Galilee. Jesus gave
more than half of His parables and
performed most of his miracles at the
Sea of Galilee. The Sea of Galilee is
mentioned in the Bible by three other
names.
1. The Sea of Kinnereth
(or Chinnereth)
2. The Sea of Tiberius
3. The
Lake
of
Gennesareth.
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At the Sea of Galilee, you’ll board the “Jesus Boat” and take a cruise down memory lane as Jesus’ earthly
ministry centered on and around the Sea of Galilee.
Jesus recruits Simon and Peter to be His disciples.
➢ As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers,
Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net
into the lake, for they were fishermen. “Come, follow me,” Jesus
said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” At once, they left their
nets and followed him.” Matthew 4:12-23
Jesus recruits James and John.
➢ “One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesareth, [Sea of Galilee] with the people
crowding around him and listening to the word of God, he saw at the water’s edge two boats, left
there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging
to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from
the boat. When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water and let down
the nets for a catch.” Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught
anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” When they had done so, they caught
such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. So, they signaled their partners in the
other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to
sink. When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am
a sinful man!” For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken,
and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. Then Jesus said to Simon,
“Don’t be afraid; from now on, you will catch men.” So, they pulled their boats up on shore, left
everything, and followed him. Luke 5:1–11

Jesus recruits Philip and Nathanael.
➢ “The next day, Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me…
Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and
about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” “Nazareth! Can
anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. “Come and see,” said Philip. When Jesus saw
Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here is a true Israelite, in whom there is nothing false.”
“How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under
the fig tree before Philip called you.” Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God;
you are the King of Israel.” John 1:35–49
Jesus recruits Levi, a tax collector.
➢ “Once again, Jesus went out beside the lake…he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting
at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed him.” Mark
2:13–17
Jesus sat in a boat and taught a large crowd through “parables.”
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•

“Again, Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd that gathered around him was so large that he
got into a boat and sat in it on the lake, while all the people were along the shore at that water’s
edge. He taught them many things in parables.” Mark 4:1–41

Jesus calms the storm.
➢ “Then he got into the boat, and his disciples followed him. Without warning, a furious storm
came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. The disciples
went and woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!” He replied, “You of little
faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was
completely calm. The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the winds
and the waves obey him!” Matthew 8:23–27
Jesus walks on water.
➢ “During the fourth watch of the night, Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. When the
disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said and cried out
in fear. But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” “Lord, if it’s
you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” “Come,” he said. Then Peter got down
out of the boat, walked on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was
afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus reached out his hand
and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?” And when they climbed into
the boat, the wind died down. Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you
are the Son of God.” Matthew 14:25–33
Jesus continues with His ministry and heals a man with leprosy.
➢ “Let us go somewhere else—to the nearby villages—so I can preach there also. That is why I
have come.” So, he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out
demons.” A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, “If you are willing,
you can make me clean.” Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the
man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” Immediately the leprosy left him, and he was cured.
Mark 1:38–42
Jesus heals ten lepers on His way to Jerusalem along Samaria and Galilee.
➢ “Now, on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee.
As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance and
called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” When he saw them, he said, “Go,
show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed. One of them, when he
saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. He threw himself at Jesus’ feet
and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan. Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are
the other nine? Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” Then
he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you well.” Luke 17:11–19
Jesus proclaims the Great Commission.
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➢ “Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When
they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am with you always, to the very end
of the age.” Matthew 28:16–20
Jesus predicts His crucifixion and resurrection.
➢ “When they [His disciples] came together in Galilee, he said to them, “The Son of Man is going to
be betrayed into the hands of men. They will kill him, and on the third day, he will be raised to
life.” And the disciples were filled with grief.” Matthew 17:22–23
Jesus heals the son of a Royal Official.
➢ “After the two days, he [Jesus] left for Galilee…When he arrived in Galilee, the Galileans
welcomed him. They had seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, for they
also had been there. Once more, he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned the water into
wine. And there was a certain royal official whose son lay sick at Capernaum. When this man
heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and begged him to come and
heal his son, who was close to death. “Unless you people see miraculous signs and wonders,”
Jesus told him, “you will never believe.” The royal official said, “Sir, come down before my
child dies.” Jesus replied, “You may go. Your son will live.” The man took Jesus at his word
and departed. While he was still on the way, his servants met him with the news that his boy
was living. When he inquired as to the time when his son got better, they said to him, “The
fever left him yesterday at the seventh hour.” Then the father realized that this was the exact
time at which Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” So, he and all his household believed.
This was the second miraculous sign that Jesus performed, having come from Judea to Galilee.”
John 4:43–54

God’s Miraculous Provision of Food- Church of the Multiplication
Jesus feeds 5,000 people.
Therefore, in remembrance that Jesus fee the
5,000 at Galilee., let’s go to the Church of the
Multiplication in Tabgha, you’ll see a
dramatic mosaic floor with “fish and bread.”
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This will remind you of Jesus’s miraculous provision of food when He took five barley loaves of bread
along with two fish and fed 5,000 people. God wants us to know that He is a God who provides because
the feeding of the 5,000 is mentioned in all four Gospels. No other miracle Jesus performed is recorded
four times. Interestingly, in both the account of the prophet Elisha and Jesus, with the feeding of 5,000 and
4,000, there is always more leftover.
An Israeli breakfast and dinner served buffet style is most likely part of your Tour package.
You won’t go hungry, that’s for sure!
Jesus came to do the Father’s work-the work of
redemption which He completed.
➢ Jesus said, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me
and to finish his work.” John 4:31–35
God is a God of miraculous abundance and there are many
stories in the Bible about God’s goodness and His rich supply
of “food.”
The first account of God’s miraculous provision of food is
in the Garden of Eden, where God, Himself, plants a garden with all kinds of trees suitable for
eating.
• “Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had
formed. And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were
pleasing to the eye and good for food.” Genesis 2:8–9
After the Nation of Israel left Egypt, God miraculously provides them with manna and quail.
•

“Then the LORD said to Moses, “I will rain down bread from heaven for you... “You will know
that it was the LORD when he gives you meat to eat in the evening and all the bread you want
in the morning…That evening quail came and covered the camp… When the Israelites saw it,
they said to each other, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them,
“It is the bread the LORD has given you to eat.” Exodus 16:4–18

God miraculously provides food for the prophet Elijah.
•

“Then the word of the LORD came to Elijah: “Leave here, turn eastward, and hide in the Kerith
Ravine, east of the Jordan. You will drink from the brook, and I have ordered the ravens to
feed you there…The ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning and bread and meat
in the evening, and he drank from the brook.” 1 Kings 17:1–6

God continues to miraculously provide food for the prophet Elijah.
•

“Sometime later the brook dried up because there had been no rain in the land…I have
commanded a widow in that place to supply you with food.” So, he went to Zarephath. When
he came to the town gate, a widow was there gathering sticks. He called to her and asked,
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“Would you bring me a little water in a jar so I may have a drink?” As she was going to get it,
he called, “And bring me, please, a piece of bread.” “As surely as the LORD your God lives,”
she replied, “I don’t have any bread—only a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. I
am gathering a few sticks to take home and make a meal for myself and my son, that we may
eat it—and die.” Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid. Go home and do as you have said. But
first, make a small cake of bread for me from what you have and bring it to me, and then make
something for yourself and your son. For this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘The
jar of flour will not be used up, and the jug of oil will not run dry until the day the LORD gives
rain on the land.’” She went away and did as Elijah had told her. So, there was food every day
for Elijah, and for the woman and her family. For the jar of flour was not used up and the jug
of oil did not run dry, in keeping with the word of the LORD spoken by Elijah.” 1 Kings 17:7–
16
Another of God’s prophets, Elisha, turns little oil into an abundance.
•

“The wife of a man from the company of the prophets cried out to Elisha, “Your servant my
husband is dead, and you know that he revered the LORD. But now his creditor is coming to
take my two boys as his slaves.” Elisha replied to her, “How can I help you? Tell me, what do
you have in your house?” “Your servant has nothing there at all,” she said, “except a little oil.”
Elisha said, “Go around and ask all your neighbors for empty jars. Don’t ask for just a few.
Then go inside and shut the door behind you and your sons. Pour oil into all the jars, and as
each is filled, put it to one side.” She left him and afterward shut the door behind her and her
sons. They brought the jars to her, and she kept pouring. When all the jars were full, she said
to her son, “Bring me another one.” But he replied, “There is not a jar left.” Then the oil stopped
flowing. She went and told the man of God, and he said, “Go, sell the oil and pay your debts.
You and your sons can live on what is left.” 2 Kings 4:1–7

A man brings Elisha 20 loaves of barley bread, and Elijah turns it into an abundance, too.
•

“Give it to the people to eat,” Elisha said. “How can I set this before a hundred men?” his
servant asked. But Elisha answered, “Give it to the people to eat. For this is what the LORD
says: ‘They will eat and have some leftover.’” Then he set it before them, and they ate and had
some leftover, according to the word of the LORD.” 2 Kings 4:42–44

Let’s continuing reviewing some of the many things Jesus did by the Sea of Galilee.
Jesus reminds his disciples to be on guard against the “leaven” of the Pharisees and Sadducees.
➢ “When they went across the lake, the disciples forgot to take bread. “Be careful,” Jesus said to
them. “Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” They discussed this
among themselves and said, “It is because we didn’t bring any bread.” Aware of their discussion,
Jesus asked, “You of little faith, why are you talking among yourselves about having no bread? Do
you still not understand? Don’t you remember the five loaves for the five thousand, and how many
basketfuls you gathered? Or the seven loaves for the four thousand, and how many basketfuls you
gathered? How is it you don’t understand that I was not talking to you about bread? But be on your
guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” Then they understood that he was not
telling them to guard against the yeast used in bread, but against the teaching of the Pharisees and
Sadducees.” Matthew 16:5–12
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Jesus appears to His disciples after His resurrection and causes a miraculous catching of fish.
➢ “Afterward, Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Tiberias. It happened this way:
Simon Peter, Thomas (called Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and
two other disciples were together. “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said,
“We’ll go with you.” So, they went out and got into the boat, but that night, they caught nothing.
Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. He
called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” “No,” they answered. He said, “Throw your
net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul
the net in because of the large number of fish. Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It
is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment
around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. The other disciples followed in the
boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. When they
landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it and some bread. Jesus said to them,
“Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net
ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them,
“Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it
was the Lord. Jesus came, took the bread, and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This
was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead.” John
21:1–14
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Beit Shean- Jesus Heals the Demon-Possessed
When you tour Israel,
you will visit “Beit
Shean” (pictured). To
the very far right of the picture,
you can see a walking path that
goes up the mountain. You will
want to walk up the hill and
look over the city. And as you
take in the breathtaking views,
try to imagine how this city
might once have seemed. The
remains of the toppled city will
give you a starting point of
reference to visualize the
enormity of the city and how
one earthquake took it down.
Beit Shean is also a Biblical
site that speaks of Jesus’s
willingness to heal those with
various sicknesses and infirmities, including those possessed by demonic and evil spirits.
Of all the miracles recorded in Scripture by Jesus, the casting out of demons and evil spirits is
mentioned most often.
•

“Those troubled by evil spirits were cured.” Luke 6:17–19

Jesus heals a man from an evil spirit, and that man (now in his right mind) goes throughout the
Decapolis Cities, telling everyone about Jesus.
➢ “They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes [these are cities east of the Sea of Galilee
and the Jordan River]. When Jesus got out of the boat, a man with an evil spirit came from the
tombs to meet him. This man lived in the tombs, and no one could bind him anymore, not even
with a chain. For he had often been chained hand and foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke
the irons on his feet. No one was strong enough to subdue him. Night and day among the tombs
and in the hills, he would cry out and cut himself with stones. When he saw Jesus from a distance,
he ran and fell on his knees in front of him. He shouted at the top of his voice, “What do you want
with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? Swear to God that you won’t torture me!” For Jesus
had said to him, “Come out of this man, you evil spirit!” Then Jesus asked him, “What is your
name?” “My name is Legion,” he replied, “for we are many.” And he begged Jesus again and again
not to send them out of the area. A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside. The
demons begged Jesus, “Send us among the pigs; allow us to go into them.” He gave them
permission, and the evil spirits came out and went into the pigs. The herd, about two thousand in
number, rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned. Those tending the pigs ran
off and reported this in the town and countryside, and the people went out to see what had
happened. When they came to Jesus, they saw the man who had been possessed by the legion of
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demons, sitting there, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid…As Jesus was getting
into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him. Jesus did not let
him, but said, “Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and
how he has had mercy on you.” So, the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how
much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed.” Mark 5:1-20 (Pictured is
Michelle).
Jesus continues to heal MANY people in and around the Decapolis Cities.
•

“Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the
kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. News about him spread all
over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe
pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed, and he healed them. Large
crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and the region across the Jordan followed
him.” Matthew 4:25

Jesus heals a woman crippled by a “spirit” (of Satan), and then she praises God.
➢ “On a Sabbath, Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, and a woman was there who had
been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all.
When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, “Woman, you are set free from your
infirmity.” Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God.”
Luke 13:10–13
Jesus heals a man who was demon-possessed and could not talk.
•

“While they were going out, a man who was demon-possessed and could not talk was brought to
Jesus. And when the demon was driven out, the man who had been mute spoke. The crowd was
amazed and said, “Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel.” Matthew 9:32–33

Jesus casts out evil spirits from a mother’s demonic daughter.
➢ “Jesus left that place and went to the vicinity of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone
to know it, yet he could not keep his presence secret. In fact, as soon as she heard about him, a
woman whose little daughter was possessed by an evil spirit came and fell at his feet. The woman
was a Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia. She begged Jesus to drive the demon out of her daughter.
“First, let the children eat all they want,” he told her, “for it is not right to take the children’s bread
and toss it to their dogs.” “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “but even the dogs under the table eat the
children’s crumbs.” Then he told her, “For such a reply, you may go; the demon has left your
daughter.” She went home and found her child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.” Mark 7:2430 (the same account is in Matthew 15:21-28)
Jesus casts out a demon from a fathers’ son.
➢ “When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and the teachers of
the law arguing with them… “What are you arguing with them about?” he asked. A man in the
crowd answered, “Teacher, I brought you my son, who is possessed by a spirit that has robbed him
of speech. Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his
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teeth, and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could not.” “O
unbelieving generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up
with you? Bring the boy to me.” So, they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately
threw the boy into a convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth.
Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been like this?” “From childhood,” he answered.
“It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But if you can do anything, take pity on us
and help us.” “‘If you can’?” said Jesus. “Everything is possible for him who believes.”
Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!” When
Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the evil spirit. “You deaf and mute
spirit,” he said, “I command you, come out of him and never enter him again.” The spirit shrieked,
convulsed him violently, and came out. The boy looked so much like a corpse that many said, “He’s
dead.” But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him to his feet, and he stood up. After Jesus had
gone indoors, his disciples asked him privately, “Why couldn’t we drive it out?” He replied, “This
kind can come out only by prayer.” Mark 9:14–29 (the same account is mentioned in Matthew
17:14-21)
Jesus heals two demon-possessed men.
•

“When he arrived at the other side in the region of the Gadarenes, two demon-possessed men
coming from the tombs met him. They were so violent that no one could pass that way. “What
do you want with us, Son of God?” they shouted. “Have you come here to torture us before the
appointed time?” Some distance from them a large herd of pigs was feeding. The demons
begged Jesus, “If you drive us out, send us into the herd of pigs.” He said to them, “Go!” So,
they came out and went into the pigs, and the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the
lake and died in the water. Those tending the pigs ran off, went into the town, and reported all
this, including what had happened to the demon-possessed men. Then the whole town went out
to meet Jesus. And when they saw him, they pleaded with him to leave their region. Matthew
8:28–34

Jesus preached in synagogues and drove out demons.
•

“So, he [Jesus] traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons.”
Mark 1:39

Jesus drives out many demons.
•

“When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to him, and he drove out
the spirits with a word and healed all the sick. This was to fulfill what was spoken through the
prophet Isaiah: “He took up our infirmities and carried our diseases.” Matthew 8:16–17

Jesus cured Mary (Magdalene), who had seven demons cast out of her.
•

“The Twelve were with him, and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and
diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out.” Luke 8:1–2

Jesus gives his twelve disciples the authority to drive out demons, too.
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➢ “He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal
every disease and sickness. These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called
Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and
Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus;
Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. These twelve Jesus sent out with the
following instructions: “Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. Go
rather to the lost sheep of Israel. As you go, preach this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is near.’
Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons.” Matthew 10:1–8
Someone besides Jesus and His disciples cast out demons.
➢ “Teacher,” said John, “we saw a man driving out demons in your name, and we told him to stop
because he was not one of us.” “Do not stop him,” Jesus said. “No one who does a miracle in my
name can in the next moment say anything bad about me, for whoever is not against us is for us.”
Mark 9:38–40
Jesus was accused of being Demon possessed.
➢ “The Jews answered him, “Aren’t we right in saying that you are a Samaritan and demonpossessed?” “I am not possessed by a demon,” said Jesus, “but I honor my Father, and you
dishonor me. I am not seeking glory for myself, but there is one who seeks it, and he is the judge.
I tell you the truth, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” At this, the Jews exclaimed,
“Now we know that you are demon-possessed! Abraham died, and so did the prophets, yet you
say that if anyone keeps your word, he will never taste death. Are you greater than our father,
Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. Who do you think you are?” Jesus replied, “If I glorify
myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as your God, is the one who glorifies
me. Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar like you, but I
do know him and keep his word. Your father, Abraham rejoiced, at the thought of seeing my day;
he saw it and was glad.” “You are not yet fifty years old,” the Jews said to him, “and you have
seen Abraham!” “I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!”” John
8:48–58
Jesus appoints 72 disciples and sends them out two by two. They also cast our demons.
•

“After this, the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every
town and place where he was about to go... The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord,
even the demons submit to us in your name.” Luke 10:1-17

Not only did Jesus heal those who were possessed by demons and evil spirits. Jesus, Himself, was
tempted by Satan-the Devil. Also, Jesus was accused of being Demon possessed.
➢ “Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert,
where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end
of them, he was hungry. The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become
bread.” Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone.’” The devil led him up
to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. And he said to him, “I
will give you all their authority and splendor, for it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone
I want to. So, if you worship me, it will all be yours.” Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the
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Lord your God and serve him only.’” The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the
highest point of the Temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here.
For it is written: “‘He will command his angels concerning you to guard you carefully; they will
lift you up in their hands so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” Jesus answered, “It
says: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” When the devil had finished, all this tempting,
he left him until an opportune time.” Luke 4:1–13
Biblically speaking, a Christ-follower CANNOT be possessed by evil spirits. This is because Christfollowers are indwelt with the Holy Spirit. Yes, Christ-followers can be attacked “externally,” but NO
devil, demon, or evil spirit can ever possess a Christ-follower. That said, when an evil spirit is cast out of
an unbeliever, it is so the unbeliever will BELIEVE. Then the Holy Spirit can take up residence in the
NEW believers “house.” However, if an evil spirit is cast out of an unbeliever, and he or she does not
BELIEVE-the evil spirit may come back and bring his evil spirit friends with him.
➢ “When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not
find it. Then it says, ‘I will return to the house I left.’ When it arrives, it finds the house
unoccupied, swept clean and put in order. Then it goes and takes with it seven other spirits
more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condition of that man is
worse than the first. That is how it will be with this wicked generation.” Matthew 12:43–45

“Hebrews”-Jesus is Greater
The book of Hebrews is my favorite book. The writer of Hebrews (unknown Hebrew Christian author)
outlines how Jesus is GREATER than anyone or anything the Old Covenant had to offer. The
writer begins by reminding us that God initially spoke through the Old Testament. Then the writer
provides a discourse on who is Jesus Christ.
•

“In the past, God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various
ways.” “But in these last days, he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all
things, and through whom he made the universe. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and
the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had
provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. So, he
became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs.”
Hebrews 1:2–4

Jesus Christ is the heir of all things.
•

“I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.” I will proclaim the decree of the LORD: He
said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father. Ask of me, and I will make the
nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession. You will rule them with an iron
scepter; you will dash them to pieces like pottery.” Psalm 2:6–9

In the following parable, the landowner (God) allows tenants (the Jewish people) to enjoy the blessings
of provision and prosperity in His house. God just wanted their obedience, honor, and glory, but it was
not given to Him. So, God sent His servants—the prophets, to warn and reprimand the tenants. But
they mistreated and killed the prophets. God sent his Son Jesus Christ, but they killed him as well.
God then gave His blessings to other tenants—The Gentiles.
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➢ Jesus said, “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put
a wall around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to
some farmers and went away on a journey. When the harvest time approached, he sent his
servants to the tenants to collect his fruit. “The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed
another, and stoned a third. Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and
the tenants treated them the same way. Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect
my son,’ he said. “But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir.
Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ So, they took him and threw him out of the
vineyard and killed him. “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to
those tenants?” “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will rent
the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time.” He will
bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will rent the vineyard to other
tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time.” Matthew 21:33–42
Jesus Christ is the creator of all things.
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

R-rivers
O-oceans
M-man
A-animals
N-nature
S-stars and the sky

Jesus Christ is the radiance or brightness of God's glory.
•

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was
with God in the beginning. Through him, all things were made; without him, nothing was made
that has been made. In him was life, and that life was
• the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.” John
1:1–5
➢ Jesus said, “This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead
of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light and will not come
into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into
the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God.”
John 3:19–21
Jesus Christ is the exact representation of God, sustaining all things by His powerful word.
•

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him, all things
were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers
or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He is before all things, and
in him, all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning
and the firstborn from among the dead so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For
God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself
all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood,
shed on the cross.” Colossians 1:15–20

Jesus Christ has provided purification for sins.
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The tabernacle (we’ll look at this in more detail in the next section) and the sacrificial system of the
Old Testament has been abolished through the finished, atoning, and substitution work of Jesus Christ.
God no longer requires sinners to bring sacrifices for the atonement of their sins. Instead, God has
provided a sin substitute, a perfect sacrifice in our place. God’s only requirement is that we believe by
faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ.
Jesus Christ sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in Heaven.
There were no seats in and around the tabernacle structure. No High Priest or priest could ever sit
down and rest from the work of sacrificing. But because of the finished work of Jesus Christ, He sits
down at the right hand of God, but why the right side and not the left? The judge of the Sanhedrin (the
Supreme Court of the day) sat at the center of a table with scribes on his left and his right. The scribes
on the left side handed out condemnation and judgment, while the scribes on the right-hand side
handed out acquittals. When believers come to the Father through Jesus Christ, He hands out
acquittals. There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ.
Jesus Christ is the Son.
God has a Son, and He came into the world through a virgin birth. Jesus Christ was also fully declared
to be the Son of God through his resurrection from the dead.
•

“Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be with child and give
birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the
Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he
will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end...So, the holy one to
be born will be called the Son of God.” Luke 1:26–35

Jesus Christ is greater than the prophets and angels.
•

“So, he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior to
theirs.” Hebrews 1:1–9

Jesus Christ is greater than Moses.
•

“Fix your thoughts on Jesus, the apostle, and high priest whom we confess. He was faithful
to the one who appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all God’s house. Jesus has been
found worthy of greater honor than Moses…Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s
house, testifying to what would be said in the future. But Christ is faithful as a son over God’s
house.” Hebrews 3:1–6

Jesus Christ is greater than Joshua.
•

“For somewhere, he has spoken about the seventh day in these words: “And on the seventh
day, God rested from all his work…For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have
spoken later about another day. There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; for
anyone who enters God’s rest also rests from his own work, just as God did from his. Let us,
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therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will fall by following their
example of disobedience.” Hebrews 4:3–1
Jesus Christ is greater than the Aaronic Priesthood.
•

“Therefore, he is able to save completely those who come to God through him because he
always lives to intercede for them. Such a high priest meets our need—one who is holy,
blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens. Unlike the other high
priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for
the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself.”
Hebrews 7:23–28

Jesus is the perfect and permanent sacrifice, rather than the Old Testament sacrifices. The New
Covenant is greater than the Old.
•

“The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the realities themselves. For
this reason, it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect
those who draw near to worship. If it could, would they not have stopped being offered? For the
worshipers, would have been cleansed once for all, and would no longer have felt guilty for their
sins. But those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins because it is impossible for the blood of
bulls and goats to take away sins. Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: “Sacrifice
and offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me; with burnt offerings and sin
offerings, you were not pleased…Then he said, “Here I am, I have come to do your will.” He
sets aside the first to establish the second. And by that will, we have been made holy through the
sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” Hebrews 10:1–18

Jesus is the author of our faith and our source of salvation.
•

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the
race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author, and perfector of our faith, who
for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand
of the throne of God.” Hebrews 12:1-2

Faith in Jesus Christ is greater than the Law.
•

But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You
have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, to the church of the
firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of all men, to
the spirits of righteous men made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the
sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.” Hebrews 12:18–29

Jesus - Our Healer
Though the following was recorded in the “Past,” I include it here because it offers additional insight
into the ‘Divine Nature” of The Lord, Jesus Christ.
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“As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth.
“Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. While Jesus was having dinner
at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and “sinners” came and ate with him and his disciples.
When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax
collectors and ‘sinners’?” On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor,
but the sick.” Matthew 9:9–12

Jesus Heals Ears and Mouths
➢ Jesus said, “The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the
deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor.” Matthew 11:4-5
Jesus heals a deaf and mute man in the Decapolis Cities.
➢ “Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee and
into the region of the Decapolis. There some people brought to him a man who was deaf and
could hardly talk, and they begged him to place his hand on the man. After he took him aside,
away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man’s ears. Then he spits and touched the
man’s tongue. He looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh, said to him, “Ephphatha!” (which
means, “Be opened!”). At this, the man’s ears were opened, his tongue was loosened, and he
began to speak plainly.” Mark 7:31–35
Jesus heals the ear of a High Priest’s servant, which Peter had cut off with his sword.
➢ “Judas, one of the Twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus asked
him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” When Jesus’ followers saw, what
was going to happen, they said, “Lord, should we strike with our swords?” And one of them
[Peter] struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear. But Jesus answered, “No
more of this!” And he touched the man’s ear and healed him.” Luke 22:47-51

Jesus Opens Closed Eyes
NO one can understand God’s Word until God opens
your “eyes.”
Jesus opens the eyes of a blind man at the Temple in
Jerusalem.
➢ “As he [Jesus] went along, he saw a man blind
from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?” “Neither this man nor his parents
sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that
the work of God might be displayed in his life. As long as it is day, we must do the work of
him who sent me. Night is coming when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am the
light of the world.” Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva,
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and put it on the man’s eyes. “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” [which is
another Mikvah]. So, the man went and washed and came home seeing.” John 9:1-7
Later “same” man receives salvation.
➢ “His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him [the blind man] begging asked, “Isn’t
this the same man who used to sit and beg?” Some claimed that he was. Others said, “No, he
only looks like him.” But he himself insisted, “I am the man.” “How then were your eyes
opened?” they demanded. He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on
my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So, I went and washed, and then I could see.”
“Where is this, man?” they asked him. “I don’t know,” he said. They brought to the Pharisees
the man who had been blind... The Jews still did not believe that he had been blind and had
received his sight until they sent for the man’s parents. “Is this your son?” they asked. “Is this
the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?” “We know he is our son,” the
parents answered, “and we know he was born blind. But how he can see now...To this, they
[the Pharisees] replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they
threw him out. Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do
you believe in the Son of Man?” “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may
believe in him.” Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.”
Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.” John 9:8–41
Jesus opens the eyes of a blind man approaching Jericho.
➢ “As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. When he heard
the crowd going by, he asked what was happening. They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing
by.” He called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” Those who led the way rebuked
him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”
Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be brought to him. When he came near, Jesus asked him,
“What do you want me to do for you?” “Lord, I want to see,” he replied. Jesus said to him,
“Receive your sight; your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received his sight and
followed Jesus, praising God. When all the people saw it, they also praised God.” Luke 18:3543
Jesus opens the eyes of a blind man at Bethsaida.
➢ “They came to Bethsaida, and some people brought a blind man and begged Jesus to touch
him. He took the blind man by the hand and led him outside the village. When he had spit on
the man’s eyes and put his hands on him, Jesus asked, “Do you see anything?” He looked up
and said, “I see people; they look like trees walking around.” Once more, Jesus put his hands
on the man’s eyes. Then his eyes were opened, his sight was restored, and he saw everything
clearly.” Mark 8:22–25
Jesus finds Saul (A Jew who persecuted Christians) and takes the scales from Saul’s eyes.
•

“Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went
to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any
there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to
Jerusalem. As he [Saul] neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed
around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute
me?” “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied.
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“Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do… Saul got up from the
ground, but when he opened his eyes, he could see nothing. So, they led him by the hand into
Damascus. For three days, he was blind and did not eat or drink anything. In Damascus, there
was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, “Ananias!” “Yes, Lord,” he
answered. The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from
Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying...This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before
the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel...Then Ananias went to the house and
entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to
you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled
with the Holy Spirit.” Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see
again. He got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his strength.” Acts
9:1–19
“Unbelief” and “Spiritual Blindness”
Saul’s eyes were blinded, but God opened Saul’s eyes so he could see spiritually. God also changed
Saul’s name to Paul. Paul was a Hebrew Christian who wrote most of the New Testament. Saul’s
encounter with Jesus is the picture of all unbelievers whose eyes are closed to the things of God. You
and I cannot open anyone’s spiritual eyes. Only GOD can do that! That is why your “good works”
initiated by the Holy Spirit and accomplished in the power of His Spirit points [those who are
watching] to Jesus.
•

“Even after Jesus had done all these miraculous signs in their presence, they [the Jews] still would
not believe in him. This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah, the prophet: “Lord, who has believed
our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” For this reason, they could not
believe, because, as Isaiah says elsewhere: “He has blinded their eyes and deadened their hearts,
so they can neither see with their eyes, nor understand with their hearts, nor turn—and I would
heal them.” Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus’ glory and spoke about him. Yet at the same
time, many even among the leaders believed in him. But because of the Pharisees, they would not
confess their faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue; for they loved praise from
men more than praise from God. Then Jesus cried out, “When a man believes in me, he does not
believe in me only, but in the one who sent me. When he looks at me, he sees the one who sent
me. I have come into the world as a light so that no one who believes in me should stay in
darkness.” John 12:37–46

Jesus is the ONLY ONE who CAN open closed eyes and closed minds.
➢ “Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles
from Jerusalem. They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. As
they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked
along with them; but they were kept from recognizing him. He asked them, “What are you
discussing together as you walk along?” They stood still; their faces downcast. One of them,
named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and do not know the things
that have happened there in these days?” “What things?” he asked. “About Jesus of Nazareth,”
they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people.
The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified
him, but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more,
it is the third day since all this took place. In addition, some of our women amazed us. They
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went to the tomb early this morning but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they
had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. Then some of our companions went to the
tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” He said to them,
“How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did
not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” And beginning with Moses
and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning
himself. As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were
going farther. But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is
almost over.” So, he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he
took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and began to give it to them. Then their eyes were
opened, and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. They asked each
other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened
the Scriptures to us?” They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the
Eleven and those with them, assembled together and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen
and has appeared to Simon.” Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus
was recognized by them when he broke the bread. While they were still talking about this,
Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They were startled
and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why
do doubts rise in your minds? Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and
see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see, I have.” When he had said this, he
showed them his hands and feet. And while they still did not believe it because of joy and
amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of
broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their presence. He said to them, “This is what I told
you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the
Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms.” Then he opened their minds so they could
understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and
rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached
in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I am
going to send you what my Father has promised but stay in the city until you have been clothed
with power from on high.” Luke 24:13-49
Gentiles-ALWAYS remember that The Gospel is “First for the Jew.” And even though the
EYES of most Jews are closed concerning The Gospel, by God’s grace, He WILL open some.
•

“What then? What Israel sought so earnestly it did not obtain, but the elect did. The others
were hardened, as it is written: “God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes so that they could not
see and ears so that they could not hear, to this very day.” And David says: “May their table
become a snare and a trap, a stumbling block and a retribution for them. May their eyes be
darkened so they cannot see, and their backs be bent forever.” Again, I ask: Did they stumble
so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all! Rather, because of their transgression, salvation has
come to the Gentiles to make Israel envious. But if their transgression means riches for the
world, and their loss means riches for the Gentiles, how much greater riches will their fullness
bring! I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I make
much of my ministry in the hope that I may somehow arouse my own people to envy and
save some of them.” Romans 11:7–14

You and I can minister to the spiritually “blind” (Jew and Gentile) by initiating a relationship with our
neighbors.
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• Knock on their door and introduce yourself
• See what they need and meet that need
• Let them know you are available and demonstrate your availability
• Love them unconditionally
Therefore, when “life happens” and your Jewish and Gentile neighbors and friends start asking
questions, point them to God’s Word and allow God’s Precious Holy Spirit to open their spiritual eyes
and minds so they can see and understand the Lord, Jesus.
•

“And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. The god of this age
has blinded the minds of unbelievers so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the
glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ
as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine out
of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Christ.” 2 Corinthians 4:3–6

Jesus in the Temple
Jesus taught and ministered in the Temple. It began with His circumcision at the Temple.
•

“On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him, he was named Jesus…Mary took him
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord…Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon,
who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit
was upon him… Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts… Simeon took him
[Jesus] in his arms and praised God, saying: “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now
dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes, have seen your salvation, which you have prepared
in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people
Israel.” Luke 2:8-32.

At the age of 12, Jesus begins teaching at the Temple.
➢ “Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. When he [Jesus] was twelve
years old, they went up to the Feast, according to the custom. After the Feast was over, while his
parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of
it…When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. After three days, they
found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them, and asking them
questions. Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. When his
parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like
this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.” “Why were you searching for me?”
he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?” Luke 2:41–50
Jesus offers grace, kindness, and forgiveness at the Temple.
➢ “At dawn, he [Jesus] appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around
him, and he sat down to teach them. The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman
caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman
was caught in the act of adultery. In the Law, Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now,
what do you say?” They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing
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him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. When they kept on
questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “If anyone of you is without sin, let him be
the first to throw a stone at her.” Again, he stooped down and wrote on the ground. At this, those
who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the
woman still standing there. Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no
one condemned you?” “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared.
“Go now and leave your life of sin.” John 8:2–11

Stairs to the Golden Gate
The Golden Gate is the most important of all
the gates. Jesus entered and exited from the
Golden Gate many times throughout His
earthly ministry.
Michelle and I are standing at the stairs of the “Golden
Gate.”
Jesus entered the Temple through the Golden Gate
on Palm Sunday.
•

“The next day, the great crowd that had come
for the Feast heard that Jesus was on his way to
Jerusalem. They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna!” “Blessed is
he who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Blessed is the King of Israel!” Jesus found a young
donkey and sat upon it, as it is written, “Do not be afraid, O Daughter of Zion; see, your king is
coming, seated on a donkey’s colt.” John 12:12-15

Jesus exited the Temple through the Golden Gate after the Last Supper (Passover) to pray in the
Garden of Gethsemane.
•

“While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying, “Take it; this is my body.” Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and offered it to them, and
they all drank from it. “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many,” he said
to them. “I tell you the truth, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I
drink it anew in the kingdom of God.” When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount
of Olives.” Mark 14:22-26

Jesus also exited the Temple through the Golden Gate before His ascension and will reenter the
Golden Gate at His Second coming.
•

“After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he
was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.
On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave
Jerusalem but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For
John baptized with water, but in a few days, you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” So, when
they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to
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Israel?” He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” After he said
this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. They were
looking intently up into the sky as he was why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same
Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen
him go into heaven.” Act 1:3-11
However, the “Golden Gate” was filled in with 16 feet of concrete and is shut tight, so the gates can’t be
opened by a man just as Scripture predicted.
•

“Then the man brought me back to the outer gate of the sanctuary, the one facing east, and it was
shut. The LORD said to me, “This gate is to remain shut. It must not be opened; no one may enter
through it. It is to remain shut because the LORD, the God of Israel, has entered through it. The
prince himself is the only one who may sit inside the
gateway to eat in the presence of the LORD. He is to
enter by way of the portico of the gateway and go out
the same way” (Ezek. 44:1-3).

But Jesus is coming again (Second Time). When He does, He will come
to Jerusalem and reopen the Golden Gates.
After sitting on these stairs and reflecting, I got up and walked up the
stairs that led to the entrance of the Temple (now closed). Jesus Christ
walked up these same stairs often as He entered the Temple. He must
have walked up these stairs hundreds of times. WOW!!!
Here’s a story that Jesus tells about two men who went to the Temple to
pray. They most likely walked up these stairs, too.
➢ Jesus said: “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: ‘God, I
thank you that I am not like other men—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax
collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ “But the tax collector stood at a distance.
He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a
sinner.’ “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” Luke
18:9–14
A “Right” relationship with God is not based upon our “righteousness,” including “good works” and
obeying “The Law.” The Pharisee did that and MORE! Instead, we are MADE (declared) righteous by
God’s WORK-HIS GRACE. The tax collector understood this. He admitted that he was A SINNER. He
asked for God’s mercy and received it. So, it will be in “The End.” Those who are self-righteous will NOT
enter Heaven. The only people who will enter Heaven are those who admit their sinfulness and “humble”
themselves to God’s “provision”-Jesus Chris, who provides “The Way” into Heaven.
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Pictures in Scripture

God will also use “pictures” throughout Scripture to convey His Story. God’s “Seven Feasts” is on
example. Here’s another.
A King deserves a crown befitting his position—a golden crown. However, a crown of thorns and thistles
was placed on the head of the “King of the Jews.”
•

“The soldiers…twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on him. And they began to call out to
him, “Hail, king of the Jews!” Mark 15:16–20

The crown of thorns ties two important stories together.
The story of Adam and Abraham.
1. As a result of “original sin” (The Fall), God cursed the ground with thorns and thistles.
•

“To Adam, he [God] said, “Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil, you will
eat of it all the days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the
plants of the field.” Genesis 3:17–18

2. As a result of Abraham’s faith, God provided a “substitute” caught in the thicket of thorns and
thistles.
•

“Abraham answered, “God himself [HIMSELF] will provide the lamb…. Abraham looked up
and there in a thicket, he saw a ram caught by its horns.”

However, Jesus, our sin substitute, was not “caught” like the ram. Instead, Jesus gave Himself freely,
wearing a crown of thorns and thistles. Jesus, the Messiah, was made sin for us on a “Tree.” He is the
“TREE OF LIFE” who reconnected us to a Holy and Righteous God. Jesus eradicated “original sin” caused
by the “Fall.” He is the perfect substitute.
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Rose
There are many species of flowers native to Israel. But none is
more beautiful than the rose. In fact, Israel grows so many roses
that it is one of the biggest exporters of them.
Roses are pretty to look at, and they smell lovely. However, the best way
to enjoy their smell is to make pure rose petal oil, which is incredibly
intoxicating (see Webster’s dictionary- “Attar”). A single drop of pure
rose petal oil can ignite a room with a fragrance that lasts for hours. But
for one ounce of rose petal oil to be produced, hundreds of rose petals
must be pulled apart and vigorously “pressed” under extreme heat and pressure.
➢ The Jews have been “pressed,” but look at what God did…
➢ The King of the Jews was “pressed,” but look at what God did…
➢ You have or will be “pressed” but look at what God did or will do…
The thorns from a rose bush were most likely used to form the “Crown of Thorns,” which was placed on
Messiahs’ head.

Cedar Tree
The “Cedar Tree” is another of the many pictures God uses to communicate “Truths” about Himself, His
Son Jesus, and His Kingdom to come.
Cedar was used in the building of King Solomon’s Temple.
•

“When the seventh month came, and the Israelites had settled in their towns, the people assembled
as one man in Jerusalem…they celebrated the Feast of Tabernacles…Then they gave money to
the masons and carpenters…so that they would bring cedar logs by sea from Lebanon to Joppa,
as authorized by Cyrus king of Persia…laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD…” Ezra
3:1–11

Cedar Tree is used to describe God’s people.
•

“This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will take a shoot from the very top of a cedar
and plant it; I will break off a tender sprig from its topmost shoots and plant it on a high and lofty
mountain. On the mountain heights of Israel, I will plant it; it will produce branches and bear fruit
and become a splendid cedar. Birds of every kind will nest in it; they will find shelter in the shade
of its branches.” Ezekiel 17:22–24

The Priest used Cedar and other items in preparation for his ministry of sacrifice.
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The Priest took a red heifer outside of the camp and slaughtered it as a sin offering for the people. Then he
took some of the red heifer’s blood and sprinkled it towards the tabernacle. After that, he took cedar wood,
hyssop, scarlet yarn, and threw all into the fire burning the heifer.
•

“Tell the Israelites to bring you a red heifer without defect or blemish, and that has never been
under a yoke. Give it to Elazar, the priest; it is to be taken outside the camp and slaughtered in
his presence. Then Elazar the priest is to take some of its blood on his finger and sprinkle it seven
times toward the front of the Tent of Meeting. While he watches, the heifer is to be burned…The
priest is to take some cedar wood, hyssop, and scarlet wool and throw them onto the burning
heifer. After that, the priest must wash his clothes and bathe himself with water.” Numbers 19:1–
7

Interestingly, at Jesus’ crucifixion, the “items” the Priest used in his ministry of sacrifice were also used.
They are hyssop, scarlet yarn and outside the camp.
Hyssop
•

“Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus
said, “I am thirsty.” A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge
on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. When he had received the drink, Jesus
said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.” John 19:28–30

Scarlet Yarn
•

“Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole company of
soldiers around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and then twisted together
a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand and knelt in front of
him and mocked him. “Hail, king of the Jews!” they said. They spit on him and took the staff and
struck him on the head again and again. After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and
put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.” Matthew 27:27–31

Outside the Camp
•

“The high priest carries the blood of animals into the Most Holy Place as a sin offering, but the
bodies are burned outside the camp. And so, Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the
people holy through his own blood.” Hebrews 13:11–16

However, at Jesus’ crucifixion, there is NO mention of Cedar
God doesn’t reveal the “species of the tree” that Jesus Christ was crucified on.
Why not? Jesus Christ is the “Tree of Life.”

Jesus Fulfills the Ten Commandments
➢ Jesus said, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come
to abolish them but to fulfill them.” Matthew 5:17–4
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The first commandment said: “You shall not have any other gods.”
➢ Jesus said, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve
him only.’” (Matthew 4:10).
The second commandment said: “You shall not make idols.”
➢ Jesus said, “No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other,
or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money”
(Luke 16:13).
The third commandment said: “You shall not misuse the name of God.”
➢ Jesus said, “Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God’s throne; or by the earth, for
it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. And do not swear by
your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black. Simply let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’
and your ‘No,’ ‘No;’ anything beyond this comes from the evil one” (Matthew 5:34–37).
The fourth commandment said: “You shall remember the Sabbath day.”
➢ Jesus said, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. So, the Son of Man is
Lord even of the Sabbath” (Mark 2:27–28).
The fifth commandment said: “You shall honor your father and your mother.”
➢ Jesus said. “Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone
who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me, and anyone who does not
take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds his life will lose it, and
whoever loses his life for my sake will find it” (Matthew 10:37–39).
The sixth commandment said: “You shall not murder.”
➢ Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not murder, and
anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ But I tell you that anyone who is angry
with his brother will be subject to judgment” (Matthew 5:21–22).
The seventh commandment said: “You shall not commit adultery.”
➢ Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’ But I tell you that
anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart”
(Matthew 5:27–28).
The eight-commandment said: “You shall not steal.”
➢ Jesus said, “And if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as
well. If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. Give to the one who asks
you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you” (Matthew 5:40–42).
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The ninth commandment said: “You shall not give false testimony.”
➢ Jesus said, “But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every
careless word they have spoken. For by your words, you will be acquitted, and by your words,
you will be condemned” (Matthew 12:36–37).
The tenth commandment said: “You shall not covet.”
➢ Jesus said, “Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a
man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions” (Luke 12:15).
The Greatest Commandment
➢ Jesus said, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your
neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
Matthew 22:34-40

Church of the Beatitudes
Let’s take a look at the “Beatitudes.” There’s no
question, ONLY God could have written them.
When you tour Israel, you will visit the Church of the
Beatitudes. It is an octagonal-shaped (8 sided) building. Each of
the eight sides symbolizes one of the eight beatitudes, as
described in Matthew 5:3-11.
The word “Beatitudes” is not mentioned in Scripture but is
derived from the Latin word “blessedness,” which refers to joy.
So, when Jesus proclaimed the Eight Beatitudes, He promised
joy. This is a stark contrast with the Law. When Moses brought
down the Ten Commandments, the Law said: “You will not,”
which produced fear and condemnation.
The Beatitudes speak of the Gospel of Jesus Christ foreshadowed in the Old Testament.
➢ Jesus said, “The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me because the LORD has anointed me to preach
good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the
captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor and
the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, and provide for those who grieve in
Zion—to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of
mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of
righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the display of his splendor…
Considering Jesus’s intent to proclaim the joy of the Gospel, each of the eight Beatitudes spoken by Jesus
begins with, “Oh, the joy of.”
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“Blessed (Oh, the joy of) are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
Everyone is broken though not everyone will admit it. Therefore, everyone needs to come to the end of
themselves (poor in spirit). “I can’t do life on my own. I need a rescuer. I need a Savior.” This is the promise
of the Gospel-the Kingdom of Heaven.
• “The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” Psalm 34:18
The Apostle Paul knew what it meant to be broken and in need of the Savior. We need the Gospel of Jesus
Christ-daily.
•

“To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was
given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the
Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so
that Christ’s power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in
insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” 2
Corinthians 12:7–10

“Blessed (Oh, the joy of) are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.”
As we read God’s Word and His Holy Spirit convicts us of sin—we mourn. And the Father comforts us:
“Yes, you are forgiven.”
•

“Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly
sorrow brings death.” 2 Corinthians 7:10

“Blessed (Oh, the joy of) are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.”
The world says that to get what you want, you must be self-assertive, manipulative, and aggressive. But
in God’s economy, it is the meek who “will inherit the earth.” Meekness is power with restraint. A
synonym for meek is humility. Jesus was humble-meek.
➢ Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle [meek] and humble in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” Matthew 11:28–30
Christ-followers understand that they have been bought with a price, the precious blood of Jesus Christ.
Therefore, they relinquish their “rights” and turn over full control of their lives to the Father. Christfollowers are humble-meek. They operate in the strength and power of the Lord. The meek choose to follow
the Lord’s example.
•

“To this, you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should
follow in his steps. “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” When they
hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he
entrusted himself to him, who judges justly.” 1 Peter 2:21–25
“Blessed (Oh, the joy of) are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.”
Christ-followers have left the pursuits of this world, money, sex, and power, etc., behind. These things do
not satisfy or fill the void in their hearts. Christ-followers’ hunger for God.”
•

“As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God. My soul thirsts for
God, for the living God.” Psalm 42:1–2
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Christ-followers understand that nothing they do will produce righteousness-right standing with God.
•

“All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags.”
Isaiah 64:6

Therefore, when we believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ, God credits our account with the righteousness of
Jesus Christ. This righteousness comes by faith in the Gospel.
•

“For in the gospel, a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from
first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.” Romans 1:16–17

Christ-followers seek first—His kingdom and righteousness.
➢ Jesus said, “Therefore, I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about
your body, what you will wear... “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the
field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was
dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and
tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you…But seek first his kingdom
and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” Matthew 6:25-34
“Blessed (Oh, the joy of) are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.”
God is merciful.
•

“Because of the LORD’s great love, we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They
are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” Lamentations 3:22–23

By His mercy, God called us into His kingdom.
•

“At one time, we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived, and enslaved by all kinds of passions
and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated, and hating one another. But when
the kindness and love of God, our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things
we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal
by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so
that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.”
Titus 3:3–7

By His Mercy, He has forgiven our sins, given us new life, and promised eternal life.
•

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy, he has given us
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you.” 1 Peter 1:3–4

Christ-followers are to go into the world and extend the same mercy God extended to us—to others.
➢ Jesus said, “But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless
those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to
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him the other also. If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic. Give to
everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. Do to
others as you would have them do to you. “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to
you? Even ‘sinners’ love those who love them. And if you do good to those who are good to you,
what credit is that to you? Even ‘sinners’ do that. And if you lend to those from whom you expect
repayment, what credit is that to you? Even ‘sinners’ lend to ‘sinners,’ expecting to be repaid in
full. But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything
back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High because he is kind to
the ungrateful and wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” Luke 6:27–36
“Blessed (Oh, the joy of) are the pure in heart, for they will see God.”
The pure in heart are clean, blameless, and unstained from guilt. That was David’s desire.
•

“Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.” Psalm 51:10

But in the Old Covenant, God’s face could not be seen.
•

“Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory…But,” he [the Lord] said, “you cannot see my
face, for no one may see me and live…Then I will remove my hand, and you will see my back,
but my face must not be seen.” Exodus 33:18–23

Therefore, by believing the Gospel, God forgives our sins. He also gives us a pure heart, a heart that is
clean, blameless, and unstained from guilt. God also enables us to see HIM.
•

“He [Jesus Christ] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him,
all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He is before all
things, and in him, all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is
the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead so that in everything he might have the
supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him.” Colossians 1:15–23

“Blessed (Oh, the joy of) is the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.”
Jesus Christ is the author of peace—He is the Prince of Peace. Christ-followers follow him. Pictured is
Michelle. She is a peacemaker.
•

“Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done
in the humility that comes from wisdom…But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of
all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial
and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness.” James 3:13–18

The world system is adversarial, but Christ-followers are called NOT to follow the world system.
Therefore, when Christ-followers follow the ways of being peacemakers, they are recognized as ‘children
of God.
•

“Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be cheated?” 1 Corinthians 6:7–8

“Blessed (Oh, the joy of) are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.”
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Christ-followers will be persecuted for living out the Gospel. Therefore, Christ-followers understand that
persecution comes with being His child and part of His kingdom-the kingdom of heaven.”
•
•

“In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” 2 Timothy 3:10–
12
“Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange
were happening to you. But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be
overjoyed when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are
blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.” 1 Peter 4:12–19

➢ Jesus said, “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated
me first. If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its
own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen
you out of the world. That is why the world hates you…If they
persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching,
they will obey yours also. They will treat you this way because of my
name, for they do not know the One who sent me.” John 15:18–21
Pictured is Michelle at the Church of the Beatitudes.

Some of the Many Prophesies Jesus Fulfilled
Jesus will be born in Bethlehem.
•

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will
come for me one who will be ruler over Israel.” Micha 5:2

➢ Fulfilled: “King Herod… called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he
asked them where the Christ was to be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what
the prophet has written: “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among
the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’”
Matthew 2:1–6
Jesus will come after a forerunner proclaims the way.
•

“See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you
are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,”
says the LORD Almighty. Malachi 3:1
➢ Fulfilled: “I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way”— “a voice of one
calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’” And so, John
came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins. Mark 1:1-8
Jesus will enter Jerusalem riding on a donkey.
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•

“Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you,
righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
Zechariah 9:9

➢ Fulfilled: “Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once
you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone
says anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.” This
took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: “Say to the Daughter of Zion, ‘See, your
king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” Matthew 21:411.
Jesus will be betrayed by a friend.
•

“Even my close friend, whom I trusted, he who shared my bread, has lifted up his heel against me.”
Psalm 41:9

➢ Fulfilled: “In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant
in my blood, which is poured out for you. But the hand of him who is going to betray me is with
mine on the table.” Luke 22:20–22
Jesus will be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver.
•

“I told them, “If you think it best, give me my pay; but if not, keep it.” So, they paid me thirty
pieces of silver.”

➢ Fulfilled: “Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—went to the chief priests and
asked, “What are you willing to give me if I hand him over to you?” So, they counted out for him
thirty silver coins.” Matthew 26:15
Jesus’ betrayer will buy a potter’s field with 30 pieces of silver.
•

“And the LORD said to me, “Throw it to the potter”—the handsome price at which they priced me!
So, I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the house of the LORD to the potter.”
Zechariah 11:13

➢ Fulfilled: “When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with
remorse and returned the thirty silver coins to the chief priests and the elders. “I have sinned,” he
said, “for I have betrayed innocent blood.” “What is that to us?” they replied. “That’s your
responsibility.” So, Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged
himself. The chief priests picked up the coins and said, “It is against the law to put this into the
treasury since it is blood money.” So, they decided to use the money to buy the potter’s field as a
burial place for foreigners.” Matthew 27:3–10
Jesus will keep silent.
•

“He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.” Isaiah 53:7
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➢ Fulfilled: “Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Are you not going to
answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?” But Jesus remained silent
and gave no answer. Again, the high priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed
One?” Mark 14:60–61
Jesus will be crucified.
•

“My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; you lay me
in the dust of death. Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me; they have
pierced my hands and my feet. I can count all my bones; people stare and gloat over me. They divide
my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.” Psalm 22:15–18
➢ Fulfilled: “Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. So, the soldiers took charge of
Jesus. Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called
Golgotha). Here they crucified him and with him two others—one on each side and Jesus in the
middle.” John 19:16–18

Psalm 22
•

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, so far from
the words of my groaning? O my God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, by night, and am
not silent. Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; you are the praise of Israel. In you, our fathers
put their trust; they trusted, and you delivered them. They cried to you and were saved; in you, they
trusted and were not disappointed. But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by men and despised
by the people. All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads: “He trusts in
the LORD; let the LORD rescue him. Let him deliver him since he delights in him.” Yet you
brought me out of the womb; you made me trust in you even at my mother’s breast. From birth, I
was cast upon you; from my mother’s womb, you have been my God. Do not be far from me, for
trouble is near and there is no one to help. Many bulls surround me; strong bulls of Bashan encircle
me. Roaring lions tearing their prey open their mouths wide against me. I am poured out like
water, and all my bones are out of joint. My heart has turned to wax; it has melted away within
me. My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; you lay
me in the dust of death. Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me; they
have pierced my hands and my feet. I can count all my bones; people stare and gloat over me.
They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing. But you, O LORD, be not
far off; O my Strength, come quickly to help me. Deliver my life from the sword, my precious life
from the power of the dogs. Rescue me from the mouth of the lions; save me from the horns of the
wild oxen. I will declare your name to my brothers; in the congregation, I will praise you. You who
fear the LORD, praise him! All you descendants of Jacob, honor him! Revere him, all you
descendants of Israel! For he has not despised or disdained the suffering of the afflicted one; he has
not hidden his face from him but has listened to his cry for help. From you comes the theme of my
praise in the great assembly; before those who fear you will I fulfill my vows. The poor will eat and
be satisfied; they who seek the LORD will praise him— may your hearts live forever! All the ends
of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families of the nations will bow
down before him, for dominion belongs to the LORD, and he rules over the nations. All the rich of
the earth will feast and worship; all who go down to the dust will kneel before him— those who
cannot keep themselves alive. Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the
Lord. They will proclaim his righteousness to a people yet unborn— for he has done it.”
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Events of Jesus Recorded in All Four Gospels
The first four books of the New Testament (Gospels), were written by four different people. Each provides
a different perspective of Jesus and the events surrounding His life, ministry, and resurrection.
1. Matthew-a tax collector, whom the Jews despised because they became wealthy by collecting more
taxes than the Romans required. Matthew opens his “book” with the lineage of Jesus. He traces
Jesus’ family line all the way back to Abraham, the father of the Jewish Nation.
2. Mark- an evangelist, and his book “Mark” is believed to be the ‘first” Gospel to be written. The
book of Mark is also the shortest of the “Four Gospel” accounts.
3. Luke- a physician, a Greek, and highly educated. His Gospel contains the most “medical”
references than the other Gospels.
4. John- a fisherman and “the disciple whom Jesus loved.” John’s Gospel should be the “First” book
of the Bible that unbelievers and new believers read often. John also wrote the books of “1st, 2nd,
and 3rd “John” and also authored the last book of the Bible, “Revelation.”
The book of “Matthew” begins with the genealogy of Jesus Christ, proving His birth-line. Some people
(Jews and Gentiles) believe the “Story of Jesus” was made up and that there was “collusion” between the
four writers. But that’s not possible as each Gospel writer includes the stories of hundreds of other people
who took a minor or major role in the “theater” of Jesus’s life. And if there was collusion between the four
Gospel writers, that would mean “human” minds came up with, the “Sermon on the Mount, “The
Beatitudes,” etc. And what about all the prophesies? Could human minds come up with that, too? The truth
is that no human mind is capable of fabricating the “Story of Jesus.” In fact, each Gospel writer provides a
“narrative” about Jesus that is so detailed it would be upheld in any Court of Law. That said, never buy or
give away just a New Testament. To do so is negating two-thirds of the Bible. We must always give a
complete Bible containing both the Old and New Testaments.
The following “Eleven Events” are recorded by the Four Gospel writers: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John
in the Four Gospels. There is a “progressive pattern” of these events beginning with the baptism of John
all the way to Jesus’ resurrection. I decided to provide Luke’s “account” but have included the verses
from Matthew, Mark, and John’s account if you want to look them up.

The Baptism of John
•

“The word of God came to John, son of Zechariah in the desert. He went into all the country around
the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins... John said to the crowds
coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming
wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones, God can raise up children for Abraham...
The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be
the Christ. John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one more powerful than I will come,
the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into
his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire…When all the people were being
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baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit
descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom
I love; with you, I am well pleased.” Now Jesus himself was about thirty years old when he began his
ministry. He was the son, so it was thought, of Joseph.” Luke 3:1–23
The Baptism of John is also depicted in Matthew 3:1-17, Mark 1:1-11, and John 1:15-34.
The Feeding of 5,000
•

“When the apostles returned, they reported to Jesus what they had done. Then he took them with him,
and they withdrew by themselves to a town called Bethsaida, but the crowds learned about it and
followed him. He welcomed them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God and healed those who
needed healing. Late in the afternoon the Twelve came to him and said, “Send the crowd away so they
can go to the surrounding villages and countryside and find food and lodging because we are in a
remote place here.” He replied, “You give them something to eat.” They answered, “We have only
five loaves of bread and two fish—unless we go and buy food for all this crowd.” (About five thousand
men were there.) But he said to his disciples, “Have them sit down in groups of about fifty each.” The
disciples did so, and everybody sat down. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to
heaven, he gave thanks and broke them. Then he gave them to the disciples to set before the people.
They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that
were leftover. Luke 9:10–17

The Feeding of the 5,000 is also depicted in Matthew 14:13-21, Mark 6:30-44, and John 6:1–15.
Peter's Profession
•

“Once when Jesus was praying in private, and his disciples were with him, he asked them, “Who do
the crowds say I am?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others,
that one of the prophets of long ago has come back to life.” Luke 9:18–19

Peter’s Profession is also depicted in Matthew 16:13-19, Mark 8:27-29, and John 6:66-71.
The Anointing by Mary
•

“Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so he went to the Pharisee’s house
and reclined at the table. When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus
was eating at the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, and as she stood behind
him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair,
kissed them, and poured perfume on them. When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said
to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman
she is—that she is a sinner.” Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” “Tell me,
teacher,” he said. “Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred
denarii, and the other fifty. Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts
of both. Now which of them will love him more?” Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the
bigger debt canceled.” “You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. Then he turned toward the woman
and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water
for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. You did not give me a
kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. You did not put oil on
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my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been
forgiven—for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little.” Then Jesus said to
her, “Your sins are forgiven.” The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who
even forgives sins?” Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” Luke 7:36–50
The Anointing of Mary is depicted in Matthew 26:6-13, Mark 14:3-9 and John 12:1-11.
The Triumphal Entry
•

“After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. As he approached Bethphage
and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, “Go
to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever
ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ tell him, ‘The Lord
needs it.’” Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. As they were
untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” They replied, “The Lord
needs it.” They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt, and put Jesus on it. As he went
along, people spread their cloaks on the road. When he came near the place where the road goes
down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices
for all the miracles they had seen: “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Peace
in heaven and glory in the highest!” Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher,
rebuke your disciples!” “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” As he
approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said, “If you, even you, had only known
on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes. The days will come
upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you
in on every side. They will dash you to the ground, you, and the children within your walls. They
will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to
you.” Luke 19:28–44

The Triumphal Entry is also depicted in Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-10, and John 12:12-19.
The Last Supper
•

“Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. Jesus
sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and make preparations for us to eat the Passover.” “Where do you
want us to prepare for it?” they asked. He replied, “As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of
water will meet you. Follow him to the house that he enters, and say to the owner of the house, ‘The
Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ He will
show you a large upper room, all furnished. Make preparations there.” They left and found things
just as Jesus had told them. So, they prepared the Passover. When the hour came, Jesus and his
apostles reclined at the table. And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with
you before I suffer. For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of
God.” After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you. For I tell
you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” And he took
bread, gave thanks, and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do
this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. But the hand of him who is going to
betray me is with mine on the table. The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed, but woe to that
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man who betrays him.” They began to question among themselves, which of them it might be who
would do this.” Luke 22:7–23
The Last Supper is also depicted in Matthew 26:17-30, Mark 14:12-26 and John 13:1-35.
The Garden of Gethsemane
•

“Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him. On reaching the
place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.” He withdrew about a stone’s
throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet
not my will, but yours be done.” An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. And
being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the
ground. When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he found them asleep, exhausted
from sorrow. “Why are you sleeping?” he asked them. “Get up and pray so that you will not fall
into temptation.” Luke 22:39–46

The Garden of Gethsemane is also depicted in Matthew 26:36-56, Mark 14:32-52 and John 18:1
The Trials of Jesus
•

“While he was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was called Judas, one of the
Twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus asked him, “Judas, are you
betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” When Jesus’ followers saw what was going to happen, they
said, “Lord, should we strike with our swords?” And one of them struck the servant of the high
priest, cutting off his right ear. But Jesus answered, “No more of this!” And he touched the man’s
ear and healed him. Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple guard, and the
elders, who had come for him, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come with swords and
clubs? Every day I was with you in the temple courts, and you did not lay a hand on me. But this is
your hour—when darkness reigns.” Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the
house of the high priest. Peter followed at a distance. But when they had kindled a fire in the middle
of the courtyard and had sat down together, Peter sat down with them. A servant girl saw him seated
there in the firelight. She looked closely at him and said, “This man was with him.” But he denied
it. “Woman, I don’t know him,” he said. A little later, someone else saw him and said, “You also
are one of them.” “Man, I am not!” Peter replied. About an hour late, another asserted, “Certainly
this fellow was with him, for he is a Galilean.” Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know what you’re
talking about!” Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. The Lord turned and looked straight at
Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows
today, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly…If you are the
Christ,” they said, “tell us.” Jesus answered, “If I tell you, you will not believe me, and if I asked
you, you would not answer. But from now on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of
the mighty God.” They all asked, “Are you then the Son of God?” He replied, “You are right in
saying I am.” Then they said, “Why do we need any more testimony? We have heard it from his
own lips.” Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. And they began to accuse him,
saying, “We have found this man subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar
and claims to be Christ, a king.” So, Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?” “Yes, it is
as you say,” Jesus replied. Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, “I find no basis
for a charge against this man.” But they insisted, “He stirs up the people all over Judea by his
teaching. He started in Galilee and has come all the way here…Dressing him in an elegant robe,
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they sent him back to Pilate. That day Herod and Pilate became friends—before this, they had been
enemies. Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers, and the people, and said to them, “You
brought me this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. I have examined him in your
presence and have found no basis for your charges against him. Neither has Herod, for he sent him
back to us; as you can see, he has done nothing to deserve death. Therefore, I will punish him and
then release him.” With one voice they cried out, “Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us…
Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again. But they kept shouting, “Crucify him!
Crucify him!” For the third time, he spoke to them: “Why? What crime has this man committed? I
have found in him no grounds for the death penalty. Therefore, I will have him punished and then
release him.” But with loud shouts, they insistently demanded that he be crucified, and their shouts
prevailed. So, Pilate decided to grant their demand. He released the man who had been thrown into
prison for insurrection and murder, the one they asked for, and surrendered Jesus to their will.”
Luke 22:47–23:25
The Trials of Jesus is also depicted in Matthew 26:57-27:31, Mark 14:43-15:20 and John 18:2-19:3
The Crucifixion of Jesus
•

“As they led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the country,
and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. A large number of people followed
him, including women who mourned and wailed for him. Jesus turned and said to them, “Daughters
of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children. For the time will
come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the barren women, the wombs that never bore and the breasts
that never nursed!’ Then “‘they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover
us!”’ For if men do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?” Two other
men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. When they came to the place called
the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his left.
Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up
his clothes by casting lots. The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They
said, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.” The soldiers
also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar and said, “If you are the king of the
Jews, save yourself.” There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE
JEWS. One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Christ? Save
yourself and us!” But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you
are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve.
But this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into
your kingdom.” Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.”
Lk. 23:26-56

The Crucifixion of Jesus is also depicted in Matthew 27:32-56, Mark 15:21-41 and John 19:1-37
The Burial of Jesus
•

“Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the Council, a good and upright man, who had
not consented to their decision and action. He came from the Judean town of Arimathea, and he
was waiting for the kingdom of God. 52 Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body. Then he took it
down, wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it in a tomb cut in the rock, one in which no one had yet
been laid. It was Preparation Day, and the Sabbath was about to begin. The women who had come
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with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it. Then
they went home and prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in obedience to
the commandment. Luke 23:50–56
The Burial of Jesus is also depicted in Matthew 27:57-28:15, Mark 15:42-47 and John 19:38-42.
The Resurrection of Jesus
•

“On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had
prepared and went to the tomb. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they
entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were wondering about this,
suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. In their fright, the
women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look
for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he
was still with you in Galilee: ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be
crucified and on the third day be raised again.’” Then they remembered his words. When they came
back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others. It was Mary
Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the
apostles. But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense.
Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by
themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened. Now that same day two
of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. They were
talking with each other about everything that had happened. As they talked and discussed these
things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; but they were kept from
recognizing him. He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” They
stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you only a visitor
to Jerusalem and do not know the things that have happened there in these days?” “What things?”
he asked. “About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed
before God and all the people. The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to
death, and they crucified him, but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem
Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. In addition, some of our women
amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning but didn’t find his body. They came and told
us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. Then some of our companions went
to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” Luke 24:1–24

The Resurrection of Jesus is also depicted in Matthew 28:1-10, Mark 16:1-11, and John 20:1-18.
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What are the Odds?

What are the odds that anyone (other than Jesus) could fulfill all the prophecies concerning Himself? 1 to
the 28th Power or 10,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000?
To put the number 1 to the 28th power into perspective, suppose I filled the entire State of Texas with gold
coins Two Feet Deep and placed a Red Cross on ONE of the gold coins. Then I hid it and asked you to
find the gold coin with the red cross on it. Could you find it on the “first” try? Could you ever find it?

Resurrection is Certain in both the Old and New Testaments
The feast of “Passover” also
encompasses the feast of “Unleavened
Bread,” (evening when He was buried),
and the Feast “First Fruits” when Jesus was
resurrected.
Standing on the “Mount of Olives,” you can see one
of the oldest Jewish cemeteries in the world. The
coffin-like “boxes” you see in the picture are the
“Grave Makers” for the deceased who are buried in
the ground. In the distance, you can see the “Dome
of the Rock” and the Temple Mount.
Many Jews believe that the Messiah has not yet
come, so they have chosen to be buried at this gravesite, which is nearest to the Temple Mount. These Jews
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have been buried with their feet pointing towards the Temple Mount and the “Golden Gate” entrance,
believing that they will be resurrected FIRST when the Messiah comes.
Many people do not believe in the reality of “Resurrection.” However, for BOTH Jews and Gentiles,
resurrection from the dead is NOT a leap of faith. Instead, resurrection from the dead is recorded in both
the Old and New Testaments.
❖ The Bible records three resurrections in the Old Testament.
❖ The Bible records three resurrections in the New Testament before Jesus was resurrected.
Let’s begin by looking at the “Three Resurrections in the Old Testament. But before we do, let’s remind
ourselves about what Jesus said regarding Heaven, Hell, and the resurrection.
➢ “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every
day. At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores and longing to eat
what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. “The time
came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man
also died and was buried. In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham
far away, with Lazarus by his side. So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me
and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in
agony in this fire.’ “But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received
your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you
are in agony. And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that
those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’
“He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father’s house, for I have five
brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’
“Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’ “‘No, father
Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ “He said
to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced
even if someone rises from the dead.’” Luke 16:19–31
Elijah resurrected the son of Zarephath’s’ widow.
•

“Sometime later, the son of the woman who owned the house became ill. He grew worse and worse
and finally stopped breathing. She said to Elijah, “What do you have against me, man of God? Did
you come to remind me of my sin and kill my son?” “Give me your son,” Elijah replied. He took
him from her arms, carried him to the upper room where he was staying, and laid him on his bed.
Then he cried out to the LORD, “O LORD my God, have you brought tragedy also upon this widow
I am staying with, by causing her son to die?” Then he stretched himself out on the boy three times
and cried to the LORD, “O LORD my God, let this boy’s life return to him!” The LORD heard Elijah’s
cry, and the boy’s life returned to him, and he lived. Elijah picked up the child and carried him
down from the room into the house. He gave him to his mother and said, “Look, your son is alive!”
Then the woman said to Elijah, “Now I know that you are a man of God and that the word of the
LORD from your mouth is the truth.” 1 Kings 17:17–24

Elisha resurrected the son of the great Shunammite woman.
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“When Elisha reached the house, there was the boy lying dead on his couch. He went in, shut the
door on the two of them, and prayed to the LORD. Then he got on the bed and lay upon the boy,
mouth to mouth, eyes to eyes, hands to hands. As he stretched himself out upon him, the boy’s body
grew warm. Elisha turned away and walked back and forth in the room and then got on the bed and
stretched out upon him once more. The boy sneezed seven times and opened his eyes. Elisha
summoned Gehazi and said, “Call the Shunammite.” And he did. When she came, he said, “Take
your son.” She came in, fell at his feet, and bowed to the ground. Then she took her son and went
out.” 2 Kings 4:32–37

A dead man is resurrected when he touches Elisha’s bones.
•

“Elisha died and was buried. Now Moabite raiders used to enter the country every spring. Once
while some Israelites were burying a man, suddenly they saw a band of raiders; so, they threw the
man’s body into Elisha’s tomb. When the body touched Elisha’s bones, the man came to life and
stood up on his feet.” 2 Kings 13:20–21

Here is what the Old Testament says about the certainty of resurrection from the dead.
•

•
•

“At that time, Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. There will be a time
of distress, such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then. But at that time your
people—everyone whose name is found written in the book—will be delivered. Multitudes who
sleep in the dust of the earth will awake some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting
contempt” Daniel 12:1–3.
“I know that my Redeemer lives and that in the end, he will stand upon the earth. And after my skin
has been destroyed, yet in my flesh, I will see God; I myself will see him with my own eyes. I, and
not another. How my heart yearns within me! Job 19:23–27.
“God will redeem my life from the grave; he will surely take me to himself.” Psalm 49:15

The Old Testament indicates both believers and the Messiah “Holy One” will be resurrected.
•

“Therefore, my heart is glad, and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest secure, because you
will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay.” Psalm 16:9–10

Now, let’s look at the “Three Resurrections in the New Testament before Jesus’ Resurrection.
Jesus resurrects the widow’s son at Nain.
➢ “Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went along with him. As he
approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out—the only son of his mother, and
she was a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her. When the Lord saw her, his heart
went out to her, and he said, “Don’t cry.” Then he went up and touched the coffin, and those
carrying it stood still. He said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” The dead man sat up and began
to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother. They were all filled with awe and praised God. “A
great prophet has appeared among us,” they said. “God has come to help his people.” This news
about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the surrounding country. Luke 7:11–17
Jesus resurrects Jairus’ daughter.
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➢ “While he was saying this, a ruler came and knelt before him and said, “My daughter has just died.
But come and put your hand on her, and she will live.” Jesus got up and went with him, and so did
his disciples… When Jesus entered the ruler’s house and saw the flute players and the noisy crowd,
he said, “Go away. The girl is not dead but asleep.” But they laughed at him. After the crowd had
been put outside, he went in and took the girl by the hand, and she got up. News of this spread
through all that region.” Matthew 9:18–26
Jesus resurrects Lazarus.
➢ “Now a man named Lazarus was sick…So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love
is sick.” When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s
glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it… “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I
am going there to wake him up.” His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” Jesus
had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. So, then he told
them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, and for your sake, I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe.
But let us go to him.” Then Thomas (called Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also
go, that we may die with him.” “On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the
tomb for four days... “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not
have died. But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” Jesus said to her, “Your
brother will rise again.” Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last
day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even
though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” “Yes,
Lord,” she told him, “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the
world…. When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said,
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and
the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and
troubled. “Where have you laid him?” he asked. “Come and see, Lord,” they replied. Jesus wept.
Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened
the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” Jesus, once more deeply moved, came
to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. “Take away the stone,” he said. But,
Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been
there four days.” Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory
of God?” So, they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that
you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people
standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, Jesus called in a
loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips
of linen and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”
John 11:1–44
Jesus prophesies that He will be resurrected in “three days.”
•

“When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple courts,
he found men selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. So,
he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and cattle; he scattered
the coins of the moneychangers and overturned their tables. To those who sold doves, he said, “Get
these out of here! How dare you turn my Father’s house into a market!” His disciples remembered
that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.” Then the Jews demanded of him, “What
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miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?” Jesus answered them,
“Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” The Jews replied, “It has taken
forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?” But the temple he
had spoken of was his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had
said. Then they believed the Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken. Now while he was in
Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many people saw the miraculous signs he was doing and believed
in his name. John 2:13–23
Let’s remind ourselves that Jesus, the Passover Lamb was resurrected on the Feast of First Fruits.
Jesus Christ, a Jew, born of a virgin in Bethlehem, came from the tribe of Judah and in the line of David.
Jesus lived a sinless life and was crucified on Passover. Jesus’ clothes were stripped from him so that He
hung on the cross totally naked. His beard was plucked from His face and a crown of thrones placed onto
His head. Nails were driven through His hands and feet, which held Him to the cross. A Roman spear was
driven into His side, and a sign hung above His head which read, “King of the Jews.” Crucifixion was a
cruel form of punishment, as its victim would die a slow and painful death of suffocation. This process
would take about three days. Towards the end of those three days, the victim’s legs were broken so that he
could no longer stand on his own and would collapse and die. What made the death of Jesus Christ so
interesting is that He died on the same day about six hours after He was first hung on the cross. Also, His
legs or bones were never broken. Why? It was because he had a Feast to fulfill.
Jesus was “buried” on the Feast of Unleavened Bread. And three days later, Jesus rose from the
grave—on the Feast of First Fruits.
➢ “Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. There was a violent earthquake, for
an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone, and sat
on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. The guards were so
afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. The angel said to the women, “Do not be
afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is
not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay.
Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is
going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told
you.” So, the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with
joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he
said. They came to him, clasped his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus
said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee;
there, they will see me.” Matthew 28:1–10
Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is one of the “pillars” of the Christian faith.
Believing Jesus rose from the dead becomes MORE believable when we read about the three resurrections
which occurred in the Old Testament and the three resurrections that occurred in the New Testament before
Jesus Christ was resurrected. But if Jesus was not resurrected from the dead, “we” are still “LOST” in our
sins, and our faith is futile.
•

“Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on
which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved… Christ died for our sins according
to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,
and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five
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hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen
asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me
also…But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that
there is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has
been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. More
than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that
he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. For if the
dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. And if Christ has not been raised, your
faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost.
If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men. But Christ has
indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since death
came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die,
so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he
comes, those who belong to him.” 1 Corinthians 15:1–34
In the Old Testament, the Jewish Nation celebrated First Fruits by waving sheaves of barley in the air to
The Lord as “wave offering,” thanking Him for His bountiful provision. Today, Christians celebrate the
resurrection of Jesus on “Easter,” though Easter is not mentioned in the Bible.
Easter celebrates the miracle of “Fertility” and “First Birth.” “Life” originates from an egg. The egg has no
historical or spiritual significance regarding the “Exodus.” Also, the egg has somehow “crept into” modern
Jewish Passover celebrations and is now included as one of the “items” placed on the “Passover Plate.” It
does not belong, “First Fruits” celebrates the miracle of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. The miracle of
“New Life” and “Second Birth” made possible by believing in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
That said, hopefully, one day, Pastors will replace the term “Easter” with the correct terminology that
celebrates the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. Here are three options or come up with your own.
✓ “Resurrection Sunday”
✓ “He is Risen Celebration”
✓ “Resurrection Festival”
Sadly, many (even within the church) do not believe in “resurrection.” However, resurrection from the
dead is another “Pillar” of the Christian faith. If Jesus was not raised, our faith is in vain.
•

“But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there
is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been
raised. And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. More than
that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he
raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. For if the
dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. And if Christ has not been raised,
your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are
lost. If only for this life, we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.” 1
Corinthians 15:12–19

Then after Jesus’ resurrection, MORE people were resurrected, too.
•

“And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. At that moment, the
curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks split. The
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tombs broke open, and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. They came
out of the tombs, and after Jesus’ resurrection, they went into the holy city and appeared to many
people.” Matthew 27:50–53
Peter raises Tabitha from the dead.
•

In Joppa, there was a disciple named Tabitha who was always doing good and helping the poor.
About that time, she became sick and died, and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs
room. Lydda was near Joppa; so, when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two
men to him and urged him, “Please come at once!” Peter went with them, and when he arrived, he
was taken upstairs to the room…Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees
and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes and
seeing Peter, she sat up…This became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord.
Peter stayed in Joppa for some time with a tanner named Simon.” Acts 9:36-43

Paul raises Eutychus from the dead.
•

“Seated in a window was a young man named Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep as Paul
talked on and on. When he was sound asleep, he fell to the ground from the third story and was
picked up dead. Paul went down, threw himself on the young man, and put his arms around him.
“Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “He’s alive!” Then he went upstairs again and broke bread and ate.
After talking until daylight, he left. The people took the young man home alive and were greatly
comforted.” Acts 20:9–12

Even though resurrection from the dead occurred in the Old Testament, some of the Sadducees did
not believe, and they tested Jesus, and He responds by quoting Exodus 3:6.
➢ “That same day, the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to him with a question.
“Teacher,” they said, “Moses told us that if a man dies without having children, his brother must
marry the widow and have children for him. Now there were seven brothers among us. The first one
married and died, and since he had no children, he left his wife to his brother. The same thing
happened to the second and third brother, right on down to the seventh. Finally, the woman died.
Now then, at the resurrection, whose wife will she be of the seven, since all of them were married to
her?” Jesus replied, “You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God.
At the resurrection, people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels
in heaven. But about the resurrection of the dead—have you not read what God said to you, ‘I am
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not the God of the dead but of
the living.” Matthew 22:23–32
Death is inevitable. Resurrection from the dead through belief in the Gospel of Jesus Christ is absolute.
Many Scriptures speak to the certainty of our resurrection from the dead.
➢ Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the
voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live.” John 5:24–25
• “If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in
his resurrection.” Romans 6:5.
• “Because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with
Jesus and present us with you in his presence.” 2 Corinthians 4:14
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That said, Jesus was resurrected on the Feast of “First Fruits,” which occurs seven days after the start of
Passover. He is the “First Fruits” from among the dead. And because Jesus was resurrected-we who believe
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, will be resurrected, too.

Israel’s Calamities
All of Israel’s Calamities Occurred on the Same Day- The 9th of Av.
We know come to a series of completing stories about the Jewish people. So, to understand the Jewish
People, we must celebrate their MANY achievements and also sympathize with their many calamities.
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Following is a fascinating review of the “calamities,” which have “befallen” the Jewish People in Her
“Past” and continued into Her “Present.” I prefer to use the word “calamity” to describe the following
events, while the majority of “Religious Rabbis” prefer to use the term “judgment.”
Interestingly, the “Day” each of these calamities began on the 9th of Av. “Av” is the 5th month in the
Biblical calendar. The fact that all these “calamities” started on the “same day” is another example of God’s
“repetitive cycles.”
Therefore, every year, on the 9th day of Av., the Nation of Israel has a National Day of Fasting called
“Tisha B Av.” This is a “Day” set aside to remember all the calamities in Israel’s history. And for three
weeks before “Tisha B Av,” Jews stay in an attitude of mourning, introspection, and prayer. And exactly
“Five Weeks” after “Tisha B Av,” is the “Feast of Trumpets.”
As we review each calamity, we will also learn more about Israel’s historical and spiritual history.

The Story of Unbelief- Twelve Spies Came Back with a Bad Report
After Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt (The Exodus), he sent 12 spies (Watchmen) to scout out the
“Promised Land” for 40 days and to come back with a report. And on the 9th of Av, the “12 Spies” came
back with their “report.” Ten of the spies gave a “bad report” and said they could not take the Land. They
claimed the inhabitants “were like giants” and that the Israelites “were like grasshoppers.” These 10
watchmen “Trumpeted” UNBELIEF! However, the other “2” spies, Joshua, and Caleb believed that the
Israelites could defeat the inhabitants and possess The Land God had given them. They Trumpeted
“BELIEF.” Unfortunately, the Nation of Israel chose to listen to the “unbelievers,” and they suffered the
consequences. Therefore, are the following calamities God’s “Judgement” on the Jewish People for their
unbelief? That’s a good question! Nevertheless, God is a gracious God. ALL of Israel’s calamities all lead
up to a monumental event worthy of the Sounding of God’s Trumpets-the Re-Birth of “ISRAEL,” which
we will see shortly.
When Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt, God did not take them directly to the “Promised Land.” Instead,
as is characteristic of God, He took His children on a path with many twists and turns. The “Path” God
chose for the Israelites to traverse out of Egypt was “roundabout” towards the Red Sea, not directly towards
it.
• “When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them on the road through the Philistine country,
though that was shorter. For God said, “If they face war, they might change their minds and return
to Egypt.” So, God led the people around by the desert road toward the Red Sea. The Israelites went
up out of Egypt armed for battle.” Exodus 13:17–18
Interestingly, had the Israelites “believed,” it would have taken them a mere two weeks to traverse from
Egypt to Canaan-a “straight path.” But it took 40 years (one year for each of the 40 days the 12 spies
scouted out the Land) as God waited for the unbelieving generation to die off. However, a “NEW”
generation of Hebrews was birthed during these 40 years. This new generation of Jews would grow up to
expect their inheritance of God’s Land. They would ALSO have been indoctrinated to “believe and trust”
God. ALL the unbelieving Israelites died except for Joshua and Caleb, who lived to finally cross over into
Israel.
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It’s also interesting to note that the inhabitants of the “Promised Land” were
indeed giants. The 10 spies were right on that account. We know from
historical records that the people living in “The Land” were about 4-5 feet
“taller” than any Israelite. Therefore, if an average Israelite was 5’8” tall, in
comparison, an “inhabitant” was at most 12 feet tall. This means the
inhabitants were “twice” as large as an Israelite. But the 10 “unbelieving”
spies said they were like grasshoppers in comparison to the inhabitants.
Maybe in their “minds,” they were, but the truth was the “giants” were only
twice the size of an Israeli. Look at the picture. Significant difference!
After wandering in the desert for 40 years (and all the unbelievers died),
Joshua (the other believer) sends out two spies into the “Promised Land” to
scout it out- “especially Jericho.” You’ll recall that these two spies were
“hidden” by a prostitute named Rahab. And it is in the following
conversation that we learn that Joshua and Caleb were RIGHT! They could
have taken the Land 40 years earlier. All they had to do was to BELIEVE.
•

“I know that the LORD has given this land to you and that a great fear
of you has fallen on us so that all who live in this country are melting
in fear because of you. We have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea for you
when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east
of the Jordan, whom you completely destroyed. When we heard of it, our hearts melted, and
everyone’s courage failed because of you, for the LORD, your God is God in heaven above and on
the earth below.”

Rahab is saying that the inhabitants of (God’s Land) had been living in FEAR for 40 years. Hindsight is
always “20-20,” which means that the original Israelites could have “walked in” and taken The Land, the
“first time around.” It’s unlikely they would have been met with any resistance. The truth is that God
would have “squashed” the inhabitants had the Israelites believed God. But their unbelief delayed God’s
blessing and their inheritance of “Their Land” for 40 years.

Page 313 ©2016 by Michael (Ben) Attar
You can read, download, or print this manuscript at www.GoodMoodFoundation.org

“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM
Subtitled “Sound the Trumpets in Zion”

The Story of an Evil King-The First Temple is Destroyed
The Kings of Israel

On the “9th of Av,” King Nebuchadnezzar came into
Jerusalem and destroyed “God’s City” and the First Temple.
King Nebuchadnezzar was an evil, pagan, Gentile King, and
he took Daniel and the Jews who had survived to Babylon,
where they remained “Captive” for 70 years. But the story
of Jerusalem’s destruction began long before King
Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem and the First Temple.

“The United Kingdom”
Saul
David
Solomon

Evil
Good
Started GoodEnded Evil

“The Divided Kingdom”
The Kings of Judah-“Southern Kingdom”
8 Good Kings and 12 Evil Kings
1. Rehoboam
2. Abijah
3. Asa
4. Jehoshaphat
5. Jehoram
6. Ahaziah
7. Athaliah
8. Joash
9. Amaziah
10. Uzziah (Azariah)
11. Jotham
12. Ahaz
13. Hezekiah
14. Manasseh
15. Amon
16. Josiah
17. Jehoahaz
18. Jehoiakim
19. Jehoiachin
20. Zedekiah

Evil
Evil
Good
Good
Evil
Evil
Evil
Good
Good
Good
Good
Evil
Good
Evil but Repented
Evil
Good
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil

The Kings of Israel-Northern Kingdom
19 Evil Kings
1. Jeroboam 1
2. Nadab
3. Baasha
4. Elah
5. Zimri
6. Omri
7. Ahab
8. Ahaziah
9. Jeroram
10. Jehu
11. Johoahaz
12. Jehoash
13. Jerobaom11
14. Zacariah
15. Shallum
16. Menahem
17. Pakhiah
18. Pekah
19. Hoshea

Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil
Evil

On the chart, please note that King Zedekiah was Judah’s
last King, and he reigned before Jerusalem’s destruction.
But God did NOT “install” Zedekiah as the King of Judah.
King Nebuchadnezzar, the King of Babylon, had wielded
power over Judah-long before he destroyed it. It was this
evil, pagan, Gentile, King Nebuchadnezzar, who “installed”
Zedekiah as King of Judah. And because of this, Jerusalem, FELL. Later, when we review the book of
Daniel, we’ll learn more about King Nebuchadnezzar and what God’s ultimate plan for the King was. It
will “surprise” you!
•

“Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem eleven
years…He did evil in the eyes of the LORD… It was because of the LORD’s anger that all this
happened to Jerusalem and Judah, and in the end, he thrust them from his
presence…Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon marched against Jerusalem with his whole army. They
camped outside the city and built siege works all around it. The city was kept under siege until the
eleventh year of King Zedekiah. By the ninth day of the fourth month, the famine in the city had
become so severe that there was no food for the people to eat. Then the city wall was broken
through, and the whole army fled…On the tenth day of the fifth month, in the nineteenth year of
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan commander of the imperial guard, who served the
king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. He set fire to the temple of the LORD, the royal palace and all
the houses of Jerusalem. Every important building, he burned down… The commander of the
imperial guard took away the basins, censers, sprinkling bowls, pots, lampstands, dishes, and bowls
used for drink offerings—all that were made of pure gold or silver….which King Solomon had
made for the temple of the LORD…So, Judah went into captivity, away from her land.” Jeremiah
52:1–34

Again, Israel did not follow “God’s Laws,” so God caused them to be exiled to Babylon as punishment.
Interestingly, the Prophet Jeremiah predicted Israel’s exile to Babylon would last for 70 years. He also
instructs Israel NOT to follow false “prophets” and “diviners” (false teachers).
•

“This is the text of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the surviving elders
among the exiles and to the priests, the prophets and all the other people Nebuchadnezzar had
carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon… It said: This is what the LORD Almighty, the God
of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: “Build houses and settle
down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for
your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters.
Increase in number there; do not decrease. Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which
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I have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.”
Yes, this is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “Do not let the prophets and diviners
among you deceive you. Do not listen to the dreams you encourage them to have. They are
prophesying lies to you in my name. I have not sent them,” declares the LORD. This is what the
LORD says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my
gracious promise to bring you back to this place.” Jeremiah 29:1–23
The Prophet Ezekiel also confronts the “People of God” (Jerusalem). Though God’s People had become
“unfaithful,” their God-the God of the Jewish People was “Faithful.” God does not go back on His Word.
He had made an “everlasting covenant” with His People, and He “upheld” it.
•

“The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, confront Jerusalem with her detestable practices
and say, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says to Jerusalem: Your ancestry and birth were in the
land of the Canaanites; your father was an Amorite and your mother, a Hittite. On the day you were
born your cord was not cut, nor were you washed with water to make you clean, nor were you
rubbed with salt or wrapped in cloths... for on the day you were born you were despised. “‘Then I
passed by and saw you kicking about in your blood, and as you lay there in your blood, I said to
you, “Live!” I made you grow like a plant of the field. You grew up and developed and became the
most beautiful of jewels… I spread the corner of my garment over you and covered your nakedness.
I gave you my solemn oath and entered into a covenant with you, declares the Sovereign LORD, and
you became mine…You became very beautiful and rose to be a queen. And your fame spread
among the nations on account of your beauty, because the splendor I had given you made your
beauty perfect, declares the Sovereign LORD. “‘But you trusted in your beauty and used your fame
to become a prostitute…In all your detestable practices and your prostitution, you did not remember
the days of your youth when you were naked and bare, kicking about in your blood. “‘Woe! Woe
to you declares the Sovereign LORD…You engaged in prostitution with the Egyptians…So I
stretched out my hand against you and reduced your territory; I gave you over to the greed of your
enemies, the daughters of the Philistines, who were shocked by your lewd conduct… I will deal
with you as you deserve because you have despised my oath by breaking the covenant. Yet I will
remember the covenant I made with you in the days of your youth, and I will establish an everlasting
covenant with you. Then you will remember your ways and be ashamed…So I will establish my
covenant with you, and you will know that I am the LORD.” Ezekiel 16:1–63

The Story of Pharisees and Sadducees - The Second Temple is Destroyed
Before the Second Temple was destroyed, on the “9th of Av., there had been a “shift” from “Temple
Worship” to the “Obedience” of God’s Law. And this “shift” morphed into two ruling classes; “Pharisees”
and “Sadducees.” Please review the following chart.
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Understanding the Pharisees/Scribes and the Sadducees/Sanhedrin
Scribes

Sadducees

“Lawyers”

“Religious Leaders”

The Scribes
primary job was
to copy the
Scriptures,
focusing on the
details and
“letter” of the
law.
However, by
“adding” their
“oral traditions”
and
“revelations” to
God’s Law they
were in fact
disobeying the
Law.

Sadducees came from an “aristocratic,” “liberal”
and “elitist” background. Sadducees were also
most likely to be a “Sanhedrin” which meant they
also served in a “Priestly” role. This is contrary to
God’s Law which said that only the Levities could
serve in a Priestly “role.” In addition, the
Sadducees ONLY believed in the Torah; the first
five books of the Bible and rejected ALL the other
Old Testament Scriptures (Joshua—Malachi).
They also did NOT believe in a future bodily
resurrection and did NOT believe in a coming
Messiah. Sadducees also held to a “free will”
mentality and incorporated “free will” into their
understanding and interpretation of the LAW.
Therefore, by acting in a “Priestly” role and by
“adding” to God’s Law, they were also
breaking God’s Law. The Sadducees hated their
counterparts, the Pharisees, except when they
found a common enemy I.E. Jesus.

Scribes also
drafted legal
documents,
contracts for
marriage,
divorce, loans,
inheritance, sale
of land, etc.

They Accepted Hellenism-

I find it fascinating that the Pharisees believed many of the things you and I believe. They believed:
❖ God’s Word (Old Testament) Genesis to Malachi.
❖ God was going to send a Messiah.
❖ God created a literal Heaven and a literal Hell.
❖ God will resurrect the dead.
❖ God ordained a “divine order,” I.E., The sun rises in the morning to the East, and it sets in the
evening to the West. If you let go of “something,” gravity will make it fall, etc.
The Pharisees also believed that all the calamities the Jews had endured (to date) were a punishment by
God for their not obeying “The Law.” So, what did the Pharisees do? They created MORE laws and when
they added these “laws” to God’s Laws. So, when Jesus Christ came proclaiming that He was the Messiah,
the Pharisees did not “look” in God’s Word (Genesis to Malachi) and weigh the Scriptures with the
“claims” of Jesus. Therefore, ultimately, the Pharisees failed to “SEE” Jesus in God’s WORD.
The Sadducees, on the other hand, accepted “Hellenism” while the Pharisees rejected it. Hellenism is a
term used to describe the influence of Greek culture on the peoples the Greek and Roman Empires
conquered. After the Jews' returned from 70 years in exile in Babylon, the Jews sought to protect their
national identity by following God’s Law. And about 100 years after the Jews returned, Alexander the
Great began conquering the “Known World” which led to the influence of Greek culture permeating into
Israel. The Sadducees accepted “Hellenism” and worked with their Gentile rulers (Greek and Roman) to
maintain peace and to ensure their political clout. The bottom line is that Hellenism changed God’s
ordained priesthood from the Levities to a Sadducee-controlled Sanhedrin. This resulted in God’s Law, the
Law of Moses being changed to reflect the Grecian laws. Today, Modern Judaism has its roots in the
Pharisees and Sadducees. And instead of “Two Sects,” there are now hundreds, maybe even thousands of
“sects” of Judaism. And each “sect” has its own “Rabbi” with its own list of laws, rules, and regulations.
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Model of the Old Jerusalem

On your tour to Israel, you will come to the Israel Museum and view a 1:50 scale model of Jerusalem in
the Second Temple period. This model is breathtakingly vast and accurate to the minutest detail. Just before
the Second Temple was destroyed, Jesus prophesied that the Temple would “Fall.”
➢ “Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with beautiful stones
and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, “As for what you see here, the time will come when
not one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown down.” Luke 21:5–6
And on the “9th of Av” (70 AD), the Romans invaded and destroyed Jerusalem and the Second Temple just
as Jesus had predicted.
➢ “As he was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher! What massive
stones! What magnificent buildings!” Do you see all these great buildings?” replied Jesus. “Not
one stone here will be left on another; everyone will be thrown down.” Mark 13:1-2
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Mount Masada

When the Romans invaded Jerusalem, many Jews were killed, and the rest fled. And of those who fled, a
group of 960 Jews retreated to the Mountain of “Masada” and survived for three years under impossible
odds.
One of the highlights of your tour to Israel will be a five-minute cable car ride up to the top of Masada. Or,
you can walk up the “mount” along a “guided” path.
In the picture, you can clearly see “Three Levels.” King Herod built a home on each of the three levels that
are literally carved into the SIDE of the mountain.
There were many buildings on “Masada” to house King Herod’s entourage (probably hundreds) of family,
friends, and military support. There were also buildings necessary to accommodate the food, water, and
provisions for his entourage. Also, it was essential to have housing and feeding stalls for all the animals
they used to get everyone and everything up and down the mountain.
So, after, these 960 Jews escaped to the top of Masada. The Romans quickly sent squadrons of soldiers up
the mountain. But the Romans were NOT able to make it up the Mount. Why not? I believe there can be
only one possible explanation. The Jews deconstructed the buildings and threw these stones at the
Romans, and inflicting casualties. Therefore, unable to climb the mountain, an estimated army of 15,000
“angry” Roman soldiers began building a ramp to ascend to the top of Masada. However, days before the
Romans reached the top of Masada, ALL 960 Jews chose suicide than face the sure and cruel torture of
the Romans.
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These 960 Jews took their own lives
instead of waiting for the Romans
to execute them-serving as a
“Testimony”
to
Future
Generations-to “Keep Fighting.”
And to this day, Masada is a sacred
monument of triumph in Israel’s past as it
illustrates the tenacity of the Jews to survive.
Which is one reason IDF forces, in training,
must climb up to the top of Masada.
But Masada also illustrates the will of the
Jews to die—even by suicide.
That’s why I don’t want you to ascend Masada, look out and just say
“amazing views.” I also want you to contemplate on the fact that 960 Jews
committed suicide and to consider ALL aspects of mental health.

The Story of Masada is Personal
There is a “phenomenon” in Israel that separates the Jewish Nation from any other Nation. This
phenomenon has enabled the Jews to grow and thrive and is the “backbone” of Israeli culture.
This phenomenon is called “a spirit of service,” and in Israel, EVERYONE serves.
This “spirit of service” has enabled the Jews to take a totally barren desert land and to turn it into a WorldClass Metropolis.
And it is God-Himself who placed this “spirit of service” into the Jews, which propels them to fulfill their
God-given mandate-BLESS the Gentiles.
Admittedly, I knew absolutely nothing about serving anyone but myself (and certainly not the Gentiles)
until after I believed the Gospel of Jesus Christ at the age of nineteen. And not to long after that, I
discovered the world of “ministry.”
The first ministry opportunity I can remember was making phone calls to those in the “Singles Class” who
hadn’t come in several weeks. From there, each subsequent ministry opportunity seemingly- “just
appeared.” So, I said, “yes,” and then poured my heart, soul, and finances into each “ministry.” By the time
I was thirty, I was finally given a Sunday School Class to serve. God “encouraged” me to teach the book
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of Hebrew, which is the most difficult book in the Bible to teach. The book is so “rich” it took two years
to work our way through it verse by verse. Of course, many other ministry opportunities took place before
getting to teach every Sunday.
I had often read and was taught that God does not truly “use” a person until they have experienced and
“navigated” through deep personal pain.
That said, now is the perfect time to share with you the ministry God gave me “charge” over -a ministry to
people with mental health and addiction issues. It’s a Christian Ministry that began in 2005 called “Good
Mood Foundation.” For the first 6 years, I served in obscurity, but in 2012, a brand new psychiatric and
addiction hospital opened its doors in Carrollton, Texas. Our ministry was chosen to provide “Faith-Based”
ministries to the patients, and for almost eight years, we faithfully served the patients. However, this mental
health ministry wasn’t born out of a vacuum. Instead, it was birthed out of real-life- “gut-wrenching”
personal experiences.
I believe it started as a young boy, hearing the many “stories” retold by my grandmother and stepgrandfather about the Holocaust. This included learning that members of our family in Poland chose to
commit suicide rather than face the Nazis. I would also learn that many first and second-generation
survivors of the Holocaust have similar issues. This led to the discovery of some in my family who struggle,
too. But other stories impacted me, also. Like learning that my nephew, who lived in Israel and served in
the IDF, committed suicide, or that an aunt died in a psychiatric hospital in Israel. And another aunt was in
and out of psychiatric hospitals all her life. Then out of “nowhere,” in 1993, I experienced a major
depression that would alter my life for the better.
That would lead to a 180-degree change in direction, and in 1998, I began to learn how to write. Then in
2004, I completed my first book entitled “My Pursuit of a Good Mood” that details my struggles and how
God helped me to recover. And in 2005, I started the “Good Mood Foundation.”
For 14 years, it was a “Joy” and an “Honor” as a Jew to minister to Gentiles and some Jews who struggled
with mental health and addiction issues. And as a “Direct Result” of that ministry, God called me to serve
in this new ministry of “God’s Trumpets” and “Israel.”
You can learn more about what we did and read my first book and learn more at
www.GoodMoodFoundation.org.
Interestingly, both Michelle and I would not be in ministry today if it had not been for my struggles. And
of all the fascinating stories God has given me, no story gives me greater credibility within in the Christian
community than Michelle, and I served through the pain of a significant struggle. And in the process
allowing God to move, work and have His way in our lives.
In the process, I learned that the issue of mental illness is not foreign to God.
In fact, the Bible clearly details FIVE people who dealt with suicidal thoughts. They also knew God in a
personal way and did not kill themselves.
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1. Moses- After the Israelites left Egypt (Exodus), they began to grumble and complain. Finally,
Moses had enough… Moses illustrates that being with people or an environment with constant
negativity, grumbling, and complaining can cause suicidal thoughts.
• “Now the people complained about their hardships in the hearing of the LORD, and when he heard
them, his anger was aroused. The rabble with them began to crave other food, and again the
Israelites started wailing and said, “If only we had meat to eat! We remember the fish we ate in
Egypt at no cost—also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions, and garlic. But now we have lost our
appetite; we never see anything but this manna!” The manna was like coriander seed and looked
like resin. Moses heard the people of every family wailing at the entrance to their tents…Moses
was troubled. He asked the LORD, “Why have you brought this trouble on your servant? What have
I done to displease you that you put the burden of all these people on me…Where can I get meat
for all these people? They keep wailing to me, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ I cannot carry all these people
by myself; the burden is too heavy for me. If this is how you are going to treat me, please go ahead
and kill me—if I have found favor in your eyes—and do not let me face my own ruin.” Numbers
11:1-17
2. Jonah-After God calls Jonah to preach to the “City of Nineveh,” he runs away and boards a ship
heading in the “opposite direction.” There is a fierce storm, and Jonah is thrown overboard. He gets
swallowed by a BIG fish, and in the belly of the fish, Jonah changes his mind. The fish vomits
Jonah on to dry land, he preaches to the City of Nineveh and God “saves” the entire City. However,
Jonah becomes angry at God for His grace and compassion towards Nineveh. Jonah has
enough...and illustrates that evangelistic success can cause suicidal thoughts.
• “But to Jonah, this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. He prayed to the LORD, “Isn’t this
what I said, LORD, when I was still at home? That is what I tried to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish.
I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God
who relents from sending calamity. Now, LORD, take away my life, for it is better for me to die than
to live.” Jonah 4
3. Job-After becoming very wealthy and due to no fault of his own, Job wakes up one morning, and
everything he has, including all his children, is gone. All he is left with is a contentious wife and
three “friends” who are not his friends, …illustrating that “loss” of family, loved one, and material
possessions can cause suicidal thoughts.
• “I will speak out in the anguish of my spirit; I will complain in the bitterness of my soul. “I prefer
strangling and death, rather than this body of mine. I despise my life; I would not live forever. Let
me alone; my days have no meaning.” Job 7:11–16
4. Elijah-After God shows Himself to be God with fire in the competition between the God of the
Bible and the prophets of Baal, Elijah has enough… and illustrates that spiritual success can cause
suicidal thoughts.
• “Elijah was afraid and ran for his life…He came to a broom tree, sat down under it, and prayed that
he might die. “I have had enough, LORD,” he said. “Take my life; I am no better than my ancestors.”
1 Kings 19:3-9
5. King David-After King David left his men on the battlefield, he is at home, looks out of his
window, and notices the wife of one of his men sunbathing. Her name is Bathsheba, and he calls
for her…and she conceives. King David attempts to cover up his sin by calling Bathsheba’s husband
away from the battlefield and encourages him to “be” with his wife. But he refuses. So, King David
orchestrates events so that Bathsheba’s husband is purposefully killed in battle. King David is
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eventually “called out” by the prophet Nathan. King David’s illegitimate child dies, and he deals
with severe depression…illustrating that sexual immorality, murder, sin, and the cover-up of sin
can cause depression. Many of the Psalms written by David are melancholic.
• “When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. For day and night,
your hand was heavy on me; my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer.” Psalm 32:3-4
Nehemiah knew God in a personal way, but suicidal ideations are not mentioned. Nehemiah is King
Artaxerxes’s cupbearer and goes to the King with a sad face after learning that the walls of Jerusalem had
been destroyed, …illustrating that seeing and learning of harm to family and Country (“Israel”) can cause
mood struggles.
•

“I took the wine and gave it to the king. I had not been sad in his presence before; so, the king asked
me, “Why does your face look so sad when you are not ill? This can be nothing but sadness of
heart.” I was very much afraid, but I said to the king, “May the king live forever! Why should my
face not look sad when the city where my fathers are buried lies in ruins, and its gates have been
destroyed by fire?” Nehemiah 2:1–3

That said, please remember that NO person in the Bible who knew God in a personal way killed themselves.
Yes, you and I know “Believers” who committed suicide. However, please be comforted. On the authority
of Scripture, ALL believers ENTER in God’s presence upon their death-no matter the cause. Thankfully,
we live in a day and age where “Help” is available for anyone who struggles with ANY type of mood
struggle, including suicidal thoughts.
The following are FIVE people in the Bible who also dealt with suicidal thoughts. They did not know God
in a personal way and did kill themselves.
1. Abimelech- After Abimelech got hit in the head with a millstone that is dropped from a window,
he kills himself… and illustrates that head and brain injuries can cause suicidal thoughts.
• “Abimelech went to Thebez and besieged it and captured it. Inside the city, however, was a
strong tower, to which all the men and women—all the people of the city—had fled. They had
locked themselves in and climbed up on the tower roof. Abimelech went to the tower and
attacked it. But as he approached the entrance to the tower to set it on fire, a woman dropped
an upper millstone on his head and cracked his skull. Hurriedly he called to his armor-bearer,
“Draw your sword and kill me so that they can’t say, ‘A woman killed him.’” So, his servant
ran him through, and he died.” Judge 9:50-53
2. Ahithophel- David’s most trusted advisor was always appreciated, and his advice acted on.
However, one day, King David rejects Ahithophel’s counsel. After his advice was rejected by King
David, Ahithophel goes home and puts his affairs in order and then commits suicide (hangs himself)
and illustrates that rejection can cause suicidal thoughts.
•

“Now in those days, the advice Ahithophel gave was like that of one who inquires of God. That
was how both David and Absalom regarded all of Ahithophel’s advice…When Ahithophel saw
that his advice had not been followed, he saddled his donkey and set out for his house in his
hometown. He put his house in order and then hanged himself.” 2 Samuel 16:23-17:23

3. King Saul-After being filled with jealousy against David, an evil spirit enters the King. Later, he
draws his sword and kills himself, illustrating that envy and jealousy can cause depressive “rage.”
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“When the men were returning home after David had killed the Philistine, the women came out
from all the towns of Israel to meet King Saul with singing and dancing, with joyful songs and
with tambourines and lutes. As they danced, they sang: “Saul has slain his thousands, and David
his tens of thousands.” Saul was very angry; this refrain galled him. “They have credited David
with tens of thousands,” he thought, “but me with only thousands. What more can he get but
the kingdom?” And from that time on, Saul kept a jealous eye on David. The next day an evil
spirit from God came forcefully upon Saul. He was prophesying in his house, while David was
playing the harp, as he usually did. Saul had a spear in his hand, and he hurled it, saying to
himself, “I’ll pin David to the wall.” But David eluded him twice.” 1 Samuel 18:6–11
“Now the Philistines fought against Israel…The Philistines pressed hard after Saul and his sons,
and they killed his sons…The fighting grew fierce around Saul, and when the archers overtook
him, they wounded him critically. Saul said to his armor-bearer, “Draw your sword and run me
through, or these uncircumcised fellows will come and run me through and abuse me.” But his
armor-bearer was terrified and would not do it; so, Saul took his own sword and fell on it.” 1
Samuel 31:1-4

4. Zimri- After committing murder and trying to “escape” the consequences, Zimri commits suicide
and illustrates that sin and the cover-up of wrongdoing can cause suicidal thoughts.
• “When the Israelites in the camp heard that Zimri had plotted against the king and murdered him,
they proclaimed Omri, the commander of the army, king over Israel that very day there in the camp.
Then Omri and all the Israelites with him withdrew from Gibbethon and laid siege to Tirzah. When
Zimri saw that the city was taken, he went into the citadel of the royal palace and set the palace on
fire around him. So, he died because of the sins he had committed, doing evil in the eyes of the
LORD.” 1 Kings 16:16–19
5. Judas- After “selling out” Jesus for 30 pieces of silver, Satan enters Judas. Later, he changes his
mind, but it’s too late. Judas commits suicide and illustrates that betrayal and ill-gotten gains can
cause suicidal thoughts. It’s also important to understand that Judas was NOT a believer even
though he was one of Jesus’ twelve disciples. That said, Satan or his demons can NOT enter a
believer. Believers can be “oppressed,” but they can NOT be possessed.
• “Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was approaching, and the chief priests
and the teachers of the law were looking for some way to get rid of Jesus, for they were afraid of
the people. Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve. And Judas went to the
chief priests and the officers of the temple guard and discussed with them how he might betray
Jesus. They were delighted and agreed to give him money. He consented and watched for an
opportunity to hand Jesus over to them when no crowd was present.” Luke 22:1–6
• “When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with remorse
and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders. “I have sinned,” he said,
“for I have betrayed innocent blood.” “What is that to us?” they replied. “That’s your
responsibility.” So, Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged
himself.” Matthew 27:3-5
King Nebuchadnezzar did not know God in a personal way (in the beginning). And though suicidal
ideations are not mentioned, King Nebuchadnezzar was afflicted with a mental illness. Thankfully, King
Nebuchadnezzar turned his heart towards God, and a vile and evil Gentile King became a “believer.” We’ll
review this story in greater detail later when we review “Daniel.”
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Transformed by the Renewal of Your Mind
When a person believes in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, “some” changes occur instantaneously, while
“other” changes occur over time. Bu the end result is that an unregenerate mind is “transformed,” and
the believer has the “Mind of Christ.” That said, the spiritual battleground is in the “Mind.” Therefore,
a BIG part of getting and staying well emotionally, mentally, and spiritually is discovering that:

I am NOT who I say “I” am.
I am NOT who “you,” say “I” am.
I am NOT who the “enemy” says “I” am.

I Am Who GOD SAYS “I” Am
I am BLESSED because I am a child of God.
•

“Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God.” John 1:12

I am BLESSED with heavenly citizenship.
•

“The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly
kingdom. To him be glory forever and ever.” 2 Tim 4:18

I am BLESSED with an inheritance.
•

“But you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him, we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself
testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs—
heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may
also share in his glory.” Romans 8:17.

I am BLESSED with eternal life.
➢ Jesus said, “I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out
of my hand.” John 10:28
I am BLESSED with being a friend of God.
➢ Jesus said, “I no longer call you servants because a servant does not know his master’s business.
Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father, I have made
known to you.” John 15:15
I am BLESSED by having my name written in the Lamb's book of life.
•

“Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but
only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.” Revelation 21:27
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I am BLESSED with forgiveness.
•

“I am writing to you, dear children, because your sins have been forgiven on account of his
name.” 1 John 2:12
I am BLESSED with the indwelling Holy Spirit.
•

“You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the
Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong
to Christ.” Rom. 8:9

I am BLESSED with abounding grace.
•

“God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need,
you will abound in every good work.” 2 Cor. 9:8

I am BLESSED with eternal love.
•

“I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor
the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:38-39

I am BLESSED with sainthood.
•

“To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be his holy
people, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ—
their Lord and ours.” 1 Corinthians 1:2

I am BLESSED with a sound mind-I have the mind of Christ.
•

“God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.” 2 Timothy
1:7

Healing!
In the Spring of 1978 (I was 17 years old), “something” happened to me. I didn’t understand “what”
at the time. But in May 2017, (40 years later) “something else” happened to me that can ONLY be
described as a miracle. Shortly after that, I sent the following letter to my Father. And because of what
happened to me, I “lost” NOTHING but gained “EVERYTHING!”
May 2017
Father,
All my adult life, I have struggled with an “inner pain” that could best be described as debilitating.
Whenever the inner pain arose, I would become physically incapacitated-impotent! By choice, I chose
to harness the inner pain as a motivating force that enabled me to accomplish MANY things. I also
used this inner pain as a “steering mechanism” regarding personal relationships. Still, there were times
when the pain became so unbearable that I could do nothing except to “escape.” As hard as I tried, I
could NOT identify the source of my inner pain.
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The last time we spoke (in November of 2016), you offered to send me to school to become an X-Ray
Technician. Maybe you forgot that I am 56 years old. Anyhow, you promised to pay for my education.
Then you said, “I give you my word.” Immediately, after we hung up, this inner pain raised up again
inside of me. It was unbearable. I was infuriated with your offer and your insistence — “I give you
my word.” Where did I hear “I give you my word” before? As I contemplated my excruciating inner
pain, I REMEMBERED!!!
When I was 17 years old, (ME) Michael Nathanial Attar EARNED a Full-Four Year Music
Scholarship to College. This included private music lessons. Who was it that worked so hard practicing
his trumpet? ME! All I had to pay for were for my textbooks and show up. I can still remember how
proud you were of me. You were lying on the sofa downstairs, and you were smiling. Then I explained
that I needed money for my books and transportation. Then you uttered these words, “I will provide-I
GIVE YOU MY WORD.”
College began, and I asked you for money? You started to yell at me. I asked again and again for
money for my books and transportation. NO! Mom did what she could, but you took her paycheck.
You oversaw the money. NO! You said over and over again! I began to explode inside. Regardless of
who I was and who you thought I was. That should not have mattered. I was 17-18 IMPERFECT!
Yes, I made some bad choices. But I needed an education. I had earned a scholarship. You had
promised to pay for my books and transportation. I was under your roof. You were the head of the
house. You can’t put that on me, nor can you put that on mother. It was on you!
A time came when I could no longer “show up.” I had no money. I stayed in my room-in PAIN! Then
EVERY morning like clockwork, you came into my room and taunted me. “HALF BRAIN”-over and
over and over again. NAMES-CURSING-YELLING! Slamming the door. Again and again, every
morning it was same thing! The end result is that I sold my trumpet for $150 to buy a suit to look for
a job. But still, you taunted me. You never kept your word to me! I found a door that opened! I took
it and left home.
From that time on, you know that God has transformed me! You will be hard-pressed to find any time
when I wasn’t loving, gracious, forgiving, gentle, and kind to you. NEVER did I curse you. NEVER
did I hang up the phone on you! And ALWAYS when I failed, I asked for your forgiveness. You and
I have always been “good.” Except for those times when you just “lose it” and begin to taunt me with
insults, cursing, and yelling. It’s as if I was dealing with someone who was “sleepwalking.”
Sleepwalkers have no idea of what happened when they “wake up.” Therefore, the ONLY reason I
have failed to call you from Oct 2015-November 2016, is I could not deal with the blizzard of inner
pain. I became impotent and didn’t call. Though I wanted to call you EVERY day! I haven’t called
you since Nov 2016 because I was “processing.”
After your “offer,” I struggled deeply. I NOW recognized the source of my inner pain. It came from
you not honoring your word to me regarding my education. How I suffered when I left home trying to
find my way… I often prayed to God about my inner pain and asked that HE would take it away. Or
let me die! For 38 years, He did not! But NOW that I recognized the source of my inner pain, I said
these words, “I forgive my father.” I cannot explain it, except to explain it this way. Right before Mitzi
died, I held her in my arms, and then in an instant, I felt her spirit leave her body. That’s what God did
for me! I literally experienced the “bondage” that weighed me down for 38 years—LEAVE ME! I
consider this a miracle!!! The inner pain is GONE!
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True forgiveness is really a one-sided event. I don’t need or require any acknowledgment, etc. You’ve
already acknowledged your behavior towards me while I was under your roof. I get it! Hurt people—
HURT PEOPLE. You’ve had to deal with your own inner struggles. We ALL do! I also want you to
know that being an X-Ray Tech was your dream. It was not and is not my dream. For weeks now,
every day I wake up and the “inner pain” is NOT there. It is liberating. I would, therefore, like to try
again to serve my father and to continue honoring him (and my mother).
I would like you to tell me how I can honor you and help you.
In conclusion: Why now? Why, after 38 years? I can’t answer these questions right now, but I do have
one question for you. Will you please be reconciled to me?
I love you, dearly. You are my father! It was wrong of me not to call- but now we both know why.
Please forgive me! Again, I ask respectfully. Please let us be reconciled! First-born, always! Michael

-In 25 years of working with the brain, I still cannot affect a person’s state of mind
the way one simple song can.” –
Dr. Richard Pellegrino, Neurologist

“I Am Set Free
By All Sons & Daughters
You broke my chains of sin and shame
And You covered me with grace
And You mend my life with Your holy fire
You cover me with grace
And You are the hand that reaches out to save
And I am set free, oh
I am set free, oh
It is for freedom that I am set free
(Repeat Verse and Chorus)
And yes Lord
We are grateful
For Your grace
And for Your love
Yes Lord
We are grateful
For Your grace and for Your love
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The Story of a False Messiah- Jews Lose Jerusalem Again in “Betar”
After the Romans destroyed and decimated Jerusalem and the Second Temple, most people would have
given up. But the Jews aren’t “most people”-they are God’s people. So, the Jews kept on “revolting.” And
they also kept on losing.
However, the Jews finally succeeded with a revolt called the “Bar Kokhba Revolt.”
In 132 AD, “Simon Bar Kokhba,” organized a large guerilla army and succeeded in throwing the Romans
out of Jerusalem. This appeared to be a miracle and produced “relative peace” in Israel for about two and
a half years.
Therefore, many “Religious Jews” believed Simon Bar Kokhba was the “Messiah,” and he was given the
nickname “Bar Kokhba” or “Son of Star,” which comes from the Book of Numbers (24:17): “There shall
come a star out of Jacob.” The “Star” is a reference to the Messiah. But in the end, Simon Bar Kokhba
was NOT the Messiah, as the meaning of his name “Bar Kokhba” comes to light- “Son of a Lie.” Simon
Bar Kokhba was, in fact, a “False Messiah.”
God’s Word has much to say about “False Messiahs,” too.
➢ Jesus said, “Watch out that no one deceives you. For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am
the Christ,’ and will deceive many.” Matthew 24:4–6
The Apostle Paul said;
•

“But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, your minds may somehow
be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ. For if someone comes to you and
preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different spirit from the one
you received or a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it easily enough…For
such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as apostles of Christ. And no
wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. It is not surprising, then, if his servants
masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve.” 2
Corinthians 11:1–15

Historical evidence seems to show that after the Romans lost Jerusalem to “Simon Bar Kosiba,” they were
“hesitant” to meet the Jews in open battle. The “fighting attitude” of the Jews was unstoppable because
they were willing to die for their faith. But the Romans came back and met Simon Bar Kosiba and his
fighting men in the city of “Betar” (which is southwest of Jerusalem). However, this battle turned out to be
Simon Bar Kosiba’s “last stand” as the city of “Betar” fell on the “9th of Av” in the year 135. And the Jews
lost Jerusalem, again.

The Story of Razing- The Temple Site is Leveled
Whenever there are earthquakes and buildings are toppled to the ground. Men and machinery are brought
in to clear the “destruction” and level the ground so that new structures can be erected. This is the thought
behind what, Turnus Rufus (a Roman officer) did to the site of the Second Temple on the “9th of Av.” He
“cleared” the site so that a Roman city called Aelia Capitolina could be built. It was the sin of Israel’s
Kings, Priests, and Teachers who led Israel astray. Therefore, God used the prophet, Micah, to prophesy
that the Second Temple would be “leveled.”
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“Then I said, “Listen, you leaders of Jacob, you rulers of the house of Israel. Should you not know
justice, you who hate good and love evil…Then they will cry out to the LORD, but he will not
answer them. At that time, he will hide his face from them because of the evil they have done…They
will all cover their faces because there is no answer from God…Hear this, you leaders of the house
of Jacob, you rulers of the house of Israel, who despise justice and distort all that is right; who build
Zion with bloodshed, and Jerusalem with wickedness. Her leaders judge for a bribe, her priests
teach for a price, and her prophets tell fortunes for money. Yet they lean upon the LORD and say,
“Is not the LORD among us? No disaster will come upon us.” Therefore because of you, Zion will
be plowed like a field, Jerusalem will become a heap of rubble, the temple hill, a mound overgrown
with thickets.” Micah 3:1–12

Jesus also said the same thing.
➢ Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his
attention to its buildings. “Do you see all these things?” he asked. “I tell you the truth, not one
stone here will be left on another; everyone will be thrown down.” Matthew 24:1–2

The Story of Lies- The First Crusade is Declared
For thousands of years, Jews, Muslims, and even Christians have claimed that Jerusalem is their Holy City
and that the Land of Israel belongs to them. So, who does “Jerusalem” belong, too?
Jerusalem, God’s Holy City belongs to the God of the Bible.
However, Jerusalem is situated in the Land of Israel, which God gave the Jewish People (see the sixth
Covenant -Land Covenant). Therefore, the historical and Biblical evidence proves that the Jews lived in
the “Promised Land” for thousands of years before any Christian or Muslim did.
With that in mind, over five hundred years after the Jews lost the
Second Temple and were banished to the “four corners” of the earth.
The Muslims entered Jerusalem and took control. They also built
the “Dome of the Rock” on the Temple Mount.
Interestingly, the Muslims allowed Christians and Jews to make
pilgrimages to visit Jerusalem and to live there. However, around
1095 C.E., a new group of Muslims called “Seljuk Turks” took over
control of Israel and Jerusalem. They also closed off Israel to ALL Jews and Christians who wanted to
make a pilgrimage there.
This incident “ignited” a “war machine,” called the “Crusades.” The stated goal of the Crusades was to
conquer the Land of Israel for the benefit of the “Christians.” Therefore, on the “9th of Av,” Pope Urban II
of the Roman Catholic Church declared the beginning of the First Crusade.
Eight Crusades were fought throughout the 11th 12th and 13th centuries. However, the Crusades were
perpetrated by “lies.” Let’s examine some of them.
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To begin, Pope Urban II told the “Christians” in Europe to “Take up the cross” and become a “Crusader.”
The word “Crusade” comes from the Latin word “crux,” meaning cross. However, “Take up the cross” is
a misrepresentation from what Jesus said,
➢ “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For
whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. What good
will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in
exchange for his soul?” Matthew 16:24–28
Keep in mind, that in Jesus’ day, the Cross meant ONLY one thing-death by the most painful and
humiliating means human beings had developed to date. That’s why the Romans forced convicted criminals
to carry “their own cross” to the place of their crucifixion while they faced humiliation, ridicule, and scorn
along the way. You’ll recall that Jesus carried “His cross” up to Golgotha. So, when Jesus said, “take up
his cross,” He meant it literally! Therefore, if you were convicted and punished to death by crucifixion,
you would literally have to “take up [your] cross” all the way to the place of your crucifixion.
That said, the Pope lied to the “Crusaders” because he conveniently forgot to include the “connecting”
verses “Deny yourself” “and follow me”-[Jesus]. Instead, the Pope took this verse out of context and said,
“Take up the cross” and “follow me”-The Pope. Then he added, “Go to Israel, fight the Muslims and
throw them out so we the Christians can have the Land.” The Pope convinced the “Crusaders” that it was
their duty as Christians to “liberate” the Land of Israel for the Christians, sake. This is a lie. Israel belongs
to the Jews-NOT the Christians-NOT any other people group. But the Crusaders “conveniently” didn’t
know or didn’t understand. I believe that if the “Crusaders” who were indeed Christians (most were not)
had a Bible and read it, they would have never left Europe.
Another lie that Pope Urban II perpetrated on the “Crusaders” was diabolical. He promised them
“forgiveness of their sins” if they left Europe to fight the Muslims. However, ONLY Jesus can forgive
sins. Earlier, we looked at the story of the paralytic who was carried to Jesus and how Jesus forgave his
sins.
➢ “When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” Now some
teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves…Who can forgive sins but God
alone… and he said to them… Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or
to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority
on earth to forgive sins….” He said to the paralytic, “I tell you, get up, take your mat, and go
home.” Mark 2:1–12
Many of the “Crusaders” who went to Israel to fight the Muslims did so because they believed their sins
would be forgiven. How sad! Also, keep in mind that the Crusaders went to war under orders given by the
Roman Catholic Church, whom they believed was the “True Christian Church.” Not so! They also
believed that the Pope was God’s true representative. Not so, either! In the Crusader’s attempt to capture
Israel, tens of thousands of God’s People-the Jews were killed, and numerous Jewish Communities
decimated. The killing of God’s People was made in the name of “Jesus Christ” by people “wearing” or
adorning a “Cross” on their clothing and weaponry. My study shows that the Crusaders most likely were
also singing Christian hymns as they slaughtered God’s people. The greatest tragedy is that today, many
Jews are leery of Christians, the symbol of the cross, and the Christian Church. This is understandable!
The reason being is that Jews still equate Christians, the symbol of the cross, and the Christian Church
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with the Crusades. Therefore, to any Jew who is reading this, PLEASE understand that the Crusades did
NOT originate with the God of the Bible. Also, the Crusaders were NOT Christ’s ambassadors.
In my study, it appears that the Roman Catholic Church may have had “other” motives in wanting to
conquer Israel away from the Muslims. They used their “stated purpose” (which sounded spiritual but was
Biblically diabolical) along with lies to manipulate tens of thousands of “so-called” Christians to do their
bidding. It seems they may have done this for “political and financial gain.” That said, lies and spiritual
manipulation is still occurring within “Faith” circles. Take, for example, the term “Church,” which appears
on many “buildings.” The word “Church” on a building doesn’t mean the people in that “church building”
are authentic Christians or that it is a “True Biblical Church.” Also, the term “Pastor” or other
“designation” may appear after a person’s name. But that doesn’t mean the person is a “True Christ
Follower,” either.
In conclusion, Pope Urban II acted treasonously against God, His Word, and His People by beginning the
Crusades. He was a false prophet. Here’s what Jesus said about “false prophets.”
➢ “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are
ferocious wolves. By their fruit, you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes
or figs from thistles? Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A
good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus, by their fruit, you will recognize them.”
Matthew 7:15–20
Here’s what the Apostle Paul said.
• “But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of themselves,
lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without
love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous,
rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God—having a form of godliness but
denying its power. Have nothing to do with them. They are the kind who worm their way into
homes and gain control over weak-willed women, who are loaded down with sins and are swayed
by all kinds of evil desires, always learning but never able to acknowledge the truth…men of
depraved minds, who, as far as the faith is concerned, are rejected. But they will not get very far
because, as in the case of those men, their folly will be clear to everyone. 2 Timothy 3:1–9
The “Cross” was a symbol of suffering and shame during the time of the Romans. Then during the
Crusades, the “Cross” became a symbol of fear and dread as Jews and Muslims who saw it knew they
would most likely be killed. Today, the “Cross” is worn as jewelry by millions of
people to identify themselves as “Christ-followers” and also those who do not know
Christ. Therefore, just because you see a “Cross” adorned around somebody’s neck
or affixed on a building, etc. doesn’t mean that person or person(s) know Jesus
Christ.
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Interestingly, after the Crusaders captured Jerusalem in 1099, the Crusaders put a “Cross” on top of the
Dome of the Rock. It became a Church called the “Templum Domini”- Temple of God. In summary, the
Crusades began under “false pretenses” by a “false church” and a “false leader”Pope Urban II. The God of the Bible was NEVER a part of this “false campaign.”
To call the “Dome of the Rock” with a Cross of top-Temple of God-is a travesty.
And for the Jews, today, the fact that the “Dome of the Rock” sits on top of the Holy
Ground where God’s TRUE Temple once stood is an “abomination.”
After Jerusalem was recaptured by the Muslims and the Dome of the Rock was reconsecrated as a Muslim shrine. The cross on top of the “Dome” was replaced by a
“crescent moon.” Interestingly, the symbol of a “crescent moon and star” has been
adapted on the “Flags” of countries where Islam is a state religion or has a large Muslim population.
Finally, one of the defining “hallmarks” of a TRUE Christian Church and Christ-follower is that they
LOVE Israel and Jewish people. They will do everything in their power to BLESS Israel and the Jews.
The Crusaders did neither. Instead, they desecrated God’s Land and killed God’s people. Therefore, for
these and other reasons, the Crusades and the Crusaders failed.

The Story of Jewish Money Lenders-The Jews are Expelled from England
To understand the background of why King Edward I expelled the Jews from England, let’s review what
God instructed the Jews regarding money lending. To begin, one aspect of the Mosaic Law was that Jews
were not to charge interest on any loans they made to each other.
•

“If you lend money to one of my people among you who is needy, do not be like a moneylender;
charge him no interest. If you take your neighbor’s cloak as a pledge, return it to him by sunset
because his cloak is the only covering he has for his body. What else will he sleep in? When he
cries out to me, I will hear, for I am compassionate.” Exodus 22:25–27

Also, at the end of every seven years, all debts in force amongst fellow Jews were to be canceled.
•

“At the end of every seven years, you must cancel debts…Every creditor shall cancel the loan he
has made to his fellow Israelite. He shall not require payment from his fellow Israelite or brother,
because the LORD’s time for canceling debts has been proclaimed. You may require payment from
a foreigner, but you must cancel any debt your brother owes you… The seventh year, the year for
canceling debts is near…If a fellow Hebrew, a man, or a woman, sells himself to you and serves
you six years, in the seventh year you must let him go free. And when you release him, do not send
him away empty-handed. Supply him liberally from your flock, your threshing floor, and your
winepress. Give to him as the LORD your God has blessed you. Remember that you were slaves
in Egypt and the LORD your God redeemed you. That is why I give you this command today.”

Also, a Jew who had indentured themselves as a slave could become a “servant for life.”
•

“But if your servant says to you, “I do not want to leave you,” because he loves you and your
family and is well off with you, then take an awl and push it through his ear lobe into the door,
and he will become your servant for life. Do the same for your maidservant. Do not consider it a
hardship to set your servant free, because his service to you these six years has been worth twice
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as much as that of a hired hand. And the LORD, your God, will bless you in everything you do.”
Deuteronomy 15:1–18
The Jews used a different “set of standards” than all the other “people groups.”
•

“If one of your countrymen becomes poor and is unable to support himself among you, help him
as you would an alien or a temporary resident, so he can continue to live among you. Do not take
interest of any kind from him…You must not lend him money at interest or sell him food at a
profit. I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt to give you the land of Canaan and
to be your God. “‘If one of your countrymen becomes poor among you and sells himself to you,
do not make him work as a slave. He is to be treated as a hired worker or a temporary resident
among you; he is to work for you until the Year of Jubilee. Then he and his children are to be
released, and he will go back to his own clan and to the property of his forefathers. Because the
Israelites are my servants, whom I brought out of Egypt, they must not be sold as slaves. Do not
rule over them ruthlessly but fear your God. Leviticus 25:35–43

That said, the mindset amongst the Christians living in Europe at the time (before the Jews being expelled)
was that lending money and charging interest was un-Christian and sinful. However, the Bible never
explicitly says that you cannot lend money and charge interest. Instead, the Bible says if you borrow, you
are a slave to the lender.
•

“The borrower is servant to the lender.” Proverbs 22:7

The Bible also says that if you borrow, then you should pay it back.
• “The wicked borrow and do not repay.” Psalm 37:21
Jesus also reiterates the main points regarding money lending.
Jesus said;
➢ “Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.
Matthew 5:42
➢ “And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even
‘sinners’ lend to ‘sinners,’ expecting to be repaid in full. But love your enemies, do good to them,
and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you
will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be merciful, just
as your Father is merciful.” Luke 6:34–36
The Jews were not allowed to charge interest on money they loaned to fellow Jews. The Mosaic Law
allowed Jews to lend money (with interest) to “foreigners,” which are Non-Jews and Christians. Therefore,
that’s what many Jews over many centuries did-they were money lenders.
In England, the “government” borrowed heavily from the Jewish moneylenders. In fact, “William the
Conqueror” offered the Jewish “Money Lenders” special status of protection and “declared” them to be
subjects of the King. However, this “special status” came with a “cost.” Therefore, anytime, the King
needed money, he would impose a “special tax” against the Jewish moneylenders without the need of
approval from Parliament. This system worked as long as the Jews were allowed to “make money” so
they could pay the “special tax” when it was imposed. However, things became progressively more
difficult for the Jews living in England as anti-Semitism continued to rise.
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Then in 1287, King Edward I preemptively seized all Jewish property and transferred all debts which were
owed to the Jews to his name. What this meant was that any money owed to the Jews was now owed
directly to King Edward I himself. What a despicable act! And then on July 18, 1290, the “9th of Av,”
King Edward I issued an “Edict of Expulsion.” Jews had until November 1st to leave England. Any Jews
who remained after that date would be executed. And if you think that was bad enough, the Jews also had
to pay “another” special tax before leaving. It’s estimated that about 3,000 Jews were forced to leave
England.
It’s important to recall that God is in control, and His Promises are TRUE. One of God’s promises is
revealed in the Abrahamic Covenant. God placed the Jews on the earth to Bless the Gentiles. In turn, the
Gentiles are to Bless the Jews. Unfortunately, King Edward didn’t understand this Biblical Truth. So, he
deliberately stole Jewish property, money, and wealth by expelling them from England. In actuality, he
was also invoking God’s curses. However, this “despicable act” of stealing property, money, and wealth
from the Jews had already occurred many times in Israel’s history. And the “same” would happen many
times in their future. And though the Jews had been expelled from England, they would continue their
role in money lending throughout the world. The Jews would also return to England.
In 1798 Nathan Mayer von Rothschild (a Jew) founded The Rothschild Banking Family of England. The
“Rothschilds” name would become synonymous with “Banking” as they created and own many of the
“Central Banks” throughout the world. But their MOST significant role as “Zionists” was to help the Jews
return to their God-Given Land-ISRAEL!

The Story of America- The Jews are Expelled from Spain
After the Jews were driven out of Jerusalem in 70 AD, they were scattered to the “four corners” of the
world. Sometimes, the “foreign” Countries the Jews lived in were kind to them, and sometimes they were
not. And although many of these Countries had a strong “Church” presence, as a whole, the “Church”
FAILED the Jews. One of the most significant failings of the “Church” was their attempt to “force” the
Jews to convert to “Christianity.”
That said, it’s important to remember that you can’t force anyone to believe The Gospel of Jesus Christ
and become a Christian. The Gospel is a personal choice that comes by God’s Spirit, “moving” in the heart
of the “seeker.” A person may believe after they’ve heard the Gospel preached in the context of a sermon
or biblical teaching. Sometimes, they believe after reading the Gospels in their Bible. Or, other times, after
a spiritual conversation with a friend.
And as far as “conversion” goes, it’s also important to understand that a Jew who believes the Gospel
of Jesus Christ does NOT “forfeit their Jewish background. Nor do they forsake their Jewish traditions,
including the Festivals, Shabbat, etc. Instead, Christianity brings everything Jewish into its TRUE
perspective. A Jew who believes the Gospel-does NOT “convert” to Christianity. Christianity is the
fulfillment of Judaism.
Also, keep in mind that within the “Worldwide” Church, there are many different denominations. There
are also many distinctive styles of leadership, music, and rituals within each denomination. And, so long
as a “Church” believes in the “Essentials” of the Gospel. Though they may differ in the “non-essential”
doctrines (for purposes of this discussion), they are a Christian Church. It’s also important to remember
that not everyone who is part of the “Church” is a TRUE Christians. Therefore, if the “Church” understood
what I said about “conversions” and what God’s Word says about how “Gentiles” should treat the Jews, I
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believe most of the “violence” against the Jews (and other people groups) in the NAME of the Church
might have been avoided.
One denomination that was prevalent throughout Church History is the “Catholic Church.” I believe that
Catholics sometimes get a “bad rap” by mainline denominations who say that Catholics aren’t Christian.
That’s not true! I know “Catholics” who are born again-Spirit Filled-Bible believing Christians. You
probably do, too.
With all this in mind, let’s go back to Spain at the time of “Christopher Columbus,” where the “Catholic
Church” had a dominant presence. Unfortunately, the Catholic Church “forced” the Jews to convert to
Catholicism. It is estimated that over half of Spain’s Jewish population “supposedly” converted. However,
most of these Jews continued to practice Judaism. The “Church” got “fed up” with these “faked”
conversions.
Therefore, on March 31, 1492, King Ferdinand and his wife Isabella issued an edict that the Jews would
be expelled from Spain. The Jews were given 4 months to sell their property, put their affairs in order, and
leave. However, the Gentiles and even the Christians took advantage of the situation. Jews selling their
homes (and private property) received much less than it was worth. Also, the Jews couldn’t get anyone to
repay “loans” they had made. The “debtors” knew the Jews were on their “way out,” so they didn’t honor
the repayment of their loans.
And on July 31, 1492, (the 9th of Av”), the edict was enforced. Any Jew who remained was executed and
their property confiscated. God knew His People were going to be expelled from Spain, so He was working
“behind the scenes.”
For months before the Jews expulsion, Christopher Columbus had “talks” with “Ferdinand and Isabella”
about “blessing” an expedition with the “stated” objective to discover “New Worlds” for Spain.
Christopher Columbus not only needed “Ferdinand and Isabella’s” blessing but also financing and “letters,”
which would guarantee his ships and crew “safe passage.” Therefore, two days after the Jews were expelled
from Spain, on August 2, 1492, Christopher Columbus set sail.
Interestingly, my research shows an ongoing “debate” over whether Christopher Columbus was a Jew.
There are many “clues,” which point to that possibility. Nevertheless, the hand of God was leading
Christopher Columbus to “New Worlds”-AMERICA. God had in mind that America would become a “safe
haven” for the Jewish people and (other people groups). American would be a “Land” where Jews could
live and thrive until—Israel—would be re-born.
The First “Evidence” of the Jew's newfound freedom and security in America
is demonstrated by the opening of the “First” Jewish Synagogue. It was opened
in Newport, Rhode Island, in 1790 and called “Touro Synagogue.” In a letter
addressing this monumental event, President George Washington wrote, "May,
the children of the stock of Abraham who dwells in the land continue to merit
and enjoy the goodwill of the other inhabitants. While everyone shall sit safely
under his own vine and fig tree, and there shall be none to make him afraid."
The reference to a "vine and fig-tree" comes from Micah 4:1-5
•

“In the last days, the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established as chief among the
mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and peoples will stream to it. Many nations will come
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and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob. He
will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” The law will go out from Zion, the word
of the LORD from Jerusalem. He will judge between many peoples and will settle disputes for strong
nations far and wide. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning
hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore. Every
man will sit under his own vine and under his own fig tree, and no one will make them afraid, for
the LORD Almighty has spoken. All the nations may walk in the name of their gods; we will walk
in the name of the LORD our God forever and ever.”
The “Literal” meaning of these verses in that “One Day” the Jews will find safety and peace under their
own vine and fig tree in Jerusalem. However, President Washington was implying a “figurative”
meaning—in AMERICA— the Jews have FOUND safety and peace.
It’s interesting to note that many of the “Founding Fathers” make references from the Bible.
❖ John Adams-signer of the Declaration of Independence said, “I have examined all religions, and
the result is that the Bible is the best book in the world.”
❖ John Quincy Adams-sixth, President of the United States, said, “My hopes of a future life are all
founded upon the Gospel of Christ.”
❖ Samuel Adams-signer of the Declaration of Independence said, “The name of the Lord (says the
Scripture) is a strong tower; thither the righteous flee and are safe [Proverbs 18:10]. Let us secure
His favor, and He will lead us through the journey of this life and at length, receive us to a better.”
❖ Also, the “Early Settlers” (Pilgrims) who settled in “New England" make references from the Bible.
In fact, they viewed their emigration from England as a re-enactment of the Exodus from Egypt.
To them, England was Egypt, the King of England was the Pharaoh, the Atlantic Ocean was the
Red Sea, America was the Land of Israel, and the Indians were the Canaanites. They saw themselves
as the NEW Israelites, entering the new “Promised Land.”
Many of “America’s Symbolisms” make references from the Bible. For example, the
first design for the “Official Seal” of the United States depicts the Jews crossing the
Red Sea. The motto around the seal reads: “Resistance to Tyrants is Obedience to God.”
The inscription on the “Liberty Bell” at Independence Hall in Philadelphia is a direct
quote from Leviticus (25:10).
•

“Proclaim liberty throughout the land unto all the
inhabitants thereof.”

Many of the “Seals” from American’s first Universities make
references from the Bible. Harvard was American’s First University and
was founded in 1636 with the stated purpose of training up Christian
Ministers. The motto on Harvard University’s “Original Seal” are the
Latin words “Veritas Christo et Ecclesiae,” which means “Truth for
Christ and the Church.” Excerpts from Harvard’s original “Student
Rules” include the following…
•

“Let every Student be plainly instructed, and earnestly pressed to consider well, the main end of his
life and studies is, to know God and Jesus Christ which is eternal life (John 17:3). And therefore,
to lay Christ in the bottom, as the only foundation of all sound knowledge and learning. And seeing
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the Lord only giveth wisdom. Let everyone seriously set himself by prayer in secret to seek it of
him (Prov. 2:3). “Everyone shall so exercise himself in reading the Scriptures twice a day, that he
shall be ready to give such an account of his proficiency therein, both in Theoretical observations
of Language and Logic, and in practical and spiritual truths, as his Tutor shall require, according to
his ability; seeing the entrance of the word giveth light, it giveth understanding to the simple (Psalm
119:130).”
Princeton University was also started as a Christian University. Its “Seal” contains an
“Open Book” (Bible) and is inscribed with “Vet. Nov. Testamentum,” which is referring
to the Old and New Testament. Their motto, in Latin, is “Dei Sub Numine Viget,” which
means “Under the Protection of God She Flourishes.”
Yale University was also started as a Christian University. At the top of Yale’s “Seal”
are the Latin Words “Lux et Veritas,” which means “Light and Truth.” Underneath is
an “Open Book” (Bible) with the Hebrew Words “Urim V' Timum.”
To understand the “Urim" and “Thummim,” we need to look at the “High Priest” of
Israel. Like all of Israel’s “Priests,” the High Priest comes from the Tribe of Levi.
Pictured is the “Breastplate” which the High Priest wore. Embedded in the
breastplate were “Twelve Precious” stones. Each stone represented one of
the “Twelve Tribes” of Israel. Located behind the breastplate was a
“pouch,” which held TWO “objects” “Two Stones.” The two stones were
white and black. The “white stone” was called the “Urim,” and the “black
stone” was called the “Thummim.”
•

“Make sacred garments for your brother Aaron, to give him
dignity and honor…make: a breast piece, an ephod, a robe, a
woven tunic, a turban, and a sash… “Fashion a breast piece
for making decisions…Make it like the ephod: of gold, and of
blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, and of finely twisted linen. It is
to be square…Then mount four rows of precious stones on it.
In the first row there shall be a ruby, a topaz, and a beryl; in
the second row a turquoise, a sapphire, and an emerald; in the
third row a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst; in the fourth
row a chrysolite, an onyx, and a jasper. Mount them in gold filigree settings. There are to be twelve
stones, one for each of the names of the sons of Israel, each engraved like a seal with the name of
one of the twelve tribes… “Whenever Aaron enters the Holy Place, he will bear the names of the
sons of Israel over his heart on the breast piece of decision as a continuing memorial before the
LORD. Also, put the Urim and the Thummim in the breast piece so they may be over Aaron’s heart
whenever he enters the presence of the LORD. Thus, Aaron will always bear the means of making
decisions for the Israelites over his heart before the LORD.” Exodus 28:1–30

Therefore, in “matters of decision,” the High Priest would seek God and ask God to reveal His “Will.”
Then the High Priest would reach into the pouch and pull out one of the two stones, either the “Urim” or
the “Thummim.” It is believed that if he pulled out the “Urim” (White Stone), God’s answer was “Yes.”
And if he pulled out the “Thummim” (Black Stone), God’s response was “No.” It’s also essential to
remember it was God who set up this system for revealing “His Will” through the High Priest. Therefore,
the “Urim” and “Thummim” should NOT be confused with the “casting of lots,” “sorcery,” or “divination.”
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These are NOT God’s ways for Christians to seek “answers” from God. That said, when Yale’s “Seal” was
developed, the message its “creator” wanted to reveal is, “Seek after God in ALL matters of decision.”
This coincides with Yale University’s earlier “Student Rules” guidebook, which stated, “Every student
shall consider the main end of his study to know God in Jesus Christ and answerably to lead a Godly sober
life.”
America is a GREAT Country. MANY Jewish people (and OTHER people groups) have made America
“Great.” But we must also remember that the God of the Bible made His Covenants with the Jewish People.
And that America has been a “safe haven” for the Jews.
Therefore, as America continues to BLESS the Jews (and Israel), America can count on God to
BLESS America. In turn, may the Jews continue to BLESS the Gentiles. And may the Gentiles
continue to BLESS the Jews. May ALL who read this remember this Biblical Truth.

The Story of World War I-Germany Declares War on Russia
World War 1 was precipitated by the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria and his
pregnant wife Sophie in Sarajevo on June 28, 1914. One month after the Archduke’s assassination, AustriaHungary declared war on Serbia with the backing of Germany. Germany then declared war on Russia on
August 1, on the 9th of Av. And within months, the “World” was at war. However, towards the end of the
war, a MOST remarkable document concerning the “Jewish People” was written. This document is known
as the “Balfour Declaration.”

The Story of a Madman- World War II and the German “Final Solution”
In September 1939, the Nazis invaded Poland, and the persecution of the Jews began. However, it wasn’t
until August 2, 1941 (the “9th of Av) that SS commander Heinrich Himmler formally received approval
from the Nazi Party for "The Final Solution." This would begin the “formal” extermination of over 6
million Jews-the Holocaust.
The United States didn’t join WWII until December 1941 after the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor. Then
on July 23, 1942 (the 9th of Av), the mass deportation of Jews from the Warsaw Ghetto (Poland) began.
These Jews were taken to the Nazi concentration-extermination camp in “Treblinka” Poland. There, Jews
were either exterminated at once, or they were “enslaved” to work for the Nazis until their bodies gave
way, and then they were also exterminated.
After Adolf Hitler, SS Officer Adolf Eichmann was one of the most pivotal orchestrators of the “Final
Solution.” He was also probably the most notable Nazi executioner.
It’s important to note that at the end of World War II, General Eisenhower made the decision
to personally visit as many Nazi concentration camps as he could. He wanted to document the camps“Lest We Forget.” General Eisenhower envisioned a time in the “future” when the Nazi atrocities might
be denied, Therefore, he ordered the filming and photographing of the Nazi concentration camps as they
were liberated. He also made it a point to be photographed with the horrible “images” to prove the
concentration “death” camps indeed existed. Therefore, we should thank God for General Eisenhower’s
“foresight” in “documenting the Nazi atrocities. He was right! Today, we are living in a time when “many”
are denying that the Holocaust even happened.
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But it did happen!
You have most likely seen pictures of the emaciated bodies of the Jews rescued from the concentration
camps. Also, pictures of dead Jews, their “skin and bones” laying in open graves. With that in mind, there
can be no doubt that Ezekiel prophesied about the Holocaust and the Jewish People’s return to the Land
of Israel.
•

“The hand of the LORD was upon me…and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones.
He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley,
bones that were very dry. He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” I said, “O Sovereign
LORD, you alone know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry
bones, hear the word of the LORD! This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will
make breath enter you, and you will come to life. I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come
upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you
will know that I am the LORD.’” So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying,
there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. I looked, and
tendons and flesh appeared on them, and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. Then
he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the
Sovereign LORD says: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe into these slain, that they
may live.’” So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and
stood up on their feet—a vast army. Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the whole
house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ Therefore
prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: O my people, I am going to
open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. Then
you, my people, will know that I am the LORD when I open your graves and bring you up from
them. I will put my Spirit in you, and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then
you will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I have done it, declares the LORD.’” Ezekiel 37:1–
14

In 1948, Israel is Re-Born and Exiled Jews Return
Before continuing, we must consider “Three Things” that must take place before Jesus Returns.
1. The Land of Israel must be returned and controlled by the Jews.
2. The Jewish People must return to their Land-Israel.
3. The “City of Jerusalem” must be under Jewish Control.
With the above in mind, the Jewish people suffered during the DARK period of the Holocaust. However,
it was the Jewish people’s “Great Suffering,” which also produced Great Empathy following the end of
the war. The “NATIONS” were “stirred” as they saw the pictures of:
❖ The ovens had incinerated hundreds of thousands of Jews.
❖ The massive gravesites where dead Jews had been mercilessly thrown in.
❖ The emaciated bodies of Jews who had miraculously survived.
Therefore, on May 14, 1948, the United Nations voted to give the Land of Israel to the Jewish peopleThe State of Israel was re-born. The Jewish people who had been scattered to the four corners of the world

Page 339 ©2016 by Michael (Ben) Attar
You can read, download, or print this manuscript at www.GoodMoodFoundation.org

“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM
Subtitled “Sound the Trumpets in Zion”

(after the Romans destroyed Jerusalem in 70 AD.) began returning to Israel. It was and is “Still” time to
rejoice with the sounding of Trumpets.
•

“All you people of the world, you who live on the earth, when a banner is raised on the mountains,
you will see it, and when a trumpet sounds, you will hear it…. At that time, gifts will be brought
to the LORD Almighty… to Mount Zion, the place of the Name of the LORD Almighty.” Isaiah
18:3–7

Interestingly, the prophet Isaiah prophesied about this miraculous “event.”
•

“Before she goes into labor, she gives birth; before the pains come upon her, she delivers a son.
Who has ever heard of such a thing? Who has ever seen such things? Can a country be born in a
day or a nation be brought forth in a moment?” Isaiah 66:7–13

Also, the “Land” the Jewish People were given- “Israel”- is the “Same Land” that God had promised to
His People, and the “Same Land” the Jews had “Occupied” for thousands of years earlier.

Making “Aliyah”

Immediately after “Israel” was re-born, Jews from the “Four Corners” of the World began to RETURN
to their Land-the Land that God had promised His People. The term “Aliyah” or “Making Aliyah” refers
to a Jewish person, uprooting their past and “moving up” to their future in Israel. In fact, “Aliyah” means
“moving up.” God is even moving the hearts of many Christians who have moved to Israel, too. And as
of 2018, more Jews are living in Israel than in any other Country in the World, as it should be-Sound the
Trumpets in Zion. On your trip to Israel, you will meet many Israelis who will be “serving” you in
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various capacities. As The Spirit guides you, strike up a conversation and if someone says they “Made
Alijah” and moved to Israel. You’ll understand.

Another of God’s “Repetitive Cycles”
There is no denying that God had the year “1948” in mind from the very “beginning.” God knew that in
1948, Israel would be Re-Born. Therefore, God caused and allowed all “human events” to take place,
which led to this Biblical and Historical event-Israel’s Re-Birth.
That said, there is no denying there is a “repetitive cycle” of numbers, dates, events, times, and seasons in
the Bible. For example:
❖ On the 14th day after the first full moon of every Spring is “Passover.”
❖ Throughout Israel’s history, God rescued His people from the consequences of their sin, He
restored and blessed them, but God’s People always fell back into a pattern of sin.
❖ God’s People would come to the Tabernacle and the Temple to sacrifice an animal because of their
sin. It was never-ending. But this “repetitive cycle” was finally broken when Jesus Christ-the
“Sinless One” came. Jesus is the “Spotless Lamb” who sacrificed Himself-Once and for ALL (for
you and me) on Passover.
But as “1948” is very significant in Jewish and Modern History. I asked the question. Is the number
“1948” found in the Bible? The answer- “It is not.” But there are “hints” of the number “1948.”
Let’s take a look.
To begin, we know the “genealogical records” of the Bible are very accurate, and these records indicate
“who begat who.” Therefore, there are no disputes regarding “The People” listed in the genealogies. The
Bible also provides “information” that allows us to determine the “age” of each person in the lineages.
But there are “calendar issues,” so no one can be 100% certain of the exact age of everyone.
That said, let’s consider the “Timeline” in between Adam and Abraham. Some have studied the different
options and chosen to believe that there are “1948” years in between Adam and Abraham. Others have
concluded it’s a different number. But generally speaking, the range of discrepancies is small-within a
“range” of plus or minus 50 years. Therefore, it is within the “realm of possibility” that the “Timeline” in
between Adam and Abraham could be “1948” years.
Now, let’s consider the “Timeline” in between Jesus and the Re-birth of Israel. How many years are there
in between the two? Again, no one knows for sure because of calendar issues, to include not knowing
exactly when Jesus was born. But generally speaking, the “range” of discrepancies is plus or minus 5-10
years. Therefore, it is within the “realm of possibility” that the “Timeline” in between Jesus’s birth and
the “Re-birth” of Israel could also be “1948” years.
Something to think about!
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The Emblem of the State of Israel

The National Emblem of the State of Israel consists of a seven-branched Menorah, flanked by two
olive branches. The Menorah reminds us of the “Menorah,” which was in the Tabernacle and The
Temple(s). The Olive branches remind us of the Olive Tree and that a special “pressing” of olive oil was
needed to keep the Menorah lit. The Menorah also reminds us that God chose the Jewish people to be a
“lighthouse” to the Nations. The Jewish people have been “pressed” by God to produce a light that shines
brightly—in every profession and sphere of influence.
However, even though Israel had been Re-Born on May 14, 1948, Jerusalem was still not under their
control. So, the Jews continued to end the Passover with the prayer.

“Next Year in Jerusalem”
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Jerusalem- “The City of God”

Zion (“Jerusalem”- the “City of God) is where God has chosen to dwell.
•

“For the LORD has chosen Zion, he has desired it for his dwelling: “This is my resting place forever
and ever; here I will sit enthroned.” Psalm 132:13–14

Jerusalem means “The City of Peace,” and Jerusalem is mentioned 1022 times in the Bible. Jerusalem is
also known as “The City of David” and “The City of God.” King Solomon built the first temple in
Jerusalem. After the first temple was destroyed, King Herod rebuilt the Second Temple even more
gloriously in Jerusalem. Jews came to Jerusalem to celebrate THREE Feasts: Passover, Pentecost, and
Tabernacles. During her long history, Jerusalem was destroyed twice, besieged 23 times, attacked 52
times, and captured and recaptured 44 times. For the past 3,000 years, Jerusalem has been built and rebuilt
with “Jerusalem stone.” Current law requires that all structures in Jerusalem be covered in Jerusalem stone
as this distinguishes Jerusalem from every other city in the world. Jewish institutions across the globe
import Jerusalem stone and incorporate it into their buildings and synagogues as a symbol and reminder
of Israel and their Jewish identity.
The first mention of Jerusalem in the Bible is when it was known as “Salem.’ Jerusalem incorporates
“Salem” in her name, “Jeru-SALEM.”
Around 2110 BC, Abraham’s nephew Lot was captured by King Bedlamer, but Abraham pursued
the King, defeats him, and rescues Lot. Then Melchizedek “King of Salem” (Priest of the God Most
High) brings out “bread and wine” and blesses Abraham.”
•

“After Abram returned from defeating Kedorlaomer and the kings allied with him, the king of
Sodom came out to meet him in the Valley of Shaveh. Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought
out bread and wine. He was priest of God Most High, and he blessed Abram, saying, “Blessed
be Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth. And blessed be God Most High, who
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delivered your enemies into your hand.” Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything.” Genesis
14:17–20
Interestingly, the Levitical system had not been enacted yet. But Abraham still gave Melchizedek a tenth
of everything. Melchizedek was also not a Levite as only the Levites could minister before God. The
writer of Hebrews refers to Melchizedek.
•

“This Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest of God Most High. He met Abraham returning
from the defeat of the kings and blessed him, and Abraham gave him a tenth of everything. First,
his name means “king of righteousness;” then also, “king of Salem” means “king of peace.”
Without father or mother, without genealogy, without beginning of days or end of life, like the
Son of God, he remains a priest forever.” Hebrews 6:20–7:21

Jesus also did not come from the Tribe of Levi. Yet, He is the Great High Priest. Jesus is also the “King
of Peace.” Jesus died and rose again in Jerusalem. He lives forever in the “order of Melchizedek.”
•

“The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your
feet.” The LORD will extend your mighty scepter from Zion; you will rule in the midst of your
enemies. Your troops will be willing on your day of battle. Arrayed in holy majesty, from the womb
of the dawn, you will receive the dew of your youth. The LORD has sworn and will not change his
mind: “You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.” Psalm 110:1–4

Jesus performed many miracles in Jerusalem and was crucified, died, and rose again in Jerusalem.
➢ Jesus said, “We are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written by the prophets about
the Son of Man will be fulfilled. He will be handed over to the Gentiles. They will mock him,
insult him, spit on him, flog him, and kill him. On the third day, he will rise again.” Luke 18:3133
Jerusalem is the place where God dwelt.
•

“I will return to Zion and dwell in Jerusalem. Then Jerusalem will be called the City of Truth, and
the mountain of the LORD Almighty will be called the Holy Mountain.” “Once again men and
women of ripe old age will sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each with cane in hand because of his
age. The city streets will be filled with boys and girls playing there.” “It may seem marvelous to
the remnant of this people at that time, but will it seem marvelous to me?” declares the LORD
Almighty. “I will save my people from the countries of the east and the west. I will bring them
back to live in Jerusalem; they will be my people, and I will be faithful and righteous to them as
their God.” Zechariah 8:1-8

Jesus loves Jerusalem.
➢ Jesus said, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how
often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings,
but you were not willing. Look, your house is left to you desolate. For I tell you, you will not see
me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’” Matthew 23:37–39
Jerusalem is where all the Nations will gather.
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•

In those days, when your numbers have increased greatly in the land,” declares the LORD, “men
will no longer say, ‘The ark of the covenant of the LORD.’ It will never enter their minds or be
remembered; it will not be missed, nor will another one be made. At that time, they will call
Jerusalem the Throne of the LORD, and all nations will gather in Jerusalem to honor the name of
the LORD.” Jeremiah 3:17-18

Repentance and forgiveness began in Jerusalem.
➢ Jesus said, “Repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations,
beginning at Jerusalem.” Luke 24:46–49
Jerusalem is where God has chosen for His name to be.
•

“Since the day I brought my people out of Egypt, I have not chosen a city in any tribe of Israel to
have a temple built for my Name to be there, nor have I chosen anyone to be the leader over my
people Israel. But now I have chosen Jerusalem for my Name to be there, and I have chosen David
to rule my people Israel.” 2 Chronicles 6:3-6

Mount Moriah was in Jerusalem. Here, God commanded Abraham to bring his one and only son, Isaac,
to Mount Moriah and to sacrifice him there. Eventually, King David’s son, Solomon, built the First
Temple on the land (Mount Moriah) David had purchased.
•

“Then Solomon began to build the temple of the LORD in Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where the
LORD had appeared to his father, David. It was on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite, the
place provided by David.” 2 Chronicles 3:1

Around 1405 BC, the tribe of Judah captured Jerusalem.
•

“After the death of Joshua, the Israelites asked the LORD, “Who will be the first to go up and fight
for us against the Canaanites?” The LORD answered, “Judah is to go; I have given the land into
their hands… When Judah attacked, the LORD gave the Canaanites and Perizzites into their hands,
and they struck down ten thousand men at Bezek. It was there that they found Adoni-Bezek and
fought against him, putting to rout the Canaanites and Perizzites…The men of Judah attacked
Jerusalem also and took it.” Judges 1:1–8

David is anointed as King of Israel. He conquered Jerusalem by defeating the Jebusites. King David
reigned in Jerusalem for 33 years and built Jerusalem into a Great City.
•

“All Israel came together to David at Hebron and said, “We are your own flesh and blood. In the
past, even while Saul was king, you were the one who led Israel on their military campaigns. And
the LORD your God said to you, ‘You will shepherd my people Israel, and you will become their
ruler.’” When all the elders of Israel had come to King David at Hebron, he made a compact with
them at Hebron before the LORD, and they anointed David king over Israel…David and all the
Israelites marched to Jerusalem. The Jebusites who lived there said to David, “You will not get in
here.” Nevertheless, David captured the fortress of Zion, the City of David…David then took up
residence in the fortress, and so it was called the City of David.” 1 Chronicles 11:1–9
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King David desired to return the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem. His first attempt failed, but he
succeeded in bringing the Ark of the Covenant back to Jerusalem in his second attempt (we will
look at that story following). God told David that He would establish a “House,” “Throne,” and
“Kingdom” but would not allow David to build His Temple.
•

“After the king [David] was settled in his palace, and the LORD had given him rest from all his
enemies around him, he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am, living in a palace of cedar, while
the ark of God remains in a tent [Tabernacle].” Nathan replied to the king, “Whatever you have in
mind, go ahead and do it, for the LORD is with you.” That night the word of the LORD came to
Nathan, saying… “Now then, tell my servant, David, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: I took
you from the pasture and from following the flock to be ruler over my people Israel. I have been
with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from before you. Now I will
make your name great, like the names of the greatest men of the earth. And I will provide a place
for my people Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no longer
be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning and have
done ever since the time I appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from
all your enemies. “‘The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for you:
When your days are over, and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed
you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom. He is the one who will
build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be his
father, and he will be my son…Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your
throne will be established forever.’” 2 Samuel 7:1–17

Following is an obscure passage about Jerusalem. In 1 Chronicles chapter 21, Satan incites King
David to take a census of Israel. This goes against God’s will, and God is so displeased with David
that He gives David a choice of the following three punishments:
1. Three years of famine.
2. Three months of attacks by his enemies.
3. Three days of pestilence.
King David chooses punishment number three, and God sends a pestilence that kills 70,000 men. God
then sends an Angel to destroy Jerusalem, but, in His mercy, God stops the Angel from destroying the
City. Then the Angel instructs David to build an altar on the threshing floor of Araunah, the Jebusite.
Araunah offers to give David the land and offerings, but King David insists on paying full price, saying,
‘I will NOT take for the Lord what is yours or sacrifice a burnt offering that costs me nothing.’ David
builds the Altar and offers a sacrifice to God. Then, the Lord commands the Angel to put ‘his sword back
into his sheath,’ and Jerusalem is spared. Interestingly, the threshing floor of Araunah is the exact
place where Abraham took Isaac to be sacrificed—Mount Moriah.
•

“Satan rose up against Israel and incited David to take a census of Israel… This command was
also evil in the sight of God; so, he punished Israel… So, Gad went to David and said to him, “This
is what the LORD says: ‘Take your choice: three years of famine, three months of being swept
away before your enemies, with their swords overtaking you, or three days of the sword of the
LORD—days of plague in the land, with the angel of the LORD ravaging every part of Israel.’ Now
then, decide how I should answer the one who sent me…So the LORD sent a plague on Israel, and
seventy thousand men of Israel fell dead. And God sent an angel to destroy Jerusalem. But as the
angel was doing so, the LORD saw it and was grieved because of the calamity and said to the angel
who was destroying the people, “Enough! Withdraw your hand…Then the angel of the LORD
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ordered Gad to tell David to go up and build an altar to the LORD on the threshing floor of Araunah
the Jebusite... David said to him, “Let me have the site of your threshing floor so I can build an
altar to the LORD, that the plague on the people may be stopped. Sell it to me at the full price.”
Araunah said to David, “Take it! Let my lord the king, do whatever pleases him. Look, I will give
the oxen for the burnt offerings, the threshing sledges for the wood, and the wheat for the grain
offering. I will give all this.” But King David replied to Araunah, “No, I insist on paying the full
price. I will not take for the LORD what is yours or sacrifice a burnt offering that costs me
nothing…David built an altar to the LORD there and sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship
offerings. He called on the LORD, and the LORD answered him with fire from heaven on the altar
of burnt offering. Then the LORD spoke to the angel, and he put his sword back into its
sheath.” 1 Chronicles 21:1–30
After King David died, his son Solomon began building the Temple around 1015 BC. It took seven years
to complete. After Solomon’s death, around 979 BC, “The Kingdom of Israel” was divided. Around 586
BC Jerusalem and the Temple were destroyed by King Nebuchadnezzar. The “articles” from the Temple
were taken to Babylon, and the Jews exiled. Jerusalem lay desolate for 70 years.
We’ll look at this in greater detail later when we look at the book of Daniel.
Then around 539 BC, Cyrus, the King of Persia, issued a decree that Jerusalem should be rebuilt. He
allowed the Jews to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the Temple, which was finished around 516 BC, taking
23 years to complete.
And around 445 BC Nehemiah (Cupbearer to King Artaxerxes) learns that the walls of Jerusalem are
broken down and walls set on fire. Nehemiah pleads to the king to let him return to Jerusalem to rebuild
it.
There is NO Biblical account of Jerusalem until 26 A.D. when Jesus enters Jerusalem for the Passover
Feast and drives out the money changers from the “Second Temple” which King Herod had built.
Jesus “wept” over Jerusalem, and three years later He was crucified. In 70 CE, the Second Temple was
destroyed by the Romans, and the Jews scattered to the four corners of the world.
Following is Psalm 78 and 79, written by “Asaph,” who was a Levite in the Court of King David. It
solidifies the point that God LOVES Jerusalem.
•

“O my people, hear my teaching; listen to the words of my mouth. I will open my mouth in
parables…He decreed statutes for Jacob and established the law in Israel, which he commanded
our forefathers to teach their children...They would not be like their forefathers— a stubborn and
rebellious generation, whose hearts were not loyal to God, whose spirits were not faithful to
him…He did miracles in the sight of their fathers in the land of Egypt, in the region of Zoan. He
divided the sea and led them through; he made the water stand firm like a wall. He guided them
with the cloud by day and with light from the fire all night. He split the rocks in the desert and
gave them water as abundant as the seas…But they continued to sin against him, rebelling in the
desert against the Most High. They willfully put God to the test by demanding the food they craved.
They spoke against God, saying, “Can God spread a table in the desert…Yet he gave a command
to the skies above and opened the doors of the heavens; he rained down manna for the people to
eat…He rained meat down on them like dust, flying birds like sand on the seashore. He made them
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come down inside their camp, all around their tents. They ate till they had more than enough, for
he had given them what they craved. But before they turned from the food they craved, even while
it was still in their mouths, God’s anger rose against them; he put to death the sturdiest among
them, cutting down the young men of Israel. In spite of all this, they kept on sinning; in spite of
his wonders, they did not believe…How often they rebelled against him in the desert and grieved
him in the wasteland! Again, and again, they put God to the test; they vexed the Holy One of Israel.
They did not remember his power— the day he redeemed them from the oppressor, the day he
displayed his miraculous signs in Egypt, his wonders in the region of Zoan. He turned their rivers
to blood; they could not drink from their streams. He sent swarms of flies that devoured them, and
frogs that devastated them. He gave their crops to the grasshopper, their produce to the locust. He
destroyed their vines with hail and their sycamore-figs with sleet. He gave over their cattle to the
hail, their livestock to bolts of lightning. He unleashed against them his hot anger, his wrath,
indignation, and hostility— a band of destroying angels. He prepared a path for his anger; he did
not spare them from death but gave them over to the plague. He struck down all the firstborn of
Egypt, the firstfruits of manhood in the tents of Ham. But he brought his people out like a flock;
he led them like sheep through the desert. He guided them safely, so they were unafraid, but the
sea engulfed their enemies. Thus, he brought them to the border of his holy land, to the hill country
his right hand had taken. He drove out nations before them and allotted their lands to them as an
inheritance; he settled the tribes of Israel in their homes. But they put God to the test and rebelled
against the Most High; they did not keep his statutes…. When God heard them, he was very angry;
he rejected Israel completely. He abandoned the tabernacle of Shiloh, the tent he had set up among
men. He sent the ark of his might into captivity, his splendor into the hands of the enemy. He gave
his people over to the sword; he was very angry with his inheritance. Fire consumed their young
men, and their maidens had no wedding songs; their priests were put to the sword, and their widows
could not weep. Then the Lord awoke as from sleep, as a man wakes from the stupor of wine. He
beat back his enemies; he put them to everlasting shame. Then he rejected the tents of Joseph, he
did not choose the tribe of Ephraim; but he chose the tribe of Judah, Mount Zion, which he
loved. He built his sanctuary like the heights, like the earth that he established forever.” Psalm 7879
Jesus performed many miracles in and around Jerusalem.
Jesus began His ministry in Jerusalem.
Christianity began in Jerusalem and spread to Judea,
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
Today, “Judea” and “Samaria” are referred to as “The West
Bank.”
➢ Jesus said, “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have
heard me speak about…But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Acts 1:1-8
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In 1967, Israel Captured Jerusalem
Though “Israel” had been Re-Born, and Jews were returning to the Land, “Jerusalem” was not under
Israeli control. But yet again, by God’s incredible miracle-working power, it came to pass.
On June 7, 1967, after the “Six-Day War,” God enabled the Jews to recapture Jerusalem.

Pictured are some of the paratroopers who descended into Jerusalem after they entered through “The
Lion’s Gate” and captured the “Western Wall.” In the center of the photo is Rabbi Shlomo Goren, chief
rabbi of the IDF. And as you can see, he is blowing a Shofar. After the Western Wall was “captured,” it
is said that Rabbi Goren was the “first” person to have blown the shofar (God’s Trumpet) at the “Western
Wall.” And as Rabbi Goren blew the Shofar at the “Western Wall,” he quoted the following verse, which
was given to Moses on Mount Sini.
•

“When you go into battle in your own land against an enemy who is oppressing you, sound a
blast on the trumpets. Then you will be remembered by the LORD your God and rescued from
your enemies.” Numbers 10:9

It was at this MOMENT that the prayers of the Jews for thousands of years had been answered. Jerusalem
is NOW under Jewish Control. And again, Jerusalem has been “redeemed.”
•

“The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. Like the
crocus, it will burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. The glory of Lebanon will
be given to it, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; they will see the glory of the LORD, the splendor
of our God. Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way; say to those with fearful
hearts, “Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will come with vengeance; with divine
retribution, he will come to save you.” Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of
the deaf unstopped. Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. Water
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will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert. The burning sand will become a pool,
the thirsty ground bubbling springs. In the haunts where jackals once lay, grass and reeds and
papyrus will grow. And a highway will be there; it will be called the Way of Holiness. The unclean
will not journey on it; it will be for those who walk in that Way; wicked fools will not go about on
it. No lion will be there, nor will any ferocious beast get up on it; they will not be found there. But
only the redeemed will walk there, and the ransomed of the LORD will return. They will enter Zion
with singing; everlasting joy will crown their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them, and
sorrow and sighing will flee away.” Isaiah 35:1–10
It's also interesting to note that this “miracle” of Israel regaining control of Jerusalem was another of
“God’s Repetitive Cycles.” You’ll recall that in the story of Gideon, The People of God marched
around the “City of Jericho” for “Six Days.” And then on the seventh day, God gave them the victory
and “The City.” The same happened to “Israel.” They fought for “Six Days,” and on the seventh day,
God gave Israel the victory to include the capturing Gaza and the “Territories” in the “West Bank”
(known by their Biblical names of “Judah” and “Samaria.”)

“Western Wall”

After the Second Temple was destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD, the only structure that remained
was a “Retaining Wall” that King Herod built when he expanded Jerusalem.
Therefore, this “Western Retaining Wall” is NOT the Western Wall of The Second Temple.
It’s important to remember that when the Israelis “recaptured” Jerusalem- “God’s Eternal City,” and
took control of the “Western Wall.” It is noted that “Tens of thousands” of Jews who were living in
Israel RAN to Jerusalem crying in tears. They shouted, “The Wall is Ours” and “The City of Ours,”
and they “wept” for many days. That’s the reason why the “Western Wall” is also referred to as the
“Wailing Wall.”
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Many verses in Scripture reference a “Wall.” But the “Western Wall” is also called “Kotel” because,
in a metaphorical sense, God is “behind this wall.”
•

“Listen! My lover! Look! Here he comes, leaping across the mountains, bounding over the
hills. My lover is like a gazelle or a young stag. Look! There he stands behind our wall, gazing
through the windows, peering through the lattice. Song of Solomon 2:8–9
At the “Western Wall,” Jews and
Christians write their prayers on
pieces of paper and insert them into
the cracks of the Wall. In a sense, God
“knows” our prayer requests as He “reads”
them. Every few days, a Rabbi takes all the
prayer requests out and burns them. This
leaves room for more prayer requests. You’ll
have the opportunity to bring prayer requests
from those who could not come to Israel with
you. Please, place them into the cracks in the
“Western Wall.” Then lay your hands on the
“Wall” and pray over them. God hears and
“reads” our prayers.
The “Western Wall” is divided into two sides. On the left side, the men prayer and on the right side,
the women pray. Pictured is Michelle praying.
•

•

“For the LORD will rebuild Zion and appear in his glory. He will
respond to the prayer of the destitute; he will not despise their plea.
Let this be written for a future generation, that a people not yet
created may praise the LORD: “The LORD looked down from his
sanctuary on high, from heaven he viewed the earth, to hear the
groans of the prisoners and release those condemned to death.” So,
the name of the LORD will be declared in Zion and his praise in
Jerusalem.” Psalm 102:16–21
“Out of the depths, I cry to you, O LORD; O Lord, hear my voice.
Let your ears be attentive to my cry for mercy. If you, O LORD,
kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? But with you, there
is forgiveness; therefore, you are feared. I wait for the LORD, my
soul waits, and in his word, I put my hope. My soul waits for the
Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning, more than watchmen wait for the morning. O
Israel, put your hope in the LORD, for with the LORD is unfailing love and with him is full
redemption. He himself will redeem Israel from all their sins. Psalm 130:1–8

Gentiles or “Foreigners” come to pray at the “Western Wall” from MANY Nations.
•

“As for the foreigner who does not belong to your people Israel but has come from a distant
land because of your great name and your mighty hand and your outstretched arm—when he
comes and prays toward this temple, then hear from heaven, your dwelling place, and do
whatever the foreigner asks of you, so that all the peoples of the earth may know your name
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and fear you, as do your own people Israel, and may know that this house I have built bears
your Name.” 2 Chronicles 6:32–33
•

“This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: In the last days, the
mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established as chief among the mountains; it will be
raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to it. Many peoples will come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob. He will
teach us his ways so that we may walk in his paths.” The law will go out from Zion, the word
of the LORD from Jerusalem.” Isaiah 2:1–3

The “Western Wall” is the only place on earth where you can see Orthodox Jews and Christians
praying together and is the ONLY place on earth where there is 365/24/7 prayer every day.

“Celebration Stone”
After the 1967 War and the “Western Wall” was under
Israeli control. A “Stone” was discovered “in” the
Western Wall. On the stone is the following inscription
from Isaiah 66.
•

“When you see this, your heart will rejoice,
and you will flourish like grass.”

Now, here is where the verse is found. You’ll also
notice that this verse speaks to Israel being “Re-Born”
in a Day and a “New Heaven” and a “New Earth,”
which the Lord will create. God is Good!
•

“This is what the LORD says: “Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. Where is
the house you will build for me? Where will my resting place be?... Hear that uproar from the
city, hear that noise from the temple! It is the sound of the LORD repaying his enemies all they
deserve. “Before she goes into labor, she gives birth; before the pains come upon her, she
delivers a son. Who has ever heard of such a thing? Who has ever seen such things? Can a
country be born in a day or a nation be brought forth in a moment? Yet no sooner is Zion in
labor than she gives birth to her children. Do I bring to the moment of birth and not give
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delivery?” says the LORD. “Do I close up the womb when I bring to delivery?” says your God.
“Rejoice with Jerusalem and be glad for her, all you who love her; rejoice greatly with her, all
you who mourn over her. For you will nurse and be satisfied at her comforting breasts; you
will drink deeply and delight in her overflowing abundance.” For this is what the LORD says:
“I will extend peace to her like a river, and the wealth of nations like a flooding stream; you
will nurse and be carried on her arm and dandled on her knees. As a mother comforts her child,
so will I comfort you; and you will be comforted over Jerusalem.” When you see this, your
heart will rejoice, and you will flourish like grass; the hand of the LORD will be made known
to his servants, but his fury will be shown to his foes. See, the LORD is coming with fire, and
his chariots are like a whirlwind; he will bring down his anger with fury, and his rebuke with
flames of fire. For with fire and with his sword, the LORD will execute judgment upon all
men… And they will bring all your brothers, from all the nations to my holy mountain in
Jerusalem… “As the new heavens and the new earth that I make will endure before me,”
declares the LORD, “so will your name and descendants endure.” Isaiah 66:1–24
Therefore, can you imagine the “Gladness” when the Jews discovered this “Celebration Stone?” It
had been inscribed and left for “The Day” when Jerusalem would once again be under Jewish
control.
I yearn for the day that every believer has learned how to sound the Shofar Trumpet and will sound it
at their Church and Christian events. And that every believer will come to Israel to tour the Biblical
sites and to sound the Shofar throughout their tour and especially at the “Western Wall.”
•

“In that day, this song will be sung in the land of Judah: We have a strong city; God makes
salvation its walls and ramparts. Open the gates that the righteous nation may enter, the nation
that keeps faith. You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast because he trusts
in you…for the LORD, is the Rock eternal…The path of the righteous is level; O upright One,
you make the way of the righteous smooth. Yes, LORD, walking in the way of your laws, we
wait for you; your name and renown are the desire of our hearts. My soul yearns for you in the
night; in the morning, my spirit longs for you…LORD, you establish peace for us; all that we
have accomplished you have done for us. O LORD, our God...You have enlarged the
nation…You have gained glory for yourself; you have extended all the borders of the land…
In days to come, Jacob will take root, Israel will bud and blossom and fill all the world with
fruit… And in that day a great trumpet will sound. Those who were exiled…will come and
worship the LORD on the holy mountain in Jerusalem. “Isaiah 26:1–27:13

Prayer Shawl
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Throughout Israel but especially at the “Western
Wall,” you will see men (and women) wearing a
“Prayer Shawl” which is worn over the
shoulders. When you put the “Prayer Shawl” over your
head, you are communing with God in your “Prayer
Room.” Here, I am entering in my “prayer closet.” This
Prayer Shawl is the same I wore on my Bar Mitzvah.
•

“He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High
will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.” Psalm
91:1

The “Prayer Shawl” is called a “Tallit” which means a robe, cloak, or sheet. The “Tallit” is a “Four
Cornered” garment.
Earlier, we were reminded that the Jews ascribe “numbers” and “pictures” to each of the 22 Hebrew
letters. The numerical value of “Tzitzit” is 600. The “Tallit” is a “Fringed Garment” as there are
“Threads” hanging from either side of the “Prayer Shawl.” Many Jewish men will wear their
“Tallit” under their shirt, in Israel, and you can see the “fringes” hanging out.
Each of the fringes contains 8 threads and 5 knots, making a total
of 613, which is the exact number of “Laws” in the Old Covenant.”
They are also twisted together is a “specific pattern.”
•

“The LORD said to Moses, “Speak to the Israelites and say
to them: ‘Throughout the generations to come you are to
make tassels on the corners of your garments, with a blue
cord on each tassel. You will have these tassels to look at,
and so you will remember all the commands of the LORD,
that you may obey them and not prostitute yourselves by
going after the lusts of your own hearts and eyes. Then you
will remember to obey all my commands and will be
consecrated to your God. I am the LORD your God, who
brought you out of Egypt to be your God. I am the LORD
your God.’” Numbers 15:37–41

The “Traditional” color of the “Tallit” is “Royal Blue,” but it can be purchased in a wide variety of
colors today. If you already own a “Prayer Shawl,” then bring it with you on your tour of Israel and to
wear at the “Western Wall” when you pray. If you don’t own one and would like to wear it while in
Israel, please considering purchasing a “Prayer Shawl” BEFORE your trip. As you will most likely,
not have to buy before going to the “Western Wall.”

Paternoster Church
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And at the “Paternoster Church, you
will be remined to go into your “room”
and pray.
➢ Jesus said, “And when you pray, do not
be like the hypocrites, for they love to
pray standing in the synagogues and on
the street corners to be seen by men. I tell
you the truth, they have received their
reward in full. But when you pray, go into
your room, close the door, and pray to
your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward
you. And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be
heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you
need before you ask him. This, then, is how you should pray.” “Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.” “Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”
“Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.”
“And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from the evil one.” Matthew 6:1–13

Yamaka

Throughout Israel, you’ll notice Jewish men wearing a “Yamaka” (head coving). The Hebrew term is
“Kippah.” Jews cover their heads during prayer, eating, and studying as a sign of respect toward God.
It’s customary for the men to wear a Yamaka (or cap) when entering the “Western Wall” area. So,
why am I wearing a BMW cap? As you’ve already read, I finally forgave the Germans for killing my
family in Poland. But now God has given me a love for them.

Bar Mitzvah
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When a Jewish boy turns 13, he goes to the
Synagogue and reads a passage from the “Torah
Scroll.” A Jewish boy is now a man. It takes one
year of intense preparation in anticipation of this
ceremony. Modern Jews have opened this
tradition to 13-year-old girls as well. On the day
that your tour group comes to the “Western Wall,”
before entering, you’ll notice musicians singing
and dancing. They are “rented out” by the family,
and all joyfully sing and dance to the “Western
Wall” for a Bar Mitzvah or Bat Mitzvah.

The Emblem of Jerusalem

The Emblem of the City of Jerusalem is very fascinating and incorporates three elements:
1. Western Wall- in the background. This is the Western “Retaining Wall,” which King Herod built
and where Jews come to weep, lament, and commune with God.
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2. Olive Branch- stands for the “House of Israel” (Northern Kingdom). Ten tribes of Israel: Reuben,
Simeon, Levi, Zebulun, Issachar, Dan, Gad, Asher, Naphtali, and Joseph. The olive branch also
reminds us of the Olive Tree, and the “special pressing” of olive oil used to light the Menorah in
the Temple. The Jewish people have also been “pressed” to produce an “everlasting” light to the
Nations.
3. Lion-stands for the “House of Judah” (Southern Kingdom), two Tribes of Judah, and Benjamin.
To begin, please remember that the “Northern Kingdom” is represented by an “Olive Tree,” and we can
see the “Olive Branches” in the Jerusalem Emblem.
However, the “Southern Kingdom” (consisting of the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin) is represented by
a “Fig Tree.” But we do not see a “Fig Tree.” Instead, we see a LION.
There are several verses in the Old Testament that directly correlate “Judah and a Lion.”
And in the New Testament, Jesus is referred to as “The Lion from the Tribe of Judah.”
Obviously, we don’t know the “intent” of the designer who created the “Emblem of Jerusalem.” However,
we do know God’s intent for the “Lion of Judah” from Scripture.
You’ll recall that at the end of Jacob’s life, he calls all his twelve sons and blesses them individually.
•

“Then Jacob called for his sons and said: “Gather around so I can tell you what will happen to you
in days to come. “Assemble and listen, sons of Jacob; listen to your father, Israel.” Genesis 49:1–2

However, Jacob’s prophesy over his son Judah foreshadows the coming of Messiah, who would come from
the line of Judah (same as King David).
•

“Judah, your brothers will praise you; your hand will be on the neck of your enemies; your father’s
sons will bow down to you. You are a lion’s cub, O Judah; you return from the prey, my son. Like
a lion, he crouches and lies down, like a lioness—who dares to rouse him? The scepter will not
depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until he comes to whom it belongs,
and the obedience of the nations is his. He will tether his donkey to a vine, his colt to the choicest
branch; he will wash his garments in wine, his robes in the blood of grapes. His eyes will be darker
than wine, his teeth whiter than milk.” Genesis 49:8–12

Jesus’s lineage is proven in the first chapter of the book of Matthew. Genealogy is essential to the Jews,
which is why Matthew opens the New Testament with a clear and undisputed “record” of Jesus’s lineage.
He came through the Tribe of Judah.
•

“A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham: Abraham was
the father of Isaac, Isaac, the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, Judah,
the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar...” Matthew 1:1

You’ll also recall from the story of Joseph, that Joseph’s brothers strip off Joseph’s robe and throw him
into a cistern. Then Judah has the idea of selling Joseph into slavery
.
❖ Judah “SAVES,” Joseph’s life.
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You’ll also recall that when Joseph’s brothers came back from Egypt, they told their father, Jacob, that
they had to bring Benjamin back to Egypt. However, Jacob was broken-hearted about the possibility of
losing Benjamin. He believed that Joseph had been killed, and Benjamin was the “other” son born from
the women he loved Rachel. However, Judah consoles Jacob and says:
•

“I myself will guarantee his safety; you can hold me personally responsible for him. If I do not
bring him back to you and set him here before you, I will bear the blame before you all my life.”

Judah stands “SURETY” and “GUARANTEES” Benjamin’s safety.
❖ Judah was willing to take the punishment if Benjamin is “lost.”
In summary:
❖
❖
❖
❖

Jesus “saved” us with His precious blood.
Jesus stood “surety” for us by sending His Holy Spirit-the “guarantee” He will return.
Jesus “willingly” took the punishment-He “put” our sin on Himself.
Jesus came the first time as a “lamb” for our “salvation.” But when He returns, He will come as a
“Lion from the Tribe of Judah” for our eternal redemption.

Yad Vashem- Jewish Holocaust Museum

The name “Yad Vashem” is taken from Isaiah 56:4-5.
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“I will give within my temple and its walls a memorial and a name better than sons and daughters;
I will give them an everlasting name that will not be cut off.”

Pictured is the path leading to the entrance of Yad Vashem called “The
Avenue of the Righteous.” On the “The Avenue of the Righteous” are
plaques and trees honoring “Righteous Gentiles” -people who “saved” Jews
from the Holocaust. Please stop by each of their memorial plaques and say,
“Thank You!” for “saving” even—one Jew.
Two of the most famous “Righteous Gentiles” are Corrie ten Boon and
Oscar Schindler. Corrie was part of “underground workers” who hid Jews in their homes. Corrie’s story
was depicted in the widely distributed film entitled The Hiding Place. If you’ve never seen the movie,
please see it! It is life-changing!
Oscar Schindler is another “Righteous Gentile.” His story was depicted in
the movie “Schindler’s List.” Oscar Schindler is credited with saving over
1,200 Jews. He spent millions of his own money and risked his life many
times to do so. “Schindler’s List” won seven Oscars in 1993, including “Best
Picture.” If you haven’t seen the movie or it’s been a while seen you’ve seen
it, please watch it! Also, please stop by Oscar Schindler’s plaque on the
Avenue of the Righteous and tell him, “Thank you!” Or, you can go to Oscar
Schindler’s grave and tell him, “Thank You” there. In Hebrew tradition,
you indicate that you have visited the grave of a loved one by placing a
stone on top of the grave. As you can “see,” Oscar Schindler has had many
visitors.
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Inside Yad Vashem is a series of open doors that wind in and out of the main hallway (pictured).
Each entry is a gallery that progressively tells the story of the Holocaust through storyboards, pictures,
artifacts, and film as you wind in and out of doors of the Holocaust Museum.
There is also a large room with multiple computer monitors where
those who lost loved ones can view digital archives of their family
who died.

“We Will Never Forget”
Inside Yad Vashem, you will also see IDF
soldiers with their commanders. They are
required to go to Yad Vashem each year as
part of their training. This is so they will “NEVER
FORGET” and as a visual reminder of why they
serve to protect Israel.

The Story of My Family
After you have finished viewing the galleries, you’ll
come to a turret called “The Hall of Names.” As you
look up, you can see the faces of thousands who
perished.
It’s unlikely that you lost a family member during the Holocaust.
Therefore, please adopt my family into your heart when you
come to Israel and tour “Yad Vashem.”
As a second-generation survivor of the Holocaust, I have studied
Adolf Hitler and the Holocaust. What I discovered is that Adolf
Hitler had a Bible in one hand and a gun in the other. WHY? It
was his intent and desire to kill ALL Jews in the world as the means
to disprove the Bible. If there are NO Jews, it will prove that the
God of the Bible is dead and that God’s “Chosen People” were not
chosen at all. It would also mean that Christianity was a BIG lie.
Sadly, Adolf Hitler was just one of MANY dictators who, through the centuries, believed the same thing:
kill all the Jews. And the Jewish people have been hated from the beginning of time, and many have
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killed or attempted to kill all the Jews. In the end, God always prevails. And not only that, the Jews have
multiplied and enriched mankind in every field of endeavor with their incredible God-given gifts.
My grandfather on my father’s side was Meekhael (Michael) Ben
Attar, and he was a Rabbi of a Jewish community in Morocco, North
Africa. I was given my first name, “Michael” in memory of him. My
father says that my grandfather was a man of the “Torah” and learned in
the Scriptures. This is the only photograph we have of my grandfather
and grandmother.
We can trace our “BenAttar” family back to the 1700s in Spain. This
makes me a “Sephardic Jew” who are Jews who come from Spain. My father and some members of our
family chose to remove “Ben” and to be known as “Attar.” They did this because “Ben” clearly identifies
us as being Jewish. Other family members kept the “Ben Attar” family surname.
My grandfather, Michael BenAttar’s entire family, was preparing to emigrate from Morocco to Israel in
1956. However, just one week before they were to leave, Michael had a stroke and died. After a period of
mourning, his entire family (6 children and other families) immigrated to Israel. My father served in the
IDF (Israeli Defense Forces) met my mother, who was living on a Kibbutz and then was married. I was
born shortly after that in Haifa.
My mother was born in Poland in 1939, several days before the Germans invaded
Poland to begin their methodical process of exterminating the Jewish people.
Thankfully, our family had resources. Before the Nazis came to our home, my
mother and her older sister were “given” to two Polish Gentile families (with piles
of money) to be raised as Gentiles. The two families who “saved” my mother and
her sister are “Righteous Gentiles.” “THANK YOU!” I do not know your names,
but God does! It is my understanding that our family continued to “pay” these two
families until the 1960s.
My grandfather on my mother’s side was “Nathanial Goliger.” He was a “Zionist”
and a leader in the Zionist Movement and lived in Poland. I was given my middle
name, “Nathaniel,” in memory of him.
Zionists believe that the Jewish people have the sovereign right to live in and occupy
what we today call the State of Israel. Up until 1948, when the Jews returned to their
rightful and “God Given” land, Israel, the Jewish people were scattered to the four
corners of the earth.
Nathaniel had a Ph.D. In history and ran a prosperous business. He loved books and had an incredible
collection of first edition books. My grandmother said that when the commander of a Nazi troop came
into her home and saw his book collection, he was moved to tears. The commander then killed my
grandfather by shooting him in the head—as my grandmother watched.
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The Nazis did not kill my grandmother. She would escape and survived the duration
of the war in the “underground.” The Nazis took our family’s wealth and resources,
and the rest of our family, excluding my mother and her sister, were killed by the Nazis,
or they chose to kill themselves. My grandmother told us that she believes “Nathaniel’s”
rare book collection was burned. I can recall the stories my grandmother told us about
the murder of her husband and how she survived. I can remember how she repeated the
“gesture” of pointing to the ground and cursing the Nazis at the same time. This gesture
was a desire to “leave” life and be buried. I know my grandmother never recovered from
her trauma.
Interestingly, my grandmother told us that the only other person in our family to survive was her mother.
Apparently, her son was a medical doctor, and he gave members of our family poison to take so they could
commit suicide rather than face the Nazi atrocities, which they did. My grandmother told us that her mother
took the poison but did not die. She was found on the streets, taken to a hospital, and survived. We were told
she was an extremely beautiful woman and that she had auburn hair and blue eyes. Her hair and eye color is a
very rare combination for a Jewish person. As she did not “look” Jewish, this is the most likely reason she was
taken to a hospital and survived. I can’t imagine the “pain” my grandmother's mother must have suffered
knowing that many in her family committed suicide, but “fate” allowed her to live.
The greatest miracle of our family’s story is how my mother, her sister, and my grandmother were reunited
after the war. France was the “Staging Country” for survivors of the Holocaust. But how do you “reunite”
three people out of hundreds of thousands? Where do you find them? Where do you even begin to look?
Sam Druck (who would eventually become my step-grandfather) also lived in Poland and knew my
grandmother before the war. He had been taken to prison in Siberia. After the war, he was returned to
France. There he was reunited with my grandmother and was instrumental in helping to find my mother
and her sister and to reunite the family. “Everyone,” said this reuniting was a MIRACLE! My stepfather
was a kind man and loved my grandmother, but he wasn’t “well” either. I can still recall many of the stories
“Sam” told us about how he survived the Siberian “Death” Camp.
That said, remember that the Jewish People have endured GREAT PAIN for thousands of years.
So, when they “lost” Jerusalem and the First Temple, the prophet Jeremiah recorded Israel’s pain in the
book of Lamentations.
Now, can you imagine the pain the Jews must have felt when they again “lost”
Jerusalem and the Second Temple in 70 AD?
But can you imagine the pain many Jews experienced when they learned members
of their family perished during the Holocaust?
Can you appreciate how the Jews must have felt as they longed to return to their
“ancestral” Homeland-Israel and to live and worship in Jerusalem?
Therefore, for over 2,000 years to conclude the “Feast of Passover,” the father
poured the “4th cup of wine (Elijah’s Cup) and prayed, “Next Year in Jerusalem.”

Shoah Foundation
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Unfortunately, many people still refuse to believe that the Holocaust ever took place.
Thankfully, God raised up Steven Spielberg to record the stories of Holocaust survivors.
After filming and directing Schindler’s List, Steven Spielberg formed the Shoah
Foundation to capture the stories of Holocaust survivors that the World will NEVER
FORGET. Mr. Spielberg said that “The reason he was put on the earth was to “Do
This.” In 1998, my mother was one of only 1,600 Holocaust survivors who was chosen
to tell their story via Steven Spielberg’s Shoah Foundation so that the world may “Never
Forget.” A film crew was dispatched and came to my mother’s apartment to record her
story. Her story and others like hers are now forever immortalized in the Holocaust Museum in
Washington, D.C. Thanks, Mom, for the courage to do this!

Forgiving the Germans
Because of what the Germans did to my family, I hated them. This included losing the privilege of seeing
my grandfather and my family. Interestingly, growing up, I also hated who I was—Jewish. So, one of the
things that “stirred my heart” when I moved to Texas was hearing my Gentile friends say, “I was special.”
Why? I asked. “Because you’re Jewish, the Bible is about the Jewish people. You’re His Chosen.” Some
of my friends even said, “They wished they had been born Jewish.” This disturbed me. Why would anyone
want to be Jewish, I thought to myself? It took a long time until I finally came to the “right” conclusion.
As I opened my heart and mind to the beauty and richness of my Jewish heritage, I began falling in love
with my Jewishness and Jewish background. So, after believing the Gospel of Jesus Christ (as the age
of 19), God took me on a journey of receiving forgiveness and extending forgiveness. But it took
another 25 years until I finally forgave the Germans for what they did to my family.
Except for the Lord Jesus Christ, no person has impacted me more than author,
businessman, people builder, and philanthropist, the late Paul J. Meyer. My love for
Paul stems from the fact that I became a Christian under his ministry. In the spring of
2007, I picked up and read his book entitled “Forgiveness... the Ultimate Miracle.”
That book changed my life forever. Why? I was confronted with the reality that Paul
was German and that his family had immigrated to America from Germany. I never
knew that before. Until that time, I secretly carried hatred in my heart towards the
German people for what they did to our family. And even though the German
government had taken some measure of responsibility for their actions by paying my grandmother and
mother (and other survivors of the Holocaust) a monthly pension, I still hated them. Who knows what
resources and opportunities we would have had if the Nazis had not stolen everything from us?
As I began reflecting on Paul’s impact on my life and my love for him, I was struck with God’s sense
of humor. It was ironic that I hated Germans but was in love with one. Anyhow, because of the book,
I was moved to finally forgive ALL Germans for what they had done to my family. This included
German companies and products. I now drive a German car as an outward testimony to the world that I
have forgiven the Germans. I also wrote a letter to my friend Paul J. Meyer expressing my love for him and
presenting him with a precious gift.
August 28, 2007
“Dear Paul J. Meyer, I have always known that someday I would be giving you the following present—a
Star of David that was given to me shortly after my birth in Israel. This Star of David is the MOST precious
material possession that I own. My father kept it for me, and I began wearing it shortly after I accepted
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Christ as my Savior. I have worn it for over 25 years now, but I am certain you should be its new owner.
Several years ago, I purposed in my heart to give you this pendant because I love you. Anyway, I rehearsed
this event over and over in my mind during the last few years. Each time it led me to tears. But now there
are no more tears, only joy, which brings me to the point of this letter. A few months ago, I read
“Forgiveness—the Ultimate Miracle.” The same whispering voice of the Holy Spirit who has guided my
life and the choices I have made inspired me to finally forgive ALL Germans for what they did to my
family in Poland. However, I did not recall that you came from a German background. It is interesting to
me that on this very week in August of 1939, the Germans invaded Poland, killing, and plundering many
Jewish families. Therefore, please accept this most precious gift as a memorial of God’s Ultimate
Miracle—reconciling ALL people to Himself—including Jews and Germans. I have included the chain I
wore it on in case you want to wear it, too. I pray you will treasure this Star of David as much as I have.
With much love, Mike Attar.”

Window Overlooking “Zion”-Jerusalem

Before exiting “Yad Vashem,” you will stop to reflect by this huge window. On my trip to Israel in
2013, I stopped and reflected. Suddenly, I remembered that I was “named” after each of my
grandfathers in their remembrance. Continuing to reflect as I looked through the window, I began to
cry uncontrollably. Both of my grandfathers had longed to be “in” Israel. But here I was in Israel,
again. I was born here.
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In summary, on May 14, 1948, by God’s divine intervention, the State of Israel was Re-born. The
Jewish people who had been scattered to the four corners of the world began returning to Israel.
However, Jerusalem was still not under their control, so the Jews continued to end the Passover with
the prayer, “Next Year in Jerusalem.” But on June 7, 1967, after the “6 Day War,” God enabled His
People to recapture Jerusalem. And as Rabbi Shlomo Goren and the IDF entered the “Western Wall,”
Rabbi Shlomo blew a Shofar Trumpet and quoted this verse,
•

“When you go into battle in your own land against an enemy who is oppressing you, sound a
blast on the trumpets. Then you will be remembered by the LORD your God and rescued from
your enemies.”

Hallelujah, “Sound the Trumpets in Zion”-Jerusalem is again under Israel’s control. The prayers of
the Jews have been answered.
Jews NOW live in Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is NOW once again the Capital of Israel.
Jews NOW come to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover.

“Next Year in Jerusalem—is Now!”

Dominus Flevit Church
Before we look at the story of Passover, you’ll recall
that Joseph was a “weeper.” But so was Jesus
Christ. Therefore, located on the Mount of Olives,
is this church which resembles a “teardrop.”
“Dominus Flevit” (in Latin) means “The Lord Wept.”
Jesus was a ‘man of sorrows,’ and He wept often.
Jesus wept, especially for Jerusalem.
When Jesus arrived at the Temple in Jerusalem, He
wept. And then LIKE the prophet, Nehemiah, Jesus “cleans house,” too.
➢ “As he [Jesus] approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said, “If you, even you,
had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes.
The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and
encircle you and hem you in on every side. They will dash you to the ground, you, and the children
within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the
time of God’s coming to you…Then he entered the temple area and began driving out those who
were selling. “It is written,” he said to them, “‘My house will be a house of prayer;’ but you have
made it ‘a den of robbers.’” Luke 19:41–48
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Israel’s calamities continue…

Mikveh
Before entering the “Western Wall,” you will see this “Mikveh”
(pictured). A “Mikveh” is a pool of water used by the Jewish people
in the Old Testament to attain “ritual purity.” Jews would enter into
the “Mikveh” (see picture), and they would immerse themselves in becoming
“clean” before they entered the Temple. The same occurred in Jesus’ day.
•

“When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, many went up from
the country to Jerusalem for their ceremonial cleansing before the
Passover.” John 11:55–56

Also, before entering the dining room of your hotel, you will notice a “Mikveh”
which is essentially a sink for washing your hands. Please feel free to use and
experience the Mikveh before having your meal. Earlier, when we looked at the
“Tabernacle,” the priest would wash at the “Laver” before and after each sacrifice
at the Temple. The Laver is a “Mikveh.’
Keep in mind that eating without having washed your hands does NOT make a
person “unclean.” Instead, it is what comes out of a person’s heart through their
mouths that makes them “unclean.”
➢ “Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus from Jerusalem and asked, “Why
do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? They don’t wash their hands before they
eat!” Jesus replied, “And why do you break the command of God for the sake of your
tradition…Jesus called the crowd to him and said… “Don’t you see that whatever enters the
mouth goes into the stomach and then out of the body? But the things that come out of the
mouth come from the heart, and these make a man ‘unclean.’ For out of the heart come evil
thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. These are what
make a man ‘unclean;’ but eating with unwashed hands does not make him ‘unclean.’”
Matthew 15:1–20
Jesus’ first miracle at Cana of Galilee, involved jugs used for ceremonial
washing (“Mikveh”). Jesus then filled them with water and turned the
water into wine.
➢ “On the third day, a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee…
When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have
no more wine.” “Dear woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus
replied. “My time has not yet come…Nearby stood six stone
water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each
holding from twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus said to the servants,
“Fill the jars with water;” so, they filled them to the brim. Then
he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the
banquet.” They did so, and the master of the banquet tasted the
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water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the
servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside and said,
“Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have
had too much to drink, but you have saved the best till now.” This, the first of his miraculous
signs, Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put
their faith in him.” John 2:1–11

Pool of Bethesda
The “Pool of Bethesda” (pictured) is
another type of Mikvah. At the Pool of
Bethesda, Jesus healed an invalid as He
is on His way to Jerusalem, “For a Feast of the
Jews,” most likely Passover.
➢ “Sometime later, Jesus went up to
Jerusalem for a feast of the Jews. Now
there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate
a pool, which in Aramaic is called
Bethesda and which is surrounded by
five covered colonnades. Here a great number of disabled people used to lie—the blind, the
lame, the paralyzed. One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. When Jesus
saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked
him, “Do you want to get well?” “Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into the
pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of
me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” At once, the man was
cured; he picked up his mat and walked. The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, and
so the Jews said to the man who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to
carry your mat.” But he replied, “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Pick up your mat
and walk… The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well.”
John 5:1–15

Jacob’s Well-Mount Gerizim
A “water well” is another form of a “Mikvah.” And one of the
most interesting is “Jacob’s Well” located on Mount Gerizim.
To begin, Jacob bought a piece of land in Shechem, and he gave
this piece of land to his son, Joseph, and dug a well on this land.
•

“And Joseph’s bones, which the Israelites had brought
up from Egypt, were buried at Shechem in the tract of
land that Jacob bought for a hundred pieces of silver from the sons of Hamor, the father of
Shechem. This became the inheritance of Joseph’s descendants.” Joshua 24:32
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But what’s most fascinating is that Jacob’s Well is found on Mount Gerizim. And on the opposite
side of Mount Gerizim is Mount Ebal.
So, when the Israelites crossed the Jordan into the Promised Land. Blessings were conferred on Mount
Gerizim, and cursing was conferred on Mount Ebal.
•

“See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse— the blessing if you obey the
commands of the LORD your God that I am giving you today; the curse if you disobey the
commands of the LORD your God and turn from the way that I command you today by
following other gods, which you have not known. When the LORD your God has brought you
into the land you are entering to possess, you are to proclaim on Mount Gerizim the blessings,
and on Mount Ebal the curses. As you know, these mountains are across the Jordan, west of
the road, toward the setting sun, near the great trees of Moreh, in the territory of those
Canaanites living in the Arabah in the vicinity of Gilgal. You are about to cross the Jordan to
enter and take possession of the land the LORD your God is giving you. When you have taken
it over and are living there, be sure that you obey all the decrees and laws I am setting before
you today.” Deuteronomy 11:26–32

Six of the Twelves Tribes of Israel stood on Mount Gerizim to confer the blessings.
And the other Six Tribes stood on Mount Ebal and conferred the curses.
• “Then Moses and the priests, who are Levites, said to all Israel, “Be silent, O Israel, and listen!
You have now become the people of the LORD your God. Obey the LORD your God and
follow his commands and decrees that I give you today.” On the same day, Moses commanded
the people: When you have crossed the Jordan, these tribes shall stand on Mount Gerizim to
bless the people: Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and Benjamin. And these tribes shall
stand on Mount Ebal to pronounce curses: Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali.
The Levites shall recite to all the people of Israel in a loud voice.” Deuteronomy 27:9–14
Following (Deuteronomy 27:14–26) are 12 curses which the Levites recited. After each one was
recounted, ALL the Tribes who were on the opposite mountains shouted in a loud voice-AMEN!
1. “Cursed is the man who carves an image or casts an idol—a thing detestable to the LORD, the
work of the craftsman’s hands—and sets it up in secret.” “Amen!”
2. “Cursed is the man who dishonors his father or his mother.” “Amen!”
3. “Cursed is the man who moves his neighbor’s boundary stone.” “Amen!”
4. “Cursed is the man who leads the blind astray on the road.” “Amen!”
5. “Cursed is the man who withholds justice from the alien, the fatherless or the widow.”
“Amen!”
6. “Cursed is the man who sleeps with his father’s wife, for he dishonors his father’s bed.”
“Amen!”
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7. “Cursed is the man who has sexual relations with any animal.” “Amen!”
8. “Cursed is the man who sleeps with his sister, the daughter of his father or the daughter of his
mother.” “Amen!”
9. “Cursed is the man who sleeps with his mother-in-law.” “Amen!”
10. “Cursed is the man who kills his neighbor secretly.” “Amen!”
11. “Cursed is the man who accepts a bribe to kill an innocent person.” “Amen!”
12. “Cursed is the man who does not uphold the words of this law by carrying them out.” “Amen!”
Remember that the Mosaic Law of the “Old Covenant” consisted of 613 Laws. Granted, there are
some “Laws” that make no sense or have any relevance to us today. But you will agree that the
previous 12 Laws makes a lot of sense. But NO ONE could be “declared righteous” before God
because no one can keep ALL the Laws.
The Law points us to our need for a Savior.
Therefore, when we “believe” The Gospel of Jesus Christ, we are “declared righteous” before God.
We are righteous because of what Jesus did, not because of what we did.
Following Jesus has an encounter with a Samaritan woman at a “Jacob’s Well.” She “Got It” and
believed. And after this woman’s encounter with Jesus, many Samaritans believed in Jesus, too.
➢ “The Pharisees heard that Jesus was gaining and baptizing more disciples than John, although,
in fact, it was not Jesus who baptized his disciples. When the Lord learned of this, he left
Judea and went back once more to Galilee. Now he had to go through Samaria. So, he came
to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph.
Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It
was about the sixth hour. When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her,
“Will you give me a drink?” (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) The Samaritan
woman said to him, “You are a Jew, and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for
a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the
gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him, and he would
have given you living water.” “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with, and the
well is deep. Where can you get this living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who
gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?”
Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks
the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring
of water welling up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I
won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.” He told her, “Go, call your
husband, and come back.” “I have no husband,” she replied. Jesus said to her, “You are right
when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you
now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.” “Sir,” the woman said,
“I can see that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim
that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” Jesus declared, “Believe me, woman,
a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.
You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation
is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.
God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.” The woman said, “I
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know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything
to us.” Then Jesus declared, “I who speak to you am he.” Just then, his disciples returned and
were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, “What do you want?” or
“Why are you talking with her?” Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the
town and said to the people, “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this
be the Christ?” They came out of the town and made their way toward him. Meanwhile, his
disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat something.” But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you
know nothing about.” Then his disciples said to each other, “Could someone have brought
him food?” “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his
work. Do you not say, ‘Four months more and then the harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes
and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. Even now the reaper draws his wages, even
now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together.
Thus, the saying ‘One sows, and another reaps’ is true. I sent you to reap what you have not
worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor.”
Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s
testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.” So, when the Samaritans came to him, they
urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. And because of his words, many more
became believers. They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you
said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the
world.” John 4:1–42
Continuing…
Earlier, I mentioned that “Three Things” that MUST take place before Jesus Returns.
1. The Land of Israel must be returned and controlled by the Jews.
2. The Jewish People must return to their Land-Israel.
3. The “City of Jerusalem” must be under Jewish Control.
Amazingly, in my parent's generation, ALL three things have come to pass.
Let’s continue to review the calamities that the Jews experienced beginning on the 9th of Av.

The Story of Revival and “Great War” to ComeIraq Walks Out of Talks with Kuwait
From 1980-1988 Israel’s neighbors to the North, Iraq, and Iran
were at war. The bitter conflict began when President Saddam
Hussein of Iraq invaded Iran. Saddam was a barbaric dictator
and often used chemical weapons during the war. He also used
chemical weapons against his own people. It was also a costly
war for both sides, with an estimated death toll of well over a
million people.
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The following chart shows which Countries supported Iraq and
those who supported Iran. Though not a World War, most of the
World’s “superpowers” were involved in supplying financing,
armaments, or logistical support.
Interestingly, you’ll notice that Israel supported Iran
(logistically). Though Israel was enemies with Iran, they hated
Saddam Hussein more. Also, please keep in mind that many of
Iran’s citizens love the Jews. Their government HATES Israel.
The Iraq and Iran conflict were costly economically, and Saddam
was unable to pay back the loans he had borrowed to finance the
war. So, in July 1990, Saddam “preemptively” accused Kuwait
and the United Arab Emirates of flooding the oil market and
driving down oil prices. He also accused Kuwait of stealing
billions of dollars of oil from wells along Iraq’s border. Kuwait
countered by claiming Iraq was trying to “muscle” neighboring
Countries (including Kuwait) into writing off billions of dollars
in debts Iraq had accumulated from the war. President Hosni
Mubarak of Egypt tried to broker peace between Iraq and Kuwait
in Saudi Arabia. However, Iraq walked out of the peace talks
after just “one session” on the 9th of Av. The ramifications of
these failed peace talks would have deadly consequences for
Israel.
It was clear from the beginning that Saddam had no intention of desiring “peace” with Kuwait. Instead, he
wanted Kuwait’s immense wealth and oil resources. Therefore, within 2 days of the failed peace talks,
Iraqi’s “massive” army invaded Kuwait and took complete control. This barbaric act infuriated the United
States, other World Powers, and the United Nations. Within weeks, the United Nations Security Council
formally demanded that Iraq withdraw from Kuwait. Saddam refused, and The Persian Gulf War (also
called “Operation Desert Storm” and “Operation Desert Shield”) began in January of 1991. The first U.S.led air offensive obliterated Saddam’s airplanes and tanks. This was followed by a ground offensive that
was larger and more complex than the “D-Day” invasion in WWII.
Interestingly, many of Iraq’s neighbors who had supported Saddam during the Iraq-Iran war were now his
enemies. They had joined the US-led “Coalition” against him. So, what did Saddam do? Saddam launched
a series of “scud” missiles attacks into Israel and inflicted many casualties in Israel’s largest City-Tel Aviv.
Fearing that Saddam’s “scud” missiles might be carrying chemical weaponry, Israel planned its retaliation,
and that’s exactly what Saddam was counting on. Saddam knew that Israel’s retribution would be swift
and sure. Neighboring Countries who had joined the US-led “Coalition” would be forced to decide. Though
they hated Saddam for invading Kuwait, they hated Israel even MORE. Therefore, Saddam was counting
on them, leaving the “Coalition,” and helping him fight against Israel. Saddam Hussein indeed was a
“madman.”
Thankfully, the United States “talked Israel down,” and Israel did not retaliate. This averted WWIII in the
Middle East.
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Besides being a certifiable “madman,” Saddam Hussein often compared himself to King Nebuchadnezzar.
Saddam had repeatedly indicated his desire to rebuild Babylon (Iraq) to reflect the same splendor as King
Nebuchadnezzar. In fact, Saddam was well on his way to restoring his “Palace” to emulate King
Nebuchadnezzar’s Palace. Sadly, Saddam never read the book of Daniel chapter four. Had he read and
understood, he would have realized that King Nebuchadnezzar was a “madman,” too. However, King
Nebuchadnezzar turned his heart to the Living God, and God healed his mind and restored his “sanity.”
King Nebuchadnezzar then issued a “decree,” in essence, declaring that the God of Daniel (the God of the
Bible, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob) had become King Nebuchadnezzar’s God, too.
And by the end of February 1991, Coalition forces had succeeded in expelling the Iraqi Army out of
Kuwait. In fact, the Iraqi Army was so fearful of the United States military that they just gave up without
a fight. To them, we were like “Giants,” and they were like “grasshoppers.” However, Saddam successfully
evaded capture. Then the tragedy of “9-11” struck “home” in 2001. Our Government, believing that
Saddam had “some part” in it, made his capture “Job One.” Therefore, in December 2003, the “madman”
was found hiding in a “hole” like the RAT that he was. Thankfully, he was tried and executed by hangingjust like Haman in the story of Ruth.
That said, it’s no surprise to anyone who has read the Bible that “Israel” is the central Country mentioned
in the Bible. And that Jerusalem is the “City of God” where God chose to “reside” on the earth. However,
Iraq is the second most mentioned Country in the Bible. Modern-day Iraq is called Babylon, Land of Shinar,
Mesopotamia, and Chaldea in the Bible. Also, the Northern part of Iraq is called “Assyria” in the Bible. Of
great interest is the port of Babylon, which is called “Ur” and is the hometown of Israel’s Patriarch
Abraham. Let’s take a look.
•

This is the account of Terah. Terah became the father of Abram, Nahor, and Haran. And Haran
became the father of Lot. While his father Terah was still alive, Haran died in Ur of the Chaldeans,
in the land of his birth. Abram and Nahor both married. The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai…
Now Sarai was barren; she had no children. Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot son of
Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, the wife of his son Abram, and together they set out from Ur
of the Chaldeans to go to Canaan. But when they came to Haran, they settled there. Terah lived 205
years, and he died in Haran. The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and
your father’s household and go to the land I will show you. “I will make you into a great nation,
and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who
bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse, and all peoples on earth will be blessed through
you.” So, Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five
years old when he set out from Haran. He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions
they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of
Canaan, and they arrived there. Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree
of Moreh at Shechem…The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring, I will give this
land.” Genesis 11:27–12:9

Many Biblical accounts occurred in “Iraq,” including the story of King Nebuchadnezzar, King Belshazzar,
and Daniel in “Babylon.”
However, one of the most fascinating stories to occur in Iraq is the story of Nineveh.
You will recall that God told “Jonah” to go and preach to the “City of Nineveh.”
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Nineveh was in the upper part of “Mesopotamia” (Iraq), and it was home to the Assyrians.
The story...
God commands Jonah to preach “The Message of God’s Redemptive Grace” to the City of Nineveh.
•

“Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before
me.” Jonah 1:2

Jonah knew that the Ninevites were EVIL people. He also knew that if he preached God’s “grace and
mercy,” they would respond, and God would “save” them. He didn’t want that to happen, so Jonah boarded
a ship heading to Tarshish, which is in the opposite direction of Nineveh.
•

“But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he
found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to
flee from the LORD.” Jonah 1:3

There’s a big storm on the boat, “lots” are drawn, and everyone on board blames Jonah for the storm. Jonah
asks to be thrown overboard, and he is overboard “saving” the ship and the crew. God causes a BIG fish to
swallow Jonah, and he remains in the belly of the BIG fish for three days.
•

“Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and the raging sea grew calm… But the LORD
provided a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was inside the fish three days and three nights.”
Jonah 1:15-17

In the belly of the Big fish, Jonah has a change of heart, he repents, and God causes the BIG fish to vomit
Jonah out onto the dry ground, “saving” him.
•

“From inside the fish, Jonah prayed to the LORD his God. He said: “In my distress, I called to the
LORD, and he answered me. From the depths of the grave I called for help, and you listened to my
cry. You hurled me into the deep, into the very heart of the seas, and the currents swirled about me;
all your waves and breakers swept over me…But you brought my life up from the pit, O LORD my
God. “When my life was ebbing away, I remembered you, LORD, and my prayer rose to you, to
your holy temple…But I, with a song of thanksgiving, will sacrifice to you. What I have vowed I
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will make good. Salvation comes from the LORD.” And the LORD commanded the fish, and it
vomited Jonah onto dry land.” Jonah 2:1-9
Jonah goes to Nineveh, preaches, and the entire City of Nineveh (over 140,000 people) are “saved” as they
repent and turn their hearts to the God of the Bible.
•

“Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time: “Go to the great city of Nineveh and
proclaim to it the message I give you.” Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh…
The Ninevites believed God… When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his
throne…Then he issued a proclamation in Nineveh…Let everyone call urgently on God. Let them
give up their evil ways and their violence... When God saw what they did and how they turned from
their evil ways, he had compassion and did not bring upon them the destruction he had threatened.”
Jonah 3:1-10

Despite his preaching success, Jonah becomes angry, has depression, and is suicidal. God makes a “special
vine” that “saves” Jonah. But Jonah is still angry with God for His grace and compassion towards the
Ninevites. So, God again reveals His compassion for that “great city.
•

“But Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry… Now, O LORD, take away my life, for it is
better for me to die than to live.” But the LORD replied, “Have you any right to be angry?” Jonah
went out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself a shelter, sat in its shade
and waited to see what would happen to the city. Then the LORD God provided a vine and made it
grow up over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy
about the vine. But at dawn the next day God provided a worm, which chewed the vine so that it
withered. When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and the sun blazed on Jonah’s
head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die and said, “It would be better for me to die than to live.”
But God said to Jonah, “Do you have a right to be angry about the vine?” “I do,” he said. “I am
angry enough to die.” But the LORD said, “You have been concerned about this vine, though you
did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. But Nineveh has more
than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left, and
many cattle as well. Should I not be concerned about that great city?” Jonah 4:1–11

The Big Fish and the Empty Tomb

The story of Jonah is vitally important because Jesus said that the ONLY sign that will be given is the sign
of the prophet Jonah.
➢ Jesus said, “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a miraculous sign! But none will be
given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the
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belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with the generation and condemn it; for they
repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now something greater than Jonah is here.” Matthew 12:3941 (Same account in Matthew 16:1-4 and Luke 11:32
While in Israel, you will visit Jesus’s “Empty Tomb” (pictured). You will also visit the port city of Jaffa
and see the statue of a BIG fish (pictured).
Both “landmarks” serve to remind us about the story Jonah.
Keep in mind that:
As Jonah was in the belly of the fish for three days and three
nights, Jesus was also in the belly of the earth (His tomb) for
three days and three nights.
•

“From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples
that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the
hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law and
that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.”
Matthew 16:21

“Jesus was appointed as the “Son of God” in power by His
resurrection from the dead.” Romans 1:4

That said, whereas God proved His grace and mercy to Nineveh
(Assyrians) through Jonah’s preaching, there is an often untold
“second part” to the story of Nineveh.
In the Bible, generally speaking, “One Generation” is 40 years. So,
within the second and third generation after Jonah’s preaching and Nineveh’s repentance, the “next”
generation of Ninevites had “forgotten” about Jonah’s preaching. And they turned their backs from God
and resumed their evil ways. Therefore, God had no choice but to enact His “judgment” against Nineveh.
Interestingly, in the book of Nahum, the prophet Nahum details Nineveh’s ultimate destruction.
•

“The LORD is a jealous and avenging God; the LORD takes vengeance and is filled with wrath. The
LORD takes vengeance on his foes and maintains his wrath against his enemies. The LORD is slow
to anger and great in power; the LORD will not leave the guilty unpunished…The LORD is good, a
refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in him, but with an overwhelming flood, he
will make an end of Nineveh…From you, O Nineveh, has one come forth who plots evil against
the LORD and counsels wickedness. This is what the LORD says: “Although they have allies and are
numerous, they will be cut off and pass away.”

We don’t know precisely where Nahum was from. However, some Bible scholars say that Nahum may
have come from the City of “Capernaum” because (in Hebrew) “Capernaum” means “Village of Nahum.”
You’ll recall that “Capernaum” was referred to as “Jesus’ City” because He went to “Capernaum” often.
That said, the City of Nineveh (the Capital of the Assyrians) was destroyed by the Medes (just as Nahum
had prophesied), and at least for a “time,” there was peace in “Judah and Israel.” However, (just like Her
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past), Israel would continue to endure more wars, battles, and skirmishes with Her enemies. There will be
NO lasting peace until Messiah-the “One who brings Good News” comes-AGAIN!
•

“Although I have afflicted you, O Judah, I will afflict you no more. Now I will break their yoke
from your neck and tear your shackles away…. Look, there on the mountains, the feet of one who
brings good news, who proclaims peace! Celebrate your festivals, O Judah, and fulfill your vows.
No more will the wicked invade you; they will be completely destroyed…The LORD will restore
the splendor of Jacob like the splendor of Israel.” Nahum 1-3

The story of Nineveh illustrates that God’s “righteousness” WILL NOT pass to the next
generation(s) without God’s Word being preached and the hearers responding in faith.
Therefore, just because Mom and Dad are believers doesn’t mean their children will become believers, too.
Mom and Dad must “build” into their children, and the children must make up their own minds to believe
or not. Also, ALL Christian preachers, teachers, and leaders must “pour into” those whom they are
“charged” to lead. If not, what happened to Nineveh can happen to ANY people group, Country, or Nation.
It’s unfortunate, but today, many “so-called” Christian preachers and teachers are feeding their flocks with
the essence of “Christianese.” However, when measured against the context of Scripture, their messages
are “Garbage.” No wonder the next generation is falling away from the TRUE God-the God of the Bible.
Here’s what the Apostle Paul has to say about this issue.
•

“In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of
his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: Preach the Word; be prepared in season and
out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. For the
time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires,
they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.
They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.” 2 Timothy 4

It’s important to remember that Israel, “God’s Chosen People,” was NEVER immune from God’s
retribution for their sin. Therefore, neither is any other Country or Nation. Following, King Solomon
“dedicates” the First Temple, and God reminds His people of how they should “live.”
•

“When Solomon finished praying, fire came down from heaven and consumed the burnt offering
and the sacrifices, and the glory of the LORD filled the temple. The priests could not enter the temple
of the LORD because the glory of the LORD filled it. When all the Israelites saw the fire coming
down and the glory of the LORD above the temple, they knelt on the pavement with their faces to
the ground, and they worshiped and gave thanks to the LORD, saying, “He is good; his love endures
forever…So the king and all the people dedicated the temple of God. The priests took their
positions, as did the Levites with the LORD’s musical instruments, which King David had made for
praising the LORD and which were used when he gave thanks, saying, “His love endures forever.”
Opposite the Levites, the priests blew their trumpets, and all the Israelites were standing… So,
Solomon observed the festival at that time for seven days, and all Israel with him—a vast assembly,
people from Lebo Hamath to the Wadi of Egypt. On the eighth day, they held an assembly, for they
had celebrated the dedication of the altar for seven days and the festival for seven days more. On
the twenty-third day of the seventh month, he sent the people to their homes, joyful and glad in
heart for the good things the LORD had done for David and Solomon and for his people Israel. When
Solomon had finished the temple of the LORD and the royal palace and had succeeded in carrying
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out all he had in mind to do in the temple of the LORD and in his own palace, the LORD appeared to
him at night and said: “I have heard your prayer and have chosen this place for myself as a temple
for sacrifices. “When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain or command locusts to devour
the land or send a plague among my people, if my people, who are called by my name, will humble
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from
heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. Now my eyes will be open, and my ears
attentive to the prayers offered in this place. I have chosen and consecrated this temple so that my
Name may be there forever. My eyes and my heart will always be there. “As for you, if you walk
before me as David your father did, and do all I command, and observe my decrees and laws, I will
establish your royal throne, as I covenanted with David, your father when I said, ‘You shall never
fail to have a man to rule over Israel.’ “But if you turn away and forsake the decrees and commands
I have given you and go off to serve other gods and worship them, then I will uproot Israel from
my land, which I have given them, and will reject this temple I have consecrated for my Name. I
will make it a byword and an object of ridicule among all peoples.” 2 Chronicles 7:1–22
Unfortunately, many who live in America (and other countries, too) have grown “cold” to the idea that
God will unleash His FULL retribution against their sinful behaviors. But we shouldn’t confuse God’s
patience, grace, and mercy with His justice. America may well be “judged” by God for Her inequitiessomeday! Therefore, let “us” call upon the Name of the Lord. Let “US” individually and corporately
humble ourselves, confess our sins, and ask God to heal our Land. If we don’t, we may well become LIKE
Nineveh-pagan, unbelieving, and EVIL.
❖ Let us pray for “National Revival”-the ONLY HOPE our Nation (and any Nation) has of being
“Free” is found in the “One” who is the “Prince of Peace”-The Lord Jesus Christ.
❖ Let us pray for “Parental Revival”-may they teach God’s Word in their homes and demonstrate the
“Christ-life” to their children and to unbelievers
❖ Let us pray for “Preacher and Teacher Revival”-may they ONLY preach from God’s WORD and
may those who hear-respond in faith.
❖ Let us pray for “Individual Repentance”-let humility and repentance begin with “me.”

Four Stolen Silver Trumpets
The following story occurred at age 16 (I was living in the “Old Covenant”). This story highlights
“repentance” after I believed The Gospel of Jesus Christ and entered into the “New Covenant.”
In 1976, I was sixteen years old and pursuing a career in classical music as a trumpet player. I had been
studying for five years under a teacher who became the principal player of the New York Philharmonic
Orchestra. Since I played in several different orchestras at school and throughout the city, I thought I needed
a C trumpet. The standard trumpet is constructed in the key of B flat, but most professionals choose to use
a trumpet constructed specifically in the key of C, as it is more versatile for orchestra work. I wanted one.
So, I walked into the Giardinelli Band Instrument Company in New York City and, without paying for it,
casually walked out the door with a new silver C trumpet. Stolen silver trumpet number one. I was so
proud, playing and later selling it for three hundred dollars.
That same year, needing a job, I went to the Giardinelli Band Instrument Company. I asked the president,
Robert Giardinelli, to hire me, and he did. The first day at work was a Saturday, the busiest day for the
company. I was posted at the front door. My mission—to prevent people from leaving the store with
instruments they didn’t pay for. I was the proverbial fox standing guard over the henhouse. That fall, a
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hundred dollars. The plan was for him to bring his empty case and for me to put a new horn into it. Stolen
silver trumpet number two.
Priding myself in shipping and packing instruments all over the world, my thefts never bothered me. One
day, very brazenly, I packed two new silver trumpets into a box and then loaded the box onto the dolly
with other instruments ready to be shipped. I rolled the dolly out the door, walked down to the post office,
and mailed the boxes. I had cleverly forged the destination and recipient of the box. Several days later, the
two silver trumpets arrived safely at my home. Stolen silver trumpets three and four.
I was so proud of my new silver trumpets, bringing them to school and playing them everywhere. Friends
wondered where I got the money to buy two new silver trumpets. I suspect my parents probably wondered,
too.
No question about it, at this stage in my life, I was a criminal with no integrity. Immediately after the thefts,
I began thinking that, had I been caught, I probably would have been incarcerated. This started to bother
me, and during the next four years, caused unbearable emotional pain. I dealt with this pain as most people
do, by indulging in vices.
Immersed in the pain of my sins, I was invited to church at the age of twenty. I heard the Gospel for the
first time in my life—the Gospel that Jesus Christ died as a substitute for my sins, rising again on the third
day. In faith, I believed the Gospel and became a Christian—a Jewish believer in Jesus Christ. Because of
this spiritual and eternal transformation, my sins, past, present, and future, as far as God was concerned,
were forgotten. My spiritual transformation and spiritual journey begun, I believed that God had forgiven
me for the thefts of the four silver trumpets and forgotten about them, too.
Because of the grace that God had shown me, regaining, and maintaining integrity became a big issue for
me. I pursued integrity with a vengeance, tackling one issue after another until I retrieved a large measure
of my integrity. However, the issue of the four silver trumpets never totally went away. Over the years, I
thought about it so often that I began to lose sleep—becoming anxious and depressed. Frequently, I also
wondered why no one took notice of the things I had accomplished in business and in my personal life.
Finally, I realized that my talk and my walk didn’t line up.
Purposefully, I kept my mouth shut and entered a time of repentance, reclaiming lost integrity, and taking
personal responsibility for my actions. While learning to overcome my mood struggles, I became
intensively involved with a group called Top Gun—a men’s accountability and discipleship ministry in my
church. Each week I met with other men to discuss and resolve deep, personal life issues. These men were
aware of my intense mood struggles. They loved me and encouraged me to follow through with the
extensive reading and strict accountability required of each man in the group.
Through this process of close accountability and with God working in my life, the issue of the four silver
trumpets kept coming back into my mind. The pain regarding this sin became so intense that each week, I
would cry over it in front of these men. I understood that one source of my mood struggles was sin. There
are, of course, many other reasons and causes, but since the issue of the four silver trumpets always lingered
in my mind, I began to wonder and seriously consider if my mood struggles were a result of the thefts.
After painful reflection and consideration, I concluded that taking the silver trumpets had indeed
contributed to my illness. Lamenting over my evil deeds, my leader confronted me on this issue. He told
me, “The reason the pain of your sin never went away is that God is trying to get your attention.” My
accountability leader was right. I knew it was time to totally resolve this issue. Just as I had dealt with
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similar situations, I let the pain drive me, following it to the source—my lack of integrity. First, I calculated
the value of the four stolen silver trumpets.
I added compound interest for the period of twenty-two years. I also added “restitution” for my thefts—a
dollar value that would say, “I mean business.” I opened my checkbook and wrote out a check to Robert
Giardinelli for ten thousand dollars. Did I have ten thousand dollars to just throw away? No. But that didn’t
matter. Money wasn’t the issue—the source of the pain was. Regaining and keeping integrity intact was
more important than money. Why now? Why so suddenly? Why at all? It was on a Thursday that I mustered
the courage to call Bob Giardinelli to pay my debt. I called the store in New York and asked to speak with
him. I was told that Mr. Giardinelli had died two years earlier.
“Is his wife still alive?” I asked.
“Yes!” Came the reply.
“Could I please get her phone number?”
“We don’t have it. Mrs. Rose Giardinelli is in Italy.”
“Is there a number for her hotel?”
“No.”
“Do you know what hotel she is staying in?”
“Yes, here it is.”
I hung up, called international information, and got the number to the hotel in Italy.
“Rose Giardinelli? You missed her by a day. She’s on her way to Rome.”
I called the store back and explained that this was a matter of “life and death.” “Could you arrange for Mrs.
Rose Giardinelli to call me collect when she gets back to New York?” I gave them my name and phone
number. Several days later, I got the call from Rose Giardinelli. Slowly I explained who I was, that I had
been in her husband’s employment, and had stolen four silver trumpets. Also, I was now a Christian. I
asked her if she knew what that meant. She said,
“Yes, I’m a Christian, too.”
I told her the story of the four silver trumpets and that I was prepared to send her a check for ten thousand
dollars. I began to cry.
Mrs. Giardinelli blurted out, “I forgive you.”
Immediately, I responded, “But you don’t understand, Mrs. Giardinelli, I stole four silver trumpets. I owe
you, and I must pay!”
She said again, “I am a Christian, too, and I forgive you.”
I could not stop crying. “But you don’t understand. I owe, and I must pay.”
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“But you don’t understand. I forgive you.” Mrs. Giardinelli said again, “I forgive you. However, Mike, if
you feel you must pay, then give the money to someone who needs it.”
With that, Mrs. Rose Giardinelli said good-bye and hung up. I sat there, stunned, crying, and then it all hit
me. I was forgiven! I had been forgiven for the theft of the four silver trumpets. Closing my checkbook, I
was flooded with relief. But that’s not the end of the story. No! Actually, it’s the beginning. I went back to
my accountability leader and told him what had happened. Several weeks later, my leader commented that
something very good was going to come out of this, adding that most people would never have followed
through. I replied that I still felt some pain, and the event wasn’t fully resolved. He encouraged me to
continue the process of follow-through until the pain went away. Yet, days later, the pain lingered.
Forgiven? Yes! Resolved? No! Mrs. Giardinelli had said if I felt I had to pay, then I should give the money
to someone who needed it. I wrestled with that thought for days. Why did I still feel pain?
My very first pastor, Bible teacher, and friend, John Williams, came to mind. He was the one who had
encouraged me to pursue sales, especially the securities business. He had been right on all accounts. I had
spoken with him several times over the years, telling him the overall success I had been having. “Give this
man some money,” the voice in my head said, “How much?” Obediently, I wrote out a check for five
thousand dollars.
Then I called, made an appointment, and drove to his house. Filling him in on the pieces of my life, I told
him I wanted to write, that I had written much, but generally, I felt I had nothing to say. I informed him I
was going to continue my writing pursuits. He reminded me of a letter I had written to him soon after my
friend Angela died, a letter of despair, heartache, and anguish, describing my battle with mood struggles.
John said he had kept that letter on his desk and prayed for me often. He said he wanted the first copy of
a book signed by me whenever it was published. At that point, I told him I had nothing to publish. In
parting, I told him I loved him, took out the check, and gave it to him. He looked at the check, and the large
sum drove him instantly to tears. He said that he really could use the money. He asked me why I was doing
this, so I told him the story.
Coincidentally I ran into him and his wife three years later at a local restaurant. We shared a meal that
night, and he asked me, “How is it going?” “A whole lot of nothing,” I said. We discussed the progress I
had been making in overcoming mood struggles. He told me to continue pursuing my passion, suggesting
that I author a book about my mood struggles that would give comfort and bring hope to others. As we ate
dinner, he quoted the verses that I used for the preface of my book. The next morning, I got up, and for the
next two years, I worked on my first book. I am utterly convinced that following the Holy Spirit’s urging,
in making restitution, not only birthed my first book entitled, “My Pursuit of a Good Mood” but also the
ministry of the Good Mood Foundation.
In December of 2018, a few weeks before Christmas, my friend John Williams called me. We had stayed
in touch and spoken several times over the years. He had wanted to “tell me something” a few years earlier.
He said he had written me a long letter on his computer, but moments before hitting the “send” button, it
just disappeared. He was unable to retrieve the letter. In short, this is what John told me. He had used the
five thousand dollars to purchase a computer, projector, and other essentials to “seed” a new business
opportunity-providing Churches who need to expand their campuses with the financing to do so- “Church
Bonds.” He went on to explain that he had not only broken every sales record in his company but went on
to become the “number one” salesperson” in this entire industry. He said he considers the receipt of the
money, “One of those divine provisions of God,” and a “turning point” in his life.
+++++++++++++
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For almost eight years, I told the story of the “Four Stolen Silver Trumpets” in my Sunday presentation to
the patients in our “Hospital Ministry.” It’s a compelling story, and many patients were impacted by that
story, and also my story of finally forgiving the Germans for killing my family in Poland. Therefore,
MANY patients came to the “conclusion” to begin the process of asking for forgiveness for sins they had
committed. And also, to start forgiving those who sinned against them. However, it’s TRULY impossible
to seek “Biblical” forgiveness or to provide “Biblical” forgiveness unless a person KNOWS the author of
“forgiveness-Jesus Christ. So, these two stories led to a clear presentation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
+++++++++++++
Now, let’s circle back to the “Gulf War,” which was the first war to be broadcast “Live” on television.
Cable Networks displayed the “Gulf War” to the World in “real-time.” This led many to speculate that the
“Gulf War” was the war of Armageddon spoken about in Revelation.
When you tour, Israel, you will stop to see the “Valley of Megiddo,” the location for the future “Battle of
Armageddon,” I share the view with many Biblical Scholars that the “Gulf War” wasn’t Armageddon.
Instead, it was a “picture” of the “Great War” to come. This FINAL “Great War” or war of Armageddon
will consist of a “coalition” of Countries who will come together to destroy Israel. But they WILL Fail.
However, there’s another “Great War,” which will come before the Battle of Armageddon. It’s called the
war of “Gog and Magog” and is revealed in the book of Ezekiel, chapters 38 and 39.
•

“The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, set your face against Gog, of the land of Magog,
the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal; prophesy against him and say: ‘This is what the Sovereign
LORD says: I am against you, O Gog, chief prince of Meshech and Tubal. I will turn you around,
put hooks in your jaws and bring you out with your whole army—your horses, your horsemen fully
armed, and a great horde with large and small shields, all of them brandishing their swords. Persia,
Cush, and Put will be with them, all with shields and helmets, also Gomer with all its troops, and
Beth Togarmah from the far north with all its troops—the many nations with you. “‘Get ready; be
prepared, you and all the hordes gathered about you, and take command of them. After many days
you will be called to arms. In future years you will invade a land that has recovered from war,
whose people were gathered from many nations to the mountains of Israel, which had long been
desolate. They had been brought out from the nations, and now all of them live in safety. You and
all your troops and the many nations with you will go up, advancing like a storm; you will be like
a cloud covering the land. “‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: On that day, thoughts will come
into your mind, and you will devise an evil scheme. You will say, “I will invade a land of unwalled
villages; I will attack a peaceful and unsuspecting people—all of them living without walls and
without gates and bars. I will plunder and loot and turn my hand against the resettled ruins, and the
people gathered from the nations, rich in livestock and goods, living at the center of the land.”
Ezekiel 38:1–12
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Most Bible scholars believe that the Countries
mentioned in Ezekiel are the Countries found on this
map. As you can see, most of them are in Turkey. Note
that except for Russia, all are “Islamic” Countries.
It’s clear from Ezekiel that the war of “Gog and Magog”
will occur after Israel has been “Re-Gathered,” as Jews
from many Nations have come back to live in a “Land”
that was once desolate. This “regathering” began on
May 14, 1948, when Israel was re-born. It’s also clear
that Israel is living in “safety.” It’s important to note that
“safety” doesn’t necessarily mean Israel doesn’t have enemies. Instead, it means that Israel is a “Power”
with the resources and capabilities to “fearfully” ward off any aggression against Her. It is also clear that
the MAIN purpose of the war of “Gog and Magog” will be to “plunder and loot” or to “take a spoil” AWAY
from Israel. However, “spoil” isn’t identified. As of this writing, the only “true” Natural Resource Israel
has (besides the BRAINS of Her People) are the minerals from the Dead Sea. These “Dead Sea Minerals”
are used to make various “health-related” products. But I don’t believe the war of “Gog and Magog” will
be over that. Maybe, abundant “oil” reserves or other “mineral” reserves will be found in Israel, and Her
enemies want them.
Here’s another thought to consider. Israel has turned a vast desert into lush green pastures. In fact, Israel
produces more food then it uses and is an “exporter” of many types of fruits and vegetables. Israel was able
to do this because of the extensive infrastructure of desalinization facilities they’ve built. In fact, over 80%
of Israel’s water supply comes from the “Mediterranean Sea,” which has been “desalinized.” However,
Israel’s neighboring Countries don’t have desalinization facilities in place. So, what would happen if
there’s a water drought in these Countries? Without water, vegetation can’t grow, and animals raised for
food can’t survive. Therefore, Israel’s “Ocean Waters” and desalination facilities become unbelievably
valuable. So, this could be the “spoil,” which is the precipice for the war of “Gog and Magog.” Again, we
don’t know.
Interestingly, some Bible Scholars believe that the war of “Gog and Magog” is the battle of Armageddon
or even a “part” of the battle of Armageddon. I (like many Bible Scholars) don’t believe that because the
war of “Gog and Magog” consists of Countries who come against Israel to “take away a spoil.”
The battle of Armageddon is a coalition of Countries and Nations who come against Israel to “alienate”
Her. Also, we know that the battle of Armageddon is the FINAL “Great War.” It makes sense that the war
of “Gog and Magog” will be a “Great War,” which precedes the battle of Armageddon. Also, though we
know that the battle of Armageddon “will” occur within the “7 Year Tribulation” period, we don’t know
when the war of “Gog and Magog” will occur. It’s possible it occurs before or even during the
“Tribulation.” Nevertheless, we know that in both “Great Wars” of “Gog and Magog” and Armageddon,
God will intervene, and Israel will WIN!
Interestingly, the term “Gog and Magog” is also mentioned in the book of Revelation.
• “And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his
hand a great chain. He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound
him for a thousand years. He threw him into the Abyss and locked and sealed it over him, to keep
him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must
be set free for a short time. I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority
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to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus
and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or his image and had not received
his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand
years. (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the
first resurrection. Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second
death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him
for a thousand years. When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison and
will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog and Magog—to gather them
for battle. In number, they are like the sand on the seashore. They marched across the breadth of
the earth and surrounded the camp of God’s people, the city he loves. But fire came down from
heaven and devoured them. And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning
sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night
forever and ever.” Revelation 19:11–21:8
Admittedly, there’s a lot in the Bible I do not understand. I certainly don’t understand every aspect of the
1,000 (millennial reign). This is signified by God’s “Seventh Feast” – Tabernacles. But what I do
understand is that for 1,000 years, the “New Earth” will be inhabited with believers, living in “New” perfect
“glorified” bodies. I also understand that ALL “Nations” will be worshiping and glorifying God in the
“New Jerusalem.”
Based on these earlier truths, I believe that “Gog and Magog” in Revelation is NOT referring to a coalition
of Countries (book of Ezekiel) who collude to begin a war against Israel. Instead, I believe that John is
using “Gog and Magog” in a “figurative” form to illustrate the term “spoil” and the “taking away of a
spoil.” Therefore, what is the “SPOIL” that Satan and his demons (whose numbers are like the sand of the
seashore) would like to take away? It is God’s People!
After Satan and his demonic powers are released from the Abyss, they will attempt to “take away” God’s
most precious “SPOIL”—His People—The People of God. “They go out to deceive the nations in the four
corners of the earth. They marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of God’s
people, the city he loves (New Jerusalem).” Of course, Satan won’t win just as he doesn’t win the earlier
Great Wars of “Gog and Magog” and Armageddon. God sends down FIRE from heaven and devours Satan
and his demons who endure an eternity of torment. GOD WINS! End of Story!

The Story of Islamic RetaliationJewish Community Center in Buenos Aires is Bombed
When the Jews were expelled from Spain, MANY Sephardic Jews moved and formed "colonies" in the
region, which became Argentina. Interestingly, Argentina is the largest country in Latin America, with the
highest number of Jewish residents (over 200,000). Also, after WWII, it is believed that many Nazis
immigrated to Argentina. The most famous was Adolf Eichmann, who lived near Buenos Aires until 1960.
Israeli agents tracked him down and abducted him from a Buenos Aires suburb. They took him to Israel
for “War Crime” trials. Adolf Eichmann was found guilty and hanged on June 1, 1962. A movie about his
capture from Argentina to Israel was recently released called “Operation Finale.” I highly recommend
seeing it! That said, in February 1992, Israel had “Hezbollah” Secretary-General “Sayed Abbas alMusawi” assassinated. “Hezbollah” is a militant and political organization, and its chief enemies are the
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United States and Israel. It is widely believed that they receive their support from Iran, who is Israel’s most
formidable enemy. One month later, (March 1992) in “retaliation,” a suicide bomber drove a truck into the
Israeli Embassy in Buenos Aries, Argentina, killing many people, including several Israelis. An Islamic
group linked to Iran and Hezbollah claimed responsibility for the attack. Then two years later, on July 18,
1994 -the 9th of Av, a suicide bomber drove a truck loaded with explosives into the “Argentine Israelite
Mutual Association” (AIMA), a Jewish Community Center in Buenos Aires killing 85 people, including
Israelis and injuring hundreds more. Then the day after the AIMA attack, another suicide bomber carried
out an attack on a Panamanian commuter plane, killing all 21 passengers, including 12 Jews. Then eight
days after the AIMA attack, the Israeli embassy in London was car-bombed. Then thirteen hours later, a
car bomb exploded outside a Jewish community center in London. Again, it is believed that Hezbollah had
a part in the bombings. Today, the conflict between Israel and Iran continues. Of Great concern is Iran’s
attempt at producing or buying a Nuclear Bomb.

The Story of the Palestinian Conflict- Israeli Settlements Evicted from Gaza
After the “6 Day War” in 1967, Israel gave control of the “Gaza Strip” to the
Palestinians. Though the Palestinians controlled Gaza, Israeli settlements
continued to flourish in Gaza, but so did the hostilities towards the Jews. Their
main contention is that ALL of Israel belongs to them. So, in February 2005,
Israel’s “Knesset” enacted the expulsion of ALL Israeli settlements in Gaza.
And in August 2005 on the “9th of Av” Israeli citizens who had refused the
government’s “compensation packages” to voluntarily vacate Gaza were
evicted from Gaza by Israeli security forces. Though there is no Israeli presence
in Gaza today, Israel still provides Gaza with its water, electricity, and other
utilities.
To date, the Palestinians have chosen NOT to build Gaza (see map) in the same
way that the Jews have built Israel. For example, with Gaza’s coastal access to
the Mediterranean Sea, the Palestinians could build luxury residences on the
Sea’s shoreline. Many foreigners love to live by the Mediterranean Sea, and the
cost would be much less than comparable homes “By the Sea” in Israel. They could also build hotels and
have active tourism to grow their economy. I’ve read that many Countries and venture capitalists would be
happy to provide aid for the “re-building” of Gaza. However, the Palestinians continue their animosity
towards the Jews. A lot of this animosity is fueled by “Hamas,” which is a militant and political
organization and is the “controlling power” in Gaza. It is also widely believed that Iran funds Hamas.
Therefore, by their choosing, the Palestinians in Gaza continue to live in “Third World” conditions.
In summary, ONLY the Hand of Almighty God could have orchestrated the “timing” of Israel’s calamities,
which all occurred on the 9th of Av. On one level, these calamities should make you sad. But on another
level, it should lift your faith. The Jews are “Survivors.” NO Country, Person, or Institution is going to
annihilate the Jews though many have tried, and many will continue to try. God is in Control! God has
NOT forsaken His People, Israel. Here’s what the Apostle Paul has to say.
•

“Again, I ask: Did they [ISRAEL] stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all! Rather, because
of their transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel envious. But if their
transgression means riches for the world, and their loss means riches for the Gentiles, how much
greater riches will their fullness bring! I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle
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to the Gentiles, I make much of my ministry in the hope that I may somehow arouse my own people
to envy and save some of them. For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will
their acceptance be but life from the dead?” Romans 11:11–16
As we wrap up our study of Israel’s calamities, which all occurred on the 9th of Av, it’s interesting to note
that on “Tisha B Av,” Israel’s National Day of Prayer, they remember these calamities. The book of
Lamentations (which the prophet Jeremiah wrote) is read out loud in Jewish Synagogues. Jeremiah was a
witness to the destruction of the Temple and Jerusalem. As you read the following Scriptures from
Lamentations, you can FEEL Jeremiah’s PAIN (his “Lament”).
•

“How deserted lies the city, once so full of people! How like a widow is she, who once was great
among the nations! She, who was queen among the provinces, has now become a slave. Bitterly
she weeps at night, tears are upon her cheeks…After affliction and harsh labor, Judah has gone into
exile…All who pursue her have overtaken her in the midst of her distress. The roads to Zion mourn,
for no one, comes to her appointed feasts…The LORD has brought her grief because of her many
sins… “Look, O LORD, on my affliction, for the enemy has triumphed.” The enemy laid hands on
all her treasures; she saw pagan nations enter her sanctuary— those you had forbidden to enter your
assembly. All her people groan as they search for bread; they barter their treasures for food to keep
themselves alive. “Look, O LORD, and consider, for I am despised…In his winepress, the Lord has
trampled the Virgin Daughter of Judah. “This is why I weep, and my eyes overflow with tears. No
one is near to comfort me, no one to restore my spirit. My children are destitute because the enemy
has prevailed…See, O LORD, how distressed I am! I am in torment within, and in my heart, I am
disturbed, for I have been most rebellious… All my enemies have heard of my distress; they rejoice
at what you have done…My groans are many, and my heart is faint.” Lamentations 1

•

“How the Lord has covered the Daughter of Zion with the cloud of his anger! He has hurled down
the splendor of Israel from heaven to earth; he has not remembered his footstool in the day of his
anger…In fierce anger, he has cut off every horn of Israel. He has withdrawn his right hand at the
approach of the enemy…He has multiplied mourning and lamentation for the Daughter of
Judah…The LORD has made Zion forget her appointed feasts and her Sabbaths; in his fierce anger,
he has spurned both king and priest. The Lord has rejected his altar and abandoned his
sanctuary…My eyes fail from weeping, I am in torment within, my heart is poured out on the
ground because my people are destroyed… “Is this the city that was called the perfection of beauty,
the joy of the whole earth?” All your enemies open their mouths wide against you; they scoff and
gnash their teeth and say, “We have swallowed her up. This is the day we have waited for; we have
lived to see it.” Lamentations 2

•

“I remember my affliction and my wandering, the bitterness, and the gall. I well remember them,
and my soul is downcast within me. Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: Because of
the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every
morning; great is your faithfulness. I say to myself, “The LORD is my portion; therefore, I will wait
for him.” The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him; it is good to
wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD…Though he brings grief, he will show compassion, so
great is his unfailing love…Why should any living man complain when punished for his sins? Let
us examine our ways and test them and let us return to the LORD. Let us lift up our hearts and our
hands to God in heaven and say: “We have sinned and rebelled, and you have not forgiven…I called
on your name, O LORD, from the depths of the pit. You heard my plea: Lamentations 3
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•

“Those who once ate delicacies are destitute…Those nurtured in purple now lie on ash heaps. The
punishment of my people is greater than that of Sodom, which was overthrown in a moment without
a hand turned to help her…The kings of the earth did not believe, nor did any of the world’s people,
that enemies and foes could enter the gates of Jerusalem. But it happened because of the sins of her
prophets and the iniquities of her priests, who shed within her the blood of the righteous…Our end
was near, our days were numbered, for our end had come…Rejoice and be glad, O Daughter of
Edom, you who live in the land of Uz. But to you also the cup will be passed; you will be drunk
and stripped naked. O Daughter of Zion, your punishment will end; he will not prolong your exile.
But, O Daughter of Edom, he will punish your sin and expose your wickedness.” Lamentations 4

•

“Remember, O LORD, what has happened to us…Our inheritance has been turned over to aliens,
our homes to foreigners. Women have been ravished in Zion, and virgins in the towns of Judah…
the young men have stopped their music. Joy is gone from our hearts; our dancing has turned to
mourning…Woe to us, for we have sinned! Because of this, our hearts are faint, because of these
things, our eyes grow dim for Mount Zion, which lies desolate... Restore us to yourself, O LORD,
that we may return.” Lamentations 5

Blood Moon
Every so often, a blood moon appears in the nighttime sky. A
blood moon is the result of a lunar eclipse and occurs when the
moon is in between the earth and the sun. Pictured is a blood moon
overlooking the Temple Mount that was ONLY visible
throughout the Middle East on 7-27-2018. Interestingly, it was
also the longest blood moon of this Century, lasting a little over 6
hours. The blood moon is another of God’s final opportunities to
give everyone in the Middle East (and around the World) one
LAST chance to turn their hearts to HIM.
Jesus referenced a “blood moon” often.
➢ “Immediately after the distress of those days, “‘the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not
give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’ “At that time,
the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They
will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. And he will
send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from
one end of the heavens to the other.” Matthew 24:29–31
➢ “There will be signs in the sun, moon, and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and
perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea… When these things begin to take place, stand up
and lift up your heads because your redemption is drawing near.” Luke 21:25–28
•

“In the last days, God says…I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth below,
blood and fire and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood
before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. And everyone who calls on the name
of the Lord will be saved.’” Acts 2:14–21
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Now, let’s examine a “supernatural” occurrence called “A Tetrad of Blood Moons.”
A “Tetrad” refers to the number “4.” So, a Tetrad of Blood Moons is 4 Blood Moons that appear
ON the Feast of “Passover” and ON the Feast of “Tabernacles” over TWO years.
The last Tetrad occurred in 2014 and 2015. Let’s look.
1. The First Blood Mood occurred on April 15, 2014, on the First Day of Passover.
2. The Second Blood Mood occurred on October 8, 2014, on the First day of Tabernacles.
3. The Third Blood Mood occurred on April 4, 2015, on the First Day of Passover.
4. The Fourth Blood Mood occurred on September 28, 2105, on the First day of Tabernacles.

I can recall taking out my telescope and observing these Four Blood Moons. In fact, other “Tetrads” have
occurred over the last 2,000 years. But besides the “Tetrad” which occurred in 2014 and 2015, only two
other “Tetrads” have been recorded in the previous decade.
1. In 1948 when Israel was reborn as a Nation.
2. In 1967 when Israel won the Six-Day War and recaptured Jerusalem.
Coincidence?
NO! It is mathematically impossible.
So, why is a Tetrad of Blood Moods mathematically impossible?
You’ll recall that the Jews follow a lunar calendar, which is measured by 354 days, verse our solar calendar,
which measured by 365 days. But because there’s an 11-day difference between a solar year and a lunar
year, an extra (13th) month is inserted into the lunar calendar every three years.
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Now, remember that God instructed the Jewish Nation to begin Passover 14 days after the first FULL moon
of spring. However, a FULL moon always occurs on “different day” each month. Therefore, Passover
always begins on a different day each year, and ALL the other Feasts are “synchronized with” the beginning
of Passover. But if one were to put the mathematical probability of a “Tetrad of Blood Moons” occurring
on the Feast of Passover and the Feast of Tabernacles over two years. It would be 1 to the 100th Power.
That’s “1” followed by 100 Zeros. There’s NO other possible explanation for this “Timed” phenomenon
other than by the hand of God.
Yet, many still say there is no God, the stories in the Bible are “manmade” and that there was “collusion”
amongst the writers of the Four Gospels. God knew they would-be hard-hearted unbelievers so when God
created “Time,” “Space,” and “Matter” and flung the sun, moon, and stars into existence. He already
KNEW the day, time, and year when “The Tetrad of Blood Moons” would be seen. God reveals Himself
through His Son, His earthly creation, and His Heavenly bodies. Men are without excuse.
•

“Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God— the
gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures regarding his Son, who
as to his human nature was a descendant of David, and who through the Spirit of holiness was
declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord...
I am not ashamed of the gospel because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who
believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. For in the gospel, a righteousness from God is
revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will
live by faith.” The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and
wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness since what may be known about
God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world
God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being
understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.” Romans 1: 1-20

➢ Jesus said, “There will be signs in the sun, moon, and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish
and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea… When these things begin to take place, stand
up and lift up your heads because your redemption is drawing near.” Luke 21:25–28
The Tetrad of Blood Moons points us to Jesus and the necessity of His blood.
ONLY the BLOOD of Jesus can wash away the stain of sin.
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And there is ONLY ONE way to be “saved” and ONLY ONE way into Heaven.
And that’s by “Believing” the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

The Sounding of God’s Trumpets Continues
“The Day of the Lord” is Here, and it is Coming-Sound Trumpets
There is also “Special Day” called “The Day of the Lord.” It is here, and it is coming, therefore, Sound the
Trumpets.
•

For the day of the LORD is near…Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy hill…for
the day of the LORD is coming. It is close at hand.” Joel 1:2–3:21

The term “The Day of the Lord” is mentioned throughout Scripture and refers to different “Periods
of Time.”
“The Day of the Lord” can refer to:
❖ “One Day” consisting of 24 hours.
❖ “The Time of Tribulation” lasting for 7 years.
❖ “The Final Day” of the Tribulation and the “Day” Jesus returns.
❖ “The First Day” of the 1,000-year millennial reign of Jesus Christ.
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To begin, the term “Day” refers to a period of 24 hours. As an example, on the “Day” of Passover, Jesus
was crucified at about 9:00 A.M. in the morning. He died at about 3:00 P.M. in the afternoon and was
buried by about 6:00 P.M. So, a lot happened in “One Day.” Then three “Days” later, Jesus rose, and He
spent the next 40 “days” with His disciples. He ascended to be with His Father in Heaven and sent down
the Holy Spirit on the “Day” of Pentecost.
However, “The Day of the Lord” can also refer to the “Time of Tribulation.” As you read the underlined
verses, notice the “description” of what will happen during the Tribulation.
•

“Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my
holy hill. Let all who live in the land tremble, for the day
of the LORD is coming...The day of the LORD is great…
“Even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all
your heart, with fasting and weeping and mourning.”
Rend your heart and not your garments...Blow the
trumpet in Zion, declare a holy fast, call a sacred
assembly… “I am sending you grain, new wine, and oil,
enough to satisfy you fully; never again will I make you
an object of scorn to the nations. “I will drive the
northern army far from you, pushing it into a parched and barren land, with its front columns going
into the eastern sea and those in the rear into the western sea… “I will repay you for the years the
locusts have eaten… And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people…I will pour out my
Spirit in those days. I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and billows
of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great
and dreadful day of the LORD. And everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved; for
on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be deliverance, as the LORD has said, among the
survivors whom the LORD calls.” Joel 2:1–32

•

“For the day of the LORD…That day will be darkness, not light…pitch-dark, without a ray of
brightness.” Amos 5:18–20

•

“The great day of the LORD is near…That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish,
a day of trouble and ruin, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and blackness, a day of
trumpet and battle cry…Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of
the LORD’s wrath.” Zephaniah 1:14–18

• “Gather together…before the appointed time arrives, and that day sweeps on like chaff…before the
day of the LORD’s wrath comes upon you. Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, you who do
what he commands. Seek righteousness, seek humility; perhaps you will be sheltered on the day of
the LORD’s anger.” Zephaniah 2
•

“Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, for you know very well that
the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, “Peace and safety,”
destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not
escape.” 1 Thessalonians 5:1–3

We will review the book of “Daniel” shortly, but keep in mind that there is another of God’s “set-times,”
which refer to the “End of Time,” also called the Tribulation and will last for ‘seven years.” These “seven
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years” are divided into “Two Parts,” each lasting for 1,260 “Days” (or 3½ years). It is during the second
part of the Tribulation, the Antichrist is revealed, and he stops the “daily” sacrifices in the Third Temple.
He will also proclaim himself to be a god.
Following is the term “Day of the Lord” in that context.
•

“Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you,
brothers, not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter supposed to
have come from us, saying that the day of the Lord has already come. Don’t let anyone deceive you
in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is
revealed, the man doomed to destruction. He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything
that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself
to be God.” 2 Thessalonians 2:1–4

But the question you’re probably asking yourself is, “How can a ‘Day’ of 24 hours also be referring to a
period of seven years?” The answer is that with God-a day is LIKE 1,000 years and 1,000 years is LIKE a
day. Again, the following Scriptures are referring to the Tribulation.
•

“Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written both of them as reminders to
stimulate you to wholesome thinking. I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy
prophets and the command given by our Lord and Savior through your apostles. First of all, you
must understand that in the last day's scoffers will come, scoffing, and following their own evil
desires. They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our fathers died, everything
goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” But they deliberately forget that long ago by
God’s word the heavens existed and the earth was formed out of water and by water. By these
waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. By the same word, the present
heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of
ungodly men. But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord, a day is like a thousand
years, and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some
understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come
to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a
roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.
Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to
live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will
bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. But in
keeping with his promise, we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of
righteousness.” 2 Peter 3:1–18

As we close out, section two, and “God’s Trumpets” (Present), let’s examine “God’s Trumpets” (Future)
in section three.
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The People of the Bible…
The Places of the Bible…
The Events of the Bible…

…In the Land of the Bible
Come-Explore-Be Transformed
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Planning a Trip to Israel is as Easy as 1-2-3
1. Make the decision to GO!
2. Find a Church, Para-Church Ministry, or Tour Operator who is going to Israel. Or, get “someone” in
your Church or organization to lead the tour.
3. Then encourage your friends and “others” to go with you, too.

“Sound the Trumpets in Zion!”

“Next Year in Jerusalem – is Now!”
“And now, compelled by the Spirit,
I am going to Jerusalem!”
Acts 20:22

“ZION” can refer to God’s People (The Jews), The Land of the Bible (Israel)
and the City of God (Jerusalem).
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Section Three
The Future
“Seven Trumpets” Will Be Sounded –
Jesus RETURNS-His Second Coming
The Book of Daniel and Revelation
To understand “future events” to come, we must look to the book of Daniel and the book of Revelation.
Interestingly, “Daniel” and “Revelation” are interconnected with many “parallels” between both books.
Keep in mind that ALL the “events” that John recorded in “Revelation” (appear in chronological order)
and must take place before the return of Jesus Christ. “Behold, I am coming soon…I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End… “Yes, I am coming soon.”
The BLESSING of Revelation
The book of Revelation is the ONLY book in the Bible where God promises that He will BLESS those
who read, hear, and take to heart what is written in it. “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him
to show his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John,
who testifies to everything he saw—that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. Blessed is
the one who reads the words of this prophecy and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is
written in it because the time is near.” Revelation 1:1–3
The Most Fascinating “Prophecy’ in Scripture
Interestingly “Daniel” is the most important book in the Bible, concerning God’s LOVE for His LandIsrael, His LOVE for His People-the Jews, and His LOVE for His home- Jerusalem. Daniel is also about
God’s love, grace, and mercy for the Gentiles.
The story of Daniel began in 589 BC when King Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem and the First
Temple. Then he took Daniel and God’s People back to Babylon (exile of “70” Years), which fulfilled a
prophecy made by Jeremiah. “Daniel” was penned during this time and contains some of the most
fascinating prophesies found in Scripture. Here is a Scripture that MUST be understood as it concerns
“future events” to come.
“Seventy ‘Sevens’ are decreed for your people and your Holy City…From the issuing of the decree to
restore and rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven ‘sevens,’ and
sixty-two ‘sevens. After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the Anointed One will be cut off… The people of the ruler
who will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. He will confirm a covenant with many for one
‘seven.’ In the middle of the ‘seven,’ he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing of the
temple, he will set up an abomination that causes desolation until the end that is decreed is poured out
on him.” Daniel 9
Daniel’s vision indicates certain events will take place within “Seventy Sevens” (490 years), and his
prophecy is divided into three parts. So, “from the issuing of the decree,” (the “time” when Daniel make
the prophecy), history verifies that:
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Part One-It took exactly “Seven Sevens” (49 years) “To restore and rebuild Jerusalem” and the First
Temple, King Nebuchadnezzar had destroyed.
Part Two- It took exactly “Sixty-Two Sevens” (434 years) “Until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes,”
which is the arrival - “Triumphal Entry” of Messiah Jesus Christ. Daniel also indicates that “The Anointed
One will be cut off,” referring to Messiah’s crucifixion.
Part Three - Sixty-Nine Sevens (483 years) of Seventy Sevens (490 years) have passed and been fulfilled,
but there are still “seven years” yet unfulfilled. To understand, we must consider that God has a stopwatch
that “ticks away” based upon ONLY One Nation- “Israel.” And concerning these last “Seven Years,” God
has set His stopwatch to Pause until other “events” take place.
During the Tribulation, Many Events Will Take Place on the Earth
After the Church hears the sound of the “Last Trumpet,” all believers will be “Gathered” to be with Jesus.
The book of “Revelation” chronologically outlines a “time” called the “Tribulation,” which will last for
“Seven Years” and fulfills the “Seven Years” remaining in Danial’s vision. Those who are “Left Behind”
(unbelievers) will be evangelized by 144,000 Hebrew Christians. Many will “believe” the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, known as the “Great Multitude.”
Daniel indicates, “The people of the ruler will come and will destroy the city and the sanctuary. Again,
history validates this prophecy's fulfillment. In 70 AD, the “Romans” (People of the ruler) destroyed
Jerusalem (The City) and the Second Temple (The Sanctuary). Therefore, for the last 2,000 years, the Jews
have been without a Temple, and they cannot build another Temple because the “Temple Mount” is NOT
under Israeli control, and the “Dome of the Rock” sits on the “Temple Mount.” This is a BIG obstacle.
What to do? Daniel indicates, “He will confirm a covenant with many for one “seven.” “He” is referring
to “someone” (an influential and powerful leader) who will initiate (confirm) a “Peace Treaty” (Covenant)
with Israel and Her (many) enemies. This “Peace Treaty” will be for “Seven Years” or (One seven) and
allows the Third Temple to be built on the Temple Mount. This is an amazing and “prophetically” pivotal
accomplishment. And the “moment” this “Peace Treaty” is signed, God will restart His stopwatch, and the
final “Seven Years” will begin to tick away.
Daniel also indicates that “In the middle of the seven” (3 ½ years) after the “Peace Treaty” is signed, the
“someone” who initiated the “Peace Treaty” with Israel and Her enemies will reveal himself and “He will
put an end to sacrifice and offering.” This person (he) is most likely the “Antichrist, who will abolish the
daily sacrifices in the Temple. And will stand in the “Holy Place” of the Temple and declare himself to be
god (or some other blasphemy). “And on a wing of the temple, he will set up an abomination that causes
desolation.” This is the Final “abomination that causes desolation” Jesus spoke of in Matthew 24. There
was also an “abomination that causes desolation” (“Past)” that occurred when King Nebuchadnezzar
destroyed Jerusalem, took the “Holy Articles” out of the First Temple (before destroying it), and took
Daniel and the Jews to Babylon. Later, King Belshazzar used these same “Holy Articles” for drunkenness
and revelry. The “abomination that causes desolation” (“Present”) occurred when Antiochus Epiphanes
outlawed all forms of Jewish worship, including circumcision and daily sacrifices. He set up a “pagan”
altar, and pigs, (unclean animals and “detestable” to the Jews) were offered at this altar, God’s Word was
burned and thrown to the ground. Later, after the Second Temple was destroyed, the “Dome of the Rock”
was constructed on the “Temple Mount.”
The Antichrist’s arrival (in the “middle of the seven”) ushers “Two Witnesses” who will appear and
prophesy for the second half of the “Seven” (3 ½ years). But at the “end,” they will be killed by the
Antichrist. Unbelievers will worship “The Beast” (Antichrist), and they will be forced to take “his mark”
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(666) to buy or to sell. There will be a “Great War” (war of “Gog and Magog”). In the “Valley of Megiddo,”
many Nations will gather for the final “Great War” (“Battle of Armageddon”) against Israel. Sound the
Trumpets in Zion, God will give Israel the victory, and though most of Israel will perish, those who
survive (“Surviving Israel”) will finally “believe” in Messiah, which has been God’s desire since the
“beginning.” And what a “day of atonement” it will be when “Surviving Israel” finally believes fulfilling
the sixth Feast, “Day of Atonement.”
Heavenly Mount
During the Tribulation, many events will take place in the Heavenlies. Therefore, after Jesus ushers John
“up” into God’s Throne Room, John sees many “future events” taking place, which God will synchronize
the “events” taking place on earth. John sees “Angelic Beings” praising God, day, and night. He sees
“Elders” laying down their “crowns” before God and praising Him, too. John sees a “Scroll” sealed with
“Seven Seals.” in God’s right hand (“The Title Deed to the Earth), which NO ONE is found worthy to open
except the “rightful heir,” Jesus, the Lamb of God. Jesus stands and takes this “Scroll” from His Father’s
right hand. Angelic Beings and Elders fall down before Jesus, and sing a “new song,” with “millions” of
Angels joining in, too.
Seven Angels Each Receive a “Temple Trumpet”
God gives Seven Angels a Temple Trumpet to sound. And as the first four “Trumpets” are sounded,
Tribulation is unleashed on the earth. The final three Trumpets (five, six, and seven) are called “Woe
Trumpets.” Then just before Jesus’ return, God will give send three of His Angels to the earth to provide
one last opportunity to believe. The first Angel will preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The second Angel
will proclaim the destruction of all who oppose God and His ways. And the third Angel will pronounce the
reality of an eternal hell.
God “Calls” His Elect
Then “He (God) will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four
winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.” God’s “elect” are Jewish believers (“Surviving Israel”)
and Gentile believers who will be “gathered” in preparation for Jesus’ return. But how do we know that
God’s Angels sound Temple Trumpets and not Shofar Trumpets? We know, because the “earthly” Temple
is a copy or shadow of the “Heavenly” Temple, and on top of the Temple was a “Place for Trumpeting.”
Only “Levites could serve God in their priestly role, and only they were allowed to sound “Temple
Trumpets.” Likewise, in the “Heavenly” Temple, Angels serve God in a “Priestly” capacity. Similarly,
there is a “Place for Trumpeting” in the “Heavenly” Temple. But as Angels are higher in authority than the
earthly “Priests,” we can conclude that God’s Angels sound, Temple Trumpets.
Jesus Christ Returns
The Bible is explicit-NO ONE knows the day or the hour of Jesus’ return. However, Scripture reveals that
Jesus will return after the Seventh Angel sounds the Seventh Trumpet.
“The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, which said: “The
kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign forever
and ever.”
Sound Trumpets, Jesus has Just Returned
Sound the Trumpets in Zion-Jesus Christ has just returned, and He will return at the Mount of Olives. Then
there will be a “Great Earthquake” that splits the Mount of Olives in two and a “Great Flood,” which floods
Jerusalem to the East and to the West.
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The New Jerusalem
But Jesus’ return will not be as a spotless Passover Lamb, like His first coming. Instead, His second coming
will be as a “Lion” (Jesus is from the Tribe of Judah). God will create a “New Heaven,” a “New Earth,”
and a “New Jerusalem.” All “believers” will join Jesus in the “New Jerusalem,” in “New Glorified” bodies.
ALL are “free” from the brokenness, sin, and decay of the “old earth.” ALL will live in “rooms,” also
called Tabernacles, which Jesus has prepared for us- fulfilling the seventh Feast, “Tabernacles.” It’s a
glorious time. God will then “reset” His stopwatch for 1,000 years as all believers rule and reign with Jesus
during this “Millennial Reign.”
The Bema Seat, Crowns, and the “Marriage Supper of The Lamb
Later, at some point, all believers will be judged at the “BEMA Seat” (“Judgement Seat of Christ”).
Believers are NOT judged for their sins as Jesus removed “all sin” and the penalty of sin on the Cross. But
believers are judged to see if the “works” they performed on the earth were in the power of the flesh. If so,
no rewards are offered. However, if believers “works” were performed in the power of the “Spirit,”
“Crowns” are given as “rewards.” Believers also experience the “Marriage Supper of The Lamb.” The
Antichrist will meet “The end” Daniel prophesied about, and then all unbelievers will be judged at the
“Great White Throne Judgement,” and Satan is cast into the “Lake of Fire.”
The Return of Jesus Christ is Near and as We Wait - Sound Trumpets
Therefore, as we wait for our glorious hope of Jesus’ return, let us continue to sound the Shofar to celebrate
the “good things” God bestows upon us, to praise Him in worship, and to prepare us for and during spiritual
battles. “Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music; make music to the
LORD with the harp, with the harp and the sound of singing, with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn.”
God Sounds Trumpets to Begin His Word and to End His Word
In conclusion, God introduced the “Shofar Trumpet” in the first book of the Bible (Genesis), and He
closes out the canon of Scripture (Revelation) with the sounding of “Temple Trumpets.” “Sound the
Trumpets in Zion,” the story of God’s People and their redemption is now complete.
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More Feasts
Feast of Tabernacles

➢ Jesus said: “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will
come to him and make our home with him.” John 14:23
The word “home” refers to a “Booth,” “Room,” or “Tabernacle.” The Feast of Tabernacles is celebrated
by constructing a Sukkot or room adjacent to a Jewish person’s home. Jews live in these “Booths” for
seven days. “Tabernacles” is also the Seventh of God’s
Seven Feasts.
•

“The LORD said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites: ‘On
the fifteenth day of the seventh month the LORD’s
Feast of Tabernacles begins, and it lasts for seven
days.” Leviticus 23:33–36

The Feast of “Tabernacles” “is called “Sukkot” or the “Feast
of Booths.” It’s a celebration of remembering all that God,
The Father, did for the Israelites and that He lived in a “room” or Tabernacle. Remember that the only time
you will see a “Sukkot” is during “Tabernacles.” So, if you happen to be in Israel during this Feast, you
will even see “Sukkots” constructed on apartment balconies. Also, ask a Jewish friend if you can participate
in the festivities of “Sukkot” so you can see their “Booth.” And if you don’t have any Jewish friends, ASK
GOD, He wants you to have Jewish friends. That said, ask your Jewish friends to include you in all of their
Jewish Feasts and celebrations. Then you can reciprocate and include them in yours
Jesus observed the Feast of Tabernacles.
➢ But when the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles was near, Jesus’ brothers said to him, “You ought to
leave here and go to Judea so that your disciples may see the miracles you do… “You go to the
Feast. I am not yet going up to this Feast, because for me the right time has not yet come…Now at
Page 398 ©2016 by Michael (Ben) Attar
You can read, download, or print this manuscript at www.GoodMoodFoundation.org

“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM
Subtitled “Sound the Trumpets in Zion”

the Feast, the Jews were watching for him and asking, “Where is that man?... Not until halfway
through the Feast did Jesus go up to the temple courts and begin to teach. The Jews were amazed
and asked, “How did this man get such learning without having studied?” John 7:1–44
Traditionally “Tabernacles” or “Booths” were
constructed using Palm Branches. But today, Jews
use a host of other materials.
Interestingly, Palm Branches were waved in the air by a
multitude of people and spread on the ground to welcome
Messiah’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem-the first time He
came down to earth.
•

“The next day, the great crowd that had come for
the Feast [Passover] heard that Jesus was on his
way to Jerusalem. They took palm branches and
went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
“Blessed is the King of Israel!” John 12:12–13

In addition to Palm Branches, “cloaks” were also thrown down on the ground at the first “Triumphal Entry”
of Jesus. “Cloaks” are a picture of our unrighteousness. Our righteousness is as “filthy” (menstrual) rags
(Isaiah 64:6). However, because of the “Finished” work of Jesus on the cross, those who have “believed”
The Gospel of Jesus Christ have exchanged their “filthy” robes for white robes—a “Righteousness” that
comes by faith.
After the sound of the “Last Trumpet,” believers will be “Gathered” and those “Left Behind” will endure
a “Time of Tribulation.” They will be evangelized by 144,000 Hebrew Christians, and MANY will believe
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. They are known as the “Great Multitude” who have also exchanged their
“filthy” robes for white robes. On the Island of Patmos, John is ushered into the Throne Room of God. He
records (Revelation) “seeing” the “Great Multitude” who are now in Heaven and that they’re also holding
PALM branches.
•

“After this, I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every
nation, tribe, people, and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were
wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud
voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb…Then one of the
elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are they, and where did they come from?... “These
are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb…Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst. The
sun will not beat upon them, nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb at the center of the throne will
be their shepherd; he will lead them to springs of living water. And God will wipe away every tear
from their eyes.” Revelation 7:9–17

❖ The “Multitude” waved Palm branches and spread them on the ground, the first-time Messiah
Jesus came to earth and entered Jerusalem.
❖ The “Great Multitude” will do the same when Jesus comes down to earth, the second time as He
re-enters Jerusalem again. WOW!!!
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Review of God’s “Seven Feasts”

Each Feast fits together in God's Redemptive Plan for His People.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Jesus was crucified on Passover.
Jesus was buried on Unleavened Bread.
Jesus rose from the grave on the “Third Day,” which is First Fruits.
Jesus sends down the “Holy Spirit” on the Feast of Pentecost.

The first four Feasts” paint a “Picture” of what Jesus has already done.
We are now in a “Period,” called the “Church Age,” as He continues to extend His grace, mercy, and
Salvation to the Gentiles. Yes, God has put His People-The Jews “aside” for a “time.” But has NOT
replaced Israel with the Church.
The last three Feasts” paint a “Picture” of what Jesus will do in the future.
5. When the last Gentile has believed the Gospel of Jesus Christ, God will initiate the sounding of the
“Last Trumpet” and believers will be instantaneously gathered (Raptured) to be with Jesus.
6. Unbelievers will be “Left Behind” to endure a time of “Tribulation,” that will last for “Seven
Years.” Many events will take place on the earth and in the Heavenlies during this “time.” At the
“End,” “Surviving Israel” (Jews who have survived “Armageddon”) will believe the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. They will be “saved,” and what a “Day of Atonement” that will be which is represented
by the Feast of “Day of Atonement.”
7. God will then establish a “New Heaven,” a “New Earth,” and a “New Jerusalem.” ALL believers
will return to join Jesus Christ (His Second Coming) in the “New Jerusalem,” and will “Tabernacle”
with Him for 1,000 years (the Millennial Reign). All will live in “rooms” (called Tabernacles)
represented by the “Feast of Tabernacles.”
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There is Blood in Each of God’s Seven Feasts
Again, God uses “Pictures” to convey His redemptive plan for His People. Following, we see blood in each
of God’s Seven Feasts.
Passover - To “harden” the Egyptian Pharaoh’s heart so he would let the Jewish Nation leave Egypt, God
initiated Ten Plagues. The 1st plague turned the Nile River into blood. Just before the 10th plague (Death
Angel), the blood of MANY spotless lambs was sprinkled on the doorposts of Jewish homes to protect the
Israelites from the Death Angel. Then the blood of every “firstborn” Egyptian person and animal was
spilled when the Death Angel killed them. Later, the blood of the Entire Nation of Israel who left Egypt
(except for Joshua and Caleb) was spilled in the desert because of their “unbelief.” But the most important
blood to ever be spilled was the blood of Jesus Christ, who was crucified on a “Tree” on Passover. He is
the TRUE Spotless Passover Lamb. His blood “saves” those who believe His Gospel. His blood also
initiated the “New Covenant.” Jesus’ blood ratified, signed, and sealed the “New Covenant,” which is for
BOTH Jews and Gentiles who believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Unleavened Bread - After Moses and the Israelites left Egypt, God miraculously “Parted” the Red Sea so
they could cross through it. But the Egyptians who were pursuing the Israelites tried to cross through the
Red Sea, too. However, God “folded” the waters of the Red Sea over them. And the blood of the Egyptians
and their horses was spilled as they drowned in the Red Sea.
First Fruits -After Jesus Christ was crucified, He was buried in a tomb. But 3 days later, He rose from
the grave. AMEN! “New Blood” was flowing through His veins.
Pentecost - Life and death are in the blood. And EVERY person who is born has the “Sin Nature” in them.
So, in a spiritual sense, they have “sinful blood.” But when an unbeliever “Believes” the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, in another sense, there is a “Spiritual Blood Transfusion” that takes place-old sinful blood for NEW
righteous blood. God also places His Holy Spirit into the “Spirit” of a NEW “believer” and indwells there.
Also, in another spiritual sense, Gentiles who “Believe” now become “Spiritual Jews.” They have “Jewish
Blood” running through their veins.
Trumpets - A Ram was killed, and its blood spilled to harvest its horns, which were used to make God’s
Trumpet-called a Shofar. The Shofar was sounded throughout Israel’s history to announce many things.
One was to call the “People of God” to battle, where more blood was spilled.
Day of Atonement - On the Day of Atonement, the High Priest sacrificed a bull (for his sins). And the
bull’s blood was spilled in preparation to make “atonement” of ALL the sins Israel committed the previous
year. Afterward, the High Priest took “Two Goats.” The first goat was called “To the Lord,” which was
sacrificed, and its blood sprinkled on the “Mercy Seat” in the Holy of Holies. The second goat, which was
called “Azazel” is the “Scape Goat.” The High Priest placed ALL the sins of Israel upon this goat’s head,
and then it was thrown off a cliff where wild beasts and buzzards feasted on its flesh. Thankfully, because
of the “Finished Work” of Jesus Christ, NO MORE Blood is required for the atonement of sins. However,
at the Sound of the Last Trumpet, believers will be ‘Gathered” to Jesus. And unbelievers who are “Left
Behind” will endure a “Time of Tribulation,” and MORE blood will be spilled.
Tabernacles - The blood of “Millions” of bulls, sheep, goats, birds, and other animals was spilled at the
“Brazen Altar” of the “Tabernacle” and then at the First and Second Temples. There, the Israelites who
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brought them sacrificed these animals for the atonement of “their” sins. But blood is no longer required to
have a right relationship with God. “Righteousness” is now obtained by faith in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Nothing but the Blood of Jesus
What can wash away my sin?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus;
What can make me whole again?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
Oh! precious is the flow
That makes me white as snow;
No other fount I know,
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
For my pardon, this I see,
Nothing but the blood of Jesus;
For my cleansing this my plea,
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
Oh! precious is the flow
That makes me white as snow;
No other fount I know,
Nothing but the blood of Jesus

The Additional Feasts of Purim and Hanukkah

There are two more Feasts which the Jews “added.” It’s essential to understand them as God orchestrated
them to fit “Perfectly” within the timeline of His “Seven Feasts.” The story of Esther (book of Esther) is
a pivotal point in Israel’s history and is the basis for the institution and celebration of Purim.
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The following is a summary of the story of Esther and Purim.
Chapter One
To begin, King Xerxes gives a royal banquet that lasted for
180 days to his official and nobles. After that, he gave another
banquet that lasted for 7 days for all the people of “Susa.” At
the same time, Queen Vashti also provided a banquet for the
women of the “Royal Palace.” On the seventh day, King
Xerxes, “full of wine,” calls for Queen Vashti to come to him,
but she refuses. The King is furious, and he consults with his
advisers. Ultimately, the King's advisers tell the King that
Queen Vashti’s behavior will lead all the women to disrespect their husbands; therefore, the Queen must
be replaced with someone who is better.
Chapter Two
The search for a new queen begins, and here is where we meet Esther. She had been adopted by Mordecai
(he was from the tribe of Benjamin, whose family had been exiled from Jerusalem by King
Nebuchadnezzar). However, Mordecai instructs Esther not to reveal her Jewish nationality or family
background.
•

Now there was in the citadel of Susa a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin, named Mordecai, son of Jair,
the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, who had been carried into exile from Jerusalem by
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, among those taken captive with Jehoiachin king of Judah.
Mordecai had a cousin named Hadassah, whom he had brought up because she had neither father
nor mother. This girl, who was also known as Esther, was lovely in form and features, and Mordecai
had taken her as his own daughter when her father and mother died. When the king’s order and
edict had been proclaimed, many girls were brought to the citadel of Susa and put under the care of
Hegai. Esther also was taken to the king’s palace and entrusted to Hegai, who had charge of the
harem. The girl pleased him and won his favor. Immediately he provided her with her beauty
treatments and special food. He assigned to her seven maids selected from the king’s palace and
moved her and her maids into the best place in the harem. Esther had not revealed her nationality
and family background because Mordecai had forbidden her to do so.”

Esther is gorgeous, she wins King Xerxes’s favor, and Esther becomes the new Queen.
•

And Esther won the favor of everyone who saw her. She was taken to King Xerxes in the royal
residence in the tenth month, the month of Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign. Now the king
was attracted to Esther more than to any of the other women, and she won his favor and approval
more than any of the other virgins. So, he set a royal crown on her head and made her queen instead
of Vashti. And the king gave a great banquet, Esther’s banquet, for all his nobles and officials. He
proclaimed a holiday throughout the provinces and distributed gifts with royal liberality.”

One day, Mordecai is sitting at the King’s Gate, and he overhears a plot to assassinate the King. So, he tells
Queen Esther, who, in turn, informs the King, and the two assassins are hung. Esther gives Mordecai credit
for “saving” the King.
•

“When the virgins were assembled a second time, Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate. But
Esther had kept secret her family background and nationality just as Mordecai had told her to do,
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for she continued to follow Mordecai’s instructions as she had done when he was bringing her up.
During the time Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate, Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s
officers who guarded the doorway, became angry and conspired to assassinate King Xerxes. But
Mordecai found out about the plot and told Queen Esther, who in turn reported it to the king, giving
credit to Mordecai. And when the report was investigated and found to be true, the two officials
were hanged on a gallows. All this was recorded in the book of the annals in the presence of the
king.” Esther 2:1–23
Throughout Old Testament history, it was common for “Kings” (Jewish and Gentile)
to wear a “Signet Ring.” Then whenever a King needed to send an important document
(usually rolled up as a “scroll” and to make sure only the “recipient” opened the
document), the King placed drops of hot wax on the rolled scroll. Then the King would
inscribe his Signet Ring into the hot wax, making it an “Official Seal.” If anyone other
than the intended recipient opened the scroll, it would be treasonous and most likely
punishable by death. Of course, Jewish Kings wore a Signet Ring, which identified
them as a Jew. And Gentile Kings wore a Signet Ring with a “Crest” of some sort.
Chapter Three
After these events, one of King Xerxes’ noblemen, Haman, is elevated to a seat of high honor. All the royal
officials kneel to pay tribute to Haman, but Mordecai refuses to comply. Jews do not bow their knee to
anyone but to the God of the Bible-the God of Israel. Now, Haman learns that Mordecai is a Jew, but
he does not want to just kill Mordecai. Haman wants to look for a way to kill ALL the Jews.
•

“After these events, King Xerxes honored Haman, son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, elevating
him and giving him a seat of honor higher than that of all the other nobles. All the royal officials at
the king’s gate knelt down and paid honor to Haman, for the king had commanded this concerning
him. But Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor. Then the royal officials at the king’s
gate asked Mordecai, “Why do you disobey the king’s command?” Day after day, they spoke to
him, but he refused to comply. Therefore, they told Haman about it to see whether Mordecai’s
behavior would be tolerated, for he had told them he was a Jew. When Haman saw that Mordecai
would not kneel down or pay him honor, he was enraged. Yet having learned who Mordecai’s
people were, he scorned the idea of killing only Mordecai. Instead, Haman looked for a way to
destroy all Mordecai’s people, the Jews, throughout the whole kingdom of Xerxes.”

Who was Haman, and why did he HATE the Jews? To discover an answer, we must remind ourselves
that some of Israel’s Kings were good, but most were evil.
God had sent the prophet Samuel to anoint Saul, King of Israel (Israel’s “First King),” and Saul was
instructed by God (through Samuel) to destroy ALL the Amalekites as punishment for attacking God’s
People. However, King Saul spared King Agag’s life, who was the King of the Amalekites. As a result of
King Saul’s disobedience, God took His hand off King Saul.
•

“Samuel said to Saul, “I am the one the LORD sent to anoint you king over his people Israel; so,
listen now to the message from the LORD. This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘I will punish the
Amalekites for what they did to Israel when they waylaid them as they came up from Egypt. Now
go, attack the Amalekites, and totally destroy everything that belongs to them. Do not spare them;
put to death men and women, children and infants, cattle and sheep, camels, and donkeys…. Then
Saul attacked the Amalekites… He took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, and all his people he
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totally destroyed with the sword. But Saul and the army spared Agag and the best of the sheep and
cattle, the fat calves, and lambs—everything that was good. These they were unwilling to destroy
completely…The LORD anointed you king over Israel. And he sent you on a mission, saying, ‘Go
and completely destroy those wicked people, the Amalekites; make war on them until you have
wiped them out.’ Why did you not obey the LORD? Why did you pounce on the plunder and do evil
in the eyes of the LORD… You have rejected the word of the LORD, and the LORD has rejected you
as king over Israel!” 1 Samuel 15:1–26
Later, Samuel does what King Saul should have done to begin with-he kills King Agag.
•

“Then Samuel said, “Bring me Agag king of the Amalekites.” Agag came to him confidently,
thinking, “Surely the bitterness of death is past.” But Samuel said, “As your sword has made women
childless, so will your mother be childless among women.” And Samuel put Agag to death before
the LORD at Gilgal…And the LORD was grieved that he had made Saul king over Israel.” 1 Samuel
15:30–35

As it turns out, Haman was the son of Hammedatha, the Agagite. Therefore, Haman was angry with the
Jews for killing his “People.” NOW, it was the perfect opportunity for Haman to seek revenge. So, in the
first month of “Nisan,” Haman casts a “lot” (lottery) as to the day and month to kill all the Jews (remember,
the Feasts of Passover, Unleavened Bread, and First Fruits also begin in “Nisan).” The lot falls on the 13th
day of the twelfth month of Adar.
•

“In the twelfth year of King Xerxes, in the first month, the month of Nisan, they cast the pur (that
is, the lot) in the presence of Haman to select a day and month. And the lot fell on the twelfth month,
the month of Adar.”

Haman then pleads his case to annihilate the Jews to King Xerxes.
•

“Then Haman said to King Xerxes, “There is a certain people dispersed and scattered among the
peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom whose customs are different from those of all other
people and who do not obey the king’s laws; it is not in the king’s best interest to tolerate them. If
it pleases the king, let a decree be issued to destroy them, and I will put ten thousand talents of
silver into the royal treasury for the men who carry out this business.”

Then King Xerxes takes off his Signet Ring and gives it to Haman.
•

“So, the king took his signet ring from his finger and gave it to Haman, son of Hammedatha, the
Agagite, the enemy of the Jews. “Keep the money,” the king said to Haman, “and do with the people
as you please.”

Edicts are written and sent to over 127 provinces, which King Xerxes ruled. All the decrees are “sealed”
with the King’s Signet Ring. It is as if King Xerxes had inscribed the “seals” himself. But no, it was Hamanthe Jew Hater.
•

“Then, on the thirteenth day of the first month, the royal secretaries were summoned. They wrote
out in the script of each province and in the language of each people all Haman’s orders to the
king’s satraps, the governors of the various provinces, and the nobles of the various peoples. These
were written in the name of King Xerxes himself and sealed with his own ring. Dispatches
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were sent by couriers to all the king’s provinces with the order to destroy, kill and annihilate all the
Jews—young and old, women and little children—on a single day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth
month, the month of Adar, and to plunder their goods. A copy of the text of the edict was to be
issued as law in every province and made known to the people of every nationality so they would
be ready for that day. Spurred on by the king’s command, the couriers went out, and the edict was
issued in the citadel of Susa. The king and Haman sat down to drink, but the city of Susa was
bewildered.” Esther 3:1–15
Chapter Four
We now come to a pivotal point for Esther. She has a choice to make. She must choose to risk her life to
get a hearing with the King and plead her case for the Jews.
•

“When Mordecai learned of all that had been done, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and ashes,
and went out into the city, wailing loudly and bitterly…there was great mourning among the Jews,
with fasting, weeping and wailing… When Esther’s maids and eunuchs came and told her about
Mordecai, she was in great distress…and ordered him [Hathach, a king’s eunuch) to find out what
was troubling Mordecai and why... Hathach went back and reported to Esther what Mordecai had
said. Then she instructed him to say to Mordecai, “All the king’s officials and the people of the
royal provinces know that for any man or woman who approaches the king in the inner court without
being summoned the king has but one law: that he be put to death. The only exception to this is for
the king to extend the gold scepter to him and spare his life. But thirty days have passed since I was
called to go to the king.” When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, he sent back this answer:
“Do not think that because you are in the king’s house, you alone of all the Jews will escape. For if
you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but
you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to royal position
for such a time as this?” Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: “Go, gather together all the Jews
who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my maids
will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law.
And if I perish, I perish.” So, Mordecai went away and carried out all of Esther’s instructions.”
Esther 4:1–17

Chapter Five
So, after Esther (and the other Jews) fasted for three days, Esther puts on her royal robes and stands in the
inner court of the palace. By God’s grace, Esther is victorious as the King extends his golden scepter, and
Esther can approach him. King Xerxes asks Esther what she wants, and she asks that he and Hamman come
to a banquet she is preparing, and so they all go. At the banquet, the King again asks Queen Esther what
she would like.
Interestingly, she asks the King that he and Haman come to another banquet she is preparing the next day.
Haman is led to believe that this banquet is in his honor, and that gets to his head. His head is full of vanity,
boastfulness, and hatred towards the Jews. He also builds “gallows” and hopes to see the Jew Mordecai,
hanging from it soon.
•

“On the third day, Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner court of the palace, in front
of the king’s hall. The king was sitting on his royal throne in the hall, facing the entrance. When he
saw Queen Esther standing in the court, he was pleased with her and held out to her the gold scepter
that was in his hand. So, Esther approached and touched the tip of the scepter. Then the king asked,
“What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be given
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you.” “If it pleases the king,” replied Esther, “let the king, together with Haman, come today to a
banquet I have prepared for him.” “Bring Haman at once,” the king said, “so that we may do what
Esther asks.” So, the king and Haman went to the banquet Esther had prepared. As they were
drinking wine, the king again asked Esther, “Now what is your petition? It will be given you. And
what is your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be granted.” Esther replied, “My petition
and my request is this: If the king regards me with favor and if it pleases the king to grant my
petition and fulfill my request, let the king and Haman come tomorrow to the banquet I will prepare
for them. Then I will answer the king’s question.” Haman went out that day happy and in high
spirits. But when he saw Mordecai at the king’s gate and observed that he neither rose nor showed
fear in his presence, he was filled with rage against Mordecai. Nevertheless, Haman restrained
himself and went home. Calling together his friends and Zeresh, his wife, Haman boasted to them
about his vast wealth, his many sons, and all the ways the king had honored him and how he had
elevated him above the other nobles and officials. “And that’s not all,” Haman added. “I’m the only
person Queen Esther invited to accompany the king to the banquet she gave. And she has invited
me along with the king tomorrow. But all this gives me no satisfaction as long as I see that Jew
Mordecai sitting at the king’s gate.” His wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, “Have a gallows
built, seventy-five feet high, and ask the king in the morning to have Mordecai hanged on it. Then
go with the king to the dinner and be happy.” This suggestion delighted Haman, and he had the
gallows built.”
Chapter Six
That night (the night before the second banquet), the King could not sleep. This is NOT insomnia. This is
God working! The King asks for the “Chronicles” (the records of his reign) to be read to him. The King
hears the story about Mordecai and how he had saved him earlier. The King asks if Mordecai had any
honor or recognition and learns that nothing had been given to him.
Interestingly, at this exact time, Hamman is in the outer court waiting to speak to the King about hanging
Mordecai. So, Haman is called in. Haman is so full of himself. But it’s the beginning of the end for Haman.
•

“That night, the king could not sleep; so, he ordered the book of the chronicles, the record of his
reign, to be brought in and read to him. It was found recorded there that Mordecai had exposed
Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s officers who guarded the doorway, who had conspired to
assassinate King Xerxes. “What honor and recognition has Mordecai received for this?” the king
asked. “Nothing has been done for him,” his attendants answered. The king said, “Who is in the
court?” Now Haman had just entered the outer court of the palace to speak to the king about hanging
Mordecai on the gallows he had erected for him. His attendants answered, “Haman is standing in
the court.” “Bring him in,” the king ordered. When Haman entered, the king asked him, “What
should be done for the man the king delights to honor?” Now Haman thought to himself, “Who is
there that the king would rather honor than me?” So, he answered the king, “For the man, the king
delights to honor, have them bring a royal robe the king has worn and a horse the king has ridden,
one with a royal crest placed on its head. Then let the robe and horse be entrusted to one of the
king’s most noble princes. Let them robe the man the king delights to honor and lead him on the
horse through the city streets, proclaiming before him, ‘This is what is done for the man the king
delights to honor!’” “Go at once,” the king commanded Haman. “Get the robe and the horse and
do just as you have suggested for Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the king’s gate. Do not neglect
anything you have recommended.” So, Haman got the robe and the horse. He robed Mordecai and
led him on horseback through the city streets, proclaiming before him, “This is what is done for the
man the king delights to honor!” Afterward, Mordecai returned to the king’s gate. But Haman
rushed home, with his head covered in grief, and told Zeresh his wife and all his friends everything
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that had happened to him. His advisers and his wife Zeresh said to him, “Since Mordecai, before
whom your downfall has started, is of Jewish origin, you cannot stand against him—you will surely
come to ruin!” While they were still talking with him, the king’s eunuchs arrived and hurried Haman
away to the banquet Esther had prepared.”
Remember that God has chosen the Jews to be His people. And though there will always be Jew-haters
who want to eradicate the Jews from the face of the planet, Jews and Christians can rest in the fact that
God will still be with His people. He will always prevail. The existence of the Jews is “proof’ that God
and His Word are True!

“Whoever blesses the Jews will be blessed, and whoever curses the Jews will be cursed.” Genesis
12:3
Let’s continue the story of Esther as the truth of Genesis 12:3 is about to be played out for Haman and his
family.
Chapter Seven
And on the second day of the second banquet, King Xerxes asks Queen Esther what she wants.
•

“So, the king and Haman went to dine with Queen Esther, and as they were drinking wine on that
second day, the king again asked, “Queen Esther, what is your petition? It will be given you. What
is your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be granted.” Then Queen Esther answered, “If
I have found favor with you, O king, and if it pleases your majesty, grant me my life—this is my
petition. And spare my people—this is my request. For I and my people have been sold for
destruction and slaughter and annihilation. If we had merely been sold as male and female slaves,
I would have kept quiet because no such distress would justify disturbing the king.” King Xerxes
asked Queen Esther, “Who is he? Where is the man who has dared to do such a thing?” Esther said,
“The adversary and enemy is this vile Haman.” Then Haman was terrified before the king and
queen. The king got up in a rage, left his wine, and went out into the palace garden. But Haman,
realizing that the king had already decided his fate, stayed behind to beg Queen Esther for his life.
Just as the king returned from the palace garden to the banquet hall, Haman was falling on the couch
where Esther was reclining. The king exclaimed, “Will he even molest the queen while she is with
me in the house?” As soon as the word left the king’s mouth, they covered Haman’s face. Then
Harbona, one of the eunuchs attending the king, said, “A gallows seventy-five feet high stands by
Haman’s house. He had it made for Mordecai, who spoke up to help the king.” The king said,
“Hang him on it!” So, they hanged Haman on the gallows he had prepared for Mordecai.
Then the king’s fury subsided.”

Chapter Eight
After Haman is hanged, King Xerxes gives Queen Esther Haman’s estate. The King also retrieves his
“Signet Ring” (from Haman’s finger) and gives it to Mordecai. Then on the 23rd day of “Sivan” (same
month as the Feast of Pentecost when Jesus sent down the Holy Spirit), edicts are written to overturn the
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previous orders Haman had ordered to kill all the Jews. And with the King’s “Signet Ring,” Mordecai
“seals” these new orders, and they are distributed immediately.
•

“That same day King Xerxes gave Queen Esther the estate of Haman, the enemy of the Jews. And
Mordecai came into the presence of the king, for Esther had told how he was related to her. The
king took off his signet ring, which he had reclaimed from Haman, and presented it to Mordecai.
And Esther appointed him over Haman’s estate. Esther again pleaded with the king, falling at his
feet and weeping. She begged him to put an end to the evil plan of Haman the Agagite, which he
had devised against the Jews. Then the king extended the gold scepter to Esther, and she arose and
stood before him. “If it pleases the king,” she said, “and if he regards me with favor and thinks it
the right thing to do, and if he is pleased with me, let an order be written overruling the dispatches
that Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, devised and wrote to destroy the Jews in all the king’s
provinces. For how can I bear to see disaster fall on my people? How can I bear to see the
destruction of my family?” King Xerxes replied to Queen Esther and to Mordecai the Jew, “Because
Haman attacked the Jews, I have given his estate to Esther, and they have hanged him on the
gallows. Now write another decree in the king’s name in behalf of the Jews as seems best to you,
and seal it with the king’s signet ring—for no document written in the king’s name and sealed with
his ring can be revoked.” At once the royal secretaries were summoned—on the twenty-third day
of the third month, the month of Sivan. They wrote out all Mordecai’s orders to the Jews, and to
the satraps, governors, and nobles of the 127 provinces stretching from India to Cush…sealed the
dispatches with the king’s signet ring…The king’s edict granted the Jews in every city the right to
assemble and protect themselves; to destroy, kill and annihilate any armed force of any nationality
or province that might attack them and their women and children; and to plunder the property of
their enemies. The day appointed for the Jews to do this in all the provinces of King Xerxes was
the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of Adar… the city of Susa held a joyous
celebration. For the Jews, it was a time of happiness and joy, gladness, and honor. In every province
and in every city, wherever the edict of the king went, there was joy and gladness among the Jews,
with feasting and celebrating. And many people of other nationalities became Jews because fear of
the Jews had seized them.” Esther 8:1–17

Chapter Nine
Again, God’s grace and His love for His people are manifested, and on the 13th day of the 12th month of
Adar (the SAME day that all the Jews were to be killed), all ten of Haman’s sons are hung. Mordecai
then decrees that on the 14th and 15th day of Adar, the Feast of Purim is to be celebrated, in remembrance
of what God did to protect His People.
Purim is celebrated in the spring several weeks before the Feast of Passover. Purim means “lots” and refers
to the lottery that Haman used to choose the date for the massacre of the Jews (the 13th day of Adar).
Therefore, on the 14th and 15th days of Adar, Purim is celebrated. During Purim, the book of Esther is
read out loud to Jewish children. Every time the Jewish children hear the name “Haman,” the
children take a noisemaker and use it to drown out Haman’s name.
•

“On the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of Adar, the edict commanded by the
king was to be carried out. On this day, the enemies of the Jews had hoped to overpower them,
but now the tables were turned, and the Jews got the upper hand over those who hated them…No
one could stand against them because the people of all the other nationalities were afraid of
them. And all the nobles of the provinces, the satraps, the governors, and the king’s
administrators helped the Jews because fear of Mordecai had seized them. Mordecai was
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prominent in the palace; his reputation spread throughout the provinces, and he became more
and more powerful. The Jews struck down all their enemies with the sword…But they did not
lay their hands on the plunder. The number of those slain in the citadel of Susa was reported to
the king that same day. The king said to Queen Esther…Now, what is your petition? It will be
given you. What is your request? It will also be granted.” “If it pleases the king,” Esther
answered, “give the Jews in Susa permission to carry out this day’s edict tomorrow also and let
Haman’s ten sons be hanged on gallows.” So, the king commanded that this be done. An
edict was issued in Susa, and they hanged the ten sons of Haman. The Jews in Susa came
together on the fourteenth day of the month of Adar, and they put to death in Susa three hundred
men, but they did not lay their hands on the plunder. Meanwhile, the remainder of the Jews who
were in the king’s provinces also assembled to protect themselves and get relief from their
enemies. They killed seventy-five thousand of them but did not lay their hands on the plunder.
This happened on the thirteenth day of the month of Adar, and on the fourteenth, they rested
and made it a day of feasting and joy. The Jews in Susa, however, had assembled on the
thirteenth and fourteenth, and then on the fifteenth, they rested and made it a day of feasting
and joy. That is why rural Jews—those living in villages—observe the fourteenth of the
month of Adar as a day of joy and feasting, a day for giving presents to each other.
Mordecai recorded these events, and he sent letters to all the Jews throughout the provinces of
King Xerxes, near and far, to have them celebrate annually the fourteenth and fifteenth days of
the month of Adar as the time when the Jews got relief from their enemies, and as the month
when their sorrow was turned into joy and their mourning into a day of celebration. He wrote
them to observe the days as days of feasting and joy and giving presents of food to one another
and gifts to the poor. So, the Jews agreed to continue the celebration they had begun, doing
what Mordecai had written to them. For Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the enemy
of all the Jews, had plotted against the Jews to destroy them and had cast the pur (that is, the
lot) for their ruin and destruction. But when the plot came to the king’s attention, he issued
written orders that the evil scheme Haman had devised against the Jews should come back onto
his own head and that he and his sons should be hanged on the gallows. (Therefore, these days
were called Purim, from the word pur.) Because of everything written in this letter and because
of what they had seen and what had happened to them, the Jews took it upon themselves to
establish the custom that they and their descendants and all who join them should without fail
observe these two days every year, in the way prescribed and at the time appointed. These days
should be remembered and observed in every generation by every family, and in every province
and in every city. And these days of Purim should never cease to be celebrated by the Jews, nor
should the memory of them die out among their descendants.”
Interestingly, another “Repetitive Cycle” immerges from this story. Queen Esther asked for permission to
have Haman’s ten sons hanged, and they were. And following WWII, during the Nuremberg Trials (1946),
ten of Hitler’s top officers were also put to death by hanging.
Chapter Ten
Throughout Scripture (and throughout history), God uses the Jewish people to be a blessing to the Gentiles.
Following, Mordecai is now elevated to second in rank to King Xerxes. This reminds me of the story of
Joseph, who also rose in position to be second in command over all of Egypt (we’ll look at Joseph’s story
later).
•

“King Xerxes imposed tribute throughout the empire, to its distant shores. And all his acts of power
and might, together with a full account of the greatness of Mordecai to which the king had raised
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him, are they not written in the book of the annals of the kings of Media and Persia? Mordecai the
Jew was second in rank to King Xerxes, preeminent among the Jews, and held in high esteem by
his many fellow Jews because he worked for the good of his people and spoke up for the welfare
of all the Jews.
The Jewish people are God’s chosen. He will NEVER let them down. God is always working behind the
scenes to protect His people. Interestingly, in 1953, Stalin (the Leader of the Soviet Union) was planning
to deport most of the Jews from the Soviet Union to Siberia. However, he died of a stroke on the evening
of March 1, 1953, the night after Purim and his plans to deport the Jews were never carried out.
Following is a chart to show how Purim “fits” within the Seven Feasts.
+++++++++++++
Now, it would also be a good time to tell you about another Feast-called “Feast of Dedication,” also known
as “Hanukkah.” Hanukkah has its roots in the story of Daniel, which we will review in greater detail later.
However, in summary, after King Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem and the First Temple, he
kidnapped Daniel and his companions to Babylon. Daniel would then prophesy and provide a “Timeline”
for when Jerusalem and the First Temple would be rebuilt, and the Temple to be re-consecrated and all
occurred “exactingly” just as Daniel said it would. Therefore, soon after the Temple was rebuilt, Judas, the
Maccabee, entered the First Temple and the “sanctuary and “re-consecrated” it. Judas the Maccabee had
also “brought back” the “articles,” which had been taken out of the Temple by King Nebuchadnezzar. The
“Highlight” of this “re-consecration” was when Judas the Maccabee went to relight the “Lampstand”
(Menorah). He found only one day’s supply of “Specially Pressed” Olive Oil. But Judas reignited the
“Lampstand” anyway, and God miraculously kept the Menorah lit for eight days while the new oil could
be pressed. This remembrance of this “event” is celebrated as Hanukkah or the “Feast of Dedication”
which Jesus observed.
➢ “Then came the Feast of Dedication (The Festival of Lights or Hanukkah) at Jerusalem. It was
winter, and Jesus was in the temple area walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. The Jews gathered
around him, saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.”
Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in my Father’s name speak
for me, but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. My sheep listen to my voice; I know
them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch
them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch
them out of my Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.” John 10:22–30
The Menorah in the Temple had seven branches or
candlesticks. However, the Menorah of Hanukkah has
NINE candles—four candles on each side, flanked by
a “middle candle” called the “Shamus.” The Shamus
candle is used to light each of the eight other candles
progressively for eight days in remembrance of God’s
miracle. But the eight candles cannot be lit without the
“Shamus” candle. Jesus is the “Shamus.” He is the
Light that lights the world and lights our hearts.
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God’s People have been “Pressed” (Purim) so that they would become a “Lighthouse” to the Nations (Hanukkah).

To review, notice how “Purim” and “Hanukkah” fit perfectly within the “Timeline” of the “Seven Feasts
of Israel.” Only the “Hand of God” could have orchestrated this.
Purim is the story of “Esther” (Book of Esther) and begins in the Spring Before Passover. Purim “speaks”
to the fact that MANY have attempted (and many will try) to annihilate the Jews. But the God of the Bible
is the God of the Jewish people, and He Always Wins!
Hanukkah is the story of “The Temple Menorah” and begins in the Winter After Tabernacles. Hanukkah
“speaks” to the fact that the Jewish people have been “pressed.” But by God’s design, they are also a
“Lighthouse” to ALL Nations.
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The Book of Daniel
Mount of Olives

To begin our study of Daniel, let’s go to the “Mount of Olives.”
You can see the “Temple Mount” in the background on the right.
And when you come to Israel, you’ll have your picture taken here, too.
In Matthew chapter 24, Jesus gave His “Olivet Discourse,” at the Mount of Olives. Here, his disciples had
asked Jesus, “What will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”
➢ “Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his attention
to its buildings. “Do you see all these things?” he asked. “I tell you the truth, not one stone here
will be left on another; everyone will be thrown down.” As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives,
the disciples came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be
the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”
Jesus’ response “lists” all the “events,” that must take place “before” He Returns- His Second
Coming. Jesus answered:
1. Many will come in my name, claiming, “I am the Christ,” and will deceive many.
2. You will hear of wars and rumors of wars.
3. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.
4. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places.
5. You will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death.
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6. You will be hated by all nations because of me.
7. Many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other.
8. Many false prophets will appear and deceive many people.
9. An increase in wickedness and the love of most will grow cold.
10. The love of most [people] will grow cold.
11. The Gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world, and then the end will come.
12. When you see standing in the holy place, “the abomination that causes desolation, spoken
of through the prophet Daniel”- let the reader understand.
13. False Christs and false prophets will appear and perform signs and miracles.
14. Great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world.
15. For the sake of the elect, these days will be cut short.
16. The sun will be darkened
17. The moon will not give its light.
18. Stars will fall from the sky.
19. Heavenly bodies will be shaken.
20. The Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all nations of the earth will mourn.
21. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory.
22. God will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the
four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.
“Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the door.”
Keep event #12 in mind.
➢ “When you see standing in the holy place, “the abomination that causes desolation, spoken of
through the prophet Daniel”- let the reader understand.”
This verse refers to a “future event” occurring AFTER the Church is “gathered” to be with Jesus.
And as we study Daniel, we will discover that there is an “abomination that causes desolation,” “Past,”
“Present,” and “Future.”
I believe that event # 12 divides “Present Time” and “Future Time.” Therefore, events 1-11 have been
taking place in “Present Time” after Jesus ascended to be with His Father (40 days after the Feast of
Pentecost). And events # 13-19 appear to indicate events to take place in “Future Time,” before Jesus
RETURNS.
Interestingly, event # 11 (“The Gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world, and then the
end will come”) has only been possible in the past two decades as technology has advanced to where The
Gospel can be preached to everyone throughout the entire world. We are most certainly in THE END.

Page 414 ©2016 by Michael (Ben) Attar
You can read, download, or print this manuscript at www.GoodMoodFoundation.org

“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM
Subtitled “Sound the Trumpets in Zion”

The Book of Daniel
To truly understand ‘Future Events,” we must go back to the past. And the definitive book written about
Israel’s “Future” is the book of “Daniel.” Daniel is also the most important book in the Bible—concerning
God’s LOVE for His Land-Israel, His LOVE for His People-the Jews, and His LOVE for His homeJerusalem. Daniel is also about God’s love, grace, and mercy for the Gentiles.
As we review Daniel, please keep in mind that God has a “calendar,” and it is based
primarily on ONLY One Nation - “Israel.” And God’s His Word records the “set
times” regarding God’s People to include:
❖ What has already taken place!
❖ What is now taking place!
❖ What will one day take place!
God also has a “stopwatch,” which He uses to keep track of His “set times.”
God’s “Seven Feasts” is one example of God’s “set times.”
Another of God’s “set times” occurred when “Judah”- (“The Southern Kingdom” of
Israel) rebelled against God. So, God initiated a “set time” of 70 years in which the
Jewish People would be punished and exiled to Babylon. The prophet Jeremiah made
this prophesy before it even happened. Therefore, Daniel” was penned within the 70
years of Israel’s exile in Babylon.
•

“Because you have not listened to my words, I will summon all the peoples of the north and my
servant Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,” declares the LORD, “and I will bring them against this
land and its inhabitants and against all the surrounding nations…This whole country will become
a desolate wasteland, and these nations will serve the king of Babylon seventy years. “But when
the seventy years are fulfilled, I will punish the king of Babylon and his nation, the land of the
Babylonians.” Jeremiah 25:1–14

For the first six chapters of “Daniel,” I will only summarize what is taking place in the text. Therefore, feel
free to read the entirety of Scriptures for chapters 1-6 on your own.
Chapter One- “Dastardly Deeds Against God.”
King Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem and the First Temple, and he took the People of God “captive”
to Babylon for 70 years. He also removed the “Holy Articles” out of the First Temple and took them to
the temple of his god in Babylonia. These “Holy Articles” included the; “Table of Shewbread,”
“Lampstand,” “Altar of Incense,” and “Laver.” These “Holy Articles” were for Godly purposes, not mans.
King Nebuchadnezzar placed the young Israeli men he had taken from Israel to enter a three-year training
program so they could serve him. Among these Jews were four young Jews from the Tribe of Judah whose
names were changed: Daniel-to Belteshazzar, Hananiah to Shadrach, Mishael to Meshach, and Azariah to
Abednego.
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But “Daniel” is the most prominent member of the Hebrews. Daniel was about 17 years old when he was
taken away from his Hebrew family, Jewish roots, and brought to Babylon. And in comparison to King
Nebuchadnezzar’s “other counselors,” the “Hebrews” were found to be “ten times” better. However, Daniel
could understand visions and dreams.
Chapter Two- “Jesus-the ‘Rock.”
King Nebuchadnezzar had dreams which troubled his mind. He summoned his “wise” men and asked them
to tell him what he dreamt and to give an interpretation. Of course, no one could do that, so he orders their
execution, including Daniel and his “tribe.” However, Daniel asks the King for “Time” to interpret the
dream.
He and his “tribe” prayed to the God of the Bible, and God answered.
Daniel went to the King and told him what he had dreamt and the dreams meaning.
King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream included a giant statue that represented Four
Empires.
1.
2.
3.
4.

The Head was pure gold-representing the 1st Empire- “Babylonian.”
The Chest and arms of silver-representing the 2nd Empire “Medo-Persian.”
The Belly and thighs of bronze-representing the 3rd Empire “Greek.”
The Legs of iron, feet partly of iron and clay-representing the 4th Empire
“Roman.”

History would verify Daniel’s vision.
❖ The 1st Empire- “Babylonian” was conquered by the 2nd Empire- “MedoPersian.”
❖ The 2nd Empire was conquered by the 3rd Empire “Greek.
❖ The 3rd Empire was conquered by the 4th Empire- “Roman” who just “faded away” but were never
totally eliminated. Later we’ll discover that the Roman Empire will be “Revived.”
Daniel’s interpretation also introduces a Fifth Kingdom-God’s Kingdom.
King Nebuchadnezzar dreamt he saw a “Rock” (not cut by human hands) that struck the “feet” and “toes”
of iron and clay and smashed them. The iron, clay, bronze, silver, and gold were also broken into pieces
and became like chaff, which the wind blew away. The “Rock” became as large as a mountain and filled
the whole earth. This “Rock” is the Kingdom God and His Son Jesus Christ, and “THIS” Kingdom will
never be destroyed. It will crush all “other” Kingdoms and will last forever. And after receiving the
interpretation, King Nebuchadnezzar offers “praises” to Daniel’s God and bows down before Daniel. The
King didn’t know God, so he was “still” praising men. The King also promoted Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego.
Chapter Three- “The Fourth Man-Jesus-Incarnate.”
King Nebuchadnezzar was afraid that his Empire would be “crushed” just as Daniel had predicted. The
King wasn’t overly concerned about an opposing army coming to attack and destroy the Babylonian
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Empire. He was most likely anxious and fearful that the “attack” would occur internally-most likely
through an insurrection.
So, what does the King do?
He constructed a large image of gold, 90 feet high and 9 feet wide.
To put that into perspective, that’s as high as a nine-story building.
Keep in mind that in the previous chapter, the head of the “Large Statue” was
made of pure gold and represented the Babylonian Empire. But this entire
statue was made of gold. The Bible doesn’t tell us what the “image” was. But
I’m led to believe it was an image of King Nebuchadnezzar, himself.
Then to garner the allegiance of “everyone,” he orders that, whenever anyone
heard “all kinds of music,” they were to bow down and worship the images
of (himself) made of gold. But whoever did not bow down to the image would
be thrown into a blazing furnace.
Daniel and his “Tribe” were “ten times” smarter than any of the King’s wise men. However, “some of the
wise men” in King Nebuchadnezzar’s Kingdom were obviously jealous, so they denounced the Hebrews.
They went to the King and said that the Hebrews won’t worship the image of gold.
“Furious with rage” (“out of his mind”), King Nebuchadnezzar orders the furnace to be heated seven times
hotter than usual and commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be tied up and thrown into the
blazing furnace.
Interestingly, there is no mention of Daniel or where he was during this “trial.”
But before the three Hebrews were thrown into the fire, they expressed their faith in the Living God of the
Bible. After Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were thrown into the fiery furnace, King Nebuchadnezzar
looked in the furnace and said. “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed,
and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.” I believe that the “fourth person” is “The Angel of the Lord,”
the pre-incarnate Christ.
God chose to “rescue” Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and then the King “praises” their God. He said,
“They trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather than
serve or worship any god except their own God.” Though King Nebuchadnezzar praised Daniel’s God,
he still didn’t “know-God” personally.
The chapter ends with King Nebuchadnezzar saying, “I decree that the people of any nation or language
who say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their
houses turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this way.” And according to the King’s
decree, NO ONE would even dare to worship any other god but the God of the Bible. Then the King
promotes Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. However, the people eventually forgot about “this” decree
and went back to their gods and sinful ways.
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Chapter Four- “The ‘Time of the Gentiles’ and the Cost of Evangelism.”
This is a fascinating chapter because it is written by King Nebuchadnezzar himself. To review, King
Nebuchadnezzar was an evil and pagan King who had captured Jerusalem and took the “Holy Articles” out
of the First Temple before destroying it. He had also “taken” a crop of young Hebrews from Jerusalem
and brought them to a foreign, Gentile, and pagan land, Babylon. He hoped to indoctrinate the Hebrews in
his pagan “ways,” so they would serve him. In doing this, he stripped the Hebrews of their Jewish heritage,
Hebrew language, Jewish ways of life, and their Jewish families. But in this chapter, we learn that King
Nebuchadnezzar turns his heart to the ONE True God-the God of the Bible and how that came about.
God LOVES His People, He LOVES His Land-Israel, and He LOVES Jerusalem. God made a covenant
with Israel that He could not break. But “time and time” again, Israel refused to “believe.”
So, God purposefully set the Nation of Israel “aside” and has chosen to accomplish His Kingdom business
through the Gentiles. This “Period” or “set time” when Israel has been set aside is called “Time of the
Gentiles.”
It’s important to remember that though Israel has been “set aside,” God has NOT replaced Israel
with the Church. The term “Replacement Theology” refers to those who erroneously believe God has
replaced Israel with the Church.
Therefore, during this “set time,” God is now extending is grace, mercy, and salvation to the Gentiles and
will continue until the Lord Jesus Christ RETURNS.
I personally believe the “Time of the Gentiles” may have begun when King Nebuchadnezzar comes to
“faith.” Here’s how it came about.
King Nebuchadnezzar opens this chapter with praises to the God of the Bible. He details how God had
given him an “affliction,” which caused him to believe he was a wild animal. With his affliction, the King
lived in the pasture for “Seven Years” with the wild animals and also ate grass like the cattle.
Remember, King Nebuchadnezzar had committed grievous acts against:
➢ God’s “Holy City”-he had captured Jerusalem and destroyed the First Temple.
➢ God’s “Hole Temple” -he had taken out all the “articles” from the First Temple.
➢ God’s “Holy People” -he had kidnapped God’s people and taken them to Babylon.
So, if any person deserved God’s Wrath-it was most certainly King Nebuchadnezzar. But God in His love,
grace, and mercy gave the King 12 months to “Think about it” and to comply with Daniel’s plea.
“Renounce your sins by doing what is right.” However, the King chose not to turn his heart to God and
remained prideful and full of himself. “LOOK, what ‘I’ did.” Therefore, because of the King’s sins and his
unwillingness to repent, God inflicted an illness on King Nebuchadnezzar, a severe “mental illness.”
Modern Psychiatry agrees that King Nebuchadnezzar was inflicted with a mental illness called
“Boanthropy.” The King’s mind was changed from that of a man and liken to that of an animal. And even
today, many people also suffer from this psychological disorder, believing they are a cow, ox, or another
animal. However, at the end of the “Seven Years,” King Nebuchadnezzar turned his heart to the “Living
God,” and God “restored” his sanity.
•

“I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, and my sanity was restored. Then I praised the
Most High; I honored and glorified him who lives forever… At the same time that my sanity was
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restored, my honor and splendor were returned to me for the glory of my kingdom. My advisers
and nobles sought me out, and I was restored to my throne and became even greater than before.
Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, because everything he
does is right, and all his ways are just. And those who walk in pride he is able to humble.”
I’ve often wondered when King Nebuchadnezzar became “ill” why Daniel and his tribe didn’t take this
“opportunity” to flee Babylon? After all, the King was in no position to know they had fled or to do
anything about it. Also, any of the Hebrews would have been within their rights to “take out” the King.
After all, look at what Israel and Jerusalem endured because of the King’s actions.
But they didn’t.
Why not?
Had Daniel become so “comfortable” that he forgot his Jewish roots?
Had he forgotten about his Jewish family, Jewish food, and Jewish customs?
Had he lost the desire to go “home?”
The answer is NO!
Daniel had not forgotten who he was or where he came from. Daniel’s body may have been in Babylon,
but his heart was in Jerusalem, Israel. We know this because, in chapter six, we learn that it was Daniel’s
daily habit to open his window, which faced “toward” Jerusalem. And three times a day, Daniel got down
on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God.
Therefore, I am personally convinced that God instructed Daniel to stay. Why? God was about to perform
a Miracle. God was about to “save” an evil, Gentile King. A King who had committed many grievous acts
against God’s City, God’s Temple, and God’s people. A King who was so full of himself that he refused
to turn his heart to God and who was inflicted by God with a severe mental illness. And if that wasn’t
enough, God was beginning a new “Chapter” in His Redemption story, extending His grace, love and
mercy and salvation to the Gentiles. And to top it all off, God allowed the King to record his story in God’s
Word, so MANY within his family, inner circle, Kingdom, and future readers of “Daniel” would believe
in the God of the Bible, too.
And a Jews and Gentiles read the book of Daniel and come to the fourth chapter, I can imagine God
“speaking” to their hearts and saying something like this.
“Israel, my people,
this ‘once’ evil, pagan Gentile King did many abominable things to ‘ME’ and to you.
But because he turned his heart to me, I have shown him ‘MY’ grace, mercy, and salvation. How
much more will I pour out my grace, compassion, and salvation to ‘YOU’- ISRAELif you will do the same.”
I am reminded that for a “Believer”- “The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love”
(Galatians 5:6). And one of the manifestations of “love” is caring for a critically ill family member. The
King had become “family” to Daniel and his tribe. So, Daniel and his “tribe” loved the King by providing
him with “care.” Daniel must have also put the King “out” on a private pasture “within” the Palace grounds
so his people could not see what had happened to him. Then Daniel or someone he designated kept a
“watchful eye” on the King as he “roamed.”
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Yes, the King believed he was a cow and ate grass like a cow and lived with them. But no human is
sustained by eating only grass. Daniel himself or someone he appointed must have provided the “cattle”
with shelter, water, and other eatable plants to eat. Also, Daniel and his tribe were able to take care of the
“Kingdom” as they were already in high positions of leadership and oversight. And from a moral and
security perspective, the King's “subjects” and the King’s enemies could not know about the King’s
condition. So, I’m confident Daniel and his tribe took care of the “PR” spin as well.
That said, it’s interesting to me that God began the “Time of the Gentiles” not only by “saving” an evil,
Gentile King, but by “saving” someone with a severe mental illness. Therefore, in a sense, King
Nebuchadnezzar was the first mental health “in-patient.” After all, he was in a “closed” and “safe”
environment-always watched, monitored, and cared for. And Daniel was the first Hebrew to have a ministry
to a Gentile with a mental illness.
Interestingly, the story of King Nebuchadnezzar illustrates a “pattern” of Pride-Anxiety-Fear.
The King’s story began with pride. He even admits it. King Nebuchadnezzar thought “he” had built “his”
Kingdom. And when he learned, he was about to lose his Kingdom, anxiety and fear sets in, and he builds
a nine-foot statue of himself and forces everyone to bow down to “him.”
Even after he is confronted by Daniel who pleads with him to “renounce his sins by doing what is right”
the King is still full of “himself” and refuses to “bow his knee” to the God of the Bible who is the ONLY
remedy for pride, anxiety, and fear.
Today, the “pattern” of Pride-Anxiety-Fear is still negatively affecting the mental health of many people.
Keep in mind that a prideful person is focused on “Me, Myself, and I.” LOOK at what “I” did. Pride is the
“mindset” that I don’t need anyone-certainly, NOT God. Pride is based on the false premise that “I CAN.”
“I CAN take care of myself,” “I CAN do it on my own,” etc. But “pride”-can lead to anxiety.
For example, when “I” have attained a senior management position with a corner office, “I” WILL become
anxious that someone younger, smarter, and who will work harder for less money is going to buck for MY
position. Then anxiety can quickly slide down the “slippery slope” and manifest into fear. And when this
happens, “I” LOOK for ways to garner “LOYALTY” (bow down to me). “I” look for ways to protect
“myself.” The world desperately seeks after “everything” in their quest to “overcome” pride, anxiety, and
fear, but what they really desire is peace, joy, and contentment. However, that’s not possible outside
of a personal relationship with the God of the Bible. Unfortunately, sometimes Christians experience this
“pattern,” too. Thankfully, we have a gracious and forgiving God. All we need to do is to turn our hearts
back to Him again.
That said, here are a few thoughts to consider.
A “mind,” which is focused on HIM, is “guarded” and at “peace.”
•

“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The
Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:4–7

\
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A “mind,” which is focused on HIM trusts in God and God alone!
•

“Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him.” Job 13:14–15 “Though the fig tree does not bud, and
there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails, and the fields produce no food, though
there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful
in God my Savior.” Habakkuk 3:17–19

A “mind,” which is focused on HIM, has nothing to fear.
•

“All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, “God opposes the proud
but gives grace to the humble.” Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he
may lift you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. Be self-controlled
and alert. Your enemy, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to
devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the
world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. And the God of all grace, who called you to his
eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you
strong, firm, and steadfast. To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 1 Peter 5:5–11

Let me draw your attention to a “Roaring Lion,” which is a specific reference to Satan. Keep in mind that
a “Roaring Lion” is not the lion who chases down the prey. Instead, a “Roaring Lion” hides in the brush,
waiting. And when the prey is “close,” he gives out a loud roar. The prey instantly becomes fearful and
runs for cover in the “opposite direction” where the lionesses are waiting to “devour” them. Remember
that Satan is a defeated foe. He roars in the hopes he will scare Christians so that they will become “fearful.”
If the enemy’s “scary” tactics prevail, the believer will run away from God. But that isn’t God’s plan. In
ALL things, a believer is to RUN to God and to lean into HIM. He and He alone is Mighty to “rescue” and
to “save.”
The story King Nebuchadnezzar reminds me of a question, I’ve asked. Maybe you have, too. Why do
family, friends, and loved ones become “ill?” I don’t have an answer to this question, but the following
does come to mind based upon Scripture.
❖ Sometimes, like King, Nebuchadnezzar God inflicts illnesses for His Kingdom purposes.
❖ Sometimes, God will “limit” the suffering a person is going through.
❖ Sometimes, God will heal a person instantaneously, while others endure a lifetime of
unimaginable pain and hardships.
I also know that EVERYONE has “issues,” “pains,” and “sorrows.” Life is NOT about becoming “painfree.” Life is about deciding to turn your heart to the Living God and allowing God to make you a useful
“vessel” for “works of service.” Therefore, if you’re not a believer and are facing any kind of illness,
sickness, malady, or situation, please consider Daniel’s plea. “Renounce your sins by doing what is right,
and your wickedness by being kind to the oppressed.”
But will God remove your illness, sickness, or malady like He did when King Nebuchadnezzar turned his
heart to the God of the Bible? The answer is that maybe God will, and maybe God won’t. I don’t know.
But if you’ve turned your heart to the LIVING God, it doesn’t matter anymore. You can now accept
“earth’s pains” because they are temporary and choose to prevail to the “END” as faithful servants.
That said, The Messiah understands the “Full Gamut” of your stuff. He went through the “Same.”
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“Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? He grew
up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty
to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. He was despised and
rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide
their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely, he took up our infirmities and
carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But
he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that
brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds, we are healed. We all, like sheep, have
gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way, and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of
us all. He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to
the slaughter and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. By
oppression and judgment, he was taken away. And who can speak of his descendants? For he
was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people, he was stricken. He
was assigned a grave with the wicked and with the rich in his death, though he had done no
violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause
him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and
prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. After the suffering of his
soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his knowledge, my righteous servant will
justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. Therefore, I will give him a portion among the
great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death,
and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many and made intercession
for the transgressors.” Isaiah 53:1–12

Chapter Five- “The ‘Hand’ of God”
After King Nebuchadnezzar died, King Belshazzar came into
power, and one day, he gave a great banquet for a thousand of his
nobles. It was most likely an orgy. And while King Belshazzar was
drinking his wine, he gave orders to bring in the gold and silver
goblets that King Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the First Temple
in Jerusalem. So that he, his nobles, wives, and concubines could
drink from them. These “Holy Articles” from the First Temple
“included” goblets, most likely from the “Table of Shewbread,”
which they used for their drunken revelry. I believe they may have also poured wine into the “Laver” and
drank wine from that, too. Or, maybe even from the “Lampstand.”
Earlier I mentioned that in our study, we will see an “abomination that causes desolation” (“Past-Present
and Future”). So, when King Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem and took the “Holy Articles” out of the
First Temple (before destroying it), and also took Daniel and the Jews to Babylon. These are all
“abominations” Later when King Belshazzar used these “Holy Articles” taken from the First Temple for
drunkenness and revelry. This is the “desolation.” And therefore, this is the “abomination that causes
desolation”-Past.
Continuing…
Suddenly, as King Belshazzar and his quests were drinking the wine, the fingers of a human hand appeared
and wrote on the plaster of the wall, “near the lampstand” in the royal palace. This is most likely, the
“Lampstand” from the First Temple. And God was using His “Lampstand” to illuminate the room, so King
Belshazzar could see the message on the wall.
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And as he looked, his face turned pale.

Daniel is summoned to interpret the writing on the wall which read;

“Mane, Mene-Tekel-Parsin”
❖ Mane: Means “God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end.”
❖ Texel: Means “You have been weighed on the scales and found wanting.”
❖ Peres: Means “Your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.”
And that “exactly” what happened. That same night King Belshazzar was slain, and Darius the Mede took
over the kingdom. Daniel’s interpretation of the dream of “Large Statue” was coming to pass. The First
Empire- “Babylonian” was conquered by the Second Empire- “Medo-Persian.”
Chapter Six- “God sets the “Captives” Free.”
Daniel had distinguished himself, so the King planned to appoint him “over his entire Kingdom.” However,
120 lieutenants and 2 captains were jealous and most likely worried about being out of a job. Also, they
looked for deficiencies in Daniel’s character and integrity, to throw Daniel “under the bus.” But they
couldn’t find any defects in his character, so they devised another plan.
The 120 lieutenants and 2 captains also showed up at the King’s Palace and brought “others” with them,
too. Maybe the “others” thought Daniel was going to fire them and give their job to the Hebrews. We don’t
know their motivation.
Now, it’s important to remember that the Medes and Persians had an interesting “Law” in place. It
said that if a “law” were enacted, it could not be revoked or amended PERIOD!
“Everyone” knew this, so they only asked the King to initiate this new law for 30 days-long enough to trap
Daniel and have him thrown into the lion’s den.
When Daniel learned about this “decree,” he opened the windows in his room, which pointed in the
direction of Jerusalem. And he prayed, “just as he had done before.” Prayer was a discipline Daniel had
cultivated. It’s clear; Daniel was “Home-Sick.” Daniel longed to return to Jerusalem, his people, and his
land. And in my opinion, this validates the point made earlier. God must have instructed Daniel and his
“tribe” to stay and minister to the King.
•

“Then these men went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking God for help. So, they went
to the king and spoke to him about his royal decree: “Did you not publish a decree that during the
next thirty days anyone who prays to any god or man except to you, O king, would be thrown into
the lions’ den?” The king answered, “The decree stands—in accordance with the laws of the Medes
and Persians, which cannot be repealed… So, the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and
threw him into the lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually,
rescue you!” Then the king returned to his palace and spent the night without eating and without
any entertainment being brought to him. And he could not sleep.”
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The King had “high” regard for Daniel, and he’s upset he may lose his “Best Captain.” But the King also
“got wise” to the ruse and that he had been “played.” But there’s nothing the King could do about it. A
law, once enacted, could not be changed. The King would have to “wait it out.” But, he’s hopeful! Maybe
Daniel’s God will come through. And that’s precisely what happened. God came through-AGAIN-for His
People.
•

“At the first light of dawn, the King got up and hurried to the lions’ den. When he came near the
den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God,
whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?” Daniel answered, “O king,
live forever! My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt
me because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, O
king.” The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was
lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. At the king’s
command, the men who had falsely accused Daniel were brought in and thrown into the lions’ den,
along with their wives and children. And before they reached the floor of the den, the lions
overpowered them and crushed all their bones.”

Yes, the King was overjoyed that Daniel had been rescued. But now it’s “payback” time for those who
tricked him into initiating the “law.” The Bible doesn’t indicate the number of royal administrators,
prefects, satraps, advisers, and governors there were. But including their wives and children, I’m sure it
had to be well over two hundred people, maybe more. And they were “all” thrown into the lion’s den.
God’s Word indicates that the lions “crushed their bones.” It doesn’t say how many people the lions ate.
Why not? It’s hard to imagine there being more than 30 or 40 lions in the “den.” The lions couldn’t possibly
eat two hundred or more people. So, the Lions crushed everyone’s bones and then had their fill.
•

“Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations and men of every language throughout the
land: “May you prosper greatly! “I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom, people must
fear and reverence the God of Daniel. “For he is the living God and he endures forever; his kingdom
will not be destroyed, his dominion will never end. He rescues, and he saves; he performs signs
and wonders in the heavens and on the earth. He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.”

Had the King become a “believer?” It’s my opinion that yes, he had. I believe this because the King used
the word “rescue” earlier, and he uses the same word again. This denotes that God rescued Daniel from the
mouth of the lions. But right after that, he uses the word “saves.” Therefore, I believe the King is using the
word “save” to indicate that God “saved” him, and he has become a “believer.” And not only that, the King
issues a “decree” to tell ALL the people, nations, and men of every language throughout the land about the
God of the Bible. Unlike a similar “decree” that King Nebuchadnezzar had issued, this decree which could
NEVER be altered or repealed, was most likely, copied by the King’s “scribes” on scrolls and translated
into “every” language. These scrolls were then “messengered” to ALL and read. Therefore, MANY
Gentiles heard about the God of the Bible. And I’m confident MANY “believed” and were added to God’s
Kingdom.
As we wrap up chapters 1-6, there are many spiritual truths to glean from these chapters. Here are several
which impacted me.
❖ I was reminded that contrary to widely held belief, the story of Daniel and the lion’s den isn’t about
God “saving” “One” Hebrew. It is the story of God “saving” many Gentiles because “One” Hebrew
trusted in God—And God Alone.
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❖ I was reminded that the story of the Nation of Israel is filled with pain, struggles, and captivity.
However, God is in the business of setting the “captives” free.
❖ I was also reminded that God hates those who give “false testimony.” Some falsely accused Daniel
and his “tribe” when, in fact, they were doing their job-blessing the Gentiles. But in the end, “those”
who falsely accused the Jews were “found out” and punished. God’s Word is true. “Those who
bless the Jews will be blessed, and those who curse the Jews will be cursed.” It was true; in
Daniel’s day, throughout Scripture, throughout “History” and is still true today.
❖ I was reminded of the “times” I was the “butt” of foul, evil mouthed Gentiles who cursed me to my
face because I am a Jew. One Gentile, in particular, always “goes off” on the Jews when I am in
their presence, “Drive Israel into the Sea.” My heart’s desire is that this person (and every other
person who curses the Jews) turns their heart to the “Living God.”
❖ I was reminded to “Look-Up” and to LOVE God. If I am thrown into the blazing furnace (of
whatever trial), the God I serve can save me from it. But even if He does not, He is still God, and I
am not. Therefore, I will continue to LOVE Him and to SERVE Him.
❖ I was reminded to “Look Out” and to LOVE “people”- no matter how sinful and unlovable they
may be. Who am I to know what the outcome will be? Maybe, “TODAY” is the day my sinful and
unloving friend, family member, or associate believes The Gospel of Jesus Christ. Therefore, I will
continue to LOVE and serve him or her.
❖ And finally, I was reminded that when the enemy roars and fear try to set in. I will “Resist him!” I
will “STAND FIRM!”-In the faith of the Gospel.

Jesus died for me!
His Holy Spirit LIVES inside of me!
I TRUST in GOD-MY SAVIOR- He IS in Control!
++++++++
Following in chapters 7-12, I will provide all the Scriptures along with commentaries. And as we review
these chapters, it will become clear that “Daniel” and the book of “Revelation” are “interconnected.” Both
books have many “parallels” and use similar “imagery.” Also, many of the events which Daniel prophesied
about find their fulfillment in Revelation. So, whenever appropriate, I’ll also provide Scriptures from
“Revelation” to support our study of “Daniel.” However, there are many events in Revelation we will not
cover. Instead, I want you to see how God uses His Trumpet through Revelation to announce the RETURN
of His Son, Jesus Christ.
Before we begin, please consider the first 3 verses of Revelation as God promises blessings to those
who follow His instructions.
•

“The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take
place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who testifies to everything he
saw—that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. Blessed is the one who reads the
words of this prophecy and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it
because the time is near.” Revelation 1:1-3

God is saying that He will bless you if you:
1. Read the book of Revelation out loud.
2. Hear the book of Revelation.
3. Take to heart what is written in the book.
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Are you up for the challenge? Take it and see what God does!”
Chapter Seven - an “overview” of World History concerning the Gentile nation’s leading up to the
RETURN of Jesus Christ.
In the first year of King Belshazzar’s reign in Babylon, Daniel has the first of four visions.
•

“Daniel said: “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me were the four winds of heaven
churning up the great sea. Four great beasts, each different from the others, came up out of the sea.
“The first was like a lion, and it had the wings of an eagle… And there before me was a second
beast, which looked like a bear…it had three ribs in its mouth…I looked, and there before me was
another beast, one that looked like a leopard with four wings like a bird…I looked, and there before
me was a fourth beast—terrifying and frightening and very powerful. It had large iron teeth; it
crushed and devoured its victims and trampled underfoot whatever was left. It was different from
all the former beasts, and it had ten horns.”

1. “The four winds of Heaven” is a reference to God, who is ultimately in control of “everything.”
2. “Churning” is a reference to “strife.”
3. “Great Sea” is not a sea like the Mediterranean Sea. Instead, it’s a reference to a “sea” of MANY
Gentile Nations. Therefore, God is STILL on His Throne and in control as strife occurs among
many Gentile Nations.
The “Four Great Beasts,” which came out of the “sea” are the same Empires associated with the “Large
Statue” King Nebuchadnezzar dreamed about in chapter two.
❖
❖
❖
❖

“A Lion with the wings of an eagle”-represents the 1st Empire “Babylonian.”
“A Bear with three ribs in its mouth”-represents the 2nd Empire “Medo-Persian.”
“A Leopard with four wings like a bird”-represents the 3rd Empire “Greek.”
“A Beast with large iron teeth” (and ten horns)-represents the 4th Empire “Roman” or “Revised
Roman Empire.”

In Revelation, John’s vision is similar.
•

“And I saw a beast coming out of the sea. He had ten horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on
his horns, and on each head a blasphemous name. The beast I saw resembled a leopard but had feet
like those of a bear and a mouth like that of a lion. The dragon gave the beast his power and his
throne and great authority.” Revelation 13:1–18

Historically, we know that the first Three Empires of “Babylonian,” “Medo-Persian,” and “Greek” were
conquered and no longer exist. And after conquering the Greek Empire and the Fourth Empire, the
“Roman” Empire simply, “faded away.” However, Daniel envisions a Revived “Roman Empire” to come.
It will most likely consist of a “Ten Nation Confederacy” (Ten Horns) who will rule the World.
The idea for an “aligned” confederacy is already here.
In 1951, the European Union was formed with 27 Countries that are now part of the EU. The EU was
established mainly for “economic” stability. Most of the EU member nations use a common currency of
the “Euro.” So, how will the Ten Nation Confederacy come about? I don’t know, but I am led to believe
probably either out of a significant economic collapse.
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John describes a “day” when it will cost “one day’s” wages to buy a loaf of bread. When World Nations
begin collapsing under the weight of unsustainable debt or other economic disasters and “The People” can’t
afford to buy food. A Ten Nation Confederacy could emerge, offering economic relief. Of course, it’s
possible the Ten Nation Confederacy will arise from another cause. We don’t know, but it will develop.
•

“I looked, and there before me was a black horse! Its rider was holding a pair of scales in his hand.
Then I heard what sounded like a voice among the four living creatures, saying, “A quart of wheat
for a day’s wages, and three quarts of barley for a day’s wages.” Revelation 6:5–6

Continuing…
•

“While I was thinking about the horns, there before me was another horn, a little one, which came
up among them; and three of the first horns were uprooted before it. This horn had eyes like the
eyes of a man and a mouth that spoke boastfully.”

A “little one” (little horn), which came from the Ten Horns (Revived Roman Empire-Ten Nations), is the
“Antichrist. The “three horns,” which are “uprooted,” are most likely the Three Most Powerful Nations of
the Ten Nation Confederacy.
In Revelation, John’s vision is similar.
• “The ten horns you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but who for one hour
will receive authority as kings along with the beast. They have one purpose and will give their
power and authority to the beast. They will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome
them because he is Lord of lords and King of kings—and with him will be his called, chosen and
faithful followers.” Revelation 17:12–14
Continuing…
•

“As I looked, “thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his seat…Thousands upon
thousands attended him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him. The court was seated,
and the books were opened. “Then I continued to watch because of the boastful words the horn
was speaking. I kept looking until the beast was slain, and its body destroyed and thrown into the
blazing fire…

“The Ancient of Days” is a specific reference to God the Father - “The Lord Almighty.” He sits on His
Throne and “Thousands upon thousands [of Angels] attend to him.”
In Revelation, John’s vision is similar.
• “At once, I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on
it. And the one who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian. A rainbow, resembling
an emerald, encircled the throne...Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering
thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the
living creatures and the elders… Revelation 5:1-12
In God’s “Court,” TWO “judgments” will take place.
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1. The “Judgement Seat of Christ.” Here all believers receive “crowns” of rewards based upon
works that were accomplished by the power of the Holy Spirit. The sins of believers never come
up because Jesus took the penalty of our sins upon Himself.
2. The “Great White Throne Judgement.” Here all unbelievers are judged for their sins. As they
did not “believe” they will receive the FULL recompense for their sins.
And in God’s “Court,” TWO sets of books will be opened.
1. The “Book of Life.” Whoever believes the Gospel of Jesus Christ has their name is written in “The
Book of Life.” The “names” in this book receive “Eternal Life.”
2. Though the Bible doesn’t explicitly use the term the “Book of Judgement,” there is another book
(whatever its name) that contains the names of all “unbelievers.” The “names” in this book are
Thrown into the “Blazing Fire,” also termed “The Lake of Fire” or HELL. The Beast, or
“Antichrist,” will also be thrown into the “Blazing Fire” -HELL.
In Revelation, John explains.
•

•

“Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his
presence, and there was no place for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before
the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead
were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. The sea gave up the dead
that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was
judged according to what he had done. Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.
The lake of fire is the second death. If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he
was thrown into the lake of fire.” Revelation 20:11–15
But the beast was captured and with him the false prophet who had performed the miraculous signs
on his behalf. With these signs, he had deluded those who had received the mark of the beast and
worshiped his image. The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur.”
Revelation 19:20–21

Continuing, Daniel sees the “son of man”- Jesus.
•

“I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man…”

John’s vision of the “son of man”-Jesus is similar.
•

“I turned I saw…someone “like a son of man,” dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and
with a golden sash around his chest. His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and
his eyes were like blazing fire. His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was
like the sound of rushing waters…His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.” Revelation
1:12–18

Continuing, Daniel sees the “son of man”-coming with the clouds of heaven.
•

“I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man coming with the clouds of heaven.”

Page 428 ©2016 by Michael (Ben) Attar
You can read, download, or print this manuscript at www.GoodMoodFoundation.org

“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM
Subtitled “Sound the Trumpets in Zion”

Interestingly, when Jesus was arrested and taken before Caiaphas, the High Priest. Jesus says HE is the one
spoken about in Daniel by referencing this passage, “Coming on the clouds of Heaven.” Then Caiaphas
accused Jesus of blasphemy, tore his clothes, and sentenced Him to death.
➢ “Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas, the high priest, where the teachers of the law
and the elders had assembled… The high priest said to him, “I charge you under oath by the living
God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” “Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied. “But I
say to all of you: In the future, you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty
One and coming on the clouds of heaven.” Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has
spoken blasphemy… “He is worthy of death,” they answered. Then they spit in his face and struck
him with their fists. Others slapped him.” Matthew 26:57–68
John’s vision is similar.
•

“Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him;
and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him.” Revelation 1:7

Continuing, Daniel sees the “son of man” approaching His Father, and Jesus is given ALL authority over
ALL the earth, and ALL worshiped Him.
•

“He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was given authority, glory,
and sovereign power; all peoples, nations, and men of every language worshiped him.”

John’s vision of Jesus is similar, and we’ll look at this “Scroll” in greater detail later.
•

“Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides and
sealed with seven seals…only [Jesus] is able to open the scroll and its seven seals…He [Jesus]
came and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne… You are worthy to take
the scroll and to open its seals because you were slain, and with your blood, you purchased men for
God from every tribe and language and people and nation.” Revelation 5:1–14

God has a SON-who WILL return to earth as the King of ZION. God’s Son, Jesus Christ, will return with
an “iron scepter” in His hand, which will smash the Nations (“feet and toes” made from clay) "like pottery.”
The end of this Psalm is reminiscent of the warning that Daniel gave King Nebuchadnezzar. Turn your
heart to the living God- “Take refuge in Him.” So, with your understanding of Daniel to this point, the
following “Messianic Psalm” is understood.
•

“Why do the nations conspire, and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth take their stand,
and the rulers gather together against the LORD and against his Anointed One. “Let us break their
chains,” they say, “and throw off their fetters.” The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs
at them. Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, “I have installed
my King on Zion, my holy hill.” I will proclaim the decree of the LORD: He said to me, “You are
my Son; today I have become your Father. Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance,
the ends of the earth your possession. You will rule them with an iron scepter; you will dash them
to pieces like pottery.” Therefore, you kings, be wise; be warned, you rulers of the earth. Serve
the LORD with fear and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you be
destroyed in your way, for his wrath can flare up in a moment. Blessed are all who take refuge in
him.” Psalm 2
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Continuing, to the end of the chapter, Daniel is given the interpretation of his vision.
•

“The four great beasts are four kingdoms that will rise from the earth. But the saints of the Most
High will receive the kingdom and will possess it forever—yes, forever and ever. “Then I wanted
to know the true meaning of the fourth beast, which was different from all the others and most
terrifying, with its iron teeth and bronze claws—the beast that crushed and devoured its victims and
trampled underfoot whatever was left. I also wanted to know about the ten horns on its head and
about the other horn that came up before which three of them fell—the horn that looked more
imposing than the others and that had eyes and a mouth that spoke boastfully. As I watched, this
horn was waging war against the saints and defeating them, until the Ancient of Days came and
pronounced judgment in favor of the saints of the Most High, and the time came when they
possessed the kingdom. “He gave me this explanation: ‘The fourth beast is a fourth kingdom that
will appear on earth. It will be different from all the other kingdoms and will devour the whole
earth, trampling it down and crushing it. The ten horns are ten kings who will come from this
kingdom. After them, another king will arise, different from the earlier ones; he will subdue three
kings.”

“Ten Kings who will come from this Kingdom” is referring to what most believe will be a “Revived Roman
Empire”-the Fourth Empire. Which will most likely consist of Ten Nations (ten horns) or a Ten Nation
Confederacy? Again, Antichrist (“this horn” or “little horn”) will arise, and he will “subdue” “Three
Kings,” which are most likely are the three “lead” and most powerful Nations of the Ten Nation
Confederacy.
It’s also important to remember that the Antichrist will rise to power AFTER the Church has been
“Gathered.” Those who are “Left Behind” will endure a “Time of Tribulation.”
John’s vision adds “specifics,” which will occur during the “Time of Tribulation.” This will include the
Antichrist requiring “everyone” to bow down to his image. And if you do not bow down to his image (the
beast), you won’t get his “mark” (666) on your right hand or your forehead. And without it, you won’t be
able to buy or sell, which means you will perish. But the “Saints,” those who have believed the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, will NOT bow to the image of the beast.
•

“Then I saw another beast, coming out of the earth. He had two horns like a lamb, but he spoke like
a dragon…And he performed great and miraculous signs…He ordered them to set up an image in
honor of the beast who was wounded by the sword and yet lived. He was given power to give breath
to the image of the first beast so that it could speak and cause all who refused to worship the image
to be killed. He also forced everyone, small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a
mark on his right hand or on his forehead, so that no one could buy or sell unless he had the mark,
which is the name of the beast or the number of his name...his number is 666.” Revelation 13:11–
18

Continuing…
•

“He [Antichrist] will speak against the Most High and oppress his saints and try to change the set
times and the laws. The saints will be handed over to him for a time, times, and half a time.”

God has established “set times” regarding all human events. Daniel reminded us of this truth earlier in
chapter two.
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“Wisdom and power are his. He changes times and seasons; he sets up kings and deposes them.
He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the discerning. He reveals deep and hidden things;
he knows what lies in darkness, and light dwells with him.” Daniel 2:20–22

Another of God’s “set times” is the “Time of Tribulation,” which will last for seven years. We know this
because later in chapter nine, there is a FINAL “7” (seven-year) period to come.
That said, this final “7” is divided into two 3 ½ periods.
1. In the first 3 ½ years, there will be “peace.”
2. However, in the second 3 ½ year period (which is what we’re reading about now), the “Saints” will
be handed over to the Antichrist for a time, times and half a time.
We know that the term “a time, times and half a time” is 3 ½ years.
❖ “Time” = 360 days (one year in the Jewish calendar).
❖ “Times” = 720 days (2 x 360 =720).
❖ “Half a Time” = 180 days.
When you add this all together, it totals 3 ½ years.
Keep in mind that God set “The Heavens and the Earth” into motion and established His Law and His
Word. NONE of it can be changed. The Antichrist oppresses the Saints and tries to change God’s “set
times” and God’s law. But he can’t.
John’s vision is similar.
•

“Men worshiped the dragon because he had given authority to the beast, and they also worshiped
the beast and asked, “Who is like the beast? Who can make war against him?” The beast was given
a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise his authority for forty-two months.
He opened his mouth to blaspheme God and to slander his name and his dwelling place and those
who live in heaven. He was given power to make war against the saints and to conquer them. And
he was given authority over every tribe, people, language, and nation. All inhabitants of the earth
will worship the beast—all whose names have not been written in the book of life belonging to the
Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world.” Revelation 13:1–8

Those who worship the beast, Antichrist, are unbelievers-those whose names are not written in the Book
of Life. The Antichrist will exercise his authority for 42 Months (this is 3½ years). Earlier, John uses the
same term of 42 months. “They will trample on the holy city for 42 months” (Revelation 11:2–4).
Continuing…
•

“But the court will sit, and his power will be taken away and completely destroyed forever. Then
the sovereignty, power, and greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be handed over
to the saints, the people of the Most High. His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all
rulers will worship and obey him.”

In chapter two, the “feet” of the statue in King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream was made of clay, just like pottery.
“Feet,” as you know, have ten toes, which are most likely a “picture” of the Ten Nation Confederacy. And
in the King’s dream, there was a “Rock” (not cut by human hands) Jesus Christ struck the “feet” and
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smashed them “like” pottery. And when He does, the Ten Nation Confederacy and the Antichrist will be
obliterated. THEN “His Kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom” speaks of the Millennial Kingdom that
will be established after Jesus RETURNS-in the New Jerusalem.
As we get ready to conclude chapter 7 of Daniel and the “overview” of World History concerning the
Gentile Nations-leading up to the RETURN of Jesus Christ. Let’s jump to Revelation 17. There John will
solidify Daniel’s vision concerning the rise of the Revised Roman Empire, the emergence of the “beast”Antichrist and their ultimate demise.
Summary of John’s vision in Revelation 17.
•

“Then, the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a desert. There I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet
beast that was covered with blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten horns. The woman
was dressed in purple and scarlet and was glittering with gold, precious stones, and pearls. She held
a golden cup in her hand, filled with abominable things and the filth of her adulteries. This title was
written on her forehead:
MYSTERY
BABYLON THE GREAT
THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES
AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.

•

“I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of those who bore testimony
to Jesus. When I saw her, I was greatly astonished. Then the angel said to me: “Why are you,
astonished? I will explain to you the mystery of the woman and of the beast she rides, which has
the seven heads and ten horns. The beast, which you saw, once was, now is not, and will come up
out of the Abyss and go to his destruction. The inhabitants of the earth whose names have not been
written in the book of life from the creation of the world will be astonished when they see the beast
because he once was, now is not, and yet will come. “This calls for a mind with wisdom. The seven
heads are seven hills on which the woman sits. They are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one
is, the other has not yet come, but when he does come, he must remain for a little while. The
beast who once was, and now is not, is an eighth king. He belongs to the seven and is going to
his destruction. “The ten horns you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but
who for one hour will receive authority as kings along with the beast. They have one purpose and
will give their power and authority to the beast. They will make war against the Lamb, but the
Lamb will overcome them because he is Lord of lords and King of kings—and with him will be his
called, chosen and faithful followers… After this, I saw another angel coming down from heaven.
He had great authority, and the earth was illuminated by his splendor. With a mighty voice, he
shouted: “Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great! Revelation 17:1–18:24

“Who is ‘Mystery Babylon?’” To answer that question, I will limit my commentary to the following verses
from the previous text.
•

“They are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come, but when he does
come, he must remain for a little while. The beast who once was, and now is not, is an eighth king.
He belongs to the seven and is going to his destruction.”
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To begin:
•

“They are also Seven Kings, five have fallen.”

John sees “Seven Kings.”
That’s interesting because earlier King Nebuchadnezzar saw Four Empires-ruled by Kings.
Why the discrepancy?
There is none!
King Nebuchadnezzar was looking forward from the “Present Time” he was in.
Therefore, King Nebuchadnezzar saw the:
1. Babylonian Empire
2. Medo-Persian Empire
3. Greek Empire
4. Roman Empire
On the other hand, John is “looking BACK” in time. So, from his perspective, he sees Five Kings.
1. Egyptian Empire
2. Assyrian Empire
3. Babylonian Empire
4. Medo-Persian Empire
5. Greek Empire
John continues…
•

“One is.”
6. Roman Empire -John was sent to the Island of Patmos by the Romans, and the Romans
were still in power when John “looking BACK” penned Revelation. The Roman Empire
didn’t completely die, and in a sense, a remnant is still alive in Rome today.

John continues…
•

“The other has not yet come.”
7. Revised Roman Empire- “Ten Kings”-Ten Nation Confederacy.

John continues…
•

“The beast who once was, and now is not, is an eighth king. He belongs to the seven and is going
to his destruction.”

The beast-Antichrist is an eighth king, but he goes to his destruction and he dies. Also, (he), the Antichrist
“belongs to the “seven.”
So, who is the eighth King, and what is the eighth Kingdom, called?
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8. Jesus Christ is King of the “Millennial Kingdom”-HIS Kingdom will NEVER END!
So, who is “Mystery Babylon?”
The Romans sent “John” to the Island of Patmos, where he was in exile. John could NOT indicate any
future concerning the Romans by using the term “Romans” as he would have certainly been killed for
doing so. So, John most likely “encrypted” the Scripture by using the word “Mystery Babylon” instead of
the word, “Romans.” Therefore, “Mystery Babylon” is most likely referring to the “Romans” and the
“Revised Roman Empire” to come.
As we conclude the first 7 chapters, please keep in mind that these chapters were written in Aramaic as
they dealt with the Gentile Nations. Each of these Gentile Nations treated “God’s People” harshly.
However, the worst is yet to come for “God’s People” when the Seventh Empire-Revised Roman and
Antichrist comes onto the scene.
But the END will come- “Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great!”
Following in chapters 8-12, these chapters were written in Hebrew. This is appropriate as these chapters
deal with the “Nation of Israel” and includes the most significant passages of Scripture in the Bible
concerning the Nation of Israel.
Chapter Eight- Daniel’s second vision.
•

“In the third year of King Belshazzar’s reign, I, Daniel, had a vision…”

To begin, you’ll recall King Belshazzar from the fifth chapter. He’s the King who had a drunken orgy with
1,000 of his nobles. He also gave orders to bring in the “articles” King Nebuchadnezzar had taken from
the Temple in Jerusalem so they could “drink” from them. This revealed the “picture” of what the term
“abomination that causes desolation” looks like. Later, the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on
the plaster of the wall, “near the lampstand.” “Daniel is summoned to interpret the writing on the wall and
predicts that King Belshazzar’s Kingdom would be given to the Medes and Persians. And that same night
that's “exactly” what happened.
Continuing…
•

“In my vision, I saw myself in the citadel of Susa in the province of Elam; in the vision, I was
beside the Ulai Canal.”

When Daniel envisioned himself in Susa, it was a “nothing” town and was located about 250 miles East of
Babylon. However, hundreds of years later, during the Persian Empire, it became one of the Persian
Capitals. Interestingly, the prophet Nehemiah resided there. Queen Esther, who we looked at earlier, was
also from Susa.
Continuing…
•

“I looked up, and there before me was a ram with two horns... I watched the ram as he charged
toward the west and the north and the south. No animal could stand against him, and none could
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rescue from his power. He did as he pleased and became great…Suddenly a goat…came toward
the two-horned ram…I saw him attack the ram furiously… the goat knocked him to the ground and
trampled on him, and none could rescue the ram from his power. The goat became very great, but
at the height of his power, his large horn was broken off, and in its place, four prominent horns
grew up toward the four winds of heaven. Out of one of them came another horn, which started
small but grew in power to the south and to the east and toward the Beautiful Land.”
The Ram with two horns is the two Kings of the Media and Persia Empire.
The “goat” is Alexander the Great, and he conquers Media and Persia and the rest of the known world.
This happened just as Daniel had prophesied earlier. But Alexander the Great dies “his large horn was
broken off,” and The Greek Empire is divided into Four Kingdoms (four horns) with a NEW King in
control of each of the Four Kingdoms.
Out of one of the Four Kingdoms, “another horn, which started small,” emerges. Keep in mind that this
“small horn” is NOT the “little horn” depicting the Antichrist in chapter 7. Instead, this small horn is
Antiochus Epiphanes (The Ruler of Syria), and he’s moving towards the “Beautiful Land,” which is
ISRAEL. Antiochus Epiphanes intended to conquer Egypt. But to reach Egypt, he will have to cross
through Israel. So, he forced his will and “heavy hand” upon “Israel.”
Continuing…
•

“It set itself up to be as great as the Prince of the host.”

Keep in mind that “It” is referring to a person-Antiochus Epiphanes who was obviously delusional when
he thought he was equal or “as great” as the “Prince” (most likely a reference to Messiah) of the “host”
(Israel). But the truth is that Antiochus Epiphanes is actually a pawn of the “Prince of the Air”-Satan. With
this in mind, remember that ANYONE “claiming” to be the Messiah, being equal with the Messiah, or is
one of God’s Angelic “Princes,” i.e., Michael or Gabriel is definitely under Satan’s control or severely
mentally ill.
Daniel’s vision continues…
•

“It took away the daily sacrifice from him, and the place of his sanctuary was brought low. Because
of rebellion, the host of the saints and the daily sacrifice were given over to it. It prospered in
everything it did, and truth was thrown to the ground. Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another
holy one said to him, “How long will it take for the vision to be fulfilled—the vision concerning the
daily sacrifice, the rebellion that causes desolation, and the surrender of the sanctuary and of the
host that will be trampled underfoot?” He said to me, “It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings;
then the sanctuary will be re-consecrated.”

Interestingly, you will notice the term “rebellion that causes desolation” used to describe the vile acts
against God and His People. But in chapter 11, we will read about Antiochus Epiphanes again, and there,
the term “desolation that causes abomination” is used to describe the “above.”
Regarding the term “abomination that causes desolation”- (“Present”). Antiochus Epiphanes outlawed
all forms of Jewish worship, including circumcision and daily sacrifices. He set up a “pagan” altar and
offered sacrifices to pagan gods instead of to the God of the Bible. Pigs that are unclean animals and
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detestable to the Jews were offered at this altar, and “Truth,” God’s Word, was burned and thrown to the
ground. These are all “abominations.” Later, after the Second Temple was destroyed, the “Dome of the
Rock” was built on the “Temple Mount.” This is the “desolation.”
That said, God’s promises are true. And just as Daniel had prophesied, 2,300 days later, (or 6.4 years)
God’s Temple (First Temple) was re-consecrated. Judas, the Maccabee, entered, cleaned house, and the
“sanctuary was “re-consecrated.” Judas the Maccabee had “brought back” the “articles,” which had been
taken out of the Temple by King Nebuchadnezzar and later brought to King Belshazzar’s palace. The
“Highlight” of this re-consecration was when Judas went to relight the “Lampstand” (Menorah). Judas
found only one day’s supply of “Specially Pressed” Olive Oil. He reignited the “Lampstand” anyway, and
God miraculously kept the Menorah lit for eight days while the new oil could be pressed. This “event” is
now celebrated by the Jews and is called the “Feast of Dedication” or Hanukkah, which we looked at
earlier.
Chapter Nine-This is Daniel’s third vision.

Daniel chapter 9 is the most significant passage in the Bible concerning God’s LOVE
for His Land-Israel, His LOVE for His People-the Jews, and His LOVE for His homeJerusalem
Please keep in mind that as we review chapters 9-12, we’re looking at “Events” that will take place in
Israel’s Future. Also, keep in mind that the Church has been “Gathered” BEFORE the events outlined in
chapters 9-12 take place. Therefore, the Church will not experience the events described in these chapters.
•

“In the first year of Darius, son of Xerxes (a Mede by descent), who was made ruler over the
Babylonian kingdom.”

This is the same “Darius” who threw Daniel into the lion’s den in chapter 6. And it was Darius who initiated
a “decree” concerning the God of the Bible, which according to the Law of the Mede’s, could not be
rescinded.
Continuing…
•

“In the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures, according to the word of
the LORD given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy
years.”

Daniel refers to Jeremiah’s prophecy. You’ll recall at the beginning of our study, we looked at one passage
in Jeremiah concerning the “70” years. Here’s another passage in Jeremiah.
•

“This is what the LORD says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you
and fulfill my gracious promise to bring you back to this place. For I know the plans I have for
you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek
me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you,” declares the LORD
“and will bring you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and places where I
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have banished you,” declares the LORD, “and will bring you back to the place from which I carried
you into exile.” Jeremiah 29:10–14
Continuing, with his vision, Daniel is lamenting with God over the sins of his people, the Jews.
•

“I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, in fasting, and in
sackcloth and ashes…We have been wicked and have rebelled; we have turned away from your
commands and laws. We have not listened to your servants, the prophets, who spoke in your name
to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land…Lord, you are righteous,
but this day we are covered with shame—the men of Judah and people of Jerusalem and all
Israel, both near and far, in all the countries where you have scattered us because of our
unfaithfulness to you…All Israel has transgressed your law and turned away, refusing to obey
you. “Therefore, the curses and sworn judgments written in the Law of Moses, the servant of God,
have been poured out on us because we have sinned against you… O Lord…turn away your anger
and your wrath from Jerusalem, your city, your holy hill…For your sake, O Lord, look with favor
on your desolate sanctuary…We do not make requests of you because we are righteous, but because
of your great mercy…While I was speaking and praying, confessing my sin and the sin of my
people Israel, and making my request to the LORD my God for his holy hill.”

Interestingly, many of God’s “Servants” in the Bible dealt with “major” sin issues. However, NO major
sin issue is mentioned in the book of “Daniel”-regarding Daniel.
This is important to note because Daniel still realizes that he is “sinful.” So, he confesses his sin and the
sin of his people, the Jews.
You will recall that in chapter 6, we learned that Daniel was a “servant of prayer.” He prayed to God three
times a day, facing the “direction” of Jerusalem from his open window.
Now, here, we learn that Daniel also fasted along with his prayer.
Interestingly, it is AFTER Daniel’s confession of his sin and the sin of his people the Jews, that the most
significant passage of Scripture concerning the Nation of Israel, the Jewish People, and Jerusalem, emerges.
Daniel’s vision continues…
•

“Gabriel, the man I had seen in the earlier vision, came to me. He instructed me and said to me,
“Daniel, I have now come to give you insight and understanding…Therefore, consider the message
and understand the vision.”

“Gabriel,” the Angelic Commander comes to Daniel and provides him with insight and understanding
concerning his vision. You’ll recall that it was also Gabriel who provided Daniel with insight and
understanding in Daniel chapter 8. Interestingly, this is the first time in Scripture where God’s Angel
“Gabriel” is mentioned by name.
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Earlier, I mentioned that God has a calendar, which is based upon Only ONE
Nation-The Nation of Israel. God also has a “stopwatch” to mark off His “settimes” or “appointed times.”
Following, we will learn that God ordained a “set-time” of “490” years for the
Nation of Israel, and He set His stopwatch accordingly.
In summary, God’s “set time” of 490 years is divided into three parts.
1) “7 7’s” or 49 years.
2) “62 7’s” or 434 years.
3) The FINAL "7" years.
The first two “set times” of “7 7’s” and “62 7’s” (483 years) have already ticked away.
Here is a summary of the Final “7” Years.
1. Plan of Peace-the Antichrist brokers a “Peace Plan” with “Many Nations” and Israel. And sacrifices
re-instituted in The Third Temple (to be built or already built).
2. Pause is Turned Off- God takes His finger off “Pause” and the Final “7” years of time or the “Time
of Tribulation” starts ticking away.
3. Prophesy is Fulfilled- in the middle of the “seven” (1,260 days or 3½ years later), the Antichrist
will abolish the “daily sacrifices.” He will declare himself to be God or some “other” blasphemy,
which fulfills the final “abomination that causes desolation.”
4. Place to Flee- “Surviving Israel” most likely flees to Petra.
5. Place of the Final War-the Tribulation continues, leading to the “Battle of Armageddon.”

Jesus RETURNS!
6. Presents Given-Jesus allocates another 75 days to take care of “Kingdom Business.”
7. Places to Live - All believers return to live in “rooms” or “Tabernacles” with Jesus in the New
Jerusalem for 1,000 years (Millennial reign).
That said, the following should be easily understood.
Daniel’s vision continues…
•

“Seventy Sevens are decreed for your people and your holy city…”

Some Bible translators have chosen to use the term 70 “Weeks” instead of “70 7’s.” So, the notation in
your Bible might read “Daniel’s 70 Weeks.” This is incorrect.
“Seventy ‘sevens’” (“70 7’s) is referring to “490 Years” as 70 X “7” equals 490 years.
And within God’s “set-time” of “490” years, God is going to accomplish His purposes for His People-The
Nation of Israel and His Holy City-Jerusalem.
Daniel’s vision continues…
•

“To finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting
righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy.”
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Throughout 490 years, God will accomplish the following SIX things:
1. Finish transgression-there is an end to Israel’s unbelief.
2. Put an end to sin- there is an end to the sacrificial system.
3. Atone for wickedness- there is an end to looking for the first coming of Messiah-HE will come
and atone for all sin.
4. Bring in an everlasting righteousness-there is an end to looking for the RETURN of Messiah-He
will come.
5. Seal up vision and prophecy- there is an end for the need for “visions” and “prophecies.”
6. Anoint the most holy-there is an end to the First and Second Temples, which were built and later
destroyed. The Third Temple will also be built by the Jews, but it too will be destroyed. However,
when Messiah RETURNS, he will build His “most holy” eternal Temple in the “New Jerusalem.”
Daniel’s vision continues…
•

“Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until
the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven ‘sevens,’ and sixty-two ‘sevens…

Daniel’s prophesy indicates that to restore and rebuild Jerusalem, it would take “7 7’s” or 49 years, and
that’s precisely what happened. Also, Daniel’s prophesy indicates it would take “62 7’s” or 434 years for
the “Anointed One” (Messiah) to arrive (His Triumphal Entry), and that also happened precisely.
Daniel’s vision continues…
•

“After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the Anointed One will be cut off and will have nothing. The people
of the ruler who will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary.”

The “Anointed One”-Messiah-Jesus was “cut off” and will have nothing-HE DIED.
The “people of the ruler” are the Romans who destroyed “the City” Jerusalem and “the sanctuary,” the
Second Temple in 70 AD.
Later, the “Dome of the Rock” was constructed on the Temple Mount. This is the “abomination that causes
desolation,” “Present.”
So, what happened to the FINAL “7” years?
Let’s find out.
Daniel’s vision continues…
•

“The end will come like a flood: War will continue until the end, and desolations have been decreed.
He will confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven.’ In the middle of the ‘seven,’ he will put an
end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing of the temple, he will set up an abomination that
causes desolation until the end that is decreed is poured out on him.”

Before the “Final” 7 Years of “Time,” also called the “Time of the Tribulation”- the Antichrist will
“confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven” (7 years). We believe this is to be a “covenant of peace”
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with Israel and her enemies. The “Third Temple” will most likely have been already built, and the daily
sacrifices reinstituted.
It is this “event” which will initiate God, to “restart” His stopwatch as the
FINAL “7” years of “Time” will then count down.
Before we continue, let me draw your attention to the Red Heifer- a
reddish-brown cow. It must be no more than two years old and never had
a yoke on it. The Red Heifer was used on the sacrificial system of the
Mosaic Law. After the Red Heifer was sacrificed, her blood was sprinkled
at the door of the Tabernacle. The Bible is clear; one day, there will be a
Third Temple in Jerusalem, and the religious Jews will reinstitute the
Temple sacrifices. They will also need red heifers. I’ve read articles that
indicate that “perfect” Red Heifers now exist in Israel and that “all” Holy
Articles for the Temple have been constructed. However, no public mention has even been made as to the
existence or location of the “Ark of Covenant,” which will also be required to re-initiate the sacrificial
system in the Third Temple.
Continuing…
In the “middle of the seven” (3 ½ years, or 1,260 days or “Time, Times and Half a Time”), the Antichrist
will put an end to “sacrifice and offering.”
And on the “wing of the Temple” (in the Holy Place), he will stand and declare himself to be god (or some
other blasphemy).
The remaining 3 ½ years of “Tribulation” will continue. But the END of the Antichrist is certain. He is
destined for the “Lake of Fire.”
Therefore when…
➢ Jesus said, “When you see standing in the holy place, “the abomination that causes desolation”
spoken of through the prophet Daniel?”
Jesus is referring to this final FUTURE- “abomination that causes desolation.”
Before moving on to chapter ten, let me address a popular question.
Do the Jews have to build the Third Temple on The Temple Mount, or can they build it on “another”
location? And what do we say about the Dome of the Rock? To begin, the word is out-the Jews are planning
to build the Third Temple. However, I can’t imagine the Jews building the Third Temple on any other
location then the Temple Mount. As far as the “Dome of the Rock” is concerned, it will either be moved
or removed. Another option is that the Third Temple will be built on The Temple Mount away from the
Dome of the Rock. That said, for the Jews, the building The Third Temple is a precursor for their “Messiah”
to come. Jews (as a whole) don’t believe that Jesus is the Messiah. Therefore, the Jews want the Third
Temple built because they want the Messiah to come.
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The U.S. Embassy is Relocated to Jerusalem
Now that you understand Daniel 9, you can appreciate all the “News” concerning Israel and Jerusalem.
You will recall that in 2018, President Trump moved the United States Embassy from “Tel Aviv” to Israel’s
Capital- “Jerusalem.” This move coincided with Israel’s 70th Anniversary, and during his speech
commemorating the opening of the United States Embassy, Israel’s Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu,
said the following.
•

“I want to tell you that the Jewish people have a long memory, so we remember the proclamation
of the great king, Cyrus the Great, the Persian king 2,500 years ago. He proclaimed that the Jewish
exiles in Babylon could come back and rebuild our Temple in Jerusalem. We remember a hundred
years ago, Lord Balfour, who issued the Balfour Proclamation that recognized the rights of the
Jewish people in our ancestral homeland. We remembered 70 years ago; President Harry S. Truman
was the first leader to recognize the Jewish state. And we remember how a few weeks ago, President
Donald J. Trump recognized Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. Mr. President, this will be remembered
by our people through the ages.”

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s comments mentioned four people. They are:
1) King Cyrus
2) Lord Balfour
3) President Harry S. Truman
4) President Donald J. Trump
Let’s take a closer look at each of these four individuals and their influence on the Nation of Israel, God’s
People-the Jews, and God’s City, Jerusalem.

King Cyrus
After “King Cyrus” rose to power, he did something extraordinary. King Cyrus allowed the Jewish People,
who had been exiled in Babylon, to leave Babylon and return to Jerusalem. He also contributed significant
sums of money so that God’s People could rebuild The Temple, which King Nebuchadnezzar had
destroyed. This was a miracle. However, the “Greater Miracle” was that this fulfilled a prophecy Isaiah,
the prophet, had made over 150 years earlier. Isaiah even mentioned “Cyrus” by name in his prophecy.
•

“This is what the LORD says—your Redeemer, who formed you in the womb: I am the LORD, the
Maker of all things, who stretches out the heavens, who spreads out the earth by myself, who foils
the signs of false prophets and makes fools of diviners, who overthrows the learning of the wise
and turns it into nonsense, who carries out the words of his servants and fulfills the predictions of
his messengers, who says of Jerusalem, ‘It shall be inhabited,’ of the towns of Judah, ‘They shall
be rebuilt,’ and of their ruins, ‘I will restore them,’ who says to the watery deep, ‘Be dry, and I will
dry up your streams,’ who says of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd and will accomplish all that I please;
he will say of Jerusalem, “Let it be rebuilt,” and of the temple, “Let its foundations be laid.”’
Isaiah 44:24-28

•

“This is what the LORD says to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of to subdue
nations before him and to strip kings of their armor, to open doors before him so that gates will not
be shut: I will go before you and will level the mountains; I will break down gates of bronze and
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cut through bars of iron. I will give you the treasures of darkness, riches stored in secret places, so
that you may know that I am the LORD, the God of Israel…I am the LORD, and there is no other;
apart from me, there is no God. I will strengthen you, though you have not acknowledged me so
that from the rising of the sun to the place of its setting men may know there is none besides me. I
am the LORD, and there is no other. I form the light and create darkness, I bring prosperity and
create disaster; I, the LORD, do all these things. “You heavens above, rain down righteousness; let
the clouds shower it down. Let the earth open wide, let salvation spring up, let righteousness grow
with it; I, the LORD, have created it…I will raise up Cyrus in my righteousness: I will make all
his ways straight. He will rebuild my city and set my exiles free, but not for a price or reward,
says the LORD Almighty… Truly you are a God who hides, O God, and Savior of Israel. All the
makers of idols will be put to shame and disgraced; they will go off into disgrace together. But
Israel will be saved by the LORD with an everlasting salvation; you will never be put to shame or
disgraced, to ages everlasting. For this is what the LORD says— he who created the heavens, he is
God; he who fashioned and made the earth, he founded it; he did not create it to be empty but
formed it to be inhabited—he says: “I am the LORD, and there is no other. I have not spoken in
secret, from somewhere in a land of darkness; I have not said to Jacob’s descendants, ‘Seek me in
vain.’ I, the LORD, speak the truth; I declare what is right... Turn to me and be saved, all you ends
of the earth; for I am God, and there is no other. By myself, I have sworn, my mouth has uttered in
all integrity a word that will not be revoked: Before me, every knee will bow; by me, every tongue
will swear. They will say of me, ‘In the LORD alone are righteousness and strength.’” All who have
raged against him will come to him and be put to shame. But in the LORD, all the descendants of
Israel will be found righteous and will exult.” Isaiah 45:1–25

Lord Balfour

Towards the end of World War I, one of the most
remarkable documents concerning the “Jewish People” was
written. It is known as the “Balfour Declaration,” and it was
delivered to “Lord Rothchild.” The lineage of the
Rothschilds is Jewish, and they are “Zionists.” They also
yielded “Great Influence” in England as the emergence of
a Jewish State continued to grow in the hearts of all
“Zionists.”
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President Harry S. Truman
The following comes from the book entitled, “No Body Knows” by Dr. Craig von Buseck. It will help you
to understand President Harry S. Truman’s heart for the Jewish People.
❖ The life of Harry S. Truman intersected with the Zionist Movement with monumental historic
ramifications as the world considered the fate of the Jews after the Holocaust. It fell to the former
farmer and haberdasher from Kansas City to decide whether the world would keep its promise to
the Jews, given in the famous Balfour Declaration during World War I, offering a homeland in
Palestine—the ancient Promised Land…He would also read through the Bible twice by the time he
was 12-years-old, and several times after that. As Harry matured, so did the Zionist Movement. The
Russian Jews who entered Palestine beginning in the 1880s were idealistic colonizers determined
to tame the land. The soil was sandy and rocky, water was scarce, marshes were full of malaria, and
the settlers had little agricultural experience. But soon, the powerful Baron Edmond James de
Rothschild was made aware of the settlement and was convinced to become a benefactor. With his
help, major progress was made, and soon thousands of Jews were pouring into what they called
“Eretz Israel.”
❖ The Zionist Movement experienced a “major” breakthrough in November of 1917 with the adoption
of The Balfour Declaration—a promise enshrined in international law by the League of Nations in
the British Mandate during the post-war peace process. In the next quarter of a century, the Jewish
people came perilously close to losing their promised homeland in their ancient Promised Land.
When the Nazis seized power in Germany, the Jews of Europe suddenly faced the nightmare of life
under Hitler. As the Allies moved through Europe in World War II, the reality of the Nazi’s crimes
against the Jews became fully known. The world was shocked by the wanton murder of 6 million
Jews at the hands of the Nazis. Harry Truman succeeded Franklin Roosevelt as President in April
of 1948 as World War II raged on. President Truman was faced with the overwhelming task of
finding homes for the hundreds of thousands of homeless Jews left in refugee camps across Europe.
Most of Truman’s advisors feared a coming war with the Soviet Union and counseled the president
against supporting a Jewish state and angering the Arabs—whose oil would be needed.
❖ But in May of 1948, as the British pulled out of Palestine, five Arab armies sat on the border of
Jewish Palestine, ready to invade. On that fateful day, David Ben-Gurion, the leader of the Jews,
stood in Tel Aviv and declared the establishment of the State of Israel. This momentous
proclamation ended nearly 2,000 years of Jewish exile…Eleven minutes after Israel became a
nation at midnight on May 15, 1948, President Harry S. Truman directed the United States to
become the first nation to recognize the new Jewish State. Harry Truman did what he thought was
right—and as a result, played a part in seeing biblical prophecy fulfilled… The following year,
Israel’s Chief Rabbi, Isaac Halevi Herzog, met with the president in the White House and told
Truman, “he had been given the task once fulfilled by the mighty king of Persia, and that he too,
like Cyrus, would occupy a place of honor in the annals of the Jewish people.” Soon after leaving
the White House in 1953, Truman was invited to speak at the Hebrew Theological Seminary in
NYC. When he was introduced by his friend, Eddie Jacobson, as the leader who helped create the
State of Israel, Truman snapped, “What do you mean ‘helped create’? I am Cyrus!”
It is uncanny that President Harry S. Truman would compare himself to King Cyrus. But before we look
at “Cyrus,” let’s look at Lord Balford.
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President Donald J. Trump
President Trump’s decision to move the United States Embassy to Jerusalem has significant prophetic
implications. To begin, it put the “conflict” between the Palestinians and the Israelis back onto the
international forefront. Palestinians want their own “State” (in Israel), and the Jews want to build the Third
Temple on the Temple Mount. So, how will this happen? More than likely will be a “Peace Treaty.”
President Trump’s son in law, Jared Kushner (who is Jewish), and President Trump’s daughter Ivanka
(who converted to Judaism before she married Jared) are leading the efforts to formulate a “Peace Treaty.”
But please keep in mind that this is NOT the “Peace Treaty” we looked at in chapter 9. That Peace Treaty
will occur after “believers” have been “Gathered” and the 7-year Tribulation begins. But there must be a
Third Temple for the events Daniel mentioned in chapter 9 to take place. Therefore, we are seeing the
formulation of Biblical Prophecy “coming together” right before our eyes. We are in the “Last Days.”
All that said, we must remember that Israel is God’s People and that Jerusalem is “God’s City.” God’s
ultimate goal is for the redemption of the Jewish People and the redemption of Jerusalem.
So yes, God used King Cyrus, Lord Balfour, President Harry S. Truman for that purpose, and now God is
using President Donald J. Trump, too.
In the following Psalm, we see God’s heart for Jerusalem again.
•

“Hear my prayer, O LORD; let my cry for help come to you…My heart is blighted and withered like
grass; I forget to eat my food. Because of my loud groaning, I am reduced to skin and bones… But
you, O LORD, sit enthroned forever; your renown endures through all generations. You will arise
and have compassion on Zion…the nations will fear the name of the LORD, all the kings of the earth
will revere your glory. For the LORD will rebuild Zion and appear in his glory…the LORD looked
down from his sanctuary on high, from heaven he viewed the earth, to hear the groans of the
prisoners and release those condemned to death.” So, the name of the LORD will be declared in Zion
and his praise in Jerusalem when the peoples and the kingdoms assemble to worship the LORD…In
the beginning, you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands.
They will perish, but you remain.” Psalm 102

Chapter Ten- This is Daniel’s fourth vision, which encompasses chapters 1-12.
•

“In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia, a revelation was given to Daniel (who was called
Belteshazzar).” Its message was true, and it concerned a great war.”

Interestingly, as we begin chapter 10, we see King Cyrus is mentioned. In the previous chapter, we saw the
first year of King Darius’s reign. But here in chapter ten, we see the third-year reign of King Cyrus, also
referred to as King Darius. You’ll recall that “Belteshazzar” was the name given to Daniel by King
Nebuchadnezzar in chapter one. Keep in mind that in the first year of King Cyrus’s reign, he told God’s
people they could go back to Jerusalem. This fulfilled Isaiah’s prophesy made over 150 years earlier and
where Isaiah names “Cyrus” by name. Daniel also envisions a “Great War,” and this Great War has
several possible meanings.
Daniel’s vision continues…
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“At that time, I, Daniel, mourned for three weeks. I ate no choice food; no meat or wine touched
my lips, and I used no lotions at all until the three weeks were over.”

Again, we see another “aspect” of Daniel’s prayer life-a “partial fast” as he ate no “choice food.” But we
also see that Daniel mourned, and he was discouraged and distressed. The most likely reason is that many
of God’s people had chosen to remain in Babylon. Many had become so “comfortable” that they didn’t
want to go back to Jerusalem, where they were needed to help in the rebuilding of the Temple. But don’t
worry, in the next chapter, we’ll discover how God got the Israelis to leave Babylon. This leads to the
obvious concerning Daniel or “any person” who desires to be used by God. Accomplishing “God’s Will”
is not easy. Often times, God’s “man or woman” carries a “load” of concern. This seems to be the “state
of mind” Daniel was in. And for three weeks, he prayed and “fasted.” But there is HOPE!
Daniel’s vision continues…
•

“On the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I was standing on the bank of the great river, the
Tigris, I looked up and there before me was a man dressed in linen, with a belt of the finest gold
around his waist. His body was like chrysolite, his face like lightning, his eyes like flaming torches,
his arms, and legs like the gleam of burnished bronze, and his voice like the sound of a multitude…”

This is most likely Jesus, who appears to Daniel again. Daniel had encountered Jesus in his first vision
in chapter seven. You’ll also recall that John’s vision of Jesus was similar in Revelation 1:12–18, which
we also looked at in chapter seven.
Daniel’s vision continues…
•

“I had no strength left, my face turned deathly pale, and I was helpless.”

The “starting” point for God’s “children” is on our knees-broken and helpless. With this kind of person,
God can accomplish great things.
Daniel’s vision continues…
• “Then, I heard him speaking…He said, “Daniel, you who are highly esteemed, carefully consider
the words I am about to speak to you…”
God loves each of His children. However, some have a “special” place in His heart.
❖ John, the disciple whom Jesus loved.
❖ Abraham, the friend of God.
❖ David-a man after God’s own heart.
Daniel’s vision continues…
•

“Do not be afraid, Daniel.”

One of God’s Angels came to comfort Daniel personally (“do not be afraid”) in response to his prayers.
Angels are “ministering spirits,” which “assist” God’s children in “unseen” ways.
Moving forward, I’ll ascribe the term “Ministering Angel” to this Angel, who came to comfort Daniel.
Remember that there are two “groups” of Angels.
1. God’s Angels- “ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation” (Hebrews 1:14).
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2. Fallen Angels are 1/3 of God’s Angels under the leadership of Lucifer (Satan), who rebelled against
God and “Fell.”
There is an “invisible battle” taking place in the heavenlies and on the earth amongst God’s Angels and
Satan’s Fallen Angels, which we cannot see. It’s possible that Daniel’s earlier reference to a “Great War”
could be referring to this “invisible battle” taking place.
•

“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against
the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms
(Ephesians 6:12–13).

Continuing…
•

“Since the first day that you set your mind to gain understanding and to humble yourself before
your God, your words were heard, and I have come in response to them.”
❖ “Understanding” is a reference to reading and studying the Word of God to gain understanding“Wisdom.”
❖ “Humility” is a reference to acknowledging your sin and sinfulness before the God of the Bible.
It’s a mindset that totally “gets” that I am NOT in control of anything. It’s a posture that has moved
away from “God-give-me” to God “USE” me.” It’s saying and meaning, “God, I am available.
Please use me in ANY way for the furtherance of ‘YOUR’ Kingdom. God, please do ‘whatever’
you have to do in my life so that I will choose You and Your ways in ‘EVERY’ circumstance and
situation. God, please make me into an instrument that trusts in “You” and “You” alone and NOT
on my ‘own’ understanding.”
God’s “Ministering Angel” came in response to Daniel’s “words”-his prayers. The “Ministering Angel”
indicates that Daniel’s prayers were heard by God because he “set his mind” to gain understanding and to
humble himself before ALL-Mighty God.
But what is the “First Day” referring too?
Is it the “first day” of the three weeks (21 days) when Daniel was praying?
NO! It couldn’t be because of the “understanding” and wisdom Daniel had already displayed.
Therefore, I believe the “first day” means there was a “Day” in Daniel’s life when he decided to “set” his
mind to gain understanding and to humble himself before God. And it was on “That Day” the “first
day” that God began to hear Daniel’s prayers. Personally, I believe “that day” was when Daniel was still
living in Israel (as a young man) before he was kidnapped to Babylon. That said, with what you now know,
how would you pray if you were one of the Hebrews kidnapped by King Nebuchadnezzar?
Probably something like this:
•

“God, I have sinned against you… Our people have sinned against you… By your mercy, please
forgive me. Please forgive your people. But God-your Holy City is in ruins. And your Holy people
are scattered from your Holy Land. The Babylonians scorn your Holy name. They blaspheme your
Holy Word. Your “Great Fame” is ridiculed at the pagan alters. You have become a mockery to the
Gentiles. But God, please set “things” right-the way you have revealed yourself in your Word… I
am asking not for myself but because of your revealed will in your Word… Please allow your
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people to go back to Israel to rebuild your Holy City and your Holy Temple. Please make me into
a useful vessel…Whatever you have to do to make that happen, I am willing.” AMEN!
In conclusion, do you want your prayers to be heard by God? “Set your mind to gain understanding and to
humble yourself before God.”
Continuing…
•

“But the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days. Then Michael, one of the chief
princes, came to help me because I was detained there with the king of Persia.”

“Prince” is a reference to “Angel.” In this instance, the “prince” of the Persian kingdom” is a “Fallen
Angel” who battled with the “Ministering Angel” for three weeks. And is the reason why the “Ministering
Angel” was delayed in coming to assist Daniel. They were in an “invisible battle,” which lasted for “21
days” (three weeks), which is the length of time Daniel was praying. However, Michael, (the Angel who
is the defender of Israel) came to help the “Ministering Angel.” Obviously, they won that battle, so the
“Ministering Angel: could come to help Daniel.
Interestingly, Persia (Persian Kingdom) is today known as Iran. And Iran (Israel’s neighboring
“FOE”) has vowed to wipe Israel off the map. Keep in mind that other neighboring Countries share
Iran’s hatred towards the Jews. But that’s nothing new. As we journey together, we’ve seen that the
Egyptian Pharaoh, Haman, Antiochus Epiphanes, The Romans, Hitler, and many others throughout history
shared the same sentiment…
John’s vision enlarges our understanding of the “invisible battles” that have been taking place between
God’s Angels and Satan’s Angels.
• “A great and wondrous sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon
under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head. She was pregnant and cried out in pain as
she was about to give birth… “The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth
so that he might devour her child the moment it was born. She gave birth to a son, a male child,
who will rule all the nations with an iron scepter. And her child was snatched up to God and to his
throne.” Revelation 12:1–17
I believe this “woman” is Israel, and “She” gives birth to a “Son”-Jesus Christ-who came from the Hebrew
Line of Judah. The “twelve stars” are most likely, the “Twelve Tribes of Israel.” But Jesus’s birth didn’t
come without an Angelic battle. The “dragon” is Satan, and he tried to “devour” Jesus “from the moment
He was born” through the evil King Herod.
•

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea…King Herod [was disturbed] …he had called together
all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born.
“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: “‘But you,
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you
will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’” Then Herod called the Magi…He
sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find
him, report to me so that I too may go and worship him…On coming to the house, they [Magi] saw
the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him…And having been
warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route. When
they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the
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child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search
for the child to kill him.” So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for
Egypt, where he stayed until the death of Herod…When Herod realized that he had been outwitted
by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity
who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. Then
what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: “A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping
and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted, because they
are no more.” Matthew 2:1–18
Jesus Christ lived, died, was buried, rose from the grave on the third day, He sends the Precious Holy Spirit
and then ascended into Heaven (He was “snatched up”) where He sits at the Right Hand of His Father’s
Throne. And ONE day He will RETURN (His Second Coming), and He will rule all nations with an “iron
scepter.” You’ll recall that in Chapter two, Jesus’s “iron scepter” will smash the “Feet of Clay”-Ten Nations
of the Revised Roman Empire. Jesus will Rule in The New Jerusalem. In the meantime, before His
RETURN, there are still “invisible battles” yet to take place between God’s Angels and Satan’s Angels.
John continues his vision.
•

“The woman fled into the desert to a place prepared for her by God, where she might be taken care
of for 1,260 days.”

John’s vision fasts forwards to the “Time of Tribulation.” You’ll recall that in the “middle of the seven,”
Antichrist reveals himself, and there will be great persecution of God’s People. However, “Surviving
Israel” will flee to a “place” God prepared for them. He will take care of them for the second half of the
“7” or 1,260 days.
John continues his vision.
•

“And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon
and his angels fought back. But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. The
great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole
world astray. He was hurled to the earth and his angels with him. Then I heard a loud voice in
heaven say: “Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the
authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and
night, has been hurled down…”

A long time ago, “there was war in heaven” (“Great War”). Satan (the dragon) and his Angels were
defeated by Michael and his Angels in the “Heavenly” realm. Satan and his Angels “fell” (was hurled
down) from Heaven to the earth. Satan and his Angels continue to “lead the world astray” as they “battle”
with Michael and his Angels in the “Earthly” realm. Satan and his Angels will lose this war, too.
John continues his vision.
•

“When the dragon saw that he had been hurled to the earth, he pursued the woman who had given
birth to the male child. The woman was given the two wings of a great eagle, so that she might fly
to the place prepared for her in the desert, where she would be taken care of for a time, times and
half a time, out of the serpent’s reach.”
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Satan has been “pursuing” the woman “ISRAEL” from the “beginning,” and he will continue to pursue
“Her.” However, there is another battle that will take place between Satan and Israel during the “Time of
Tribulation”-The Battle of Armageddon. This “battle” could also be what Daniel was referred to
earlier as a “Great War.”
Therefore, after the “Great War” (the Battle of Armageddon), the Jews who survived “Surviving Israel”
will flee and “SHE” (Israel) will be protected from Satan’s reach for a time, times and half a time, (1,260
days or 3 ½ years). Again, this is the “second half” of the “7” or the “End of Time.” But who is “the great
eagle?” The Bible doesn’t say. But what the Bible says is that Israel is the ONLY Nation that God
“promises” He will take care of.
John continues his vision.
•

“Then from his mouth, the serpent spewed water like a river, to overtake the woman and sweep her
away with the torrent.”

The Land of Israel is adjacent to the Mediterranean Sea. What does the “serpent” want to do— “sweep Her
away with the torrent” (into the Mediterranean Sea). Do you know what some of Israel’s neighboring
Countries have said repeatedly? “We will drive Israel into the Sea.” But that will NEVER happen.
John continues his vision.
• “But the earth helped the woman by opening its mouth and swallowing the river that the dragon
had spewed out of his mouth. Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to make war
against the rest of her offspring—those who obey God’s commandments and hold to the testimony
of Jesus.”
“The earth will help Israel by opening its mouth” is most likely a reference to earthquakes. We know that
in the past, many earthquakes occurred in and around Israel. If this is a reference to earthquakes, then
“they” will “help” Israel to defeat their enemies. The bottom line is that Satan CANNOT defeat ISRAEL,
so he goes after “her offspring” -believers who have believed the Gospel of Jesus Christ during the
Tribulation.
Daniel’s vision continues as the “Ministering Angel” is about to explain what will happen to “your people,”
the Jews-the Nation of Israel in their “Future.” The “Book of Truth” is God’s WORD.
•

“Now, I have come to explain to you what will happen to your people in the future, for the vision
concerns a time yet to come…Soon I will return to fight against the prince of Persia, and when I
go, the prince of Greece will come; but first, I will tell you what is written in the Book of Truth.”

Chapter Eleven- Daniel’s vision continues.
•

“And in the first year of Darius the Mede, I took my stand to support and protect him.

“I” is the “Ministering Angel,” and he said that he was assigned to support and protect Darius the Mede,
who was a pagan, unbelieving Gentile.
I’ve always believed that God’s Angels were assigned only to support and protect “God’s people,” but
Daniel debunks that belief.
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The reason the “Ministering Angel” supported and protected Darius is that Darius was the one who allowed
the Jews to return to Israel. God was making SURE that Darius was supported and protected so that
God’s purposes concerning Israel would be accomplished.
God is in control of ALL men, powers, rulers, and authorities for HIS purposes-regardless of whether they
are a believer or an unbeliever.
God can change anyone’s heart and open up anyone’s pocketbook for His Kingdom purposes.
• “The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD; he directs it like a watercourse wherever he pleases”
(Proverbs 21:1).
This Truth that God is in control of EVERYONE and EVERYTHING is “showcased” in this chapter.
God’s “stopwatch” marks off God’s “set times.” There is a beginning, and there is an end to everything
and everyone. And in God’s economy, what seems hard, harsh, and without hope is ONLY a
“moment in time.”
That said, you’ll notice this aspect of a “moment in time” expressed throughout this chapter as:
❖ “Only for a time.”
❖ “At the appointed time.”
❖ “Until the time of.”
❖ “Though for a time.”
❖ “Until the time of the end.”
❖ “Until the time of wrath is completed.”
The rest of this chapter deals with “Times of War” initiated by “Alexander the Great” and “Antiochus
Epiphanes” (we looked both in chapter 8).
We’ll also look at the FINAL “Great War” between MANY Nations (and Antichrist) against Israel at the
“Valley of Megiddo” called Armageddon.
Daniel’s vision continues…
•

“Now then, I tell you the truth: Three more kings will appear in Persia, and then a fourth, who will
be far richer than all the others. When he has gained power by his wealth, he will stir up everyone
against the kingdom of Greece.”

“Three more kings” (Persian Kings) who followed Cyrus were; Cambyses, Smerdis, and Darius the Great.
However, the “fourth” is Xerxes, and he was “far richer than the others.” We know from “History” that 40
years after Cyrus decreed that Israel should return to Jerusalem, most of the Jews were still living in
Babylon. Maybe they got too “comfortable.” Anyhow, God wanted His people “Out.” So how did He
accomplish this? God allowed Xerxes to issue a death decree against the remaining Jews living there. But
God in His mercy also made a way of escape for them.
Daniel’s vision continues…
•

“Then a mighty king will appear, who will rule with great power and do as he pleases. After he has
appeared, his empire will be broken up and parceled out toward the four winds of heaven. It will
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not go to his descendants, nor will it have the power he exercised, because his empire will be
uprooted and given to others.”
The “mighty King” is Alexander the Great, who “warred” against and conquered the entire “known world.
But when Alexander the Great died, his Kingdom was parceled to Four of his Generals who were not his
“descendants.”
As Daniel’s vision continues, there’s an ongoing war taking place between The King of the North-which
is Syria, and The King of the South, which is Egypt.
•

“The king of the South will become strong…The
daughter of the king of the South will go to the king
of the North to make an alliance, but she will not
retain her power, and he and his power will not
last…One from her family line will arise to take her
place. He will attack the forces of the king of the
North and enter his fortress; he will fight against
them and be victorious… Then the king of the
North will invade the realm of the king of the South
but will retreat to his own country…Then the king
of the South will march out in a rage and fight
against the king of the North, who will raise a large
army, but it will be defeated… For the king of the North will muster another army, larger than the
first, and after several years, he will advance with a huge army fully equipped...The forces of the
South will be powerless to resist; even their best troops will not have the strength to stand. The
invader will do as he pleases; no one will be able to stand against him. He will establish himself
in the Beautiful Land and will have the power to destroy it. He will determine to come with the
might of his entire kingdom and will make an alliance with the king of the South. And he will give
him a daughter in marriage in order to overthrow the kingdom, but his plans will not succeed or
help him... In a few years, however, he will be destroyed, yet not in anger or in battle.”

For 200 years after the death of Alexander the Great, there’s an ongoing war between The King of the
North-Syria and The King of the South-Egypt. But for “either side” to engage the other, they had to
cross through Israel- “The Beautiful Land.” And when either side crossed through Israel, they would
often “Vent” harshly against God’s people.
Today, the “battle for Israel” continues. It will not end until the RETURN of Jesus Christ. Also, please
keep Jordan in mind. They are Israel’s neighbors to the East.
Daniel’s vision continues as he transitions to another evil conqueror Antiochus Epiphanes.
•

“He will be succeeded by a contemptible person… When the richest provinces feel secure, he will
invade them and will achieve what neither his fathers nor his forefathers did… He will plot the
overthrow of fortresses—but only for a time. With a large army, he will stir up his strength and
courage against the king of the South. The king of the South will wage war with a large and very
powerful army, but he will not be able to stand because of the plots devised against him…The two
kings, with their hearts bent on evil, will sit at the same table and lie to each other, but to no avail,
because an end will still come at the appointed time. The king of the North will return to his own
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country with great wealth, but his heart will be set against the holy covenant. He will take action
against it and then return to his own country. “At the appointed time, he will invade the South
again, but this time, the outcome will be different from what it was before.”
The war between Antiochus Epiphanes and the King of the South continues. Then he attempts to invade
the King of the South again but this “Time” with a “different outcome.” We know from history that the
Roman Empire forced Antiochus Epiphanes to retreat. But his heart is “set against the holy covenant” the
People of God and the Land of God-Israel.
Continuing…
•

“Ships of the western coastlands will oppose him, and he will lose heart. Then he will turn back
and vent his fury against the holy covenant. He will return and show favor to those who forsake the
holy covenant. His armed forces will rise up to desecrate the temple fortress and will abolish the
daily sacrifice. Then they will set up the abomination that causes desolation.”

On his way back, Antiochus Epiphanes “VENTS” his fury against the Jewish People. He also “favored”
those who “forsake” the Jews. Antiochus Epiphanes desecrated the Temple and abolished the daily
sacrifices. You’ll recall that, whereas, in chapter 8, this was described as the “rebellion that causes
desolation.” Here it is described as the “abomination that causes desolation” (Past), which lasted for Jews
for 2,300 days.
Daniel’s vision continues…
•

“

With flattery, he will corrupt those who have violated the covenant, but the people who know their
God will firmly resist him. “Those who are wise will instruct many, though for a time they will
fall by the sword or be burned or captured or plundered. When they fall, they will receive a little
help, and many who are not sincere will join them. Some of the wise will stumble, so that they may
be refined, purified and made spotless until the time of the end, for it will still come at the
appointed time.”

Antiochus Epiphanes persecuted God’s People. He “killed, burned, captured or plundered” them. In
retrospect, a glance of History reveals the “same” occurred to the Jews for several thousand years before
Antiochus Epiphanes. And also, for several thousand years after. The last “Time” the Jewish People were
“killed, burned, captured or plundered” was during the Holocaust. And, as Daniel is about to reveal, the
Antichrist will also attempt to do the same.
As Daniel’s vision continues, there is a transition to “Future Time.” Also it is referred to as the “END
Time” or the “Time of Tribulation” or the “Final 7 Years.”
•

“The king will do as he pleases. He will exalt and magnify himself above every god and will say
unheard-of things against the God of gods. He will be successful until the time of wrath is
completed, for what has been determined must take place. He will show no regard for the gods of
his fathers or for the one desired by women, nor will he regard any god, but will exalt himself above
them all. Instead of them, he will honor a god of fortresses; a god unknown to his fathers he will
honor with gold and silver, with precious stones and costly gifts. He will attack the mightiest
fortresses with the help of a foreign god and will greatly honor those who acknowledge him. He
will make them rulers over many people and will distribute the land at a price.”
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During the “Time of the End” or “Time of Tribulation,” The “king” Antichrist will magnify “himself” and
blaspheme the “God of Gods”-the God of Israel. But his “time of wrath” is for a “set time” of Seven Years.
❖ The Antichrist will show no regard for the “gods of his fathers.” As “gods” is plural, this can
only mean the Antichrist will show no regard for the “PAGAN” gods of his fathers.
❖ The Antichrist will show no regard for “The one desired by women. “Some Bible translations
say, “he shall not have the desire for a woman.” This is why some commentators use this
translation to say that the Antichrist will be a “homosexual.” I disagree. He will have all the
women he wants. This verse is a wonderful opportunity to re-encourage you to read the passages
you are studying in multiple translations. And to use critical thinking along with understanding
the context of the verses prior and preceding this one. As the context of this passage is referring
to “gods.” I believe this verse is indicating the Antichrist will have NO regard for the “GOD”
of “Woman” (Israel) and Her offspring “believers.
❖ The Antichrist will show no regard for “ANY” god-pagan or otherwise. Instead, the Antichrist
will “exalt himself above ALL pagan gods and the ONE True GOD-the God of Israel.
Instead, the Antichrist will “honor a god of fortresses,” which is a “god unknown to his fathers.” Fortresses
refer to the accumulation of weapons of war which he will possess and accumulate gold and silver, and
precious stones and costly gifts. He will attack the “mightiest of armies” and reward those who “help” him.
Daniel’s vision continues…
•

At the time of the end, the king of the South will engage him in battle, and the king of the North
will storm out against him with chariots and cavalry and a great fleet of ships. He will invade many
countries and sweep through them like a flood. He will also invade the Beautiful Land.”

The King of the South and the King of the North will engage him but to NO avail. He will also invade
Israel-the Beautiful Land.”
Daniel’s vision continues…
•

“Many countries will fall, but Edom, Moab, and the leaders of Ammon will be delivered from
his hand.”

The Antichrist will invade and capture MANY Countries. However, “Edom, Moab and the leaders of
Ammon will not fall into the Antichrist’s hand-they “will be delivered.” Interestingly, Edom, Moab, and
the leaders of Ammon are referring to the Country of Jordan, which is Israel’s neighbor to the West.
Therefore, to understand why Jordan will be “delivered” from the Antichrist, let’s review the background
of Jordan in the Bible and in Modern Day.
Let’s begin by reviewing several essential stories associated with Jordan in the Bible.
Moses and the Israelites crossed through Jordan on their way to the “Promised Land.”
• “They [“Israel”] …camped in the mountains of Abarim, near Nebo. They left the mountains of
Abarim and camped on the plains of Moab by the Jordan across from Jericho…On the plains of
Moab by the Jordan across from Jericho, the LORD said to Moses, “Speak to the Israelites and say
to them: ‘When you cross the Jordan into Canaan, drive out all the inhabitants of the land before
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you. Destroy all their carved images and their cast idols, and demolish all their high places…”
Numbers 33:47–52
On Mount Nebo, in Jordan that Moses saw “The Promised Land” for the first time. But God did not
allow Moses to enter the “Promised Land,” and Moses died “somewhere” in Jordan.
•

“Then Moses climbed Mount Nebo from the plains of
Moab to the top of Pisgah, across from Jericho. There the
LORD showed him the whole land…Then the LORD said
to him, “This is the land I promised on oath to Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob when I said, ‘I will give it to your
descendants.’ I have let you see it with your eyes, but you
will not cross over into it.” And Moses, the servant of the
LORD, died there in Moab, as the LORD had said. He
buried him in Moab, in the valley opposite Beth Peor, but
to this day, no one knows where his grave is.”
Deuteronomy 34:1–8

Pictured is “Israel” in the distance looking out from Mount Nebo.
Joshua was leading the “Twelve Tribes of Israel” towards “The Promised Land.” The families of 2
½ of the Tribes stayed in Jordan. However, the “fighting” men from the 2 ½ Tribes joined the rest
of the “Tribes” in their fight for Israel.
•

“The LORD said to Joshua… “Moses, my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get
ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them…as I promised Moses…
As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. “Be strong and
courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land, I swore to their forefathers to
give them. Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave
you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. Do
not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may
be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful…do not be
terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD, your God will be with you wherever you go.” So,
Joshua ordered the officers of the people: “Go through the camp and tell the people, ‘Get your
supplies ready. Three days from now you will cross the Jordan here to go in and take possession of
the land the LORD your God is giving you for your own.’” But to the Reubenites, the Gadites and
the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joshua said, “Remember the command that Moses the servant of the
LORD gave you: ‘The LORD your God is giving you rest and has granted you this land.’ Your wives,
your children, and your livestock may stay in the land that Moses gave you east of the Jordan, but
all your fighting men, fully armed, must cross over ahead of your brothers...after that, you may go
back and occupy your own land, which Moses, the servant of the LORD, gave you east of the
Jordan.” Joshua 1
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Baptism in the Jordan River
Keep in mind that the Jordan River flows
from the Sea of Galilee southward to the
Dead Sea. And on your tour to Israel, you
may choose to be baptized in the Jordan River in
celebration of the NEW birth you have in Christ. Even
if you’ve been baptized before, the experience of
being baptized in the Jordan River is–exhilarating!
“Baptism” is an act of obedience demonstrated by a
new believer after they have believed the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. It’s a public testimony of “Faith” that
says, “I am a disciple of Jesus Christ.”
➢ Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
Matt. 28:19-20
The Jordan River was also the location of numerous Biblical events.
Here are some of them.
Abram and Lot parted company at the Jordan River.
•

“So, Abram said to Lot, “Let’s not have any quarreling between you and me…Let’s part
company…Lot looked up and saw that the whole plain of the Jordan was well watered… So, Lot
chose for himself the whole plain of the Jordan and set out toward the east… Abram lived in the
land of Canaan, while Lot lived among the cities of the plain and pitched his tents near Sodom.”
Genesis 13:8–12

Jacob wrestled with God and was renamed “Israel” at the fork of the Jaccok River-a tributary of the Jordan.
•

“That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two maidservants and his eleven sons and
crossed the ford of the Jabbok…So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak.
When the man saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob’s hip so that
his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man. Then the man said, “Let me go, for it is
daybreak.” But Jacob replied, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” The man asked him,
“What is your name?” “Jacob,” he answered. Then the man said, “Your name will no longer be
Jacob, but Israel because you have struggled with God and with men and have overcome.” Genesis
32:22–32

After the Jewish Nation wandered in the desert for 40 years, the waters of the Jordan River were parted (a
miracle like the parting of the Red Sea). And the Nation of Israel crossed over into the Promised Land.
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“Joshua said to the Israelites…See, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth will go into
the Jordan ahead of you. Now then, choose twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each
tribe. And as soon as the priests who carry the ark of the LORD—the Lord of all the earth—set foot
in the Jordan, its waters flowing downstream will be cut off and stand up in a heap… Now the
Jordan is at flood stage all during harvest. Yet as soon as the priests who carried the ark reached
the Jordan and their feet touched the water’s edge, the water from upstream stopped flowing… The
priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the middle of
the Jordan, while all Israel passed by until the whole nation had completed the crossing on dry
ground.” Joshua 3:9–17

John baptizes New “believers” in the Jordan River, and then he baptizes Jesus.
➢ “In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea and saying, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is near…People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole
region of the Jordan. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River… Then
Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. But John tried to deter him, saying,
“I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper
for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented. As soon as Jesus was baptized,
he went up out of the water. At that moment, heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and lighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom
I love; with him, I am well pleased.” Matthew 3:1–17
Continuing…
Who is “Edom, Moab and the leaders of Ammon” who will “be delivered” from the Antichrist?
Who are the Edomites?
The “Edomites” are descendants of Esau. You’ll recall that Abram (Abraham) and his wife, Sarah, were
unable to conceive a child, so God promises them a child. Sarah is impatient and instructs Abraham to
sleep with her maidservant Hagar, and she gives birth to a son they name Ishmael. Ishmael is the father of
all the nations in the Middle East. God honors the covenant He “cut” with Abraham. Sarah births the “son
of promise,” and they name him Isaac. Isaac has two sons, Jacob, and Esau. From Jacob comes the Nation
of Israel. And from Esau comes the Edomites. You’ll also recall that in the book of Malachi, God said,
“Was not Esau Jacob’s brother? Yet I have loved Jacob, but Esau, I have hated.” Malachi 1:1–3
Who are the Moabites and the Ammonites?
We find the answer to that question in the story of “Lot” and his two daughters. However, the story begins
with Abraham and God’s promise of a “Son.” Let’s look. You’ll recall that Abraham and Sarah were well
beyond childbearing years, but God is a “Promise Keeping” God.
•

“The LORD appeared to Abraham…Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby. When
he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground.
He said, “If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by…let me get you
something to eat, so you can be refreshed and then go on your way—now that you have come to
your servant...while they ate, he stood near them under a tree. “Where is your wife, Sarah?” they
asked him. “There, in the tent,” he said. Then the LORD said, “I will surely return to you about this
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time next year, and Sarah, your wife, will have a son…Is anything too hard for the LORD? I will
return to you at the appointed time next year, and Sarah will have a son.” Genesis 18:1–15
As the three men were about to leave, God reiterates His promises for Abraham. God also tells Abraham
of His plan of judgment against Sodom and Gomorrah. Abraham “negotiates” with God, but there weren’t
even “Ten Righteous People” in Sodom and Gomorrah. So, God continues with His plan to “Judge” the
City.
•

“When the men got up to leave, they looked down toward Sodom, and Abraham walked along with
them to see them on their way. Then the LORD said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about
to do? Abraham will surely become a great and powerful nation, and all nations on earth will
be blessed through him. For I have chosen him…the LORD will bring about for Abraham what
he has promised him.” Then the LORD said, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great
and their sin so grievous that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry
that has reached me. If not, I will know.” The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but
Abraham remained standing before the LORD. Then Abraham approached him and said: “Will you
sweep away the righteous with the wicked? What if there are fifty righteous people in the city?
Will you really sweep it away and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in
it? Far be it from you to do such a thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous
and the wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do, right?” The LORD
said, “If I find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole place for their
sake.” Then Abraham spoke up again: “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, though
I am nothing but dust and ashes, what if the number of the righteous is five less than fifty? Will
you destroy the whole city because of five people?” “If I find forty-five there,” he said, “I will not
destroy it.” Once again, he spoke to him, “What if only forty are found there?” He said, “For the
sake of forty, I will not do it.” Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak. What
if only thirty can be found there?” He answered, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.” Abraham
said, “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, what if only twenty can be found
there?” He said, “For the sake of twenty, I will not destroy it.” Then he said, “May the Lord not be
angry, but let me speak just once more. What if only ten can be found there?” He answered, “For
the sake of ten, I will not destroy it.” When the LORD had finished speaking with Abraham, he left,
and Abraham returned home.” Genesis 18:16–33

God created sex, and He wants sex to be enjoyed in the bounds of a marital relationship between a man
and a woman. But God HATES sin. The sexual immorality and sexual perversion of Sodom and Gomorrah
had become so great that God could no longer allow it to continue. But God would have spared Sodom and
Gomorrah for the sake of even “Ten Righteous People.” However, there were only four righteous people;
Lot, his wife, and their two daughters. Therefore, the “Day of Judgement” comes for Sodom and Gomorrah.
•

“Two angels arrived at Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gateway of the city… “My
lords,” he said, “please turn aside to your servant’s house. You can wash your feet and spend the
night and then go on your way early in the morning.” “No,” they answered, “we will spend the
night in the square.” But he insisted so strongly that they did go with him and entered his house.
He prepared a meal for them, baking bread without yeast, and they ate. Before they had gone to
bed, all the men from every part of the city of Sodom—both young and old—surrounded the house.
They called to Lot, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us so that we
can have sex with them.” Lot went outside to meet them and shut the door behind him and said,
“No, my friends. Don’t do this wicked thing. Look, I have two daughters who have never slept with
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a man. Let me bring them out to you, and you can do what you like with them.” But don’t do
anything to these men, for they have come under the protection of my roof.”
God sent two of His Angels to Sodom to “Judge” the City. When these two Angels (two men) entered into
the City, Lot insisted that they stay under the “protection of his roof.” Lot didn’t know they were God’s
Angel’s and that they were sent to destroy the City. So why was Lot so insistent that they stay under his
care? Sodom had become a bedrock of sexual immorality and homosexual activity. Therefore, it was
common for “strangers” passing through Sodom or staying the night (men or woman) to be gang-raped.
With this in mind, you can see the urgency of Lot’s insistence that the two men (Angels) stay with him.
Lot’s “gesture” of “protection” is a sign of Lot’s righteousness. He didn’t want these “strangers” to be
gang-raped. However, while the two men were under the protection of Lot’s roof, “all the men from every
part of Sodom” surrounded Lot’s house. They obviously didn’t know these two men were God’s Angels.
So, Lot does “the unthinkable.” He offers his two virgin daughters for “all the men” to have sex with them.
As “sad” as this sounds, from Lot’s perspective, this is a better option than all the men outside storming
into Lot’s home and gang-raping “EVERYONE.” Thankfully, God’s Angels are about to intervene.
Continuing…
•

“Get out of our way,” they replied…then they struck the men who were at the door of the house,
young and old, with blindness so that they could not find the door. The two men said to Lot, “Do
you have anyone else here—sons-in-law, sons or daughters, or anyone else in the city who belongs
to you? Get them out of here because we are going to destroy this place. The outcry to the LORD
against its people is so great that he has sent us to destroy it.” So, Lot went out and spoke to his
sons-in-law…But his sons-in-law thought he was joking. With the coming of dawn, the angels
urged Lot, saying, “Hurry! Take your wife and your two daughters who are here, or you will be
swept away when the city is punished…as soon as they had brought them out, one of them said,
“Flee for your lives! Don’t look back, and don’t stop anywhere in the plain! Flee to the
mountains, or you will be swept away…then the LORD rained down burning sulfur on Sodom and
Gomorrah—from the LORD out of the heavens…. But Lot’s wife looked back, and she became a
pillar of salt. Early the next morning, Abraham got up and returned to the place where he had
stood before the LORD. He looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah, toward all the land of
the plain, and he saw dense smoke rising from the land, like smoke from a furnace. So, when
God destroyed the cities of the plain, he remembered Abraham, and he brought Lot out of the
catastrophe that overthrew the cities where Lot had lived.”

Sexual immorality in our Country and other Countries throughout the World has become as great or even
greater than Sodom and Gomorrah. So why doesn’t God do anything about it? The answer is that He has
done something about it.
To begin, God was willing to spare Sodom and Gomorrah for the sake of even “Ten Righteous People.”
But there were only four righteous people, so God was forced to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah. However,
today, there are “Tens of Millions of Righteous People” living in America (and other countries). Could it
be that God’s patience endures because of these righteous people?
Also, God is a LOVING God, which is why He provided a “Savior” Jesus Christ and freely offers
“salvation” to the “unrighteous.” NO ONE is righteous, and NO ONE can “save” themselves. All have
sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.
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Thankfully, God’s hand of grace and salvation is extended to ANYONE who will believe The Gospel of
Jesus Christ. And when we believe, God declares us “Righteous.” That’s “Good News.” But God’s
patience should not be confused with a “Day of Judgement” to come.
At the “Great White Throne Judgement,” ALL unbelievers will be judged. And just as God’s
“Judgement” was pronounced on Sodom and Gomorrah and it was destroyed with FIRE, the same will
happen to all unbelievers. They will be cast into “The Lake of Fire.”
Continuing…
•

Lot and his two daughters…lived in a cave. One day the older daughter said to the younger, “Our
father is old, and there is no man around here to lie with us, as is the custom all over the earth. Let’s
get our father to drink wine and then lie with him and preserve our family line through our father…
So, both of Lot’s daughters became pregnant by their father. The older daughter had a son, and she
named him Moab; he is the father of the Moabites of today. The younger daughter also had a son,
and she named him Ben-Ammi; he is the father of the Ammonites of today. Genesis 19:1–38

It appears that Lot’s daughters may have thought that the Fire God rained down on Sodom had also
consumed “everyone” on earth and that they were the only survivors. So, they “slept” with their father to
repopulate the earth.
With this in mind:
❖ The “Edomites” are descendants of Esau. Interestingly, God said that “He hated Esau, turned his
mountains into a wasteland, and left his inheritance to the desert jackals.”
❖ The “Moabites” are descendants of Lot’s older daughter. Interestingly, “Ruth” who we looked at
earlier was a Moabite.
❖ The “Ammonites” are descendants of Lot’s younger daughter. Interestingly, today, the Capital of
Jordan is called “Amman.”
Therefore, whenever you read about “Edom-The Edomites,” “Moab-The Moabites,” or “Amman the
Ammonites” in the Bible, it is referring to Jordan.
That said, it is in God’s Loving nature to tell His “Righteous Children” about His impending “Judgements.”
God told “Righteous Noah” about a flood that was to come.
God also told “Righteous Abraham” about the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (where his nephew Lot
lived), which was coming after Gomorrah.
Interestingly, Jesus refers to both the stories of Noah and Lot in explaining the “End of the Age” and the
signs regarding His RETURNING.
Let’s review both stories.
You’ll recall that the people in Noah’s day had become so wicked that God determined to wipe out all
humanity. But God chose Noah- a man who “believed” and was declared “righteous.” God also provided
Noah, his family, and “everyone” with an “Ark” as a means to “save” them from God’s wrath of a Flood
upon the earth.
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However, God’s “Call” for “everyone” to come into the safety of the Ark also had a “time clock” associated
with it. As Noah’s Ark was being constructed (over 100 years, everyone had an opportunity to “think about
it.” But ONLY Noah and his family “believed” that the “rain” was coming. After all, in Noah’s day, it
had NEVER rained.
In that day, all the trees, vegetation, etc. were “watered” with a mist that “rose up” from the ground. No
one took God up on His offer of “salvation” except for Noah and his family.
Everyone else “laughed and mocked” at Noah and His God.
However, once the doors of the Ark were closed, the rain began to pour. Imagine those who were outside
the ark when the flood came. They must have been knocking and knocking, “Let us in.” But it was too late
to be “saved.”
➢ Jesus said: “Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man.
People were eating, drinking, marrying, and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered
the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all. It was the same in the days of Lot. People
were eating and drinking, buying, and selling, planting, and building. But the day Lot left Sodom,
fire and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all.” Luke 17:20-29
There is a similar “pattern” in the story of Lot. God, through His two Angels, offers Lot and his family a
means of “escape” from God’s wrath of Fire upon the City of Sodom and Gomorrah. Lot was also declared
“righteous” by his “belief.”
However, God’s “Call” to come into the safety of the “nearby city” also had a “time clock” associated with
it. Lot’s “sons-in-laws” had less than one day to “think about it.
Unfortunately, Lot’s “sons-in-law,” thought Lot was joking, they did NOT believe and did not accept
God’s offer of “salvation.” Keep in mind that God’s “salvation” always comes with directives. In this case,
the instruction was, “DO NOT LOOK BACK.” Lot’s wife disobeyed, she looked back, and she was turned
into a pillar of salt. Therefore, only Lot and his two daughters escaped unscathed by the FIRE that rained
down from heaven. They were the only ones from the City of Sodom and Gomorrah who were “saved.”
It’s interesting to note that in both the time of Noah and the time of Lot, the people were living in
“prosperity.” They were eating, drinking, marrying, buying, selling, and building.
It’s interesting because “people” (generally unbelievers) turn to “God” when the storms of life hit. Take,
for example, the National Tragedy in 2001 of “9-11.” For weeks “people” went to church, asked spiritual
questions, and were receptive to spiritual conversations. But as time went by and “things” got back to
normal, people forgot about God, His Kingdom, and Eternal things. Jesus refers to the “time” of Noah and
Lot and says that He will come back when the “people” LEAST expect it. They will be going about “their”
business, living in prosperity, with NO thought of God. But then the END will come LIKE a Flood and
LIKE a Fire.
The story of Noah and Lot illustrates the necessity for “belief” in accepting God’s means of “salvation.”
Today, God’s means of salvation is Belief in The Gospel of Jesus Christ. Jesus is the ONLY way for
ANYONE to “escape” the eternal wrath of Hell.
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•

“For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was
put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, through whom also he went and preached to
the spirits in prison who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while
the ark was being built. In it, only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, and this
water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the
pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has
gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities, and powers in submission to
him.” 1 Peter 3:18–22

•

“For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them into gloomy
dungeons to be held for judgment; if he did not spare the ancient world when he brought the flood
on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others; if he
condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to ashes, and made them an
example of what is going to happen to the ungodly; and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man, who
was distressed by the filthy lives of lawless men…if this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue
godly men from trials and to hold the unrighteous for the day of judgment.” 2 Peter 2:4–10

Like Noah and Lot, anyone who “believes” will be declared righteous.
Unfortunately, like the people in “Noah’s Day” and the people in “Lot’s Day,” MANY people today scoff
and ridicule God’s WORD. They also mock those who proclaim the coming of God’s Wrath and the
necessity of believing in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Remember that God’s wrath of RAIN and FIRE did come in the past for the “unbelievers.”
Therefore, God’s wrath WILL also come in the future as the “Great Tribulation” God’s wrath is unleashed
upon all “unbelievers” who are “Left Behind.” And just like in the time of Noah and Lot, God’s “Call” to
come into the safety of His Son also has a “time clock” associated with it.
“Today is the Day of Salvation.” Once God’s “set time” is over and the “full measure” of the Gentiles
has come in, suddenly and without warning, the “Last Trumpet” will be sounded; ALL believers will be
“Gathered,” and the unbelievers will be “Left Behind.’ Therefore, “Seek the LORD while he may be found;
call upon him while he is near” (Isa. 55:6).
There’s another “Judgement” to consider. It was God’s judgment against His People and His Holy City
Jerusalem just before the Romans destroyed Jerusalem in 70 A.D. MANY Christians were living in and
around Jerusalem at that time.
So, God, through His Son, Jesus Christ, issues His “warning” of impending judgment.
➢ Jesus said, “When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that its
desolation is near. Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those in the city get
out, and let those in the country not enter the city. For this is the time of punishment in
fulfillment of all that has been written.” Luke 21:20–24
So, where did ALL the Christians from Jerusalem flee, too?
Many Bible scholars believe all or most Christians fled to “Pella,” which is in Jordan about 80 miles North
of Amman.
God Word also tells His “Righteous Children” (believers) about “The Judgement Seat of Christ.”
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One day ALL believers will appear before God, and we will be judged for what He gave us and what we
did with it. Of course, our sins never come up because they were atoned for by Jesus’ “Finished Work” on
the Cross.
•

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is
due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.” 2 Corinthians 5:10

And at the “Judgement Seat of Christ, believers will receive “rewards” for what we accomplished through
the Power of His Spirit.
•

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in
store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me
on that day—and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 2 Timothy
4:7–8

There is also God’s “Judgement” of the “Tribulation” to come. Thankfully, those who “believed” during
the Tribulation will be “saved.” And His People will most likely flee and find refuge in “Petra” Jordan.
This will be followed by the “Great White Throne Judgement” where unbelievers are “Judged” by God
and then cast into a Christ-less Eternity. And then there’s Satan’s final judgment as he is thrown into the
Lake of Fire. Of course, ALL unbelievers will face God’s eternal punishment as they are cast into a Christless Eternity.
Speaking of Noah, consider visiting, he “Ark
Encounter” located in Williamstown, Kentucky.
It was constructed using the exact dimensions
listed in the Bible.
It is widely believed that Noah’s Ark “landed”
on Mount Ararat in Turkey, which is directly
north of Israel. (see map). Notice the size of all
the other Middle Easton Countries in comparison to Israel.
You'll recall that in the Third Covenant (Noahic), God
promised to NEVER destroy the world again with a Flood.
And God made the “rainbow” as a sign of His covenant.
However, He will destroy the earth as we know it with
FIRE. This will be followed by the creation of a “New
Heaven,” a “New Earth,” and a “New Jerusalem.”
•

“First of all, you must understand that in the last
days scoffers will come, scoffing and following
their own evil desires. They will say, “Where is
this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our fathers
died, everything goes on as it has since the
beginning of creation.” But they deliberately
forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens existed and the earth was formed out of water and
by water. By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. By the same word,
the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and
destruction of ungodly men. But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord, a day is
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like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping his
promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but
everyone to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will
disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will
be laid bare. Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be?
You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming.
That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the
heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the
home of righteousness.” 2 Peter 3:3–18
MAN is without excuse. God has clearly shown His grace, mercy, and patience. But God has also clearly
revealed His “judgments.” Today is the “Day of Salvation.” And unbelievers, the “unrighteous” will
endure an Eternal FIRE-HELL.
•

“Though you already know all this, I want to remind you that the Lord delivered his people out of
Egypt, but later destroyed those who did not believe. And the angels who did not keep their
positions of authority but abandoned their own home—these he has kept in darkness, bound with
everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day. Similarly, Sodom and Gomorrah and the
surrounding towns gave themselves up to sexual immorality and perversion. They serve as an
example of those who suffer the punishment of eternal fire. Jude 5–7

Now, let’s continue our study of Jordan as we keep looking at Daniel chapter 11.
To further understand Jordan, let’s go back to the “1967 War” in Israel.
Then, King Nasser of Egypt (King of the South) vowed to destroy Israel and drive Her into the Sea.
However, Israel preempted that attack using Her air force and annihilated Egypt’s air force, which was still
sitting on the ground. This was followed by a tank war.
History tells us that King Nasser called on the King of Jordan, King Hussein, to help him fight against
Israel. Of course, with God on their side, Israel won the 1967 War.
Keep in mind that, according to International Law-Land, won
in war is the “Victor’s Land.” Yes, some of the “Captured Land”
won in the war, was, in fact, part of the same “Land” God promised
the Jews thousands of years earlier. And it was also the same
“Land” the Jews had occupied for thousands of years
As a result of the “6 Day War,” Israel captured and then annexed
Land they had captured from Jordan, Egypt, and Syria.
Israel annexed “Jerusalem” and the “West Bank”-consisting of
“Bethlehem,” “Jericho,” “Hebron,” and other cities that they
captured from Jordan. The “West Bank” is, in fact, the ancient
Biblical cities of “Judea” and “Samaria” (see RED arrow).
Israel also captured and annexed “Gaza,” from the Egyptians (King
of the South). But Israel turned “Gaza” over to the Palestinians who
continue to “wage war” against Israel (see RED arrow). Israel also gave up control of “Bethlehem” (Jesus’
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birthplace) to the Palestinians for the hope of Peace. But there is still no PEACE, nor will there be, until
“The Prince of Peace”-Jesus Returns.
The Jews also took control of Jerusalem and the “Temple Mount.”
However, then defense minister, Moshe Dayan decided to relinquish
control of the “Temple Mount” back to the Muslims in order “to keep
the peace.” This was a “fateful” decision as the Jews are no longer
allowed to pray on the “Temple Mount.” They are also limited as to
days and times when they can make the ascent.
It’s important to understand that the “1967 War” displaced many Palestinians who left their homes in the
“West Bank” and crossed into Jordan to escape the war.
When the war was over, many Palestinians were placed into “refugee” camps as most could not “Prove”
ownership of homes they claimed was theirs.
Yes, “some” of the territories in “The West Bank” have been given back to the Palestinians. And some
homes and land and were and are still being purchased by Jewish settlers.
The rest of these “Disputed Territories” (as to who owns what) is still being hashed out in the Courts and
in the Media. Unfortunately, most of the World’s Media say, the “West Bank” are “Occupied Territories.”
Again, they are not. They are “Disputed Territories.”
Daniel’s vision continues…
•

“He will extend his power over many countries; Egypt will not escape. He will gain control of the
treasures of gold and silver and all the riches of Egypt, with the Libyans and Nubians in submission.
But reports from the east and the north will alarm him, and he will set out in a great rage to destroy
and annihilate many. He will pitch his royal tents between the seas at the beautiful holy mountain.”

Therefore, the Antichrist reveals himself-the FINAL “abomination that causes desolation” at the Third
Temple in Jerusalem. The Antichrist will establish his Palace “pitch his “tents” “at” Jerusalem, which is
“The beautiful holy mountain.” As you can see in the picture, “Jerusalem” is, in fact, “between the seas”
of the “Dead Sea” and “Mediterranean Sea.”
Now, we come to an interesting point.
The Jews are in control of Jerusalem, and it is Israel’s Capital.
The Jews DO NOT control The Temple Mount though they are responsible for its security.
So, who manages The Temple Mount?
Jordan!
Therefore, when the Antichrist takes over Jerusalem, he doesn’t have to conquer Jordan, they are already
doing his bidding.
Daniel’s vision in chapter 11 is concluded…
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“Yet he will come to his end, and no one will help him.”

The Seven Bowl Judgements of God’s Wrath
Then “Seven Bowl Judgements of God’s Wrath” will be poured out by God’s Seven Angels who minister
to The God of the Bible in the Heavenly Tabernacle.
We’ll look at these “Seven Angels” later as they are each given a “Trumpet” to sound unleashing even
more “Tribulation” on the earth just before the Return of Jesus Christ.
Here are the Seven Bowl Judgments of God’s wrath…
•
1)
2)
3)

4)

5)

“Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, “Go, pour out the seven
bowls of God’s wrath on the earth.”
“The first angel went and poured out his bowl on the land, and ugly and painful sores broke out on
the people who had the mark of the beast and worshiped his image.”
“The second angel poured out his bowl on the sea, and it turned into blood like that of a dead man,
and every living thing in the sea died.”
“The third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs of water, and they became blood.
Then I heard the angel in charge of the waters say: “You are just in these judgments, you who are
and who were, the Holy One, because you have so judged; for they have shed the blood of your
saints and prophets, and you have given them blood to drink as they deserve.” And I heard the altar
respond: “Yes, Lord God Almighty, true and just are your judgments.”
“The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and the sun was given power to scorch people
with fire. They were seared by the intense heat, and they cursed the name of God, who had control
over these plagues, but they refused to repent and glorify him.”
“The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his kingdom was plunged into
darkness. Men gnawed their tongues in agony and cursed the God of heaven because of their pains
and their sores, but they refused to repent of what they had done.”

The Dragon, The Beast, and The False Prophet
All throughout the Bible, one of the main ways Satan deceives people is through “False Prophets” who
perform miraculous signs. Unbelievers LOVE to see miraculous signs and believe those who perform
them are God’s servants. It was true in Jesus’ day, and it is still true today.
So, how does anyone really know if the “person” performing the miraculous signs is a servant of the God
of the Bible?
The answer is that you don’t look at the miraculous signs of a “minister” to determine if they are from God.
Instead, you must look to see if The GOSPEL of JESUS CHRIST is being preached.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Jesus came to the earth as a baby (God in the Flesh) born of a virgin.
Jesus lived a sinless life.
Jesus was crucified.
Jesus died as a “Sin Substitute.”
Page 465 ©2016 by Michael (Ben) Attar
You can read, download, or print this manuscript at www.GoodMoodFoundation.org

“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM
Subtitled “Sound the Trumpets in Zion”

5. Jesus was buried.
6. Jesus rose from the grave on the “Third Day.”
7. Jesus gave us His LIFE. He “Lives” in the hearts of those who Believe in His Gospel.
“False Prophets” always preach “another” Gospel, and any “other” Gospel is NOT the Gospel at all.
Therefore, just before the Battle of Armageddon, evil spirits who John said looked like “frogs” will come
out of the “mouth” of “Three People.”
1) Satan, who is also called “The Dragon.”
2) The Antichrist who is not revealed until “The Tribulation” period and is called “The Beast.”
3) The False Prophet.
These three evil spirits will continue their work of deception through miraculous signs. But their focus
will be deceiving “the kings of the whole world” as they are being “gathered” for the Battle of Armageddon.
Continuing…
6) “The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up to
prepare the way for the kings from the East. Then I saw three evil spirits that looked like frogs; they
came out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false
prophet. They are spirits of demons performing miraculous signs, and they go out to the kings
of the whole world, to gather them for the battle on the great day of God Almighty.”
Before we go any further, we must remember that Jesus Christ appeared to John at the beginning of
Revelation (“Voice LIKE a Trumpet”) and instructed John to write Seven Letters to Seven Churches. Then
Jesus ushered John up to God’s Throne Room to record “What must soon take place.” Jesus also says
several things at the end of Revelation.
Therefore, except for the beginning of the book, and the end of the book, the following is the ONLY other
time Jesus speaks in Revelation.
➢ Jesus said, “Behold, I come like a thief! Blessed is he who stays awake and keeps his clothes with
him, so that he may not go naked and be shamefully exposed.”
Here Jesus is addressing “believers” who have believed the Gospel of Jesus Christ during the “Tribulation.”
1) “I will come like a thief” is a reminder that NO one knows the day or the hour of Jesus’ Return.
2) “Stay awake” is most likely referring to the thought of “staying alive.” Do what you have to do to
continue living in spite of opposition and the trials of the Tribulation.
3) “Keeps his clothes with him” has two possible meanings. The first is a literal meaning to keep your
clothes with you because you will have to flee from the opposition and the trials of the Tribulation.
You will be moving from place to place. The second meaning is a reference to what happens when
a person believes the Gospel of Jesus Christ. At the moment of belief, God takes off our clothes of
unrighteousness and puts on new clothes of Jesus’ righteousness. God no longer sees us as a sinner.
He now sees us as a Saint, Whole, and Perfect, just like His Son. Therefore, we no longer have to
“work” in our attempt to please God. Instead, God is already pleased with us. This is the central
message of the “New Covenant.” However, with great opposition and great Tribulation taking
place, there will be “some” who will be tempted to “go back.” So, Jesus is saying, do not go back.
DO NOT take the mark of the beast and DO NOT worship his image. Because if you do “go back,”
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when I come, you will be found naked and shamefully exposed. You will NOT be “clothed” with
my “righteousness.”
Continuing…
The evil spirits which came out of the mouths of Satan, the Antichrist, and the False Prophet will deceive
many Kings and bring them to the Valley of Megiddo.
•

“Then they gathered the kings together to the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon
Revelation 16:16).

The Seventh Bowl of God’s Wrath will be poured out on the earth, causing a Great Earthquake.
7) “The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and out of the temple came a loud voice from
the throne, saying, “It is done!” Then there came flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder,
and a severe earthquake. No earthquake like it has ever occurred since man has been on earth, so
tremendous was the quake. The great city split into three parts, and the cities of the nations
collapsed. God remembered Babylon the Great and gave her the cup filled with the wine of the fury
of his wrath. Every island fled away, and the mountains could not be found. From the sky, huge
hailstones of about a hundred pounds each fell upon men. And they cursed God on account of the
plague of hail because the plague was so terrible.” Revelation 16:1–21

Valley of Megiddo

The day is coming when the Antichrist will “come to his end.” Scripture indicates that he will one day be
cast into the “Lake of Fire.” However, before that occurs, the Antichrist will gather “Kings” or Nations to
destroy Israel. This “Great Battle” will take place at the “Valley of Megiddo” or the “Valley of
Armageddon.” Your tour group will stop and take pictures of the “Megiddo” like we did, (pictured).
But much “Tribulation” must take place in preparation for the “Battle of Armageddon.”
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The Valley of Megiddo is a strategic piece of land, and it is large enough to “host” hundreds of thousands
of hostile soldiers and their “battlements.” The assumption is that these Nations who have gathered in the
Valley of Megiddo will attack Israel. But these Nations will be “wiped out” maybe even before they have
a chance to attack Israel. Either way, God’s WORD is true-God will defeat the Antichrist “he will come to
his end”-his “Time” is FINALLY up.

Jacob’s Trouble
There is a term called “Jacob’s Trouble,” which many Bible Commentators believe is referring to the
“Tribulation.” There will be a remnant of Jews in Israel who will survive the Great Battle of Armageddon
(“Surviving Israel”), and they will all finally believe that Jesus Christ is their Messiah.
•

“The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will bring my people Israel and Judah back
from captivity and restore them to the land, I gave their forefathers to possess,’ says the LORD.”
These are the words the LORD spoke concerning Israel and Judah: “This is what the LORD says:
“‘Cries of fear are heard—terror, not peace. Ask and see: Can a man bear children? Then why
do I see every strong man with his hands on his stomach like a woman in labor, every face
turned deathly pale? How awful that day will be! None will be like it. It will be a time of trouble
for Jacob, but he will be saved out of it. “‘In that day,’ declares the LORD Almighty, ‘I will
break the yoke off their necks and will tear off their bonds; no longer will foreigners enslave
them. Instead, they will serve the LORD their God and David their king, whom I will raise up
for them. “‘So do not fear, O Jacob my servant; do not be dismayed, O Israel,’ declares the
LORD. ‘I will surely save you out of a distant place, your descendants from the land of their
exile. Jacob will again have peace and security, and no one will make him afraid. I am with you
and will save you,’ declares the LORD. ‘Though I completely destroy all the nations among
which I scatter you, I will not completely destroy you.” Jeremiah 30:1–11

The 144,000
Three things set the Jewish people apart from all other “People Groups.”
1) Jews take care of their own.
2) Jews take education seriously.
3) Jews instinctively know how to sell.
The first two points don’t need explaining. However, when God handed out the selling skillsets, He did so
liberally with the Jews.
Why?
God chose the Jewish people to proclaim His Word and to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
There is no better use of the selling skillsets than to declare His WORD, which is why the Jews have
traditionally been God’s evangelists.
God desires that NO ONE should perish.
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That’s why AFTER the sounding of the “Last Trumpet,” unbelievers who are “Left Behind” will endure
the “Tribulation.” They will also be evangelized by 144,000 Hebrew Christians. Thankfully, MANY will
“Believe” The Gospel of Jesus Christ, known as the “Great Multitude.”
God will “leave behind” 144,000 Hebrew Christians to evangelize the unbelievers.
Several years ago, I was presenting God’s “Seven Feasts,” and one of the participants asked, “Do you
think you are one of the 144,000?” That question was asked in the context of our then “Hospital Ministry.”
Every Sunday for almost eight years, the central point of my prevention to the patients was a clear and
creative expression of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We have seen many believe The Gospel for the first time,
and many more rededicate their lives to Jesus. There is no question that the “repetitive experience” of
delivering The Gospel and watching God WORK was most likely why I was asked that question. After all,
I am an Israeli and a Hebrew Christian.
I answered the question by responding NO! I am not one of the 144,000.
However, if the “Last Trumpet” sounds and I’m still HERE, then YES, I will be.
What next?
I’ll get on the first EL AL flight to Israel, hop a cab to Jerusalem to meet my “other” brethren in The Lord.
Then, I’m assuming “someone” will give “all of us” our “marching orders.”

Jerusalem Biblical Zoo
On a “free day” or “free afternoon,” you may want
to visit the Jerusalem Biblical Zoo to see many of
the animals native to Israel and mentioned in the Bible. Let’s
look at the snake and the goat.
Snake-the Bible records many stories involving “literal”
snakes. However, the Bible also references Satan
“figuratively” like a snake (serpent). Satan is known by
other names including “the dragon,” “the great dragon,”
“the ancient serpent,” “the devil,” “the one who leads the
whole world astray,” “the accuser,” and “the beast” (Revelation 12:9-11).
To begin, let’s remind ourselves of three attributes of the God of the Bible:
❖ Omniscient-God is ALL knowing of everything and everyone; past, present, and future.
❖ Omnipotent-God is ALL powerful, He possesses infinite power.
❖ Omnipresent-God is “always” present. His presence has no boundaries.
In contrast:
➢ Satan is NOT omniscient.
➢ Satan is NOT omnipotent.
➢ Satan is NOT omnipresent.
Satan can only be in one place at a time, so it’s unlikely Satan has ever attacked you personally. The attacks
we encounter are initiated by his “fallen angels.” Satan “goes after” leaders, rulers, and influencers to gain
maximum “evil” impact. Here are three attributes of Satan:
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1. Satan is the one behind “the ways of this world.” The sin we see in the world today was caused
by Satan, the serpent, in The Garden of Eden. “The Evil One” lied to Eve regarding the Tree of the
Knowledge of Good and Evil. She ate the “forbidden fruit” and gave it to Adam, who also ate it.
When Adam “Fell,” we ALL fell. ALL are born into sin. Thankfully, God has promised a
“Redeemer” Jesus Christ who came and restored MAN back to God.
2. Satan is “the ruler of the kingdom of the air.” We live in an era of technology where “waves”
from radio, television, satellite, cell phone, Internet, texting, etc. are flowing through the “air.” This
is Satan’s domain, as most of these “waves” contain, vile, pornographic, murderous, slanderous,
ungodly, images, and content. Thankfully because of what Jesus did, we are NO longer bound by
Satan’s ways. We have the Holy Spirit’s “POWER” living inside of us. We can say, “NO!”
3. Satan is “the spirit now at work in those who are disobedient.” You’ll recall that the Israelites
were grumbling, complaining, and being disobedient. So, God sent “venomous snakes” who bit and
killed them. However, God in His mercy told Moses to put a “snake” upon a pole, and whoever
looked at it would LIVE. This pointed to Jesus, who also hung on a TREE. “ANYONE” who
believes in HIM will not die and have eternal life. Therefore, for believers, Satan is a defeated foe.
He once “held” the power of death and the grave. But Jesus defeated him. Believers no longer need
to fear death and the grave.
•

“He [Jesus] too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the
power of death—that is, the devil— and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their
fear of death.” Hebrews 2:14–17

EVERY “believer” was once an unbeliever. We were under Satan’s dominion and control. But because of
what Jesus Christ did for us, we have HOPE and a NEW LIFE.
•

“As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you
followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at
work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the
cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature
objects of wrath. But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.” Ephesians
2:1–5

During the “Tribulation,” there is a contrast of “future events” involving Jesus and Satan. Since we
don’t know the “day or the hour,” I’ll preface them as “A time is coming.”
❖ “A time is coming” when the Gospel will be proclaimed to every nation, tribe, language, and
people. However, a “time is also coming” when all unbelievers will worship the “beast”
(Revelation 13:8). The “beast” will require “everyone” to have a “mark” on their right hand or on
their forehead. No one will be able to buy or sell unless they have the mark, which is the “name of
the beast” (Satan) or “the number of his name (666) (Revelation 13:16-18). Anyone who worships
the beast, his image, or receives the mark on their forehead or hand will drink “God’s fury.” They
will be “tormented with burning sulfur” as there is “no rest” for those who worship the beast and
his image or anyone who receives the mark of his name” (Revelation 14:6–11).
❖ “A time is coming” when the “Book of Life” will be opened. Those whose names are in the “Book
of Life”- (believers) will be ushered into heaven. However, a “time is also coming” when those
whose names are NOT in the “Book of Life” (unbelievers) will be thrown into the “Lake of Fire”Hell (Revelation 20).
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❖ “A time is coming” when all believers will come to the “Judgement Seat of Christ” and receive
“crowns” for works performed in the power of “The Spirit.” They will live eternally with Christ.
However, a “time is also coming” when all unbelievers will be judged at the “Great White Throne
Judgement” and thrown into the “lake of fire”-hell- “second death.”
❖ “A time is coming” when Jesus RETURNS to the earth. He will set up His earthly Kingdom in the
“New Jerusalem,” and believers will reign with Him for 1,000 years (millennial reign). However,
a “time is also coming” when Satan is cast into the “Abyss,” where he will be “locked and sealed”
for 1,000 years (Revelation 20).
Goat-the first mention of a goat in the Bible was in
Genesis 15 when God instructed Abraham to bring a
heifer, a goat, and a ram, each three-years-old, along
with a dove and a young pigeon. God used these animals
to confirm His covenant with Abraham. Pictured is a wild goat
called an Ibex.
•

“So, the LORD said to him, “Bring me a heifer, a goat and
a ram, each three years old, along with a dove and a young
pigeon…When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot with a blazing torch
appeared and passed between the pieces. On that day, the LORD made a covenant with Abraham
and said, “To your descendants, I give this land…” Genesis 15:8–20

“A day is coming” when all the Nations are gathered to Jesus in His glorious throne room. He will separate
the “people” as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. The sheep will be put on His right side and
the goats on His left side. Jesus is not separating believers from unbelievers. Instead, He is separating those
who will receive His blessing and inheritance. The “sheep” are those who fed, clothed, and cared for the
“least of these brothers of mine”—the Jews!
➢ Jesus said, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on
his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep
on his right and the goats on his left. “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you
who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the
creation of the world. For I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty, and you
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger, and you invited me in, I needed clothes, and you
clothed me, I was sick, and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ “Then
the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and
give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes
and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ “The King will reply,
‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did
for me.” Matthew 25:31–46
Continuing…
As we conclude the eleventh chapter of Daniel, we can rest assured that ultimately, the Antichrist will not
succeed- “he will come to his end”-at God’s appointed “Time.” And that “One Day,” ALL of Israel will
be “saved.” This will occur at “some point” after the “Battle of Armageddon.”
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“This is the word of the LORD concerning Israel… “I am going to make Jerusalem a cup that
sends all the surrounding peoples reeling. Judah will be besieged as well as Jerusalem. On that
day, when all the nations of the earth are gathered against her, I will make Jerusalem an
immovable rock for all the nations… “On that day I will make the leaders of Judah like a firepot
in a woodpile, like a flaming torch among sheaves. They will consume right and left all the
surrounding peoples, but Jerusalem will remain intact in her place. “The LORD will save the
dwellings of Judah first, so that the honor of the house of David and of Jerusalem’s inhabitants
may not be greater than that of Judah. On that day, the LORD will shield those who live in
Jerusalem so that the feeblest among them will be like David, and the house of David will be
like God, like the Angel of the LORD going before them. On that day, I will set out to destroy
all the nations that attack Jerusalem. “And I will pour out on the house of David and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they
have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child and grieve bitterly
for him as one grieves for a firstborn son.” Zechariah 12:1–14

Petra

Hopefully, you’ll be able to sign up for an extension tour to Petra, which usually follows your trip to Israel.
Many Biblical Scholars believe that “Surviving Israel” (the Jews who survive the Antichrist’s assault
against Israel during the Tribulation) will flee into the mountains of Jordan-called “Petra.” On the map,
you’ll notice how close Petra is to Israel.
Now, let’s go to Petra to see how Jordan will play a role in Israel’s future.
Pictured is “The Treasury” (a mausoleum) and is literally carved out of the mountain. No one knows how
such intricate details were carved into the rock. Petra is also one of the “Seven Wonders of the World.”
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The Bible indicates that during the second half of the Tribulation,
“Surviving Israel”-those who escaped the Antichrist will flee from Israel.
But where will they go? The MOST likely place is Petra. There are several
passages in Scripture that leads us to that conclusion.
•

“Moab is my washbasin, upon Edom I toss my sandal; over
Philistia, I shout in triumph.” Who will bring me to the fortified
city? Who will lead me to Edom? Is it not you, O God, you who
have rejected us and no longer go out with our armies? Give us aid
against the enemy, for the help of man is worthless. With God, we
will gain the victory, and he will trample down our enemies.”
Psalm 60:8–12

To begin, “Moab” is God’s “washbasin.” A better translation is a garbage
can. And concerning “Edom,” God throws His “shoe” at it. The
“Edomites” are descendants of Esau, whom God clearly said, “He hates.”
So why does the “Psalmist” want to go to Jordan? (Moab and Edom) The
answer is that Petra- “The Fortified City” is the BEST place for a “Remnant” of Jews to flee to.
•

“Go, my people, enter your rooms, and shut the doors behind you; hide yourselves for a little
while until his wrath has passed by. See, the LORD is coming out of his dwelling to punish the
people of the earth for their sins. The earth will disclose the bloodshed upon her; she will conceal
her slain no longer.” Isaiah 26:20–21

The “Landscape” of Petra is large enough to accommodate hundreds of thousands of people. And as you
can see in the picture, there are “many” caves or “rooms” in Petra for God’s People to live until the time
of “Wrath” or the Tribulation was passed
Interestingly, we also know that several times a year, there are “Flash Floods” in and “around” Israel. We
know that these floods have “hit” Petra and can reach heights of 5 or 6 feet and more. We also know that
anyone caught in these floods would most likely drown, as has happened in Petra, many years ago.
Therefore, the following verses will come of life.
•

“The woman fled into the desert to a place prepared for her by God, where she might be taken care
of for 1,260 days…When the dragon saw that he had been hurled to the earth, he pursued the woman
who had given birth to the male child. The woman was given the two wings of a great eagle, so that
she might fly to the place prepared for her in the desert, where she would be taken care of for a
time, times and half a time, out of the serpent’s reach. Then from his mouth, the serpent spewed
water like a river, to overtake the woman and sweep her away with the torrent. But the earth
helped the woman by opening its mouth and swallowing the river that the dragon had spewed out
of his mouth.” Revelation 12:5-17

The “Woman” is Israel-and “She” the Jews went to a “place prepared for her in the desert”-Petra for 3 ½
years or the second half of the 7 Year Tribulation. Then the Antichrist “Serpent” causes a flood (flash
flood) “like a river” to drown the “Woman.” But, “the earth,” an earthquake “opened its mouth” and
“swallowed the river.” This “opening” up of the ground for the water to go into “saves” the Israelites. Israel
will “survive”-they ALWAYS do. Israel is God’s NATION. And in the “END” ALL of Israel’s enemies
will be defeated. God WINS!
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That said, ONE DAY ALL “Surviving Israel” will be “saved.” God’s purpose concerning Israel will
FINALLY come to fruition as “surviving” Israel turns their heart to “The Living God.” Israelis who survive
the “Time of Tribulation” and the final conflict related to Armageddon will SEE Jesus coming out of the
clouds, and they will mourn as they look on Him—the ONE they have pierced—and they will finally
believe.
•

“This is the word of the LORD concerning Israel. The LORD, who stretches out the heavens, who
lays the foundation of the earth, and who forms the spirit of man within him, declares: “I am going
to make Jerusalem a cup that sends all the surrounding peoples reeling. Judah will be besieged as
well as Jerusalem. On that day, when all the nations of the earth are gathered against her, I will
make Jerusalem an immovable rock for all the nations. All who try to move it will injure themselves.
On that day, I will strike every horse with panic and its rider with madness,” declares the LORD. “I
will keep a watchful eye over the house of Judah, but I will blind all the horses of the nations. Then
the leaders of Judah will say in their hearts, ‘The people of Jerusalem are strong because the LORD
Almighty is their God.’ “On that day I will make the leaders of Judah like a firepot in a woodpile,
like a flaming torch among sheaves. They will consume right and left all the surrounding peoples,
but Jerusalem will remain intact in her place. “The LORD will save the dwellings of Judah first, so
that the honor of the house of David and of Jerusalem’s inhabitants may not be greater than that of
Judah. On that day, the LORD will shield those who live in Jerusalem so that the feeblest among
them will be like David, and the house of David will be like God, like the Angel of the LORD going
before them. On that day, I will set out to destroy all the nations that attack Jerusalem. “And I will
pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication.
They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an
only child and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son.” Zechariah 12:1–14

However, Israel won’t be the only Nation that mourns- “all nations of the earth will mourn.”
Again, referring to Matthew 24.
➢ Jesus said, “This Gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world,” and “The Son of
Man will appear in the sky, and all nations of the earth will mourn.”
So how will all the Nations SEE Jesus as He appears in the sky before “they” mourn? Technology via
television, radio, satellite, smartphones, and computers is enabling The Gospel to be preached to the “whole
world.” So, when He “appears,” someone will most likely hold up their smartphone, and the whole world
will SEE HIM, and they will mourn. They will say something like this. “Oh, NO, that IS Jesus. We were
wrong…
Now, let’s look at the last chapter of the book of Daniel.
Chapter Twelve-Daniel’s vision continues…
•

“At that time, Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. There will be a time
of distress, such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then. But at that time your
people—everyone whose name is found written in the book—will be delivered. Multitudes who
sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting
contempt.”
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“Michael is the “Great Prince” or the “Great Angel” and “Protector of Israel.” Michael has a “host” of
other Angels who report under him. Their job is to support and “protect your people” the Jews and also
“Spiritual Jews.” “A time of distress” again refers to “The Time of Tribulation.” “Everyone whose name
is found written in the book” again refers to “The Book of Life.” They “will be delivered” refers to Eternal
Life, which is only obtained by believing The Gospel of Jesus Christ. “Sleep” is referring to the body which
dies. “Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake” again refers to “The Resurrection of the
Dead.” Believers will receive a NEW and Glorified body. “Some to everlasting life” are those who have
“believed” and are going to “Heaven” and will one day receive a new glorified body. “Others to shame and
everlasting contempt” are those who rejected “Jesus and God’s Plan of Salvation and are going to “Hell.”
Daniel’s vision continues…
•

“Then I, Daniel, looked, and there before me stood two others, one on this bank of the river and
one on the opposite bank. One of them said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters
of the river, “How long will it be before these astonishing things are fulfilled?” The man clothed in
linen, who was above the waters of the river, lifted his right hand and his left hand toward heaven,
and I heard him swear by him who lives forever, saying, “It will be for a time, times and half a
time. When the power of the holy people has been finally broken, all these things will be completed.
“I heard, but I did not understand. So, I asked, “My lord, what will the outcome of all this be?” He
replied, “Go your way, Daniel, because the words are closed up and sealed until the time of the
end. Many will be purified, made spotless, and refined, but the wicked will continue to be wicked.
None of the wicked will understand, but those who are wise will understand. “From the time that
the daily sacrifice is abolished and the abomination that causes desolation is set up, there will be
1,290 days. Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches the end of 1,335 days. As for you, go
your way till the end. You will rest, and then at the end of the day, you will rise to receive your
allotted inheritance.”

“The man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river,” is most likely Jesus. He confirms that
the second half of the final 7 years “will be for a time, times and half a time” or 3 ½ years. “Many will be
purified, made spotless and refined,” refers to MANY, who will become believers during the Tribulation.
Then Jesus says that after the Final “Abomination that causes desolation,” there will be 1,290 days. And
then He says, “blessed is the one who waits and reaches 1,335 days.” So why is there a discrepancy of
“time?” First, it was an additional 30 days and then an additional 45 days after the 1,260 days of “Time.”
The answer is there isn’t a discrepancy in “time” at all. Jesus says that Daniel “will rest,” meaning his soul
will “rest in Heaven.” Remember that the souls of ALL believers are resting in Heaven, too. Also remember
that after the Final 7 years, Jesus RETURNS to set up His Millennial Kingdom in the New Jerusalem.
“At the end of the days” refers to after the 1,260 days. Then Daniel “you” “will rise,” meaning he will
receive a new glorified body. And Daniel will “receive your allotted inheritance.” Remember that ALL
believers will also receive a new glorified body and will also be “allocated an inheritance.” Therefore, for
“30” days after the “End of Time,” Jesus is mostly likely doling out our “allocated inheritance.” And most
likely, after that, for the following “45 days” Jesus is allocating various Kingdom responsibilities. After
all, we will be ruling and reigning with Jesus for 1,000 years. There are many things to do to maintain His
Kingdom.
The bottom line is that God has “added” 75 days after the “End of Time” for His Kingdom purposes.
“Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches to the end of 1,335 days” means that “some” believers will
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remain alive during the Tribulation and see this prophecy to the “end.” As for Daniel (you and me), our
“time will end” on the earth before all this takes place. But there is HOPE for this GLORIOUS FUTURE.
In conclusion, the book of Daniel is the most important book in the Bible—concerning God’s LOVE for
His Land-Israel, His LOVE for His People-the Jews, and His LOVE for His home- Jerusalem. It is also
about God’s desire for the salvation of His People and His graciously extending mercy and salvation to the
Gentiles. The book of Daniel clearly reveals that God has established His “Set Times” and that NOTHING
or NO ONE can stand in His way as He unveils and accomplishes His will.
Therefore, as you look at The Temple Mount, remember some of the things we’ve learned.
1. God has established “set times,” and they cannot be
changed, altered, or eliminated.
2. God uses His people, the Jews, to accomplish His
will.
3. God uses Kings, Rulers, and Nations-even if
they’re evil-pagans to accomplish His plans.
4. God uses Angels to support and protect both
believers and unbelievers for His purposes.
5. The “Time of the Gentiles” most likely began when
King Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the First Temple.
6. God also uses the Gentiles to accomplish His will.
7. “The Abomination that causes desolation” occurred here in the PAST. It can be seen here in the
PRESENT. And it will also happen here in the FUTURE.
8. Jesus will come back to build His Eternal Kingdom in the “New Jerusalem”—and all HIS “Saints”
with Him—in new glorified and resurrected bodies. AMEN!
I hope that our short study of the book of Daniel has encouraged you.
God is in control!
I realize that everyone who reads Daniel is in a different place in their “faith walk” with The Lord. So, you
may not fully understand the “Timing” of “End Time” events. That’s okay! But we can ALL agree that our
faith and our salvation rest assuredly on these facts.
✓ Jesus died.
✓ Jesus Rose.
✓ Jesus Sent His Holy Spirit.
✓ He WILL RETURN.
Let’s continue reviewing God’s Trumpets.
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The Sounding of God’s Trumpets Continues
Jesus shows John, “What Must Soon Take Place”
To review, in Revelation chapters 1-5. “John” is speaking in the “Present Day.” However, there is a
“transition,” which takes place after John writes the “Seven Letters” to the “Seven Churches.” John is
ushered “Up” into God’s “Throne Room” to “witness” all the events that will take place in the “future.”
And chapters 6-22 of Revelation outlines what will take place in the future.
➢ “After this, I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I
had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, “Come up here, and I will show you what
must take place after this.” Revelation 4:1
We are now “looking” into “Future Time.” John records the “events” that Jesus shows him “what must
take place after this.” Granted many of the “Future” events that John records in Revelation we have
already covered in our review of Daniel. Again, please remember that “Revelation” was written in
“chronological order.”
In God’s “Throne Room,” John sees a Throne with “someone” sitting in it. It’s The Lord God Almighty.
John sees 24 other thrones circling the Throne of God. And seated on the 24 thrones are 24 “elders.”
•

At once, I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on
it…Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four
elders…

John sees “Four Living Creatures” (Angelic Beings), who are praising God-day and night. John also
observes the 24 “elders” falling down before God, laying their “crowns” before The Lord God Almighty
and praising HIM, too.
•

In the center, around the throne, were four living creatures…Day and night they never stop saying:
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.” Whenever the living
creatures give glory, honor, and thanks to him who sits on the throne and who lives forever and
ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne and worship him who lives
forever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say: “You are worthy, our Lord and
God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will, they were
created and have their being.” Revelation 4:2–11

To better understand the following, let’s go back to the story of Esther.
You’ll recall that King Xerxes (all Kings) had given his “Signet Ring” which was used to inscribe the
“insignia” of the King on “official documents.” Haman has been given the King’s ring to issue “decrees”
regarding the fate of the Jews. But after he was “found out” and hanged, the King’s ring was retrieved from
Haman's finger and given to Mordecai. Then Mordecai used the King’s “Signet Ring” to overturn the
decrees that the Jew Hater, Haman, had enacted.
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Likewise, a “Signet Ring” was also used to seal a “Last Will and Testament.” And the wealthiest
people had multiple people place their “Insignia” on their “Last Will and Testament.” And when the person
who initiated the “Will,” died, “each person” who had inscribed their “Insignia” had to be present when
the “Last Will and Testament” was opened. Of course, if one of the people who had inscribed their
“Insignia” died, then an heir would come in their place.
It is also presumed that a “Last Will and Testament” (like other “important” documents) was rolled up like
a “Scroll.”
With that in mind, John has been ushered “Up” into God’s
Throne Room and, he sees that The Lord God Almighty has
a “Scroll” sealed with “Seven Seals” in His right hand.
This “Scroll” may well be the most “important” document
ever! Why? This “Scroll” is the “Title Deed to the Earth,”
and the “Rightful Heir” is about to receive it. But why are
there “Seven Seals” and not another number? The Bible
doesn’t say, but it is my opinion that the “Seven Spirits” (Witnessing Angels) who served at God’s Throne
may have had “Signet Rings.” (remember the significance of the signet ring in the story of Esther). And if
they did, then they inscribed their “Insignia” into the “Scroll.” But God’s Angels (are not worthy to open
the “Scroll”). The ONLY “One” who is worthy to open the “Scroll” is Jesus Christ, The Lamb of God.
After Jesus takes this scroll from His Father’s (The Lord God Almighty) right hand, the Four Living
Creatures and the 24 Elders fall before Jesus, and they sing a “new song.” Then John hears the voice of
“Millions” of Angels singing and giving praise to Jesus.
•

“Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides and
sealed with seven seals. And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, “Who is worthy to
break the seals and open the scroll?” But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open
the scroll or even look inside it. I wept and wept because no one was found who was worthy to
open the scroll or look inside. Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of
the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven
seals.” Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne,
encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. He had seven horns, and seven eyes, which are
the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. He came and took the scroll from the right hand
of him who sat on the throne. And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twentyfour elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp, and they were holding golden bowls
full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. And they sang a new song: “You are worthy to
take the scroll and to open its seals because you were slain, and with your blood, you purchased
men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. You have made them to be a
kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.” Then I looked and heard
the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten
thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. In a loud voice, they
sang: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength
and honor and glory and praise!” Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the
earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: “To him who sits on the throne and to the
Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, forever and ever!” Revelation 5:1–13
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Four Horses and Four Horsemen
As Jesus opens the first four seals of Seven Seals, four horses and four “horsemen” are unveiled who will
bring “Tribulation” to the earth.
Jesus opens the first seal.
•

“I watched as the Lamb opened the first of the seven seals. Then I heard one of the four living
creatures say in a voice like thunder, “Come!” I looked, and there before me was a white horse! Its
rider held a bow, and he was given a crown, and he rode out as a conqueror bent on conquest.”

The rider on the first horse (a white horse) is representative of the “evil one.” However, there is a “TRUE”
White Horse reserved for Jesus Christ—at His Second coming.
Jesus opens the second seal.
•

“When the Lamb opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, “Come!” Then
another horse came out, a fiery red one. Its rider was given power to take peace from the earth and
to make men slay each other. To him was given a large sword.”

Jesus opens the third seal.
•

“When the Lamb opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come!” I looked, and
there before me was a black horse! Its rider was holding a pair of scales in his hand. Then I heard
what sounded like a voice among the four living creatures, saying, “A quart of wheat for a day’s
wages, and three quarts of barley for a day’s wages, and do not damage the oil and the wine!”

Jesus opens the fourth seal.
•

“When the Lamb opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, “Come!”
I looked, and there before me was a pale horse! Its rider was named Death, and Hades was following
close behind him. They were given power over a fourth of the earth to kill by sword, famine, and
plague, and by the wild beasts of the earth.”

Jesus opens the fifth seal.
•

“When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain because
of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained. They called out in a loud voice, “How
long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our
blood?” Then each of them was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a little longer, until
the number of their fellow servants and brothers who were to be killed as they had been was
completed.”

The first five seals of the “Scroll with Seven Seals” have been opened.
Jesus opens the sixth seal, and it is followed by a “Great Earthquake” and another Blood Moon. (“Great
Multitude” are those who “believed” the Gospel of Jesus Christ during the Tribulation).
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“I watched as he opened the sixth seal. There was a great earthquake. The sun turned black like sackcloth
made of goat hair, the whole moon turned blood red… Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals,
the rich, the mighty, and every slave and every free man hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains.
They called to the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the
throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?”
After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the
earth to prevent any wind from blowing on the land or on the sea or on any tree. Then I saw another angel
coming up from the east, having the seal of the living God. He called out in a loud voice to the four angels
who had been given power to harm the land and the sea: “Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until
we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.” Then I heard the number of those who were
sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel…After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude
that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people, and language, standing before the throne and in
front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands.”
Revelation 4,5,6,7
Jesus opens the seventh seal.
•

“There is silence in heaven…
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Seven Angels Sound Seven Trumpets

Now, Seven Angels who stand before God are each given a TRUMPET to sound. And as each Angel
sounds their Trumpet, a different aspect of the “Time of Tribulation” is revealed.
•

“When he opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. And I saw
the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven trumpets…Then the seven
angels who had the seven trumpets prepared to sound them (Revelation 8:1–9:21).

But what type of Trumpet do the Seven Angels sound? Are God’s “Seven Angels,” sounding the
“Temple Trumpet” or “Shofar Trumpet?” The Bible doesn’t say, but we can make a reasonable conclusion.
To begin, the Bible says the “earthly” Temple is a copy or shadow of the “Heavenly” Temple. In the
“earthly” Temple, only “Priests” served God there, and on top of the “earthly,” Temple was a “Place for
Trumpeting,” where only Priests sounded “Temple Trumpets.” In the “Heavenly” Temple, Angels serve
God there, in a “Priestly” capacity. Similarly, there must be a “Place for Trumpeting” in the “Heavenly”
Temple. Now, consider that “Angels” are “higher in authority” than the earthly “Priests.” Therefore, we
can conclude that the Seven Angels are sounding “Temple Trumpets.”
When you go to the “Archaeological Park”
at the Davidson Center Museum in
Jerusalem, and you see the “Trumpeting
Stone,” remember that you’re not looking
at a “Big Rock.”
Instead, you’re being reminded that in the
“Place of Trumpeting in the Heavenly
Temple, “Seven Angels” will sound Seven
Trumpets.
In this picture, I’ve placed an Angel
sounding the Temple Trumpet within “The
Place of Trumpeting.”
Continuing…
The first angel sounded his trumpet…
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“A third of the earth was burned up, a third of the trees were burned up, and all the green grass was
burned up.”

The second angel sounded his trumpet…
•

“A third of the sea turned into blood, a third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of
the ships were destroyed.”

The third angel sounded his trumpet…
•

“A third of the waters turned bitter, and many people died from the waters that had become bitter.”

The fourth angel sounded his trumpet…
•

“A third of the sun was struck, a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of them
turned dark. A third of the day was without light, and also a third of the night.”

John hears an Eagle reveal that the final three Trumpets are “WOE” Trumpets.
•

“I heard an eagle that was flying in midair call out in a loud voice: “Woe! Woe! Woe! to the
inhabitants of the earth, because of the trumpet blasts about to be sounded by the other three
angels!”

With the sounding of each “Woe,” Trumpet MORE “Tribulation” is unleashed on the earth.
The fifth angel sounded the 1st “WOE” Trumpet.
•

“I saw a star that had fallen from the sky to the earth. The star was given the key to the shaft of the
Abyss. When he opened the Abyss, smoke rose from it like the smoke from a gigantic furnace. The
sun and sky were darkened by the smoke from the Abyss. And out of the smoke, locusts came down
upon the earth and were given power like that of scorpions of the earth. They were told not to harm
the grass of the earth or any plant or tree, but only those people who did not have the seal of God
on their foreheads. They were not given power to kill them, but only to torture them for five months.
And the agony they suffered was like that of the sting of a scorpion when it strikes a man. During
those days,’ men will seek death but will not find it; they will long to die, but death will elude
them...The first woe is past; two other woes are yet to come.” Revelation 9

The sixth angel sounds the 2nd “WOE” Trumpet. The Return of Jesus Christ is imminent.
•

“I heard a voice coming from the horns of the golden altar that is before God. It said to the sixth
angel who had the trumpet, “Release the four angels… And the four angels who had been kept
ready for this very hour and day and month and year were released to kill a third of mankind. The
number of the mounted troops was two hundred million…A third of mankind was killed… The rest
of mankind that were not killed by these plagues still did not repent of the work of their hands; they
did not stop worshiping demons, and idols of gold, silver, bronze, stone, and wood—idols that
cannot see or hear or walk. Nor did they repent of their murders, their magic arts, their sexual
immorality, or their thefts. Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven… [the
angel] said, “There will be no more delay! But in the days when the seventh angel is about to sound
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his trumpet, the mystery of God will be accomplished, just as he announced to his servants the
prophets…The second woe has passed; the third woe is coming soon.” Revelation 9:13–11:14

Two Witnesses
To recap…
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

Seven Angels have each received a “Temple Trumpet” to sound.
The first four Trumpets have sounded as “Tribulation” is unleashed on the earth.
John hears the voice of an Eagle, and the final Three Trumpets is called “Woe Trumpets.”
The fifth Trumpet (1st Woe Trumpet) has sounded.
The sixth Trumpet (2nd Woe Trumpet) is sounded, and God brings forth “Two Witnesses.”

The arrival of these “Two Witnesses” will occur at the beginning of the second part (3 ½ years) of the final
“Seven Years” of time. These “Two Witnesses” will prophesy for 1,260 days, and NO ONE can harm
them. But at the “end,” the “Two Witnesses” will be “killed” by the Antichrist. However, after 3½ days,
the “Two Witnesses” will be resurrected and ushered back into Heaven.
•

“I was given a reed like a measuring rod and was told, “Go and measure the temple of God and the
altar and count the worshipers there. But exclude the outer court; do not measure it, because it has
been given to the Gentiles. They will trample on the holy city for 42 months. And I will give power
to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth.” These are the
two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth. If anyone tries to
harm them, fire comes from their mouths and devours their enemies. This is how anyone who wants
to harm them must die. These men have power to shut up the sky so that it will not rain during the
time they are prophesying, and they have power to turn the waters into blood and to strike the earth
with every kind of plague as often as they want. Now when they have finished their testimony, the
beast that comes up from the Abyss will attack them and overpower and kill them. Their bodies will
lie in the street of the great city, which is figuratively called Sodom and Egypt, where also their
Lord was crucified. For three and a half days men from every people, tribe, language, and nation
will gaze on their bodies and refuse them burial. The inhabitants of the earth will gloat over them
and will celebrate by sending each other gifts because these two prophets had tormented those who
live on the earth. But after the three and a half days a breath of life from God entered them, and
they stood on their feet, and terror struck those who saw them. Then they heard a loud voice from
heaven saying to them, “Come up here.” And they went up to heaven in a cloud, while their enemies
looked on. At that very hour, there was a severe earthquake, and a tenth of the city collapsed. Seven
thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the survivors were terrified and gave glory to
the God of heaven. The second woe [Sixth Trumpet] has passed; the third woe [Seventh Trumpet]
is coming soon. Revelation 11:1–14

So, who are these “Two Witnesses?” The Bible doesn’t say. But many Bible commentators agree that the
“Two Witnesses” could be Enoch and Elijah. Interestingly, both men did not die. They were “Taken.”
Therefore, the theory is that God brings both men back (so that He can use them) but also so that they
might taste death. Let’s take a look.
Enoch did not die.
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The book of Jude tells us that in the genealogies, Enoch was the seventh from Adam.
•

“Enoch, the seventh from Adam…”

In Genesis 4:17, we learn that Cain (one of Adam and Eve’s two sons) was the father of Enoch.
•

“Cain lay with his wife, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Enoch. Cain was then
building a city, and he named it after his son Enoch.”

And in Genesis 5:21–24 we read
•

“When Enoch had lived 65 years, he became the father of Methuselah. And after he became the
father of Methuselah, Enoch walked with God 300 years and had other sons and daughters.
Altogether, Enoch lived 365 years. Enoch walked with God; then, he was no more because God
took him away.”

And in Hebrews 11:5–6, we read.
•

“By faith, Enoch was taken from this life so that he did not experience death; he could not be
found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one
who pleased God.?”

Elijah did not die.
•

“When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were
on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; the LORD has sent me to Bethel.”
But Elisha said, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So, they
went down to Bethel. The company of the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha and asked, “Do
you know that the LORD is going to take your master from you today?” “Yes, I know,” Elisha
replied, “but do not speak of it.” Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, Elisha; the LORD has sent
me to Jericho.” And he replied, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave
you.” So, they went to Jericho. The company of the prophets at Jericho went up to Elisha and
asked him, “Do you know that the LORD is going to take your master from you today?” “Yes, I
know,” he replied, “but do not speak of it.” Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; the LORD has
sent me to the Jordan.” And he replied, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not
leave you.” So, the two of them walked on. Fifty men of the company of the prophets went and
stood at a distance, facing the place where Elijah and Elisha had stopped at the Jordan. Elijah
took his cloak, rolled it up, and struck the water with it. The water divided to the right and to
the left, and the two of them crossed over on dry ground. When they had crossed, Elijah said to
Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for you before I am taken from you?” “Let me inherit a double
portion of your spirit,” Elisha replied. “You have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah said, “yet if
you see me when I am taken from you, it will be yours—otherwise not.” As they were walking
along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire appeared and separated
the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. Elisha saw this and cried out,
“My father! My father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!” And Elisha saw him no more.
Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them apart. He picked up the cloak that had fallen
from Elijah and went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. Then he took the cloak that had
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fallen from him and struck the water with it. “Where now is the LORD, the God of Elijah?” he
asked. When he struck the water, it divided to the right and to the left, and he crossed over. The
company of the prophets from Jericho, who were watching, said, “The spirit of Elijah is resting
on Elisha.” 2 Kings 2:1–18
In the book of Malachi, the prophet Malachi says that Elijah will come…
•

“Before that great and dreadful day of the Lord.”

Religious Jews expect Elijah to “return.”
So, the Jews leave a “Place Setting” for Elijah on the Passover Table. This is also why they leave the door
slightly open in case he returns during the Passover celebration.
Revelation 11 indicates that after the “Two Witnesses” die, their bodies are laid out in the streets of the
“Great City” (Jerusalem) for 3½ days. But then both are resurrected and ushered back into Heaven.
Therefore, Enoch and Elijah could be the “Two Witnesses.”

Mount of Transfiguration

Another possibility is that the “Two Witnesses” are Moses and Elijah. While in Israel, your tour bus will
stop so you can take a picture of “Mount Tabor,” also called the “Mount of Transfiguration.” Here, Jesus
raised up Moses and Elijah to be with Him, so why these two men? Moses and Elijah represent the two
major components of the Old Testament. Moses brought down the Law (Ten Commandments) from Mount
Sinai. And of all the prophets in the Old Testament, Elijah was the greatest prophet.
➢ “After six days, Jesus took with him Peter, James, and John, the brother of James, and led them up
a high mountain by themselves. There he was transfigured before them... Just then there appeared
before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. Peter said to Jesus…If you wish, I will put up
three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah…As they were coming down the
mountain, Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell anyone what you have seen, until the Son of Man has
been raised from the dead.” The disciples asked him, “Why then do the teachers of the law say
that Elijah must come first?” Jesus replied, “To be sure, Elijah comes and will restore all things.
But I tell you, Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, but have done to him
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everything they wished. In the same way, the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.”
Matthew 17:1-12

God’s Three Angels- One FINAL Opportunity to Believe
God desires that ALL will come to HIM and believe, which is why during “just before” Jesus returns,
That’s why in Revelation, Three Angels in Heaven “CALL OUT” ONE LAST TIME!
The first Angel-the preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
•

“Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those
who live on the earth—to every nation, tribe, language, and people. He said in a loud voice, “Fear
God and give him glory because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who made the
heavens, the earth, the sea, and the springs of water.”

The second Angel-the destruction of ALL who Oppose God and His Ways.
•

“A second angel followed and said, “Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great, which made all the
nations drink the maddening wine of her adulteries.”

The third Angel-the Reality of an Eternal Hell.
•

“A third angel followed them and said in a loud voice: “If anyone worships the beast and his image
and receives his mark on the forehead or on the hand, he, too, will drink of the wine of God’s fury,
which has been poured full strength into the cup of his wrath. He will be tormented with burning
sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment rises
forever and ever. There is no rest day or night for those who worship the beast and his image, or
for anyone who receives the mark of his name.” Revelation 14:6–13

➢ Jesus said, “For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall
have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.” John 6:39–40

With Trumpet Sounding-God Sends His Angels to Gather His Elect
Let’s go back to what Jesus said must take place “before” He Returns-His Second Coming, in Matthew
24:1–31
We know from our review of Daniel that the event, “When you see standing in the holy place, the
abomination that causes desolation spoken of through the prophet Daniel” is referring to an event during
the second half of the “Seven Year Tribulation.”
We also know that just before His return, “The Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all nations of the
earth will mourn,” and “They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky.” We looked at these
events in our review of Daniel and Revelation.
Now, here is the last event Jesus said will take place before He Returns.
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➢ “God will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four
winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.”
To begin, this is not referring to the “Last Trumpet” before all believers are taken to meet Jesus in the air
(Rapture). Instead, Jesus is referring to the “Gathering” of God’s “Elect.”
So, who is God’s “elect?”
God’s “elect” refers to Israel,” the Jews, who have “believed” and received “Salvation which will occur
after the Battle of Armageddon. Another term is “Surviving Israel,” who finally believes the Gospel of
Jesus Christ as they “return” to their God.
•

“In that day, the remnant of Israel, the survivors of the house of Jacob, will no longer rely on him
who struck them down but will truly rely on the LORD, the Holy One of Israel. A remnant will
return, a remnant of Jacob will return to the Mighty God.” Isaiah 10:20–21

With this in mind, the first six (of Seven Angels) have sounded their Temple Trumpets. The time of
“Tribulation” is just about over, and Jesus’ Return to Jerusalem is imminent. So, how does God “gather”
His “elect” (Jewish and Gentile believers) to be with Him when He returns?
God will SOUND a Trumpet to summon His Angels who will “gather” His “elect,” from the “four winds”
(four corners) of the world. ALL will come to Jerusalem-God’s Holy City.
•

“In that day, the LORD will thresh from the flowing Euphrates to the Wadi of Egypt, and you, O
Israelites, will be gathered up one by one. And in that day a great trumpet will sound. Those who
were perishing in Assyria and those who were exiled in Egypt will come and worship the LORD on
the holy mountain in Jerusalem.” Isaiah 27:12–13

Page 487 ©2016 by Michael (Ben) Attar
You can read, download, or print this manuscript at www.GoodMoodFoundation.org

“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM
Subtitled “Sound the Trumpets in Zion”

The Seventh Angel Sounds the TrumpetJesus Christ RETURNS
The seventh angel sounded the 3rd “WOE” Trumpet.
•

“There were loud voices in heaven, which said: “The kingdom of the world has become the
kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign forever and ever.” Revelation 11:15–
19

Sound the Trumpets in Zion-Jesus Christ has returned.
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Now, let consider the Gospel of Jesus Christ…

The Gospel of Jesus Christ
Now, let’s answer the most important question, anyone can ask.
•

“But how can a mortal be righteous before God?” Job 9:2

The answer to this question is revealed in The Gospel of Jesus Christ.
To begin, who is Jesus Christ?
1. Jesus Christ is God’s One and Only Son and the “Middle Person” of the Trinity.
2. Jesus came to the earth as a baby (God in the Flesh) born of a virgin.
3. Jesus lived a sinless life.
4. Jesus was crucified.
5. Jesus died as a “Sin Substitute.”
6. Jesus was buried.
7. Jesus rose from the grave on the “Third Day.”
8. Jesus gave us His LIFE. He “Lives” in the hearts of those who Believe in His Gospel.
What is The Gospel of Jesus Christ?
The term “Gospel” means “Good News.” But to appreciate the “Good News,” we first need to understand
the “Bad News” and the “Old News.”
Bad News: After careful scrutiny into our own personal lives and a study of the Bible, we must come to
the sobering conclusion that we are all born sinners. In more personal terms, the Bible declares that every
person who is born (natural birth) is born programmed to follow the sin (fleshly) nature. Everyone is born
with the “Adamic” nature. We all come from Adam. And because Adam sinned, we ALL sin. The Bible
also declares that the wages of the sin (fleshly nature) is death. The term “death” can mean literal death.
But it always means spiritual death. God describes the sinful (fleshly) nature in this way.
•

“The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity, and debauchery; idolatry
and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions, and
envy; drunkenness, orgies.” Galatians 5:19-21

Old News: The Old News is the message of the “Old Covenant”-The LAW. Sin separated His people from
God, so He required an animal to be sacrificed for every sin His people committed. Therefore, the sinner
went to The Temple and took with him a spotless animal, like a sheep. At the Temple, he would place his
hands on the animal and confess his sin. Through the shedding of blood, that person was restored back into
fellowship with God. That is until they sinned again. This repetitive cycle of sin and sacrifice was neverending. Thankfully, God, through the prophet, Jeremiah, said that a “New Covenant” was coming for His
People.
Good News: The “Good News” is that God no longer requires the sacrifice of an animal for sins. Instead
of putting your sins on an animal (Old News), God put ALL YOUR sin “Past, Present and Future” on His
Son, Jesus Christ. Therefore, “Righteousness” (a Right Standing with God) which was unattainable in the
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“Old Covenant” (because NO ONE could obey all 613 Laws), is now obtainable in the “New Covenant”
by placing your FAITH in what Jesus Christ did on the cross for you. That’s “Good News.”
The Apostle Paul, (a Hebrew Christian) and author of the book of Romans expounds (Romans 1-8) on the
question, how can a person have a “Right Standing” (Righteous) with God?
Admit that you are a sinner and that you (NO ONE) can stand before a Holy God. Also, recognize
that God in His mercy provided a “Way” for you to have a “right standing” with Him. This
“Righteousness” is only obtained by faith in Jesus Christ.
•

“Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God— the
gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures regarding his Son, who
as to his human nature was a descendant of David, and who through the Spirit of holiness was
declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord…
I am not ashamed of the gospel because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who
believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. For in the gospel, a righteousness from God is
revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will
live by faith.” The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and
wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness since what may be known about
God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world
God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being
understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse… Therefore, God gave them
over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with
one another… Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God,
he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. They have become filled
with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed, and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife,
deceit, and malice. They are gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant, and boastful; they
invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; they are senseless, faithless, heartless,
ruthless. Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death,
they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them…We
have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under sin. As it is written: “There
is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God. All have
turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even
one…Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through
the law, we become conscious of sin. But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been
made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness from God comes
through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe …For we maintain that a man is justified by faith
apart from observing the law…” Romans 1-3

Believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ and place ALL of your faith in Him and Him alone.
Here's an excellent example of what it means to place ALL of your faith in something.
To begin, consider that when you work for an employer, you are owed “wages” for the work you performed.
In summary, if you work, you will receive a paycheck. However, the Bible is clear that we cannot “work”
for our Salvation. There is NOTHING we can do to have a “right relationship” with God. Instead, we are
all sinners, unworthy, and deserving of eternal death and punishment. But God in His Mercy, provided a
“Spotless Passover Lamb” to be our “sin substitute.” Jesus Christ took ALL sin and placed it on Himself.
Therefore, like Abraham (father of the Jews and the Gentiles), “Righteousness”- right standing with God
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is obtained by believing. But belief must not be an intellectual understanding, as even the Devil believes
(understands) that Jesus is the Son of God, Jesus rose from the grave on the third day, etc. Instead, you
must believe and place ALL of your faith in the Truth of The Gospel of Jesus Christ.
I’ll use the illustration of a chair to make my point.
A chair was designed for a person to sit in and relax. A chair was designed for a person to put ALL of their
weight and their “cares” in the chair.
However, in this image, the woman is placing only some of her faith in the chair.
She is working. Only part of her body is sitting in the chair. She has also put some
of her weight on one leg and has extended her arms to balance herself. But that’s
not what a chair was designed to do.
In this image, the man is comfortably relaxed, at peace, and has placed ALL of his weight and all of his
faith in the chair.

•

“What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered in this matter? If, in fact,
Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about—but not before God. What does
the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” Now
when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an obligation. However, to
the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as
righteousness. David says the same thing when he speaks of the blessedness of the man to whom
God credits righteousness apart from works: “Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven;
whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will never count against him.” Is
this blessedness only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? We have been saying that
Abraham’s faith was credited to him as righteousness. Under what circumstances was it credited?
Was it after he was circumcised, or before? It was not after, but before! And he received the sign
of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised.
So then, he is the father of all who believe but have not been circumcised, in order that righteousness
might be credited to them. And he is also the father of the circumcised who not only are circumcised
but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham had before he was
circumcised. It was not through law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he
would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. For if those who live
by law are heirs, faith has no value, and the promise is worthless because law brings wrath. And
where there is no law, there is no transgression. Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it
may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of
the law but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. As it is written:
“I have made you a father of many nations.” He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he
believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they were.
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Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it
had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” Without weakening in his faith, he faced the
fact that his body was as good as dead—since he was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah’s
womb was also dead. Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God but was
strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that God had power to do
what he had promised. This is why “it was credited to him as righteousness.” The words “it was
credited to him” were written not for him alone, but also for us, to whom God will credit
righteousness—for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.” Romans 4
Receive “Salvation” (a Gift from God) by believing the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Therefore, you NOW
have a right standing with God- “Righteousness.”
To explain the “Gift” of salvation, let’s use the following example.
Let’s suppose you were dying of kidney failure because both of your kidneys were failing. The only thing
that would “save” you would be if someone “gave” you the “gift” of a new kidney. In other words, a
“loving person” would have to be found who would sacrificially allow a surgeon to remove one of their
kidneys and give it to you. Therefore, would your spouse “gladly” give you one of their kidneys? Would a
sibling or even your adult child be willing to provide you with a kidney? Most assuredly, YES! Why?
Because they love you.
Now, what are the chances that a random person walking on the street would be willing to provide you
with one of their kidneys? The answer is obvious.
And what are the chances that your worst enemy would give you one of their kidneys? ZERO!
That said, from the moment you were born, you were an enemy of God. You were not righteous (in right
standing) with God. Yet, though you were God’s enemy, He sent His One and Only Son to provide what
you needed so that you could “Live.” And not only that, God initiated a NEW and right relationship with
Him. Therefore, instead of condemning you and giving you what you deserve, which is punishment and
eternal separation from God. God provided a way for you to become “Righteous.” But God didn’t wait
until you became righteous to “save” you, which is IMPOSSIBLE! Instead, Jesus died for you while you
were still Un-Godly.
•

“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now
stand...You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.
Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly
dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ
died for us. Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from
God’s wrath through him! For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through
the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!
Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we
have now received reconciliation. Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and
death through sin, and in this way, death came to all men, because all sinned— for before the law
was given, sin was in the world. But sin is not taken into account when there is no law. Nevertheless,
death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by
breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come. But the gift is not like
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the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace
and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! Again, the
gift of God is not like the result of the one man’s sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought
condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and brought justification. For if, by the
trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive
God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one
man, Jesus Christ. Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men,
so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. For just
as through the disobedience of the one man, the many were made sinners, so also through the
obedience of the one man, the many will be made righteous. The law was added so that the trespass
might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, so that, just as sin reigned in
death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.” Romans 5

ANY Person can Come “Home” to Their Heavenly Father
The Bible is clear, there are only two groups of people, “Jews” and “Gentiles.” And within these two
groups of people, there are “believers” and “unbelievers.” “Believers” (Jew or Gentile) are those people
who have believed the Gospel of Jesus Christ and had all of their sins forgiven and will spend eternity with
God. However, those who do not believe will suffer “loss,” including spending eternity apart from God.
This includes being eternally separated from their loved ones who were believers.
Therefore, if you still are not a believer, God has again given you another opportunity to believe.
For as long as there is “Today”-Today is the Day of Salvation.
There is nothing that you have done (or will ever do) to be undeserving of God’s wondrous grace and
forgiveness. In the following parable, a young Jewish son commits several heinous acts. First, he asks for
his inheritance while his father is still living. Then he squanders the money on prostitutes and wild living.
The Jewish boy finds himself in a pigsty (Jews hate pigs), hoping to eat what the pigs were eating. Then
he comes to the “end of himself.”
➢ Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give
me my share of the estate.’ So, he divided his property between them. “Not long after that, the
younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth
in wild living. After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country,
and he began to be in need. So, he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent
him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating,
but no one gave him anything. “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s
hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! I will set out and go back to my
father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy
to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.’ So, he got up and went to his father.
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him;
he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have
sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ “But the
father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger
and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. For this
son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So, they began to celebrate…
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But we had to celebrate and be glad because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he
was lost and is found.’” Luke 15:11-32

Shabbat- a “Day of Rest” for God’s People

Shabbat is a “Day of Rest” for God’s People.
God instructed His people to work for six days and then to rest on the seventh day.
In Israel, everyone rests on the Sabbath (Saturday) except for essential services. Jews in Israel (and around
the World) take the Sabbath seriously. The Sabbath begins at sunset on Friday evening and ends on
Saturday night. The Sabbath is a remembrance that after God created the world—He rested from His
labors” (Genesis 2:2).
When you visit Israel, on Friday evening, you’ll notice many families who have come to share a Shabbat
meal together. You will see the man of each family take a prayer book, challah (Jewish bread) and wine.
He will recite the blessings over the bread and the wine before partaking in the Shabbat meal.
Every hotel in Israel has two or more sets of elevators. One set of elevators is explicitly designated as the
“Shabbat Elevator.” During Sabbath, the Shabbat elevator stops at every floor. For some Jews, even
pushing the elevator button is considered work.
There are three rituals associated with the Sabbath.
1. Lighting the Sabbath candles.
2. Saying a blessing over wine.
3. Reciting a blessing over challah (Jewish bread).
In the New Covenant, we are not required to rest on the Sabbath. Our work or lifestyle may not allow us
to rest on Saturday. However, we should take ONE day out of the week to rest and worship God. Jesus was
a Jew, yet He still worked on the Sabbath when it was necessary. But Jesus also understood the importance
of rest and getting alone with His Father.
Jesus is the Lord of the Sabbath. He also healed on the Sabbath.
➢ “One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grain fields, and as his disciples walked along, they
began to pick some heads of grain. The Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they doing what is
unlawful on the Sabbath?” He answered, “Have you never read what David did when he and his
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companions were hungry and in need? In the days of Abiathar, the high priest, he entered the house
of God [Tabernacle] and ate the consecrated bread, [Table of Showbread], which is lawful only for
priests to eat. And he also gave some to his companions.” Then he said to them, “The Sabbath was
made for man, not man for the Sabbath. So, the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.” Another
time he went into the synagogue, and a man with a shriveled hand was there. Some of them were
looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal him on
the Sabbath. Jesus said to the man with the shriveled hand, “Stand up in front of everyone.” Then
Jesus asked them, “Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?”
But they remained silent. He looked around at them in anger and, deeply distressed at their stubborn
hearts, said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was completely
restored.” Mark 2:23-3-6
Jesus heals a man with dropsy (illness causing the whole body to swell) on the Sabbath.
➢ “One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being carefully
watched. There in front of him was a man suffering from dropsy. Jesus asked the Pharisees and
experts in the law, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?” But they remained silent. So, taking
hold of the man, he healed him and sent him away. Then he asked them, “If one of you has a son
or an ox that falls into a well on the Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull him out?” And they
had nothing to say.” Luke 14:1–6
Following, Jesus had healed a woman who was crippled (for 18 years) by a demonic spirit whom
Jesus had healed on the Sabbath.
➢ “Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue ruler said to the people, “There
are six days for work. So, come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath.” The Lord answered
him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or donkey from the stall and
lead it out to give it water? Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has
kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?” When he
said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were delighted with all the wonderful
things he was doing.” Luke 13:10–17

Salvation- a “Sabbath Rest” for God’s People
Salvation is a “Sabbath Rest” for the people of God.
God provided a “means” to deliver (“save”) His people from danger or suffering.
After the Exodus, the Nation of Israel made it to the border of the Promised Land. Moses sends out twelve
spies to scout out the Land (Israel. The twelve spies came back and reported that the Land was filled with
milk and honey, but there were giants in the Land. Two of the twelve spies, Joshua, and Caleb believed
that they could take the land promised to them by divine covenant with God. However, the other ten spies
did not believe they could take the Land. They said that they were like grasshoppers in comparison to the
giants. The “unbelievers” spread a bad report about the Land and caused the Israelites to grumble and
complain. So, God sent venomous snakes to punish them. However, God instructs Moses to put a bronze
snake on a pole. Anyone who looked at the snake would be “saved” and not die.
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“They
[The
Jewish
Nation]
traveled…to go around Edom. But the
people grew impatient on the way;
they spoke against God and against
Moses, and said, “Why have you
brought us up out of Egypt to die in
the desert? There is no bread! There is
no water! And we detest this
miserable food!” Then the LORD sent
venomous snakes among them; they
bit the people, and many Israelites
died. The people came to Moses and
said, “We sinned when we spoke
against the LORD and against you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away from us.” So,
Moses prayed for the people. The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole;
anyone who is bitten can look at it and live.” So, Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a
pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, he lived.” Numbers
21:4–9

In the book of Genesis, you’ll recall that after the “Fall” of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, God
curses SATAN-the serpent (snake). God also promises a “Redeemer” who will come to restore MAN and
crush the “serpent’s” head.
Following, Jesus, “The Redeemer,” refers to a bronze snake that Moses hung on a pole to Himself. He says
that if you believe in faith, you will not die, but have everlasting life. You will be “saved.”
➢ Jesus said; “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.” “How
can a man be born when he is old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely, he cannot enter a second time into
his mother’s womb to be born!” Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom
of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth
to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows
wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is
going. So, it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. “You are
Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? I tell you the truth, we speak
of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our
testimony. I have spoken to you of earthly things, and you do not believe; how then will you
believe if I speak of heavenly things? No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came
from heaven—the Son of Man…Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man
must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. “For God so loved the
world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world but to save the
world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe
stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.”
John 3:1–21
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The Doors of the “Promised Land”-Heaven, are Still Open
To understand the term “Heaven,” we need to understand that there are
“Three” Heavens.
1. An Atmospheric Heaven
2. A Stellar Heaven
3. God’s Home
The Apostle tells us about the “Third Heaven”-God’s Home.
•

“I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the
third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the body, I do not
know—God knows. And I know that this man—whether in the body
or apart from the body I do not know, but God knows— was caught
up to paradise.” 2 Corinthians 12:2–4

“The Third Heaven” (God’s Home) is where the “The Spirit” of a believer goes after he or she has died.
And because there is a “Third Heaven,” there are two other “heavens” as well.
❖ The sun, moon, and stars are the “Second”- Stellar Heaven.”
❖ The “air and sky,” 20 miles up to the “edge” of space, is the “First”- Atmospheric Heaven.
Interestingly, in Hebrew, the word for “Eden” (“Garden of Eden”) is the same word for “Heaven.”
So, when God said, He’ll create a “New Heaven.” Is it a “New (Eden) Heaven” or a “New (Third) Heaven?”
Maybe, it’s both.
➢ Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate but climbs
in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of
his sheep. The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own
sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of
them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. But they will never follow a stranger;
in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” Jesus used
this figure of speech, but they did not understand what he was telling them. Therefore, Jesus said
again, “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. All who ever came before me were thieves
and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate; whoever enters through me will
be saved. He will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy; I have come that they may have life and have it to the full.” John 10:1-10
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The Time is 11:59 P.M. in Egypt but Midnight Is Coming
At the beginning of our journey together, we looked at the Feast of Passover… And just before the Death
Angel came, Moses told each Jewish family to take the blood of a “spotless” lamb and to sprinkle its blood
on the doorposts of each Jewish home. Therefore, when the Death Angel came, He would “PASS-over the
Jewish homes with the blood on their doorposts.
For illustrative purposes, let’s say that the time is 11:59 P.M. in Egypt. The entire Hebrew Nation is still
under bondage and captivity. They are still slaves to the Egyptian Pharaoh. But then the Death Angel
came at “Midnight.”
•

“At midnight, the LORD killed the first-born son of every Egyptian family, from the son of the
king to the son of every prisoner in jail. He also killed the first-born male of every animal that
belonged to the Egyptians.” Exodus 12:29

The “Moment” the “Death Angel” came, the Jews were NO longer slaves. They were no longer under the
hand of an evil and cruel taskmaster. The entire Jewish Nation had become FREE!

The Time is 11:59 P.M. in Philippi but Midnight is Coming
Now, let’s say that the time is 11:59 P.M. in Philippi. Paul and Silas are in jail. They are prisoners and
captive to their jailers. But then a violent earthquake came at “Midnight.”
The “Moment” the violent earthquake occurred, Paul and Silas were NO longer slaves. They were no longer
under that hand of an evil and cruel taskmaster. They had become FREE! And that’s also what happened
to the jailer and his entire family. The “Moment” they believed the Gospel of Jesus Christ, they had
become FREE-too!
Paul and Silas share the Gospel with their jailer, and he and his family are saved.
•

After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the jailer was commanded
to guard them carefully... About midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God,
and the other prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that
the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once, all the prison doors flew open, and everybody’s
chains came loose. The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword
and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted,
“Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!” The jailer called for lights, rushed in, and fell trembling
before Paul and Silas. He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”
They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.”
Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. At that hour of the
night, the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately, he and all his family were
baptized. The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with
joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole family. Acts 16:16–34
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The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the POWER OF GOD unto Salvation.
➢ “I am not ashamed of the gospel because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who
believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. For in the gospel, a righteousness from God is
revealed, a righteousness that is by faith.” Romans 1:16–17
There is ONLY ONE person who can offer Salvation-Jesus Christ.
➢ Jesus said, “Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. For you
granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given
him. Now, this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
you have sent.” John 17:1–4
It doesn’t matter who you are or what you’ve done. ONLY those who “Believe” The Gospel will
enter Heaven.
➢ “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go
and work today in the vineyard.’ “‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went.
“Then, the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he
did not go. “Which of the two did what his father wanted?” “The first,” they answered. Jesus said
to them, “I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God
ahead of you. For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe
him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent
and believe him.” Matthew 21:28–32
Peter explains Salvation as he references Isaiah.
•

“Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people…It is by
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the
dead, that this man stands before you healed. He is “‘the stone you builders rejected, which has
become the capstone.’ Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:1–22

The Angels in Heaven rejoice over one lost sinner who repents.
➢ Jesus said, “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave the
ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? And when he finds it,
he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together
and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ I tell you that in the same way, there
will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous
persons who do not need to repent.” Luke 15:1–32
Prophesying in Jesus' name, driving out demons in Jesus' name, and performing miracles in Jesus'
name does not mean that a person knows Jesus or is going to Heaven.
➢ Jesus said, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but
only he who does the will of my Father, who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord,
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Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name, drive out demons and perform many
miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers.”
Matthew 7:21-23
Even doubting Thomas believed.
➢ “A week later, his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors
were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to
Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop
doubting and believe.” Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” Then Jesus told him, “Because
you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
John 20:24–30
Currently, believers and unbelievers co-exist on earth. But one day, the “harvest” (End of the Age) will
come. Unbelievers (weeds) will be “burned” and go to Hell. Believers (wheat) will be gathered to God’s
“barn”-Heaven.
➢ “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. But while everyone was
sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. When the wheat
sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. “The owner’s servants came to him and
said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then, did the weeds come from?’ “‘An
enemy did this,’ he replied. “The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’
“‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with
them. Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time, I will tell the harvesters: First, collect
the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my
barn…Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, “Explain
to us the parable of the weeds in the field.” He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is
the Son of Man. The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The
weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the
end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire,
so it will be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out
of his kingdom, everything that causes sin and all who do evil. They will throw them into the
fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine
like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.” Matthew 13:24–43
ALL are born clothed in “unrighteousness,” LIKE filthy (menstrual) rags. But “God’s righteousness is
made available to us by the blood of Jesus Christ. When we believe the Gospel, we exchange filthy clothes
for “wedding clothes”-white and spotless. ONLY those clothed in wedding clothes can live in Heaven.
➢ Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared
a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet
to tell them to come, but they refused to come. “Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell
those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have
been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’ “But they paid no
attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. The rest seized his servants,
mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those
murderers and burned their city. “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but
those I invited did not deserve to come. Go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone
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you find.’ So, the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find,
both good and bad, and the wedding hall was filled with guests. “But when the king came in to see
the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. ‘Friend,’ he asked, ‘how
did you get in here without wedding clothes?’ The man was speechless. “Then the king told the
attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” Matthew 22:1–14
In the book of Revelation, the “Tree of Life” is mentioned in the context of Heaven and Hell. ONLY those
who know Jesus and have HIS Righteousness (that comes by faith) can “eat” and have eternal life. Those
who don’t know Jesus are destined for eternal hell.
•

“Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go
through the gates into the city. Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually
immoral, the murderers, the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.” Revelation
22:14-15

God gave the Jewish people Abraham and ALL the prophets, but they didn’t believe them.
➢ Jesus said, “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury
every day. At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores and longing to eat
what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. “The time came when
the beggar died, and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was
buried. In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus
by his side. So, he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the
tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue because I am in agony in this fire.’ “But Abraham
replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus
received bad things, but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. And besides all this,
between us and you a great chasm has been fixed so that those who want to go from here to you
cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’ “He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send
Lazarus to my father’s house, for I have five brothers. Let him warn them so that they will not also
come to this place of torment.’ “Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them
listen to them.’ “‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they
will repent.’ “He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be
convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’” Luke 16:19-31
ONLY God can “Save” ANYONE. But we must preach the Gospel to EVERYONE.
•

“Then [King] Agrippa said to Paul, “You have permission to speak for yourself…“The Jews all
know the way I have lived ever since I was a child, from the beginning of my life in my own
country, and also in Jerusalem…I lived as a Pharisee…“I, too, was convinced that I ought to do all
that was possible to oppose the name of Jesus of Nazareth. And that is just what I did in Jerusalem.
On the authority of the chief priests, I put many of the saints in prison, and when they were put to
death, I cast my vote against them. Many a time, I went from one synagogue to another to have
them punished…I even went to foreign cities to persecute them. “On one of these journeys, I was
going to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests. About noon, O king, as
I was on the road, I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, blazing around me and my
companions. We all fell to the ground, and I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul,
why do you persecute me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’ “Then I asked, ‘Who are
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you, Lord?’ ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ the Lord replied. ‘Now get up and stand on
your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you have seen
of me and what I will show you. I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I
am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power
of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are
sanctified by faith in me.’ “So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven.
First to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and to the Gentiles also, I
preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance by their deeds…I am
saying nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said would happen— that the Christ would
suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would proclaim light to his own people and to the
Gentiles.” At this point, Festus interrupted Paul’s defense. “You are out of your mind, Paul!” he
shouted. “Your great learning is driving you insane.” “I am not insane, most excellent Festus,” Paul
replied. “What I am saying is true and reasonable…King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I
know you do.” Then Agrippa said to Paul, “Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade
me to be a Christian?” Paul replied, “Short time or long—I pray God that not only you but all who
are listening to me today may become what I am, except for these chains.” Acts 26:1–32
Jesus performed many other miracles that were NOT recorded in God’s Word. But the miracles which
were recorded were recorded so that we would believe.
•

“Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this
book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by
believing you may have life in his name.” John 20:31

The “door” into Heaven is still wide open. Salvation is always available 24/7. Today is the Day of
Salvation.” There is still time to enter His eternal rest. However, one day, the Gates of Heaven will be
closed.
➢ Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem.
someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?” He said to them, “Make
every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will
not be able to. Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside,
knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’ “But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where
you come from.’ “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’
“But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you evildoers!’
“There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and
all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. People will come from east
and west and north and south and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God. Indeed,
there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last.” Luke 13:22–30
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Valley of Hinnom

Before we continue our story, one of the most somber Biblical sites is we need to be reminded of “The
Valley of Hinnom” or “Gehenna” located “outside” of Jerusalem. As you can this by this “Modern Day”
picture, “The Valley of Hinnom” or “Gehenna” still looks repulsive. When you tour Israel, your tour bus
will stop so you can see and also take pictures. And it was here that the bodies of dead animals, criminals,
and every kind of filth were cast and consumed by fire. Also, in the Old Testament, lots of hellish things
occurred her, including the burning of sacrifices to foreign gods and the sacrificing of children.
•

“This is what the LORD says: “Go and buy a clay jar from a potter. Take along some of the elders
of the people and of the priests and go out to the Valley of Ben Hinnom, near the entrance of the
Potsherd Gate. There proclaim the words I tell you, and say, ‘Hear the word of the LORD, O kings
of Judah and people of Jerusalem. This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Listen!
I am going to bring a disaster on this place that will make the ears of everyone who hears of it
tingle. For they have forsaken me and made this a place of foreign gods; they have burned
sacrifices in it to gods that neither they nor their fathers nor the kings of Judah ever knew, and
they have filled this place with the blood of the innocent. They have built the high places of
Baal to burn their sons in the fire as offerings to Baal—something I did not command or
mention, nor did it enter my mind. So, beware, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when people
will no longer call this place Topheth or the Valley of Ben Hinnom, but the Valley of Slaughter.”
Jeremiah 19:1–6

In the New Testament, other hellish things took place in Gehenna. The chief priests bought a potter’s field
with Judas’s 30 pieces of silver and is also called the “Field of Blood.”
•

“Early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people came to the decision to put
Jesus to death. They bound him, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate, the governor. When
Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with remorse and
returned the thirty silver coins to the chief priests and the elders. “I have sinned,” he said, “for I
have betrayed innocent blood.” “What is that to us?” they replied. “That’s your responsibility.” So,
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Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself. The chief
priests picked up the coins and said, “It is against the law to put this into the treasury since it is
blood money.” So, they decided to use the money to buy the potter’s field as a burial place for
foreigners. That is why it has been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then what was spoken by
Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: “They took the thirty silver coins, the price set on him by the
people of Israel, and they used them to buy the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.” Matthew
27:1–10
Judas’s body burst open, and his intestines spilled out in Gehenna.
•

“With the reward he got for his wickedness, Judas bought a field; there he fell headlong, his body
burst open, and all his intestines spilled out. Everyone in Jerusalem heard about this, so they called
that field in their language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood. “For,” said Peter, “it is written in the
book of Psalms, “‘May his place be deserted; let there be no one to dwell in it.” Acts 1:18–20

Gehenna was also the location for Leper Colonies, where those with leprosy were condemned to live.
Leprosy was once thought to be a skin disease, but it is a disease of the nervous system. According to Old
Testament Law, the only thing worse than leprosy is a dead body. Lepers could not come within six feet
of another person and had to cry out “unclean, unclean” whenever they walked about. Because of the
hideousness of the disease, in the Old and New Testament, leprosy is a “visual” reminder of what sin looks
like. God hates sin. Thankfully, God has also provided a way to cleanse us of our sin. However, to become
“clean” from the filth of sin, we must obey God and do it His way.
We see this picture in the story of Naaman, who had leprosy. The prophet Elisha instructs Naaman to wash
seven times in the Jordan River, but Naaman doesn’t obey. However, Naaman’s servants encourage him
to follow Elisha’s instructions. This time Naaman obeys and washes seven times in the Jordan River, and
he is healed from leprosy. Naaman is so overjoyed and says: “Now I know that there is no God in all the
world except in Israel.”
•

“Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram… He was a valiant soldier, but he
had leprosy…So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door of Elisha’s
house. Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, “Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and
your flesh will be restored, and you will be cleansed.” But Naaman went away angry and said, “I
thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God,
wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy. Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of
Damascus, better than any of the waters of Israel? Couldn’t I wash in them and be cleansed?” So,
he turned and went off in a rage. Naaman’s servants went to him and said, “My father, if the prophet
had told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, when he
tells you, ‘Wash and be cleansed’!” So, he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times,
as the man of God had told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young
boy. Then Naaman and all his attendants went back to the man of God. He stood before him and
said, “Now I know that there is no God in all the world except in Israel.” 2 Kings 5:1–15
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Condemned to Hell
•

Then he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am
the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys of death
and Hades.” Revelation 1:12–18

Jesus proclaims Seven “WOES” against the teachers of the law and the Pharisees. And after the seventh
“woe,” He condemns them to hell.
➢ “The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. So, you must obey them and do
everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach.
They tie up heavy loads and put them on men’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to
lift a finger to move them…
1. “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the kingdom of heaven
in men’s faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter who are trying to.
2. “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over land and sea to
win a single convert, and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of hell as you
are.
3. “Woe to you, blind guides! You say, ‘If anyone swears by the temple, it means nothing; but if
anyone swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by his oath.’ You blind fools! Which is greater:
the gold, or the temple that makes the gold sacred? You also say, ‘If anyone swears by the altar, it
means nothing; but if anyone swears by the gift on it, he is bound by his oath.’ You blind men!
Which is greater: the gift, or the altar that makes the gift sacred? Therefore, he who swears by the
altar swears by it and by everything on it. And he who swears by the temple swears by it and by
the one who dwells in it. And he who swears by heaven swears by God’s throne and by the one
who sits on it.
4. “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices—
mint, dill, and cummin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law—justice,
mercy, and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former. You
blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel.
5. “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup
and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. Blind Pharisee! First, clean the inside
of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean.
6. “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs,
which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of dead men’s bones and everything
unclean. In the same way, on the outside, you appear to people as righteous but, on the inside,
you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.
7. “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You build tombs for the prophets
and decorate the graves of the righteous. And you say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our forefathers,
we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ So, you testify
against yourselves that you are the descendants of those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then,
the measure of the sin of your forefathers!
“You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape being condemned to hell? Therefore, I am
sending you prophets and wise men and teachers. Some of them you will kill and crucify; others you will
flog in your synagogues and pursue from town to town. And so, upon you will come all the righteous
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blood that has been shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, son of
Berekiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar.” Matthew 23:1–36
Everyone in Jesus’s day knew about “Gehenna,” so Jesus uses “Gehenna” as a visual reference to help
them understand what the literal Gehenna (Hell) is like. Modern translators of the Bible have translated
“Gehenna” (which Jesus used) to the word Hell. Hell is a real place.
Jesus said;
➢ “The kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish.
When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the
good fish in baskets but threw the bad away. This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels
will come and separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Matthew 13:40–42
➢ “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One
who can destroy both soul and body in [Gehenna] hell.” Matthew 10:28
➢ “It is better for you to enter life with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into the fire of
[Gehenna] hell.” Matthew 18:9
➢ “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over land and sea to
win a single convert, and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of [Gehenna]
hell as you are.” Matthew 23:15
➢ “If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life maimed than with two
hands to go into [Gehenna] hell, where the fire never goes out.” Mark 9:43
➢ “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.”
Mark 16:15–16
➢ Then he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am
the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys of death
and Hades.” Revelation 1:12–18
The Valley of Hinnom reminds us that all have sinned and fallen short of the Glory of God. All are
“Unclean.” All deserve “Gehenna.” But a Righteous and Holy God has provided a “way out” through the
atoning blood sacrifice of His Son, Jesus Christ.

The “Way of Cain”
In the previous passage, Jesus refers to the righteous blood of Abel. Earlier, we looked at the story of
Cain and Abel, who were Adam and Eve’s children.
❖ Abel came to God with a “blood sacrifice,” which was God’s way, and God accepted it. Abel was
“righteous.”
❖ However, his brother, Cain, came to God without a blood sacrifice, and God rejected it. Cain was
“unrighteous.”
Today, MANY profess “The Way of Cain”-the “Different Ways” a person can come to God. However,
biblically speaking, they are ignorant. Their “Different Ways” to God only lead to one place-HELL.
There’s ONLY ONE way to God, and that’s through the BLOOD of Jesus Christ.
Here’s what Jude says.
•

“I want to remind you that the Lord delivered his people out of Egypt, but later destroyed those
who did not believe. And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned
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their own home—these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the
great Day. In a similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding towns gave themselves up
to sexual immorality and perversion. They serve as an example of those who suffer the punishment
of eternal fire. In the very same way, these dreamers pollute their own bodies, reject authority and
slander celestial beings. But even the archangel Michael, when he was disputing with the devil
about the body of Moses, did not dare to bring a slanderous accusation against him, but said, “The
Lord rebuke you!” Yet these men speak abusively against whatever they do not understand; and
what things they do understand by instinct, like unreasoning animals—these are the very things
that destroy them. Woe to them! They have taken the way of Cain.” Jude 5–1
Today, MANY profess “The Way of Cain”-the “Different Ways” a person can come to God. However,
biblically speaking, they are ignorant. Their “Different Ways” to God only lead to one place-HELL.
There’s ONLY ONE way to God, and that’s through the BLOOD of Jesus Christ.

Camel

Another animal you will most likely see is the camel. The camel is mentioned often throughout the Bible.
One fascinating story, involving camels, is the story about how Abraham found a wife for his son Isaac.
The story begins when Abraham is old.
•

“Abraham was now old and well advanced in years…He said to the chief servant in his
household…I want you to swear by the LORD, the God of heaven and the God of earth, that you
will not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am living, but
will go to my country and my own relatives and get a wife for my son Isaac…Then the servant
took ten of his master’s camels and left, taking with him all kinds of good things from his
master. He set out for Aram Naharaim and made his way to the town of Nahor.

Abraham’s servant stops for the night and ‘parks’ his camels near a well. Then he prays to God and asks
God to bring a woman who will offer water to him and his camels. If a woman offers, he and his camels’
water, this will be a ‘sign’ that the woman is the ‘one’ for Isaac.
•

He had the camels kneel down near the well outside the town; it was toward evening, the time the
women go out to draw water. Then he prayed, “O LORD, God of my master Abraham, give me
success today, and show kindness to my master Abraham. See, I am standing beside this spring,
and the daughters of the townspeople are coming out to draw water. May it be that when I say to a
girl, ‘Please let down your jar that I may have a drink,’ and she says, ‘Drink, and I’ll water
your camels too’—let her be the one you have chosen for your servant Isaac. By this, I will know
Page 507 ©2016 by Michael (Ben) Attar
You can read, download, or print this manuscript at www.GoodMoodFoundation.org

“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM
Subtitled “Sound the Trumpets in Zion”

that you have shown kindness to my master.” Before he had finished praying, Rebekah came out
with her jar on her shoulder. She was the daughter of Bethuel, son of Milcah, who was the wife of
Abraham’s brother Nahor. The girl was very beautiful, a virgin; no man had ever lain with her. She
went down to the spring, filled her jar, and came up again. The servant hurried to meet her and said,
“Please give me a little water from your jar.” “Drink, my lord,” she said, and quickly lowered the
jar to her hands and gave him a drink.
A camel can drink a lot of water but providing water for ten camels would have taken a tremendous effort.
However, “the woman” Rebekah is up to the task.
•

After she had given him a drink, she said, “I’ll draw water for your camels too, until they have
finished drinking.” So, she quickly emptied her jar into the trough, ran back to the well to draw
more water, and drew enough for all his camels.”

Abraham’s servant watches Rebekah intently. After she finished watering all ten camels, He provides her
and her family with gifts. Then he takes Rebekah to Isaac, and they are married.
•

Without saying a word, the man watched her closely to learn whether or not the LORD had made
his journey successful. When the camels had finished drinking, the man took out a gold nose ring
weighing a beka and two gold bracelets weighing ten shekels. Then he asked, “Whose daughter,
are you? Please tell me, is there room in your father’s house for us to spend the night?” She
answered him, “I am the daughter of Bethuel, the son that Milcah bore to Nahor.” And she added,
“We have plenty of straw and fodder, as well as room for you to spend the night.” Then the man
bowed down and worshiped the LORD, saying, “Praise be to the LORD, the God of my master
Abraham, who has not abandoned his kindness and faithfulness to my master. As for me, the LORD
has led me on the journey to the house of my master’s relatives…Then Rebekah and her maids got
ready and mounted their camels and went back with the man. So, the servant took Rebekah and left.
Now Isaac had come from Beer Lahai Roi, for he was living in the Negev. He went out to the field
one evening to meditate, and as he looked up, he saw camels approaching. Rebekah also looked
up and saw Isaac. She got down from her camel and asked the servant, “Who is that man in the
field coming to meet us?” “He is my master,” the servant answered. So, she took her veil and
covered herself. Then the servant told Isaac all he had done. Isaac brought her into the tent of his
mother, Sarah, and he married Rebekah. So, she became his wife, and he loved her.” Genesis 24:1–
67

Jesus references camels in the New Testament.
➢ “As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. “Good teacher,”
he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered.
“No one is good—except God alone. You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, do not
commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, do not defraud, honor your father and
mother.’” “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.” Jesus looked at him and
loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and
you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” At this, the man’s face fell. He went
away sad because he had great wealth. Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it
is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!” The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus
said again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:17–25
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Eternal life isn’t given to those who sell everything and give it all away to the poor. Eternal life is given to
those who believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ and trust in nothing else but the Gospel for Salvation.
Thankfully, God has raised up many people who have believed His Gospel and have become rich by God’s
enabling. They’re able to fund the expansion of God’s Kingdom and are rich in the “things” of God.
Unfortunately, the rich man in the story (and many rich people today) are placing their trust in their wealth.
They believe that they don’t need anything-not, even God. Jesus was making these points when He says.

➢ “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the Kingdom
of God.”

Is the Earth “New” or is it “Old?”
Since the “Beginning of Time,” there’s been an ongoing Spiritual Battle for the souls of MAN. EVERY
person will have to come to their own personal conclusion- “I believe in the GOD of the Bible.” Or, “I
don’t believe.” With this in mind, let’s go back to the beginning…
•

“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”
“Beginning” is the first word in the Bible
Here it is in Hebrew.

“Bereshit”
“In the beginning” also begins John’s Gospel.
•

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with
God in the beginning. Through him, all things were made; without him, nothing was made that has
been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men.” John 1:1–4

There are two “World Views” regarding the “Beginning” of Time.
1. In the beginning, GOD!
2. In the beginning, NOTHING!
Those who believe that in the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth
hold to a “Creationist Viewpoint.” However, those who believe that in the
beginning, there was NOTHING, hold to an “Evolutionist Viewpoint.”
When evaluating both worldviews, we must remember that “science” is based on observation. For a
scientific conclusion to be made, there must be a reliable witness who can confirm what they observed.
But since NO ONE was “there” to observe how and when the heavens, the earth, and “Life” began, we
must first gather whatever “evidence” is available and then combine that with FAITH to come up with a
reasonable conclusion. Let’s take a brief look at both worldviews.
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Creationists believe God created “everything” in 6 literal days and that on the 7th day, He rested.
•

“For in six days, the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he
rested on the seventh day. Therefore, the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.” Exodus
20:11

Creationists hold to the belief that the Bible is a “reliable
witness” as to the origins of ALL creation.
•

“Listen to me, O Jacob, Israel, whom I have called: I
am he; I am the first, and I am the last. My own hand
laid the foundations of the earth, and my right hand
spread out the heavens; when I summon them, they all
stand up together.” Isaiah 48:12–13

The Bible is a “Historical Book” containing very accurate “Genealogical” records. There appears to be no
discrepancy as to “who begot who” in the Bible. Many of the “genealogical charts” you can view on
“reputable” Internet sites are more often correct than incorrect. However, the problem arises when
attempting to compile a “Timeline” of “Years” between Adam to “Today.” NO ONE agrees (for many
reasons). However, many of these “Timeline” charts indicate that we are within (30-40 years) of reaching
6,000 years-the times from Adam to Today. Some even say we are over 6,000 by a few years or so. The
point is this. The Earth in the “vicinity” of being 6,000 years old and is termed a “Young Earth”
worldview.
On the other hand, most evolutionists do not believe in the God of the Bible, or they believe in another god
or no god at all. Most evolutionists believe that the universe began with a “big bang” about 200 billion
years ago or more. They also believe that “all” life, including human life, evolved from a single microorganism hundreds of billions of years ago. They generally believe that the earth is about 4½ billion years
and therefore hold to an “Old Earth” worldview.
And yes, there are some Christians who hold to an “Old Earth” viewpoint. However, as Christians, they
believe that God created everything.
That said, both creation and evolution scientists agree that “Time,” “Space,” and “Matter” are the Three
“Essential Building Blocks” of everything. Interestingly, when Moses penned the first verse of the Bible,
this scientific fact was revealed.
•

“In the beginning [Time] God created the heavens [Space] and the earth [Matter]. Genesis 1:1–2

So how did Moses know this “scientific truth” over 4,000 years ago? The answer is that God-Himself was
“there” in the beginning and that He told Moses what to record.
I enjoy watching “YouTube” videos recorded by scientists who once held to an “evolutionist” worldview.
But after evaluating the “evidence” placed their faith in the God of the Bible and now hold to a “creationist”
worldview. Here are a few things which helped them to change their minds.
The Observable Universe
Scientists have been observing the Heavens since the beginning of time and dreamed of learning “what lies
beyond.” With the invention of the telescope, our ability to understand our universe increased dramatically.
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And with the invention of the “rocket,” MAN realized that we could leave the earth’s atmosphere and
explore the Heavens. In 1977, our space program launched a space probe called “Voyager 1.” And over 40
years later, it continues to send back images of deep space. Pictured is our Earth, which appears as a “small
dot.” It was taken from Voyager 1 when it was 3.7 BILLION miles away from the earth. Voyager 1 also
carries a “Gold Record” to provide “whoever” finds it with information about Earth and its inhabitants. To
date, we haven’t heard back from “anyone.” And in my opinion, we never will!

The Big Bang
If you could miniaturize all the cars in the world, how small would they have to be to fit
all of them onto a pinhead? How small would buildings have to be to also fit all of them
onto the pinhead? What about people? How little would people have to be to fit the world’s
population of 7,000,000,000 people onto a pinhead? How small would the earth have to be
to fit? How about putting the sun onto the pinhead? How small would it have to be? I think
you’re getting the “point.” Yet, evolutionists want you to believe that the “MASS” of the
entire universe consisting of Billions of Galaxies (each with Billions of Stars) was able to fit onto
“something” infinitely smaller than a pinhead. They also want you to believe that a “big bang” ignited this
“something” and caused the known universe to suddenly come into existence 200 billion years ago. They
want you to believe that NOTHING produced EVERYTHING.
The Recession of the Moon
Scientists have measured the distance between the earth and the moon for some time. And what they’ve
discovered is that the moon is moving away from the earth about 2” per year. Creationists claim that our
planet is about 6,000 years old. Therefore, this would mean the moon has moved 800 feet away from the
earth from its original point of creation. That isn’t a big deal as the moon is over 240,000 miles away from
the earth.
On the other hand, evolutionists teach that the moon is over four billion years old. Therefore, if you
extrapolate the recession of the moon by 2” per year; less than 1.5 billion years ago, the moon would have
been touching the earth. This is obviously not possible.
The Decrease of Earth’s Magnetic Field
Scientists have discovered that the Earth has three “force fields.” They are a Gravitational Field, an
Electrical Field, and a Magnetic Field. Regarding the earth’s magnetic field, it is believed that the magnetic
field resides deep inside of the earth’s core and that it protects the earth from (deadly) “particles” emitted
from the sun. Scientists have calculated and agree that the earth’s magnetic field is losing 5% of its strength
per century. Also, they’ve concluded that the magnetic field was 40% greater in 1,000 AD than it is today.
Extrapolating these numbers means that the earth is less than 10,000 years old. However, if the earth existed
for billions of years (as evolutionists believe), then the earth’s magnetic field would have been so strong
that it would have melted the earth.
The Speed of Light
Scientists agree that light travels at approximately 186,000 “miles” per second. To put that into perspective,
SNAP your fingers. In that “one second,” if you were traveling at the speed of light, you would have circled
the Earth over 7 times. Now, suppose you wanted to visit our nearest “star,” which is “Alpha Centauri”
and is 4.37 “light years” away. It would take you 4.7 years (traveling at the speed of light) to get there.
That’s 25 TRILLION miles away from the earth. Now, consider that there are over 200 Billion stars in
“Our Galaxy” alone. And that there are at least another “100-Billion Galaxies” (all with billions of stars in
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each Galaxy) in the “known” universe. That’s mind-boggling! Yet, evolutionists claim that the Earth and
the universe can’t be “Young” because the light coming from some stars are billions of light-years away.
They postulate this to mean that the Earth must be billions of years old, too. However, it was The CreatorGOD who “spoke” EVERYTHING into existence by His Powerful Word. God “flung” ALL the Stars into
space, many of which are billions of light-years away. That’s mind-boggling, too!
The Expansion of the Universe
Scientists acknowledge that the universe is “expanding.” And not only that, but it is
expanding at the “speed of light.” Yet, the Psalmist “knew” this thousand of years earlier.
•

“The heavens are telling of the glory of God, and their expanse is declaring the
work of His hands.” Psalms 19:1

DNA
Deoxyribonucleic acid is a molecular “blueprint” or “recipe” for how EVERY living
thing is created. DNA consists of many atoms stuck together to form what looks like a “Spiraling Ladder.”
To better understand what DNA does and how it works, we need to look at “Amino Acids.” There are
about 20 different kinds of Amino Acids-EACH with its unique shape. Let’s
use “Legos” to represent the different Amino Acids, which “form” the
“Building Blocks” of life.
Just like Legos have different shapes and can be joined together to form a
variety of “different things.” Amino Acids can also be “joined” together to form
an endless variety of larger particles called “Proteins.” There are millions of
different kinds of proteins. But they must be formed in the “Exact Shape” to function. That’s where DNA
comes in.
DNA “Tells” the Amino Acids how to line up to create the different “protein shapes.” A simplified
explanation of DNA would be “Computer Code,” which tells a computer how to function. However, DNA
is far more complex and much more powerful than ANY computer man has ever developed.
Now, keep the following sequence in mind:
1. DNA tells “Amino Acids” how to make up specific “Proteins.”
2. Proteins combined with other chemicals can form into “Living Cells.”
3. Living Cells can form into “Tissues.”
4. Tissues can form into “Organs.”
5. Organs, when “put together” correctly, can form a Living Creature-like you and me.
This is a simplified “model” of DNA. In this picture, the large “Orange” coil forms one
side of the Ladder, and the large “Blue” coil forms the other side of the Ladder.
Attached to the sides of the Ladder are “Steps.” Each “step” is made up of “4 Different
Kinds” of chemicals. This is represented by the 4 different colors and 4 different letters.
ONE single strand of DNA is Millions of Letters long. It is the sequence of the lettering,
which makes up what we term “genetic code.”
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DNA lives “coiled” up inside the “Nucleus” of a Cell, which
is, in fact, a micro-molecular machine. Amino Acids live
outside of the Nucleus in what is called the “Cytoplasm.”
For “Proteins” to be produced, the DNA has to interact with
the “Cytoplasm.” This is accomplished as special chemicals
inside of the Nucleus, make “partial copies” (shorter strands)
of the DNA. These “partial copies” are called RNA. As you
can see, RNA is essential “one side” of the two-sided DNA Ladder. RNA then squeezes through the pores
of the Nucleus and into the Cytoplasm.
Now, a “Protein Building” machine called a “Ribosome” takes over.
“Ribosomes” also live in the “Cytoplasm” of a cell. Strands of RNA are
fed through the “Ribosome.” And just like a computer reads “code.” the
“Ribosome” reads the “code” contained in the RNA 3 letters at a time.
As it “reads” the code, the Ribosome takes the “correct” Amino Acids
out of the RNA and puts them together to “Form a Chain” of Protein.
This newly created Protein is now ready to form another “living cell.”
DNA is so small that on a “pinhead” of DNA, you could put the
equivalent of a stack of books that reaches to the moon and back 500 times. And if scientists were able to
create a “Hard Drive” out of DNA, you would be able to put ALL the World’s DATA (that’s every book,
picture, document, etc.) on a “DNA Hard Drive” the size of a teaspoon.
If Charles Darwin had known about DNA, he most likely would not
have believed that all living creatures “evolved” by chance. DNA
proves that each living thing is a “Different Kind.” And that each
“Kind” has a unique DNA code. This means that an amoeba cannot
change into a fish, and a fish cannot change into a monkey. And a
monkey cannot change into a human being. Yet, evolutionists continue
to “believe” that “Life” began by “random chance” billions of years
ago. To put the theory of evolution into perspective, picture a tornado “blowing” through a “junkyard.”
Now, when the tornado is gone, it leaves behind a fully formed and functioning 747 airplane. Is this
possible? NO! Even if ALL the parts of the 747 were in the junkyard when the tornado hit. How can a
tornado put all the parts together to form a 747 airplane? It’s impossible! DNA reveals that all life is
“intelligently designed.” And you cannot have intelligent design without an Intelligent Designer” who is
GOD-Our Creator. DNA provides one of the most convincing arguments that we were created by GOD
and that we are NOT the “outcome” of random chance.
Another “Kind” of DNA
In a “manner of speaking,” God has pre-programmed another “Kind of DNA” into each of His children.
This “DNA” consists of the “Good Works” God has pre-programmed His children to accomplish. And just
like all the parts of a “Cell” which work together, God is orchestrating each of these “Good Works” to
work together as He builds His Glorious Kingdom.
•

“As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you
followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at
work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the
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cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature
objects of wrath. But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. And God
raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus so that in the
coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in
Christ Jesus. For it is by grace, you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves,
it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. Ephesians
2:1–10
The Complexity of the Human Body
Evolutionists want you to believe that all life evolved from “one cell.” But they can’t explain how it was
formed, except to say it “evolved” billions of years ago and then replicated itself into other life forms over
billions of years. They want you to believe that your great ancestors were monkeys and that you are nothing
more than a glob of cells, living in a world without purpose other than to eat, drink, and be merry. However,
God says otherwise. He is the “ONE” who created EVERYTHING, and He is the “ONE” who holds
everything together by His Powerful Word. Humans are the amazing creation of the MOST HIGH God.
We were created in His image. You are comprised of over 30 Trillion Living Cells. Each cell is a
marvelous miniaturized “city” with many moving parts, all working together in harmony. You are a living,
breathing miracle.
•

“O LORD, you have searched me, and you know me. You know when I sit and when I rise; you
perceive my thoughts from afar. You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar
with all my ways. Before a word is on my tongue, you know it completely, O LORD. You hem me
in—behind and before; you have laid your hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for
me, too lofty for me to attain. Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your
presence? If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. If
I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will guide
me, your right hand will hold me fast. If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me, and the light
become night around me,” even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the
day, for darkness is as light to you. For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my
mother’s womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are
wonderful; I know that full well. My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret
place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, your eyes saw my unformed body. All
the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be. Psalm 139:1–
24

An Unlevel Playing Field
Evolutionists are aware that many in their ranks have looked at the “evidence” and concluded that the God
of the Bible is the Creator of ALL and have chosen to believe in Him. So, evolutionists (for the most part)
have stopped debating creationists, and they’ve embarked on another strategy to discredit creationists.
They’re now labeling creationists as intellectually inferior, weak, needing a “crutch” or being insane. The
evolutionist strategy is analogous to playing a football game. So, if the “home team” (evolutionists) can
prevent the visiting team (creationists) from showing up, then the “home team” wins by default. Today,
the home team’s evolutionary worldview is now the “norm” in most public schools and public textbooks.
But the creationist’s worldview is NOT offered as another option for students to consider, so again the
evolutionists are winning by default. However, isn’t education about thinking through “options” and
allowing the students to make up their own minds? Why isn’t there a fair and open dialogue of the
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“options?” It’s because evolutionists want their “students” to come to the same conclusion they’ve reached
UNBELIEF!

•

“For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine
nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are
without excuse.” Romans 1:1-20

Philip Preaches to an Ethiopian who is “Saved”
Following an Ethiopian is “saved.”
•

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” So he started out, and on his way, he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an
important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had
gone to Jerusalem to worship, and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of
Isaiah the prophet. The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” Then Philip ran up
to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are
reading?” Philip asked. “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited
Philip to come up and sit with him. The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: “He was led
like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before the shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth.
In his humiliation, he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was
taken from the earth.” The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about,
himself or someone else?” Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him
the good news about Jesus. As they traveled along the road, they came to some water, and the
eunuch said, “Look, here is water. Why shouldn’t I be baptized?” And he gave orders to stop the
chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When
they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did
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not see him again but went on his way rejoicing. Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled
about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea. “Acts 7-8
Following is a prophecy concerning the “Ethiopian People” that many Bible commentators believe was
fulfilled when Stephen preached to the Ethiopian eunuch. As you read, keep in mind that God’s eyes are
fixated on Zion.
•

“All you people of the world, you who live on the earth, when a banner is raised on the mountains,
you will see it, and when a trumpet sounds, you will hear it. This is what the LORD says to me: “I
will remain quiet and will look on from my dwelling place, like shimmering heat in the sunshine,
like a cloud of dew in the heat of harvest.” For, before the harvest, when the blossom is gone and
the flower becomes a ripening grape, he will cut off the shoots with pruning knives and cut down
and take away the spreading branches. They will all be left to the mountain birds of prey and to
the wild animals; the birds will feed on them all summer, the wild animals all winter. At that time
gifts will be brought to the LORD Almighty from a people tall and smooth-skinned, from a people
feared far and wide, an aggressive nation of strange speech, whose land is divided by rivers— the
gifts will be brought to Mount Zion, the place of the Name of the LORD Almighty. Isaiah 18:3-7

There is a long history between the Ethiopians and the Jewish People…
Interestingly, today, in Israel, many Ethiopian Jews live there.

The Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of Heaven
Jesus refers to “The Kingdom of God” and “The Kingdom of Heaven” interchangeably.
The Kingdom of God:
1. Was established at creation.
2. Was attacked by Satan at the “Fall.”
3. Is being restored on the earth because of the finished work of Jesus Christ—who defeated sin,
Satan, and the grave.
4. Is the “Message of The Cross.”
5. Is the “Message” believers are tasked to proclaim.
6. Is now.
7. Is future.
➢ Jesus said: “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!” Mark 1:15
To enter the “Kingdom of Heaven,” you must have a
righteousness that surpasses the Pharisees and
teachers of the Law. As this is impossible, God would
have to provide a “righteousness” that comes by faith.
And He did!
➢ Jesus said, “For I tell you that unless your righteousness
surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you
will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:20
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Jesus compares the Kingdom of Heaven to a mustard seed.
➢ Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his
field. Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants
and becomes a tree so that the birds of the air come and perch in its branches.” Matthew 13:31–32
The Kingdom of God belongs to GOD. He sets the parameters. It is HIS Kingdom.
To understand the following parable, consider this;
❖ A boy who is 10 years old, believes the Gospel and serves Jesus until he passes away at the age of
eighty. The boy will inherit eternal life-he is the first.
❖ The boy’s sister is now 80 years old, believes the Gospel, and serves the Savior for one month
before she passes away. She will also inherit eternal life-she is the last.
➢ Jesus said, “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to
hire men to work in his vineyard. He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into
his vineyard. “About the third hour, he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing
nothing. He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is
right.’ So, they went. “He went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the same
thing. About the eleventh hour, he went out and found still others standing around. He asked them,
‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ “‘Because no one has hired us,’
they answered. “He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ “When evening came,
the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages,
beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’ “The workers who were hired about
the eleventh hour came, and each received a denarius. So, when those came who were hired first,
they expected to receive more. But each one of them also received a denarius. When they received
it, they began to grumble against the landowner. ‘These men who were hired last worked only one
hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and
the heat of the day.’ “But he answered one of them, ‘Friend, I am not being unfair to you. Didn’t
you agree to work for a denarius? Take your pay and go. I want to give the man who was hired
last the same as I gave you. Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are
you envious because I am generous?’ “So, the last will be first, and the first will be last.” Matthew
20:1–16
Jesus proclaims, “The Kingdom of Heaven.”
➢ Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all
kinds of fish. When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and
collected the good fish in baskets but threw the bad away. This is how it will be at the end of the
age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the fiery
furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Matthew 13:47-50
Jesus uses a “child’ to illustrate the Kingdom of Heaven.
➢ Jesus said, “I tell you the truth unless you change and become like little children, you will never
enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven. “And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me.
But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to
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have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea.” Matthew
18:1–6
The Kingdom of Heaven is about forgiveness.
➢ Jesus said, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. “Therefore, the kingdom of
heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. As he began the settlement,
a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. Since he was not able to pay, the
master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.
“The servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back
everything.’ The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt, and let him go. “But when
that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He
grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded. “His fellow
servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.’ “But he
refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. When
the other servants saw, what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told their
master everything that had happened. “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’
he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you have had mercy
on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ In anger, his master turned him over to the jailers to
be tortured until he should pay back all he owed. “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each
of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart.” Matthew 18:21–35
No one can enter the Kingdom of God unless they have been “born again.”
➢ Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water
and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be
surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear
its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So, it is with everyone born
of the Spirit.” John 3:5-8
The Kingdom of God is about righteousness, peace, and joy.
•

“For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace, and
joy in the Holy Spirit.” Romans 14:17–18
➢ Jesus said, “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to
you as well.” Matthew 6:33
One Must be “Born Again”-Indwelled with The Holy Spirit to enter the Kingdom of God.
➢ Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water
and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be
surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’” John 3:5-8
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“TRUE REST” for the People of God
Jesus is the ONLY One who can provide TRUE “Rest.”
➢ Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls.” Matthew 11:28–30
• “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved, it is the power of God…God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to
save those who believe.” 1 Corinthians 1:18–2:5
• Jesus said, “When a man believes in me, he does not believe in me only, but in the one who sent
me. When he looks at me, he sees the one who sent me.” John 12:44–46
The writer of Hebrews says that a “Sabbath Rest” is still available for the people of God.
•

“Since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be careful that none of you be found to
have fallen short of it. For we also have had the gospel preached to us, just as they did; but the
message they heard was of no value to them, because those who heard did not combine it with faith.
Now we who have believed enter that rest, just as God has said, “So I declared on oath in my anger,
‘They shall never enter my rest.’” And yet his work has been finished since the creation of the
world. For somewhere he has spoken about the seventh day in these words: “And on the seventh
day God rested from all his work.” And again, in the passage above, he says, “They shall never
enter my rest.” It still remains that some will enter that rest, and those who formerly had the gospel
preached to them did not go in because of their disobedience. Therefore, God again set a certain
day, calling it Today, when a long time later he spoke through David, as was said before: “Today
if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.” For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not
have spoken later about another day. There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God;
for anyone who enters God’s rest also rests from his own work, just as God did from his. Let
us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will fall by following their
example of disobedience.” Hebrews 4:1-1

In conclusion, “TRUE REST” is only found in a relationship with God through His Son Jesus Christ. Please
remember that the Gospel is not a free ticket from the trials and tribulations of this world. Instead, the
Gospel promises that your sins—past, present, and future—are removed from the eyes of God, even as far
as the east is from the west. The Gospel promises a personal relationship with God and eternal, everlasting
life. The Gospel promises that one day in Heaven, those who know Him will have a new body—there will
be no more death, no more sickness, and no more pain. Therefore, believing “The Gospel” for the “FirstTime” is necessary for Salvation.

Believers
become
“Believers”
by BELIEVING
The Gospel of Jesus Christ
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God LOVES YOU, and He Wants to Give You a “Gift Box”
Therefore, if you have never believed the Gospel of Jesus Christ, please
consider believing and receiving the “Good News.” And if you’ve been
“away” from Him for whatever reason, I pray that you will decide to come
back to HIM. He has never left you!
Illustratively, God put His “Good News” into a “Gift Box.” He did this to
show you what He had in mind when He provided the “New Covenant.”
Here is what’s inside God’s “Gift Box.”
✓ The forgiveness of all your sins (past, present, and future).
✓ The Power-Not to sin, which means you are no longer bound by
sin (fruits of the flesh).
✓ The Spirit of God living in you displayed through Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness,
Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self-Control.
✓ The ability to experience LIFE here on earth.
✓ The promise of eternal life when you die.
“Would you like to have everything in the box?
If so, BELIEVE…
“Jesus, I believe that You died in my place for my sins.”
“Jesus, I believe that You were buried and that You rose from the dead on the third day.”
Jesus, I believe You gave me Your “LIFE” through the power of the Holy Spirit.”
If you have BELIEVED “The Gospel,”—you NOW have
everything that’s in the box.”
✓ You have the forgiveness of all your sins (past,
present, and future).
✓ You have the Power Not to sin and are no longer
bound by sin (fruits of the flesh).
✓ You have the Spirit of God living in you and displayed
through Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness,
Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self-Control.
✓ You have the ability to experience “LIFE” here on the
earth.
✓ You have the promise of eternal life when you die.
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Come as You Are
By David Crowder, Matt Maher, and Ben Glover

Come out of sadness from wherever you've been
Come broken hearted let rescue begin
Come find your mercy
Oh sinner, come kneel
Earth has no sorrow
That Heaven can't heal
So, lay down your burdens
Lay down your shame
All who are broken
Lift up your face
Oh wanderer, come home
You're not too far
So, lay down your hurt
Lay down your heart
Come as you are
There's hope for the hopeless
And all those who've strayed
Come sit at the table
Come taste the grace
There's rest for the weary
Rest that endures
Earth has no sorrow
That Heaven can't cure
Come as you are
Fall in His arms
Come as you are
There's joy for the morning
Oh sinner, be still
Earth has no sorrow
That Heaven can't heal

Following is the Gospel of Jesus Christ communicated in the Old Testament Story of Ruth...
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Two Kinsman Redeemers from Bethlehem
The town of Bethlehem is the backdrop for this love story. In the book of “Ruth,” a Jew named Boaz
(from Bethlehem) redeems a widow, Ruth.
To begin, under the Mosaic Law (5th Old Covenant), a “kinsman-redeemer” is a family member who is
obligated to “redeem” a widow whose husband had died. The fact that the word “redeem” is used is
fascinating. Here’s why:
❖ The word “Atonement” which means to “cover-up” is generally used in the Old Testament. And
the word “Redeemer,” which means to purchase, or buyback is usually used in the New Testament.
However, the Old Testament story of Ruth is a story about “redemption.” But there are
complications. Ruth is a Moabite whom the Jews hated. Ruth is also a Gentile.
Here is the story.
In the time of “Judges.”
The Jewish people had turned away from God and were oppressed by their enemies. There is a famine in
Bethlehem (house of bread), and a Jewish family moves to Moab (garbage can). The husband died, and his
two Jewish sons marry two Gentile women, Orpah and Ruth, from Moab. They live in Moab for ten years
until the two sons die. Naomi learns that there is bread in the land of Judah in Bethlehem.
•

“When she heard in Moab that the LORD had come to the aid of his people by providing food for
them, Naomi and her daughters-in-law prepared to return home from there. With her two daughtersin-law, she left the place where she had been living and set out on the road that would take them
back to the land of Judah.”

Following is another “picture” of the covenant as Ruth (a Gentile) “cuts” a covenant with Naomi. Ruth
decides that Naomi’s God (the God of the Jews) will be her God, too.
Naomi tells Orpah and Ruth to go back to their “mother’s home” and remarry. Then she blesses them. But
Orpah and Ruth insist they’ll go back with Naomi to Bethlehem. But if they do, it is going to “cost” as the
Israelites hated the Moabites. They could expect to live in widowhood and poverty. Orpah has a change
of heart, and she decides to go back to her mother in Moab.”
•

“At this, they wept again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law good-by, but Ruth clung to her.
“Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back to her people and her gods. Go back with
her.” But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go, I
will go, and where you stay, I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God.
Where you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so
severely, if anything but death separates you and me.” When Naomi realized that Ruth was
determined to go with her, she stopped urging her.”

Naomi and Ruth make it back to Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest. And the Jews who knew
her are startled. Naomi has come back broken, afflicted, and destitute.
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“So, the two women went on until they came to Bethlehem. When they arrived in Bethlehem, the
whole town was stirred because of them, and the women exclaimed, “Can this be Naomi?” “Don’t
call me Naomi,” she told them. “Call me Mara, because the Almighty has made my life very bitter.
I went away full, but the LORD has brought me back empty. Why call me Naomi? The LORD has
afflicted me; the Almighty has brought misfortune upon me.”

According to the “Mosaic Law,” harvesters could only go through the fields once. And if any of the harvest
fell-down while they harvested, they could not pick it up or go back for it. What remained was for the poor
to pick up as they walked behind the harvesters. Also, when a Jewish man married and died, any unmarried
brother would be obligated to marry his widow. If there were no unmarried brothers, the responsibility
would move chronologically down in the family tree until a “kinsman-redeemer” is found. The kinsman
was obligated to fulfill that role. This system was designed to protect women. Naomi has a relative on her
husband’s side, “a man of standing.” His name is Boaz. Ruth goes out to glean the fields and by divine
providence gathers in a field belonging to Boaz.
•

“Now Naomi had a relative on her husband’s side, from the clan of Elimelech, a man of standing,
whose name was Boaz. And Ruth the Moabites said to Naomi, “Let me go to the fields and pick
up the leftover grain behind anyone in whose eyes I find favor.” Naomi said to her, “Go ahead,
my daughter.” So, she went out and began to glean in the fields behind the harvesters. As it turned
out, she found herself working in a field belonging to Boaz, who was from the clan of Elimelech.”

Boaz extends grace to Ruth.
•

“Boaz asked the foreman of his harvesters, “Whose young woman is that?” The foreman replied,
“She is the Moabitess who came back from Moab with Naomi. She said, ‘Please let me glean and
gather among the sheaves behind the harvesters.’ She went into the field and has worked steadily
from morning till now, except for a short rest in the shelter.” So, Boaz said to Ruth, “My daughter,
listen to me. Don’t go and glean in another field, and don’t go away from here. Stay here with my
servant girls. Watch the field where the men are harvesting and follow along after the girls. I have
told the men not to touch you. And whenever you are thirsty, go and get a drink from the water
jars the men have filled.”

Ruth is surprised at such an unmerited favor. Ruth had been warned by Naomi to expect to be an outcast
and rejected. But instead, she has found favor. This is a picture of you and me. Apart from Christ, we are
outcasts, rejected, and scorned. But ‘in Christ’ we find unconditional love.
•

“You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very
rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to
die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for
us” (Romans 5:6–8).

Why did Boaz extend such gracious favor on Ruth? Boaz knows that Ruth has come to trust the God of the
Jewish people. Ruth is now under his wing.
•

“Boaz replied, “I’ve been told all about what you have done for your mother-in-law since the death
of your husband—how you left your father and mother and your homeland and came to live with a
people you did not know before. May the LORD repay you for what you have done. May you be
richly rewarded by the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge.”
Page 523 ©2016 by Michael (Ben) Attar
You can read, download, or print this manuscript at www.GoodMoodFoundation.org

“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM
Subtitled “Sound the Trumpets in Zion”

Ruth thanks Boaz, and he showers Ruth with more favor.
•

“May I continue to find favor in your eyes, my lord,” she said. “You have given me comfort and
have spoken kindly to your servant—though I do not have the standing of one of your servant girls.”

Ruth tells Naomi everything. Now, Naomi explains that Boaz is a kinsman-redeemer.
•

“She carried it back to town, and her mother-in-law saw how much she had gathered. Ruth also
brought out and gave her what she had left over after she had eaten enough. Her mother-in-law
asked her, “Where did you glean today? Where did you work? Blessed, be the man who took notice
of you!” Then Ruth told her mother-in-law about the one at whose place she had been working.
“The name of the man I worked with today is Boaz,” she said. “The LORD bless him!” Naomi said
to her daughter-in-law. “He has not stopped showing his kindness to the living and the dead.” She
added, “That man is our close relative; he is one of our kinsman-redeemers.”

According to the “Mosaic Law” of the Old Covenant, it provided a kinsman-redeemer.
A kinsman-redeemer was a family member nearest to the deceased upon whom the widow could call upon
and claim for herself. The kinsman was obligated to fulfill that role. Also, the people of God were an
agricultural people. Life revolved around “The Threshing Floor.” The threshing floor was where recently
harvested grain was bought. The chaff of the wheat must be sifted to be separated from the wheat kernels,
so the threshing floor was usually located on the top of a hill. So, the wind could blow the chaff from the
wheat. At night, the men would sleep with their heads toward the grain, to protect it from robbers and
thieves. Until now, Ruth has not made a claim for Boaz. So, Naomi nudges her along and provides
instructions.
•

“Is not Boaz, with whose servant girls you have been, a kinsman of ours? Tonight, he will be
winnowing barley on the threshing floor. Wash and perfume yourself and put on your best clothes.
Then go down to the threshing floor, but don’t let him know you are there until he has finished
eating and drinking. When he lies down, note the place where he is lying… “I will do whatever you
say…

Boaz is about to finish the work of “Redemption” or act of love on Ruth’s behalf.
Now, we read the most beautiful verses of this story. Ruth claims Boaz as her kinsman-redeemer. This
would be analogous to when we heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ and said, “Yes, Jesus-I BELIEVE!!”
•

“In the middle of the night, something startled the man, and he turned and discovered a woman
lying at his feet. “Who are you?” he asked. “I am your servant Ruth,” she said. “Spread the corner
of your garment over me, since you are a kinsman-redeemer.”

Boaz tells Ruth there is a nearer kinsman-redeemer. Ruth goes home and tells Naomi the news.
•

“And now, my daughter, don’t be afraid. I will do for you all you ask… Although it is true that I
am near of kin, there is a kinsman-redeemer nearer than I. Stay here for the night, and in the morning
if he wants to redeem, good; let him redeem. But if he is not willing, as surely as the LORD lives, I
will do it… When Ruth came to her mother-in-law, Naomi asked, “How did it go, my daughter?”
Then she told her everything Boaz had done for her and added, “He gave me these six measures of
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barley, saying, ‘Don’t go back to your mother-in-law empty-handed.’” Then Naomi said, “Wait,
my daughter, until you find out what happens. For the man, will not rest until the matter is settled
today.”
According to the “Mosaic Law,” the kinsman-redeemer was not only for the widow but also for her
property. The person or persons associated with that property would also become the redeemer's
responsibility. You could not separate the property and the person(s) who comes with the property.
Boaz goes to the courthouse of that day (the city gates).
Boaz waits for the nearer kinsman-redeemer. When he comes, Boaz gathers ten elders to serve as judges.
Boaz tells the nearer kinsman that Naomi is selling a piece of property belonging to her deceased husband.
Boaz suggests that the nearer kinsman buys Naomi’s property. The nearer kinsman knowing that Naomi
also comes with the property agrees to redeem the property. Now Boaz tells the nearer kinsman that Ruth,
a Moabite ALSO comes with the property. On hearing this, the nearer kinsman recants his offer (Jews
hated the Gentiles-Moabites) and allows Boaz to redeem the property. The deal is closed with the nearer
kinsman taking off his sandal and giving it to Boaz.
The Elders confirm a blessing on Boaz.
•

“May you have standing in Ephrathah and be famous in Bethlehem. Through the offspring, the LORD
gives you by this young woman, may your family be like that of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah.”
So, Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. Then he went to her, and the LORD enabled her to
conceive, and she gave birth to a son. The women said to Naomi: “Praise be to the LORD, who this
day has not left you without a kinsman-redeemer. May he become famous throughout Israel! He will
renew your life and sustain you in your old age. For your daughter-in-law, who loves you and who is
better to you than seven sons, has given him birth.” Then Naomi took the child, laid him in her lap,
and cared for him. The women living there said, “Naomi has a son.” And they named him Obed. He
was the father of Jesse, the father of David.”

In conclusion, Boaz-was a Jewish Kinsman Redeemer from Bethlehem who honored the Mosaic Law, and
he redeemed Ruth, a Gentile, who accepted the God of the Jewish people as her God.
Boaz and Ruth had a son, Obed, the father of Jesse. Jesse was the father of David from whom came Messiah
Jesus.
Jesus is our Jewish Kinsman Redeemer from Bethlehem. Jesus redeems both Jews and Gentiles into
God’s glorious Kingdom.
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Fig Tree
The Fig Tree represented the “Southern
Kingdom”-House of Judah, consisting
tribes of Judah and Benjamin. Jesus came
the Tribe of Judah.

of the
from

Jesus uses the fig tree to prophecy about Israel
returning to Her Land.
➢ Jesus said, “Now learn this lesson from the fig
tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves
come out, you know that summer is near. Even so,
when you see all these things, you know that it is
near, right at the door. I tell you the truth, this
generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened.” Matthew 24:32-33
Jesus references the fig tree, and He warns His disciples to look out for false prophets.
➢ Jesus said, “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they
are ferocious wolves. By their fruit, you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from
thornbushes or figs from thistles? Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears
bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. Every tree that
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus, by their fruit, you will recognize
them.” Matthew 7:15–20
Zacchaeus, a Jew, and tax collector comes down from a sycamore-fig tree and receives salvation.
➢ “Zacchaeus… wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short man, he could not, because of the
crowd. So, he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that
way. When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down
immediately. I must stay at your house today.” So, he came down at once and welcomed him gladly.
All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a ‘sinner.’” But
Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions
to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.”
Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of
Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.” Luke 19:1–10
Jesus refers to the FIG tree to warn about “False Prophets.”
➢ Jesus said, “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they
are ferocious wolves. By their fruit, you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from
thornbushes or figs from thistles? Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears
bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. Every tree that
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus, by their fruit, you will recognize
them. “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he
who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord,
did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name, drive out demons and perform many
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miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’”
Matthew 7:15–23
Jesus curses a “Certain” FIG TREE.
➢ “The next day, as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. Seeing in the distance a fig tree in
leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit. When he reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because
it was not the season for figs. Then he said to the tree, “May no one ever eat fruit from you
again.” And his disciples heard him say it…When evening came, they went out of the city. “In the
morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots. Peter remembered and
said to Jesus, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!” Mark 11:12–21
The Bible doesn’t say what species the “Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil” was. Maybe it was a
fig tree? After all, Adam and Eve ate from the forbidden TREE, disobeyed God, and made “coverings” for
themselves from fig leaves. Perhaps the Fig Tree mentioned in this passage is the “Tree of the Knowledge
of Good and Evil.” After Jesus curses it, the fig tree dies. However, the Bible does not tell us what species
the forbidden TREE was for a reason (we’ll look at the reason later). Anyhow, the curse of sin and death
is ABOUT to be broken as Jesus Christ completes His work on the cross.

The Via Dolorosa

On the cross…
➢ Jesus said, “It is finished.”
The walls that separated us from God have been broken down. Anyone who believes the Gospel of Jesus
Christ can have a personal relationship with God.
Israel is a place for “everyone” to enjoy, regardless of faith, denomination, or religious background. Most
of Israel’s tourists visit and explore the “Biblical sites.”
However, the site that EVERY person who loves Jesus visits is The Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem.
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The Via Dolorosa consists of “14 Stations” that correspond with the events of Jesus as He carried the cross
from the beginning—to the end.
As you visit each station, you’ll reflect on the event that happened at that station.
You can even designate someone in your group to carry a large cross as you all walk from “station to
station.”
Words cannot even begin to describe the “Spirit” in Jerusalem and as you walk the Via Dolorosa.

1st Station-where Jesus was condemned to death
➢ Meanwhile, Jesus stood before the
governor, and the governor asked
him, “Are you the king of the
Jews?” “Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus
replied… Now it was the governor’s custom at
the Feast to release a prisoner chosen by the
crowd. At that time, they had a notorious
prisoner, called Barabbas. So, when the crowd
had gathered, Pilate asked them, “Which one do
you want me to release to you: Barabbas, or
Jesus who is called Christ?” For he knew it was
out of envy that they had handed Jesus over to
him. While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message: “Don’t have
anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a dream because
of him.” But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have
Jesus executed. “Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” asked the governor.
“Barabbas,” they answered. “What shall I do, then, with Jesus, who is called Christ?” Pilate asked.
They all answered, “Crucify him!” “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. But they
shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that
instead, an uproar was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am
innocent of this man’s blood,” he said. “It is your responsibility!” All the people answered, “Let
his blood be on us and on our children!” Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus
flogged and handed him over to be crucified. Matthew 27:11–26
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2 Station-where, a crown of thorns, was placed on Jesus’s head, and given His cross
nd

•

“Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. The
soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on
his head. They clothed him in a purple robe and went up
to him again and again, saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!”
And they struck him in the face. Once more Pilate came out and
said to the Jews, “Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you
know that I find no basis for a charge against him…The Jews
insisted, “We have a law, and according to that law he must die
because he claimed to be the Son of God…It was the day of
Preparation of Passover Week, about the sixth hour. “Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews. But
they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!” “Shall I crucify your king?” Pilate
asked. “We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered. Finally, Pilate handed him over to
them to be crucified.” John 19:1-16

3rd Station-where Jesus fell for the first time
Weakened by torments and by the loss of blood, Jesus falls
beneath His Cross.
•

“Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him
to
suffer, and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his
offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in
his hand. After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be
satisfied; by his knowledge, my righteous servant will justify many, and
he will bear their iniquities. Therefore, I will give him a portion among
the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured
out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he
bore the sin of many and made intercession for the transgressors.” Isaiah 53:10-12

4th Station-where Jesus met His mother
Jesus had been abandoned by his followers and
denied by Peter. Amid His loneliness, Jesus met His
mother. But she was powerless to change the course
of
events.
• “Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister,
Mary, the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus
saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing
nearby, he said to his mother, “Dear woman, here is your son,”
and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on,
this disciple took her into his home.” John 19:25-27
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th

5 Station-where Simon of Cyrene carried the cross for Jesus
•

“A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of
Alexander and Rufus, was passing by on his way in from
country, and they forced him to carry the cross.” Mark
15:21

the

6th Station-where Veronica wiped the face of Jesus

7th Station-where Christ fell for the second time
Events occurring in Stations 6 and 7 are based on tradition.
However, it’s humbling to be reminded that Jesus Christ, the
Son
of God, was a rejected man. He understood rejection and
betrayal by His brothers, His family, some of His disciples, His hometown,
and His people, the Jews. What gave Jesus the strength to carry on, and to
press forward to the cross—the symbol of total scorn, shame, and ultimate
rejection? It was the words of His Heavenly Father— ‘This is My Son,
whom I love, with Him, I am well pleased.’ At the cross, Jesus dealt with
rejection once and for all. Never, under any circumstance, will He leave you
or forsake you. He is ‘A friend that sticks closer than a brother.’ Never will
He leave you; never will He forsake you. ‘I am with you always, even to the
very end of the age.
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8th Station-where Jesus met a group of women and stopped to preach to them
•

A large number of people followed him,
including women who mourned and wailed for
Jesus turned and said to them, “Daughters of
Jerusalem, do not weep for me…” Luke 22:27-29

him.

9th Station-Church of the Holy Sepulcher

The Church of the Holy Sepulcher is where the remaining stations of the cross are found. It is believed
Jesus fell here for the third time.

10th Station-where Jesus is stripped of His garments
•

“When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they
took
his clothes, dividing them into four shares,
one
for each of them, with the undergarment
remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece
from top to bottom. “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one
another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” This
happened that the scripture might be fulfilled, which said,
“They divided my garments among them and cast lots for
my clothing.” So, this is what the soldiers did.” John 19:2324
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11th Station-where Jesus is nailed to the cross
• “Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. When they came to the
place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other
on his left. Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they
divided up his clothes by casting lots. The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him.
They said, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.” The
soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar and said, “If you are the king
of the Jews, save yourself.” There was a written notice above him, which read: This is the King of
the Jews. One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Christ? Save
yourself and us!” But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are
under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this
man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your
kingdom.” Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” Luke
23:32-43

12th Station-where Jesus died on the cross
•

“About the ninth hour, Jesus cried out in a loud voice… “My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?” When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.” Immediately one
of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus
to drink. The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.” And when Jesus
had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit… Surely he was the Son of God!” Matthew
27: 46-54

13th Station-where Jesus’ body is removed from the cross
•

“Because the Jews did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to
have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the
first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. But when they came to Jesus
and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced
Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. The man who saw it has given
testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also
may believe. These things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will
be broken,” and, as another scripture says, “They will look on the one they have pierced.” John 19:3137

14th Station-Jesus is laid in a tomb
•

“As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who had himself
become a disciple of Jesus. Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body, and Pilate ordered that it be
given to him. Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and placed it in his own new
tomb that he had cut out of the rock. He rolled a big stone in front of the entrance to the tomb and went
away…the chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate. “Sir,” they said, “we remember that while
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he was still alive, that deceiver said, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ So, give the order for the tomb
to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the body and tell
the people that he has been raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the first.”
“Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how.” So, they went
and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard.” Matthew 27:5766
…But on the Third day, He arose... and Jesus is LORD.
•

“The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your
feet.” The LORD will extend your mighty scepter from Zion; you will rule in the midst of your
enemies…The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind: “You are a priest forever, in the
order of Melchizedek.” The Lord is at your right hand; he will crush kings on the day of his
wrath. He will judge the nations, heaping up the dead and crushing the rulers of the whole earth.”
Psalm 110

ALL Believers Return to Live with Jesus in the “New Jerusalem”
The time of “Tribulation” is over. God has created a “New Heaven,” a “New Earth,” and a “New
Jerusalem.” Jesus Christ, our Messiah, “The Lord My God,” has returned with “ALL the Holy Ones.”
These are “believers” who have come down from heaven with Him, and who are joined with the
“believers” whom God’s Angels have “gathered” from the four winds of the earth.
The Day of Messiah’s RETURN is the “Day of the Lord.” And “that day” will be a “unique day”
“without daytime or nighttime.” It will be a “Day Known to the Lord.”
And the “Great Earthquake,” which caused the ground from the Mount of Olives to split in two, will
also create a “Great Flood” and “Living Water” that will flood Jerusalem. Half of the water will flow
to the “Eastern Sea” (Dead Sea), and half of the water will flow to the “Western Sea” (Mediterranean
Sea). God will also cause a plague to strike down all of Israel’s enemies who tried to destroy Her
(battle of Armageddon).
Continuing from Zechariah 14…
•

…Then the LORD, my God, will come, and all the holy ones with him. On that day there
will be no light, no cold or frost. It will be a unique day, without daytime or nighttime—a day
known to the LORD. When evening comes, there will be light. On that day living water will
flow out from Jerusalem, half to the eastern sea and half to the western sea, in summer and in
winter. The LORD will be king over the whole earth. On that day, there will be one LORD,
and his name the only name. The whole land, from Geba to Rimmon, south of Jerusalem, will
become like the Arabah. But Jerusalem will be raised up and remain in its place, from the
Benjamin Gate to the site of the First Gate, to the Corner Gate, and from the Tower of Hananel
to the royal winepresses. It will be inhabited; never again will it be destroyed. Jerusalem will
be secure. This is the plague with which the LORD will strike all the nations that fought against
Jerusalem: Their flesh will rot while they are still standing on their feet, their eyes will rot in
their sockets, and their tongues will rot in their mouths…A similar plague will strike the horses
and mules, the camels and donkeys, and all the animals.”
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The “Day” after Jesus RETURNS is the “1st Day” of the 1,000-year Millennial
Continuing from Zechariah 14…
•

…Then the survivors from all the nations that have attacked Jerusalem will go up year after
year to worship the King, the LORD Almighty, and to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles.”
Zechariah 14:1–21

Therefore, the “Feast of Tabernacles” is referring to the Millennial reign of Jesus Christ.
All believers will rule and reign with Him for 1,000 years.
Believers will live in “dwellings,” “Tabernacles” with Jesus—fulfilling the 7th Feast- “Tabernacles
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A Contrast Between the “Old Jerusalem” and “New Jerusalem”
•

“Walkabout Zion, go around her, count
her towers, consider well her
ramparts, view her citadels, that you
may tell of them to the next generation. For this
God is our God forever and ever; he will be our
guide even to the end.” Psalm 48-12-14

The “Old City” in Jerusalem is divided into “Four
Quarters.”
1. The Jewish Quarter-encompasses more than
1,000 families, including numerous synagogues,
schools, contemporary shops, and restaurants.
2. The Muslim Quarter is the largest and most
populated of the four quarters in the Old City.
3. The Armenia Quarter- “This Quarter the Nation
of Armenia was the first nation to declare itself a Christian Nation.”
4. Christian Quarter-is the most visited quarter of the Old City because it includes the site of Jesus’
death, burial, and resurrection—the Church of the Holy Sepulcher. We’ll visit this church when we
walk the Via Delarosa, later.
There are eleven gates in the “Old City” in Jerusalem, which serve as entry and exit points. However, not
all the gates existed at the time of the original Temple. Some were added later.
Gates 1-7 are still open.
1. Damascus Gate
2. Herod's Gate
3. Lions' Gate
4. Dung Gate
5. Zion Gate
6. Jaffa Gate
7. New Gate

Gates 8-11 are closed.
8. Golden Gate
9. Single Gate
10. Triple Gate
11. Double Gate

1. Damascus Gate
This Gate is the main entrance to the Old City. Through
this gate is where the Arab bazaar and marketplace
begins. There is lots to see and consider buying.
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2. Herod's Gate
This Gate is the entrance into the Muslim Quarter.

3. Lions' Gate
This Gate leads to the Via Dolorosa, where you will
walk in the footsteps of Jesus.

4. Dung Gate
Dung or the waste and refuge of “that day” was
cast out from this gate. Jews for centuries have
been treated as dung or cast outs. Jesus was,
too. “However, the stone, the builders, rejected has
become the cornerstone.”
This Gate leads directly to the Jewish Quarter and
“Western Wall.”
•

“Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will
enter and give thanks to the LORD. This is the gate of the LORD through which the righteous
may enter. I will give you thanks, for you answered me; you have become my salvation.
The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; the LORD has done this, and it is
marvelous in our eyes.” Psalm 118:19-23

5. Zion Gate
This Gate leads directly to the Armenian and Jewish
quarters.
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6. Jaffa Gate
This Gate leads directly to the Jewish and Christian
Quarters, the most popular parts of the market, and
to the Tower of David Museum.

7. New Gate
This Gate is not part of the original design
of the city.

In the “Old Jerusalem:”
1. A “High Wall” surrounded Jerusalem, and its foundation was “laid” from one foundation
and was constructed of “common stones.”
2. The “Gates” (entrances) within the “Jerusalem Wall” had “common names” IE Sheep
Gate.
3. The only access was through the “Eastern Gate.”
4. An Angel also stood to watch at the “Eastern” entrance of “Eden.”
5. Sin abounded, so there was a need for a “Temple” where sinners could make sacrifices.
6. There was mourning, crying, pain, and death.
7. The City was “lit” by the moon and the sun.
8. A “King” sat on a throne, ruling, and judging the Jewish People-Twelve Tribes of Israel.
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The “New Jerusalem”
In the “New Jerusalem”
1. A “Great High Wall” will surround the “New Jerusalem,”
and it will be “laid” from “Twelve Foundations,” and each
will be decorated with “Precious Stones.” You’ll recall that
the Jewish “High Priest” wore a “Breast Plate” which
contained twelve precious stones. Each precious stone
represented each of the “Twelve Tribes of Israel.” And it is
with these “Same” precious stones that the “Twelve
Foundations” will be decorated.
2. There will be “Twelve Gates” (entrances), and each gate
will be named after each of the “Twelve Tribes of Israel.”
Gentiles who’ve believed the Gospel of Jesus Christ are
“Engrafted into Israel” and into one of the Twelve Tribes.
3. Access will be available from 3 gates on the East, 3 gates on
the North, 3 gates on the South, and 3 gates on the West.
4. One Angel will stand to watch over each of the “Twelve
Gates.”
5. Because “ALL” sin was paid for at the “Cross of Jesus
Christ.” There will be NO need for a Temple-The LORD
God Almighty, and the “Lamb of God” God’s Son Jesus
Christ is the Temple.
6. There will be no more mourning, crying, pain, and death.
7. The City will be “lit” from the radiance of God-the Father
and His SON-Jesus Christ.
8. The “King of Kings,” Jesus Christ, will sit on His “glorious throne.” Believers will sit on
one of “Twelve Thrones.” They will rule and judge each of the Twelve Tribes of Israel.
• “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her
husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is
with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be
with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no
more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed
away…One of the seven angels…carried me away in the Spirit…and showed me the Holy
City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. It shone with the glory of God,
and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. It
had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates. On the gates
were written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel. There were three gates on the east,
three on the north, three on the south and three on the west. Then I saw a new heaven and
a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no
longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice
from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them.
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They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will
wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or
pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” He who was seated on the throne said,
“I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are
trustworthy and true.” He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning, and the End. To hi, who is thirsty, I will give to drink without cost from the
spring of the water of life. He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God,
and he will be my son. But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the
sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters, and all liars—their place
will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death.” One of the seven
angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and said to me, “Come,
I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” And he carried me away in the Spirit
to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God. It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like
that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. It had a great, high wall with
twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were written the names of
the twelve tribes of Israel. There were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on
the south and three on the west. The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them
were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb…The wall was made of jasper, and
the city of pure gold, as pure as glass. The foundations of the city walls were decorated
with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire,
the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, the fifth sardonyx, the sixth carnelian, the
seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh
jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of
a single pearl. The great street of the city was of pure gold, like transparent glass. I did
not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its
temple. The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God
gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings
of the earth will bring their splendor into it. Revelation 21:1–24
And unlike the “Golden Gate” of the earthly Temple, which is now encased with concrete and
“closed shut,” the “Twelve Gates” in the “New Jerusalem” will NEVER be shut. Believers (those
who have their names written in “The Lamb’s Book of Life”) will have access to the “Gates of
Heaven” and into the “Gates of the New Jerusalem.”
•

“On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. The glory and honor
of the nations will be brought into it. Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone
who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the
Lamb’s book of life.” Revelation 21:25-27
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Sapphire- God’s Word and God’s Throne
There’s rich spiritual meaning behind each of the “Twelve Precious Stones,” which adorned the
High Priest’s breastplate and will decorate each of the Twelve Gates in the “New Jerusalem.”
Let’s look at one of them, the sapphire.
To begin, sapphires are created from “rocks” (like “limestone” common in Israel), which contains
a high amount of “aluminum oxide.” But it takes an incredible “fire” to convert these “rocks” into
a sapphire.
The sapphire is the “second” stone” in the “second row” of the High Priest’s Breastplate, and it’s
also one of the stones that will decorate the “Second Foundation.”
Interestingly, the “Ten Commandments” may have been written on tablets of sapphire.
When the Israelites were camped at Mount Sinai, Moses went up “eight” different times. On his
sixth ascent, Moses brings with him several leaders and 70 elders of Israel. They also “saw” the
God of Israel, which is unusual because God always kept His face “hidden.” And under God’s feet
was a pavement of sapphire.
•

“Then he said to Moses, “Come up to the LORD, you, and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and
seventy of the elders of Israel. You are to worship at a distance, but Moses alone is to
approach the LORD; the others must not come near. And the people may not come up with
him.” When Moses went and told the people all the LORD’s words and laws, they responded
with one voice, “Everything the LORD has said we will do.” Moses then wrote down
everything the LORD had said. He got up early the next morning and built an altar at the
foot of the mountain and set up twelve stone pillars representing the twelve tribes of Israel.
Then he sent young Israelite men, and they offered burnt offerings and sacrificed young
bulls as fellowship offerings to the LORD. Moses took half of the blood and put it in bowls,
and the other half he sprinkled on the altar. Then he took the Book of the Covenant and
read it to the people. They responded, “We will do everything the LORD has said; we will
obey.” Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people, and said, “This is the blood
of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.”
Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went up and saw the
God of Israel. Under his feet was something like a pavement made of sapphire, clear as the
sky itself. But God did not raise his hand against these leaders of the Israelites; they saw
God, and they ate and drank. The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain
and stay here, and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and commands I have
written for their instruction.” Exodus 24:1–12

Therefore, sapphire may be the stone that God used to inscribe the Ten Commandments. I say this
because all throughout Scripture, the term “Fire” is always associated with The LORD-God. He is
an all “consuming fire.” Could it be that God took the “laser light” of His finger and carved out
the Ten Commandments into tablets of stone- from sapphire?
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God reveals that His Throne is made from sapphire.
In the book of Ezekiel, the prophet has visions of God, and he sees that the “Throne of God”-made
from sapphire.
•
•

“In the thirtieth year, in the fourth month on the fifth day, while I was among the exiles
by the Kebar River, the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God.” Ezekiel 1:1
“Above the expanse over their heads was what looked like a throne of sapphire, and high
above on the throne was a figure like that of a man.”

Ezekiel also sees the imagery of God regarding “fire.”
•

“I saw that from what appeared to be his waist up he looked like glowing metal, as if full
of fire, and that from there down he looked like fire; and brilliant light surrounded him.”

When Ezekiel sees the LORD, he “falls face down.” Throughout Scripture, this is the “proper
position” for a person who “sees” God.
•

“This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. When I saw it, I fell
facedown, and I heard the voice of one speaking.” Ezekiel 1:26–28

And at the renewal of all things” (referring to the “New Jerusalem”) The Lord Jesus Christ will sit
on His “Glorious Throne.” And it is most likely made from sapphire.
And believers will sit on “Twelve Thrones,” judging the Twelve Tribes of Israel.
➢ Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits
on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones,
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left houses or brothers or
sisters or father or mother or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times
as much and will inherit eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and many who
are last will be first.” Matthew 19:27-30

“Where’s the Water?”
Sadly, the reality of a “New Heaven,” “New Earth,” and “New Jerusalem” is hardly talked about.
Not sure why that is?
Maybe it is because prophecy isn’t preached often either.
But a “New Heaven,” “New Earth,” and “New Jerusalem” is a “Christian’s Hope.”
It is a “Promise” we should be eagerly waiting for.
•

“I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command
given by our Lord and Savior through your apostles. First of all, you must understand that
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in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing, and following their own evil desires. They
will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our fathers died, everything
goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” But they deliberately forget that long
ago by God’s word the heavens existed and the earth was formed out of water and by
water. By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. By the
same word, the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of
judgment and destruction of ungodly men. But do not forget this one thing, dear friends:
With the Lord, a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. The
Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with
you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. But the day of the
Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be
destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. Since everything
will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy
and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will
bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat.
But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth,
the home of righteousness.” 2 Peter 3:1–18
I would like to point out that the “earth suits” we are living in will NOT be the same “suits” we
live in as we “Tabernacle” in the “New Earth.”
To understand, John indicates that in the “New Earth,” there is “no longer any sea.”
•

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and there was no longer any sea.” Revelation 21: 1

Facts:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Three-quarters of our current “earth” is comprised of water.
About 6,800 gallons of water is required to grow a day’s food for a family of four
In one year, the average American residence uses over 100,000 gallons of water.
About 6,800 gallons of water are required to grow a day’s food for a family of four.
Up to 60% of the human adult body is water.
The brain is composed of 73% water, and the heart is about 83% water.
The skin contains 64% water, muscles, and kidneys, 79%, and bones 31%.
A person can live about a month without food, but only about a week without water.

Therefore, if there is no sea, then there is most likely no water- as we know it. And without “water,”
there is also no “human life,” as we know it too.
Remember that currently, we are “Spirit Beings” living in an “Earth Suit” made from mostly water.
But one day, we will have “New Glorified Bodies.”
Therefore, we will still be “Spirit Beings,” but living in a “Spirit Suit” and in no need of “water” H2O.
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L’Chaim- “To LIFE”
In “Western Cultures,” to celebrate a special occasion or a special person, someone in the group
will raise their glass of wine (or other drink) and give a “toast.” This toast is meant to “honor” the
occasion or person. Afterward, it’s common for everyone to raise their glasses in “honor” and to
also “tap each other glasses” before drinking.
In the “Jewish Culture,” a similar “toast” is given. It is followed by the term “L’Chaim,” which
many in the group will repeat just before drinking.
The word “L’Chaim” means “To Life.”

“L’Chaim”- to LIFE in Jesus Christ
Let’s begin by reviewing key points about the “Garden of Eden.”
God created “man” (Adam) and placed him in the “Garden.”
In the “Garden Eden,” there were all kinds of trees.
In the “Middle of the Garden,” God placed the “Tree of Life” and the “Tree of the Knowledge of
Good and Evil.”
God told Adam that he could eat from ANY tree in the “Garden” except the “Tree of the
Knowledge of Good and Evil.” Then God created a “helpmate” for Adam- “Eve.
Satan, the serpent, deceived Eve, and she ate from the “forbidden fruit” and gave some to Adam
to eat, too (“The Fall” or “Original Sin”). So, when they ate, they realized they were naked and
felt guilt and shame. So, they made “covering” for themselves from the “leaves” of an unknown
species of tree. Afterward, God curses the “serpent,” and Eve and Adam. From this point forward,
every person who is born will be cursed. And part of the curse was “sickness,” “pain,” “tears,” and
death.
God casts Adam and Even out of the “Garden.” He also places Cherubim (Angels) and a “Flaming
Sword” at the “East Side” of the Garden to guard it and prevent anyone from ever entering the
“Garden” again and partaking of the Tree of Life- (which is the source of Eternal Life).
God would send the Messiah to redeem “Fallen Man” and to give “LIFE”- LIFE with Him in the
present and LIFE with Him eternally. The totality of Scripture indicates that Jesus Christ is, in fact,
the “TREE of LIFE”-the source of eternal life.
However, this “LIFE” is ONLY obtained by believing in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Page 543 ©2016 by Michael (Ben) Attar
You can read, download, or print this manuscript at www.GoodMoodFoundation.org

“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM
Subtitled “Sound the Trumpets in Zion”

“L’Chaim”- to LIFE in the New Jerusalem
In the “Garden of Eden,” there was also a “river of water” that flowed from “Eden,” and which
sustained the “Garden.”
•

“When the LORD God made the earth and the heavens— and no shrub of the field had yet
appeared on the earth and no plant of the field had yet sprung up, for the LORD God had
not sent rain on the earth, and there was no man to work the ground, but streams came up
from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground…A river watering the garden
flowed from Eden.” Genesis 2:4-14

And just as there was a river flowing in the “Garden of Eden.” There will also be a river flowing
in Jerusalem when Jesus returns at the “Mount of Olives.” This will occur as a “Great Earthquake”
splits Jerusalem in two (down the middle), causing a “Great Flood.”
But NOW, in the “New Jerusalem,” there is a river called “the river of the water of life” that flows
down the middle in the “New Jerusalem.”
•

“Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from
the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city.”

In the “New Jerusalem,” there are “Two Trees of Life” standing on both sides of the “river of the
water of life.”
•

“On each side of the river stood the Tree of LIFE, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding
its fruit every month.”

You’ll recall that Adam and Eve had used “leaves” from an unknown tree to cover up their sin,
shame, and nakedness. But NOW, there are “leaves” from the Tree of LIFE.
•

“And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.”

The term “nations” is referring to “peoples” (Jews and Gentile believers).
In conclusion…
The curse of “death” that occurred in the “Garden of Eden” is removed by believing the Gospel of
Jesus Christ and receiving His LIFE. All believers (Jews and Gentiles) will “one day” receive the
blessing of “LIFE” in the “New Jerusalem.”
L’Chaim- to LIFE –
➢ “LIFE in Jesus Christ.”
➢ “LIFE in the New Jerusalem.”
“Sound the Trumpets in ZION”-in the “New Jerusalem.”
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The Judgement Seat of Christ
The Bible doesn't tell us exactly when the following events will take place.
Believers will be judged at the “BEMA Seat”-also called the “Judgement Seat of Christ.” It’s
important to remember that we are not judged for our sins. Jesus Christ took away the penalty of
our sin on the cross. However, believers are judged for the “works” performed while we were on
earth. Our works are judged to see if they were performed in the “flesh” or in the “Spirit.” Believers
would receive no rewards for “Work” (no matter how great and glorious) if they were performed
in the power of the flesh. However, believers receive rewards for “Works” performed by the Power
of The Holy Spirit.
•
•

•

“For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat…So then, each of us will give an account
of himself to God.” Romans 14:10–12
“But each one should be careful how he builds…if any man builds on this foundation using
gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it is,
because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the
quality of each man’s work. If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. If it
is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved.” 1 Corinthians 3:10–4:5
“Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from
God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. Meanwhile, we groan, longing
to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling… So, we make it our goal to please him, whether
we are at home in the body or away from it. For we must all appear before the judgment
seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the
body, whether good or bad. 2 Corinthians 5:1–10

The Great White Throne Judgement
Whereas believers are judged at the “Judgment Seat of Christ, unbelievers are judged at the
Great White Throne Judgement.
•

“Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from
his presence, and there was no place for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing
before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book
of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.
The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were
in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. Then death and Hades
were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. If anyone’s name
was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.” Revelation
20:11–15

Satan is cast into the “Lake of Fire.”
•

“And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and
holding in his hand a great chain. He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the
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devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. He threw him into the Abyss and
locked and sealed it over him.” Revelation 20:1–3

The Marriage Supper of The Lamb
There’s another event called the “Marriage Supper of the Lamb” that will take place in the
Heavenlies. To better understand it, let’s consider the following.
In Old Testament times, when a Hebrew man fell in love with the woman of his dreams, he would
go to the woman's house with the “bride's price.” Every woman had a “price” that had to be paid
so, the man would set the “brides’ price” before her father. Then the man would take a cup, pour
some wine into it, and place it before the woman he loved. If the woman picked up the cup and
drank, it symbolized her acceptance of him.
The soon-to-be groom would then say something very interesting.
He would say, “I go to prepare a place for you.”
The man would go back to his father's house, and he would start building a “room” next to his
father’s house for him and his soon-to-be bride to live in.
So, when was the wedding day? No one knew except the Father. It was up to the father to determine
if the structure his son was building was ready. So, if a friend of the groom came and asked,
“When’s the big day?” The groom would say, “I don't know the day or the hour of my marriage.
It’s up to my father.” Thankfully, when the father finally “gave the word,” his son and the wedding
party would go in the middle of the night to the bride's house. On the road to the bride’s house,
you could hear them talking and carrying on. As they approached the bride’s home, their noise
would get louder and louder.
Suddenly, without any warning, the groom would be at the bride's home. The bride would be stolen
in the middle of the night. The bride-to-be had been waiting for some time. The bride-to-be had
kept herself pure, going through each day’s tasks, wondering if today was the day for the groom’s
return. She knew that her groom had gone to prepare a place for her, but she didn't know when he
would come for her. She also knew that the groom would come in the middle of the night for her.
But she just didn't know which night. However, the bride-to-be was always prepared. Every night
she would keep her lampstand burning. The light from the lampstand would be ready for her when
the groom returned. Each night she would wonder, “Would this be the night of the groom’s
return?”
Jesus Christ is the groom, and Christ-followers are His bride. Jesus fell in love with you! He comes
to “your home” and says, “I love you.” He places a cup (The “Cup of Redemption”-the third cup
of the Passover, which we looked at in our previous journey) in front of you. And if you pick up
the cup and drink from it, you are saying, “I believe you, Jesus. I love you, Jesus! I am yours,
Jesus.” And like the groom in the story, Jesus pays the “bride's price.” Not with money but
something dearer and more precious—His own blood. On the cross, Jesus “purchased” us from
the penalty of sin and death. Jesus said He’s going away, but the Holy Spirit “Counselor” will
come down until He returns.
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So, when will our groom, Jesus, come to take us, “His bride” to be with Him? Well, we already
know the answer to that question. The groom does not know the day or the hour when he will
return to get his bride. Only the father knows.
Jesus has gone to prepare a “room” for you.
➢ “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father’s house
are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a
place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be
with me that you also may be where I am.” John 14:1–4
Only the Father knows when Jesus will return.
➢ “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but
only the Father. As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of
Man. Matthew 24:36–37
Speaking of marriage, when a “bride and groom” get married, there is a “wedding supper” where
the “bride and the groom” celebrate with their friends and family. Likewise, God’s “Bride” (The
Church) will be married to His Son (Jesus Christ). And God will also HOST a “heavenly” wedding
supper called the “Great Supper of God,” also referred to as the “Marriage Supper of the Lamb.”
•

“I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a
white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With
justice, he judges and makes war. His eyes are like
blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a
name written on him that no one knows but he himself.
He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is
the Word of God. The armies of heaven were following
him, riding on white horses, and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. Out of his mouth
comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. “He will rule them with an
iron scepter.” He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. On his
robe and on his thigh, he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF
LORDS. And I saw an angel standing in the sun, who cried in a loud voice to all the birds
flying in midair, “Come, gather together for the great supper of God.” Revelation 19:1117

The Bible does not provide specific details about the “Marriage Supper of the Lamb.” But it will
most likely occur sometime during the “7-Year Tribulation” period, just before Jesus “Returns.”
With that in mind, here is something to consider. We know from God’s Word that when a Jewish
wedding took place, the bride and groom took “One Year” off from WORK to celebrate and get
to know each other.
•

“For one year, he is to be free to stay at home and bring happiness to the wife he has
married” (Deuteronomy 24:5).
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Therefore, maybe the “Marriage Supper of the Lamb” lasts for “One Year”-the 7th year (the Final
Year) of the “7 Year Tribulation” period. And when that “One Year” of getting to know each other
is over, we’re ready to go back to WORK- “ruling and reigning” with Our Bridegroom, Jesus, for
1,000 years (Millennial Reign).
We don’t know.
But what we do know is that “Day 1,260” (of the 2nd Part of the Tribulation) is the “Final Day” of
the Tribulation and is also referred to as the “Day of the Lord.”
Here’s another thought to consider…
❖ God “worked” and created everything in 6 literal days. Then God rested on the 7th “Day”the “Sabbath.”
❖ The genealogical and historical evidence of the Bible supports “Creation” beginning about
6,000 years ago (the “creationist” or “young earth” worldview). It also appears the timeline
from the day of creation to the day Jesus Christ returns will be 6,000 years. We are indeed
living in the “Last Days.”
❖ Since being created, MAN has existed and “worked” for about 6,000 years.
Therefore, when this “Present Age” ends and Jesus Christ returns. The “Millennial Reign” (of the
next 1,000 years) can also be seen as the “Sabbath”-a time to rest.
I’m ready!
Are you?

God LOVES “Zion”- His People, Israel, and Jerusalem
Considering all we have learned together, these two Psalms (78 and 79) will come alive.
“O my people, hear my teaching; listen to the words of my mouth. I will open my mouth in
parables…He decreed statutes for Jacob and established the law in Israel, which he commanded
our forefathers to teach their children...They would not be like their forefathers— a stubborn and
rebellious generation, whose hearts were not loyal to God, whose spirits were not faithful to
him…He did miracles in the sight of their fathers in the land of Egypt, in the region of Zoan. He
divided the sea and led them through; he made the water stand firm like a wall. He guided them
with the cloud by day and with light from the fire all night. He split the rocks in the desert and
gave them water as abundant as the seas…But they continued to sin against him, rebelling in the
desert against the Most High. They willfully put God to the test by demanding the food they craved.
They spoke against God, saying, “Can God spread a table in the desert…Yet he gave a command
to the skies above and opened the doors of the heavens; he rained down manna for the people to
eat…He rained meat down on them like dust, flying birds like sand on the seashore. He made them
come down inside their camp, all around their tents. They ate till they had more than enough, for
he had given them what they craved. But before they turned from the food they craved, even while
it was still in their mouths, God’s anger rose against them; he put to death the sturdiest among
them, cutting down the young men of Israel. In spite of all this, they kept on sinning; in spite of
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his wonders, they did not believe…How often they rebelled against him in the desert and grieved
him in the wasteland! Again, and again, they put God to the test; they vexed the Holy One of Israel.
They did not remember his power…He turned their rivers to blood; they could not drink from their
streams. He sent swarms of flies that devoured them, and frogs that devastated them. He gave their
crops to the grasshopper, their produce to the locust. He destroyed their vines with hail and their
sycamore-figs with sleet. He gave over their cattle to the hail, their livestock to bolts of lightning.
He unleashed against them his hot anger, his wrath, indignation, and hostility— a band of
destroying angels. He prepared a path for his anger; he did not spare them from death but gave
them over to the plague. He struck down all the firstborn of Egypt, the firstfruits of manhood in
the tents of Ham. But he brought his people out like a flock; he led them like sheep through the
desert. He guided them safely, so they were unafraid, but the sea engulfed their enemies. Thus, he
brought them to the border of his holy land, to the hill country his right hand had taken. He drove
out nations before them and allotted their lands to them as an inheritance; he settled the tribes of
Israel in their homes. But they put God to the test and rebelled against the Most High; they did not
keep his statutes…. When God heard them, he was very angry; he rejected Israel completely. He
abandoned the tabernacle of Shiloh, the tent he had set up among men. He sent the ark of his might
into captivity, his splendor into the hands of the enemy. He gave his people over to the sword; he
was very angry with his inheritance. Fire consumed their young men, and their maidens had no
wedding songs; their priests were put to the sword, and their widows could not weep. Then the
Lord awoke as from sleep, as a man wakes from the stupor of wine. He beat back his enemies; he
put them to everlasting shame. Then he rejected the tents of Joseph, he did not choose the tribe of
Ephraim; but he chose the tribe of Judah, Mount Zion, which he loved. He built his sanctuary
like the heights, like the earth that he established forever.” Psalm 78-79
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“Sound the Trumpets in Zion”

Considering all that we’ve learned, isn’t this the MOST beautiful view in the world?
It is for me, and if I could live anywhere, I would LOVE to live in a home with this view.
Now, I am looking forward to the day when MANY believers will know how to sound the Shofar
Trumpet at their Church to begin Worship and to start Christian events. But most of all, I am
looking forward to the day that Christians will come to “Zion” to sound God’s Trumpet.
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While We Wait of Jesus’ Return -Sound Trumpets
Here are Jesus’ final words as He closes out Revelation.
➢ “Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this
book. Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone
according to what he has done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the
Beginning and the End. I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the
churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David and the bright Morning Star. Yes, I am
coming soon.” Revelation 21:1-22:20
Jesus wants us to know, He is coming soon because He tells us three times. He did this to give us
HOPE-He is returning. John then adds, “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus,” and Revelation complete.
Sound the Trumpets in Zion, God has chosen to use His Trumpets to “connect” many of the
people, places, and events associated with Israel’s history and to unveil and reveal the Messiah.
The prayer, “Next Year in Jerusalem,” has been fulfilled—"Next Year in Jerusalem—is NOW!”
Therefore, Our NEW Prayer is:

“Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.”

As we wait for Jesus’ return, sound Trumpets-especially in ZION.
•

“Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things; his right hand and his
holy arm have worked salvation for him. The LORD has made his salvation known and
revealed his righteousness to the nations. He has remembered his love and his faithfulness
to the house of Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. Shout
for joy to the LORD, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music; make music to the
LORD with the harp, with the harp and the sound of singing, with trumpets and the blast of
the ram’s horn—shout for joy before the LORD, the King. Let the sea resound, and
everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. Let the rivers clap their hands, let the
mountains sing together for joy; let them sing before the LORD, for he comes to judge the
earth. He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity.” Psalm 98:1–
9
Our journey together has ended but a NEW journey begins…
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IsraelThe Perfect “Water/Sun/Beach “Vacation Destination

Certainly, EVERY Christian needs to come to Israel for an
“Introductory Tour” to discover the people, the places, and the
events of the Bible.
But did you know that Israel is also the perfect, water/sun/beach
vacation destination?
Each year, hundreds of thousands of people have come to Israel
from all over the world to have a vacation and have fun on Israel’s
beaches and resorts. However, most people in the States haven’t
heard.
Therefore, please come to Tel Aviv, Haifa, or Eilat. They are all
fantastic “go-to” destinations for your second or third trip to Israel. They are also better alternatives
when considering a sun, water, and beach vacation.
▪ Haifa, where I was born, is located at the Northern tip of Israel.
▪ Tel Aviv is in the middle of Israel, and they both share the Mediterranean Ocean.
▪ Eilat is located on the Southern tip of Israel and shares the Red Sea.
Pictured (2015) in Haifa after a relaxing late lunch. As you can see by the color of our skin, we’ve
had six days on Haifa beaches and swimming in the Mediterranean Sea. Our next stop is three days
in Tel Aviv swimming in the Mediterranean Sea, again.

There are ONLY Three Places I Want to BeHome-Church-Israel
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Shopping in Israel

God LOVES to give His children gifts.
With that in mind, consider purchasing “gifts” for our friends and loved ones. Here I am (2013) in
Israel buying a new Star of David pendant and chain to replace the one I gave to my friend Paul J.
Meyer. I asked the jeweler to mount a small cross to it, which he did. It reminds me of the privilege
it is to be Jewish, the love my Savior has for me, and my friend Paul.
Israeli jewelers are known the world over for their creative
and timeless designs. You can’t go wrong with any piece of
Jewelry made in Israel. On your visit to Israel, consider
purchasing a “Star of David” or “Star of David with a Cross”
pendant and wear it proudly. Remember that you can always
purchase jewelry online directly from Israel. That’s what we
did in celebration of our 30th wedding anniversary, I bought
two gold wedding bands. We couldn’t wait to purchase them
in Israel, so we did the next best thing. We bought them
online and had our rings shipped from Israel to our home.
Then we wore them proudly on our trip to Israel (in 2015) to
celebrate our 30th wedding anniversary.
The rings are inscribed in Hebrew.

אני לדודי ודודי
Ani L'Dodi V'Dodi Li
Remember that Hebrew is read from Right to Left.
The translation is:
•

“I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine” (Song of Songs 6:3).
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The 11th Commandment
On our trip to Israel in 2015, Michelle and I were in the Dan Lounge located in the terminal of the
Ben Gurion airport. As we were waiting for our flight back to Dallas, a very distinguished elderly
gentleman and his wife sat down next to us. The gentleman smiled at me. It was a lengthy smile,
so I smiled back. Then his wife left, so I decided to engage the gentleman in conversation.
He quickly told me that he was a Rabbi in a particular city and that he oversaw all the Rabbis in
that city. I have relatives in that city who are active in the Jewish community, so I asked if he knew
who they were. He said he did.
This led to a wonderful conversation on many Jewish issues.
One point he made resonated with me.
He said there’s an 11th commandment he and other Rabbi’s preach-

“Thou shalt leave your money in Israel.”
He’s right!
Any activity that brings and leaves money in Israel is GOOD for Israel.
Therefore, please consider:
1. Purchasing Israeli bonds.
2. Purchasing a home in Israel.
3. Investing in real estate development in Israel.
4. Starting or investing in a business in Israel.
5. Helping support a person or family who has decided to move and live in Israel.
6. Adopting a city, town, or organization in Israel. Ask their leaders what they need and
help meet that need. Then send groups from your church to volunteer and help these
cities, towns, or organizations with their needs.
7. Leaving the 18% VAT in Israel. When you make purchases in Israel, you will pay a
VAT-Value Added Tax. At the airport, before you depart Israel, you can fill out a
form, provide receipts, and the VAT will be refunded to you. However, prayerfully
consider leaving some or all the VAT in Israel as a significant portion of Israel’s budget
goes towards military defense.
8. Planning a second or third trip to Israel.
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Eight Reasons to Visit Israel – Again!
1. People- the Jewish people are near and dear to God’s heart. They are now near and dear to
your heart, too.
2. Jerusalem-You felt His presence in Jerusalem the first time. You want to feel it again.
3. Biblical Sites-Being in Israel is like reading your Bible in 3D HD. You saw and experienced
many of the places you’ve read about in your Bible. You want more.
4. No Regrets-when you came home from Israel the first time, you didn’t say, “I need a
vacation from my vacation.” Yes, you were tired. But ‘good’ tired!
5. Missions-You saw needs in Israel, and your church did “something” to help when you got
back. You want to revisit to see what your “support” is doing.
6. 11th Commandment-Being in Israel is one of the best ways to support Israel’s economy.
You like that!
7. Holy Ground-The land of Israel in the Bible is the same land you walked on your first time
in Israel. You want to be a part of that again!
8. Revisit your New Address-The Bible says you’ll be living in the New Jerusalem, NOT the
new North America.

Tips for Maximizing your Experience to Israel
We’ve come to the end of our journey together, and I pray your love for Israel, the Jewish People,
and Messiah has deepened. And that you are ready to consider planning a trip to Israel.
To Consider Before Your Trip
• A trip to Israel is a trip of a lifetime. But for many, it will require financial sacrifice. So, if
God has blessed you with abundant financial resources, please consider helping another
person (s) who is unable to come because of their lack of finances. Also, consider
sponsoring a Jewish friend who you have a relationship with to go on your tour. It’s not
important what your Jewish friend believes. What’s important is that the Jewish people
have an opportunity to go to Israel.
Before or After Your Trip
• If, for example, your tour group is flying out of New York City (or other City), you might
consider staying there a few days before or even after your trip to Israel. And if you have
friends or family “there,” you may be able to see them.
Luggage
• The largest piece of luggage you can “check” on an airplane without an oversize fee is 32
inches. As your trip is 10-12 days, you will need to have a 30-32-inch suitcase. You may
already have one or can purchase or borrow. But please leave your designer and expensive
luggage at home as your luggage is going to take a “beating.” Consider, as I do, and
purchase “used” luggage that already has scratches and minor signs of wear.
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Remember that less is more, so do your best to put everything into one bag. Also, be sure
that the luggage has wheels on it because you will be taking your bag from the tour bus in
the evening to your room and rolling it out to the bus in the morning.
When you've finished packing, take several pictures of “everything” in your suitcase. This
will help you remember and provide documentation of precisely what is in it.
Place a quality luggage tag on your luggage and be sure all the information is legible. Also,
put your name, cell phone number, tour operator, and their phone number and a copy of
your itinerary in a plastic sleeve and put in your suitcase. Rarely is a suitcase lost, but if it
happens, the information on and in the bag will make its recovery more likely.

What to Bring
• Remember to check the weather conditions and temperature ranges one week before your
trip. Pack accordingly.
• Wash and wear undergarments so you can wash them in your hotel room and let dry
overnight.
• Quality walking shoes or running shoes with new cushion insoles. You’ll be doing a lot of
walking. Sandals are okay to wear but only in the evenings.
• Remember that daily attire is “touristy” and comfortable. Also, as the weather changes
during the day, wear “layers.”
• “Nice” casual attire for evening meals at the hotel.
• A spirit of thankfulness, generosity, and servitude. This is “Jesus,” Israelis’ respond too.
Passport
• Be sure that your Passport is up to date and not expiring within 6 months of your stay in
Israel. If you need to apply for a new passport or renew a Passport, make the application
as soon as possible. Otherwise, you’ll be forced to use Passport “Services that will cost
several hundred dollars. And remember to keep your passport on your person at all times.
TSA-Pre-Check
• A big part of your trip is the joy of being with friends, family, and “new” friends. This
means an opportunity to talk and visit as you wait in the long lines at the airport. However,
if you don’t want to wait in line, consider signing up for the TSA-Global Entry and
Precheck Program. The cost is $100 and requires several months to go through the
application process. But it will also make your return passage from Israel through
“Immigration” into the United States a lot faster.
Essential Items to Bring in Your Backpack
• Bring a backpack or similar and use it as your “carry on” for the plane and use it on the bus
and throughout your trip.
• Luggage is usually never lost but it can happen. I recently heard from a friend who travels
to Israel regularly with her father who leads tour groups that her luggage and several others
were lost. It took 7 days to finally be reunited with her luggage and one elderly man
received his luggage 10 days later on their way home. “Travel Insurance” (please purchase)
and the airlines will generally reimburse expenses to replace lost items or delayed luggage.
But that won’t happen right away. Therefore, pack “personal hygiene” items, change of
underwear, socks, and a change of clothes in your backpack or carry one. My personal
preference is to take a pair of “warmup” pants and jacket as this is versatile clothing
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appropriate anywhere. And if your luggage is lost or delayed, you can change from your
travel clothes which you’ll have had on for 15-20 hours (or more) into something clean and
comfortable. Also, remember that the group will be traveling to different destinations each
day and a mall to buy things isn’t on the itinerary. So, you’ll be forced to buy whatever the
hotel has in their gift shop or sundry or borrow. Again, better to be prepared, just in case.
Leave your laptop computer at home. If the need arises and you need a computer, most of
the hotels have a “business services” center.
Purchase or borrow a small camcorder. Also, purchase extra memory cards and batteries
for it. I don’t recommend the use of a “Tablet” to take pictures and record videos because
it is too cumbersome. You can also use your iPhone or Android to take photos or record
videos. But be sure to back up your phone and free up memory before leaving. If you are
tech-savvy, you can download the pictures on a portable external hard drive each evening.
Bring a good pair of sunglasses with a strap, so they won't’ fall off or get lost. Also, a good
sunscreen and a hat or a cap. And if you wear “readers” don’t forget to take them.
Bring a stack of small index cards or a pocket notebook for taking notes and a pen.
Purchase a power adaptor for Israel to charge all your electronics. Remember to bring the
cell phone cords and adaptors.
The tour bus usually has free Wi-Fi to check emails. But please don’t make phone calls on
the bus as it is a distraction unless it’s a real emergency.
Take your personal Bible or use one on your phone.
If you have a medical condition, list them along with the name and phone numbers of
your treating physicians and keep it in your backpack. Also, a list of all medications
and dosages you are taking. If a medical emergency occurs, having this information
at the “ready” will be very helpful to the medical personnel.
Ask your medical professional about taking sublingual Vitamin B tablets. These may give
you a pep boost when tired. Also, ask your medical professional about doing a “cleanse”
or a “cleanse and fast” a month or two before your trip. Making sure that you are regular
will significantly enhance your experience and allow you to taste and savor many new
foods. Also, bring a very mild laxative, or herbal cleanse. No matter how “regular” you
are, sitting on a long plane ride, lengthy bus trips, and new foods may tend to clog you up.
Also, ask your medical professional about “digestive aids.” This may also be helpful, too.
If you take vitamins or herbal supplements, keep them in the original bottles, if possible.
If you have many containers, then put what you need into separate baggies and clearly
mark what is inside each bag. Take the supplements that you need for the plane trip plus
one or two extra days’ worth and put it in your backpack. Then place the rest in your
checked bag.
If you take prescription medications, leave them all in their original bottles. Put them all in
your backpack and not in your checked luggage. Also, bring an extra script of your drugs
just in case. Also, write out what medical conditions you have and put it in your backpack.
If a medical emergency occurs, having this information, and easy access will be helpful.
If you are flying into or out of Israel on EL AL Airlines, remember that they have the
strictest security protocols in the world. So, you may be randomly screened or profiled and
then subjected to a more stringent search and the answering of questions. Therefore,
knowing the contents of the medication bottles and supplements you have with you will
make things a lot easier. And even if you are not flying on EL AL, you may still be
“flagged” by airport security. So, know what is in your pack back and be able to explain
everything in it.
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Additional Items to Make the Long Airplane Trip More Enjoyable
• Wear a pair of compression socks as you will be sitting for a long time. Also, bring an extra
pair as you will be doing a lot of sitting on the bus and a lot of walking.
• Bring a quality neck pillow and eye shades.
• Bring a personal headset to watch the movies. Even better, bring a pair of noise-canceling
headset. It is worth the investment as the “noise” in the airplane can be bothersome.
• Bring an MP3 player with music and audiobooks.
• Bring a quality water bottle that also has a filter. Fill it up after going through security and
before boarding. And while in Israel, fill it up each morning before heading to the tour bus.
Otherwise, you’ll be purchasing a lot of bottled water.
• The airline may have “something” you can eat, but I won’t count on it. Especially if you
are watching what you eat. Therefore, remember to bring healthy foods/snacks with you.
• Bring a toothbrush and toothpaste to brush your teeth when appropriate.
• If you want to watch “your” movies,” then bring a “Tablet” loaded with your favorite films.
Fitness
• If you’re a fitness person, bring fitness clothes. Wash and wear if possible.
• If you can jump rope, bring a jump rope as it is light, and you can jump rope in your room
or outside of your room.
• If you are used to using free weights, there is an inexpensive “dumbbell package” you can
buy that inflates with water to give you two dumbbells. Or you can use the hotel gym.
• If you use a treadmill, there is usually one or two in the hotel gym.
• The best exercise is LONG walks. Grab a few friends at the end of a long day of touring
and do a “prayer walk” through the streets of Israel near your hotel. Israel is a safe place.
Preparing for the “What Ifs”
• Make a copy of your passport, driver’s license, medical insurance card, and credit cards.
And if you have a medical condition, include them along with the name and phone numbers
of your treating physicians. Also, a list of medications you are taking and the dosages.
Leave a “copy” with a trusted friend or family member back home. If the need arises, they
can text or email it to you.
• Thank God you’re going to Israel-one of the safest countries in the world. However, you
will be traveling on an airplane, bus, and taxis. So, make sure your “affairs” are in order.
Study the Biblical Sites Before your Trip
• Whoever is leading your trip to Israel will provide you with an “itinerary” before your trip.
Therefore, take the itinerary and begin to study about each Biblical site BEFORE your trip.
This will significantly enhance what you hear from your pastor or Israeli tour guide.
Jewelry
• Ladies, if you have any rings with precious stones that protrude from their setting
(engagement, wedding, etc.), please leave them at home. You’ll be climbing in and out of
the tour bus every day and at Biblical sites where you may accidentally brush your ring
against a wall or staircase. Replace with a simple band.
• Men and ladies, please replace your expensive watches with an inexpensive sports watch.
• Leave all of your expensive watches and jewelry at home.
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Money
• Decide how much money you will spend on gifts and personal items before you leave.
Convert that money to Israeli currency at the airport you are departing from. There isn’t
going to be time to convert your money at the Ben Gurion airport in Israel upon your
arrival. Granted, most hotels you will be staying at can convert your money. But its best to
have “some” Israeli currency on you when you arrive in Israel.
• Israel is a rich country with a thriving economy, but many poor people live in Israel, too.
Therefore, convert a designated amount ($20, $50, or $100) into “Ten Shekel” coins. Keep
this money in a separate pocket and make it easily accessible. When you encounter beggars
and poor people, give discreetly as the Spirit leads. In the United States, there are
professional scam artists who make their living “begging.” This is rare in Israel. So, if the
Spirit prompts you to give-give with confidence.
• Keep in mind that you will pay an 18% VAT (Value Added Tax) on most items while in
Israel. However, you’re entitled to receive that VAT back at Ben Gurion airport on your
departure day back home. Remember to keep your original receipts as you will need that.
Also, consider just leaving the Vat in Israel. It’s another way of supporting Israel.
Tipping
• Depending on your tour operator, tips may or may not have been added to the cost of your
trip. If not, please remember to bring enough money to thank those who have served you.
Your tour operator will explain who to tip and the amount. And even if your tour operator
has included tips, it’s okay to provide an additional tip to those who have provided
exceptional service. It’s also okay to tip anyone God puts on your mind or anyone who has
helped you in some meaningful way.
• That said, please don’t bring Bibles, Bible tracks, or Christian books to leave for any
Israelis, i.e., hotel staff, bus driver, etc. Your kind-hearted intent will only be received as
offensive. The BEST way to IMPACT an Israeli is to write a personal handwritten note of
BLESSING and then leave a BIG tip. Hotel staff, bus drivers, tour guides, etc. will
appreciate that greatly.
Consider Buying a “Prayer Shawl” before Your Trip
• On the day you visit the “Western Wall” (Jew’s Most Holy Site), you will see many Jews
and Christians praying at the “Wall” wearing a Prayer Shawl. So, if you have a Prayer
Shawl, you can join them by entering into your “Prayer Closet” (cover your head with your
Prayer Shawl) and praying at the “Western Wall.” But if you don’t have a Prayer Shawl,
buy one online from Israel before your trip and bring it with you. There will most likely be
no time to purchase a Prayer Shawl while in Israel before you go to the Western Wall. This
will be a once in a lifetime experience.
Collect Prayer Requests Before your Trip to Israel
• The “Western Wall” is the only place on earth where there is 24/7/365 prayer. And at the
“Wall,” you will see people (Jews and Christians) writing their prayers on pieces of paper
and inserting them into the “cracks” in the ‘Wall.” As believers, we don’t have to write our
prayers on a piece of paper, travel to Israel, and insert them inside the cracks of the
“Western Wall,” for God to hear and answer our prayers. But there are many non-believers
and believers who, for whatever reason, would LOVE for their prayers to be inserted into
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the cracks of the “Western Wall.” Therefore, consider collecting “prayer requests” (written
down on paper) from Jewish friends and those in your church, home group, etc. Bring it
with you to the “Western Wall.” There you can insert these prayer requests into the cracks
of the “Western Wall,” and then you can lay your hands on the “Wall” and pray over them.
Again, a once in a lifetime opportunity.
Consider Learning How to SOUND God’s Trumpet Before your Trip
• Like many Christians, you may be “moved” to purchase God’s Favorite Instrument-a
Shofar Trumpet while in Israel. That’s wonderful! However, wouldn’t you want to
SOUND the Shofar Trumpet while in Israel? However, Israel is NOT the place to practice
or learn how to sound the Shofar. You MUST know what you are doing, or you will offend
many and embarrass yourself. Therefore, contact me, and I will provide the instruction you
will need to sound the Shofar Trumpet. Then all who are going to Israel on your trip and
want to “sound” their Shofar can practice individually and then get together as a group.
Also, a once in a life-time experience.
Ride-Sharing Apps
• There is usually one day set aside on your trip to do “whatever” you want to do. Some may
want to revisit a site, some may wish to visit a new Biblical website, or do some shopping.
• You can generally take a taxicab to wherever you decide to go. But I recommend having
an Uber or Lyft account and their APP on your phone. This way, you can always be on
your way on a moment’s notice.
“Free Day” - Shopping
• There is excitement about shopping in Israel. Shopkeepers want you to browse and
purchase their “items.” That said, keep in mind that in Western cultures, “shopping” is
about touching, price comparisons, and waiting. Not so in Middle Eastern Countries,
including Israel. So, if you see an item you’re interested in, make an offer. Haggling on
prices in shops is expected.
• Make a list of who will be receiving a gift from Israel. Also, have a general idea of what
you want to purchase and how much you can spend on each person. With this list in hand,
you won’t spend your entire “Free Day” shopping unless you want, too.
• The best gifts (inexpensive) to bring back to your friends in the “ministry” are “anointing
oils” and small-hand crosses.
• Silver jewelry is affordable. Crosses, Star of David, Star of David with Cross are lovely.
You’re going to find many affordable pieces of jewelry you just can’t live without.
• If someone has provided funds for you to come to Israel, a small thank you is always
welcomed. If they read books, then a brass, silver, or gold plated “Star of David” or other
“Messianic” bookmarker makes a beautiful but inexpensive gift.
• If you are able and want to purchase more substantial prices of jewelry made in Israel, you
can do that, too. Or consider what I did with our new wedding rings. I bought them online,
and they were shipped directly from Israel.
• Some items you will purchase are too cumbersome to comfortably take back with you, I.E.,
a Shofar, or Menorah. Therefore, have these items shipped back to your home.
Shopkeepers have “deals” with the shipping companies and will make the return trip more
comfortable.
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“Free Day” – Visiting
• God may move on your heart to re-visit a Biblical site, or to visit a new site. That said, in
my personal opinion, the Most Important Site to see and explore is the “Temple Mount.”
Most visitors to Israel never get the opportunity to visit the Temple Mount because of the
time and day restrictions for ascending the Temple Mount. Therefore, make it a priority to
check on “day and time availability for ascending the Temple Mount on your “free day.”
The next best site to visit on your “free day” is “Yad Vashem” (Holocaust Museum). To
LOVE the Jewish People is to understand what they have been through.
Insurance
• I recommend purchasing travel insurance to cover “trip cancellation” in case something
happens, and you can’t make the trip. Or, “something” happens, and you have to come
home immediately. These policies often come with “lost baggage” and “baggage delay”
insurance, and you can also purchase additional coverages. Bags are rarely misdirected by
the airlines, but it does happen. So, knowing that you will get your money back after having
to buy new clothes, etc. is comforting and will offset the headache. Also, be sure that the
policy includes “medical insurance.” I realize you may already have medical insurance,
but using it will be bothersome, not to mention the high deductibles. So, if you encounter
a medical emergency, this “medical insurance” will kick in, and you generally won’t have
to tap into your personal medical insurance. Many medical insurance policies will include
“pre-existing” conditions, but ONLY if you purchase it in “advance.” Therefore, don’t wait
until the last minute to buy. Also, call your credit card company. Depending on the card,
they will often offer “travel insurance” options.
• If you are a pastor or “someone” whose trip is being paid for by the tour operator, family
member, etc. You can and should still purchase travel, medical, and baggage insurance.
When you make the application put “0” for the cost of the trip.
• If you have adequate life insurance, then you don’t need to purchase “flight insurance.”
But if you don’t have sufficient life insurance or you want to extend your coverages, you
may want to buy flight insurance. Some flight insurance policies also provide coverage to
include “while riding” in a taxi, bus, train, etc. So, read the policy before purchasing it.
Credit Cards
• Designate one credit card for use while traveling. If possible, don’t take the credit card that
you use to “auto-pay” bills with you. If that credit card should be lost, stolen, or used
without your permission, you’ll have the extra headache of having to contact all those on
“auto-pay.” Also, take a “secondary card” with you just in case.
• Some credit card companies won’t charge you the customary 3% exchange rate conversion
fee for purchases made outside of the United States. Check your cards and use them if
possible, to save yourself some money.
• Call your credit card company several days before you leave to let them know you’ll be
traveling to Israel. They’ll note your account so all charges will go through.
• If you fly frequently, you may already have access to private airport lounges through one
of your credit cards. The Dan Lounge in Israel and other cities will make your trip to Israel
and back to the United States more comfortable. Most will also allow you to take several
guests in with you for a nominal daily rate. So, after a lengthy tour, you will be tired and if
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the plane is delayed or you arrive early at the airport. Having the “comforts” of an airport
lounge will be worth the cost.
An upgraded seat can make you more comfortable on lengthy flights. If you have the
“miles” or the “cash” available, consider upgrading. But do this as soon as possible. Don’t
wait until the last minute to reserve upgraded seats.

Watchfulness and Care of Everyone in Your Group
• There will be a wide range of personality “types” and “age groups” on your tour. Some
will be slower in walking and, therefore, may need a little assistance. Some may get sick
or feel ill and will require personal care and concern. Thus, the goal is to watch over
“everyone.” I suggest praying and asking the Lord to show you the “special people” in your
group who need YOUR personal attention and care. Loving on everyone is not the tour
operator’s job. It’s OUR job! And remember to also look out for each other at each of the
Biblical sites. Some of the sites can be crowded, and you don’t want anyone in your group
to get lost.
IDF and Security Forces
• Israel is one of the safest countries in the world because it has the best military and security
in the world. You will see that every uniformed soldier or military personnel is “openly
carrying” a rifle or handgun. This is true whether they are on duty or off duty. This is
reassuring. But remember that “they” like anyone, need encouragement, too. Therefore, go
up to “them” and say, “Thank you for your service” or similar. Also, don’t be bashful. Go
ahead and have your picture taken with “anyone” who is serving and keeping you and
everyone safe in Israel. These little gestures and similar will go a long way.
Bus Driver
• Under most circumstances, you will have the same bus driver throughout your stay in
Israel. This is reassuring as you will get to know him or her. That said, make it a point to
at every opportunity to say, “Thank You” and similar. And if you’re getting a refreshment
like a drink or ice cream, bring one back for the bus driver, too.
Before Leaving for Your Trip to Israel
• Thank God for Israel and the Jewish People. They are the indisputable evidence that the
Word of God is TRUE, and the God of the Bible is ALIVE!
• Thank God for Jerusalem (“The City of God”) pray for the Peace of Jerusalem.
• Listen and sing along to Hatikva (National Anthem of Israel) on the Internet.
• Study the “Seven Feasts of Israel,” and read the book of Esther, Romans, and Hebrews.
• Attend a Messianic presentation of Passover.
• Thank God for all the “ways” the Jewish people are a Blessing to the world.
• Watch the “Hiding Place” and “Schindler’s List” for the first or second time.
• Thank God for the “New Covenant.” Ask Him to open the doors with Jewish friends to
share that the Old Covenant has been replaced with the” New.”
• Invite yourself to your Jewish friend’s home to participate in the celebration of Passover,
Hanukkah, and the other Jewish holidays.
• Proudly tell your friends and family you’re going to Israel.
• Pray for the salvation of your Jewish friends and their family.
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While in Israel
• Thank God you finally made it to Israel.
• Know that God is going to do “something” in the hearts of everyone who comes to Israel.
• It’s okay to cry.
When you come back
• Prepare a PowerPoint presentation with pictures from your trip to show your Sunday school
class and the entire church. They’ll be amazed, blessed, and anxious to come to the church’s
next group trip or individually.
• Have a “picture and video” party at your home to share with your family and friends.
• Ask God to put Jewish friends in your life and then build relationships with them.
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Meet Michael (Ben) Attar
Love for Michelle -Michael met his wife, Michelle, in church
orchestra at the age of 23. Michelle plays the cello, and Michael
plays the trumpet. But how he courted Michelle is a story of its
own. To begin, all of Michael’s friends said that Michelle was
“way over his head,” so what does he do. After their first date,
Michael told Michelle they would be married. She laughed!
However, after two years of dating, she said, “I do!” Michael’s
family gladly “welcomed” a Gentile into their Jewish family.
Likewise, Michelle’s family welcomed a Jew into theirs as well.
Michael says that his life would not be possible without God’s providence and his “helpmate,”
Michelle.
Interestingly, Michael measures success, not by what he has accomplished but by what he does to
enable Michelle to achieve all that God has for her to do. Michael’s primary ministry is creating
the right environment and providing financial and emotional resources so that Michelle can
minister—well! For example, Michael’s love and support for Michelle helped her complete her
seminary degree while working full-time. Michael and Michelle have been active servants in only
two churches. The first for 12 years and their current home church for 25 years, where Michelle
has been on Church Staff for over 20 years.
Love for a Jewish Heritage- No one has any “say so” regarding their family background or
ethnicity, but everyone has a choice as to whether they will accept it or not. However, after Michael
believed the Gospel of Jesus Christ, “everything” began to fall into place, and he is honored and
privileged to have a Jewish background. Michael is a “Sabra”- a Jew born in Israel and an Israeli
citizen. His family emigrated from Morocco to Spain (sometime in the 1700s). Jews who
emigrated from Spain are known as “Sephardic” Jews.
Love for the Messiah- At the age of 19, a series of events led Michael to move to Dallas. The
only contact he had was a youth pastor who Michael had been introduced to but never met. Soon
after, through his encounter with mentors from Waco, Texas (Paul J. Meyer and Gary O’Malley),
Michael began to read the Bible and attend church services. He came to understand that the Bible
consisted of the Old Testament—a picture book prophesying and foreshadowing a Jewish Messiah.
During Old Testament times, God’s people would come to the Tabernacle (and eventually the
Temple) with a spotless, pure sacrifice onto which the sins of the individual making the sacrifice
would be symbolically placed. The people met with a priest because individuals could not atone
for sins and have fellowship with God directly. These sacrifices were repeatedly made to atone for
sin and restore the one making the sacrifice into right fellowship with God—until the next sin. It
was never-ending. Michael read about how God longed for all people to humble themselves and
confess their sin and come back to Him through the required and appropriate sacrifices. And that
God, throughout the Old Testament, was planning to introduce a better and final sacrifice. The
Jews knew this person of promise as “Messiah.” However, whoever eventually came claiming to
be the foreshadowed Messiah would have to fulfill one hundred percent regarding all the Old
Testament prophecies. Michael was fascinated with the prophetic descriptions of where the
Messiah would be born, live, how, and why He would have to die. So, after reading his Bible and
New Testament all day, every day, for about three weeks, Michael made a monumental decision
Page 564 ©2016 by Michael (Ben) Attar
You can read, download, or print this manuscript at www.GoodMoodFoundation.org

“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM
Subtitled “Sound the Trumpets in Zion”

to embrace the New Testament’s teaching concerning the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Michael believed
that Jesus (the spotless Passover Lamb) died as a substitute for his sins and rose from the dead on
the third day. Michael’s eyes were finally opened to the reality that Jesus Christ was the fulfillment
of all of the Old Testament prophesies and all things Jewish. Jesus Christ was who He said He
was— “God—the Messiah.” And in believing the Gospel of Jesus Christ, Michael became a
“Hebrew Christian.”
Love for the God of the Bible- Not everyone understands that a “Jew” can be both a “Hebrew”
and a “Christian.” Christianity is NOT another religion apart from Judaism. It is just the opposite.
Christianity is the fulfillment of Judaism. The “Old Covenant,” which God said was going to be
replaced with the “New Covenant,” was coming for the Jewish People (Jeremiah 31:31). Jesus
Christ, a Jew, and the Messiah brought and enacted the “New Covenant” at His death. And with
His resurrection from the dead, Jesus “offers” HIS Life to anyone who believes in His Gospel. The
Apostle Paul, who wrote most of the New Testament, also became a Hebrew Christian. Paul
(previously called “Saul”) hated and persecuted Christians, but after God got a hold of his heart
on the “Damascus Road,” Paul was transformed.
Love for his Father-Before Michael “believed,” he was told that when a Jewish person
believes the Gospel of Jesus Christ, their Jewish family will often shame, disinherit, and
disown them. And that’s what happened. Michael’s father was livid, and things weren’t “good”
between them. However, several years later, when Michael brought Michelle to meet his
parents, things gradually began to get better. It’s taken many years, but Michael and his father
are having the best relationship they’ve ever had.
Love for Both Grandfathers-Both of Michael’s grandfathers loved “Israel,” but neither had the
chance to set foot on Israeli soil. And though Michael never met either grandfather, his family
told him many stories about their character and personality, so Michael grew to love them deeply.
Michael was given his first name in honor of his grandfather “Meekhael Ben Attar” (on his father’s
side), who was a Rabbi in Morocco (North Africa). Their family name is “Ben Attar.” “Ben” means
“son of” and “Attar” means “sweet essence” like the sweet essence of a rose.”
In 1956, Meekhael Ben Attar’s entire family (including six children and other families) were one
week away from immigrating to Israel when Meekhael Ben Attar died of a stroke. After a period
of mourning, the “Ben Attar” family all emigrated from Morocco to Israel, where they lived and
raised their families. Meekhael’s youngest son, Marc (Michael’s father), joined the IDF, where
he married, and Michael was born shortly after. Then as is the custom for all new-born males, eight
days after Michael’s birth, his father arranged for a Mohel (a trained Rabbi) to come to their
apartment in Israel and perform Michael’s circumcision. Interestingly, his circumcision occurred
on the “Feast of Trumpets,” which “Modern Jews” refer to as “Rosh Hashanah” and is the
beginning of Israel’s “New Year,” and is celebrated with the sounding of Trumpets.
Love for the Trumpet- So, maybe Michael was “destined” to play the trumpet because from the
age of 11 until 17, he had a lesson every week with a teacher who became the principal trumpet
player of the New York Philharmonic Orchestra. And Michael continued playing the trumpet every
week in the church orchestra or worship band for 25 years.
Michael’s family emigrated from Israel to New York City when Michael was about five. He grew
up in a reformed Jewish home, observing the Jewish Feasts occasionally, but not faithfully. He
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attended Synagogue most Saturdays as a young boy and Hebrew School after regular School every
day. He was sent to Zionist Day Camps in the summer and had his Bar Mitzvah at the age of
thirteen. However, Michael claims he didn’t “understand” anything and often wondered why he
was forced to be there. But ALL that changed when Michael believed the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Michael was given his middle name, “Nathaniel,” in honor of his grandfather on his mother’s side.
Nathanial’s family lived in Poland and was also a Zionist leader. Zionists believe that the Jewish
People have a right and obligation to return to their ancestral homeland-Israel. Nathanial’s
youngest daughter (Michael’s mother) was born several days before the Nazis invaded Poland in
1939 to begin their systematic process of exterminating the Jewish people. Thankfully, their family
had resources, so his mother and older sister were “given” to two Polish Gentile families, with piles
of money, to be raised as Gentiles. These two families who “saved” them from the Nazis are known
as “Righteous Gentiles.”
Because Nathaniel was a Zionist leader, he was targeted by the Nazis, who came to their home in
Poland. Nathaniel had an enormous book collection of “first” editions, and Michael’s grandmother
said that when the commander of the Nazi troop came into their home and saw Nathaniel’s book
collection, the Nazi commander was moved to tears. But right after that, the Nazi commander shot
Nathaniel in the head as Michael’s grandmother watched. This tragic event took place in 1941;
therefore, as “Israel” had not yet been “Re-Born,” as a Zionist, Nathaniel had only “seen” Israel in
his mind’s eye. Miraculously, Michael’s grandmother survived and spent the duration of the war
living in the “underground.” The Nazis also took Nathaniel’s wealth, and his entire family perished
(excluding his wife and two daughters). In several instances, Michael’s grandmother said members
of the family took cyanide to kill themselves rather than face the Nazi atrocities. After the war,
Michael’s grandmother and her two daughters were reunited in France by a “man” who would
eventually become Michael’s step-grandfather. Interestingly, this person survived seven years in
a Siberian Death Camp.
As a second-generation survivor of the Holocaust, Michael studied to understand Hitler’s motive
to kill ALL Jews. Michael discovered that Hitler’s intent was rooted in the belief that if he were
successful, it would prove that the God of the Bible is dead, and God’s “Chosen People” weren’t
chosen at all. It would also mean that Christianity was a BIG lie. But Hitler and anyone like him
will never succeed. The truth is that the Jewish People and the existence of Israel are proof positive
that the God of the Bible is “Alive” and well. Thankfully, God raised (famed film director) Steven
Spielberg, who in 1994 formed the Shoah Foundation to record the “testimonies” (video format)
of survivors and witnesses of the Holocaust—so that the world will “Never Forget.” Michael’s
mother was one of 1,600 chosen, and her testimony of what “actually happened” during the
Holocaust was memorialized forever.
Love for God’s Word-Michael’s love for God’s Word came at once after becoming a “believer”
(Hebrew Christian) at the age of 19. Admittedly, he dove into God’s Word in an unorthodox
manner. Everyone had told him to begin reading the Bible from the “beginning” (Book of Genesis),
but that didn’t work for Michael. So, instead, he took a “Topical Bible” and began looking up
many of his “personal issues and struggles.” In this way, Bible reading and Bible study were fun,
exhilarating, and meaningful because he had discovered a “frame of reference” or “context.”
Michael was relating God’s Word to something that was personal-his issues. And with Bible study,
church attendance, and ministry, Michael’s spiritual life grew, and he was asked to teach Bible
studies and “filled in” for the Sunday School teacher. Then at the age of 30, the Senior Pastor gave
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Michael a Sunday School class, which eventually became the “Auditorium Class,” and he was
also elected to the Board of Deacons. Michael began teaching his Sunday School Class, one of the
hardest books in the Bible, the book of Hebrews (verse by verse) for two years. But understanding
Hebrews necessitates understanding the people and events of the Old Testament. So, many of
Michael’s lessons were from the Old Testament-building a “foundation.” He also spent many
hours each week studying, viewing, and reading materials compiled by the late Zola Levitt, who
was fond of saying, “One trip to Israel is worth ten years of Sunday school.” He is right!
In 2013, Michael and Michelle came to Israel on a “Pastor’s Tour” of the Biblical sites. And after
returning, Michael began to read his Bible by “relating” the Scriptures with the Biblical sites he
had seen. Michael’s favorite Biblical site is the Temple Mount, which is where the First and Second
Temples once stood. This is also where Abraham offered his son Isaac, and where the Jews will
one day rebuild the Third Temple. The Temple Mount is also where the final “abomination that
causes desolation” that Jesus referred to in Matthew 24 will take place. Michael’s Bible had “Come
to Life.”
Love for serving the Gentiles- When God wants to do “something,” He will often send the Jew(s)
to start His “project,” or He will begin with Gentile People and then send a Jew(s) to help them.
This is because the Jews were placed on the earth to BLESS the Gentiles. Michael understands this
and has “served” the Gentiles in many roles, most notably, in a “Mental Health” ministry for 14
years (2005-2019) via a ministry he formed called the “Good Mood Foundation.” This ministry
grew into a “Hospital Ministry.” For almost eight years beginning in February 2012, Michael and
his team of volunteers served the “in-patients” of a local psychiatric and addiction facility
(Carrollton Springs Hospital), which started on the “first day” that Carrollton Springs Hospital
opened. Michael and his volunteers provided many “things,” including “Faith-Based” groups
called “Engaging with God” and “Sing SOME of Your ‘Blues’ Away.” And if Michael wasn’t
ministering to the patients or involved in the many activities “behind the scenes” to make that
ministry possible, he was at his computer reading, thinking, and writing. Michael says that every
profession, especially “Ministry,” is centered around reading, thinking, and writing.
Love for the Germans- Because of what the Nazis did to Michael’s family, growing up, he was
indoctrinated to avoid Germans, not to do business with them, and never to buy German products.
And even though the German government had taken some measure of responsibility for their
actions by paying Michael’s grandmother, mother (and other survivors of the Holocaust) a monthly
pension, he still hated and blamed the German people for what they did to his family. Therefore,
Michael was indoctrinated to be leery of Gentiles, especially Gentile Christians. He was told,
“stories” about how and why Christians couldn’t be trusted and that they were responsible for ALL
the hurt and pain “The Jewish People” had endured over many Centuries. Also, that Gentiles
Christian's “real intent” was to get Jews to convert to Christianity. But that’s not what Michael
encountered when he arrived in Dallas at the age of 19. Instead, Gentile Christians loved, blessed,
and reached out to Michael for no other reason than he was Jewish. They showed Michael “God’s
Favor” expressed through unconditional love and blessing. And when Michael believed the Gospel
of Jesus Christ, he didn’t turn away from his Jewish background and “all things” Jewish.” Instead,
for the first time in his life-EVERYTHING made sense. And though Michael’s belief caused
“issues” within his family, thankfully, God has healed many of these wounds.
Fast forward…
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In the spring of 2007, Michael read a book entitled “Forgiveness...the Ultimate Miracle” by
businessman and philanthropist Paul J. Meyer. Michael had become a Hebrew Christian because
of Paul’s ministry at the age of 19, and except for the Lord Jesus Christ, no person has impacted
Michael more than Paul. And while reading the book, Michael was confronted with the reality that
Paul was a German and that his family had immigrated to America from Germany. The irony also
struck Michael that he hated the Germans, but he also loved one. So, because of Paul’s book,
Michael was moved to finally forgive ALL Germans for what they did to his family.
In 2017, the Vice President of the “Good Mood Foundation” was the Executive Assistant to the
famed author and motivational speaker, Zig Ziglar. Sensing an unction in his spirit, in the fall of
2007, Michael asked that a copy of his manuscript “My Pursuit of a Good Mood” along with a
cover letter be sent to Paul J. Meyer. Michael authored this manuscript several years earlier, from
personal struggles, with the intent of encouraging everyone who was having the same or similar
struggles. So, after reading Michael’s manuscript, Paul called him, offered to publish the book,
write the foreword, and provide the “Good Mood Foundation” with the “first-run” of 10,000 copies
to give away. This book is now in its sixth printing and has been updated to include a chapter
written by Michael’s wife, Michelle, to encourage caregivers, spouses, and loved ones who are
“struggling,” too.
Love for Writing-Michael’s passion is to see Christians “Sound” the Shofar Trumpet. After all,
the sound of the Shofer Trumpet will be the “Last Sound” sound Christians hear before Jesus
“Gathers” them to be with Him. God also chose to use the Trumpet (Genesis to Revelation) to
progressively tell the story of Israel, His People, and the Messiah. So, he authored this book. God’s
heart and His Trumpet is centrally connected to Jerusalem, Israel, and His People.

Love for “recruiting- Of all the skillsets God has given Michael, his greatest skillet is the ability
to wait on God to provide the “People” needed for each “task” of ministry. Michael does NOT
despise small beginnings. He is not only diligent in recruiting but also loving and encouraging
each person who comes to serve in the “ministry” God is accomplishing through Michael’s team.
In our previous ministry to “patients” in a local psychiatric and addiction hospital, God put over
400 people in Michael’s path to help with “EVERYTHING.”
Love for “Return” - Michael has a deep desire to return to Israel and live there. Therefore,
whenever you see a picture of “Jerusalem,” “Star of David,” or similar, please remember to pray
for “Jerusalem,” “Israel,” the “Jewish People,” and for Michael.
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“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM
Subtitled “Sound the Trumpets in Zion”

The People of the Bible…
The Places of the Bible…
The Events of the Bible…

…In the Land of the Bible
Come-Explore-Be Transformed
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“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now” TM
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Planning a Trip to Israel is as Easy as 1-2-3
1. Make the decision to GO!
2. Find a Church, Para-Church Ministry, or Tour Operator who is going to Israel. Or, get
“someone” in your Church or organization to lead the tour.
3. Then encourage your friends and “others” to go with you, too.

“Sound the Trumpets in Zion!”

“Next Year in Jerusalem is Now!”
“And now, compelled by the Spirit,
I am going to Jerusalem!”
Acts 20:22

The Places of the Bible…
The Events of the Bible…
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