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Planning a Trip to Israel is as Easy as 1-2-3 
1. Make the decision to GO! 
2. Find a Church, Para-Church Ministry, or Tour Operator who is going to Israel. Or, get 

“someone” in your Church or organization to lead the tour.    
3. Then encourage your friends and “others” to go with you, too. 

The People of the Bible…
The Places of the Bible… 

The Events of the Bible…

…In the Land of the Bible

Come-Explore-Be Transformed

Next Year in Jerusalem is Now TM

“And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem.”
Acts 20:22



Next Year in Jerusalem is Now TM

2

Next Year in Jerusalem is Now 
Trips to Israel

This folder highlights the Biblical sites you’ll see on your
Next year in Jerusalem is Now trip to Israel. 

Let me begin by saying that Christians who visit Israel do so 
because God directed them to go, and while in Israel, they 
acquire “context” because they’ve SEEN the Biblical sites. 
Therefore, upon their return, whenever they read about 
where Jesus walked and what He said in their Bibles, they 
have a “point of reference.” In short, their Bible has now “come alive.” 

Here are some of the many Next Year in Jerusalem is Now talks I can present to your Church or 
Christian venues. They include: 

• God’s Eight Covenants
• A Contrast of the Old and New Covenant 
• Who is Jesus Christ, and what is His Gospel?
• A demonstration of the Passover Seder and its connection to Communion
• A Survey of the Biblical sites you’ll see on a Next Year in Jerusalem is Now trip to Israel. 
• An explanation of God’s Seven Feasts  
• The Empty Tomb and the book of Job
• A look at every person in the Old and New Testament who were resurrected   
• Daniel- the three ‘abominations that cause desolation’ mentioned in the Bible    
• God “saves” a madman, King Nebuchadnezzar
• A Survey of God’s Trumpets from Genesis to Revelation  

Then after teaching, preaching, or ministering, every family or single person will receive a free 
copy of my book, Next Year in Jerusalem is Now.

Contact to MichaelNAttar@aol.com or 972-213-8856

Coming soon! Our new ministry address will be NextYearinJerusalemisNow.org 

Let’s begin by understanding the background and meaning of Next Year in Jerusalem is Now.
To do so, we must look at:
1. “The City of “Jerusalem.”
2. “The Temple Mount.” 
3. “The Western Wall.” 

mailto:MichaelNAttar@aol.com
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The City of Jerusalem    

Zion (“Jerusalem”- the “City of God) is where God has chosen to dwell. 

•• “For the LORD has chosen Zion, he has desired it for his dwelling: “This is my resting place 
forever and ever; here I will sit enthroned.” Psalm 132:13–14  

The first mention of Jerusalem in the Bible is when it was known as “Salem.’ Jerusalem 
incorporates “Salem” in her name, “Jeru-SALEM.” 

Around 2110 BC, Abraham’s nephew Lot was captured by King Bedlamer, but Abraham pursued 
the King, defeats him, and rescues Lot. 

Then Melchizedek “King of Salem” (Priest of the God Most High) brings out “bread and wine” 
and blesses Abraham.” 

• “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth. And blessed be God 
Most High, who delivered your enemies into your hand.” Then Abram gave him a tenth of 
everything.” Genesis 14:17–20

During Her long history, Jerusalem was destroyed twice, besieged 23 times, attacked 52 times, and 
captured and recaptured 44 times. 

For the past 3,000 years, Jerusalem has been built and rebuilt with “Jerusalem stone.” 

In fact, by law, every structure in Jerusalem must be covered in Jerusalem stone. 
The Emblem of the “City of Jerusalem” is fascinating and incorporates three elements:

1. Western Wall- in the background is the “Western Retaining 
Wall,” which King Herod built and where Jews come to weep, 
lament, and commune with God.

2. Olive Branch- stands for the “House of Israel” (Northern 
Kingdom). Ten tribes of Israel: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Zebulun, 
Issachar, Dan, Gad, Asher, Naphtali, and Joseph. The olive 
branch also reminds us of the Olive Tree, and the “special 
pressing” of olive oil used to light the Menorah in the Temple.
The Jewish people have also been “pressed” to produce an 
“everlasting” light to the Nations. 

3. Lion-stands for the “House of Judah” (Southern Kingdom), two 
Tribes of Judah, and Benjamin. 

An “Olive Tree represents the “Northern Kingdom” of Israel,” and we can see the “Olive 
Branches” in the City of Jerusalem’s Emblem. However, the “Southern Kingdom” (consisting of 
the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin) is represented by a “Fig Tree.” But we do not see a “Fig 
Tree.” Instead, we see a LION. 
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There are several verses in the Old Testament that directly correlate “Judah and a Lion.”  And in 
the New Testament, Jesus is referred to as “The Lion from the Tribe of Judah.” Also, we don’t 
know the “intent” of the designer who created the “Emblem of Jerusalem.” However, we do know 
God’s intent for the “Lion of Judah” from Scripture. At the end of Jacob’s life, he calls all his 
twelve sons and blesses them individually.

• “Then Jacob called for his sons and said: “Gather around so I can tell you what will happen 
to you in days to come. “Assemble and listen, sons of Jacob; listen to your father, Israel.” 
Genesis 49:1–2

However, Jacob’s prophesy over his son Judah foreshadows the coming of Messiah, who would 
come from the line of Judah (same as King David). 

• “Judah, your brothers will praise you; your hand will be on the neck of your enemies; your 
father’s sons will bow down to you. You are a lion’s cub, O Judah; you return from the 
prey, my son. Like a lion, he crouches and lies down, like a lioness—who dares to rouse 
him? The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, 
until he comes to whom it belongs, and the obedience of the nations is his. He will tether 
his donkey to a vine, his colt to the choicest branch; he will wash his garments in wine, his 
robes in the blood of grapes. His eyes will be darker than wine, his teeth whiter than milk.” 
Genesis 49:8–12

In the first chapter of the New Testament, Matthew provides a clear and undisputed “record” of 
Jesus’s lineage. Jesus came through the Tribe of Judah. 

• “A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham: Abraham 
was the father of Isaac, Isaac, the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 
Judah, the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar...” Matthew 1:1 

You’ll recall from the story of Joseph, that after Joseph’s brothers strip off Joseph’s robe and throw 
him into a cistern, Judah has the idea of selling Joseph into slavery and, therefore, Judah 
“SAVES,” Joseph’s life. 

Later, you’ll also recall that when Joseph’s brothers came back from Egypt, they told their father, 
Jacob, that they had to bring Benjamin back to Egypt. However, Jacob was broken-hearted about 
the possibility of losing Benjamin. He believed that Joseph had been killed, and Benjamin was the 
“other” son born from the women he loved, Rachel. However, Judah consoles Jacob and says: 

• “I myself will guarantee his safety; you can hold me personally responsible for him. If I do 
not bring him back to you and set him here before you, I will bear the blame before you all 
my life.”

Therefore, Judah stands “SURETY” and “GUARANTEES” Benjamin’s safety. Judah was 
willing to take the punishment if Benjamin is “lost.” 

Judah’s actions serve as a “picture” of what Jesus would do. 
❖ Jesus “saved” us with His precious blood.
❖ Jesus stood “surety” for us by sending His Holy Spirit- the “guarantee” He will return.   
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❖ Jesus “willingly” took the punishment-He “put” our sin on Himself.  

Jesus came the first time as a “lamb” for our “salvation.” But when He returns, He will come as a 
“Lion from the Tribe of Judah” for our eternal redemption. 

The Temple Mount 

Pictured is the “Temple Mount” and, in my opinion, is the MOST important Biblical site. 
• Biblical scholars believe the “Garden of Eden” was located at or near the Temple Mount.
• The “Temple Mount” was the location of the First Temple and the Second Temple.
• This will be the location where the Jews will build the Third Temple.  

The “Temple Mount” is also the “center point” of the earth, and because of the “above” is the 
most valuable and contentious piece of real estate on the planet. 

The Temple Mount is also the location of “Mount Moriah,” where the story of Abraham and 
Isaac finds its conclusion, and the Shofar Trumpet is first introduced.  

Here on “Mount Moriah,” God directed Abraham to offer his “one and only son” Isaac (the “son 
of promise”) as a sacrifice. But at the moment, Abram is about to bring his knife down. God 
supplies a “substitute”-a ram caught in the thicket. 

Therefore, God chose the “Ram’s Horn” to be His Trumpet called a “Shofar.”

• “Sometime later, God tested Abraham. He said to him, 
“Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. Then God said, 
“Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, 
and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a 
burnt offering on one of the mountains, I will tell you 
about.” Early the next morning, Abraham got up and 
saddled his donkey. He took with him two of his servants 
and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the 
burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him 
about. On the third day, Abraham looked up and saw the 
place in the distance. He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCLPt4ZXc4sYCFUoZkgodiUkDxw&url=http://www.chicagonow.com/an-agnostic-in-wheaton/2015/07/scott-walker-the-voices-in-my-head-come-from-god/&ei=Vj-pVbPqKcqyyASJk424DA&bvm=bv.98197061,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNHrNOUhP5ClnDDZGcwlN3hCtlA4hQ&ust=1437241517613681
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boy go over there. We will worship, and then we will come back to you.” Abraham took 
the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the 
fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, Isaac spoke up and said to his 
father Abraham, “Father?” “Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. “The fire and wood are here,” 
Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” Abraham answered, “God 
himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them went 
on together. When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar 
there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top 
of the wood. Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. But the angel 
of the LORD called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. 
“Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you 
fear God because you have not withheld from me, your son, your only son. Abraham 
looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and 
took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. So, Abraham 
called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day, it is said, “On the mountain of 
the LORD, it will be provided.” The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a 
second time and said, “I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done 
this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you and make your 
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your 
descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, and through your offspring,
all nations on earth will be blessed because you have obeyed me.” Genesis 22:1–18

I can teach your Worship leader and others how to sound the Shofar Trumpet and to start a 
Shofar Trumpet ministry. I long for the day that every Christian Church sounds the Shofar to 
begin Worship services and other Christian venues. I will encourage your Church group going 
to Israel to sound the Shofar at the Biblical sites but especially at the “Western Wall.” 

The Western Wall  

After the Romans destroyed the Second Temple in 70 AD, the only structure that remained was a 
“Retaining Wall” that King Herod built when he expanded Jerusalem. Therefore, this “Western 
Retaining Wall” is NOT the Western Wall of The Second Temple.
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Many verses in Scripture reference a “Wall.” But the “Western Wall” is also called “Kotel” 
because, in a metaphorical sense, God is “behind this wall.”

• “Listen! My lover! Look! Here he comes, leaping across the mountains, bounding over the 
hills. My lover is like a gazelle or a young stag. Look! There he stands behind our wall, 
gazing through the windows, peering through the lattice. Song of Solomon 2:8–9

At the “Western Wall,” Jews and Christians write 
their prayers on pieces of paper and insert them into 
the cracks of the Wall. In a sense, God “knows” our 
prayer requests as He “reads” them. Every few days, 
a Rabbi takes all the prayer requests out and burns 
them. This leaves room for more prayer requests. 

You’ll have the opportunity to bring prayer requests 
from those who could not come to Israel with you. 

Please, place them into the cracks in the “Western 
Wall.” Then lay your hands on the “Wall” and pray 
over them. God hears and “reads” our prayers.

The “Western Wall” is divided into two sides. On the left side, the men 
prayer and on the right side, the women pray. Pictured is Michelle praying. 

• “For the LORD will rebuild Zion and appear in his glory. He will 
respond to the prayer of the destitute; he will not despise their plea. 
Let this be written for a future generation, that a people not yet 
created may praise the LORD: “The LORD looked down from his 
sanctuary on high, from heaven he viewed the earth, to hear the 
groans of the prisoners and release those condemned to death.” So, 
the name of the LORD will be declared in Zion and his praise in 
Jerusalem.” Psalm 102:16–21

Gentiles or “Foreigners” come to pray at the “Western Wall” from many 
Nations. 

• “As for the foreigner who does not belong to your people Israel but has come from a 
distant land because of your great name and your mighty hand and your outstretched arm—
when he comes and prays toward this temple, then hear from heaven, your dwelling 
place, and do whatever the foreigner asks of you, so that all the peoples of the earth may 
know your name and fear you, as do your own people Israel, and may know that this house 
I have built bears your Name.” 2 Chronicles 6:32–33

• “This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: In the last days, 
the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established as chief among the mountains; it 
will be raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to it. Many peoples will come 
and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob. 
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He will teach us his ways so that we may walk in his paths.” The law will go out from 
Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.” Isaiah 2:1–3

The “Western Wall” is the only place on earth where you can see Orthodox Jews and Christians 
praying together and is the ONLY place on earth where there is 365/24/7 prayer every day. 

With that in mind, “Next Year in Jerusalem – is Now!” TM is the subtitle of my latest book. To 
explain its meaning, let me take you back to the Passover Feast, which has been celebrated by the 
Jewish People for over 3,500 years. 

During the Passover, the father pours four cups of wine. Each has a significant 
meaning. The third cup of wine is called the “Cup of Redemption,” which is the 
“cup” Jesus took when He introduced His disciples to what we now call 
“Communion.” 

The “4th Cup” of wine is called “Elijah’s Cup.” Elijah is the most celebrated person 
to the Jewish People other than “Messiah.” After the father pours “Elijah’s Cup, he 
prayed, Next Year in Jerusalem. Since the Jewish People were exiled to the four 
corners of the World in 70 AD when the Romans destroyed the Jewish Temple and 
the City of Jerusalem, the father’s prayer, Next Year in Jerusalem, expressed the 
Jewish people’s desire to return to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover there (and the other feasts). 

In 1948, Israel was Re-Born and Exiled Jews Return

We must consider that “Three Things” that must take place before Jesus Returns. 
1. The Land of Israel must be returned and controlled by the Jews.
2. The Jewish People must return to their Land-Israel.  
3. The “City of Jerusalem” must be under Jewish Control. 

With the above in mind, the Jewish people suffered during the DARK period of the Holocaust. 
However, it was the Jewish Peoples “Great Suffering,” which also produced Great Empathy
following the end of the war. The “NATIONS” were “stirred” as they saw the pictures of: 
❖ The gas ovens had incinerated hundreds of thousands of Jews. 
❖ The massive gravesites where dead Jews had been mercilessly thrown in. 
❖ The emaciated bodies of Jews who had miraculously survived. 

Therefore, on May 14, 1948, the United Nations voted to give the Land of Israel to the Jewish 
people-The State of Israel was re-born. The Jewish people who had been scattered to the four 
corners of the world (after the Romans destroyed Jerusalem in 70 AD.) began returning to Israel. 
It was and is “Still” time to rejoice with the sounding of Trumpets.
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•• “All you people of the world, you who live on 
the earth, when a banner is raised on the 
mountains, you will see it, and when a trumpet 
sounds, you will hear it…. At that time, gifts 
will be brought to the LORD Almighty… to 
Mount Zion, the place of the Name of the 
LORD Almighty.” Isaiah 18:3–7

Interestingly, the prophet Isaiah prophesied about this miraculous “event.”   

•• “Before she goes into labor, she gives birth; before the pains come upon her, she delivers 
a son. Who has ever heard of such a thing? Who has ever seen such things? Can a country 
be born in a day or a nation be brought forth in a moment?” Isaiah 66:7–13

Immediately after “Israel” was re-born, Jews from the “Four Corners” of the World began to 
RETURN to their Land-the Land that God had promised His People. The term “Aliyah” or 
“Making Aliyah” refers to a Jewish person, uprooting their past and “moving up” to their future in 
Israel. In fact, “Aliyah” means “moving up.” God is even moving the hearts of many Christians 
who have moved to Israel, too. And as of 2018, more Jews are living in Israel than in any other 
country in the world as it should be. 

The Emblem of the State of Israel

The National Emblem of the State of Israel consists of a seven-branched Menorah, flanked by two 
olive branches. The Menorah reminds us of the “Menorah,” which was in the Tabernacle and The 
Temple(s). 

The Olive branches remind us of the Olive Tree and that a special “pressing” of olive oil was 
needed to keep the Menorah lit. The Menorah also reminds us that God chose the Jewish people 
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to be a “lighthouse” to the Nations. The Jewish people have been “pressed” by God to produce a 
light that shines brightly—in every profession and sphere of influence.

Then in 1945, after the end of World War 2, the World’s attention focused on the Jewish People 
and what they endured during the Holocaust. A series of historical events occurred, culminating 
with the State of Israel being ‘re-born on May 14, 1948. And God’s “Promised Land” they had 
occupied for thousands of years earlier, was given back to them and the Jewish people began 
returning to Israel. However, the City of Jerusalem was still not under their control, so the Jews 
continued to end the Passover with the prayer, “Next Year in Jerusalem.”

Then again, by God’s miracle-working power, on June 7, 1967, after the “Six-Day War,” God 
enabled the Jews to recapture Jerusalem. Pictured are some of the paratroopers after they entered 
through “The Lion’s Gate” and captured the “Western Wall.” In the center of the photo is Rabbi 
Shlomo Goren, chief rabbi of the IDF blowing a Shofar (God’s Trumpet). After the “Western 
Wall” was captured, it is said that Rabbi Goren was the “first” person to blow the Shofar at the 
“Western Wall.” And as Rabbi Goren blew the Shofar Trumpet, he quoted the following verse.

• “When you go into battle in your own land against an enemy who is oppressing 
you, sound a blast on the trumpets. Then you will be remembered by the LORD your 
God and rescued from your enemies.” Numbers 10:9

Therefore, the Israelis “recaptured” Jerusalem, “God’s Eternal City” and took control of the 
“Western Wall.” It is noted that “Tens of thousands” of Jews who were living in Israel RAN to 
Jerusalem crying in tears. They shouted, “The Wall is Ours” and “The City is Ours,” and they 
“wept” for many days. That’s the reason why the “Western Wall” is also referred to as the 
“Wailing Wall.” Therefore, Hallelujah, “Sound the Trumpets in Zion.” Jerusalem is once again 
under Israel’s control.

Jews NOW live in Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is NOW once again the Capital of Israel.

Jews NOW come to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover.

Next Year in Jerusalem is Now TM
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Mount Masada 

In the picture, you can clearly see “Three Levels.” 
King Herod built a home on each of the three 
levels that are carved into the SIDE of the 
mountain. 

When the Romans invaded Jerusalem, many Jews 
were killed, and the rest fled. And of those who 
fled, a group of 960 Jews retreated to the 
Mountain of “Masada” and survived for three 
years under impossible odds. However, the 
Romans quickly sent squadrons of soldiers up the 
mountain. But they never made it up. Why not? I 
believe there can be only one possible 
explanation. The Jews deconstructed the 
buildings and threw these stones at the Romans, 
inflicting casualties. Therefore, unable to climb 
the mountain, an estimated army of 15,000 
“angry” Roman soldiers began building a ramp to 
ascend to the top of Masada. However, days 
before the Romans reached the top of Masada. 
ALL 960 Jews chose suicide rather than face the 
sure and cruel torture of the Romans.

To this day, Masada is a sacred monument of triumph in Israel’s past as it illustrates the tenacity 
of the Jews to survive. Which is one reason IDF forces, in training, must climb up to the top of 
Masada. But Masada also illustrates the will of the Jews to die—even by suicide. Therefore, I don’t 
want you to ascend Masada, look out and just say “amazing views.” I want you to contemplate on 
the fact that 960 Jews committed suicide and to consider ALL aspects of mental health. 

The Story of Masada is Personal

As a young boy, I can remember hearing the many “stories” retold by my grandmother and step-
grandfather about the Holocaust. This included learning that members of our family in Poland 
chose to commit suicide rather than face the Nazis. I would eventually learn that many first-
survivors of the Holocaust have similar issues. Also, some in my family struggle, too. My nephew, 
who lived in Israel and served in the IDF, committed suicide. An aunt died in a psychiatric hospital 
in Israel. And another aunt was in and out of psychiatric hospitals all her life. Then out of 
“nowhere,” in 1993, I experienced a major depression that would alter my life for the better. And 
in the process, I learned that the issue of mental illness is not foreign to God. 

The Bible clearly details FIVE people who dealt with suicidal thoughts. They also knew God in a 
personal way and did not kill themselves. 

1. Moses- After the Israelites left Egypt (Exodus), they began to grumble and complain. 
Finally, Moses had enough… Moses illustrates that being with people or an environment 
of constant negativity, grumbling, and complaining can cause suicidal thoughts.
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• “Now the people complained about their hardships in the hearing of the LORD, and when 
he heard them, his anger was aroused. The rabble with them began to crave other food, and 
again the Israelites started wailing and said, “If only we had meat to eat! We remember the 
fish we ate in Egypt at no cost—also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions, and garlic. But 
now we have lost our appetite; we never see anything but this manna!” The manna was like 
coriander seed and looked like resin.  Moses heard the people of every family wailing at 
the entrance to their tents…Moses was troubled. He asked the LORD, “Why have you 
brought this trouble on your servant? What have I done to displease you that you put the 
burden of all these people on me…Where can I get meat for all these people? They keep 
wailing to me, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ I cannot carry all these people by myself; the burden 
is too heavy for me. If this is how you are going to treat me, please go ahead and kill me—
if I have found favor in your eyes—and do not let me face my own ruin.” Numbers 11:1-
17

2. Jonah-After God calls Jonah to preach to the “City of Nineveh,” he runs away and boards 
a ship heading in the “opposite direction.” There is a fierce storm, and Jonah is thrown 
overboard. He gets swallowed by a BIG fish, and in the belly of the fish, Jonah changes his 
mind. The fish vomits Jonah on to dry land, he preaches to the City of Nineveh and God 
“saves” the entire City. However, Jonah becomes angry at God for His grace and 
compassion towards Nineveh. Jonah has enough...and illustrates that evangelistic success 
can cause suicidal thoughts.

• “But to Jonah, this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. He prayed to the LORD, 
“Isn’t this what I said, LORD, when I was still at home? That is what I tried to forestall by 
fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger 
and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. Now, LORD, take away 
my life, for it is better for me to die than to live.” Jonah 4

3. Job-After becoming very wealthy and due to no fault of his own, Job wakes up one 
morning, and everything he has, including all his children, is gone. All he is left with is a 
contentious wife and three “friends” who are not his friends, …illustrating that “loss” of 
family, loved one, and material possessions can cause suicidal thoughts.

• “I will speak out in the anguish of my spirit; I will complain in the bitterness of my soul. 
“I prefer strangling and death, rather than this body of mine. I despise my life; I would not 
live forever. Let me alone; my days have no meaning.” Job 7:11–16 

4. Elijah-After God shows Himself to be God with fire in the competition between the God 
of the Bible and the prophets of Baal, Elijah has enough… and illustrates that spiritual 
success can cause suicidal thoughts. 

• “Elijah was afraid and ran for his life…He came to a broom tree, sat down under it, and 
prayed that he might die. “I have had enough, LORD,” he said. “Take my life; I am no better 
than my ancestors.” 1 Kings 19:3-9 

5. King David-After King David left his men on the battlefield, he is at home, looks out of 
his window, and notices the wife of one of his men sunbathing. Her name is Bathsheba, 
and he calls for her…and she conceives. King David attempts to cover up his sin by calling 
Bathsheba’s husband away from the battlefield and encourages him to “be” with his wife. 
But he refuses. So, King David orchestrates events so that Bathsheba’s husband is 
purposefully killed in battle. King David is eventually “called out” by the prophet Nathan. 
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King David’s illegitimate child dies, and he deals with severe depression…illustrating that 
sexual immorality, murder, sin, and the cover-up of sin can cause depression. Many of the 
Psalms written by David are melancholic.   

• “When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. For day and 
night, your hand was heavy on me; my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer.”
Psalm 32:3-4 

Nehemiah knew God in a personal way, but suicidal ideations are not mentioned. Nehemiah is 
King Artaxerxes’s cupbearer and goes to the King with a sad face after learning that the walls of 
Jerusalem had been destroyed, …illustrating that seeing and learning of harm to family and 
Country (“Israel”) can cause mood struggles.

• “I took the wine and gave it to the king. I had not been sad in his presence before; so, the 
king asked me, “Why does your face look so sad when you are not ill? This can be nothing 
but sadness of heart.” I was very much afraid, but I said to the king, “May the king live 
forever! Why should my face not look sad when the city where my fathers are buried lies 
in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire?” Nehemiah 2:1–3 

That said, please remember that NO person in the Bible who knew God in a personal way killed 
themselves. Yes, you and I know “Believers” who committed suicide. However, please be 
comforted. On the authority of Scripture, ALL believers ENTER in God’s presence upon their 
death-no matter the cause. Thankfully, we live in a day and age where “Help” is available for 
anyone who struggles with ANY type of mood struggle, including suicidal thoughts.   

The following are FIVE people in the Bible who also dealt with suicidal thoughts. They did not
know God in a personal way and did kill themselves.

1. Abimelech- After Abimelech got hit in the head with a millstone that is dropped from a 
window, he kills himself… and illustrates that head and brain injuries can cause suicidal 
thoughts.
• “Abimelech went to Thebez and besieged it and captured it.  Inside the city, however, 

was a strong tower, to which all the men and women—all the people of the city—had 
fled. They had locked themselves in and climbed up on the tower roof.  Abimelech 
went to the tower and attacked it. But as he approached the entrance to the tower to set 
it on fire, a woman dropped an upper millstone on his head and cracked his skull. 
Hurriedly he called to his armor-bearer, “Draw your sword and kill me so that they 
can’t say, ‘A woman killed him.’” So, his servant ran him through, and he died.”  Judge 
9:50-53 

2. Ahithophel- David’s most trusted advisor was always appreciated, and his advice acted on. 
However, one day, King David rejects Ahithophel’s counsel. After King David rejected 
his advice, Ahithophel goes home and puts his affairs in order and then commits suicide 
(hangs himself) and illustrates that rejection can cause suicidal thoughts. 
•• “Now in those days, the advice Ahithophel gave was like that of one who inquires of 

God. That was how both David and Absalom regarded all of Ahithophel’s 
advice…When Ahithophel saw that his advice had not been followed, he saddled his 
donkey and set out for his house in his hometown. He put his house in order and then 
hanged himself.” 2 Samuel 16:23-17:23
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3. King Saul-After being filled with jealousy against David, an evil spirit enters the King. 
Later, he draws his sword and kills himself, illustrating that envy and jealousy can cause 
depressive “rage.”  
•• “When the men were returning home after David had killed the Philistine, the women 

came out from all the towns of Israel to meet King Saul with singing and dancing, with 
joyful songs and with tambourines and lutes. As they danced, they sang: “Saul has slain 
his thousands, and David his tens of thousands.” Saul was very angry; this refrain galled 
him. “They have credited David with tens of thousands,” he thought, “but me with only 
thousands. What more can he get but the kingdom?” And from that time on, Saul kept 
a jealous eye on David. The next day an evil spirit from God came forcefully upon 
Saul. He was prophesying in his house, while David was playing the harp, as he usually 
did. Saul had a spear in his hand, and he hurled it, saying to himself, “I’ll pin David to 
the wall.” But David eluded him twice.” 1 Samuel 18:6–11

•• “Now the Philistines fought against Israel…The Philistines pressed hard after Saul and 
his sons, and they killed his sons…The fighting grew fierce around Saul, and when the 
archers overtook him, they wounded him critically. Saul said to his armor-bearer, “Draw 
your sword and run me through, or these uncircumcised fellows will come and run me 
through and abuse me.” But his armor-bearer was terrified and would not do it; so, Saul 
took his own sword and fell on it.” 1 Samuel 31:1-4 

4. Zimri- After committing murder and trying to “escape” the consequences, Zimri commits 
suicide and illustrates that sin and the cover-up of wrongdoing can cause suicidal thoughts. 

•• “When the Israelites in the camp heard that Zimri had plotted against the king and murdered 
him, they proclaimed Omri, the commander of the army, king over Israel that very day there 
in the camp. Then Omri and all the Israelites with him withdrew from Gibbethon and laid 
siege to Tirzah. When Zimri saw that the city was taken, he went into the citadel of the royal 
palace and set the palace on fire around him. So, he died because of the sins he had 
committed, doing evil in the eyes of the LORD.” 1 Kings 16:16–19 

5. Judas- After “selling out” Jesus for 30 pieces of silver, Satan enters Judas. Later, he 
changes his mind, but it’s too late. Judas commits suicide and illustrates that betrayal and 
ill-gotten gains can cause suicidal thoughts. It’s also important to understand that Judas 
was NOT a believer even though he was one of Jesus’ twelve disciples. That said, Satan or 
his demons can NOT enter a believer. Believers can be “oppressed,” but they can NOT be 
possessed. 

• “When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with 
remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders. “I have 
sinned,” he said, “for I have betrayed innocent blood.” “What is that to us?” they replied. 
“That’s your responsibility.” So, Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he
went away and hanged himself.” Matthew 27:3-5 

King Nebuchadnezzar did not know God in a personal way (in the beginning). And though 
suicidal ideations are not mentioned, King Nebuchadnezzar was afflicted with a mental illness 
that modern psychiatry calls “Boanthropy.” With his affliction, the King lived in the pasture for 
“Seven Years” with the wild animals and also ate grass like the cattle. The King’s mind was 
changed from that of a man and liken to that of an animal. 

It's important to remember King Nebuchadnezzar had committed grievous acts against:
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➢ God’s “Holy City”-he had captured Jerusalem and destroyed the First Temple.
➢ God’s “Holy Temple” -he had taken out all the “articles” from the First Temple.
➢ God’s “Holy People” -he had kidnapped God’s people and taken them to Babylon. 

So, if any person deserved God’s Wrath-it was most certainly King Nebuchadnezzar. However, 
at the end of the “Seven Years,” King Nebuchadnezzar turned his heart to the “Living God,” and 
God “restored” his sanity, and a vile and evil Gentile King became a “believer.”

•• “I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, and my sanity was restored. Then I 
praised the Most High; I honored and glorified him who lives forever… At the same time 
that my sanity was restored, my honor and splendor were returned to me for the glory of 
my kingdom. My advisers and nobles sought me out, and I was restored to my throne and 
became even greater than before. Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the 
King of heaven, because everything he does is right, and all his ways are just. And those 
who walk in pride he is able to humble.” 

In 2004, I completed my first book entitled “My Pursuit of a Good Mood” that details my mood 
struggles and how God helped me to recover. In 2005, I started the “Good Mood Foundation” to 
address mental health and addiction issues many people and their families go through. The 
“Central Message” of our “Mental Health” ministry is that getting well and staying well requires:   

1. Forgiving those who have hurt you and asking for forgiveness from those you have 
hurt. “True” forgiveness is not possible without a relationship with the God of the Bible.     

2. Walking in Step with the Holy Spirit. To know God is to “believe” the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. HE is the only One who can forgive sins and enable you and me to forgive others 
who have hurt us. God is also gracious and wants those who have turned away from HIM 
to “come back.”  

3. Watching, singing, and listening to worshipful songs helps overcome negative thoughts 
and emotions.            

For the first six years of this ministry, I served in obscurity, but in 2012, a new psychiatric and 
addiction hospital opened its doors in Carrollton, Texas. Our ministry was chosen to provide 
“Faith-Based” ministries to the patients, and for 7 ½ years, our team of several dozen volunteers 
ministered to the patients every Wednesday and Sunday. 
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The Sea of Galilee

Jesus spent most of the three years of His ministry along the shores of the Sea of Galilee. Jesus 
gave more than half of His parables and performed most of his miracles at the Sea of Galilee. The 
Sea of Galilee is mentioned in the Bible by three other names.

1. The Sea of Kinnereth (or Chinnereth)
2. The Sea of Tiberius
3. The Lake of Gennesareth.

At the Sea of Galilee, you’ll board the “Jesus Boat” and take a 
cruise down memory lane as Jesus’ earthly ministry centered on 
and around the Sea of Galilee. They include:

• Jesus recruits Simon and Peter to be His disciples. 
• Jesus recruits James and John.    
• Jesus recruits Philip and Nathanael.     
• Jesus recruits Levi, a tax collector. 
• Jesus sat in a boat and taught a large crowd through “parables.”   
• Jesus calms the storm.   
• Jesus walks on water.  
• Jesus continues with His ministry and heals a man with leprosy.  
• Jesus heals ten lepers on His way to Jerusalem along Samaria and Galilee.     
• Jesus proclaims the Great Commission. 
• Jesus predicts His crucifixion and resurrection. 
• Jesus heals the son of a Royal Official.   
• Jesus feeds 5,000 people. We looked at this earlier 
• Jesus reminds his disciples to be on guard against the “leaven” of the Pharisees and 

Sadducees.
• Jesus appears to His disciples after His resurrection and causes a miraculous catching 

of fish.  
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Yad Vashem- The Jewish Holocaust Museum 

The name “Yad Vashem” is taken from Isaiah 56:4-5.

• “I will give within my temple and its walls a memorial and a name better than sons and 
daughters; I will give them an everlasting name that will not be cut off.” 

Pictured is the path leading to the entrance of Yad Vashem called “The Avenue of the 
Righteous.” On the “The Avenue of the Righteous” are plaques and trees honoring “Righteous 
Gentiles” -people who “saved” Jews from the Holocaust. Please stop by each of their memorial 
plaques and say, “Thank You!” for “saving” even—one Jew. 

Two of the most famous “Righteous Gentiles” are Corrie ten Boon and Oscar Schindler. Corrie 
was part of “underground workers” who hid Jews in their homes. Corrie’s story was depicted in 
the widely distributed film entitled The Hiding Place. If you’ve never seen the movie, please see 
it!  It is life-changing!    

Oscar Schindler’s story was depicted in the movie “Schindler’s List.”
Oscar Schindler is credited with saving over 1,200 Jews. He spent 
millions of his own money and risked his life many times to do so.  
“Schindler’s List” won seven Oscars in 1993, including “Best Picture.”
If you haven’t seen the movie or it’s been a while seen you’ve seen it, 
please watch it! Also, please stop by Oscar Schindler’s plaque on the 
Avenue of the Righteous and tell him, “Thank you!” Or, you can go to 
Oscar Schindler’s grave and tell him, “Thank You” there. 

In Hebrew tradition, you indicate that you have visited the grave 
of a loved one by placing a stone on top of the grave. As you can 
“see,” Oscar Schindler has had many visitors. 
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Inside Yad Vashem is a series of open doors that wind in and out of the main hallway (pictured). 
Each entry is a gallery that progressively tells the story of the Holocaust through storyboards, 
pictures, artifacts, and film as you wind in and out of doors
of the Holocaust Museum.

Inside Yad Vashem, you will also see IDF soldiers with 
their commanders. They are required to go to Yad Vashem 
each year as part of their training. This is so they will 
“NEVER FORGET” and as a visual reminder of why 
they serve to protect Israel. 

Please Adopt My Family

After you have finished viewing the galleries, you’ll come to a 
turret called “The Hall of Names.” As you look up, you can see 
the faces of thousands who perished.

It’s unlikely that you lost a family member during the Holocaust. 
Therefore, please adopt my family into your heart when you 
come to Israel and tour “Yad Vashem.”

My grandfather on my father’s side was Meekhael (Michael) Ben 
Attar, and he was a Rabbi of a Jewish community in Morocco, 
North Africa. I was given my first name, “Michael” in memory 
of him. My father says that my grandfather was a man of the 
“Torah” and learned in the Scriptures. This is the only photograph 
we have of my grandfather and grandmother. 
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We can trace our “BenAttar” family back to the 1700s in Spain. This makes me a “Sephardic 
Jew” who are Jews who come from Spain. My father and some members of our family chose to 
remove “Ben” and to be known as “Attar.” They did this because “Ben” clearly identifies us as 
being Jewish. Other family members kept the “Ben Attar” family surname. 

My grandfather, Michael BenAttar’s entire family, was preparing to immigrate from Morocco to 
Israel in 1956. However, just one week before they were to leave, Michael had a stroke and died. 
After a period of mourning, his entire family (6 children and other families) immigrated to Israel. 
My father served in the IDF (Israeli Defense Forces) met my mother, who was living on a Kibbutz 
and then was married. I was born shortly after that in Haifa. 

My mother was born in Poland in 1939, several days before the Germans 
invaded Poland to begin their methodical process of exterminating the Jewish 
people. Thankfully, our family had resources. Before the Nazis came to our 
home, my mother and her older sister were “given” to two Polish Gentile 
families (with piles of money) to be raised as Gentiles. The two families who 
“saved” my mother and her sister are “Righteous Gentiles.” “THANK YOU!” I 
do not know your names, but God does! It is my understanding that our family 
continued to “pay” these two families until the 1960s. 

My grandfather on my mother’s side was “Nathanial Goliger.” He was a 
“Zionist” and a leader in the Zionist Movement and lived in Poland. I was given 
my middle name, “Nathaniel,” in memory of him. 

Zionists believe that the Jewish people have the sovereign right to live in and 
occupy what we today call the State of Israel. Up until 1948, when the Jews 
returned to their rightful and “God Given” land, Israel, the Jewish people were 
scattered to the four corners of the earth.

Nathaniel had a Ph.D. in history and ran a prosperous business.  He loved books 
and had an incredible collection of first edition books. My grandmother said that 
when the commander of a Nazi troop came into her home and saw his book 
collection, he was moved to tears. The commander then killed my grandfather by 
shooting him in the head—as my grandmother watched. 

The Nazis did not kill my grandmother. She would escape and survived the duration of the war in 
the “underground.” The Nazis took our family’s wealth and resources, and the rest of our family, 
excluding my mother and her sister, were killed by the Nazis, or they chose to kill themselves. My 
grandmother told us that she believes “Nathaniel’s” rare book collection was burned. I can recall the 
stories my grandmother told us about the murder of her husband and how she survived. I can 
remember how she repeated the “gesture” of pointing to the ground and cursing the Nazis at the same 
time. This gesture was a desire to “leave” life and be buried. I know my grandmother never recovered
from her trauma.

Interestingly, my grandmother told us that the only other person in our family to survive was her 
mother. Apparently, her son was a medical doctor, and he gave members of our family poison to take 
so they could commit suicide rather than face the Nazi atrocities, which they did. My grandmother 
told us that her mother took the poison but did not die. She was found on the streets, taken to a hospital, 
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and survived. We were told she was an extremely beautiful woman and that she had auburn hair and 
blue eyes. Her hair and eye color is a very rare combination for a Jewish person. As she did not “look” 
Jewish, this is the most likely reason she was taken to a hospital and survived. I can’t imagine the 
“pain” my grandmother's mother must have suffered knowing that many in her family committed 
suicide, but “fate” allowed her to live.

The greatest miracle of our family’s story is how my mother, her sister, and my grandmother 
were reunited after the war. France was the “Staging Country” for survivors of the Holocaust. But 
how do you “reunite” three people out of hundreds of thousands? Where do you find them? Where 
do you even begin to look? Sam Druck (who would eventually become my step-grandfather) also 
lived in Poland and knew my grandmother before the war. He had been taken to prison in Siberia. 
After the war, he was returned to France. There he was reunited with my grandmother and was 
instrumental in helping to find my mother and her sister and to reunite the family. “Everyone,” 
said this reuniting was a MIRACLE! My stepfather was a kind man and loved my grandmother, 
but he wasn’t “well” either. I can still recall many of the stories “Sam” told us about how he
survived the Siberian “Death” Camp. 

Shoah Foundation 

Unfortunately, many people still refuse to believe that the Holocaust ever took 
place. Thankfully, God raised up Steven Spielberg to record the stories of 
Holocaust survivors. After filming and directing Schindler’s List, Steven 
Spielberg formed the Shoah Foundation to capture the stories of Holocaust 
survivors that the World will NEVER FORGET.  Mr. Spielberg said that “The 
reason he was put on the earth was to “Do This.” In 1998, my mother was chosen 
to tell their story via Steven Spielberg’s Shoah Foundation so that the World may 
“Never Forget.” A film crew was dispatched and came to my mother’s apartment to record her 
story. Her story and others like hers are now forever immortalized in the Holocaust Museum in 
Washington, D.C. Thanks, Mom, for the courage to do this!  

Forgiving the Germans  

Because of what the Germans did to my family, I hated them. So, after believing the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ (as the age of 19), God took me on a journey of receiving forgiveness and extending 
forgiveness. But it took another 25 years until I finally forgave the Germans for what they did to 
my family. 

Except for the Lord Jesus Christ, no person has impacted me more than author, 
businessman, people builder, and philanthropist, the late Paul J. Meyer. My 
love for Paul stems from the fact that I became a Christian under his ministry. 
In the spring of 2007, I picked up and read his book entitled “Forgiveness... the 
Ultimate Miracle.” That book changed my life forever. Why? I was 
confronted with the reality that Paul was German and that his family had 
immigrated to America from Germany. I never knew that before. Until that time, I secretly 
carried hatred in my heart towards the German people for what they did to our family. And even 
though the German government had taken some measure of responsibility for their actions by 
paying my grandmother and mother (and other survivors of the Holocaust) a monthly stipend, I 
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still hated them. Who knows what resources and opportunities we would have had if the Nazis had 
not stolen everything from us?

As I began reflecting on Paul’s impact on my life and my love for him, I was struck with 
God’s sense of humor. It was ironic that I hated Germans but was in love with one. Anyhow, 
because of the book, I was moved to finally forgive ALL Germans for what they had done 
to my family. This included German companies and products.  I also wrote a letter to my friend 
Paul J. Meyer expressing my love for him and presenting him with a precious gift.

August 28, 2007 
“Dear Paul J. Meyer, I have always known that someday I would be giving you the following 
present—a Star of David that was given to me shortly after my birth in Israel. This Star of David 
is the MOST precious material possession that I own. My father kept it for me, and I began wearing 
it shortly after I accepted Christ as my Savior. I have worn it for over 25 years now, but I am 
certain you should be its new owner. Several years ago, I purposed in my heart to give you this 
pendant because I love you. Anyway, I rehearsed this event over and over in my mind during the 
last few years. Each time it led me to tears. But now there are no more tears, only joy, which brings 
me to the point of this letter. A few months ago, I read “Forgiveness—the Ultimate Miracle.” The 
same whispering voice of the Holy Spirit who has guided my life and the choices I have made
inspired me to finally forgive ALL Germans for what they did to my family in Poland. However, 
I did not recall that you came from a German background. It is interesting to me that on this very 
week in August of 1939, the Germans invaded Poland, killing, and plundering many Jewish 
families. Therefore, please accept this most precious gift as a memorial of God’s Ultimate 
Miracle—reconciling ALL people to Himself—including Jews and Germans. I have included the 
chain I wore it on in case you want to wear it, too. I pray you will treasure this Star of David as 
much as I have.  
With much love, 
Mike Attar.”
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Yad Vashem-Window Overlooking Jerusalem  

Now, that you’re more familiar with the pain of Israel’s calamities, you can appreciate the Yad 
Vashem Holocaust Museum. Therefore, before exiting “Yad Vashem,” you will stop to reflect by 
this huge window. On my trip to Israel in 2013, I stopped and reflected. Suddenly, I remembered 
that I was “named” after each of my grandfathers in their remembrance. Continuing to reflect as I 
looked through the window, I began to cry uncontrollably. Both of my grandfathers had longed 
to be “in” Israel. But here I was in Israel, again. I was born here.
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The BIG Fish and Jesus’s Empty Tomb

Here, Michelle and I are standing in front of Jesus’s empty tomb.

While in Israel, you will visit Jesus’s “Empty Tomb” (pictured). You will also visit the port city 
of Jaffa and see the statue of a BIG fish (pictured). Both “landmarks” serve to remind us about the 
story Jonah.  In fact, the story of Jonah is vitally important because Jesus said that the ONLY sign 
that will be given is the sign of the prophet Jonah. 

➢ Jesus said, “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a miraculous sign! But none 
will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three 
nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in 
the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with the 
generation and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now 
something greater than Jonah is here.” Matthew 12:39-41 (Same account in Matthew 16:1-
4 and Luke 11:32
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Keep in mind that as Jonah was in the belly of the fish for three 
days and three nights, Jesus was also in the belly of the earth (His 
tomb) for three days and three nights. 

•• “From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples 
that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the 
hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law and 
that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.” 
Matthew 16:21

“Jesus was appointed as the “Son of God” in power by His 
resurrection from the dead.” Romans 1:4

Communion in the Garden 

After visiting Jesus’ empty tomb, and 
recalling ALL that He has done for you, 
your group will head to “The Garden.” 
Here you will serve each other “bread” 
and a “cup.” Receiving communion in 
The Garden and your home church 
when you get back will Never be the 
same again!

•• “For I received from the Lord 
what I also passed on to you: 
The Lord Jesus, on the night he 
was betrayed, took bread, and 
when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and said, “This is my 
body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after supper, he 
took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.” 1 Corinthians 11:23–32 
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The Mount of Olives  

Michelle and I are standing at the “Mount of Olives.” You can see the “Temple Mount” in the 
background. And when you come to Israel, you’ll have your picture taken here, too.  

On the “Mount of Olives,” Jesus gave the “Olivet Discourse” to His disciples. 

➢ “Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his 
attention to its buildings. “Do you see all these things?” he asked. “I tell you the truth, not 
one stone here will be left on another; everyone will be thrown down.” As Jesus was sitting 
on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when 
will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” 

Jesus then reveals the signs of His coming and the end of the age. Jesus’ response “lists” all the 
“events,” that must take place “before” He Returns-Second Coming.  

1. Many will come in my name, claiming, “I am the Christ,” and will deceive many. 
2. You will hear of wars and rumors of wars.
3. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.
4. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places.
5. You will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death.
6. You will be hated by all nations because of me. 
7. Many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other.
8. Many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 
9. An increase in wickedness and the love of most will grow cold.
10. The love of most will grow cold.
11. The Gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world, and then the end will 

come. 
12. When you see standing in the holy place, “the abomination that causes desolation,

spoken of through the prophet “Daniel”- let the reader understand.
13. False Christs and false prophets will appear and perform signs and miracles.  
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14. Great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world.
15. For the sake of the elect, these days will be cut short. 
16. The sun will be darkened.
17. The moon will not give its light. 
18. Stars will fall from the sky.
19. Heavenly bodies will be shaken.
20. The Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all nations of the earth will mourn.
21. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great 

glory.    
22. God will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from 

the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. 

When referring to the “abomination that causes desolation,” Jesus indicates the book of Daniel. 
Interestingly, “Daniel” is the most important book in the Bible, concerning God’s LOVE for His 
Land-Israel, His LOVE for His People-the Jews, and His LOVE for His home- Jerusalem.  

I detail the entire book of Daniel in Next Year in Jerusalem is Now.

And in “Daniel,” we learn of three instances of the “abomination that causes desolation.” 

The first occurred in 589 BC when King Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem and the First 
Temple. King Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem, took the “Holy Articles” out of the First 
Temple (before destroying it), and took Daniel and the Jews to Babylon. Later, King Belshazzar 
used these same “Holy Articles” for drunkenness and revelry. 

The second “abomination that causes desolation” occurred when Antiochus Epiphanes outlawed 
all forms of Jewish worship, including circumcision and daily sacrifices. He set up a “pagan” altar, 
and pigs, (unclean animals and “detestable” to the Jews) were offered at this altar, God’s Word 
was burned and thrown to the ground. Later, after the Second Temple was destroyed, the “Dome 
of the Rock” was constructed on the “Temple Mount.” This “sacred” piece of real estate has 
always belonged to the Jews. But now, when you see the Muslim structure (Dome of the Rock), 
you are witnessing an “abomination that causes desolation.” But this is NOT the “abomination 
that causes desolation” Jesus was referring to. 

Therefore, to understand the “abomination that causes desolation” to come, we must look at one 
of the most fascinating prophesies found in Scripture. 

•• “Seventy ‘Sevens’ are decreed for your people and your Holy City…From the issuing of 
the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there 
will be seven ‘sevens,’ and sixty-two ‘sevens. After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the Anointed 
One will be cut off… The people of the ruler who will come will destroy the city and the 
sanctuary. He will confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven.’ In the middle of the 
‘seven,’ he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing of the temple, he will 
set up an abomination that causes desolation until the end that is decreed is poured out on 
him.” Daniel 9
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Daniel’s vision indicates certain events will take place within “Seventy Sevens” (490 years), and 
his prophecy is divided into three parts. So, “from the issuing of the decree,” (the “time” when 
Daniel make the prophecy), history verifies that:

Part One-It took exactly “Seven Sevens” (49 years) “To restore and rebuild Jerusalem” and the 
First Temple, King Nebuchadnezzar had destroyed. 

Part Two- It took exactly “Sixty-Two Sevens” (434 years) “Until the Anointed One, the ruler, 
comes,” which is the arrival - “Triumphal Entry” of Messiah Jesus Christ. Daniel also indicates 
that “The Anointed One will be cut off,” referring to Messiah’s crucifixion

Part Three - Sixty-Nine Sevens (483 years) of Seventy Sevens (490 years) have passed and been 
fulfilled, but there are still “seven years” yet unfulfilled. These “Seven Years” refer to a “Time of 
Tribulation” to come AFTER the Church has been “gathered” to be with Jesus.  

Daniel indicates, “The people of the ruler will come and will destroy the city and the sanctuary.
Again, history validates this prophecy's fulfillment. In 70 AD, the “Romans” (People of the ruler) 
destroyed Jerusalem (The City) and the Second Temple (The Sanctuary).

Therefore, for the last 2,000 years, the Jews have been without a Temple, and they cannot build 
another Temple because the “Temple Mount” is NOT under Israeli control, and the “Dome of the 
Rock” sits on the “Temple Mount.” This is a BIG obstacle. What to do?  

Daniel indicates, “He will confirm a covenant with many for one “seven.” “He” is referring to 
“someone” (an influential and powerful leader) who will initiate (confirm) a “Peace Treaty” 
(Covenant) with Israel and Her (many) enemies. 

This “Peace Treaty” will be for “Seven Years” or (One seven) and allows the Third Temple to be 
built on the Temple Mount. This is an amazing and “prophetically” pivotal accomplishment. And 
the “moment” this “Peace Treaty” is signed, God will restart His stopwatch, and the final “Seven 
Years” will begin to tick away

Daniel also indicates that “In the middle of the seven” (3 ½ years) after the “Peace Treaty” is 
signed, the “someone” who initiated the “Peace Treaty” with Israel and Her enemies will reveal 
himself and “He will put an end to sacrifice and offering.”

This person (he) is most likely the “Antichrist, who will abolish the daily sacrifices in the Temple. 
And will stand in the “Holy Place” of the Temple and declare himself to be god (or some other 
blasphemy). “And on a wing of the temple, he will set up an abomination that causes 
desolation.” 

This is the Final “abomination that causes desolation” Jesus spoke of in Matthew 24. 
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Baptism in the Jordan River

The Jordan River flows from the Sea of 
Galilee southward to the Dead Sea. On 
your tour to Israel, you may choose to be 
baptized in the Jordan River in 
celebration of the NEW birth you have in 
Christ. Even if you’ve been baptized 
before, the experience of being baptized 
in the Jordan River is–exhilarating! 
“Baptism” is an act of obedience 
demonstrated by a new believer after they 
have believed the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
It’s a public testimony of “Faith” that 
says, “I am a disciple of Jesus Christ.”

➢ Jesus said, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Therefore, go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matt. 28:19-20 

The Jordan River was also the location of numerous Biblical events. Here are some of them. 
❖ Abram and Lot parted company at the Jordan River. 
❖ Jacob wrestled with God and was renamed “Israel” at the fork of the Jaccok River-a 

tributary of the Jordan. 
❖ After the Jewish Nation wandered in the desert for 40 years, the waters of the Jordan River 

were parted (a miracle like the parting of the Red Sea). And the Nation of Israel crossed 
over into the Promised Land.  

❖ John baptizes New “believers” in the Jordan River, and then he baptizes Jesus.  

➢ “In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea and saying, “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is near…People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea 
and the whole region of the Jordan. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the 
Jordan River… Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. But 
John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 
Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” 
Then John consented. As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that 
moment, heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
lighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with 
him, I am well pleased.” Matthew 3:1–17
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Planning a Trip to Israel is as Easy as 1-2-3 
1. Make the decision to GO! 
2. Find a Church, Para-Church Ministry, or Tour Operator who is going to Israel. Or, get 

“someone” in your Church or organization to lead the tour.    
3. Then encourage your friends and “others” to go with you, too. 

The People of the Bible…
The Places of the Bible… 

The Events of the Bible…

…In the Land of the Bible

Come-Explore-Be Transformed

Next Year in Jerusalem – is Now TM

“And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem.”
Acts 20:22


